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DIGEST - ........... - --

This broad study of the history of the growth of HUC-JIR is 

divided into four chapters. Chapter One synthesizes the College his-

tories of David Philipson, Samuel s. Cohon, and Stanley Cbyet into a 

single unit encompassing College development from 1875 lmtil 1947. A 

considerable amount of additional historical material is also incor-

porated into this first section. 
. 

Chapter Two examines the growth of the College under Nelson Glueck's 

administration. Published speeches, personal letters, interviews with 

those close to the scene and Boa1·d of Governors' minutes are all 

utilized to paint the dramatic picture of an expansion to four schools 
• 

r 

in less than a quarter cent11ry. 
• 

• • . 

• 

• 

. ' • • • 
. . 

Chapter Three takes the gestalt of College history and attempts 
... 

to pick out some of the most probable explanations for Nelson Glueck's 

phenomenal record of growth compared with that of his predecessors. 

The historical circumstances of the era, and Dr. Glueck's unique per-

sonality are analyzed in foz·mulating these explanations. Chapter Three 

also attempts to analyze why each of the fo11r schools expanded • 
• . . 

• 

Chapter Four introduces the new College president, Dr. Alfred 
. . 

Gottschalk. On the basis of past and present public addresses, certain 

expectations are advanced regarding what might be expected in the 

College future. A conclµding note in Chapter Four projects great growth 

for the Jerusalem and California schools, moderate growth for the New 

York school and a temporary hiatus for Cincinnati until the fast-

approaching population boom in the Southern United States • 

' 
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• INTRODUCTION 
• 

.. 

On February 12, 1971, a.n era came to an abrupt .end. From 

Cincinnati, Ohio, the news went out across the globe: Dr. Nelson Glueck 
' . 

was dead. The news shook the Reform Jewish conmrunity. Although 

Dr. Glueck was 70 years old, he was one of those rare individuals who 

seemed to be eternal, who would go on forever. Nelson Glueck was sui 

generis, one of a kind. So even when Dr. Alf~ed Gottschalk, in his 
. 

touching eulogy, emphasi.zed the finality of Glueck's passing by saying: 

"There was a man • l He is no more. '', few among those present grasped · 

the full significance of the words he uttered. Glueck's influence, 
• ' his presence, had been so great, so pervasive, that his absence now 

seemed impossible. 

Only today, over twelve months later, are the pieces comi.ng to-

gether once again. Dr. Alfred Gottscha.Jk, Dr. Glueck's successor, bas 
. 

grasped the mantle of leadership firmly and assumed his new position 

with strength and dignity. He has pointed the College-Institute in 
• 

many new directions, toward a futi1re bright with promise. · But there 
• 

• 

is no doubt that the new administration has inherited a religious 

empire built stone by stone through the creative genius of Nelson GlueCk • 
. 

Out of a single school in Cincinnati, struggling to keep its head above 

water financia.lJy, Glueck welded together a four-campus complex extend-
• 

jng from Los Angeles to New York to Cincinnati, and stretching from ~ 

. 
there to JerusaJ.em in Israel. From a smaJJ student body and faculty, 

Glueck forged an academ)c institution which today includes many of the 
-

world's great universities in its intellecttw.J consortitun. 
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For almost twenty-five years, Nelson Glueck ma.de the Hebrew Union 

College-Jewish Institute of Religion a visible expression of his per-

sonal. will and vision. Complemented by a Board of Governors who 

believed in hjm, who built without funds because he promised to find 
.. 

them, who she.red his co11rage and his cautious abandon, Nelson Glueck 

molded the College-Institute into the great semjnary it is today. 

It is natural and proper for historians to begin now the process 

of telling the extraordinary story of the College-Institute during the 

years of Dr. Glueck's administration. It was a coincidence of history 

that matched the man and the age so perfectly,, and generations yet to 

come will probably ma.rvel at the fact that so much was accomplished in 

so short a period of tjme. Yet the very richness of that accomplish-

ment makes the historian's task extremely difficult. Twenty-five years 

of history, especially within an institution such as HUC-JIR, involves 

much in the way of decision-ma.king, politics, ideological development 
. 

and the formation of an educational philosophy. To a.deq1Jately treat 

the totality of those years in depth would require many more pages and 

many more years than lie at our disposal at present. The work, however, 

must begin somewhere • And it is to that beginning that this study is 
• 

dedicated. • 

• . . 

Closeness to the personalities involved in this broad history of 
. . ~ 

the College demanded that we confine ourselves to pure facts as much 

as possible. Where published sources were unavailable and where private 
' 

interviews are cited, the information presented almost always repre-

sents the consensus of at least three individua.ls whom the writer judged 



3 

to be 111 a position to know as fact that which they stated. Occasion ... 

ally 1 
11ax1onymous" ind:i.viduals are q,uoted. The writer is fully aware 

tha·t; the granting of anon~mity removes the responsib:i.lity for accuracy 

of report o But :i.n the very few instances where th:i.s occurs 1 the 

reasons surrounding the desire to remain anonymous were so cogent, the 

informa;l:;ion provided so essent:i.al, and, the source itself so :tmpeccable, 

that this highly unusual :prac·~;i.ce was employed.~ 

The study is subdi. vided into four chapters a Chapter One bu:l.lds on 

the work of three scholars, Dro David Philipson, Dr. Samuel Cohan and. 

Dre Stanley Chyet, each o:f whom have published. bi.stories of the~ CoJJ.ege 

during different perlods o:f its growth. In attempting to synthesj.ze 

these works :1.nto a singl.e un:lt embracing the College 0s history up to 

194 7, we shall stress the broacl outl:tnes of the development of the 

College, the influence which each president from Isaac Mayer Wise to 

. Julian Morgenstern had upon ·the institution's outlook and emphasis

academ.ic and human • the reasons why some things 'Were done and. others 

never dreamed. ofo In short, we shall, by viewing the past, set the 

stage for an examination and comparison of the Glueck years wit.h those 

which came before. 

In Chapter Two, we will catalog ·the growth of each of the four 

campuses of the College-Institute in a very straightforward chronolo

gical way, as we move into the years 19!1.·r-1971, the pe1~j.od of 

Dr. GJ.ueck's admin:i.strat:ton. How did New York, Jeri1salem and Iios 

.Angeles become part of t;he "empire"? Who were their leaders? How did 

they expand? 
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Chapter Three asks the 1'why? 11 of the ''what" provided by Chapter 

Two. Why did the various schools spring up? What fact0rs motivated 

certain changes and events? This chapter will, of necessity, involve 

a great deal of opinion by many people, includjng the writer. But 

such judgments must be made, if only to construct a framework within 

which others may search further and refine the truth. 

Chapter Fo11r consists of a surnmary of the study and a look towards 

the future of HUC-JIR. Where is the College heading? What sort of 
• 

direction will President Gottscha.J k give to the institution? What kind 
I 

• 

of Rabbis can we expect in the Refonn movement of tomorrow? 

• 

Hopefully, this study will help futt1re historians in some way to 

tell the story of HUC-JIR. The pieces of the puzzle now missing or 

unavailable will someday faJJ into place, erasing the sometime frus-

tration of current efforts, and revealing the total story of the 

College, with all its human djmensions. For now, we remjnd ot1rselves 

of the dictum from Pirke Avot: ''It is not incumbent upon you to finish 

the task, but neither are you free to refrain from it." We cannot 

fjnish. But we will make a start. 

• 

• 
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I. THE CQJ.I,JOOE UNDER ISAAC MAYER WISE 

1875 - 1900 

• 

"Either we must educate young men for the pulpit or 
expect to close up our

2
temples and synagogues in 

the next generation. '' · · 

This was the raJlying cry of Isaac Mayer Wise, who was destined 

to become the father and master bujlder of the Hebrew Union Co11ege in 
. 

Cincinnati. Born in Bohemia in 1819, son of a school teacher who 
' 

wanted him to be ''a lead~r'', 3 Wise gained bis edu~ation in Etrrope. In 
• 

the face of liapsb~rg rule, 4 Wise decided to emigrate to the United 
• 

• 

States. Thus, in 1846, at the age of 27, he came to Albany, New York, 

to serve as Rabbi to tbe Orthodox congregation in that city. There is 
• 

no certainty that Wise was ever ordained f'ormaJJy, but apparently that 

6 

made no difference to the citizens of Albany, who welcomed him,· at least 

at first, with open arms. Wise, however, found an America at variance 
• 

with what he bad expected: • 

· . 

. • 

''The reality which the young enthiisiast encountered was 
more sombre than his dream. American Jewry in 1846, 
approximately 50,000, represented an arid wilderness 
culturalJy and spiritually. The smaJJ bodies of Spanish, 
Genna..n, English and Polish Jews, scattered in the Ea.stern 
half of the country, bad little to unite them and suf
ficient variety of dialects and customs to keep them 
divided in separate camps. The congregational ftmctionaries, 
the ~zza.njm, mela1rnnedim and sho\latim and the self-styled 
rabbis, who came with the waves of inanjgrants from the 
Old World, were unequal to the task of guiding the struggling 
Jewish con1D1t1nities. OnJ.y few of them spoke the language 
of the country or understood its spirit. In consequence, 
the congregations sank to a low level, and .the schools 
were woefully inadequate. Apathy, cynicism and. skepticism 
ran unchecked. ••5 

Iii 
°. • I 

• - 'C. • \ • 
. . .... ~ 

• 
• • 

No wonder, then, that Wise approached his chosen task with such zeal. 
" ~ ... . . . . • .. 

• l ··" • 
• 
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There was much resistance to be overcome and extensive education to be 

achieved before a unified, organized Jewish community could become a 

reality. Only two years after bis arrival in America, Wise launched 

bis campaign for a seminary in America to train American rabbis. Cir-

cumstances in Albany made it impossible for the dream to be realized 

there. Hostility to Wise's reforms made for much bad feelings. Wise 

recalled: 
• 

"I went to the synagogue on New Year's morning, 
appeared in my official. ga.rb, but 'fotind : one of 
Spa.nier's creatures, who had been the cause of the 
altercation about the Sabbath, sitting in my chair. 
I took another seat. Excitement ruled the hottr. 
Everything was quiet as the grave. Finally the choir 
sings Sulzer's great En Komokho. At the conclusion 
of the song I step before the ark in order to take 
out the Scrolls of the Law as us1ial , and to offer 
prayer. Spanier steps in my way, a.nd, without saying 
a word, smites me with his fist so that my cap falJs 
from my head. This was the terrible signal for an uproar 
the like of which I have never experienced. The people 
acted like furies. It was as though the synagogue had 
suddenly b\1rst forth into a flaming conflagration. The 
Poles and Hungarians, who thought only of me, struck. 
out like wild men. The yotmg people jumped down from 
the choir gallery to protect me, and bad to fight 
their way through the s11rging crowd. Within two 
minutes the whole assembly was a stru.ggling mass. ·The 
Sheriff and bis posse, who were surmn.oned, were belaoored 
and forced out 11ntil finaJ J y the whole agsembly surged 
out of the house onto Herkimer Street. '' 

Such bad feeling, even in a limited way, was bsrdl.y conducive to the 

kind of innovation which Wise envisioned. Thus, in 1854, he left 

Albany and came to Cincinnati, Ohio, as rabbi of Congregation B'nai 
• 

Jesht1zi.Jn, known today as Isaac Mayer Wise Temple • 
• 

Wise lost no time in beginning to implement his grand design for 

the organization of an American Jewry around an American rabbinic 

institution. He established two weekl.y newspapers, The Israelite· 

• 

w , , 
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• 

(1854) and The Deborah (1855), which gave him a journa.1 istic platform, 

through which he might reach the English and Gennan speaking population 

all over the country.7 From this platform, he began to propagandize 
. . 

aJmost immediately for the school that was his dream. To those who 

questioned his choice of Cincinnati as a site, he answered in an Israelite 
• 

• 
' 

column thusly in 1854: 
• I I 

''Cincinnati is the best situated for this institute 
because {a) we have in this city four flo11rishing 
and well organized congregations to effect this 
grand purpose. (b) The city of Cincinnati bas a 
central location. (c) It contains ghe Ja.rgest num
ber of Israelites next to New York. 

At the time, Cincinnati was referred to by many as the ''Paris of 

America 11
,
9 because of its continental atmosphere .and rich cult\iral life. 

So Cincinnati it was to be. '' . And of a.l J the sites of • • • that long 
. ' 

campaign which he waged for twenty-five years for the establishment of 

10 . 
a rabbinical semi.nary, '' 1 t was in this ''gateway to the South" that the 

• 

dream would find its fulfi]Jment. • 

Wise's success was due as much to his· personal charm as to his . 

unflagging dedication to his goal. Photographs show that he was a 

handsome man. 
. 11 

He was married and bad twelve children by his two wives • 
• 

His daughter remembered him in the following way: · 
• • 

•• • .. • • 

" ••• soft grey-blue eyes, a rather hawk nose, but 
a smile that was eternal and everpresent. ••12 

" ••• who loved everything that was Jewish, every- 13 thing that was known, and everything that was wise." 

His characteristics of learning, tenacity and charm served Wise well, 

especially in the early years when his patience was tested so severely. 

· Wise's first attempt at establishing a school failed rather 
• 

• 
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mj.serably. Zion College, which opened its doors in 1855, closed those 

doors forever less than one year la.ter,
14 

discontinued due to lack of 
• 

support and active opposition.15 A rabbinic conference, held in 

Cleveland in 1855, emphasized the differences rather than the common 

roots in the Jewish community in America at that time. Wise had hoped 

that the conference would resul.t in a cohesive rabbinate, which would 
. 

then present a united front in an effort to build a semjnary for aJJ. 

American Jews.16 But that was not to be the case. Wise's platform 
• 

p]ank recognizing the Ta.lmud as binding on a.J J Jews was bitterly 

attacked by radical reformers •17 And thus the conference, c0111ing as 

it did at that pa1·ticular tjme, did little to help the cause 01: Zion 

College. Indeed, it may have helped to doom its chances of success. 

Sixteen long years passed before Wise had another significant 
. 

o:pportunity to create the school of his dreams. One failtire after 

another during those 16 years might have disco11raged a lesser man. But 

not Isaac Mayer Wise. He continued to spread his message : 

• 

. 

