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I. INTRODUC1 IO:i 

The pre pooi ti on l in t he J hrase ?'A".J f'' 1~! ac• :u in 

Jeremieh 1.5 h2s long eluded cor.vincin~ tr.:-J~slation , 2nd so 

t he phrase es a v~ole has f a iled to help ec much as it 

othe?Y1ise could in the correct W1derstandi~g ,r t he s eo?e 

and charac ter of Jeremiah 's career ao a prophet . Docs (P•'4! )l 

mean " t o,• or "concerning," or "against"? ttt• • 
- .:ll. s is true 

l::.kewise of the identi t :r of the I" I~ !l.ere: docs t !1i:: tcr:n 

refer t o gentil e nationc, or to the ~rophet ' s fcllon Judea~s? 

Rashi's commentary on Jeremiah 1.5 bea rs directly on 

the identit~r of the P•tl, a.'ld offers t v10 conflict i ne inter­

pretations of the phrase 1•.IUtJ f'•li/ 1e •.1J. The co:unenta.r.,r 

makes reference t o the Sifre's interprete.tion of Deuterono:n~r 

18.15. The biblica l verse reeds: 

r·~ltc JI~· l1 P•p• 1:.1 .. , 1·n1ctf ?~.,pN IC'lJ 
lllNt.n 1•lc 

?he Sifre comments : 

.... ,,,IC.. tel. 11' rttCH .,,Kl ;,~· ,,,,, tt:I• J ?~?J.. It I 2J 
p•t~f ~fl ,~'"'IC '3 H P1f' 

i'..A./U p • 14/ IC':ll r•Jtf •Jtc t>NI 
ft•ll liUM ~:>aJa 

Rashi concurs in t his inte?")retation, sa.:ring t hat P'l'I IC':l.I 

in Jeremiah 1.5 refers to ! ere.el : 

(fl' I~> ~ 3> P"\~I :> Pftll• P·~~IJ CPX IC'l> I•~ 
•?ao::J e?1J ~J 

I n the Gros s men edition of :.:al bi n ' s c o::n c-".'!tar.r on 



Jereniah , Rashi adds an elter.i~tive i~terprct~tion: 

,.,..,,~ s .. ,.,, P·•~S i:•,J -,"";,/ e• 11•1 
JUJ•.,&a p;,•j)f IClJ~J" \J/lf")J>':> 01, P-"l~e;>I 

•1•N J)tcSi> "Nn:> J'' 01:> J>rc n;> ..,,.r:e ,,,, 
.(~,, lt'~S> P., ~ S-, .n1e uauc ;,J\•1e;,1 1 
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Malbim ( l' Jf~ .,,r.2) co·:i:-ie!lts on t he ~1hre.se I" 1~j r•~J 

f•AAJ as follows : 

The authorized Lnglish trr.::..nsla.tions of tne Bible s ;10·:1 

almost une.nimous agreement on the tra.'"1.slation of ,.,,,/ 1c•2.I 

rAA.J: •t ( have) ordained/appointed thee/you a !>ro9het ( u."'l )to 

the nations•; so, e .g., Y.J (1611), P.V (1885), ASV (1901), 

JpS (1917), RSV (1952), NAB (1970 ), and UEB (1970), wit::1 

which cf. La Sainte Bible (1956; •co::ime proph)te de nations 

je t'ai (tabli"; Jerusale~ Bible, 1966, •to t he nations•). 

Among the aodern official translations, only the NJ"~ (1973) 

shows an im?ortant departure froa the earlier conseru:;us: "I 

appointed you a ~ro~het concerning t he nations.• The 

renderi~g of "concerning" i n place of •to• has im:Dediate 

releva.cce for this ~tudy. 

Ia!ost :!lodern biblica l com.clentat~rs understand P' IU IC'U 

to mea."1 • a. !Jr0:911et to the nations ,• denot_ing the interne­

tional character ~f Jeremieh 's raiosion, even if his mission 

to Isreel was his ~rim2.ry concern. Pea.lee writes: 

••• I t is true thr.>.t t~e ex~ressio::i '::?. ':)ro~!1et 
U.lltO the l'l~tions ' r.tibht suggest a misoion exclu­
sivel:! or :! redonin:::.nt l~,r to -:=!:em, and t:1is ~·:ould 
not hannonize with J eremiah 's actual function, 



but a Hcbre· . ., -o ro"Ohet ·::ot.t!d underste.nd t r.at ?le mis 
sent i n the f irst in::: tr...:1cc to his own !1CO:_'lle. 3 

Referring to 1.5, ~elch ~rit ~z t aat "Jcrcmia:1 is ~et apart 

(so read in v.5 instead of ca.~ctified) before ~i~ birth , 

because he has to s peek to ell nations.•4 

Preedma.vi , coi:lOenting on this verse, says t hat "!iebre\7 

prophecy , like Juda ism, was u.viiver~alistic in its s co,e . 

God ' s message i s to all ~e ople s a~d for all ~imes ."5 

Leslie concurs in t hic universalistic notion: 

That he was meant to be " e. -oronhet to t he 
nations" re, resents no e~aggere.tion.but sobe r 
fact. For J e r er.iiah lived and ,·,or !ced in t i1c r-i.~e 
of greatest i "1ternatio!'lal cle.sh, ree.lien.""Jent :md 
trens i ti on i n t he !.:iCidle :ind iico.r 3e.st -orevious 
to t he era of Alexander the Great ••• : he he~rs 
again God' s voice disclozing more clea rly to h i m 
••• the internatione l nature of his nro":lhcti c 
task. His mission is to nations end kin~ooc and 
it is to be both destnictive and constnictivc. o 

In !,h! I :ite r.lreter' s Bibl e , n:'att \'Tri. t es t!?nt 

3 

•Jeremiah \7as conscious a t the outset o; 
being sent to t~e nat i ons (v. 4 ) and of bein~ 
set over nations a."ld ?.in!;d~s ( v. 10); he ·::~:; not 
merely a pro?het t o Israel. • • .Jeremiah \".'as a 
prophet to t he n~.tions in t he s ens e tha t hi::: 
prophecies fre ouently dea lt ~ith internation~l 
affairs :g-Yld \7i th the fate or nations other t he.vi 
his omi. 

As another exam) le of t he point of view that Jere:ai2.i1 • s 

:>ro:;ihec~,r Vlas intern2tion~l in character, \ii t h reference to 

••• Jeremi:l!l ' ~ c a ll to be "a uro~het to the 
nations" { 1. 5 ) ~"'ld t~e com=a.nd- t hat he nas to be 
set "over n~tions ~.nd over kingdoms, t o ~lucl: U !) 

and to breo.1~ dor::1 ••• to buil d o.!ld to ? l ant" (1.10), 

Gottr1:?.ld ' s r ec) onse to the objection " that Jere::iiah •s real 

ministrJ uas to Juda.~ :md his '.70rd to :foreign nations was 



peri9her2.l'' i s that 

• • . vre need only recell t~at \lhile Jcre::iiah ree.d 
the historic times fro::a the "JOint of v iei.-1 of Goci ' s 
nurooses for :1is neo"Cle ~o ti"!3t Jud:.t11 ~-:~s n.t t :ie 
center, e.n:·thi ng th<?.t :1r>.9-oened in t~c l:no;·;n ·:1or ld 
of the Crescent r.as ~Jotentiall:.r relev::-.n t to Judah . 
ffe san Judah ' s de$t inY as inse:;mrabl~· bo\L1d ttp 
nith the natio~s.9 

4 

In a later \"lor !c Gott'.1a ld again :>osi ts t he uni versa! isn 

of the book of Jeremiah, writing that 

~o a !>re-eminent de~ree a:-:ioni; 3)r e- e>:ilic 
iJrOl)!!.ets Jerc:niah c!.cserves t:1e C":li t ~1c:t " .~ro ":) fl.e t 
to t h e nations ." Be~i:mini:; ,·:itn- an inter est in 
Babylon and Egy:;>t as contende r s fo r t ?lc oa l a :1cc 
ot 9oner i n Syrie.-Palesti ne :1i s conccr:i. ~re\-: to 
include iol t he na tions a llied \7i th or O)!>O~ed 
to them. 

Further, Gottwald states t ne.t 

His ability to ca ll Uebuchadnezzar Yc.h•::e:1 • s 
•senant" and his confi dence t hat a foreic;ner in 
Judean govenunent s ervice "trusted in Y~t'.7C!!" \'!hen 
he did \"thet v1as right ::tt.:;gcst t~12.t J c remi2.i1 sa\7 
no limit to Y2-1'me:i • s ,.,ozi ti ve r c.:J.P.tion::; to ~eoule 
outside tile covenant r:ith Jud2.!1. ll . -

Yet it is stl'2.nge t hat Gottviald !?12.1:es no re:ference i n t hio 

nork to 1.5; ?!Or does ne deal v:ith the ide:'l.titj~ of t he 

nations to \7hich Jere:ii e..~ •::e.s a!_)pointed as a pro:>het. 

Orlinsl~y rejects the notion of the universalis::n of 

Jeremiah's ? rO!>necy in s everal "17or!cs . In A~cient .Isn-.el 

he nrit e s : 

••• it ~ould be ~i~leading to l e ave t he i~?ression 
t hat t h e "jro·ohcts• i nteres t nto.,":Jed short \7i t h 
t heir 0\'.'!'1- ?eO:>le I:::;r.i.el c.nd \"Jent .. n o furt:1cr. Israel, 
dwelli~e 2."Jon;; ot:1e r :1~tions , ~1as i nti:iatelv end 
conster..tl~r c.ffectcC. bJ their 2c tio?'ls , a~d t i1e 
pro:?;1ets' attc:itio!l m~s rc::>c a-tedl:v called to in­
clude t ?len . ·~ !'le ;"Josi 'tion of t !1eir ti!"..;,r nat ion i n 
the midst of ot!1er, ~ore -., 0~·1e rfnl , nations led t~1e 
pro?hets to ~ out loo ~ : t hC.t '.-:as u:1ivers2l in its 



ultioete i~?lications. Believing firm!y t hat 
their God, t~e o:iJ y God i :'! existence, ·.-:ould ul ti­
mate ly deliver t !lem fro:n ::..11 threats f rom ot:ier 
nation~ , so t hat no mor e ~·;ars would co..uc upon 
them, c or.s ciottsly ~x::-re t:'!.a t t !le !0~:1 , their 
religion , u2.s t:::.e only coC.c of la·:tc and life b y 
which ~en could live, t !:.c pro9het s eA::ressed the 
co:ivict i on t~~t ell t~e ~eo?les of the universe , 
after t:1ey :'1<:>.d ~een t h rcu:;!1 stress a.""!d atrain ~.t 
the hands of ea ch ot l~er t::1rough t he \·!ill of God, 
would come to rea lize t :1at Isreel and :her religion 
and her God and ;iis abode on Zion--th~t these 
constituted t:1e 012~· ? TO:?cr \7ay of life i n ":he 
entire r.rorld.. • • 

In "'A Covenant (of' ) Peo:_:>le , A Light of Iiations'-A 

Problem in 3iblical Theolob.r," referring to Jeremia!1 1. 5, 

he nri.tcs: 

One has but to -,rocced to rea d e.11 of t !1e 
book of Jeremieh--regardless of \·:hether t h i s or 
that ? 2.Ssc.t;e or chapter is genernll~r acce,ted b;r 
scholars as original v:i t~1 Jeremiah or of a seconciar;r 
origin-to realize I~e.t J eremiah was God's s90~-=es­
man to Jude.h a l one • .:J 

In "Natione.lisa-Uni versalis!!l and lnternatiomaliSi:t in 

Ancient Isreel," Orlinsl:y \":rites conceming Jereniah and 

Isaiah.: 

These 9roptiots . • . r:ere riot sent on eny 
mission to 211~.r :iation other th211 t heir otm ••• to 
God •s consecni.ted :_:>2.rtncr I~reel. '.7hen they ~ere 
not sim?lY t !1e ::ieans o:r ·::hi c h Goci 3,>Ullis~ed His 
errin:l peo:::>le, t !1e .,e.ga."l ?eO;?les \1ere merel~ hel·~­
less r:i t ncsses- just li ':c t :1c ::1e~vens e.nd t he ea rth 
end t he motL~teins--to God ' ~ exclusive love and 
protection of Hie :1eo:>le .14 

!inall:r, i::1 ":·Jationalis:n-U~1iversalism in the Book of 

JereI!li ah," Orli!1s~w write::; '."lit h reference to 1.5: 

Not only is J erci.1ieh ~- :prop!!et to h i s fellov1 
Judea.::1.s 2.nd ~ever to t he Gen tile ;:mt io!1s, but the 
natio.as t hc ::i::::clve !3 hav e no inde-oe:1dcnt existence 
for hiI:l. £:1ut is t o say : t.,hatever hay?ens to t ?le 
nations i::> of no concern t o J ere::ii2.h-in other 

5 



words, is 01· no co~cer!l in t~1e covenr>.nt bet~1cen 
God and ::is ··Je O"OlC I s r ael-unless t hev 2.re i n­
volved in so:Je action bet\·;ee11 God and. I sree1.15 

6 

While the initia l im?etus of t h is dis ::;ertation was t he 

detenninat ion of t he meaning of t !te '70rd r•tl.S in the lJhrase 

p•AAJ ft••.!I te•:iJ in 1.5, t he s co!'e of this study ..-ra.s natttra.11~1 

expanded to include all terms involving the conce~t "n2.tion, 

people, clan, f a.wily," a.nd the like, as well as, in t his 

connection, t he use of the ,reiJOsi tions /, I(, 2.?ld. 11. . ~ 

Chapter II deals s ,;;iccifically \;ith the term P'I i~1 our 

Book. Chc.:;>ter III exanlines the tenns :J>I,.,., i>NtM, ~l'f, 

end flfCI. Finally, Chapter IV constitutes a detailed ~tudy 

of the term ·~. 
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II. '?I-!""3 TB:!r.1 Pl ---
The term PJ occurs 164 ti:ics in t he book of Jeremi e.h. 

In no less t han 161 i nstances t~e ~inc~lar f or:n i s used, 

t he pl ural f or:n ( P't'!) occurri':l.:; in t iie t hree reme.i ni ng 

instances . Of the 52 ch~::_Jtcrz in t he 3oo1:, 48 c l)ntain t he 

term ,1 ::!t l e:.::.st once; onl y c:1s . 3, 20 , 45 , a."'ld 47 lac!~ t he 

term. The tera occurs most rre~uen~ ly in Ch • . 26, 11 tU:les. 

Undeclined Fo!"!!!c of P1 .................................. --~- - -
The first occurrence of t he term fir ic in 5.21: 

In the context of the instractions given by God to I s rael 

in v. 20 preceding, 

the term P1 i n v. 21 can refer only t o· I s re.el. 

The ter::i Pl occur s ilC~t in 6.22: 

... , 9'1 ~ • .,,,., D 
f11e11 tt~ Pl' ~JI 

rnt •tit 
f.,llC• '">l'W 111 • 

In t h i s verse, jus t as i n 50 .41 uhich i s al:nost i dentical 

with it, t he tenn ,.. r efer c to a non- Israelite ~eo~le or - . 

J 
' 



nation. 

The next occurrence of the term Pr is in 7.23: 

•f•?;a ltHe ..,,.1.l P.h/t: 1h 1 U i1~?1 ~~,.,-Ac-~ ·~ 
711;,-I~~ pJ)3f;,1 p1/ •f-t·M p.n"a p•;,it-1 P~/ .,,, .. ill 

Pll ~'" l't Ill P>J>IC al Uac: lt.tc 

This verse s 9ecifies t he terms of t he Covenant bet..-:een 

God a.:.--id Israel; the term pJ, r eferring to Israel, 112.s t he 
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force not of " nation, countr:r" but of " peoJlc, peo~lehood." 

The nation of t he Covenant c:-.s a lecall~! bincli:i.r-; a gcement 

in which God \·rill be the God of Israel a.l'ld Isrf'.el -;;;iJ_l be 

God's :?eo!?le is also expressed (with slightly different \·1ord­

ing) in 11.4; 24.7; 30.22; 31.1,33; and 32.38. Israel ' s 

violation of her part of t he agree!!lent is !!lentio~1ed in 

13.11: 

•le •.hp :>1 a> 1> e '" 'JJtlf-ft .,,.;> p~l' 'lit':> •) 
f'lf 1/ .At•J>f l)fi)'•PICJ ~~l;t• .A'~-f>.h"f fk1e• _,,,;a_f,·.IUC 

lllf. ell .Ja')C~.1'11 ~(t>Jt/I pt/I 

In all t~ese insta_~ces referring to the Covenant between 

God and Israel, t he term '' of coun:e refers to I srael. 

The next occurrence of P¥ is in 31.2: 

1Ut• .,. a> -.J•> ID r11 
a11 ., • .,. PW 

ltc71• •••lia/ ,,,., 

'ilhile t he term ,.,e in t he book of Jeremia.l~ refers to either 

Israel (44.14, ~It»' "''11Ctl ••lei /,•I~; 42.17, 

.1t•la1 1•1e) or a no~-Israelite nation (47.4, 

Pal a•a 1el1 

.,Sr •• .,, ,, ) ' 

the ex?ression ,»ll~ ~ ~JN i~ 31.2 points clearly to Isreel; 

cf., 22.6: 

9»11~ ?IN .A·~ -1¥ ~n· .,,." ~,. •:> 
PJ~ '" '", •/ >tAIC , ,,, 



~JOI ?.lt'tlC tc/-rtc 
('!> ~ 21 U) t;»e IJ tel P•11 

Put differently , ~·'e i n 47.4 is u~ed in a c1eerl y "non­

Israelite" context , Phcre~s c~n) ••• .,e (Pl) in 31.2 is 

follo\·1ed immediately by ltc.,C• ( ,,,,.,~, ?•I;,). 
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The last occurrence of the u:.1i!1flcctcd tcrrl Pr is in 

48.42: 

P .. f ~IC IN "'eJ I 
, •• , .. i>l;>•-11 ·~ 

where the r.:oabi tes will ceese to be :1 sovcrcian !JeO!Jle 

e."lc'i t:1e lend r:ill be O.evastt-.t cd . 

Altocct?ler, U."'tdeclined for:is of the t enn Pl ocC1.tr 13 

times in t !1e boo!t of Jereci2.h . In 10 instances t he term 

refe~ to Isreel, 211d in 3, to forci;;n netions. 

The 'i!erm fl. '.7:!.t'1 t he Defi nite !\l"ticln 
- Or""'i~ GO~lC"u '3 l:~.te ----------

?he first occurre!'lce of the term Pl in t ?le construct 

state is in 1.18: 

.nt•J JUNn/f /jil UMlll ')J;»M '1 11/ pt•i) ?'.l)~J ~.IJ •Jtcl 
11~.) P•ll ~·J~3/ ol' 11>1 '3IHI l1tc3-l>-h 

In this vcr~e God is S?e~=L"lg to Jeremie.!1. The term n 
refer:; to I srael; tl1e ex;>ression f">CiJ Pl/, i:1 sequence f':i th 

"'' ~· •;,S11J, ~·"'>ef, ;"'_~d ~·Ja,J, ~.,robabl~· denotes •reside:its. 

in!tabi t2.."lt!:, the (Judc:m) :;oJulace. w The ox9ression N 

f11C~ occurs s inilarly as '9art of a Geq_ucncc i n 34.19: 

'''" ,, ,~, P·J~,~· P'O'lO~ Pien• •1e1 iUI~· •1e. 
"'~ . .,,., r2 , . .,.,.~ 



in 37.2, 

a.i-id i n 44. 21 , 

pfe11• .n1~n.l1 ~~•;>• ,.,,~ PJl.,,'? ie~ -,C?il-J>te ~1S-;, 
f1J~ P11 p~•1el f'.)tj(N ?.:> 1Jll~.CI PJHC 

f~/-/'r ~f-tJl\ 1>1;>• ..,,~ PAIC 

in each vers e rcferri~1g t o Isr.:-.eli t e:: . 
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I n 3 instc..."lces, t he e:r., rcszio:1 l1tCt1 P¥ ciocs not occur 

as !)art of e. ceq_uence , imt s t i ll r efers to Ior~.el : o.1c c 

in 52.6, 

e.nd tuice in 52.25 , 

aHnf•iJ 'fJ~·i• ~·p~ a•;,--,er: ''"' 0•10 n1f -,1li1-fNI 
'WO hlCI i•tl HCJtU ?tc ~N-a-•Ja ·~,., P•eJK i>'!'lel 

'~"~ ,,,. e•c , ,,,, ,.,IQ Pl-.111' IC~J~;J IC;)Ji» 1e. 
1•ri> ?t.A.> p•tc.J:4J;) 

!bus, i:i all 7 ins tances oi t he use of the ex:Jrcssion P'6 

1'1Ct» in tile book of Jereci:?.-11 , t!~e rel'ere11ce is to Israel. 

The first occurrence of t !1.e ter.:: Pl r1i t :1 the dei'in i te 

article is in 4.10: 

4\ttcl rlctl•I& Ua Pfj .nit;) IC&~ pc ~·~· •.Ar; ~-- 'lNICI 
eaJiJ•U ~"JD ~rt.JI P>f ~'i>' Pl(f. 

In seque!lco ni t h p/e f'l', P.ff r e l"crs t o Icr2.el . ~;1e s::.me 

s e quence , c.."'..d con."'lOt :::!.tio11, occurc i!l 4 .11: 

'It. 11• J1 ij;, •t'f/ 1HIC' ~·a;> .nr:a 
1~iN> -·IJI nJ Pl., ... , .. ~ .,,, 
12;,/ tellf .1111~ ~I/ 

PJ! occu r c ~c7t i~ 5.14: 

.lt1Cl3 ·~Ste ~Ii> • ")NfC· a~ f>I 
a8 12,il•MC ,,12• If' 



'"' ~·~:1 •m f"J •JJa 
pn~I P'~J ~SJ Pa';»f 
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In t hreatcnint; God ' s :;>u::is!mcnt U)O!'l those r:ho ~1avc sinned, 

t he prophet's phrase ;>$;) Pl;) refer .. to Israel. Other 

i.'l::lta-ices o:l God's i m!)<mdi::1g ;Jllnish.inent of ~ P1J ~re 

found i!'l 6.19, 

6.21, 

and 9.14, 

f-,t:i) • r fft 
:tJt> ftltl -ic ;)f') ~·.1M 'JJIC i> J;, 

P.A l;J~,,N ,.,~ 

1)•e1-. r:.I •1l~ .,, 'J 
al -k>ICN'I 'J\-,1.llf 

~·~ ")tlC ;.:> f >/ 
r•it>N m Pit) -I~ f-'J •JJ;) 

Ill)• P•Jll JU~~ P:> lieJ I 
(') 142t') lllKf 1111 pe. 

/"it• t;t/t AflC lJ i>lil' ?NC ;>> pl 
~Jll' ilS;> Pli>•AIC Pl•>teH 'JA 

ec., -•N P1.n•~;1 

where t he cx?re~sion aJ;, ftfi> refers clearl:r to Israel. 

The next occurrence of the ter:n 'fl i s in 5.23: 

~,, .. , .,.,,o 21 ~·., ;,.b r1/1 
a>/11 l'M> 

Here :again, t ?le terr.i ftl, c-.~ r7eU_ :;s.s the res t of the verse, 

refers to Isre.el. 

The ter::i r•~ occur3 !lext in 7 .16: 

~'•-"I ~J., Pl1l ~tll-lcr ;)ji) P•~-~t:a U'aAA-1~ i).ftt:I 
~~ ,.., •JJ"IC -·~ '.l·¥~3.n-Acl 

The ex)res~ion ~ Pli rc~ers to Isr.!el, :as is evident from 

t he verJ ne:~t verse : 
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Virtunlly t he sarne e x? ression of e.:1ger egeinst ! s re.el recurs 

in 11.14 , 

~laJU ~J., Plf;J tce.n -/tcl .,,;, r1 i>- lZ~ ll~1tn-ic ~~ 
PJ>I., 11.l •/a: p~i1 JH:J De 1JJ1~ 1.l 

e.nd, more briefly , i n 14.11 , 

;)~''' ~J~ PB;) - '\Jl IF~.M·fr: •k ~·~· 1tl1C'f 

The te:r.:i ••~ occurs ~czt i n 7. 33: 

f11';a JtN:.;:a/1 p•.ie1 It•( s~rclll t>J;J pit> .n/~ I t>J\·~· 
1 • .,,,,, ''" f 

I n t he conte~~t of7 . 30 , 

t he e Y.pr ession ~ r1;, in 7 . 33 refers to lerac l . 

The next occu rrenc e of t he ter::i PW~ is i n 8. 5: 

Pie,.,• ~~., ,,,.~ a~~aa r11u 
..... ,, .. ~lttl 

"' • wi.nl 11• 11>;, 
)Ill IJICtl 

The eT.pression ~» pf~, i r! 2.~;?osi ti on wit h P/ene, clce r ly 

refers to Is~el. 

t'¥~ i~ fot~~d ~ext in 13.10 : 

,)1 .1une:a ,,.,/;,;> • .,l1-JaC 'JINCI ''.ICfltJ ,,~ i'Ja ,,~ 
'~' .1t11>.nc .,,, r ·u •I ,..,,,r: ,,.;J" • ihr I>/• 1 

I~ ttl~• • tcf 1er: ~» 'HX> ·~·I 

Pollo-rri ng i ::une d i ?.tel:r U ;,J O!l 

,C,•,/)fCf JHi> ' pee~ ...J)IC .A ' ftflr: ;t.>3 ala• 111C 91.) 
2.,a pie,,. 

in v. 9 ;>rccedi:1g, i t i s evi dent t !' .. a t IJa '"il rei'ers to 

Israel. 

The tcr:1 n rli t:i t :ie defin ite a rt i c le occurs nc~t i n 

14.10 : 



;»~~ Pd ;ata• ..,., t>:> 
ruI ·~;\IG I> ,,r,,, Ki Pi>·S~., 
P>., ~i t>I~ •I 

PJIJ 1~j• :>Ar 
PJUC'n ~~a·1 

In t he conte~t of t he entir e s ection, 13. 1- 14. 9 , it i s 

clea r t !12t ;,~~ I'll re fe !"::; to Isr ael. 

T'ile ner.t occurrence of t;:c t er::i "~ is i n 14 .16 : 

pfen• Jl1J1n~ •·~I'e.N •·~· p;;f p•~:u 1>N"1 -'J !t: ,,,,, 
p;,.J)\ Ptl 1 eJ ~,.., ~N~/ .,lFM I'"' :J.,n;,r lJ1il •J<>N 

P.Ar'1-ftC Pt>•/r 'A:J;Jef P ll 1AJl l 
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That ,,_, ref ers t o I srael fol l ows f rO!il t :1e preceding ver s e 

(14. 1.5): 

P'JH•lt-~I •J~I •11e~ P'IC'~Ji> P't~J~./1 ilfi• 'lN~·~=> 1>/ 
ACJ.l ,.,,~ i»'i>' tel ll'l t ~nn ,.,,,~ i>Ni> I 

~"~" p·~~J~ '""'' ,,,~, ;nnl 

The on l y r e ference to n on-Israelit e ) ro?!"!.ets i s i n 23.13, 

;ala.I) •J>•tti p'ltff ·~ • ~ J :\I 
Ill~ 11e:aJ., 

/rc1c•-nc •Nr·.nrc 1r.1t11; 

the fe.lse ? ro)nets of I srae l , !ile!ltiol"led 51 ti:::les i:i t~.,_e 

book of Jere:nia:! (cf ., i n add i tion to 14 .15, e.~., 28 . 15 , 

and 29 . 15 , 

1•JJn ICJ·INt r:•.)Ji) 3'JJft-IE c•2J~ :.•N')• 'JN~·· 
'>1& ·I• ~ii> p1;, -Jue:· .nnC;J~ ~Jlkl iU~· ?Jlfe-fC./ 

s :::1ea.k 0~1l~r to Isr ael. r~ ei t!1er t!i.e 9ro?~ets a:??Obted b y 

God ( 3uc ;: c.s Jere:!li~.h ) :i.or t :1e fel se !lro:i~ets of' I srae l 

s 9ol:e dircc"!;l~r t o eny forci~ netion . 

I n 15.!., 

•taJ l'lt •Jal '"'"e' ~eN 1 Ml··PIC •It: ~11 1 1NIC•f 
UCJ•I •Ja-i•M nl• ilJ:> Plt>-llC 
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t he long section of t;ie c!'l.Q)te rc :>receding (cf ., ·13.10; 

14.10 ,16 above) clearl~r yoints to ti!e eY._:Jression ~il pig 

as reierrin3 t o I srael . 

The sa...""le holds true fo r Pt{ i u v. 20 : 

~113) -"enJ .l)NI"/ ~A.;"> Plii ?'J\.)Jf 
l'.itc 11111\IJt ,1 tl:J1 1 -1e[1 

11•3 .. la 1r •e1;,J •J" ~J\1&-•=> 
if~· Pt.I 
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Jeremi~.!1 \·1as not thre~tened b~· t he natio!1s , nor \·:~s it fro::i 

t heir ~ostile acts t hat God ~ad t o delive r ~i~ . Th e thou~~t 

in t his verse i s similar to t hP.t i:'?. 1.18, ~.v.: --
/Ji~ \ltftf1 "')3.:.t' 1 •yf p1•,1 l'Jl.JU 01J;, •JICI 

l">i<.a p1/1 ••• fi1e;, ,,,_fr .Ile n.l .JH11n It 

The term Pl next occurs in 16. 5 : 

1.u f11e• k ·>e• •Ji·he ;,/rtt "181C -.1n 1 -•h·PIC •.:> 
,Alfl"-/t P•J\f~t#ll t)N6 Pn•1~ 119' .hl.l"°*;t f~tfl 

P.Jl~ICS 'A.IU -,elC 

In the conte:tt of t i1e expres csions •111/e and -f1c1 lOfti> ·fK 
P•Nb.,9'-s i :1ce nor!here in the 3ible generall~, or in Jeremi e:'?. 

specifi c2l!y does God ever bestow or gr ant Eis favor e-~d 

compassion on a foreiei1 nat i on ( :;ec Orlins!::r, " Nationelisr:i­

Universe.lism in t !1e book of J ere:nia_1. , • in Tins::> .. ,s in 'Bib'.Uc~.1 -
Culture ~ Bi ble ·:? r~.~~ 1~.tio:1 , pz> . 122ff. )-the ~hr2.se fWJ;) 

i)J~ refe r:;: t o Isr.?.e1. 

The ter;n Pfi> ne:~t occurs i n 17 .19: 

I) '"l' 1eec Pl;, -'Jl 1l'() ;)J)lHJI f'/;, •flC ;)f ;)1 .... ;,, 

P/t .,, 1.,¥8 /3)f l.l IC.J' ">tlCt i> tf;>• ·~IN 

In t he lig;1t of v. 20 i~1cO. iately folloriing, 

)'\1.l' /;,& ~\I~· ·~lll .,,.,. - '1.11 • ..-~~ ,al ·Ite ,.,,.,,,"I 
;Jf";, ,.,'11t.l P'IC'~t) ,,/ell' ')II' f~I 

. . 



it i s evident that t !1e tcr..1 P1 i~ v. 19 r efers t o I s r ael . 

In 19. 1, 

tin .,31• -,~1~ ...h'Jil ~/;, ;)f.il' ,.,,, i::> 
r•J;>.>~ •J?.bNI P l•l 'Ji5HI 

t he " eldcr c" a.~d "~riestc" ere cle ~rly I cr.!elit c ; cf ., 

v . 3, 

?ar2.llc l to 17 . 20 ~bove . 