"Our cause in America requires American rabbis and 
.teachers with American principles and eloquence, . . 
who are thoroughly acquainted with our mode of think-
ing and believing, our sentjments and convictions as 
they are to incul.cate God's words in American hea.rts; 
therefore we must educate American rabbis and teachers 

1118 • • • 

''As long as we must import our ministers and writers 
.we will be orphans in America, and as long as we 
have no -colJ.ege of our own, where Judaism is a branch 
of study, we cannot expect ministers and writers for 
our cause. ••19 

Wise was rebuffed in 1859, 1865 and 1866 by B'nai Brith members vho 

felt that it was more important to establish an orphan asylum than a 

• 
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rabbinical institution. The failure of Maimonides College e.rter a 

short history of six years and only one graduate dampened the enthu-

. ~ 1 21 sJasm o. many peop e. But not Wise. He continued to press for 
. 

action lllltil finally, in 1871, at a conference in C]ncinnati at which 

Eastern representatives were conspicuous by their absence, the follow-

ing resolution was adopted: • 

• , . 
·'The members of this conference take upon themselves 
the duty to bring pramjnently before the congrega
tions to advocate and support, by their in:fl.uence, 
the following project of co-operation of the American 
Hebrew Congregations: 

• • 

The congregations unite themselves to a Hebrew 
Congregational Union, with the object to preserve 
and advance the union of Israel; to take proper care 
of the development and promulgation of Judaism; to 
establish and support a scholastic institute, and 
the library appertaioing thereto, for tbe education 
of rabbis, preachers and teachers of religion; to 
provide cheap editions of the English Bible and 
textbooks for the schools of religious instruction 
to· give support to weak congregations; and to provide 
such other institutions which elevate, preserve a.nd 
protnul.ga.te Judaism. . . .· . 

• .. • 

Resolved, That whenever twenty congregations, with 
no less than two thousand contributing maJe members, 
sha.J J have declared in accordance with the preceding 
resolution, their resolution to enter the H.C.U. the 
said conn11j.ttee shal.l convoke the Synod to meet at 
such time and place as may be most satisfactory to 

. the co-operating congregations. 22 . . . . 

• 

-
. 

• 

• 

Once the door was opened, Wise did not f'alter for one moment. On 

October 101 J.872, in his annual report to the congregation, Mr. 

• 

Moritz Loth, president of Wise's own board, and probably at Wise's 

urging, took a signi~icant step _in the. history of what was to become 

the Hebrew Union College: • 

• • • • • .. . • 
. 

:The buildjng of Temples and worshipping therein 
.is not sufficient to spread the beneficial light of 

• 
' . • • 
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0.ur religion: we must have Rabbis who possess 
the ability to preach and expound eloquently the 
true text of our belief. Such Rabbis we can onl.y 
have by educating them, and to educate them we must 
have a Jewish Theological Faculty, an institution 
which is as necessary for the future glory of our 
religion as air and water are essential to sustain 
anjma.J life; and, in order to take the initiatory 
steps to establish such a college, I respectfu).J y 
reconnnend to you to appoint a connnjttee of twelve 
members, and request 011r sister congregations of this 
city to appoint connujttees of the same number, who 
shall meet and take into consideration the caJJing of 
a general conference of aJJ the congregations or the 
West, South and North-west, with a view to fonn a 
union of congregations, the object of which should 
be: First, to establish a Jewish Theological 
Faculty. • • 23 . . . 

ll 

• 

• • 

On July 8-10, 1873, twenty-eight congregations were represented 

at the convention fOWlding the Union of American Congregations.24 

• 

The absence of Ea.stern representation emphasized that the wounds of 

1855 bad not yet healed.25 So when the constitution of the newly 
• 

for:cned UAHC was read, proclaiming that ''It is the primary o.bject of 

the Union of .American Hebrew Congregations to establish a Hebrew 

Theological Institute.· • • 1126 ~y who wer~ present there must have 

voiced the silent wish that the college would come to serve, and be 
• - . . 

recognized by, aJJ. segments of the Jewish CODlmlmity, even in the ea.st • 
•• 

. . 

The convention of the v,AHC, held in Cleveland, July 14-16, 1874, 

decided upon the name of Hebrew Union CollegQ. It is jo the records 
. . . .. 

of this meeting that the. name is first emPboyed.27 The mechanics of 

curricu1lnn and school administration were established, and the school 
. 

. ~8 
was scheduled to open ''on or before the first day of October, 1875.' 

• 
• 

Berxthard Bettman was elected chairman of the Board of Governors, and 
. 

. . 29 
was to fi11 that post until 19101 thirty-five years later. Wise, 

• 

of co11rse, was elected to the presidenc,.- of the college which he had 

• 
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created. 
• 

Wise had not yet, at this juncture, given up hope that HUC would 

be a school for the training of all American rabbis: 

The word Union in the name of the College expressed 
the hope of the founders, to have one theological 
school for all Jews of the country, . conservative as 
well as reform. On assuming office, Dr. Wise announced 
that his policy would be to ignore all personal animosities 
and prejudices and to persist in his earnest endeavor 
"with the aid of a competent and distinguished faculty 
to open the treasures of Israel's literature to Jew and 
gentile, reformer and orthodox, in justice to all and in 
offense to none • '' 30 

• • 

To that end, he maintained a position regarding ~orah and Talmud that 
• 

would embrace the greatest possible number of Jews: 

Consistently opposed to the theories of Higher Criticism 
of the Bible, he regarded the Sinaitic revelation un
assailable. He maintained with equal firmness the 
uniqueness of the prophetic character of Moses and the 
authenticity and authority of the Bible which, in his 
judgment, had undergone no change through the ages. The 
Talmud appeared to him as ntbe higher criticism of the 
fifth century," which by virtue of its fixed rules of 
interpretation stands scientifically higher than the 
Higher Criticism of Kuenen, Wellhausen and w. Robertson 
Smith, which lacks fixed laws of hermeneutics and "is 
still in its pilpulistic state.''31 

• • 

With this philosophy as his guide, Wise prepared to open HUC. Class-
. . • • • 

. 
• • 

room space was made available by Temple Bene Israel on Mound Street 
• • 

in Cincinnati.32 The basement vestry rooms of the Temple were not 
. ' 

exactly ideal, and Wise referred to them as: 
• 

- ' ; • • . . 

• •• this little hole-in-the-wall of a school, in 
its not-too-bright cellar, carrying the pompous name 
of a coll.ege.33 . 

.. 

There was a library of sorts. However: 
• 

Each evening the whole library was locked up in a 
two-and-one-half-foot4box, not because or thieves,- . ; . 
but becal1se of mice.3 

• 
• • 

• . 

• 

• 

• 
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The important fact, though, was that the Hebrew Union College was 

about to become a reality. The formal dedication of HUC was set for 
. 

Sunday, October 3, 1875: 
1 

The long looked for day finally dawned. The dream 
of a quarter of a century began to be realized when 
on Sunday, the third of October, eighteen hundred 
and seventy-five, the formal opening of the Hebrew 
Union College took place in the beautiful temple of 
the Bene Jeshurun Congregation, at Eighth and Plum 
Streets. The multitude that filled the brilliantly 
illuminated house of worship little recked at bow 
historic an occasion they were assisting. Isaac M. Wise 
knew it full well but possibly even he did not realize 
completely the amazing task to which he had set bis 
hand. It was a real work of salvation for Judaism in 
America.35 

Classes began formally at HUC on Monday afternoon, October the 

fourth, in the rooms on Mound and Eighth Streets. Nine students 

attended this first session. Four more registered during the first 

week, and fo11r more during the course of the first year. The latter 

group included a woman, Miss Julia Ettlinger of Cincinnati,36 who 

remained at the college for only two years.37 There was a faculty of 
. 

two, Wise and Solomon Eppinger, a local scholar whom Wise referred to 
. 

as 0 the good old teacber.n38 Wise received no salary for teaching. 

Eppinger was paid seven hundred dollars per year, "two hlmdred dollars 

of which were for extra services in giving instruction to the students 

39 after class ho11rs ." Beginning the following year, 1876, Doctor 

Max Lilienthal of Bene Israel, now Rockdale Temple, also taught at 

HUC, receiving no remuneration. 40 

The curricul1un of HUC was developed gradually over· a period of 

eight years. The first four years were designated as a Preparatory 

Department, the second four as a Collegiate Department. The Preparatory 



• 

Classes had to meet in the late afternoon: • 

• • • 

As they (the students) attended high school ••• the 
work of the Hebrew Union College bad to be conducted 
in the afternoons from fOlJr to six. As most of the 
students came from indigent homes or from orphanages, -
they were given free tuition both at the Hebrew Union 
College and at the secular school, as well as free 
board and lodging and clothes. The funds for student 
stipends were raised by Ladies Aid Societies or by 
the Board of Governors.41 

• • 
• 

It is clear from this description that HUC was, as yet, not the 

favorite school of the wealthy elite. But the building process went 

on. The first fot1r years were spent in the D, c, B, and A grades, 

where students studied Torah, Psalms, Grarrnnar, Midrash, Mishnah and 

Talmud. Prophets, Aramaic Grammar, History, Commentaries and 

Philosophy were added slowly as the students' proficiency increased. 
' . ~ . " -

At the end of four ¥ears, a graduating essay was required.42 Ever 

-

eager for unity, Wise moved to close the· breach between himself and 
• 

. . ... 
those who bad originally denigrated his efforts: 

• • • 

• 

' 

• • • 

• • . . -

To gain the confidence of the congregations of the 
country in the work of the College, leading rabbis 
and lay scholars were invited to conduct a public examina
tion of the students at the end of each academic year. 
They included men who, like Benjamin Szold, Marcus Jastrow, 
Lewis N. Dembitz, Samuel Hirsch, etc., did. not see eye 
to eye with Dr. Wise. It is interesting that, though 
co·ngregation Mikveh Israel of Philadelphia refused to 
join the Union of American Hebrew· Congregations, its 
Rabbi Sabato Morais - who had not given up hope of reopen
ing the Maimonides College - was invited to serve on the 
board of examiners, in July, 1878. His signature is 
attached~ •• to the report which closes with these words: 

• "The examining Committee perform an act of justice 
in highly con1mending preceptors and pupils for the 
1mwavering exertions crowned with unprecedented 
success in America • 

• 

The College in Cincinnati may unequivocally be 
pronounced an object deserving the support of all 

14 
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Israelites, who wish that attachment to the ancestral 
faith be founded upon a knowledge of its precepts, 
and an extensive acquaintance with the national litera
ture ."43 

• 

15 

This statement represented a dramatic step forward in the growth 

of HUC. A school grows in many ways. Academic recognition by former 

critics helped i1m11easurably. The following year, 1879, on Jl.1ne 29th, 

seven of the original seventeen students graduated from the Prepara-

tory Department, receiving the degree of Chaver or Bachelor of Hebrew 

Letters.44 Attention was then directed to the C~llegiate Department • 
• . 

But there was no doubt that the Preparatory Department had been a 

success. By 1878, the admissions requirements were laid out for all 

to see: 
• • 

• 

.~ 

Section l. Any person of good moral character, 
being a student or a graduate of any classical 
college or high school, may be admitted on examina
tion to the Preparatory Department of the College, 
provided, however, he can read Hebrew, translate 
any portion from the Book of Genesis, decline and 
conjugate the regular Hebrew noun and verb and know 
Jewish history to 536 B.C.; and any such applicant 
may be placed in any higher class of the Preparatory 
Department, if in the judgment of the Preceptors and 
President or Superintendent he be deemed capable • . 

• 

Section 5. Every student of this college or these .. 
• 

colleges takes upon himself the duties to be in his 
respective seat in the class at all lessons, lectures 
and examinations of his respective class; to maintain 
a good moral character and a becoming depor

4
tment, and 

to submit to the discipline of the College. _ 5 ,. 
• 

' 
, , . ' 

• 
That aspect of HUC, then, was well under way • . . 

• •• 

• 

Development of the Collegiate Department, however, was a most 
• 

complex matter with many frustrating moments. A broad-based commission 
. 

of the UAHC, empowered to create a College curriculum, produced a 

course of study so unrealistic that it was virtually useless. The 
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commission proposed the teaching of German, limiting the student body 

to high school graduates who would take co11rses at HUC and the 

University at the same time, shortening the period of instruction from 

eight years to five, and increasing the number of hours spent in 

class.46 It just could not be done. Besides, Wise was committed to 

the four year Preparatory Department with all his strength. In his 

report to the Board of Governors on September 1, 1879, he stated: 

I think it proper to record these facts for the 
use of the future historian. They tell now, that 
without our Preparatory Department, conducted with 
so much diligence and energy, the opening of the 
College proper today would have been impossible. 
The facts before us warrant the ass11mption that 
this will always be the case, so that the continua
tion of the Preparatory Department with all possible 
care and energy, will be most necessary in order to . 
maintain the College itselr.47 

• • 

At one point, Wise offered to resign if the ·UAHc was resolved to 

oppose his wishes and his judgment. 

back. 48 
• 

". 

The UAHC, of course, pulled 
• 

Another substantial threat to HUC 1 s Collegiate Department came 

from a group in New York who wished to have their own school: 

Under the auspices of the Temple Emanu-El Theological 
Association of New York, a Preparatory School was 
opened under the superintendence of Doctors samuel Adler 
and Gustav Gottheil, on February 10, 1877 ••• 

When the Board of Delegates on Civil and Religious 
. Rights (organized in 1878) ·and a number of eastern · 

congregations joined the Union of American Congrega
tions, Dr. Gottheil proposed that the Emanu-El Pre
paratory be taken over as a department of ·the Hebrew 
Union College, and administered by a New York board. 
Though the amount spent by the Union on this school . 
was small, it depleted the limited resources of the 
Cincinnati institution and restrained the Board ot . 
Governors fro~ admitting new students, thereby impeding 
its progress. 49 . · · , . 

• 



• 

• • 

Over Wise's protests, the UAHC continued to fund the New York school: 

However, it rejected the subsequent proposal that the . . 
New York school be turned into a rabbinical seminary 
as a branch of the Hebrew Union College, on the ground 
that the creation of what would be tantamount to a 
second college, should "if not immediately destroy, 
certainly continually retard, the growth and threaten 
the prosperity - nay the very existence of both."50 

The school continued to operate until 1886 when, after Dr. Gottbeil's 

resignation due to poor health, UAHC support was ended and the school 

closea.51 • • • 
; • 

But meanwhile~ the College Department in Cincinnati was underway • 
• 

Beginning in September of 1879, with Dr. Moses Mielziner joining the 

faculty as professor of Talmud; and with six of the seven Preparatory 

graduates enrollea,52 the second four years of HUC 1 s history began • 
• • .. 

The classes met in Plum Street Temple, where the school had moved in 
• •, 

1877. 53 As had been the case in the past, the curricul1Jm was worked . 

out on a year to year basis.54 Then, in 1881, on April 24, the College 

moved into its first real home: , "• . 
• • 

• 

• • .a spacious mansion was acquired on West Sixth 
Street, then one of the finest residential sections 
of the city.55 . 