In v . 11 , 

aJ~ p~;,-.J>c 14'e1c :».>.'> ..1wc~~ ~,.,. ilk 1>:> p;,•J1e ~~"' 
• •• "l3,.;, •/3-JW: ~~e • .,ec3 ./ll('J;a ., • ttl ..hSCf 

a c part of t he :iarable of t :10 :;otter ( vv . :!.-1~ ) , a)j;> pis;> 

refe r s t o I ::rael. And in v. 14 , 

1"''' tc:.J:.S re ;,1~· 1nfe ""'e.c J>•.n;,N ,., .,. .,. "~ •' ,,,,. -I~-r~ .,111~·• .,.~. -.A·~ ,3n~ 
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on l y I crae l i t e s cane to t??.e Lord ' ~ Houce to n ors:1i:'l , and it 

i s to them (pJ~-I~-fK) t!l.:J.t God t ol d Jere~iah t o ~ddress 

himself . 

In 21.7, 

11\;n' -..h~I i>\t~1•-~flf l#')'?l.J-.J)K fJ>tc i>I~• -PKJ p- ''lhltl 
2.,ni>-f# ,~_,_,, J\KJi> ., , ,..) P'~W:!J.l-..h8'1 P'ih.AICI 

-UIC.,'l:)l.lJ '\•~ ~1l · INI 

f'f~, i~ ze q_ucnce ·.:i t h 

~~.., ~·T~ p• ,,ct,J:. ~.))1c1 follor:i.15 , clc ~.rly refers t o Isr::>..el. 

A.'td t he s~c :.1r o:_)hecy _J r oYicies t ho context f or t he Icrae lite 

connotation of Pt;) i n v. 3 : 

P~ ·JaS tAJ •JJa ~u· -,,." .,~ .,Nc.n 3J~ P•~-r"' 
.AllLl i"'" ·Jilli p••r.;, ?N-.AI( 



The next t h ree occurrences of t;1e term Pf~/{, L"'l 

23. 32-34 , :::.r e part of a l engthy dentmci~tio!'l (vv. 14-40) 
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of t!l.e pftn• '"~U ·::!:.om God dc!3cri nee { v. 25) e.s ,,.e~ P•IC~.I 

11e: 

•NJ-.. ~ IY.A•I Pl -,ao•1 ~ •• .,. -P~j ,?e ..AttJf" .,,~u -I" •JJ;) ( 32 
P'.1\113 dt P 1Anfe-'4 '.)J"' f'JU.!>f)a A' t'i> . ,,C..l 

i)l1l• -P~.J 3.5:>-Pli 1l1-i1• -J£f / •¥1 .1 a 

9'J,}• ICIN-~lf 111tl 1;,~ - 1te te •.)J~ _,,, 1.5;, l'Ji' l_ltce •-•:JI { 33 
3J;>i-f91CJ P.:>.Alc 1.1\ClJI tee/i-~fl-.AJC' P~•J"1e J\~fflll 

~·~· tcfrl 1ffl(' ,etc P"I-;) I ~).Ji>I ~·~J~t ( 3ft 
IJ>•~ -SJJ ICI;)~ t•1c;, -l'11 'J>\~~· 

In t he context of t his denw1ci:at i on of t he f alse prop!1ets 

t he terms Pit' and P'I/ in 23.32 , 34 refer to Ic r:-:>.cl . 

The term Pr occur:; tr:rice in Ch . 25. I n bo·i;;1 v. 1, 

.A'f;l'lt) ilJt.) i>'\&~· P'l-1:1-tr lol'N1• - Sr ;)•j')•/flC "')~ll•) 
~·J•1C"1aa ;ue.i) ~·., ~~·~· 'l{N 1-.•e" • -p , , _,.,.,., 

l;,;a 1lt1 ')3 ~1 ~;>I ::u/ 

a...'?ld v. 2' 

~ll~' ,.,_/~-h c•.:aJ~ l;>'W"l 1 'l.;n ·uc 
,"icl i-Jtn• ·~e• I:> l1e• 

t he t ero rJ, i n conct ruct r:i t h i>lli', obvio-..1.:.:: J.:r ref er5 to 

Israel and l~as t he zense of "citizens , iI"J1abit~--it s , :gop-

ulation, reside~ts ( or Judeans )." I t may be obecrved in 

passi::1g th~t ·;1!1.ile t !1e ter.:? Pl occur::: 164 timce in t:1e 

Boo}: :m<i t;1e n2l!le ill.,• 133 ti:!les, t ile CY.::>res~ ion ~lP' Pl 

occu r .::: onl:~ 3 ti~es ; e l s o, t l12:t \'lh i le t he ne:ne J;c,., occurs 

123 times i n t he '!3ooJ;: , t he e>:precsion /,c.,e• P• does not 

appea r even on ce . 

The term Pl~ occurs 10 timec in Ch . 26 ; t ;1e construe~ 
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state of P1 once. T~e s ett in!; :or the ent i re cha:;>ter is 

given in vv. 1-2: 

,,."I~•;>• .11"" ;,j» '1~l;, i>'~ ·· · (1 

~116'1 •')¥ •i>fY .J)~.)l f i>f;)t -.A'~ 1.Jf)~ lNY #ll~t ,,_IC i>.l ( 2 
~11)1 -..;\ 1..) .JHf>.J)e)/ P~.l~ 

•.. P;\•fl( ·u1I ?'_,,'U .,Uc P'1Al~')-f.> /llC 

In this context, r.nd iro:1 the u~e o:i ·:;he i:>.;.,,oo i ti ve :1h r ase 

i'11..l• Pl' i n v. 10 , it i s clea r t'1~t t h e tc r:n Pf~ i :1 v. 7, 

••• MW.,' J)IC pr.1 -l;,t P'tclJ;)I P•Ji),,l tttve ., 

. UC lta.A'I pt;,-h-ltc .,:ll/ P•flf1' .Jall:J> ')'l•f (hi !~ ; //43 . 1. ) ( 3 
.MNA .AIH ltttt;/' PT:t·l~I tt•lt'lJFp•J.l.)) 

••~· J\• .• u l.ol •N-,• -fc pJ,l -1> lilj>'I... (9 

-,11t&I p ... ,.f-,.ltt.1 P•?t~·/tc P•te~Jill P'J~'~ l11'1C'I (11 

and v. 24 

~l ••~I .J)llf-t3t.N 

... it11e/ P"I~ .f,.J.c1 P• 7f,l-I>-/~ f;> 'N"l' ')NC• I ( 12 

, •• P•C'~i'-fCt P'J.)3~-ic pr;,-/,1 P•'lti) 17Ntt•I (16 

'")ff~/ Pti> h~ -$~-IK n111c•1 f..,~ 'J~~N p•tJtc IHi•I (17 

•• ,. I;>• ,,"~-lac f;)IC.} 1 t P• l3NH ,., •")llC ... NC tl£•.Jll ( 23 
Pt;, 'J, .,l?-ltc V.l;,\J-hC ?it•I '1">0.l li),•f 

l.AIC·.ltA 1.1\l~I l~'H1•·/tc t>A'i> fH-f=a P''IUC l' 1fC 
, ..... ~t PJi) • l•;a 

refers to Israel. 

~he term Pl* in 27 . 16 , 

;,~ .,.IC' iU .,,.eel •.J\')~1 ..lJ.l Pf>\ -/>l"I tteJ,)~;t - /ICI 
·1~ ~JI) ..,,.,,1 P:>i P'".)Jn P,'"'~J ··u1 -lk lfffeA-llC 

,:>I P•JC::aJ M'4;, '1~e 13 ;,.,;,If ~>~ ~(.l~I' ,.,.lttN a>lal• 4.A·~ 

refers to t!:os e ~.;o r::1om t i1c :~lse p rO!Jhet:3 c.llegedly ~:iol>:e 

in God ' s na:.:ic . 3incc fal~e )TO :Ji1et~ a r e never ass ocia ted 

with foreisn no.tions , ~.nd s i nce t h is sectio:1 (vv. 12-22) 
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is in contrast t o vv. 1-11 ( !1ote i nitia l ~'f'J-/1C1 in v. 12), 

the expr cscio1i. l\J;) Ptl'l i n v. 16 refers to Israel. 

The t el"l!l Pf~ occur s 4 timec i n si~il~r contc~ts i n 

Ch . 28: 

,,~H 1e~ c ';\J;, 11.fr -pa ~·JJn •f;c 1H" ••• ( 1 
~ pf;, -f:>t P•Jal>'l 'J't/ i>t~• J\•~:a 

••J;,~a> •J•rl ic•~J~ ;,•JJn ltc .c•::>Ji> ~'"1' -,r-11e•1 (5 
pJ-;,-i;, •J••i• 

l"li:>-S~ 'JJ".l' j>'Jj/c~ 1~l •:>JIC .,e~ . .. (7 

... .,/rd Pl~-f:J IJ•Ji ;,•JjF) ,"'"'' (11 

The dispute bet\7een Jeremiah a.--id Ha.'l'laiah. described in t !1is 

chapter t Gl:e s pl ece ~•~· .A'Jl dur i ng t~e rci~1 of ,) ' 11.3 

llll.l' -1ft1 ; the ex9ress ion Pl~-(, i~ all 4 insta-:.1ce~ ref crc 

clearly t o !sr2.el. Likewise , i :'l v. 15, 
IC1~J) a·J~f\-/u; "'~J~ '> 1N1' ..,NIC'I 

at~· 1nre-tcl' :)•JJn a:;J - irve. ,,e _,., i>J.l Pt3 -.Ate .Jlnl;.il l>JUC# 

where t h e tena Pl~ ref e re to Isr~el. 

The next occurrc11cc of t he ·ter-ui ffl is in 29 .1: 

,f,...,.,. tc•lJ3 )'W>' n/e 1e" .,~~ 'lll ~k• 
''"'~J4l -ft,t P•J»,~ -flCt a.I tit> 'J ;>J ,,_, lie 

:./~:. p{Cf-,•N 1'"J i.J t.,U ~l~~l "lf" Pl.') -1:1 .. ff&t 

Fron t he use of the term t'ff 1 l•N, not to nention ,.,~ e.nd 

fl • ~•;\J, ( or Jererni~1' s :_) lee to Zede;·:te.it in 27 . 12-13: 

1•n1 '""·· ·I.hie ·nXll 1~~ ?IH 1-t)I P>• llCl.J -Jail; e.c•,l.., ( 1.2 

•·-111111 ~- UUllA ~Ill )( 13 
it is clea r t l::?.t Pli'l rcf ero here to I sr:;a.el. T!1e same is 

true of Plil i;;. t he 3 ot her occu rrc:ices i n Cl1 . 29, whic~1 

re, orts J ere::iio.h ' ~ le-'.;~.;cr to t !1osc r:ho:i iiebuc::1a tl11ezzar 
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exiled t o B~bylon (v . 1) : 

"' .:o,.f9' ~e·.;) ?~l' -S~ "' ;)• 1NIC ~~-·~ ( 16 
.NU>l 1'"~ ;)ea•;, r1;,-J~-I~c 

tfi»-l:J-S~ p•).tO l'3 iJ;>Nh> ?hC;a J>ni! ~.MC .,tlC fl• ••• {25 
"'ttlil:J p•Ji>3.l-S~·fiet . •. ~'J.J3-lic1 pfe1')•i ?e.c-

llC~ -;a".,, -~I• "~;, Pli> -(rJ>~ .)ti' e• ac 11 ;,• ~· acf... ( 32 
••• t>I_,. -Pt"J 'N1·S-;>e ¥' 1Jtc-~£1C 

The contents is e~.c::! c c.!';e (cf., -I:>- ftcl 1 n KO, -[IC 2£1•~ 

")••i ~el·ll "'"' i:i v . 16; -1~-rec1 .•• ~·J•.J -J"ec1 Pfep•J 

p•Ji))j) i "'1 v. 25; r-.nd ••• ~li1 1 -Pk"J .,.,,_;)el •JK - 1tlC ;uC..) 

in v. 32 ) i ndicate Israel as t '1e Pl~. 

The next occurren ce of t~c ter.1 ri;, i~ ia )2.-12 : 

~J:> Pl:)..Jic •JUC~i' 1t1CJ :JI)' ,,."" ;>~- I.) 
,..,,,. ~· ;:)1' '-'JtC p J>~., '11/n~ 3 ;ri-,~ .. fa ..1ut 

P~·f• .,l\ ·~JIC ~It ;,;uC~-f.:>·JUC 

The ,·1l1ole l atter )~rt of c;1 . 32 (vv. 36-1~4 ), dee linc ?.z it 

doec Y!i t il t !1e ? romisea restoration c i'tcr t !1e exile, i ·1dic2tco 

clearl~r that Vi> PIS;> r efers to Ic~cl . 

Ch. 33 dee.ls \·Ii th t he return or I srael f ro::i C~_Jtl vi t ;r 

end t~1e rcctorc::.tion of the :uonnrc~:;r o.nd ? ricst11ood 'Lmdc r 

God ' o c ovenant; cf., c. s., vv. 14, 

and 22 , 

;U(i> 1~-...-.hec •JU~J'tl "J>t»• PICJ P•teJ ,.,,., iJJil 
~\lil ' .J>•:a-lrt I cit• ..n•~-i~ ~.,~ ,e" 

'll• '9t •.,S-MC ~~-,IC I'··· 
'.IMC 1.lllllf p 1 lf~-l>ICI 

I n t h i s co:1teJ:t , ~i;~1c c;:;Jr cssion :>JJ Pli> in v. 24, 

1tltcf t '>:ll il.5;, PU·;>H .n•tc1 tcf:t 
POIClf'I P~.'l »I;>' in;a •?21C. J\llt~tN:t 1.J>C. 

Pl'J~I 'tl llf ..J)r;,11 pJCJ• •IQ-J>ICI 
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-even though t;1e l atter ,~rt of t~1c ve~e l s hc.rtl l :: origi n a l -

must refer to Is~el . 

Doth occu r ren ces of pg~ in 34 . S, 10 ref e r to Israel; 

t he pass~t;c dc~ls with Zedcl:ic.h ' c covenA."1.t ·,;i t h the Eebre·:~ 

ol~ve-ormers i n Jeru:::;e.lc::i to f r ee t::eir c l c.vcs : 

pr:1-f.,-.n.: A•i:l 1;,•11-' ?SHi) .n"ll •1nc... ( 8 
... pie 1 >·~ .,er 

... A•'))~ •c;J - 1CK Pr:>-f:ll P•'lta-J.1 1i Ht'I ( 10 

In 35 .16, 

ftl.J .,,~ Pi> •x J\13N-.JMC ;a:n -1) ~1J 'il' •J.) IN'?':J •:> 
• I IC lrt~t .:S }Ji> pf;) I 

I sre.e l i:'l e enc ral io COr.l~)t=-.rcd U.."lf~woro."ol~· to t }:c Rc c !10.bi tc::; 

i n po.rticul~r. I :1 the conte:~t of v. 17, 

lc-w• ·~[" J>l,lJ •;,k ~I~' iNIC·;>~ pf 
p/cri• ·~et· -f;, ltt.r -111~' -f~ c•~N •JJ,., 

, •• P~ •Sr '..1'..,>1 '>elC -;»l'l il -/;, J>te 

t he e x:;>r eooion ;>J.l pr;, in v. 16 rc:f'c rc to I s r ael. 

The term p•a. occu r s 1 t i mes in Ch . 36, t n ice i n ·the 

passe.t;e ( vv. 1- 3 ) in \"ti"!ich Jeremic.!1 dictctc~ ~lis pro?:1e c i c s 

to Dc.nich , i n vv. 6 

a.'ld 7 ' 

PJ.t> •J5c.l ;,rtt• • ., :n .1uc ••• ~u,,:1 .1,.,.,,, i>Juc ..n1c:21 
itlltl' -l;, 1Jil'.l Pl• Pl~ Pl'~ t)I ~· A•~ 

.-.b Pl;)-/r ;,,.,, ,.1\ -ltec i»Hf> ~· ltc~ /1 l~ ·~ ••• 
F..l"ld 5 t i n e:: i n t:1e section \"111ic;1 rela t e s t h e read i ng of 

the Boo:: b~· 3nruc:1. ~he ter:n occurs i n v. 9 ( bic); -
f't:>-i~ f Pie I">• .l Pf)-/::> =>I)• 'Jal Pl.J lie') i' ... 

p/t. n•) iUl1 1 
'"'" P'~.l~ 

.•. -..1~· ./)':l ,~, .. .,, '"ll' -Jue lao.l ?•.,~ IC,?'' ( 10 
PJ1 -I> •J.69'.J 
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in si~ilar )hrE.sing i n v . 13 , 

IHe -,i1c P • ll-:t · fl JUG IJ>'> 1N ,,,,J '4l 1 1 
Pf~ •JilC~ 'ao..J ;,,.,, IC.,?~ 

end i n v. 14 , 

1Nicf. •• l~'JhJ•fl •11;,• ·JllC ?f'll-/tc P'lei'J-J:> 1nJ1•1 
···?I• 1l'l ~Jtl? PJ'3 •J.S"l n~ J>1c.J? .-,~" ;,/l14;, 

In a l l 7 i nct a.ncco t:::1e ter.'il Pl=> refe rs cle 2.rl~1 t o I f.:racl . 

The next occurrence of t ';1e tcr:i Pl:> i s i:-i 37. 4: 

"'IC tJJ)J -IC.fl P~ il ?U\l tel I 'I ~l f ~•ti.,. I 
(') tc•I:>:>) IC ll::n h ·~ 

In the cont ex i; of vv. 1-2 :?r eccd i?1g 

. ,.lil';>U ?IN-?IN'I ( 1 

iUa• ..,~i-lrc f-,c., Prt •·~~J'f " ';') rNe. teff (2 
~·;u:. ,.,,N..,. 'l·~ 'l~'l .,e~ 

the phras e Pl~ ?IJ>l i;i v. 4 h~s t he !!lcani~1G of " :c>.:.10.1c t:.1e 

people of Is~el," as it does i a 

,,.Jl f-,,; · .ta~II pJe11•N 1:.•N1• &!.1'1 ( 31 . 1.2 
Pf;) ;ll.Jl~ Pf.ti ?f nJ 

... •~·s,t-1£ "'~ u.A•r. .. 1;,•ffl'·-"t: ,,,? '' 1n:e•1 ( 39 .1_4 
Pl~ ?U•l ~e 'I Jl'~i> fr. fi)".Jt:./ 

l:a>-1IN \·~a;> -,er: .... i)•/1i-lec ;)~· .;>le·-~I IJ'\USI ( ~0 .5 
•• . PJil 11.l>l I.la~ ~el i>llal' •')Jl 

••• pl~ 11.hl UtlC .lt'I i>_,.a311;> ,.?.,,IC·f~ :t•S~l-lt. 1;,•tcl' IC.>•I ( t;0 .6 

The term Pl/ oc cu r s ne :;-:t i n 37 .13 : 

1'\)f/I ,, ''C'O )N IO>'ijJ <;»fru .. /t. ·~·H"' .,NIC'I 
cl:>:> .n 'l ·I~ •.ntr: P-'IJ>J - •J .lJ..l ;-1/1 

In t he co~tej:t of Je re1:?ia'i~ • s ir:1_irisonmcnt dc!';cri bed in vv. 

12-15 , 

.. • Pfel-,•N 1;,•11-,• «3'1 { 1 2 
. .. ~"t:l' ... Pel f#'J=> 1U.l l:t;> .. ·~ 'I ( ~-3 

P''>e')·fte •~c:>•• ·~·1111•> ~ "c1• eaJ>•1... ( 14 
·uoc~ .,,. ·~ ll>UC IJJ>JI U>t: ,,.,, l;)'N., •• Jr P'lf-~ 9'11'1 ( !5 
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t he ex!)r ession ;>j;, P1S in v. 18 refe rs to I srael. 

The term pi;, in 33 . 1 , 

,. • ., :n;, -.ntc ...... ,. f ':lt 1. .. ;)•'3e J"' • 1 
"lNIG/ Pl';) -S:>-Itc. .,l~H lil•N1• 11*= 

in t ee midst of ::!. c~1apter deccribing J c renia!1 ' s · i mpr ison-

ment ~nd f olloning t he :!.ar r 2.tive of Ch . 37 p receding , r efers 

to I s rael. Si:lli lar ly , in t !!e :9rinccs ' rc s:_? o~1se to tTcre·Ji r!.h ' s 

pro?hecy in v. 4, 

. ~.s;) e•c;) -J\~ CJ """'' 1/tt;> - fte P'")f.~ 11NIC'I 
.•• P¥:l-f:J 111 

• • • J>~ a::nN "':. ... •:> 
~•">1-PIC ':J ;,.S;) Pll p1SeI ei~ tJJ'tc a~" e•,c;, •:> 

t Ls.e e:{~rcszions •fa·f:> and i>.» p1I bot:1 refer to I cn:-.el . 

The tel":!l PU occur s 4 t ines in c:1. 39, i n the sec tion 

(vv. 0- 10) describi ng t~1e fate of the 9or>ulation of Jen~.­

salem after t h e city ' s fall to t he forces of Me buchadnezzar: 

IC> ,.,,,, la'le pre> "''l-.nac1 ?Ill;, .n•:1-.1uc1 ( 8 
IJAJ Plen• ./'twlh -.ltlCC 

1•6• tlaJ ">tr P•l~Ji>•.l"CI 1•n ••1ceJ, pw-:a .,_,,, .11r:1 C 9 
I-a> P'hl' --~'1 Jl« 1~1lJ ;ail~ P'?ICtJa Pa~ ")J)1 ,.t:I 

••• fllCiillJ 1 11Ceil . •. P 1 /l~ Pl~·JNI (10 

···'"~' ,,~> 
In all 4 i nst ances , as i n t he ::>ar allel yass aee 52.15, 

••• ">•¥) P'"l~eJ~ Pl~ -,Jl•-J\ICI Pl:a .J\lflttl 
P•n¥-:a., f\IC"),5 t:aJ i.lti) 

t he tem Pn c J.ee.r l ;r ri;:fers to I s?"P.e1. 

The next occur rence of t he term .-.~ is in 41 .10 (bis ), -
i n a lJ2.Ssage (vv. l J - 16) deEcribine I s!mc.el ' ::; trc~t::icnt of 

)~3N;) nr: p1;, Jt''Jt:f-1>, viz ., 

7/t1-:a .htJ"l -~ il33N) -,e~ Pl~ J\1.,ICt /;,-.['« ••Nt• le'I 
... ;taJH2 P•ltceJ~ Pl~ .,,_,,"' 
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In the co!ltcxt of 40.G c::uoted a bove, the term Pl~ here, as 

well as in vv. 

refers to Isr2el. 

. .. µna•-J>t St'ne• .. .ntc ick p1., -I:> ,,,"..,, •a• a ( 13 

. •• :>~.JN~-(N S.:11r1e• ~le·'letc PJi>-l:J 1:>0 ' ' ( 14 

PR .I)•")~ e -1:> hlC •.• fJ n1• 1\1' f ( 16 
••• ';l33Ha fN ••• leciNe· Jlr.N ~·tal .,CIC 

The ter.n Pit> occur s tv:icc in Ch . 42. In li.:;1·.t of t he 

idiom ia'\t \11 ft~N, c ii.d in ;;:1e conte:':t of Cli. . 41 iJrecedi~~.: , 

the t er.n pn i!l both v .1, 

2.i"ld v. 8 • 

refers to I~rael. 

n-,1-p 1Jn1•1 P•/•ni> ">t·I., 1cl•1 
/11l 111 1t1H Pia-/)1 i1•1e ' " -1:a ;\'J5•1 

The expression ,.,~ -/:> occurs 4 ti::ies i n c:a . 44 , ,·;hic :1 

begins :·rit~1 the c lear st~teae??t (v. 1) t hn.t Jcre:ni?.h \·:es 

addressi!1g t h e Je\·:ish co!!Lritt."li t y 

P''ll~ · ~-1> lk 1i•N11 -SIC i\ 19>-"''" ·u1~ 
•• JH?311 l11C:I ''.Jt 19' 

So thet ~-~-I~ in vv • 

•.. 1ueJo. /lt ... ,•eJcit-IJ ·~·ra1•-n1e ur•1 (15 
···''.,~N 1.,1'2 P 1 lt'~ Pli>-l>r 

P•tJ~-l•a p·-,~~~ · /• PJ-:.-J>./rc l~•N1 1 ,,.IC•I (11i~)(20 
.,,.er/ .,;n 1.Ak r•J•~ pra-~3-Ji'I 

P1tJ'3-/:J-lte1 PJ-:>·b-lr 1>1 N'l ' ., .. IC'I ( ~4 
P 113H f')tcl 1CIC >H~' - /> ;lli»' ·1ll llN£ 

refer:; clea.r!J to I c rac1·. 

I n 46.24, 



, . .,3., .,,.~ ., e •>;) 
l'~l-PI l '.l ~JJ\J 
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the ternt Pl, i!1 con::;truct ;·.·i t i1 p~J , refer s to one of the 

The next occurrence of the t e rm Pl in t he c onstruct 

state , in 48 . 46 , d1ere it is used in conot:n.1ct v:i t :-i ~IN~, 

refers to the ::oabitc s : 

~ICt~ p-'llC 
tfN:> - PJ 'lC 

•:ae~ ?'Jl '"?I - •:> 
a·~tl ? 'AJ:U 

The last occurrence of the term pO in t~e :9001: is 

f owid in 52 . 28 : 

r:::.e-.nJD ">Jtc.,l=>•lJ :>II.., itic pr;> il.S 
~elet ,. • .,.,. p•alr .1aele p•1 n • 

The term '' here , i !1c lucling t h o3e exiled f rom Jeruz~le:.i 

(v. 29 ) e.nd the r•u~• (v. 30 ) , refers to IsraeJ . • 

Altoget !ler t ::1e term ,_, r!i'th the definite crt i c l.c (in­

cludin~ the CY.J rcssion ~~ ,..// pljj) or i:"l t !1e co:'l~truct 

s t a t e oc curs 100 tir.ies in t !1e boo~·: of J cre:iia.!;. ( about t h ree-

f ifthc of t ile total nu.~be r of tnstances , 164 , i n ~·1h ic'1 t he 

t enn Pl is used), i :1 ever:/ i :1stanc es refcrri!le to Israe l . 

•• ·::i t·"l ?'i r~t '?crs 011 S11ffb: 
L:.. ---- --~- -~--- ------

The singul~r f or:i •111 occ'l.'!.rs 38 ti::ne~ in t he book of . -
J e remi:?.:1 , e:-.c!1 time refcrri-r.~ clearly to Israel . Ti1is i s 

to be e~:>ected, £.s nor:t1ri.ll~r "I.::r :>e O:>le" can refer t o no 

otl~cr _ieo, l e t:1e..'1. Isreel. (I:::G>. i o.?l 19 .25, ~1~ere 'NI' refer::: 

t o L£;:f~t , i s ~ ~otable excc) tion.) 
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I n 31 inst:lllces God is t he spe~~~er, t :1e term '"' de-

••1/te td' :>N:tl p•';j/tt, •1t .,•N•Ol;) ( 2 .11 
,.,,, r:11, n1:u .,,,.:)·•«•• 

•u1 ::te1 .n11., P•ne-•, (2.13 
, .. n ,. H ')Ii>"' f~jr 'IHC 

p•")~e.J JHllC~ J\l11Cl P~J ;)Jnl 
p ·~i' lf3• -~/ ')tC 

;Jt~•-i,°' f~") PJlJC 1n;oi ( 2 . )1 
/sc.-,e •I •Jl'';) 1ll~a\ 

~·lar:. .. - f~a:-PIC 
f.l:tl 1N'I 11NIC 11\N 
t•lf'. ~If Kf~J-tctl 

:.•ti 9)/IJ)~ D.Je.n11 (2. 32 
:) •')t? ':1/:J 

•Jrn'e •Nit .,.Oii f'IC p•N• 

,Jtn•l1 ;j~-PS/ 1~1C' c•~:> A6l ( /: . 11 
.,~,N~ p•ae ,,J n11 • H• •.h~ 11\ 

,,_,, tell .1>1-,Ji ~II 

'Nf l•uc ·~ ( 4 . 2 2 
Ill' tel ~ 

~Ni) ~·l>o r•J> 
i•~ P 1J llJ IC/I 
11ill ~N::t P •ton 
""' rel 2 •t • etll 

P••t., 'H•~ '"3NJ - •.> ( 5. 26 
p•t If' 1t> 1It 1 

n3'• reeJ~ ,,..,.eN 1:1 ·J~ 

?ttl llClJ P'~.1Ji\ ( 5. 31 
ra •''·I• ,,,, , ... .,~~• 

p 12~1C ..... 
a.a•., 1>1el re u ~., 1 

;,/1J·I• 'NJ 11~-,,rc ( 6. 14 

'''' '"' rr/e P ''' .,.,"' 
13:aft .... ;\ ,.Jl,,.J a1n;a ( 6. 2 7 
p~l)-AIC Aln~ l'lJ)I 
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Pe •we .,.J~e -,etc 1J ·c~ .,&E •" 'i"• -l1e tcJ - t>I •) ( 7 .12 
f1e.,t• ••• ,,,.., •JfN 1/ •.n•e1 -,eac Jat:. UClf ~J•~k.,, 

f"fle) ~n•on-P.! ( S.7 
)'lJ'IN ;-J'' 

?llll t'> OIOIJ o•or .,,,., 
~Jee~ .AJ-J)ac n"e. 

· 11\t ~ '"II 
i>l~t eacN J)IC 

tltJ -lt •MJ...A~ .,,e -.A~ <'~ tai•u uca> 'I ( 3. 11 
,.,,, l'ICf p1/e Plie 1H~I 

:J\U:~J ll I;>• .,..,, ~:> pl ( '.) . 6 
p•AJn~I P~')l.J •JJ'J 

~~Ir: ?'IC- ' :> 
'"l·A2 1J 3W 

•lnJ:. P'l~.J,. p• l1i» ·J~e -I~ -Si >n • "lHtc ;,J ( 12 . 14 
,.N11~ l•N PtAJ •JJ) lc?e •-.he •NJ-AIC ·AlnJl- -,ec 

P31A,. e1.1tic )ll)' .h ·~ ·Ase• 

1111~ r=-t31 ' Ill ·~.,l -AIC flNl 1 lNI-•~ l 1 ~I ( 3:: )(12 .16 
ll:i;) •~' '11 •u ~IC n HI '>etc:J i\ 1) • - • n 

'NI 11.Jt:I IJ2JI 

,.,,., • .,re::a ,.,~,..;a ,., $1q ( i. 5 . 7 
· '11¥•.AIC 1.Al~IC 1.Jl/':)t 

Qt 11!11 Pa\ 1 :>''1H 

.,,,, •t1ll •111 •Jn>t-·> ( 1.3 . J.5 
r~·>,,:I pa/eJ•f 

,, .. ('.) .,,,,, •/•le.. 
Al~ •.AJ A lll 
•lllo ~I i'l\ 

'NlJ•.IUC .. ' l'lil P''l-,~-Jf l1e.1e• •t>Jtc :Jlt>1 1"11:·~, pl ( 23.2 
PAie P.h7?3 "'' PanlJU •JIC3-J>.C PA33=> PJ)IC 

lli> ' -PICJ Pl' Si•N f')-.hte p;,•/• lpa •JJa 

al•.n 'A"'., l''*e '"':a.Qi ( 23 . 1 3 
kaa '" .lJ;t 

/C'Je• •AC 'fl¥-.AIC 1¥.l)•t 

•110;1 nHt-PICI ( 2 3. 22 
•HlJ·AJC ,.,:n 1rNe•1 

• .,) p~'lN Pllf'I 
P'a 1 ll111 •lNI 

'Ne ·H~-JUC n·~e-:>J ,..le,,~ ( 23 . 27 
•~•.,I e•.c 1-,ao• .,ea: P.11N1in'> 

I•~~ •Ne-.1uc p.l)a:lre 10-;,e. -,e1e:> 
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'Hl~IC "'"' ' P\"llO'• ~·~ ·-P~J .,1e JHlffn •IC,J-lr 1JJI ( 23 . 32 
p•.n•a-"'' p•r.,.ie-tcl · ~JJ&:I PJ>dl\alt p;,•i1e:a 

~li>'•PtcJ ~ ~,,·Pll tS•"fl' -"J / •tflll 

,,,J -S11 •tdhJ, ;"iHe-i• l1a •JJ;> ~I)' ,we.:-~> pl { ~9 . 32 
~J~ PJ)-?IA:a )£1' ( 1 fC ti >'~'·tel 

~•)•-rtcJ •11¥1-.,t.J •Jr:-ietc l•'~ 1>1ci•-ec/1 "u. _,, .,l, .,,0 .. 13 

••• A•:Je-Ai '-"le1 ;,1:.•-Ptt.J ''"l ''"' ;,J~ 'l ( 30 . 3 
t·uc.)-llC. p•i.;ae.~r ;\Ill' i11ac i>lU'f l~1e• 

~tt.i•t PJ\ltc/ 1A_,._, • .,ete 

111 •·J~~, eaJ •.1>•1.,1 ( 31 .14 
Ill&' •:Ht -JJIC 'HI I 

i) ,., I .. PICJ 

.At1>ae.~~ 'AC 1Ncl ,,l, ~~3 Pl~·;)N J)'IC'l c1/1 ( 33.?.~ 
pecJ• • .,, -.1uc.1 po"'"'' ,), '3U' ,n~ .,er 

P:t'Jal •al ''~ Jtl'lN 

••• c~ >•;,J f' i) nn;a~ 1c3 ( :;0 . 6 
PUJJt ~ p;, I'., 

("; P'~lle) Pl~:Jlt P'?~ 
13lt> ttr:a~ -/le 7iU~ 

PJ.:n 1n:>t 

1N¥ .,)1.1\N UC 3 ( 51. • 45 

11aJ-J11C e•ac '''"' 
~·~· • f tc l17PH 

I n 7 i nstanc es Jere::ii a!1 i s t 11e s::_Jca~ter, t :ie ter-..i •11¥ 

ft·•">An 1Nl•A2 (6.26 ,•c:a •eh.A:> I 
,r-•e 'I ~ • n• J~rr. 