-• 

(The exact address of the mansion was 724 West Sixth)56 
• • . . 

Finally, on July 11, 1883, the dream which Wise had nt1rtured for so 
. 

• . .. ~ . .. • • • 
• 
' • 

• .. 
. 

many years reached its fruition. The first ordination service was 

held: · 

• 
• . . 

• 

. . ,." ... 

What thousands had believed to be impossible had been 
accomplished • . The doubters were silenced. The 

• • founder's faith and trust were justified. His life's 
work reached its apogee when Isaac M. Wise laid his 
hand in blessing upon the heads of his four disciples, 
Israel Aaron, Henry Berkowitz, Joseph Krauskopf and 
David Philipson and declared them to be rabbis in Israel.57 
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Calling attention to the fact that the examiners of the four new young 

rabbis had tested them rigorously and praised their preparedness, Wise 

made the following comment: 
• 

The College may well maintain 
duty ••• What wag the labor, 
God alone knows.5 

. 

that it bas done its 
what were the sacrifices 

• 

Then Wise turned to the four yo1mg men before him and spoke to them 
• 

with these words: • 

In the name of God and by the authority of the 
Governors and of the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations, and in the name of all good men I 
declare you to be rabbis of the Jewish faith, that 
you may preach the word of God to the people, that 
you may be patriots in America and the standard . 
bearers of the people ••• 

I declare before all the people and in the presence 
of this congregation that you are ratified Rabbis 
in Israel. May God's blessing be upon you and the 
charge of God through Moses to Joshua be verified in 
you, "Be strong and courageous.u59 

• 

• 

Later that month, in his report to the Board of Governors, Wise s11ran1ed 

up his response to the great accomplishments of HUC: • . . 
. • . . 

We have accomplished it. We have educated enlightened 
rabbis for American Israel. Thank Heaven, we are, . we 
live, we prosper. We have erected the proudest 
montUnent which American Israel possesses • . The day .is 
not far distant when it will be acknowledged that with 
this college begins a new era in the history of religion 
in 011r country. A new spirit rises from these walls, a 
spirit of genuine piety, enlightenment and charity, a 
spirit of love and truth. So may God bless you and the . 
congregations you represent, and the co11ntry whic~ is 
our palladium. bO . .. . . 

• • 

The dream had been accomplished. But another of Wise's visions 

for the future died an embarrassing death at the banquet celebrating 

the first ordination. Dr. David .Philipson recalled the incident 
• 

thusly: 

• 
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The convention of the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations whereof this rabbinical ordination was 
the peak, closed with a great dinner at a famed hill
top resort, the Highland House. Knowing that there 
would 'be delegates from various parts of the country 
present, who laid stress upon the dietary laws, the 
Cincinnati committee engaged a Jewish caterer to set 
the dinner. The great banqueting hall was brilliantly 
lighted, the hundreds of guests were seated at the 
beautifully arranged tables, the invocation had been 
spoken by one of the visiting rabbis, when the waiters 
served the first course. Terrific excitement ensued 
when two rabbis rose from their seats and rushed from 
the room. Shrimp had been placed before them as the 
opening course of the elaborate menu. • • This Highland 
House dinner came to be known as the .terefa banquet. 
The Orthodox Eastern press rang tge charges on the 
terefa banquet week in, week out. l 

• 

When Wise did not make a public apology for the incident, Rabbi 
• 

Frederick de Sola Mendes of New York struck out at him in print: 

The Rev. I. M. Wise, President of the Hebrew Union 
College, and ordainer of four rabbis, has not yet 
thought fit to protest against the clam-frog-crab 
banquet tendered by the Jews of Cincinnati to the 
Jewish ministers and laymen. Does the eleventh 
chapter of Leviticus form any part of the college 
edition of the Pentateuch? We know that the laws of 
forbidden food have been taught to the graduating class. 
What an admirable closing commentary thereunto was fur
nished by the spectacle of these teachers devo11ring the 
abominations of Talmud and Poskimt Such inconsistency 
of precept and example, if left still further unex
plained, will h~ve disastrous results for the prestige 
of the college.62 

The terefa banquet added fuel to a lingering distrust which con-

servatives still held for the more liberal reformers. And, combined 

with the impact of the Pittsb11rgh Platform of 1885, the incident 

served as ~ catalyst for a final break between the liberal and con-
• • • 

servative rabbis. After having hailed the Pittsburgh Platform as a 

"Jewish Declaration of Independence," 63 Wise retreated in an attempt 
• 

• . - • • 

• 
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to head off a total break.64 To no avail: .. , 

• 

It was too late. The breach could· not be healed. 
Sabata Morais, the conscientious opponent of Reform 
saw the opportunity of either restoring the .Majmonides 
College in Philadelphia or of creating a new conserv~
tive seminary in the midst of the rapidly growing Jewish 
Community of New York. With the aid of the brothers 
Henry Pereira and Frederick de Sola Mendes, Aaron Wise, . 
Benjamin Szold, Marcus Jastrow, Alexander Kohut and 
other likeminded rabbis and lay-leaders, he launched a 
counter movement which resulted in the establishment of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City.65 . . 

• ... 

The split probably bothered Wise • . But in a sense it helped him 

tremendously. Released from the need to acco111modate conservative 

elements within the movement, he could now move much more. free.ly in 

developing HUC as he saw fit. More faculty members were engaged. A 
• 

post-graduate department was instituted so that aluxnni, in absentia, 

could attain the degree of Doctor of Divinity. Finally, honorary . 

• 

• 

degrees came into being at the college, recognizing outstanding service 

to Judaism, and enrollment .. increased steadily.66 · 

. The last ten years of Wise's life were dedicated to the enrich-

ment of the college and the building of his last great monument, the 
• 

CCAR. With enough rabbis now graduates of HUC, Wise, in 1889, under-

took to bind all Reform rabbis into a single body. He saw the Central 

Conference of American Rabbis as a tool for implementing change and 

preventing chaos: • • 
• • • - . • 

. ' 1. • •. ' ~ 

All refOI'ms aught to· go. into practice on the authority 
of the Conference, not only to protect the individ11al 

. · - rabbi, but to protect Judaism against presun1ptuous 
innovations and precipitations of rash and inconsiderate 
men. The Conf ergnce is the lawfUl authority in all. . . 
matters of form. 7 

At the same time, Wise became a crusader for a Reform approach to 

Jewish life in America. He vas convinced ~hat Reform was to be the 

• ' 

• 
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• 

wave of the future. In 1899, a year before his death, Wise predicted: 

Twenty-five years hence, or at the utmost fifty 
years hence, the faith of the rational world will 
be the faith of the rational Jew.68 

His prediction proved false, but the spirit that lay behind that 

statement motivated his last days. In one of bis last messages to the 

Boa!d of Governors, he restressed his concern for standards and the 

constant need for more faculty professors.69 Wise believed that the 

College would grow. It had to be ready. • • 

When death came to Isaac Mayer Wise on March 26, 1900,7° the 
Jewish con11nunity of America recognized that it had lost a great leader. 

Dr. Abraham Cronbach once observed that, in his opinion, Wise was 
. 

" ••• a planter, not a builder."71 Those who came after him reaped 
• 

wba t be had sown. Perhaps. But Isaac Mayer Wise was the right man 

for his generation. Charm, tenacious adherence to his goal, a devotion 

to Jewish learning and a corn111itment to the future of a vibrant, dis-

tinctively American, Jewish comn1unity marked his cparacter. Armed with 
• 

these tools, he created the Hebrew Union College. Now the Reform 

movement waited to see who would pick up where Wise had left off. One 
• 

thing was clear. The new leaders of HUC would have to be co111mi tted to 

the spirit of free inquiry. Wise bad attacked the Higher Criticism. 

He had attacked Darwin's Theory of Evolution.72 The new generation 

would embrace both. It was said that 0 The day after Wise died, Higher 
• 

Criticism came to the Hebrew Union College.•73 The new president would 
• 

have to deal with that reality. But the new president was not to be 
• 

• 

found so soon. • 

• • 

- : 
• • • 

• • • 

•• 
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' 
II. THREE YEARS OF SEARCHING: THE COLI.EGE UNDER 

• 
• 

MOSES MIELZINER AND GOTTHARD DEUTSCH 
• 

• 

• • m 0 

• 

MOSES MIELZINER 

• , 

After the death of Isaac Mayer Wise, it became necessary to begin 
• 

the search for a su~cessor to the presidency of the College. The 
• • 

Board of Governors apparently wanted to take a long look at the pro-
• • • 

spective candidates for the position. To give themselves that time to 

search, they selected a member of the faculty, Doctor Moses Mielziner, 

to serve as acting-president.74 · 

Born August 12, 1828 in Posen75 Mielziner had traveled to Berlin 
. 

in 184q to prepare for admission to the University there.76 He studied 
• 

with Dr. Samuel Holdheim and Leopold Zunz, and, during the co11rse or 
• • • 

his studies came to know .: David Einhorn.77 Mielziner received his 
- . 8 

Authorization to Preach from Holdheim January 25, 1852,7 and soon 
. 

• 

thereafter accepted a position as preacher at the Jewish congregation 

in Waren, where he stayed until 1854.79 Finding Germany too reactionary 
. 

for his liking, the 26 year old Mielziner journeyed to Denmark in 1855 

to accept a teaching post at a newly-created Jewish religious school iu 

Copenhagen.80 In 1858 he received rabbinical ordination from Dr. 

Abraham Alexander Wolff', the· chief rabbi of Denmark.81 His doctoral 

dissertation, entitled •slavery Amongst the Ancient Hebrewsn, was 

translated into English from the .Iatin and became a celebrated treatise 

82 among those in the American Abolitionist movement in the l860's. 

By 1865 ·1t had become clear that the Jewish Religious School could 

83 
not afford to retain Mielziner due to severe financial difficulties. 

• 
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Therefore, in July of that year, Mielziner left the Copenhagen he 

loved so well to accept a post with a congregation in New York City, 

the Norfolk. Street Synagogue of the Congregation Anshei Chesed ••·where 

Mielziner expected to find a welcome for his well-known liberal views, 

education, and sponsorshi~ •1
' 84 

• • 

. 

Mielziner stepped into a situation where he had to endure the 

political battles of a congregation split into reform and conserva

tive factions. It was a situation which he disliked intensely:85 
• 

Thoroughly unfitted to be a fighter, it must have 
been sorely against his will that he end1Jred as 
long as he did the conditions revealed between the 
lines of the minutes of the Congregation Anshei 
Chesed. Contemporary paragraphs in the Jewish press 

• 
• 

• 

also a~lumine these most distatetul years of Mielziner' s :~ 
life. 

He was jl>st not cut out for that kind of life. He had certain 

character attributes that demanded another way of life: 
• 

With all his meekness and entire lack of arrogance, 
the minister's strong personal dignity and sense of 
justice made him stubbornly hold a stand be con-
sidered proper. Mielziner had a special talent as 

' • 

• 

• 

• 
a mediator. His ready tact and witty word was always 
prompt to calm the tu1inoils of passionate human beings.87 

Finally, in June of 1873, the inevitable occurred. After 

difficult years, Mielziner resigned and left Anshei Chesed.88 

Obtaining his American citizenship in October of 1874,89 Mielziner 

eight . 

• 

opened an "Educational Institute: Day and Boarding School for Hebrew 
• 

• . 

Young Gentlemen.0 90 This school remained .open from 187;-1879. At the 
. . . 

same time he served as principal of the Temple Emanu-El Preparatory 

School for Rabbinic Students.?1 ~ It was in this capacity that his future 
• 

• .. . . 

became entwined with that of the Hebrew Union College. Soon after the 
•, 

• 

New York school was officially made a preparatory school for HUC in 
.. ' "' . • • I • ' I " . . 
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Cincinnati, Isaac Mayer Wise invited Mielziner to join the faculty of 

the new HUC Collegiate Department. This invitation was accepted by him 
• 

and approved by the Board of HUC in June of 1879.92 
" . ' • 

Arriving in Cincinnati, Mielziner fot1nd a city called "the Paris 

of America'', 1
' the Queen of the West", u the Athens of the West"·, 93 a · 

city open to new ideas and change. It was into this milieu that he 
• . 

brought his great scholarly talents. He had been engaged as the head 
• 

of the Talmud Department, and charged with the great task of making 
. 

the Talmud accessible and understandable to American rabbinic students. 

His response to that challenge, An Introduction to the Talmud, written . - ------ -- -- ---
in 1894,94 remains a standard reference work for rabbinic students even 

• 
today, almost seventy years later. • 

• 

Mielziner became a leading Talmudic authority in the America of 

his day. Questions came to him from all parts of the country on a 

variety of difficult subjects.95 In recognition of his great service to 

the coJ.lege and in celebration of his 70th birthday, the College, in 

1898, conferred on Mielziner the degree .of Docto~ of Divinity.96 

him: 

Doctor Mielziner honored his students, and they, in turn, honored 

• •• • 
. . . . -

• 
• • .. 

' ' 
The custom of the German universities of allowing 
students to read privately in a master's study was 

1 

• 

Dr. Mielziner's; it was an old Talmudic tradition that 
a teacher's pupils were his children. This privilege 
was fully taken advantage of, as was the corner in 
that room sacred to the studies of an own son. He often 
read to these young men from his own freshly completed 
pages of man11script, looking up for sweet approbation 
from their young minds. He even read letters he wrote 
or received from other scholars. All afternoon and 
all evening and early morning, these students came 
and went.97 

• 

This same Moses Mielziner, scholar and friend of the students, 
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suddenly was pressed into duty as president of the College at the age 

of 72.98 As acting-president, which office came to him, by the way, 

by virtue of his position as dean of the faculty, Mielziner held to 
.· • 

the policies which Wise had instituted, "Jewish scholarship without 

reference to the various tendencies or parties existing in Judaism.•99 

No great innovations came out of his presidency, but that was not to 
• • 

be expected. When he died on February 18, 1903, the college community 

moi.irned the loss of a friend more than a president.100 
• 

Moses Mielziner was not the kind of man who usually becomes the 

president of an institution. He did not seek the office: 
• 

• • • Mielziner did not aim to assume a position of 
leadership among his peers; for he was endowed rather 
with the qualifications necessary to make him a 
scholar among scholars than a leader of the masses.lOl 

• 

And perhaps the tribute paid Mielziner by Kaufmann Kohler is the most 

fitting: 

• 

• .. l 

This man, Moses, was very meek, more than any man ·· 
of his standing in the profession, and if he had 
shortcomings they were the outcome of his extreme 
modesty. The rabbis tell us that the scholar should 
have at least one-eighth of an eighth of pride in . 
order to resent presumptuousness (Sota 5a). 

• 

Dr. Mielziner's meekness would have cast aside even 
this alloy as unnecessary, and the consequence is that, 
crowned as he was with the diadem of the Torah and of 
the priesthood, the diadem of his good name, of his 
fine character, of his nobility of soul, eclipsed all 
others in matchless luster.1CY2 

• 

The years of Moses Mielziner's acting-presidency were rather 

• 

uneventful in the growth of the College. But it is a credit to the 

• 

• 

• 

. .. 
• 

institution that such a man wore the mantle of leadership, even for 
. -

, so brief a time. 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 



' I 

• 
• 

I 

26 

• 

Even shorter than the three year acting-presidency of Moses 

Mielziner was the three month incumbency of Dr. Gotthard Deutsch. 

Future histories of the college will probably pay little attention to 

Deutsch, due to the extreme brevity of his stay in office. Yet here 

was one of the most interesting individ11als in the history of the 

college, who was far ahead of his time in terms of his perspective on 

a world Jewish community, and who truly suffered because of bis 
• • • 

• 

political beliefs. • 

Deutsch was born in Moravia, January 31, 1859.lO:; By the age of 
• . ' 

seventeen, he had completed his college academic work. He entered 

Breslau Seminary on October 6, 1876. Inspired by scholars such as 

Graetz, Deutsch moved on to Vienna, where he earned his Ph. D. in • 

history in 1880. He found work as a religious school teacher, which 

proved 'msatisfying to him. So finally, contrary to a previous decision, 

he decided to enter the rabbinate.104 
• 

The congregational rabbinate bored Deutsch. Consequently, he 

began to look for another position. One day, he answered a newspaper 
• • 

advertisement which sought a man interested in teaching history in a 

school in America. He answered the ad . .. He got the job. He arrived 
• 

in Cincinnati, Ohio, on December 2, 1891 - to teach at the Hebrew Union 

College •105 . , 

Deutsch quickly established himself as a favorite of the students. 

An address delivered before the student body in 1895 conveys a sense 

of gentleness and sensitivity, an openness to RefoI"m and a firm com1nit-

• 
• . " 

• 
• • • 

• 

• 
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ment to honest scholarship.
1o6 He was not particularly noted for his 

pedagogic skill. It was rather his great knowledge that earned him 

the respect of his students. His lessons consisted of a series of 

stories, told to the class, and followed by a question and answer 

period. The good professor could answer any question. But if no 

queries were forthcoming, he was flustered and embarrassed, as he made 

no forxnal preparation for class.
10'7 But the students truly loved him, 

in spite of his idiosyncracies: 

As a teacher, bis influence was exerted not through 
his formalJectures, but through his engaging per
sonality. l 

Indeed he was the scientific Dhistorical carpenter" 
who put in place the boards and rafters.109 

• 

Deutsch felt that, to be an historian "one must first have the 

110 real facts, the exact background.1
' He was almost a fanatic about 

preparing index cards with bits of information recorded on them· and 

filing them away for future use. He compiled an enormous collection 

of these cards, which led one friend to remark: 

He did not even consider whether his learning was 
productive. What I mean is that he loved to 
accumulate materials without regard to the use he 
might make of them. • • You never needed a book of 
reference when Dr. Deutsch was at band.1J.l. 

• 

Deutsch, like Mielziner, did not seek the office of acting-
• . 

• 

president. When Mielziner became ill near the end of his life, he 

, 

• 

asked Deutsch to take over his duties until he was well enough to return 
• 

to work.112 ·After Dr. Mielziner died, Deutsch agreed to stay on as 

acting-president until the new president, Kaufmann Kohler, arrived on 
• 

• 

the scene. 

That concludes the story of Gotthard Deutsch as administrator of 
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the Hebrew Union College. But it does not begin to tell the tale of 

Deutsch the man. D11ring the same year in which he served as 

acting-president, Deutsch published an article entitled nThe Year 1903 

in Jewish History.ull.3 1903 was the year of the Kishinev massacre. 
• 

And we see in this article the fighting spirit on behalf of fellow 

Jews all over the world which Deutsch possessed, above and beyond his 

academic acumen. He attacks anti-semitism whereve he perceives it; 

Russia,114 Austria,115 Germany,116 ·Prussia.117 He attacks the policies 

of Pope Leo XIII118 and other nations who are oppressing Jews in " 

various ways. This was not unusual for Deutsch, who expanded his • 

activities as he became better known in the Cincinnati conm111nity and 
. 

in the world Jewish coxu1ounity. 
• 

• ii . • 
• • 

• 

In February of 1905, Deutsch shot into the public eye when 

Russian goverrunent denied him a passport to visit the Soviet Union. 
. . 

Tremendous diplomatic pressure and widespread media coverage finally 
. . . . 

resulted in his being allowed to go behind th Iron Curtain after all. 

On that same jo11rney, Deutsch traveled to Austria, H1ingar , Algeria and 

• 

Egypt, estab1ishing contact with the Jewish coaamunities wherever be 

happened to be.120 He returned home a great celebrity, much in demand 

as a speaker on Jewish inhabitants of far-oft lands. No doubt he 

raised the Jewish consciousness of many people who heard him speak. Bis 

written articles demonstrate an intimate knowledge of and a deep concern 

for the Jews of the lands he visited.121 -. • 

• 

· Deutsch involved himself, not only in Jewish affairs, but also in 

the secular li:fe of the Cincinnati com•1runity. In 19<17, he was elected 

to a seat on the Board of Education of the city, despite a campaign 

• 

( 



• . 
• 
' 
• . 
I 

! 

) 

" • 
• 

• 

• • 
• 

I 

• 

apparently tinged with anti-semitism by one or his opponents.122 

On the college scene, everything was perfect. His teaching was 

going well. Judah L. Magnes, whom he had appointed to the faculty 

d\lring his interim presidency., l23 was being recognized as one of the 
• 

bright new lights in the Reform movement. · In the spring of 1916 the 

Board of Governors awarded Deutsch an honorary Doctor of Divinity 

degree. Further, at his request, the Board gave him a one year leave 

29 

of absence, with pay, so that he might return to his beloved Germany.124 

At the age of 57, Deutsch was on top of the world. He did not go to 

accept his D.D. He disliked what he considered to be a show. And he 

even criticized the "American Jewish 'aristocracy' on whose support 

the College depended.ul25 This· attitude did not win Deutsch any friends 

on the Board - friends whom he would soon need desperately. · . 
• 

The world had exploded into World War I in 1914. Deutsch, with 

his great love for Germany, bad. taken it upon himself to answer British 
' 

editorials against the Germans. He used the Israelite as his jo11rna

listic vehicle.126 In November of 1917, however, Deutsch found himself' 

faced with a difficult situation from which he could not extricate him-

self. The United States bad entered the war on the side of the Allies. 

Germany was the enemy. It was a well known fact in Cincinnati that 

Deutsch had championed Germany's cause in the past. That fact made him 

fair game for the "super-patrio~' element • • 
• • 

• 

His great personal tragedy began in a Cincinnati courtroom where 
• • 

Deutsch had been called as a witness. The judge, who knew Deutsch, 

asked him point-blank to declare in open court which side he hoped to 
. . . 

see win the war. Deutsch, well vithin his legal rights, refused to 
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answer. 127 But legal rights meant very little at that particular time, 

at least when it came to feelings about Germany. The papers screamed 

out the story. Pressure was put on the Board of Governors to fire 

Deutsch. Each day seemed to add more fuel to the fire. At a crucial 

meeting at which a final vote on Deutsch was to be taken, President 

Edward Heinsheimer of the Board of Governors slumped forward in his 

chair, deaa.128 Ironically, the tragedy of Heinsheimer's death gave 

Deutsch's friends the time _they desperately needed to amass enough 

votes to save his job. Dr. Jacob Marcus, who was in the army at the 

time of the incident, was one of many who sent messages in support of 

Deutsch to the Board. Dr. Marcus recalls that the final margin by 

which Deutsch was kept on the faculty was a mere one vote.129 

Gotthard Deutsch had won the battle. But the toll it took on him 

emotionally and physically left him a changed man. When he died four 

years later, on October 14, 1921: 

He had become •••• a relic of the past.130 

Gotthard Deutsch, brilliant professor, beloved personality, acting-

president of the College, champion of Jewish rights, lover of German 

cult11re. Perhaps he would have been better orf if be had followed in 

his life the completely objective philosophy which he once laid out 

regarding his approach to scholarship: 

Let me say in conclusion what I said at the beginning 
of this essay. I am not here to advocate Reform. I 
am the old historic carpenter. Some say of Reform 
what the Pharisees of old said of the Sadducees: ••·you 
have adulterated your religion and gained nothing by 
it." This is the plea of the orthodox. The opposite 
side says: Reform has saved Judaism by pruning the 
old tree and giving it a new lease of life. This is 
the view of the 11 orthodor' reformer. Others say, 

' ' 
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Reform has paved the way tor the work to be done in 
solving the religious problem. This is the view of 
the liberal. Again others say: You have attempted a 
hopeless task. This is the view of the infidel. My . 
view is: Elijah Levita published his boo.k on Masorah 
in 1538, dei Rossi his collection of essays in 1574, 
Shabbetai Elhanan Recanate condemned the abrogation 
of the hymn 'tAngels of Mercy'1 September 24, 1727, the 
first service of the Berlin Reform Geminde was held . 
April 2, 1846, and Temple Emanuel of N·ew York was 
organized April 6, 1845. On these points I agree with 
Dr. Emil G. Hirsch and Rabbi Moses Zebulon Margolies.131 

. 

Gotthard Deutsch, like Moses Mielziner, touched the history of 
• , 

the Hebrew Union College far beyond his three month term as acting-

president. He serves as a warning to us, even today, of what can 

transpire, even in the most clear-thinking of cormaunities, 1>nder the 
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presst1re of international conflagration. Deutsch is part of the folk-

lore of the history of the college. There will never be another quite 

like him. • 

By the end of 1903, the Board of Governors had found their new 

president. His name was Kaufmann Kohler. With him, the College 

entered a completely nev stage - of ideological self definition. ~ 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

·• 
• 

. . . 

• • • 

• 
• 

- .. 

, .. 
•• • 

• • 

• • ' • 

• 

• • 

. . " • 

•• 
. . 

• 
~ . ' • 

,/ . 

• 

' 

' 

, . 

• • 

• 
... 

• .1 

• 
• • • 

• • • • • 

• 

• • 

• 

• 

• • 

• 

. . . 

• . 
• 

~ . 

'A• ... 

• 

• • 

.. 

• 

• 

I 

• 



• , 

• 
I 

" t 
I 

I 
i 
1 
I 

• 

III. THE COI.IEGE UNDER KAUFMANN KOHI&R 

• .. 
• 

a 

1 n 

By the year 1903, the College had established a fairly regular 

routine of classes, worship and outside activities for the students: 

• 

During the year, on Sat11rday afternoons, the chapel 
services are conducted by the students of the upper 
classes, the seniors delivering sermons. During the 
fall holidays, the students of the upper collegiate 
departments officiate in communities that have no 
regular rabbis. ·No student can be grad11ated unless 
he submits a thesis which has been approved by the 
faculty.132 

But the College, most of all, needed a new leader. Three years of 

acting-presidency by Moses Mielziner and Gotthard Deutsch kept the 

institution running smoothly, but did not thrust it forward into the 

twentieth century. A new man was needed, someone who would help the 

College define itself and give it the identity it needed in the context 

of a changing world • . To lindertake this great task, the Board of 

Governors t1Jrned to the great theologian and scholar, Kaufmann Kohler. 

Kaufmann Kohler was born May 10, 184; in the Bavarian city of 

Furth.133 At a young age, he came under the tutelage of the great 

orthodox teacher, Samson Raphael Hirscb.134 Through contact with the 
• 

sons of Abraham Geiger, and as a result of his studies at the Univer-

sity of Mtmich, Kohler began to question the orthodox underpinnings of 

his upbringing.135 His doctoral thesis, Der Segen Jacob, employed a 

critical approach to the Genesis account of the Blessing of Jacob, 
• 

concluding from his study of the account that Jacob's Blessing and the 

entire Pentateuch reflected a nprocess of historical evolution.•
136 

• 

The thesis went on to claim that the doctrine of Mosaic authorship of 

• 

• . 
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the law was llno longer tenable.•• 137 Kohler came to see prophecy as an 

evolutionary process, not limited to a single era in Jewish bistory.138 

Most of all, his thesis led Kohler to the conclusion that Judaism mUst 

be a religion suited to the needs of its adherents, nnot one which 

would shackle the minds of men'':l39 

In the name of religion everything that is old and 
traditional is called holy, while all that is new 
is as such condemned, as well as all progress. In 
the name of religion, men are not allowed to think, 
to gain spiritual -independence and maturity. That 
foolish principle has served to transplant crass 
ignorance and pollution to Jewish soil, also; a prin• 
ciple, the harshness of which is felt in its full 
force by him only who, through love of truth and in · 
the service of faith and by a sense of deep 11nion vi th 
Judaism has struggled for freedom of thpught and has 
had to pay for it dearly step by step.140 

. . .. .. ' .., . 

• 

' .. 
' 

Kohler, all his life, was a great defender of Biblical Criticism.141 
• 

• 

This set him in direct opposition to the feelings of Isaac Mayer Wise, 
• . . • • • 

whose aversion to the Higher Criticism we have already examined. But 
' • • • • 

Kohler was sharp in his answer to more conservative thinkers on the 
• . , . • 

question of Mosaic authorship: 

• 
• 

• 

They would rather impute to the sacred writers all 
kinds of deficiencies in logic and gram1uar, in 
oratory and common sense, than allow th~ intact state 

· of the Holy writings to be questioned.142 . · : 

Geiger urged him to go to America.144 And when an invitation came for 

him to take up the leadership of Temple Beth El in Detroit, Michigan, 

Kohler accepted.145 On August 28, 1869, at the age of 26, Kauf'iABnn 

Kohler arrived in America. One year later, he married the daughter . 

of the great reformer David Einhorn, and thereafter came .increasingly 

Wlder Einhorn•s influence.146 • • 

His rabbinate in Detroit was marked by many reforms in the areas 
• • 

. 
• 

• 

• • 

• 
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of ritual and liturgy, guided by the principle which be felt so 

strongly: "A living Judaism implies constant change and adjustment 
. . 4 . 

to the conditions of the time.'' 1 1 Again, in contrast to Wise, Kohler 

accepted Darwin's Theory of Evolution, 148 and felt that it had great 
• 

relevance to Judaism. 