P'111NA l30N 
u•I• l1t3 IC)' pc.Ai) '=> 

'1&¥-.Al Alie lt?-i>J;> ( 8 .1-:J 
P' p ft1N f11CN 

f1•3;) f'IC :»Ii>'~ 
,.~ l'IC i>~SN·PIC 

PiJ•loa2 'JfOl~i) fllH 
.,3J 1/a1>a 

•n.,)e;, •N¥-J):> .,~t-1¥ ( C. . 21. 
•J.ni~Di> ilNI '.lt'1;" 
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\Jfl~ flt. ·~3~ ( 3 . 22 
Pe l'IC t:•')-PfC 

;,.nS'I tt:l 111 H • ~ 
•Q-Jt~ A:>')IC 

f"N •tee., fA•-•N ( 3 . 23 
intH ")li'N 'J'll 

tt/ 111 Pftll' i»~~tcl 
'N1-J).l •Jih JHC 

?l"\H::» 'JJJP-'N { 9 . l 
P'h'llC 11JN 

'l'f-.MC '3~.S-lcf 
P.ltlCH )~/IC I 

p•aJ:JH P/~ •J 
P'l~::a A1.1 I 

~J., ., ll 3-.J)IC P) •'IC J9 ?lfCI ( 14 . l 7 
Plill'I ')f•I ~IN~ •J•J t>J~')A 

9)J•1nA-llCI 
~1~ eJ In~ 1le ':J ,e,. -:Jltu i>3N •NJ·A~ All.Ja:J 

The pl~ral for.n •J~! occur~ only in 46 . 16 , 

Seal ~~.,~ 
•~•~-Ire t•c taJ-pt 

IJNI -fc ;>)tJf i>NI? l.,NIC •I 
IJAlllH fltc.•ltt:I 

i>JI'" l1n •JaN 

in Jere:nio.h ' s !)TO)!lccy concer:'ling E::;:-;Jt. I !l t he co:itext of 

v. 13, 

1~~,~~·" ICl~f IC•.lJ;) li>'N')•-llC ;>t;,• .,;n 1e~ 1~1il 
P'".3" f1tc-J)~ JU~)/ l;a;a ?IN 

t he ter.:i IJN¥ in v. 16 refers to peo? lc of ~~·pt or any 

forei i:;-a ( :io:i-Israeli te ) ;1:ltio:i. 

The Te?"i.l p_-. ·::i. t· ! 3cco:~~ :?c r :10:1 3n".:"~i :-: 
--- ---- .s. ---- ------ ------ ~~--

The for=i .J~J/.?!!J occnr.: l:- ti::ics i:.1 t:~c boo1~ of Jcre::ii ah , . . 
each ti:nc i :i rcferc:'lcc to ! Grael . ! :'1 boti1 22 . 2 , 

ll1 fC03-ll ae'i'> 111~· 1IH ~1) 1 -")l~ JNe "''NICI 
•ltc;t P''lle~ P'~lt> 1N11 1'l~rl ~IC 



2.:.! 0 27 . 13 . 

;)I~' ,:n 1h:~ 1:\,::ll :n1::i ~.,n;, rnl ilJlK l.l'tlUn ;">M[ 
[)J ~[N -.J', IC. ~:ll' 1 -KJ ')elC 'lc!i>-lc 

dc:iotc~ " t:~ e ·: i !!.:; o.t Ju~:·: • ::: _'c o .le ." 

I :i bot i~ .) l. 7, 

nr.d 32 . 21 , 

:>IJ 1 7N~ -;>:> - 1.J 
tJnNe ::q i 1l u 1 

P•&lv eic '>~ 1iaJ• 
nNIC.I tU"J l '0 1 ,1Je;, 
?~lS-J)IC ~1 ;) 1 ~e f;) 
/~")<!' J)•·H:C J)IC 

p•J).;>IN~I .})IJ)IC;) PIJJN !">ICl'4 f1e.,e 1 -.J'll.: 7N~ -J\IC :C31' f 
fill IC'"')IN;)I i)• /CJ ll 1~1CH ?~.>n :t'..11 

I t r cfcrn to t--.c l~ F-c lites or.1.:· i r. 22 . r. , 

i)j;) J\'~~ •11e~ rJCll ;,~;, 1 ::n i> -~c 1e11 .I) 1e ~ ·P/C '.) 
p•olo:ll ::>~,~ P '~ J/ llCOJ-IJ tni P 1 :ll! ' p•:>I N 

IN J I ( ':> I ~ ;n 0 1 • 1.:H I Y- I ;> 

nhcrc i t de~~tcc "D~vid ' c : c0 J l c ." 

! :1 3 

refcrri~c t o ?~ar~oh ' ~ ~co _1 J.c ; ; ... '> 7 1 ,, 
- ·· - ·· -·· 

iroc/ µ/ac -;, P ' 1:::n il ·h:J •J'l'l~l ~H f;)' -?iN ;i• ? B -J1e.1 
f'nl IN!I t.l l lC n::Hf f ;u tiN h.:l P:J 1)/Cl3-J\IC l lC •;);i 

29 



,.., •J:a/ •••. .,,." ;l, 
lk,t•I rte P·J~=» 

111•~ e?11 -PIC 
li --"~ Pl N ,.,, J 11 N 

:M• , • .,,~ t#•I 

rcfcrrinE, to :.:alcan' s ,eo::>le, t he A.l!l."?lonites. 

In the 12.st occur!"e::1c e of the forn Ifill, i :1 50. lG , 

l~:aH 1.,15 1~1~ 
-,.3, J>~~ ll N ea.,., 

IJ3• IN• -It f 'le ;tJf•t) ~">n •JaN 
IOIJ• l3'11C/ t •tel 

t he term does not denote rx!!Y !larticnl2.r !leo:Jlc or nation , 

but has the meaning of •a."l~·one, evcr::•body ." 

The Plural loM of the '~er.n 1tt 
- ____ ...._ 

The plural for.n ~'9'1 occurs 3 t imes in t :1c hook of 

Jeremi ah. In 10.3, 

ICl1 /29) P'N'I:) .At1._n-•:> .... .,~ .,,.,, 1•-·~ 
1JJN> e")h• 'l1 i)eJN 

a pro;_Jhecy addressed to I s rae l (cf., vv. 1-2: 

30 

/1C")C' .1t•:a '''l'"I ilt;t• .,ll WIC ll\tl-J>" lrtlt- (1 

•.• nN/.Jt-/tc P' "i> ,.,\-/IC i>I)' ")Nie iO )( 2 

t he ter.il p•n~ s t c.nds in contl"t'.st to Israel, ~nd refcrn to 

t he foreiC! !'l~tions. 

In 34.1, 

n~ .,J,, 1.JIC)~~l~Jf i>li\' JHCtf l~'Nl1 -/1C )•)-~ .,,ia ,.,,,,,J P 1 t1¥~ -1' ~· H' Aieti1H f lie Jtu/HN-/:n 1l•n-I~• 
l1t1C/ ., •., ... -I> -I• t p/ en• -/'r 

the ter.;i P'NI~ c~c~rly refe r s t o non-Isr.ielite~ . 

Pinally , in 51 .53 , 



lf lJ.A~ ll 1• .AllC:lJ ;)I)' •1: ill 
i'~ ,,.,, /~a _,, u•n 

IAJ' e1e:. P 1:>2~~ ;)•~JU 

1'1-'l~ P'N1' "''l 
elC•'l:. fUN.:J't . ,,,., 

at the end of J ere:nia.h • s pro, hecy describine t :1e fr.11 of 

Babylon (Cns . 50-51; cf., e.g ., 51 . 48 
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ra=- .,elC i'>I f,IC, ''Nt 1~~-J, IJJi I 
P 111 IC~ t>/ Cl~ll' ,..,,~J 1C1;,• l'fJ3lil ·~ 

il)1 •flCJ ) 

the term ,.,.. ( -1c.rallel to l''llC/, <1 .v.) t=i.g .... in refer:-: to 

foreign nations . 

In fine, t he tem Pf refers s pecific211:· to Isr:>el 

in more t han nine-tent~s of its occurrence~ ; it refers t o 

foreign net ions \1he11 used without a pron o!ili?lal ouff i:w= ( 5 

times), or in the first 9erson plural :fonn 1J., .. ( O!lc e ), t he 

second pers on fona ,,.,. ( 3 times), or the plural for:n ,.,.,., 

(3 times). I n 1 i nste..11ce the form ••• rc:ers to ~.!lY nc.tion, 

whether Israel or no!l-Isreelite. Whenever the term t'r 

appears t·1 i t h ti1e definite a rticle or in t he :first or second 

person forms ••• and ,...,, ~ total of 130 instances, it refers 

only to t he peo::>le of I srael. The term is u s ed in construct 

with a ~ro,er noun in 10 i nstances, 9 times nith Israel (in­

cludin g J ud::-_:1) a.""l.d once rritll n n on-Israelite 02.tion (e1•> 

in 48. 46 ). I:i ;nost i nstences t :'!.e term ftf means • people, 

residents , i~habit~nto ," or i~ used as a synonym for •nation•i 

8 timec •,;:hen refcrri:ig to Israel, 2...'1.d once \·1hen referring to 

a foreicn n::;.tion, t he term ;1c.s the :::.bstract sense or •r>eople-

hood, natio:1hood." 
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III. !J.E. T:.:P.!.:S Jl/!t'' -;>oaew, :..!!.· £Q !!.! 

The Te r 1n ~t>f tlfl -----
The term 2,SNtf occurs 15 times in t he boo,i: of Jeremie}1. 

The iirs t occurrence of t!.1e tcr:n is i n 1.10 : 

JU,JNM~-111 p•1l<:>-l'f -:>J) Pl'~ ?'~11~ ~~.., 
t U\J/1 e IJ>Jf 

01"1'111 l'~UC ;>I I 

The expression~l>SMNi)-S• is 9erellel t o P' ";,-S11. ncgardle~s 

of the precise nuance of t he pr c, osi tion S¥ (" about , con­

cerning, to"), the tenn JHl/tlM mc?_'Vlz " such na tions as a re 

mentioned in Chs. 46ff ." 

In 1.15, 

i)li>'-PICJ iUl~J .IU3/NN JUn-:JeN-1>1 IC7? 'JJ:> ·~ 
,,. ,.,. •11e n.n .. 1tc:o, ''" u.1u1 11: :.1 
t>ll~' ,..,, -I> /11 ~·,o ":J'J>Nm-/:1 Ii I . 

the ex?ression ~I~) ,,.,INN r efer s to t hose (foreign) nations 

that nill attac l-: Israel; si:iilarly, in 34.1, 

1-::a:. -?IN ")JIC,l>l:Ut "JI~' JUCN f3'N')•-llC ,.-.,."JflC ">:tlit 
I\' .AltNN f11C Jlt:>SNt1·IJI tl•n-s,,, 

~·.,¥·13•111 PSl111-l1 P'Hnl'J P'N¥'3-l>t 

t he term Jtl~SNN, in seC'luence \7i th .S•n S>a S:a:J 1111 '1JIC,l>t~ 

and ''f. 11•·111 P'lllr>IJ P• .,1;,-S~1, cle:iotes non-I~~.elite 

nations, ~robably fro;n the i.~cso::,J ota."ilian and nestcrn Asiatic 

region. 

The ter:n JU>INtl occur~ !lC~t in 15.4: 

f')IC) .1n>iwtt 1-,I O ~It.SI> ;>1151 P•A.nJI 
Pltn·~ 1e•·">etc·I• tn•~ ,SN t')•1jn• ·1:a ~·JN ISla 
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The phrane htc3 .nt:>IM,,. J,l a>llil P1 J1.nJ1 recur:; 71i t hout sig­

nificant c i1a"'lge in 24 . 9 ; 2J . 18; and 34 .17 . I n each in::;tence 

t he phrase f.,IC, J)t:>SNN S3 cle~.rl:,r denotez " t:te ·:.-hole \-,rorl d." 

The term ':)31• occurs t,·:ic e i n Ch . 13 , in v. 7, 

and v.9, 

in connection Y:i t h t he 2llc.sory of t!'lc :?Otter antl hi:: clr-.~; . 

In t he context of a section (C!ls . l~-2~) cicc.linb r:it:1 t he 

transgression/\'lrongdoing end punish.'!Dent of I s rael, t 11c t erm 

'3,INN, \·:hilc embracing any na tion or kinG<lo·n, denotes c3cci­

ficelly Israel; cf., vv. 6, 

lc11• A·~ '~':I P•-p '>ll'iJ l';I ~Mn> :> J'J ... 

and 11, 

.,.,te.I ,,,,,..,. •;1c1• -111 i>Jll' e·~·l1e 1e.1-.,.,11; ilAtl 

••• ~:MnH r,•/1 .lent t>lJJ P3•l• '>31• •:>JIC a>J;> )1'1' ..,,." :>) 

The neY.t occurrence of ti1e term Al>lllH i:; L"l 25 .26: 

1•n1e-lc t•tc ••1n~:u ''21'>P~ fP.J3 .,,,../, AKI 
~) •Ja-1• 1elC hit:> .ltl:>INNi>-13 .t«I 

..., .,.,~ i>.At' ~e ?1•11 

The context for tais section is introduced in vv. 15-17: 

•ltc lr.lt' ·~llC )11' 1111C iJ, •3 ( 15 
IAllC ~.A'lt~• '''" 1'tct, ~Nn~ ,. • ., 013-...c np 

"''" }J)l9' nle •>JC ">GIC P•lt:J-13-.K 

lU'a.A)f It lc!A~ Uatl 
•.1u~ ole ''J" .,t" ~.,m •Jatl 

~11' 'l'N 01:>~-- ft11CI ,.,.,tc ~•;)• •JnSe.-ieec P'tl)-1> -- .,,tlCI 

( ,, _o 

( 17 

As a ll t ae netions n2.meu i n vv. 19- 26 ~re no~-Israelite, e.nd 

the term JUllNN ~ .):'>C3.r s in cel"up:Jcc ·:Ji t ?l. t•a~ •>ltl ·I> an d 



?tt 1IH, t he ter m Al>INtl clcr>.rly re ier s to non- Isre.eli te 

nations . 