In November of 1871, after two years in Detroit, Kohler accepted 

an invitation to become the rabbi of Temple Sinai in Chicago, which 
• - 149 ' 

was a more radical congregation than Temple Beth El. 
• 

< • . 

In 1874 he introduced Sunday services in addition to the regular 
. . 

Saturday worship.l50 He also went so far as to advocate moving Shabbat 
. 

to Sunday.l5l His radicalism and scholarly brilliance won him the 
• 

respect and admiration of reformers all over the country. Tb11s, eight 
. . !. . 

years after having come to Chicago, and upon the retirement of 
• • 

David Einhorn, Kohler was s\1mmoned to the pulpit of Temple Beth El in 

Nev York. The year was 1879.152 Kohler was now only '6 years old • 
• ... .. . . . 

over the next few years, he continued to advocate Reform as the 
• 

• ' 

answer to the future of Judaism. In the process, he attracted a host 
. 

of critics from the Conservative and Orthodox coramunities. A celebrated 
• • • • • • 

verbal battle with Dr. Alexander Kohut, in 1885, made Kohler's position 
• • 

on reform clear to the entire country. Responding to this conservative 
• • • 

rabbi, who had read reformers out of Judaism, Kohler preached a series 
. . . 

of five sermons imder the title "Backward or Forwardtt •152 In these 
• • ' ' 

talks, which were ultimately published, Kohler spoke of the regressive 
• 

quality of Orthodoxy and the forward-looking natltre of Refo1rm: 
. 

• > 

• • 

Orthodoxy, Kohler remarked, looks backward. ·It does 
not have the courage to stand on its own feet. ''It 
subsists on the merits of 011r forefathers, z'chuth . 
aboth.1

' Reform, on the other hand, looks forward. 

• 
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"Its golden era lies not behind but before us." 
Does Orthodoxy really expect us to believe exactly 
as our ancestors believed? Must we observe all of 
the meaningless practices of the past? Or should 
we not replace them by doctrines that are in keep
ing with the spirit of our age?11 

. Is Judaism to be 
only a sacred mun1my, or a fountain of life.'" These 
are the questions which Judaism bas to answer.15) 

Kohler was blasted by the Jewish press.15~ But he decided to use 

the high-running feelings of Jews all over the country as a catalyst 

to weld all the reformers into a single ideological body. On 

November 1, 1885, after having consulted with Wise and others, Kohler 

issued a call to all American Reform rabb.is to convene in Pittsburgh, 
• 

Pennsylvania, for the conference which would ultimately draft the 

Pittsb\1rgh Plat:form.155 During the days of November 16th and 17th, 

Kohler pushed hard for a con•mon statement of p11rpose and ideology • 
• 

The resulting Platform and the 11nity which it brought to the Reform 

movement are a tribute to the zeal of his efforts.156 
• • 

After a stormy incident with his congregation in 1886, Kohler 
. 

resigned as the rabbi of Beth El. The congregation had slighted him 

by requesting a lect11rer who spoke a better English than did Kohler 
. 

for the newly-instituted Sunday services.157 A few months later the 
• • 

Board, which contained members differing with Kohler, demanded to 
·, 

know what specific positions he intended to take at an upcoming con-

. 158 
ference of rabbis in Cincinnati. Kohler resigned. 

• 

But the Board 

• 

begged him to stay. And he emerged from tbe ·incident with a firm grip 

on the reins of congregational leadership: 

• 

It is to be understood that the .lect·ures at the 
Temple will continue, as heretofore, under my 
supervision, and in the event of any appointment 
of an assistant minister, such a step will come 
under my j11risdiction. As to the. Cincinnati 

• 

• 



convention, the Board of Trustees has decided 
not in any way to interfere with me.159 . 

Kohler went on to champion reforms in many other areas, such. as 

the revitalization of Jewish holidaysl60 and the eq~lity ot women in 
. 

;6 

161 . 
the home and synagogue. In addition, he became an eloquent spokes-

man for the concept of the Mission of Israel in a universal sense and 
• 

an avowed opponent of the political doctrine of Zionism: · 

In view of the concept of the Mission of Israel, 
Kohler felt that no loyal Jew could be a Zionist. 
Zionism, he felt,. is part of the same nationalistic 
spirit which divides the world. True Judaism stands 
for ••a religion broader than sect and for a humanity 
wider than nation.l1 To this concept of the cosmo
politan mission gf the Jew, the Zionist "purposely 
shuts his eye."lb2 

• • • 

•• 

Kohl.er' s great scholarship was recognized in an invitation which 
• 

be received in 1897 from Dr. Gotthard Deutsch of the Hebrew Union 

College, asking him to serve on a committee which would plan a new 
-

reference work called The Jewish En~z~loPe~ia.163 Kohler ultimately 

became the editor of the Philosophy and Theology sections of this 
• • • 

great work. And this, coupled with his Jewish Theola~, 

164 field in the Refol'lD movement. 

made him the 

pre-eminent man in his 
• 

When Moses Mielziner died in 1903, the Board of Governors turned 

to Kaufmann Kobler with an invitation to becon>e the new president of 
I 

• 

the Hebrew Union College. On January 20, 1903, the Board made its 

offer.165 Nine days later Ko~er ~c~epted the posit~o~: 

• • 

• • 

Deeply conscious of the confidence placed in me 
by this choice, I do not hesitate to say that the 
field of activity thereby opened to me would be most 
congenial to my taste, and in harmony with my 
highest aims and aspirations; in fact I would consider 
the opportunity given me to devote al.l lll:f energies to 
the task of educating and equipping yo1mg men tor the 

• • 

• 

• 
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most sacred profession of rabbis and teachers in 
American Israel, as the crowning work of my 1ife.l66 

There were many to whom the selection of Kohler came as a s11r-
• 

prise, for he hardly seemed the man to follow in the tradition of 

Wise. He had been part of the Eastern bloc of rabbis with whom Wise 

had clashed, and who had denied Wise the support he needed in the 

early years of the college.167 He had helped tound the Temple . .. 

Ema.nu-El Preparatory School which Wise had seen as such a danger to 

the growth of HUc.168 We have already mentioned Kohler's differences 

with Wise ou the issues of Darwin's Theory and the Higher Criticism. 

Wise bad even deno1mced Kohler in the Israelite at one time for 

alleged plagiarism.169 When the Board made its decision, therefore, 

it was not without much discussion and debate. David Philipson 

recalled: 

Kohler vas without question the moat learned among 
the Reform rabbis of the country. But there was 
strong opposition to placing him at the head of the 
institution, notably by .the family of Isaac M. Wise. 
They claimed that he had been among the so-called 
Eastern opponents of Wise, headed by his father-in-law, 
Dr. David Einhorn • . When the matter was discussed in 
the meeting of the Board of Governors, I urged strongly 
that the position be offered to Kohler: "let bygones 
be bygones," I said. The only question to be decided 

· was the best man for the position and vi thout doubt · 
Kohler, if not an altogether ideal man for the place, 
was, in scholarship and reputation, the best man avail
able. The majority of the members agreeing with mei 
the position was tendered to this ripe scholar. • • 10 

At the age of 60, then, Ka11fmann Kohler became the second president 
• • • . . . 

of the Hebrew Union College. He took the job with the understanding 
• • I • - .. • I: 

that HUC would stand for certain principles: . 
1 • .. • • ' 

• 

- .. . . . . '"'. • • •• 

'It is mutually understood and agreed that the Hebrew 
Union College, in addition to being a permanent seat 
of Jewish learning in all its branches, shall forever 

• 
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continue to be the exponent of American Reform 
Judaism as taught and expounded by Isaac M. Wise 
and his illustrious co-workers.' Kohler also 
insisted that the Hebrew Union College train Rabbis 
and teachers 'who shall expound the principles of 
American Reform Judaism.•171 

On Sunday, October 18, 1903, Kaufmann Kohler was installed as 

president of HUC. His inauguration must have symbolized to 1oany a 

final healing of the rift between East and West in the Reform move-

ment. Bernhard Bett1nan, president of the Board of Governors, left 

little doubt as to what was expected of Kohler as he greeted him with 
• 

these words: • • • 
• • . - • • 

With Dr. Wise and Mielziner of blessed memory the 
era of construction has passed, and now the period 
of development begins.172 . 

. -

• 

In his formal introduction of Kohler at the Installation Service, 

Bettman said: • 
• 

Dr. Wise died without having made the changes made 
necessary by changed conditions. • • Much, very · 
much, indeed will depend upon you. Into your hands 
the Board of Governors, full of loyalty, confidence · 
and goodwill, herewith places the government of the 
institution dear, very dear, to us for many reasons, 
pledging to you again, in the presence of all these 
witnesses, and before the world, strong, cheerful, 
united support.173 

-
• • : 

• 

Thus, Koh;Ler was charged with the responsibility of bringing the 
• ' • J 

• 

Hebrew Union College into the twentieth century. In his inaugural 
• 

address, Kohler responded to Bettman's challenge: 
• 

Today new conditions have risen and new and higher 
claims are put upon the college. The old generation, 
mostly of foreign birth, with a deep religious feeling 

· ingrained from childhood, with fervent religious needs 
and deeply-rooted religious convictions and customs, 
is fast dwindling away. A new generation, · thoroughly 
American in education, ·culture and tastes, sits in the 
pew waiting for inspiration from the pulpit. It does 

• r 

. . 

' 

• 

• 

I 



' 

not want mere oratory which delights and thrills for 
the momept, but has no lasting effect. • • It wants 
power.174 

• 

The theological school must be the power-house to 
supply pulpit and people with the dynamic force of 
all ruling, all~lectrifying religious truth.175 

A college that does not prepare its disciples for the 
great issues, the stern realities of life, by incul
cating virtue and ennobling that which is best in man, 
sentiment, failg of its purpose, whatever it may do 
for the mind.17 

All the knowledge the future Rabbi acquires must be 
subordinate to the higher task of practical communal 
service which he is expected to asstUDe. He must 
obtain an insight into social economics in order to 

• 

• 

. . 

be an efficient worker for the common good in this 
complex life of ours. Justice is to Judaism more than ' 
love; its work for the poor and needy must be done on 
the principle of righteousness, not charity. The study 
of sociology and the science of charity are as indis
pensable equipments for bim who is to be the spirit11al 
leader of a congregation as are pedagogics and psychology 
and homiletics to him who is to conduct a Sabbath-school 
and occupy a pulpit.177 

• 

This philosophy of the need for a progressive outlook in a 

39 

liberal religious context, combined with an openness to change, was the 

leitmotif of Kohler's administration. And while his lack of adminis-

trative skill and uncompromising positions often embroiled him in con-
• 

troversy, as we shall soon see, he built the college up, both 
• • . 

academically and physically, according to his image of what it should be. 

In the academic realm, it is said of Kohler that he made HUC 11 a · 

German Univers1tt1178 in the scholarly sense of the term. In his first 

report to the Board of Governors, October 27, 190;, he sought to make 

the College a post-graduate institution: 
• 

The College so far as its higher development is con
cerned, must be rendered independent of the University 
and raised to the standing of a post graduate institu-
tion.179 
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The plan was tried, but proved to be less than successfu1.l8o So 

Kohler was content to add a fifth year to the Collegiate Department, 

which gave the students a fuJl year of unimpeded work at the College,181 

free from the pressures of regular college assignments. 

In terms of faculty and curricul1un, Kobler retained Wise's faculty 

and added to it al.owly. Most of the new curricular offerings he taught 

persona.l.ly, such as an introduction to Biblical criticism, Apocryphal 
• 

and Hellenistic literature, and historical and systemaxic Theology. 

And, as time went on, he added courses in Practical Theology, Jewish 
. . 

Ethics and Pedagogics, and Applied Sociology.182 With David Pbi1ipson 

as the power behind the throne,183 Kobler slowly attempted to ha.rlllonize 
• 

Judaism and secular subjects in a sing.le institution.184 He brought 
185 . . . . -

many speakers to the College, and established a policy, theoreti-
• • 

cally at least, of a democratic approach to decisions at the college, 

186 whereby the faculty held great power. As we sha,ll see, this was not 
• 

• • • 

always the case. Bu.t nevertheless, the curricu1um of the Hebrew Union 
• • 

College was expended tremendously during Dr. Kohler's administration. 
, 

Another great mjlestone in the history of the College occurred 
• • 

. 
during Kobl.er's presidency. That was, RB.tnely, the moving of the College 

• 

to its present site on C.li~on Avenue in Cincinnati. In 1905, the 
. 
• • • • • 

Executive Board of the UAHC purchased eighteen acres of land opposite 
• • 

Burnet Woods.187 . Eight years late~, on January 221 19131 the Adminis-
• . . 

• 
• 

• 

tration Building and the Library, which was the gift of Isaac w. Bernhejm 
. . - 188 

of Louisville, Kentucky, were dedicated. Kohler, in his remarks, 
' • 

• . . . " • • 

stressed the importance of a free, libera1 American Reform conm1unity: 
• • . 

•• .. • 
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It was a great fundamenta.l principle accentuated 
by Doctor Wise, when he ma.de American Judaism his 
watchword and battlecry. He onl.y emphasized what 
a.l J the Reform leaders bad in mind, that the Jew 
partakjng in our Occidental civilization as loyal 
a.nd patriotic citizen bas not, nor should he have, 
the feeling of being in dispersion, in Galuth. • • 

• • • .American Judaism has become a liberalizing force 
in Cl.Jr e11tire social and nationa,J, life, and its in
fluence is making itself fefg more and more, even in 
England and Germany to-day. 9 

41 

7 • 

It was a generaJ. characteristic of Kohler, at least in the opinion of 

the writer, never to let an opport1mity pass to aid the growth of the 

College as a cau,.Se as well as a physical presence. Following the 

remarks quoted above, Kohler gave the assembled crowd the specifics 

of how they might help the College even further. A dormitory was re-

quired, chairs in Hellenistic Literatu.re, New Testament Research, 

Sociology and PhiJanthropy, and additional schoJarship funds for 

deserving students.190 He thus implicitly laid out his concept of what 

the College should be: a complex of superb facilities, with a c1irri-

cul.um embracing classical and current, religious a.od secular subjects, 

in an atmosphere where no worthy student ~eed be turned away because of 
• 

lack of f1mds. It was a beautiful. and worthy image, which fowid partial 
• 

fulfi]Jment only a short time later. 

On Jan,ia.ry 20, 1913, two days before the dedication of the first 
. 

two College buiJ.dings, a group of women organized themselves into the 

National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, under the leadership of 
. 

Mrs. Abram Simon. 191 They detennined to make the dor1nj tory of which 
• 

Kohler spoke their first project. Twelve years later, though Kohler 
. . 

was no longer president of the College, he ea.w tbe SisterhoOO. Donttitory 
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dedicated.192 

To Kaufmann Kohler's credit, he stressed the development of a 

fine library for the College. In 1913, when the Bernheim Library was 

ready, so was the young librarian, Adolph s. Oko. It was Oko who, in 

his capacity as librarian from 1907-1938, built the HUC collection 

into one of the world's great Jewish libraries. We will speak of biJJt 

often in this study, for he played a part in many phases of the College's 

history. His report to the Foard of Governors in 1913 told the story 

of the library up until that time. When the College was founded in 

1875, he said, the only books of' consequence were a set of the :Babylonian 

Talmud and a set of Midrash Rabbah. By 1876, the library bad one 

hundred and fifty-four volumes, including a set of Mikraot Gedolot, the 

gif't of Sir Moses Montefiore. By 1925, the library contained over 

68,ooo volumes •193 It will not be 01;ir ajm to catalogue the various 

acquisitions made by the library over the years. Suffice it to say 

that 011r occasional references to its phenomena,] growtb serve as an in-

dication of why the College was able to expand its C\1rricular interests 

with such facility. The College owes a great historical. debt to Oko, 

for his having bad the foresight to make the ·choices which he did on 

bebaJ.f of the 11 brary. • • • • 

• • 

Three f1J1· ther academic ventures originated under Kohler, al 1 under 

the heading of publications. His s,dministration. saw the beginning ot_t 
•. 

the Hebrew Union College Monthly in 1914, the Hebrew Union College Press 

ill l.919
1 

and the Hebrew Union College Annual in l.9()4.
194 The original 

HUCA staff published only one issue.195 But in 1921 HUCA was re-
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vived, 196 a.nd is alive and well today. 

It is clear from the information presented thus tar that the 
. 

Hebrew Union College grew during the administration of Ka.tifmann Kohler. 

It certainly grew academically, raising its standards, expanding its 

curricu11.mi and. supplementing its faculty. It grew physically, with 

the dedication of two new buildings in 1913. And it grew in tern~ of 

a Reform ideology, due to the constant jnsistence of Kohler on a :Reform 

approach to a.Jmost everything. 

But Kohl.er bad his problems, too. He had built his reputation as 

a fighter for that in which he believed. We have seen how at various 

times in his life he adamantly refused to recognize any position other 

than his own. By the time he became president of HUC, Kohler was 6o 

years old. How could he help but feel that he was nsandated by the 

Board to maintain the standards he bad championed for so many years? 

Whether out of conviction or stubborn error, however, Kohler's intran-

sigence cost him points in his relations with the students and the 

faculty. 

Cohon notes that: ''Of American academj c procedure and adm:J nis -

tration he had little fi~st band knowledge."197 That was made : 

eminent1y clear in several stormy incidents which occ1irred during his 

years in office. 

The concept of ''academj c freedoin 11 apparently meant little to 
• 

• 

Koh.le~, especially when a given presentation countered his image of 

what should or should not be tolerated in a rabbinic institution. In 

• 

'' . al ti ,,l98 1904 he asked the Pnard of Governors to per.form a surgic opera on 
• 
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and to fire two faculty members whom, he felt, did not have a proper 

religious spirit. One of those professors, Ephraim Feldman, called 

Kohler ''a stick in the mud'', was fired, then, due to a student re\'olt, 

t . d hi . t. 199 . 0 . . re aine s posi ion. ·n another occasion, Kohler took it upon 

hjmself to dictate the religious habits of the faculty and student 

body. In 1905 he urged the Board of Governors to rule that: 
.. ' 

• • • every teacher and pupil shoul.d attend divine 
services at some house of worship on Sabbaths and 
holidays end at every service at the College chapel.200 

The resolution met strong resistance from both the students and the 

faculty, and apparently was put aside •. 
201 

In another instance, at lea.st on the surface, Kohler appears to 

have bungled bacily in aJ J owj ng a si t,1ation involving Abraham Cronbach' s 

senior class to get totally out of band. The situation was this. A 

professor of Bible gave an \lllusu.sJ examination to the senior class, 

after aJJ of them had supposedly been certified as ready for ordina-

tion. On the basis of this examination, the professor notified a few 

ot the men that the·y could not be ordained during that academi,c year. 

The eight men in the class followed every avenue of protest, complain• 

ing about what seemed to be a grossly un~air state of affairs. After 

receiving no satisfaetion, the class drafted the following letter to 

Kohler: 

) 

• • 

· · Let Dr. Kohler know that unless a.JJ. the members 
of the cl.ass are passed there will be no graduation 

· ~ this year, and that we are prepared to carry the 
case, if necessary, from him to the Boa.rd, from the 
:Board to the Alumni, from the Alumni to the Union, 
and fl•oin the Union to the civil courLs. . -. , • • 

The minutes of the cJass record that eventually Kobler sent a letter 
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to the endangered members of the class which he instructed them to . 

copy and send to the professor. As the note was essenti&lly one 
• 

of apology, the men absolutely refused.202 The incident was u.lti-

mateJ.y ;resolved by the entire cl.ass ta.king extra hours of instruc-

tion from the professor of Bible, rather than the few students whom 

he bad Judged incompetent. The point is that here, where h\nnan 

:feelings were involved, Kohler seems to have 'tleen weak. 

The greatest controversy in Kohl.er' s admj nistration stermaed from 

bis dismissal. of three faculty members on the grounds of insubor-
• 

dination. Dr. Max Margolis, once a Kohler favorite, bad begun to 

publish articles criticizing Kohler's Reform ideology, and Kohler 

himself. Two other professors, Schl.essinger and Malter, sided with 

203 
Margolis. In May of 1906, four students, in a letter to the 

• 

faculty, complained of '' ••• the almost utter lack of' sympathy 
. . 

towares Reform Judaism and the rabbinate on the part of the profes-

sors ''. 204 One of these students later withdrew from the College be-

cause of: ''the opposition'' (en the pa.1·t of these faculty members) 

''to the President and the · ·stration, the insults addressed to 
• 

• 

the students in class and the ungentlemanly aspersions cast upon 
' . ,205 . 

Reform Judaism an.d the Rabbis.' 
• • 

• • • 

Ea.ch of the three professors resigned after an attack by Kohler, 

'' ••• evidently hoping that he would be asked to withdraw it. In · 
• 

' 

each case, however, the J3oard of Governors supported Dr. Kohler and 
• 

accepted .the resignation. 1.2°6 The c~~ ~casioned loud and voci-
• ' ' . 

f erous cries in Zionist circles that the three professors had to 
. , 

: r ~ 

leave because they were pro-Zionist in the face of Kohler's 
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· al t· z· · t tan 207 Thi unequ1voc an i- ionis s ce. s charge was soon debWlked by 

the appointment of Dr. David Netnnark, 

208 
vacated by the rebellious llalter. 

a Zionist, to fill the position 

• • •• 

This appears to be one instance where we cannot fault Kohler 
l 

for his stand. This was a matter of principle to him, as he later 

remarked: • 

• • • it is . in the interest of the College and in 
conf'ozinjty with the promjse made to me by the honored 
President of your Board and yo,1r entire body on 
previous occasions to sustain me in my endeavor to 
make the College stand for the principles of Reform 
Judaism and not for irreligious Zionism or Nationalism 
and Jewisb literature without religion, and to give 
to American Israel rabbis for whom God and Judaism 
are vital truths to which they willingly and eagerly .. 
consecrate their lives, and in which they behold the 
revelation of a,J 1 the great problems of life in our 
age and in aJJ e.ges.20~ 

At this particular point in history, in the midst of an agonizing 

period of Beforin self-definition, where Kohler was searching for a 
. 

unique ideology for HUC, bis decision may have bad merit. His desire 

to create a single point of view at the College should not, however, 

and coW.d not be upheld today. We shall later see how Nelson Glueck 

championed the right of free expression at the College, and created 

a true atmosphere of academic freedom. 

As he grew older, Kobler drifted away from the students and 

the College. He came ta· the college only two afternoons a week, and 

210 
left school administration to Henry Englander. He was not very 

popular with the students, and always remained rather detatched from 

. 211 b them. Dr. Cronbacb recalls tbat as Kohler got older, e was 
212 

t1nable to get to the end of a sentence without wandering endlessly. 
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In 1917 he stood by silently during the terrible ordeal of Gotthard 

Deutsch, when he shouJ.d have exerted his most substantial presiden

tial influence, limited though it was at that time.213 By 1921 the 

Board of Governors, recognizjng the signs of senility manifested by 

Kobler, retired bim at the age of 78.214 A young former graduate 
• 

of the Coll.ege and member of the faculty, Julian Morgenstern, was 

named acting-president. And once again the Boa.rd of Governors began 

a search to find the right man for their tjme. 

The year 1921 was a significant one for the American Jewish 

co11111111nity. The Immigration Act of 1921 made it clear that the flow 

of Jewisil refugees to America was soon to be cut off.215 Ea.stern 

:European Jews and Ashkenazim from Gennany would soon have to blend 
-

together in a uniquely America.n form of J\ldaism which would stress 

progressive thinking coupled with a respect for the value af tra~j

tion. The new president of the Hebrew Union College would have to 

be a man who would understand the new American Jew. But who could 

do tbat? Except, perhaps, a president wbc:> had been born in America 
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IV• THE COJJ.EGE UNDER JULIAN MORGENSTERN 
• 

.· 

1921 - 1947 

' • 
• 

When Kaufmann Kohler retired as president of the College in 1921, 

the Board of Governors found itself with three major candidates for the 
• 

position. The first, William Rosenau, had been a successful rabbi in 

Baltimore, professor at Johns Hopkins University, and was renowned as a 
216 . 

scholar. The second aspirant, David Philipson, was less prolific as 

an academjcian, but had a direct link with College origins as a member 

of the first ordination class of 1883.217 A~er careful consideration, 

however, the Board turned to .the third candidate, a young American-born, 

professor of Bible and graduate of the College, Julian Morgenstern. · 

Morgenstern was born in St. Francisville, IJJ.inois, on March 18, 

1881 
218 . h. bl h 1 d • After receiving is pu ic sc oo e ucation in the Cincinnati 

public school system and his religious school education at Congregation 

Bene Israel in Cincinnati,219 he graduated from the University of 

220 . Cincinnati jn 19()1. The following year, 1902, he was ordained a 

·221 
Rabbi by Moses Mielziner. 

• • 
• • 

• • • • 

• 

After ordination, the 21 year old Morgenstern left for Ge:n1ia.ny to 

fux·ther pursue his studies. First at the University of :Berlin and then 
• 

at the University of Heidelberg, he did post-graduate work in Semitics, 
. . 

222 
culmjnating in his receiving a Ph.D. degree from Heidelberg in 19()4 • . 

Returning to the United States in 1904, Morgenstern became the 

rabbi of Temple Abaveth Achim of Lafayette, Indiana., serving as spiri-

223 
tual leader of that community for three years. . In 1907 he left 

Lafayette to accept a teaching position at the Hebrew Union College in 
• 
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the field of BiblicaJ. and Semitic languages under Ka-.....u .......... ~ Kohler. 224 

Fourteen years of systematic and thorough teaching225 gained 
• 

Morgenstern great esteem in many ql.1arters for his scholarly and 

pedagogic ability. He was virtl1aJ.ly worshipped by bis students, who 

used to walk him home each night.
226 

Morgenstern, however, was by no 

means a "soft-touch'' as a. teacher. His coi1rse on Deuteronomy was nick

named ''Morgy's Morgue'', a description of its difficult nat\1re. 227 But 

his pupils respected h)m for his knowledge and standards. 

When the time crune to select a new president for the Hebrew Union 

College, Morgenstern emerged as one of the candidates. Philipson a.nd 

Rosenau had the backing of the older alumni. 228 But Morgenst~rn com

manded the loyalties of the faculty and younger graduates of HUc.229 

In addition, he had some very jmportant q,~.Jities which must have made 

him very attractive to the Board. Morgenstern was yo1mg, barely 40 
. 

years old, in contrast to every one of his predecessors and his com-

petition at that particular time. Second, Morgenstern was American-born. 

This would sit well with Jews who wanted a distinctively American atmos-

phere at the College. His schoJarly attairunents and his status as a 

gradu.a.te of the institution rowided out 

president for a newly emerging American 

a picture of an ideal College 

230 p ·11 Jewish community. hi pson 

and Rosenau proved to be powerful opponents, so that tbe first vote 

results.231 As a taken by the Board of Governors yielded inconclusive 

compromise me~sure, therefore, Morgenstern was named acting-president 

in November of 1921.232 During the following year, he consolidated 

his position,233 and was finaJly eleeted president in November of . 

234 
1922. • 
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The College at last had an American-born alumnus as its leader. 

Morgenstern understood that the future would bring unique challenges, 

chaJJenges that he was prepared to meet: 

The ideal which actuated him during his presidency 
was the development through the Hebrew Union College 
of ''a positive, creative American Judaism.'' The 
visioa of Dr. Wise - he testifies - was ever before b)m 
as he planned and worked for a greater a.nd more 
efficiently organized College that would be staffed by 
teachers: 

• 

• • .predominantly of its own alumni, thoroughly versed 
in Jewish knowledge and trained in the techniques of 
scholarship and of teaching and with a sound under
standing of the American Jewish scene, its trends, its 
needs and its proper goals; a College which would 
steadily expand its services to and enlarge its 
influence in American and World Israel, and which would 
become one of the outstanding semjna.ries and centers of 
Jewish research and creative scholarship in all the 
world.235 

Dr. Morgenstern was dedicated to the proposition that the Hebrew 

Union College was to become a first-rank post-graduate institution. 

And it was to that end that he devoted bis admjnistration. 

Now, an institution becomes first rate in a variety of ways. 

One essential element in quaJity education is good facilities for in-

struction, recreation and study. This need found fulfiJJment early 

in Dr. Morgenstern's presidency. In 1924, Mrs. J. Walter Freiberg 

presented a gymnasi1DD to the College in memory of her husba.nd, who 

50 

had served both the College and the Union of American Hebrew Congrega

tions throughout his life.236 The next year, 1925, on January 18th, 

the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods dedicated the beautiful 

Sisterhood Donnjtory. 237 Th.is was an even more remarkable event in 

light of the fact that the NFTS had come into existence only twelve 

years prior to this great effort on behalf of, and contribution to, 
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the College : , 

• 
After the invocation was pronounced by Professor 
Abraham Cronbach of the faculty of the college 
the bujlding was turned over to Mr. · Charles Sh~hl 
the President of the Union of American Hebrew Con~ 
gregations by Mrs. J. Walter Freiberg the President 
of the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. 
Mr. Sbohl in ti.1rn handed over the bt1i lding to the . 
Board of Governors through their representative 
Mr. Alfred M. Cohen, the President. Mrs. Abram Simon 
spoke beautifully for the donors and Dr. Nathan Krass 
of New York delivered an eloquent dedication address. 
Mrs. Joseph Wiesenfield spoke briefly and Mr. Julian 
FeibeJman, the President of the student body, ex- . 
pressed the appreciation of the students. The 
interesting exercises closed with the benediction which 
was pronounced by Dr. David Philipson. 