In 27. 8, 

IJUC &l:>l• -tel 1tlC J'lfNN~t 'li:J ~•;JI 
n1e13-.n1e fl'· -~"'"" 1'K1 S;a-:a-?I" '1>1CJ1,•~J-.n~ 

tel~~ •tl)-i¥ 'l ? .lK 'lllll ~l'J~I ~,n:i l~-:1 11N It,. 
· ll·~ '"" 'NJ)• \¥ 11~ 1 - PICJ 
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t he t e r u1 ~llNN !'eie r ... to n2tion::; zorie r t'.lly . Similerl~r , i n 

51.20 , 

~.,nlN • S> •I t>JWC - taw ,..Ii ?' 'J>3~Jt A.,,,.,, ,, •.nne ') 1 
t he tenn .Al>IWN denotes those n~tions , I s rael end non-

I s raelite ~like , conquer ed by BebyJon. 

The next occurrenc e of the term ,.1>l•t1 i s i n 28 . 3 : 

The ex?r es s i on ltl>/llN../I, ?2.~lle l to Atntt.-llC, ::1eo.·1c "con­

cerning" (or even " egainst"; cf ., .,:n/1 .,,.,,, itt1nl•I; so , 

e.g., RSV, rTJV) might y "r~:?.t ions ." 

The term Al>fWN i c ucca in conctnict uith t he nru:ies of 

s pecific nations or l::ingdoas in its la~t 2 occurrences . in 

49.2e , 

and 51. ~7, 

.,,tc,l,l>.J )lil -,CIC ')IJft Al:JINNll '111 
.,.I>> 711tf'> ll~IC')l,l;U> 

in bot h verses denotes non-Iorcclitez . 
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In sum:i~rJ: of t he 15 occurrence s or t h e ter.n 1>1• 

in t he book of Jeremi 2!1, t ·::ice t l:e term ref ers to I orael 

a."ld 5 ti:'ae s to non-Is raelite nat ions . In t he remc.in i ng 8 

instance ::; , i»lllN dcnotcc either "the whole world, nations 

in general," or "Is rael a~d non-Isrc.elite nationc." 

The other forms a ssociated with t he ter;n ~lSNN which 

appear in our Book are N:>f~ ( 49 .34), JH>f~'l ( 26 .l), and 

.n~f'!! ( 27 .1; 23 .1), a ll dcnot i :n3 "reien"; iJ>~t-~ A~~( 52 . 31. ), 

rendered "in t i1e fi rst yea r of hi~ rciGO ( J?S , 19J.7), ?li s 

accecsion" (lit., his becor:dng l~ing); 

usut:.ll;v transl t'.t ed "roy~lty"; end t>~ .. l~i 12~~(·11.l), co!'l­

sistently t rans l a t ed as "ro~ral." 

!h! ~ Jrp!N 

'rhe term )OatH occurs 9 time s i n the book of Jeremi ah . 

In 1.15, 

Jli)•-PICJ "~:J Al>INN J)lf)aC!Jl-/>I "''? 'JJi> ,, 
Piii'>' ' ?It. n.A3 UCO.> t•IC IJAJI lk21 

~11~' •Tl·I> lfl J•)O ;•ArtlO-b S11 

and in the oLuila r contc~t in 25.9, 

i)li>'-~ l~l .ntnaett-b-• •.nn1'• ftk •JJ:» 
••• 'U¥ 1»-rifl )X,l>l:al-icl 

t he \*tord JUP3CN, :nee.ni ng " a ll t n.c !leo9les/f~ilies/clans 

(of t h e ~cinedoms ) of t l:e north ," clee..rly refers to non-

Isre.elites . 

In 2.4, 

and 31.1, 

ltc'>&• .n&03CN i~I fW~ld i)•t)IC ~·~· •PICJ IC'~~ AJ;a 
Pf/ 'I· 1•a• iJN;»I 
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t he term IUIJlfN i c u s ed in, 2.~:>osi ti on ·:Ti t h I srael to den ote 

t h e I sraeli tes . ? :1is is true a l s o in 3.14 , 

..,> •AIJ> ':>J" '3 ~lil •- PICJ P•;)'lfe P'J'l lllt 
1>n>eNN r•Ja1 i•rN '\n1e P>.ntc •.nnfll 

l''l P,.IUC '1'k:n I 

n ilere ~D~tN r efer ;:; t o t he rebellious Isra.clj t e s ( '''2ft ft•J~) 

w?l.o~ God r1ill bring t o Zion . And s i I:Jil2r l y in 8.3, 

AICf~ .,,,., 1nat113-IN ,..,ICt.r.> '9•1ecr0> S;,S , .. "" JUN 1n,J I 
,. ,.,,n ,., 'lttc r•.,aceJtl n1H1,..~-I.>> 

,,,":a~ 111>• reeJ 

and 33.24, 

-..cl l.,2l >i'l Pl~ _ _,N J)•JC., tetli> 
fil«lf'I n2 ;>n• ~n~ 1erc .1unaet1J •.nt 

PJ•Jal •le! llW JU'':>N /lllt:J• •N1..,.ac1; 

in ~he f ormer , vv. 1- 2 ( as r1e ll e.o t he phrc.s cs Ja•.,ece~ 

••1aJ~ t?.nd M fl'Jtnlit ieec), =-.nd in t~o 12ttcr, t he reference 

to t he ki n bdoms of I srael ~d J u d.ah ("11'~ '7elC .Almetli' 'M 

POie••• t'"i)) 31;,• ~.nd 

In 10.25: 

pJtCJ• '•• •AICI) c l c ::-.r l ;;r i ndicnte t hi s. 

11w1• -ICI '11ac P•tl) · S¥ ?1'Nn ?ile .. ,.,I tel l"':J "Jetc .. rnae., 111 
.11f' --"IC ll>IC '3 

li)l"I l:Jl31CI 
··~ li'HJ-.IJkl 

\T.a.ile t he ::>hras e ~?p ~I ?flt~ ->e IC t :.:?.~:en out of context coui d 

refer to Icreeli t es or r..011-Is~eli t es , t l1c :>ilre.s e al21e •> 

2f••-.ner: :10i:!ts obvi ousl;r to :io!'l- Icrn.clite nations o.s t he 

.Atn~tN '1c r e . 

I n i t s rc1naini:i5 occurrence , i ?1 15 . 3, 



,..,&Cl> .J)f'l :'?~ .n'" P 1 N e;, f ri-.IHC I ~noi p · ~J:Ji)-../)fC I 
,,, •ne~S'1 I:>tci 

P• t~;, l~Nt pJ 
ft) -">ltc-..l)K ;)')' ·~~ I 
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S~i '''!'~ i:: v . 19 , t~e ter.::i den.('tes " cvc -:: ·nod~· , t>e •:::i.01 c . . 
\lOl"ld ." 

In i t s re::iai~::.::£ occ~rrc~ce , in 30 . 20 , 

in t he c o:.!ex~ 

restonti::r:: of I~ra.e l a.:16. t :-.e rcbuilt:int; of Jeru~~ lcr.1 , t he 

ter.n l.1>111 c lc~rl:· cic~1otcG I"" r "'.cl . • 

T.1c ~Pk/ 

'?he ter.:i l'k{ occu r '"' onc e i n our Doo~.: (i:i. 51.5:3 ): 



.nuc 2' ~•~· .,,,IC-il:> .,.,¥.1).J> ., .. .,. ,,n.,:> l'l:l .11111n 
e.A3' etc.1 p•:>~~~ -:>•'>re1 

1•1-•1:1 ,.,,,. 11~·· 
f1C-•1:a P•NKSI 

en•I 
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Dea.line e.s t his pe.sse.ge doe!; '-:i th De.bylon (cf. C'hs . 51-52 ), 

t he t el"!ll P•tttc/, !J:=-.r a llcl to , .,.,.,, r cfe r c t o t !:1o!';c ( ·i on -• .... 
I srael ite) n:?.t io!ls :-rt.ic~1 r:ill c onc:uer B?.b:rlo:-i . 

The for..'!ls .JtiMIC/ ft'~ ~re not found i !l t he boo~: of Jere-.. .. 
miah . Such ot:1c r ~er:.;c r.?.~ '~~ ( 10 . J6 ; 51 . l')~Je·•~?-1 

eAlnJ '~e ; ~~ does :iot occur i n our Boo:: ), uocd r eeu­

larly in the Bi ble i n c o:m ect ion nit?! I srael, h~.ve n ot bcc:i 

s t udied here . 
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IV •' ;.f"' n r.•o·- .!!LI • 4 _ .. _. .. . , -· ·--
The ter~ 'lt occur3 87 ti~cs, e bout ~elf es often ~s 

the term '', i n 77 dif:'ercnt verses. It is fou.:.c! IJOct ofte~ 

in Ch. 25 (10 ti:ie::; ), anC. b~1t or:ce i n Chz . 34- 42 . Unl i ke t he 

tenn PY, t he ter.n •al i ::; :'lever used r.i t h a :J rono::ii:i~.l cttffiY. . 

!,h! Si•"lgnl:>.r I :-!·· ~fi~i -';o ~ ~ 

Til.e t er.:i •a.! first occurs in 2 . 11: 

··~lie··~ l'"'3;» 
P•-al1e Cl ~N) I 

111:U l ' N3 'NI t 
J•fl' ICI/~ 

The v1ord •al, i n contrast rlith •111, r e fe r :: t o any non-

Is?"2.elite nation . 

The neY.t occurrence of •1l is in 5.9, a passage th~t is 

repeeted ~s v. 29 :!nd 9 . 8: 

'J~c-c •I alee -Sr:. 
aa~·-~J 

tJ>•'>tlC •al~ PICI 
't •J ,,J.-,,. ~' 

Since the co~texts of ~11 3 paszagcs deal ~ith t~e sin a_~d 

pU!lis!"l:lent of tl\ll' A·~• ltcie• ~·2, t:ie tcm •ai rcfcro to 

the I srs.e l i tc::;. 

~he tel':l •1l occuro 4 tines in 5.15, all in per:illelis:;i 

t'lith e ac !1 other i:t solemn, elev::..tod !lro::e: 

1n.,N• •1l ,,,. ,., "•JN • JJ :J 
•n• -r"-' 11e.,e • A •2 

CH IA'et •et ,,,,,. ·•l 



Here, o.nd in t he r elated ~)ass~ce 6 . 22 , 

IJ If/ l'lA- tel 1 fl 
"'"tl 1· ;)N IHUa IClt 

11"' -,,,c ;u 

133 f-,ac.. k > Pl .-,J ;» 
,.,"-' .1"l 1 1f ., .. , Jni ' Ill 
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••~ ref er!> to the fo r e i ci 7i~tio::--Bt'.b:•lon-TI1~ich :1111 c onq_".ler 

and 50.41 , 

•••JN It! :> .,, ;,/J 13 
• •• ~Nel ia.)11t"-JUC .I) •e 1 -ICI;> 

llaJN r:l Pl ;,J_, 
ft';»') ' ' :>ill In~ 11~ I 

f ')IC- •.A:>') t" .., " I 

'" refe r s t o the non-Isr~.elitc .:,)90ple \·;hi c:i1 ·::ill , in turn, 

overcou e Babylon. 

The phrase ;))ltlN -/11 •1~ -IY 1l~IC .. ,.., occ'ltrs t ·;!ice i n 

Ch . 18 , ·c on :s> lcted by l'~k~I• fr . .1ul1 C uul i n v . 7 rmd "IJ~ 

11lJll i n v . 9. I n t h is f2.:tous p~rable of t h e ? Otter end 

his clay , vhile embracinb any and ever y ? eople i~ t he ~orld, 

a ll subject to God ' :: -::ill , the tcr .:i •W dcnoteo s9ec i fica lly 

His people I sro.cl; c f ., vv. 6, 

and 11, 
line• A'~ ''';J PAtt· a> .,,,., 1'!t -,wn.' u~ ... 

.,-.J PIU.,• ·~ti• - Sit ~\I~' t •tt:-ltc ICJ-,.IC · ilA•I 
••• :>Ji ft3 ' I• .,,,, •• ,. ~J., ~•> • ·Hie ~> . 

T!'le ne;<t occurrc::-lcc of •ti is in 25 .32 ( bio ): -
.a llC >3 ~ t~• ,II IC i» 

•ti-lee •101 .h1Cl• .,,., t>J> 
J1ac-•.a1.,•w ?\¥ • Inc! ., •• , 

I n t he c ontext of ?rO~Jhe cies concemin~ t he f oreign r12tions 
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i n 25.19- 27 and t !!e s t a t e:ie"'lt c1;, '~tJ P1 ll:. )tJ•I ~·'1 •:> 

")I~ l>I i n v . 31 , t he :>h~.ce ·~ -I~ •at .. in v. 32 ref ers to 

non-Israelit e nat i ons . 

In both 31.36 

a.l"lci 33. 24' 

•Jal• ttltc;, P•?nil re11• -Pr 
0111 ·PtcJ 

&.A~t 1 /IC,,' 1.,j ,, 
''"¥'iJ-/, ·~ 'It Al';)tf 

,,,~I 1..,)l ~Ji> Pl\J - i' N A'IC., let/;> 

roee" • r P>:1 "'"• in2 .,eic -"""''";, •J>e ':I 'J•/ 1 lc! 111 JW;) H l\JICJ' • ... -Ac I 

t he term ._. refers to Is~.el , nher e i t l~~s t he s cnso of 

• natioru1ood , peo;:> l ehood . • T:1e sa.:nc scn:::e is 2.?!>l i eci t o 

Lioab, in 48 . 2: 

llfC lft J>/ :>Jt '11 I' IC 
"'~ "''' •~en 11.:aehl •llN ~J.A1 '1:JJI I)/ 

:l.,P ?lit 1'.,I)~ 'Ila 111111 pl. 

The l 2st occurrc:?.ce of t he t cr:n •II i::: in 49 . 31 , 

l'le •tl-/tc 111 INli) 
fltl'-PICJ It'll .)I I' 
ft'?~·tc/I P'Al\•ICI 

1.131• l1:a al 
. 

in Jererai&:1 • 0 ?ro~hecy conccr:1i:i0 !Cedar ~md I!=:.z or (vv. 28-33). 

I n f ino , ou t of ~ tot~l of 19 occur r c:ice= , t he singul a r, 

indef i n i te for:i 1 1~ re:erc 1 tiines to !cI'2.c1 , 9 ti:nes to a 

s :pecific ior eiG?l n:--.t ion , ::?.n<i 3 times t o ~.,:r n on-lore.elite 

nation . 

The t erm •u;, f irs-: occurs in 7 . 28 , 



ra ''" ,,.,.," 1 
tlNI -tell .,lie 'll a .,.S 

11itl1e ~n· t1?:a 
~·•• 1n1f "'' aJnuc a ..i>lltc 
'>'•N i>"~>J• 

i n the -pro!lhec;r adc:!.res:::;ed to i'll '>' I~ ( v. 2), and c le;-.rl;.r 

refers to Isreel. 

I n 12.17, 

c•~n •tt1-.AIC 1At1UI 11'Nt 1 tel PCI 
an• -PecJ ""' e11'J 

vi:1ich cone ludcs a !JrO?!'!.ecy bci:;inning i!l v. 14, 

alnJ;a P•flJ;, tt••.,~ •J,t-ll·I• ~•> • ~~ :J.l 
... ltc1t'-""' 1 tl·J-Nc 1AlftJO)-">C-= 

concerning Israe l' s enemies , the tc!'l'l •1t~ r efer s to nny 

non-Israelite nation . 

In 18.8, 

1111 •A.,~n ')4~ 1.A1~N ICl1'i» •tl~ ''I 
ti Altll ·A~en '>flC ., .. .,~-I• 'ANnJI 

42 

part of t~c parable of t he ~otter (vv. 1-17) a lluded to i~ 

reference to t he rrord •Ii in vv. 7, 9 , t h e ter.n • 1i, \7hile 

embracinti :lr..:: :;>e ople i n t he r1orld, alludes S)ecifice.lly to 

Israel. 