The exercises were held in the fine gymnasium which 
was presented

2
tg the college in 1924 by Mrs. J. _walter 

Freiberg. • • 3 . 

• 

• 

Surprisingly enough, the dedication ceremonies seem to have excluded 
• 

Dr. Morgenstern, if we take this account to be accurate. 

• 

In any event, the facilities were certainly used to best advantage, 
• 

especially the gymnasium. By 1926, an infonna.tion booklet about the 
• 

College was able to proudly announce that HUC had ''. • • one of the best 

ba.sketbaJ J teams in Southern Ohio. • • ••
2

39· 
• • • 

• The year 1931 saw the completion of the last "Morgenstern" faci-
•• 

lity, a new library.240 Adolph s. Oko, the College librarian whom we 

have al.ready met, 

241 
the College • '' 

spearheaded the effort with the help of "friends of 
. 

The new library represented the last ljnk in the 
• 

restructltred . physi~al plant of HUC. The College now boasted superb . ' .. 
• • 

facilities for living and study, school administration, teaching, 

research and recreatioD.. Its proper growth in terms of a physical pre-
• • . 

• )' ' . 
sence was assured. 
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I • • 
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A quality academic institution, however, must also have a budget 
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and some degree of financial autonomy if growth is to proceed without 

undue restraint. Thus, financial considerations played a major role 

in Morgenstern's early presidency. Until 1926, the College had been 

incorporated as a paI·t of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations.242 

This le~ HUC unable to obtain private donations. In other words, any 

monies the College received had to funnel through the UAHC, since the 

11 '' t ,,243 Co ege was a departmen of the UAHC. This was hardly a healthy 

situation for an academic institution, which had tremendous growth in 

its futt1re pJ.a.ns. Thus, in 1926, the College was chartered separately 

244 
under Ohio State Law, gaining, in the process, a significant degree 

of financial independence. That having been accomplished, the :Board of 

Governors set out to raise funds specificaJJy for the College in a 

capital fund drive. Adolph S. Ochs, the son-in-law of Isaac Mayer Wise, 
• 

accepted the cbainna.nship of a Five Million Dollar Fund campaign, which 

ultimately raised some $3,200,000.245 This was a fantastic sum in the 
. 

1920 's, but there was one sma 1 J ''catch" to the pJ an. 

Julius Rosenwald, great Jewish philanthropist, bead of Sears, 

Roebuck and Company, sponsor of thousands of school buildings for Blacks 

in the South,246 became intimately involved with the College's fund-

247 
raising campaign. In 1918 he had given $500,000 to HUC. Now in 

. 

1926, he became a c~-pa.rtner vith Adolph Ochs jn securing additional 

capital funds. When it came to charity, however, Mr. Rosenwald had 
. 

very strong feelings a.bout how the money was to be spent. He felt that 

every generation should raise its own funds,
248 

and therefore: 

Always Mr. Rosenwald insisted that the money he gave 
be spent within roughly twenty-five years, because he 

l 

• 

' 

" 

' 



felt that he knew what was needed for his own time 
but not for the distant future. Later generations 
would know4their own needs, and would have to provide 
for them.2 9 

53 

The money which Rosenwald gave to or raised for the College, there· 

fore, legally had to be utilized, at least $90,000 each year. This 

resulted in a tragi-comic situation during the Depression, for the 

College had to spend, or put into reserve, which was also done, what 

were then exhorbitant sums of money, when it might well have al.lowed 

the principal to grow and secID-ed the future.
250 

But the capital fund 

drive did give HUC a measure of financial security, freeing Dr. 

Morgenstern to concentrate on the development of academics rather than 

the raising of f\1nds. 

Early in the Morgenstern administration, in 1922, an event 

occurred which bad great significance in the history of the Hebrew 

Union College. The Jewish Institute of Religion, a second Reform rab-

binical institution, was founded in New York. The builder of JIR, 

ironically enough, was also a man named Wise, Stephen S. Wise: 
• 

It was inevitable that he could be satisfied with 
neither the anti-Zionism of Hebrew Union College 
nor the non-Zionism and general conservatism of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. He therefore proceeded 
to found a new rabbinical school in New York. 251 

Wise, in describing the origins of his school, put it this way: 

We could not be unaware of the truth that schools of 
honorable and distinguished record for service ob
tained in New York and Cincinnati. Both alike seemed 
to us corranitted to an uncatholic sectarianism, which 
in both cases seemed survival of yesterday rather 
than prophecy of tomorrow. Wherefore, the found~ng 
of the Jewish Institute of Religion, in a community 
that was itself a Jewish cosmos. 

. . 



• 

~ thi~ spirit, ~thout criticism of, or competi
tion with, the Cincinnati college or the New York 
semj.nary, the institute began its work in September 
1922.252 , , 

If Stephen Wise was, at least outwar<.Uy, cordial to the College 

end the Semjnary, e~-president Kaufmann Kohler did not reciprocate. 

He felt that the New York campus -would hurt the level of Jewish 

scholarship in the rabbinate, and said so without mincing words: 

• 

All the more deplorable is the attempt made in 
certain qtte.rters today to split the power, the 
unity and the authority of the Hebrew Union College, 
by the proposed creation of a Jewish Institute of 
Religion, which would be just colorless and non
descript enough to suit certain classes of men in a 
Free Synagogue, or of a Hochschule of the t1niversity 
type, which would be so broad and all-inclusive as 
to give equal place to all religious realms and shades 
of thought, and whose professors should represent all 

possible views, however, diametrically opposed to each 
other. And out of such an institution or Hochschule, 
Rabbis, preachers and teachers are to emanate who are to 
mould character and inspire reverence ,for God and 
things godly. c5 3 · · 

Miss Dora Aa.ronsohn recalls that, when JIR was founded, most people 

at HUC brushed it off as a ''secondary'' school, with little thought 

of rivalry.254 A short 28 years later, this same JIR would merge 
• 

with the Hebrew Union College under the presidency of Dr. Nelson 

Glueck. There is little evidence, if any, that any individual at 

HUC even considered the possibility of such an occurrence in 1922. 
' ' 

• 

Meanwhile, the Hebrew Union College, with good facilities .and 
• 

54 

-

ample funds, bega.n to realize some of the goals in the academi c realm 
• • 

which Julian Morgenstern had envisioned. • 

The faculty was a major focus of attention. We have seen that 
' 

Morge~stern felt that faculty should come from the ranks of the 

' 

• • 

• • 

• 

• 
I 
I 

• 
' 
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alumni. In pursuit of that objective, he appointed men such as 

Israel Bettan (Midrash and Homiletics), Abraham Cronbach (Social 

Studies) and Samuel S. Cohan (Theology) to fill faculty vacancies.255 
. 

other graduates were encouraged to increase their academic knowledge 

through post-graduate study. Then they, too, found positions wait-
. 

ing for them. Drs. Nelson Glueck and Sheldon Blank fell into this 

category.
256 

Not that aJl faculty places went to HUC graduates. By 

no means. Where they were best qualified, European trained men were 

welcomed, a prime example being the great musicologist Zevi 

Idelsohn.
257 

But preference was shown to alumni. Of that there can 
• 

be no doubt. 

Dr. Samuel S. Cohan reca.J.Jed another source of HUC faculty: 

With the impending destruction of European Jewry, 
in the years preceding the second World War, the 
Hebrew Union College recognized its obligation to 
rescue at least a portion of Europe's Jewish scholars. 
In conjunction with the Dropsie College for Hebrew 
and Cognate ·Learning, the Jewish Institute of Religion 
and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, the 
Hebrew Union College established a research professor
ship for Dr. Ismar Elbogen (1938-1943). Single
handedly, the Hebrew Union College brought over eleven 
additional refugee scholars an4 afforded them the means 
of continuing th3ir scientific studies in the quiet of 
the New World. 25 

Among the eleven were numbered Dr. Samuel Atlas, now a faculty member 

at the New York campus of HUC, Dr. Alexander Guttmann, now professor 
• 

of Talmud at the Cincinnati school, and Dr. Abraham Heschel, who now 

teaches at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York. 259 

We should specia,J J y note that Dr. Abraham N. Franzblau joined 

• 

' 

' 

' . 

• 
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Early in Morgenstern's administration, in 1923, the New York born 

Franzblau, who had a Ph.D. in Education,261 became the Director of a . 

newly formed Hebrew Union College School for Teachers in New York, 
. 

organized jointly by the Board of Governors of HUC and the New York 

Association of Reform Rabbis.262 
Organized as independent from, but 

supervised by, the Board of HUC, the school sought to train teachers 

for religious schools through a two-year curriculum of study.263 With 
. . 

Franzblau at the head, the school lasted until 1932, when it was closed 

due to financial difficulties. Just prior to the closing, Franzblau . 

joined the faculty of HUC in Cincinnati. 264 Fi~een years later, when 

the funds were once again available, The Hebrew Union College School of 

Religious Education opened in New York - under the direction of Dr. 

Abraham Fra.nzblau. 265 

Julian Morgenstern's faculty reflected Anierican scholarship and 
• 

E11ropean brilliance, the influence of the New World, and the tradition 

of a.n Old World in f] runes. But the dedication to academic excellence 

of the men he selected was uniform. And upon that firm base, he pro-

ceeded to carve out new vistas in curricular offerings • 
• • 

One curricular question which arose early was whether or not women 

should be ordained. A woman had been in the very first class at the 

College, as we have already seen. But she stayed for only two years. 
. . 

. 

What about women who were willing to put forth the required effort and 
• • • 

who were able to complete the rabbinic school work load? The question 
• • 

arose in 1921, when Martha Neumark, daughter of Dr. Neuma.rk of the 

.p 1 t d h B H L requirements and indicated that she ~aculty, comp e e er ·• • • 
• 
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intended to become a rabbi.266 The · Board of Governors put the question 
. 

to a faculty committee, who reported that ... they could not approve of such 

an action: • 

" 

• 

It is contrary to aJ J Jewish tradition and Jewish : 
relig~ous teachin? to have womeg_perf orm the 
functions of Rabbis in Israel.~ r-

. 

• • .because ~f practical considerations your committee 
is of the opinion that the admission of women to the 
Hebrew Union College, with the aim of becoming rabbis 
shall not be encouraged.268 1 

• 

Dr. Neumark plead.ed his daughter's case on the grounds that: 

The Orthodox will not object to the ordiRation of 
women6rabbis more than they do to our ordination of 
men.2 9 

• 

• • • • 

The issue stirred up a great debate in the CCAR, as David Philipson 

recalled: 
• 

In 1923 by a large majority vote the Central. Con
ference of American Rabbis declar~d in favor of this 
proposal (to aJlow women to be rabbis) but the &>a.rd 
of Governors of the institution ref'used to give their 
sanction. But some governing body in the future and 
in a] l. likelihood in a future not far away may reverse this 
decision and women will be graduated from the Hebrew 
Union College and serve as spiritual. guides of. congre
gations.270 

In 1924, Morgenstern reinforced the prospect of women in the rabbinate: 

• .. 

• • 7 

Partictuarly in the religious emancipation of woman 
has Reform Judaism gone very far. It has accorded 

, - to her ft1J J equaJ ity and privilege in the discharge of 
religious obligations and the rendering of religious 
service. And faithfully and richly is the Jewish woman · 
repaying this act of justice and this confidence in her. 
But one privilege has been withheld, that of spiritual 
ministry and religious leadership and f"~uestionably 

· · ... in time that too must be accorded her. 
• 

Martha Neumark was not ordained. But on June 3, 1972, aJmost 50 years 

after the initial controversy, Sa,lJy Priesand will, God willing, ascend 
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the bimah at Plum Street Temple and be ordained a Rabbi in Israel. 

This short digression has taken us away from our major area of interest 

in this section, that of curricultun reform. To that we now return • 
. 

Dr. Morgenstern felt that HUC must have standards and curriculum 

befitting a post-graduate institution. In 1923 he succeeded where 

Kaufmann Kohler had failed, in raising the requj.rements for adm1ssion: 

••• the new ruling adopted two years ago .that only 
high school graduates are eligible for admission 
into the preparatory department. As a result only . 
college or university graduates who have their 
mornings free are or will be shortly students in the 
collegiate department and the collegiate department 
will be a post-graduate institution.272 

With the College now on a post-graduate level, Morgenstern pro-

ceeded to make the school a six-year rabbinic institution. Two years 

of instruction led to the Bachelor of Hebrew Letters Degree, with the 

Master of Hebrew Letters being awarded, based on a comprehensive 

examination, e.t the end of the 6th year, before ordination.
273 

Samuel s. Cohon recaJJed: 

Instruction was arranged on a credit basis, enabling 
students more readily to advance in their work accord
ing to their abilities. Numerous advanced courses, 
both scientific and practical, were added in a.11 . 

departments, permitting of a wider scope of se1~7~io~ 
of studies for undergradt1ate and graduate work. 

New courses offered fell into the areas of education, social studies, 

psychology and music, along vith a variety of new courses in classical. 

text reaJms.275 By 1926 the amount of growth that had occurred was 

graphically displayed in a chart comparing HUC in 1921 with the current 

situation: 
' ' 

... . 

. , 

', ' ' 
' . • . . 

• 

I • ' ' . ~ 
l 
q 

. l 

~ 
' ~ 
< I 
I J 
• 

• 

I J 

• 

' ii . 



59 

1221 1926 

Buildings • 2 

Departments l 

Members of Faculties 12 

Students 66 

• 

Courses of Instruction 58 

Hours of Instruction per week 113 

4 

3 

24 • 

. 