25.12 

,,.,._,,,.-I• lia" ~Je r-•11,t C') J\Uc/11>> .1erl•1> ;,•~• .. . 1•~· ·PICJ ta:n •1~3 -Ir• 

is part of t!ic :1 rO;?hec:r concernii1~ Babylon (vv. 12-14 ,26) 

w~ich a.l'ltici:>ates t :;c lO!'l!;c r !'ro;_Jhecy of Chs . 50-51. The 

ex:_)J"eS~ion Cli>~ •t!:>, i;,: ::co.ucnce \1iti1 l:u-,SN, clenrl·r 

refer= to 3~.b:!lon. 
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The term •tli occu::-::: 4 ti:ncc in Ch . 27 , in \!:1ich King 

Zodekin.-:i. is m~rned not to joi:1 i~ r e volt c.c;ainst i!cbuchad-

nczz~r: in vv. 8 (bi s ), -
•• :u~J~>t~J-Aac: uuc 11~1·-ic:/ ..,tlC 'lllron1 •ti:> ~·ttl 

ICt~;, •ll;>-li '?~IC 'llllt ll'l~I ~in~ 
••• ~Ii>' PtcJ 

••. l:a~-11N I•~ 111eu • ..,I' 1e·~· ieec •tc!i>I ( 11 

l~2-7IN•IU' '~1•-tc/ ')ta: '~t)-/t: 21a' .,:n '"~~ ... . ( 13 

I n al l 4 instances , ,~., refer~ t o nc tionc ge!1cr;· ll~· · Ioreel 

or non-Ioraeli~e. 

In t h e final occurrc~ce of 'Ii~, in 49 . 36 , 

.. ,, ... ., ,,,~ ,,,., -ltt: 'J\~.l )f 
P•fft;> AU~ r :ntcN 

t»I~~ _..,,,.,~ l>I P •.n-,~1 
f'llf •n1J Pt Cl«l:a' ri•,_) ICll1-ld1'tc '''°' :>•a•-tclt 

in t he ? rophec:: c onccrnin; 3la.-n {vv. 34- 39), the term refero 

to (no!'l-!C?'2eli t e) nations ge:-?cr~ll:•. 

I n su.;n, t he form 'll3 occu~ e.ltogct!1cr 9 ti:ues , re-

ferrin~ tr1ice to Israel, onc e to 2. SJCCific foreic1 nt-.tion, 

and t\1ice to f'oreizn ne.tions general l:r , and 4 t ime::; meo..f'li na 

"the r1orld , anyone ." It may be mentioned in pacsing that 

nhile t e e ?hr::!se ~J~ ~I~ ic f ound 31 times, t h e e~pression 

1J~ '''~--r-.!J di stinc t f r o:1 ec1~~ •Ii~ ( 4 ti:nes) ru1d ')llC ·II~ 

(5 ti:nes)-cioes r..ot occur at all in the book of Jeremiah. 

The Plu~.l !~de~~~itc For::i •u~ - -~ 

The first occarrc~ce of t he ~erm ''Ii is in ).19: 

l''Jll ?"'CIC 1'1C 'A•IC ·~I 
Jl•n f"'& ,S•IAkl 

'~> AlrtJ 



,,ll .1me~J 
•I <~ llC.,?A> •1t'li)A ·:a~ llflCI 

C'> l:>lt.A) •;ue.A "' .,.,kNI 
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i'lhile this vercc i s addre c::ed to Is~el, t he ter.'!1 r•tl, i !1 

t il.e context of 

to nation:::: i n r;e!!eral . 

The term r•1l occurs tr;ice in Cn. 4. In v. 2 , . 

~,.,._.,. .AJ;)tJt 

~1'l3ll '•UU JaNkJ 
P•I~ I~ l.Jll1'~ I 

tc'SaA• 1~1 

t he term •~ (where one mi;;llt e:-:::1cct p) refcrc to Ior.iel i n 

t he con te>:t of v . 1 (. • • l1e.-,c• lleJt P~), ·::i t ::.1 ft'l4 rcfcrri;1g 

to t~ te foreign nations. I :1 v. 7, 

,, ,,,., il • 1k ~ '"' 
r• 1~ .A•ne N 1 

lfllNll tc3• JIJ 
a11e1 1111e r•el 

~ .. flefl t>J•J.I) ,.,, 

the •·•~ \":hom "lio!l" Bebylon r!ill conc:ucr refers to evetj• 

people, !sre.elite and non-Israelite, \"tho -.·Jill oppos e God's 

pl an. 

I n 10.10, 

,,, .. JtfllC P•i/te ~f)•f 
?lfll P11n r•9'11C-tct" 

f1k"':> 871.lt ·~.J '" 
.... ~ ,. " ll:>•-1e/1 

tlle term I'' I' is m~ed. uni vers~lly, denoting the t'lhole norld • 

just 2.S i t d oes in t he ~!1~se ,,,~~ 1111 in v. 7; it is 

!)2.r:?.llc led b~- lictt ( e 1.,A a1J~N) in t he rih~se iiimlediately 

yreccdins . 

The next occurrc::ce of t he term ,,,~ is in 16.19: 



• j'fNI •JJ lllll' 
,.U 1"1'2 10IJHI 

lie,• r•1l 1•IJt:. 
,, NIC ' I f">IC- 10:11CN 

INll:lt: IJnJ 'l~e -?IC 
f 1 J1N ,., l'ICI J;);, 
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llhile vv . 1- ::!.3 ) recedi;15 cln~l 1·1i th the cin ::>.nd :;:u."1i~h.i:ient 

of Isn-.el, t'hc P•lc! i n v. lJ denot e t he :i::-..tions of the 'l':orld 

in general, or r::.or~ cor:-cc t l :: , " eve r .(botl:; . " 

As for the t cr:a r•ll i n 22 . 8 , 

1;,11-J" t'IC 1iN1d J1.:~;i , •n Ii p• )i p•rl ,., ,. r 1 
.111da ~l•"\t a -.. •JJ ;p:> ;1 1~ · ;in -,11-/-a 

since vv. 1- 9 a r e ro.C.dresseci. to t he ~:in;; of Juda'·, , ?.~1C. the 

:;iiu·ase .ait:$;) "1 1.,ll r e:::'crs to Jcrusc.lc!.l , the c~_ircscion r•1c! 

,.,~ ... de11ote3 no!l- I:::rae!itc n c.tio:1::: . 

In both 25 . 14, 

P•/nl P'J/tlf P';l, P'll ;iN:>-Pl P)•l1lt ':I 
Pll'l' i>UN:>I PJU) ~J ' J1Nie1 

- a :;ir o;:J!iccy co:ice:rni:1~ :Babylon (vv. 12- 14 , 26) P.n<i antici-

l~')IC JIJ · U '\J tn · t:i·.lllCI IJ.'h lllC I P'lh -/:> l.llC 1·p1 t 
r•lnl P'J/ro f" :l'> P 'll 1;i rn¥1 1e1;i -Pt 

the ~hrase r •::n r•1l, i n co~ection r:ith P•lnl P•:>/N, 

refers to t !los e non-Iort".eli te natiom: t i1at ·::ill conc:uer 

B2.by lo!'.l. 

In 31.10 , 

.,., fft,!llN P"IC:I 1\'IM '"'" ;ir~·-,:n lfN~ 
111¥ ~J')) 11Nl!I IJJ;J~ 1 [K-,e. ' ;n~N 

t he ter:n P1ll , .~ ::>.r::!.lle l to }1>">111'1 pure, :1::!.!l t :1c ::cn::ic of 

" the -;-:orlc , e vc r.·oac ." In 46 . 12 , 



?Jllp , •1l tJNe. 
f")C~ i\tc/N l J>O U I 

1/f.> "). ,l :t .,,l~ -') 
Pa•JC 1/aJ nn• 
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the ter:-.i ••1l, :_Janillel to fllCil, ::>.c;a i n mea:1s "eve~·o!:e , the 

whole r:orld. " 

The tenn ''il occur s t..-1ice in Ch . 50 . In v. 9 , 

/l2-/¥ t>/JNI ')'IN •.lJIC ~J~ •:> 
f'1' f')C .. P•/1~ f"ll ·I~? 

l:>IJ\ PtN -:tS l=>'>'tl 
/t,f.N "'> ! :>~ ~ 1'31\ 

P;t'l lit I r:I 

the te:rni refers to the non-Israeli tc nc.tions t·1r·.t •::ill con-

(!.Uer B2bylon , ·::hilc in V. 12, 

it me211s "everyone, the ~orld." 

11CN P~~~ tltl~ 
tt>J)"\I•• :>1an 

''" ,....,nlC ~Ji> 
":a-,11 fl') .,,lN 

The term P•tl occurs 6 times in Ch. 51. In vv. 7 (bis), -
iUl• '\ 12 l=i-:a >;)~·Of> ,.,IC., I> .... ., JtN 

''" ,,,,_ ~.,N 
P11t l//i)A• l>-lf 

)lfnlt1 •/, •I ';)J)C-1~" c 20 
P'li 1l 'A>~JI 

.IU>I• }> '.ftMiU 

1•• 111:>-.nc 'Alt5~1 S:>ll l:a ·I• •A1pa1 ( 44 
r• 1~ "\I• t•llC 1~1J 1 •ICll 

;,Ju I» .llN 1 n-tt~ 

the term r efers to those nations that 3ebylon has con~ere4. 

includine both Israel and non-Israelite nations. Inv. 27. 

f iE :a OJ -11ce ,.,,2 7f>lt ... 1" 
p•" :J• /f It lP 

~~8'1 'J" &")'11C .At>l1111 ~·S-. 11 '"8'1 
">~ ~·S• 11,a 

')llO pS•> oto·•lri> 



and v. 28, 

•'\N •>ltt .R P•ll :»•la lt\i) 
~ •JlO·''-J)ICI :> 'Juna-J)IC 

U)l&NN I">~_,, MCI 
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the term P•ll refers to t h ose-non-Israeli te-netions \'7hich 

will con~uer Babylon . 

Altogether t h e :1lural for.il P•tc! occurs 1 8 timee. Ti1e 

tenn refers in 5 i nstances t o t~ose nations conquered by 

Babylon, includinc I s r eeJ., a:.~-::l 5 times to the ( ·' O!'l-!Crt'.cli te) 

nations t·;i1ich vrill ovcrco:ne Babylon. Twice t he term refers 

to foreign n a tions ge:;1crally. In the 6 remai11in5 instancec, 

the term P·~ refers to n o nation , but means "the •1orld, 

anyone, everybody ." 

'?he Plural 1om r:i t?l t:~e Defini t c Article 
- --or 1 ;.1 c! o-=i"5t rue 't -------

The first tv!O occurrences of the definite f or.n in the 

plural, P!fll i n .1.5 

and P•ll~ in 1.10 . -

,.,.,,, fl:»i:a <~ ??Uec> 1·uc ,,,;a 
f '""'i'il Pn->N ~.Jll P,,:»I 

l'AltJ P• ti/ •' ~J 

~S~ r1•:1 l'.n11aa :tlC') 
11.AJll t.1.nJ/ 

011al1 l 1JCJll 
1tt.Jl1 .NJ ll 

present sev e ral problems , e.e., the force or I and -Is, and 

the ~e11e~.l identit~, of f''I~, i .e., r1fl.et!1.er it is Israel or 

non-Israelite nations t !1at a.re meti.nt. If t he ex!>ressions 

~·1~1 :::i1ci P'lt)-/¥ iae c-.n " to t he nations ," t i1en the ter.ns 
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tt•IAI and P1ll':>-i¥ refer only to t!te !sr:;>.elitc~, a s no-

-rrhere in t he Boole ciocs Jereui::i..h pro:>hecy directl:r to 

non-Isr::-.eli te nation . Bu~G if t he ;::> rc ::_Josi tions I ~.nd -1'1 

in these ex:_Jressions meen "about, co!'l.cerl1ing," as suggested 

by t !'le inclus io;,i, i n t he Boo~'- of pro?:1ecies concer:iing t h e 

foreign n~tions (25.15-38 and Chs. 46-51), then the ter~s 

,. •ll 2!1d t•fl•l in 1. 5 , 10 refer to both Israel :md non-

Israelite natio!ls alike. 

The term P 1 li;J occurs next in 3.17: 

11~· ICO) Plen•i llC.,~1 IC':>;) .Al, 
Pftt.,•I ~ • .,. rel P·ll~-'l }•lee U?JI 

'liil P21 ,,.,.,.,, ?nae 111 e=>i• -tt:JI 

tl!tile most of t he cha::>ter ( vv. 1-14, 20-25) cleerl:f deals 

\":i th t ile si~ and pu."li sfl_r:ient of Israc l, and the phrn.:;;c JW>")e 

Pll in ever"J occurrence in t ile Boo!~ refe~ to Isr.:.cl, the 

expression P'I~~ .;, in 3.17 refers to the nationc in general. 

In 4.16, 

,,. •ti ,., . Jii> 
P/111•-I~ ll'N&:l :u~ 

f hlN'1 l.,ICN l''IC~ P',~J 

the term '''l , i n contrt:-.st •.7i th ''" n•, refers to no:1-

Israelite nations. 

'l~e :1.ext occurrence of ti1e ter:n P'l'iJ is in 6.13, 

r• a.! a nwe 1>1 
..:a-11ec-JMC •n• '''' 

where p:;> refer:. t o !::reel, t !1e subject of tile entire chapter. 

The tern P•tc!;), :_;c.ro.llcl ·:iit h fllC~ i !l t _:.c follo\.'i!lG verse. 



i>~ Pl3 ire :111 IC• ;1 N '3JIC ;,Jn 
,,,.1:1enN • .,~ 

''•ep;, tel •'l~l ·Sl •:> 
;t')-IO~N · I •1'11JU 

is us e d r:i.etoric2.ll~r , .:ie :;-.ni :'!;:; " t he ,_.!orld." 

The term P 1 lll occurs !1ex t in 9 . 15 : 

P' li~ P'JU3 1 ~~1 
PJU"lCI t)N~ 111' Ci iete 
lin;,-JMC P~·.,n1e •Jtn/u 

'""' '.ltJ/:J ,. 

As Ch . 9 0.ea l s t·:i t b the sin c.:~d :)u:i.i s :1.:ient of !Grr.'! l , the 
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term ,.,~, clear l y r e f ers to t he fo r e iG!l nation~ t o ,·;hi c h 

Israel will be scatter ed . Si::ii l a r ·::ording occu r =:; in 10. 25 , 

?••1• eel 1e1e ,.,~_,.,, ?llNn ;>l1e 
'"'1 rel 1wel 1e1e Ju1>aetf .fJt 

2il 1 -JUC If )IC-•~ 
li)/)•f ·~/lie. 

INt;t Ii> U ·J\ICI 

~here in the light of t he ?hr::.se ,, ... - J\IC 1/>ec.•:>, t~e t e r::i 

p•1~3 r e fers obvious l y to n o!:'l-Isrn.eli t e n.at io1'!s . 

The nex t occu rrence of t he teri.n r• 11a i s i n 9 . 25: 

21CIN·/11 fltll 'J~ -/11 Pni·/11 :>lti>• ·lrf P')3N•llf 
,.,.,, P'tl~-1~ ., ,,lNl P 1 2£1 3 ai:a •JU~ ,.,.,,. 

21 -•li• ltc...,e• i..,_,,, 
In cont rast rd t h t he phras e ltr.,t• .A•~-ll, t!~e ex :!;)rcssion 

P••i~-ll r efer s to non-Is~elite nat i ons . 

I n 10 . 2 , 

~·~· ., . .,, n ,,,,.-ltc tt••l J ,,1-11e 
l.ftft.A •tlC , • we~ J\ IJ\ICfU 

IN9'N P'l':t IJ'lft• ·'J 

clearly ( f r o:::i v. 1) ~dd r esscci to S1e1t• -" ' l • t:ie t er.n p•1~;, 

in both i netc.nce!': r efe r s general l y t o non-Israelite nations ; 

in v. 7, 



,.~~ ,,,, 1~1· ~1 ... 
91*' ii ·~ 

P.Al3IN l:>:.I ''ll:t 'll>n ·1>2 ·~ 
1U•> tkN 
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the terra r••t~ i n both inctanccs means "t:1e ::.~at ions ge:"lera! l y ' 

t he rrorld ." 

The next occurrence of the term 1"14;> i s in 14.22: 

p•r.e~N ,. .. ~., .,,~, e·~ 

P•>l., 1.JJt1 P'Nt.,·PKI 
pl-ii lfJI 1J1 i>/1C i>I~' 'Ctil-ttAt: tel;, 

-.IK. ../:J-l>tt: ..o • • • :uuc - • .:> 

Prom the seco:id he.lf of t!1e verse ( ••• ~l:t i>JHC tel;,), ~:; 

well as vv. 19-21 immediately , receding, it is clea r t;1?.t 

the term ••14!;> i!'l. v. 22 refers to the no:l-Icrr;.elite 11atio11z. 

In 18.13, 

1U' '"t: ;t3 p/ 
P'li:a kJ·tllC~ 
~/IC> •• 'H 

\trH ~Aef J>7.,Jt 
ltc-it • ,,IUl'l 

the term P.I~, in obvious cor..tre.st rri t !1 lec7a• Jtl1A:a , r e r ers 

generally to t he forei .:Jl1 n~.tions. 

The terw 1''14!~ occurs 6 t i mes in Ch. 25. It is i m9ort­

ant to note that while this ,rophecy concerns Israel (vv. 

3-14) 2-"!.d the foreign nations (vv. 15-29), it is SJOkcn to 

Pl~t..,• •::ar•-1> ltc• n1;,• P'l-1> (v. 2). Inv. 9, 

11~' -PICJ 1uJ .1t1nae,.-l:>-n1t ·11~/r ~le • JJa 
f1rt~-lt P1Juc:n1 1121 i~l·il_H ">JICl'lllJJ-111:1 

l'~o Ille~ P'lc!~-1, 111 a·~·-111 

'''' .J)t:n,,11 ,,.,es1 ~Mel ''"'"" ''"N'>n:tt 
the eY.:>r ession 

• • • 

bors. 

.n~J3 fik~, refe r~ to I~r~cl ' s non-!sr:;'!.elite neigh­

Si mila r ly , in v. 11, 



alee;, P1 1ii tt:tfl ;,"''' a\li11I .AICJ;) '""~ ·13 A>.A 1 ;tl 
~Jt fhJ)e /;a) flt1·.1t~ 

v . 13 concer.tine :9?..b:rlo~ , 

2.!ld vv. 

•121 l=>-1ttc K•~;, f4)te:J-l1 <'> •1u1n~o •1t9'2i)I 
~·i1 ')ao~ 'lln,i>-13 JC a•ll 1.AWl • .,flC 

p•1i3~l:>-l1 1~'1'1' C~J-'1tr 
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•I« Itel&' •)lk ~n· iruc ,, ·~ (15 
I.AMC DA•i»t;I 'l'N J>IC~i» i>Nft;> I'';) 013-JUC n? 

,..,,," ?Jtttc nle ·~tt ')ftc P••t~ -/, .. J.at: 

... ··~-,,~ a~e ICI ~· ;')• 1 •M 013~-JUC n? IC' ( 17 
l"~IC ~ti)• •Jnir-1er<: 

f-w;, ., J?-1• f!ke ~, C 31 
r·•~ ~ ~•;,•I :a•., ·~ 
')t.l-131 tetl heJ 

~;t•-ftKJ ,.,,,, ,JAJ p•1e ,~ 

the ter:n tt• •~ r efers to 2''° :>Sac~ r•ai;,-b(v. ~ ), ~!1~.t i s , 

the non-Israeli te nations surroundi!1.g Israel. 

The plural forr:i ,,, t~ i n t he construct state occu~ 

3 times e.s :;art of t he phrase f ,.Q ( •)!ii I,; i!1. 

(') ~-S:>) JHCJi> .,.,>-MCI ~s·~ 3.h Jt'>>-• •111u' 
ht~ (', !llJ "ll ,,, f)llll fAtC. 

f1ec~ "ti l>I "''"a.nSa :>l~AI pee Ptl •I 11.A •;>1 
PAllC :1&¥ ·~IC lClt J;at(.~f~·JtfC llltt' ')tr 

l"lJN 11~) '''nlC f''lftt:I ''~I •>'l' '&IN.l 'JOl,~I 
P>I A''1~ ... , Pe ')1tl' P'IC.) PAk-itlC 

••~ .. ~ l:i;) ~ •nnJ1 ~u,1 ,,,.,.i> 111111 

(26.6 

(33.9 

(44.8 

In all 3 in~to.accs tile sh~.ne (26.6; 44.8) or glor:1 (33.9) 

of I srael i o me.de lmo-:m to f?IC~ ( •) ''' b, t :1e forei~'l 

nations . 

The next occurrence oi the term P•lliJ is i n 27. 7, 

1.11k .Al-IC2 1'1 IJ.l-ll•.AICI IJ;l·Mef • '10-ll fJtk ll21 I 
''Ill.! , .,,... ~·~, tt•8' I> n:a• I "'~·rt 



.. 

~uoted above in refe rence to t he ter.:1 p•tt ; tI'.e ,-,ord I.Ale 

refers to Hebuch~dnczza.r (v. 6). It is clear froni 25.9 

~·:ie•4•1 .IMCJ3 J·uca-Jy ''JUC:>~t 
l'» 3JIC~ P•tc! :J-J> I'll 
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that the e~?ression l''ll:t.S~ in 27. 7 refers to tho~e nations 

that v;ill serve Hebuch::.dnezzc.r; li~:er:ise, i1~ bot h occurrences 

f t . - ~ · . C'n ~" . v 11 o ne e .... ~res.,.ion i n • c. o , in · • _ , 

and v. 14 

JI~' 1HC ~~ .,Itel f'1~-/l 'J'.,I ~·JJn .,NIC~t 
~·N• p•.1tJe ,, ... ,, b~-?IN "lltcJl~lJ S¥-llte ')1:>t1e ;,,, 

1>111 IC'=aJl> il ' M'>' ?S•I P'"t>-1:> ?tcU llftl 

•AAJ /Ji;t ,, Stc.,t.• •;,Sic .hllC~.) i>t;>• ,,,,.C • J:J ., 
l=-:a-1ltt ')JICJl:llJ~a: '\ :211 ;,18':> ,, t~;>-S:J '>8'IJ -Sf 

II •l)JtJ ;>le~ .n' l>•AK I'~ I l~l) •I 

In 29.14, 

<'~ P>n•;au ,,.n,;,e-J)IC 'J).ltl i>lt>'-'8CJ ,,.,, 'AIClNJI 
H ,,. •Jtnl;) Xk JtlNI;> N:> ,,NI ,. ~.,_,>N ,,.l>t! •.1u~1 • 

1»•1111;,-ltc. P,,,r: 'nle;u JQ'-1'.:J 
pe P>J»C 'A 1/~-;, "MIC 

in which God i~ s , eaking to t he Israelites ~s recorded b;1 

Jerer.tia..11 i n hi s lette r to t he eY.ilcs , t!'le :>!'l~se ''lit>-b 

cle2rly refers to those ( foreiG-1.) natior.s to P:.iich Israe l 

was e}:iled. Si!!li.lerly , t he tem , .. ~ h2s the · s2l:le meeni~ 

in 4 other inst~"lces: 

Pt ••.nn11»-iec ''It;> -h:a ..• (29.18 

... ~ ?' .nua~ ?tlC P.' •l;, ·I>>.... ( 30 .11 

..... fle-lft\J 'MIC P' tl~..$, ..... ( 43. 5 

••• 311f 1•.nn1;, .,,r ,..,~~-I» ... (46.28 

T~1e ne7.t occurrc!'lce of the t erm ''It~ is i~ 31. 7: 

It;)' ·nnc •>·'3 
1n..e ~··I u., 



••tl:t l~'J.1 II') l I 
tllflCI IUt» ••fft:t 
?lfl•JHC t>f~• H13 
lc,11 At")lee A~ 
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Whether t he !lhrese p•1tn Ck1l is tra.nslr-.ted to l!le C.."'! " at/for 

the head/chief/first of the nc.tions ( fl.S i n , e.e., KJ, RSV, 

Bright, S-J""ld S;;ii th)l, or t2!~en to ne:ln "2.t/on the to:;>/ cross­

roads of t he mov.ntai~1s/}1ills/n2tion~" ( ~s in, e.g., JV, NAB, 

NJV), follo\·1ine Du!"..it ' !:> c::ia."'!dc tion of p•,;» for ,.lc!2 ~.!~d i11 

keeping ·:ri t !l classic2l ffebre.-1 biblica l co::tilcnt~.r~· ( c . ~ •• 

Rashi, P•a1~ JUlll#~; ::ets ud::?.tl1 Da vid, 

the teri:i l"li3 refe r s to n o natio~ but :'lCa.'"ls •t!1c ~-rorld." 

In 36.2, . 

p•-,;an-1> - i•la:: "~A:>I ")30•Al~N ?S-np 
••1ltt-l>-l•1 ;)'ll)' ·I• ltc.'Je•·l1 1•Ste ... ..,~'\ .,tee: 

;,&~ p1•;, nt 1:» • e1e• 'N'fl 1•ltc •.nn1 Pl'N 

the e~reasion r·ll~ -IJ, follm1ing a.."ld in cont rest t·:i t n 

Israel and Judan, refe r s generally to t~e non-Isr:?.elite 

nations . 

In 46.1, 

which i ntroduces Jere~ic.h ' ~ ?TO?hecies concerning the 

foreign ru-.tion~ (Chs . 46-51) , t !'lo teni r·•~~ refer:; onl y 

to non-Is raelite natio~s . 

The tem r••~~ occur::: t..-:ice in Ch. 49, in t he context 

of JereJli ::?-~ • s ?T0? :1ec:r ( vv. 7-22) concerning Edom. Whereas 

in v. 14 

)I~ ... '""... lllfe 
n111 r••t> 1•J1 



a•I• 11e21 1121n~ 
:INnlNS llUiJI 
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••ti) refers to t he (non-Isre.eli tc) ~n.tions v.ihich will over­

thro~ Edo~, in v. 15 

''Ii> ?'AAJ a'p °'J~ _,, 
Plk, ••i~ 

it refel"$ to t?le nations in gener2.1 . 

The lact 5 occurrencco of tnc tcr:n ''''~ r-.re f ow1d i :'l 

Jeremia11' ::: ~ro:;hcc~· conccrni:1~ n::>.bylon (c :: s . 50- 51). In 

11•we~1 r•tl:a l\•ti» ( 50 . 2 
OJ·l~tl 

llP>n-ltc II ··e~ 
l2:a "J1~/J ''"t: 

11·n1 nn b e ·~:> 
1 1llli IAft '3 1 ).JI •t•~;, 

1H 'I 1ltJ ?'IC ( 50 . ~ 3 
f"tlC1-I> t•'a 

<a#fl , •• ., rr: 
••ttJ ll:> 

flCt ~cr1J 122 ~ea1aJ l11w ( :;\; . ·~ 6 
Ille.I P'll:a )11~1 

~e 91,IJ lit ( 5l . 4l 
f-,te.;,..'I, .1)/1" & ""' 

a •el i)A'~ r1e 
tt•li:a l;aJ 

the ter.n ''''~ is u~ed r hetorically , mee.nin~ •c.mon3 the 

nations &enerall;r , far e..:1d '1ide . • In 51.27, 

on t he other !"!.a:i.d , t he tcr:n ,.,,~ refers on l y t o t:1oso ( non.­

Israeli tc) n~tions rthich will a.ttc.ck Ba bylon. 

Altoget!ter, plural fonas of ,..,~ P ith t he definite 
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article or in construct occur 41 ti:'le= . Toe tem p•1l1> 

refers i n 9 in:;t~"lces to tho3c !'lations c o:1quercd by Bab~rlon 

( including !=re.el in 3 inst~~ce= ), cr.d 9 times to the (no~­

Isra.elite) natio~s nhica ~ill ovcrco~e Debylon or Edom, or 

to which Israel r;es di~9erzed . In 11 instances t he tem 

refers to the foreign no.tio:i:; gcnerall71. In the 12 re;;iai n­

ing in2t ance :: , t he ter:n P' 1.!;> refers to n o nation , but is 

used r hetorically to ne2.n " ever-Jone, t he r:orld ." 

In swn, t !1e term •k! i !1 its v~riou::; for:11c occurs 87 

times in t he book of Jereoi~.h . In 9 ins tance::; ( all singu~.ar) 

the tel"ill refers to Israel; t he tcr.:. denoteg or alludes to 

s peci fic forcicn nationo 24 ..... ... 1meo , e..~d t o I srael end certain 

foreign natioI16 together 14 tia os . In 18 i nst 2..11ce::; t he ter.:i 

''' refers generally to non-Israelite nation~; in the 22 

ret>k~ininG i :tSt ances, it refer.:; t o no nation , but is used 

rhetoricall~.' to mea.11 " the -:1orld, anyone, ever,.rbody .• 
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v. CONC LUS ro:rs 

1. The ter.n Pf in its verious for;ns occurs 164 times in 

the book of Jeremia.."1.. Our analysis of t he :!_)asse.ees i n v1hich 

t he term occurs i ndicates t~2t i n t he vast majority of 

instances t he term refers t o Israel, referring onl;1 14 times 

to foreign !lat ions , and once to I s r ael and non-Israelite 

ne.tions together. While t he ter.?a ftf usuelly means " ;:>eO!Jle , 

residents, inhabitants, nation," in 9 instances tho ter::i has 

the abstract sense of "nationhood, !leoplehood." 

2. The term ~,,.,,, occur3 15 t i:nes, referrin3 t rrice to 

Israel and 5 times to non-Israelite nations . In 8 instances 

t he term i s used r hetorically t o mean "the whole ~orld" or to 

denote Israel and the foreign n~tions together. 

1pleN occurs 9 times in the book of Jeremi~h. The term 

refers 5 times to I s rael a.~d 3 times to non-Israelites; in 

the ninth instance t he meani ng is uncertain, the ter:n 11er­

haps being corru~t. ~lW occurs t~ice, once denotincr "the 

whole norld" and once referring to IsrP.el. ICl occurs once, 

referring to those (non-Israelite) nations nhich will 

conquer Babylon. 

3. The term ·~ occurs 87 t i mes in t he book of Jeremiah. 

In 9 instances t he ter.::l ·refe~ to Israel; in 42 i nst c.-.nces, 

it refers eenerally or S!JCCific::?.l l y to non-Isreelite nations; 

and in 14 insta.~ces, to I srael end cert~in foreign n&t i ons 



together. 22 times the ter:n •tl is used rhetorically to 

mean "nations in general, t he ~:hole world ." 
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As for the phrase whi ch genereted t his s t udy ,,.,,/ IC •2.1 

P'.AAJ (1.5): ~hile Jeremiah prophe s ied direct ly only to 

Israel, in t he light of a ll the evidence it can be said 

that ( rAJU) P• l.!l ( ~· >J) indicates t llat Jeremiah \"las 

a9pointed "(a prophet ) concerning/about the natio~s ." 
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JPS 

JV 

I~J 

NAB 
T-JEB 

NJY 
RSV 

RV 

SD 

ABDHt:V I AT JOHS 

American Standard Version (America n Revised Vercion 
of the Authorized flCin.~ Ja.meij Version), 1901 

Jewish Publication Soci.c.ty, 1917; srune as JV 

J e\'!i :::;h Ver :-:i ion of Old 'r cD t nment, 1917; same a~ JPS 

l:inP, J <.mes (Authorized ) Version, 1611 

Hen American Bible, 1970 

Hew En g lish Bible, 1970 

' 
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Hew J cr1ish Ve r nion of the book of Jeremiah (JPS), 1973 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 1952 
ReviGcd Version (British Revision of Authorised Version), 
1885 
La Sainte Bible, 1956 
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