506 (Including students at 
the School of Education 
in New York)276 

ll8 

278 . 
• 

• 

The new direction in academic standards set forward by Morgenstern 

manifested itself in other areas besides requirements for admi.ssion and 

expanded curriculum. The vision extended also into the areas of scho-

larly publications and post-ordination study opportunities. In 1921, 

reviving a publication that had died after only one issue during 

Kaufmann Kohler's presidency, Dr. Morgenstern gave new life to the Hebrew 

Union College Annual , or HUCA as it is usual J y ca J.J ed. The HUCA con-
. 

tinues today as a rich source of material on matters of Jewish scholarly 

interest.277 The Hebrew Union College Press, which Kaufmann Kohler had 

started, continued to function as a publication vehicle for faculty books 

and related works.278 An interesting Summer Institute program was 

initiated in Dr. Morgenstern's presidency, so that graduates of HUC and 
• 

of other semjnaries might pursue specific academic interests under the 

279 
guidance of the faculty of the College. Morgenstern also took steps 

to cement a solid relationship with the University of Cincinnati which 

28o 
was to pay rich dividends in later years. 

Julian Morgenstern recognized the importance of Jews reaching. out 
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to other faiths in the interests of understanding and scholarly exchange 

of ideas •. · To that end he initiated several new programs which were to 

have tremendous impact on the College: 

Dr. Morgenstern initiated the first exchange lecture
ships with several Christian institutions of learning. 
Members of the Hebrew Union College faculty deliver 
lectures on phases of Judaism at these institutions. 
Representative scholars of the latter lecture at the 
Hebrew Union College on aspects of Christianity. Such 
an exchange relationship was maintained with Garrett 
Biblical Institute, Union Theological Semjnary end the 
Divinity Schools of Chicago, Duke and Yale Univer
sities. It bas done much to advance understanding and 
fellowship in the religious camps of ·our country. Of 
sim)lar character was Dr. Morgenstern's establishment 
of co-operative relations with the American Oriental 
Society an~ the Society for Biblical Literature and 
Exegesis.2 1 . . 

This broadening of College perspective was not achieved without some · 

reservations on the part of the Board • . Morgenstern, in 1922, wrote a 

letter of response to Adolph s. Ochs in which he said, among other 

things, that '' ••• non-Jewish students have always been admitted to 

~~ . the Hebrew Union College.' . His arguments must have been convincing. 

For he laid the groundwork for the i nnnensely successful Christian · 

Fellows program which was brought to fruition in the presidency of 

• 
• 

Dr. Nelson Glueck. • 

Thus, the College under Julian Morgenstern grew in many ways. 

Facilities were improved. The College gained legal autonomy and a 

degree of financial independence as a result of the tund·raising drive 

initiated in 1926. The fa~ulty was expanded, both in numbers and view-
• 

. · . d Eur.opean men fiJ Jing vacancies as they arose. 
point, with Americe.n -an . 

Al,~_ 4 th faculty in greater and greater numbers, 
·~uu..a.. began to appear on e 

b 
. . di tincti vel:y HUC • taught Reform approach. 
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Scholars saved from the Holocaust infused the school with the briJJiance 

of the Talmudic academies of Europe, while other men brought new areas 

of contemporary interest to the students. HUC reached out, if' only 

briefly, to the great metropolis of New York with the School for Teachers 

which closed in 1931. Opening again, it foreshadowed the perma.nent link 

between tbe two great centers which was soon to be consmnmated. Hebrew 

Union College, under Morgenstern, became a post-graduate institution,: -

with higher standards, broadened curriculum, fine scholarly publications, 

post-ordination programs and a free exchange of ideas with non-Jewish 

conununi ties and seminaries aJ l over the United States. • 

Another of Morgenstern•s strong points was his ability to live with 

the controversial opinions of his faculty, with which he often personally 

disagreed. He defended Abraham Cronbach's right to pacifistic views in 

the heat of harsh criticism during World War II. He did not agi:ee with 

Cronbach, but he backed him, thus avoiding what might have turned into a 

283 
vicious sitliation similar to the 1917 ordeal. of Gotthe.1--d Deutsch. 

Morgenstern also disagreed with many of Abraham Franzblau's views on 

education, which he considered too progressive. In spite of that, he 

stood behind Franzblau and enabled him to do his work.
284 

More signi:fi-

v bl an avid anti-Zionist.
285 

But he did cantly, Morgenster11, like .n.O er, was 

not allow ideology to stand in the way of learning: 

Dr Morgenstern's administration was marked by 
eo~ lete absence of ideological tensions. With free
domp of thought and interpretation for both students 
and rofessors, Zionists and non-Zionis~s, cons7rva286 
tive~ and reformers were able to work side by side. 

This attitude on Morgenstern's part probably enabled the College to 

any building addition or curriculum change. 
flourish and grow as much as 
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A spirit of free inquiry prevailed at the Hebrew Union College. 

But whereas Morgenstern had his strengths, he also had his 
. . 

problems. And these, too, affected the growth of HUC. • 

First of all, Morgenstern could exert very little control over the 

Eoard of Governors. Dr. Jacob Marcus recaJ]ed that William Rosenau and 

David Philipson bad much more power than did the president.287 

Morgenstern rarely offered a promotion on his own without consulting the 

two older men. And some faculty members approached Rosenau and Philipson 

rather than Morgenstern when requesting a promotion, knowing that the 

288 president would accede to their wishes. The Board's power was clearly 
. 

evidenced when, in 1924, they suppressed ''A Pledge for Jewish Pacifists'' 

certificate which Abraham Cronbach hoped to publish and circulate.289 

We know how Morgenstern respected ideological differe.nces. Thus, the 

only conclusion we can draw is that he was overruled by the Board, and 

capit11Jated to their decision. 

Dr. Morgenstern was reluctant to delegate the authority he did 
• 

possess. Always a bard worker, be seemed to jealously guard the per-

sonal duties of a college president: • 

Morgenstern is a man who can drudge• He can plug 
away at a thing.290 

• 

Dora Aaronsohn remembered that Morgenstern did everything hi.mself, 

personally writing every citation and the like. It was not, she adds, 

until Nelson Glueck became president that there was any real adminis-

tration at HUc.291 
292 n who spoke his mj nd. This caused 

~iorgenstern was known as a ma . 

d i g his first year as president. At the 
him some grief, especially ur n 

first ordination which he conducted as president, each man, upon 
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ascending the bimab, was given a thorough bawling out for his per-

l . d . 293 
sona ina equacies. Needl.ess to say, this was not a most auspi-

cious beginning for a new president. His reputation as an autocrat 

subsided as years went by,294 but his abruptness me.de him many enemies 

over the years.295 

The President proved to be short-sighted on a number of other 

issues. He refused to recognize the great significance of the Ea.st 

:European masses who came to these shores during his a.d:ministration.296 
. 

When the Joint Distribution Committee and Judah Leon Magnes asked for 

frmds to help Jews in need, Morgenstern made caustic remarks about 

Magnes and ignored him.
297 Another failure was Morgenstern's inability 

to replenish the f1mds which had flowed so freely from the coffers of 

the College d\1ring his administration. 298 There were reasons for this 

neglect which help to mitigate the error. For one thing, Morgenstern 

had no social status. He cmne from a hwnble fam:lly a.nd thus bad no 

entry into the monied class which might have provided funa.s. 299 The 

world situation also prevented a concerted fund drive. During the 

Depression, fund raising was impossible. Once the Depression bad ended 

and the war began, every bit of Jewish fund raising was directed at 

Eur brothers ~or the College to have set out saving the lives of opean · • ~, 

on a campaign at this tjme wouJ.d have drawn the ire and indignation of 

. . 300 
a great portion of the American Jewish commwiity. Thus, as the 

. 

Ochs-Rosenwald funds were slowly dissipated, Morgenstern, who had. missed 

his chance .from 1922 _ 1929, bad to watch them go, perhaps unaware of 

the financial crisis which would grip the College as a result of his 

inaction. 
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The students often made fun of Dr. Morgenstern. He was not 

blessed with a rieh speaking voice, and had a very deliberate enun

ciation which lent itself to imitation. The annua,J. Purim play often 

sav him mocked by the students, especiaJJy the whisper which be 

employed to indicate change of pace.301 

Regardless of his idiosyncracies, however, Morgenstern continued 

to build up the College through the end of his presidency, redefining 

the College in accordance with his philosophy of Reform: 

(Ref onn is). • • the acceptance of both Jude.ism and · 
the world, the co-ord:lna.tion end harmonization of 
the two, the determination to live in the vorld as 
Jews, and to again make Judaism a world religion, as 
its founders, the g!'eat prophets of Israel, bad conceived 
and proclajmed it.jOa , 

His blindness to the j mport of the East European i11unigra.nts may have 

been occasioned by bis view of them as obstacles to the growth of 

Reform. The Union Prayer Book, Haggadab1 H:tinnal and Minister's Hand-

book, uniformly employed by all Jews 1 were seen by Morgenstern as tools 

of unity, stalled by the presence of the :innnigrants.
303 

And he there

fore caJJed on the next generation to push on where his bad faltered: 

Let the next runner ~e the~tick from our hand 
and carry it on to victory.3 

• • 

• 

Victory meant many things to the president. Part; of being vie• 
• • 

torious . obviously meant the safe and secure pursuit 0f knowledge vi.th 
• 

.. .. ' 

freedom from fear, as evidenced By Morgenstern's cbampionlng the , . 
• 

Pe.rt of being victorious meant • • 

cause of the eleven refUgee scholars. •• 

. hi h Tews could only have in a bac'!llonious relation-
the peace of mind w c u' 

~ · ' 
11
nity The presence of Christian scholars 

ship with the Christian conmr- • . 

Conviction ot Dr. Morgenstern, as did his firm 
at HUC demonstrated this 
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response to the a.nti-semitism o~ Father Charles Couglin in 1938 _ 

1939·305 • 

Victory also meant a close, he.rinonious relationship with the 

UAHC. At the 65th Anniversary celebration of the Union, Morgenstern 

said: • 

Today, after 65 years, and even though the college 
has been separately chartered, under the laws of the 
State of Ohio, it stil.1 recognizes the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations as its parent body and 
the Union., by charter provision, exercises the , 
privilege of appointing nineteen of the thirty-one 
members of the :Board of Governors of the College. 
Still today, therefore, in every way the College is 
the child of the Union. And today, it participates 
gladly and eagerly in the celebration of the 
sixty-fifth anniversary of itg parent and salutes it 
loyal.ly upon this occasion.30 

• 

Fut11re years brought a recognition of the tremendous importance 

of the American Jewish conm1uni ty in a world stri::pped of miJ l j ons of 

Jews. The year 1942 saw the first required course in American Jewish 
. . ~7 . 

History, which was taught by Dr. Jacob Rader Marcus. Interestingly 

enough, Dr. Marcus had been a specialist in European History until 
. 

that year.JOB But, setting over twenty years of intensive study aside, 
.. 

he plunged into American Jewish history with a zeal that made him the 
• 

''Father'' of that branch of Jewish scholarship. 

Three years later, in 1945, the Hebr~ Union College marked its 
• • 

. . 309 . 310 
7oth Anniversary. Various publications,· plays and ~istories 

. . 

marked the festivities. It was also a time for a restatement of pur-
• I 

pose. Morgenstern, in addressing the students of the College at Open-

• • 

ing Day Ceremonies, said: · · --

. the training of Rabbis, teachers and other 
In 8 wa~ 1 ligious leaders is merely incidental 
professiona_ re 
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t~ th7 larger service, the scholarly, authorita- . 
tive interpretation of Judaism as a hi t . 
stantl f ld · · s oric, con-

y 11~ 0 i.ng and expanding religion. The 
Hebre~ Union College is the fountain-bead of Judaism 
of' this modern type. It is today the only rabbinical. 
~emina.ry in the entire world which has committed 
itself' unq~Jifiedly to a systematic formulation and 
interpretation of this progressive Judaism.311 

• 

66 

Morgenstern continued: 

And aJ~ '7ho, a~er a period of study and intellectual 
and spiritual discipline, are here ordained as Rabbis 
go forth not merely as congregational. ministrants ' 
with a bewildering variety of pulpit, :pastoral. and 
cormnunal duties, but also a.nd even more, infinitely 
more, as spokesn1en of the living God ••• 312 

The president also used this occasion to restate his opposition to 

Zionism: 
• 

This precise determination of our specific task 
enables us to clarify our problem and to define issues. 
It tells us, first of aJJ, that Palestine and Jewish 
fortune and destiny there, no matter how this may 
captivate our imagina.tion, stir our emotions and enlist 
our enthusiasms and energies, can be with us as American 
Jews only a secondary issue, corro1ia.nd only a secondary 
loyalty and impose only a secondary obligation, even 
upon the most ardent Jewish nationalist, who, at the 
same tjme, proudly regards himself as an J\merican.313 

Then, a~er having held up America as a bright hope for the future of 

Judaism, Morgenstern concluded his address with the thought that: 

•• · • this is still the major task of the Hebrew Union 
College, to train learned, consecrated, aspiring 
leaders of American Progressive Judaism and World Pro-
gressive Judaism, who may interpret.Juda~sm with.high 
and uncba.J.J.engable authority as a historic religion, 

• 

• 

• 

a world-religion of truth and progress, which keeps . 
constantly abreast of life's advance 33i4moves steadily 
onward and onward through history. • • 

AD.other address by Morgenstern in 1945 rejected the Reconstruc

tionist movement as divisive and counter-productive to the development 
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• 

• 

of a uniquely American Judaism. Reconstructionism, he indicated, was 

welcome as a part of Reform. But, in Morgenstern's 

also had to be ready to withstand Reconstructionist 

Jewish unity it proposed: 

opinion, Reforn1 

challenges to the 

We must realize too that 1 . . ~ ' as n this new era life 
changes in Ame:ica, and religion must change and 
progress with it, so correspondingly Jevish life 
must change and the form and exnression of ~,.a · ~ th . t R ·r . "~-aJ sm 
wi 7 • e:orm Judaism dare not stand stj,J l and seek 
to abide.by its ancient positions and traditions and 
res~ on its f~nn7r glories, lest it become old and 
se~le, .forfeit its proud position of authority and 
resign its leadership in the upbuilding of the 
eventual American Judaism to those who would in the 

• 

end destroy it through their reactionary nationalistic, 
un-American policies and program.315 ' 

Unity in Judaism would come with Reform, he said, but slowly: ·~ 

American Judaism will evolve slowly and surely. 
growth may not be forced, lest something of its 
potential strength and beauty be lost.31-6 

Its 

The 70th Anniversary also resulted in plans .for expansion of the 

College in many areas. Rabbi Samuel Wohl, of Isaac Mayer Wise Temple 
• 

in Cincinnati, presented the Boa.rd of Governors 'With a set of plans 
• 

calling for a Hebrew Union College Graduate School, Graduate Fellow

ships in Community Service and Graduate Fellowships for Ministers.3
1
7 

• 

Rabbi Wohl sa.v the Graduate School as a training ground for students 

who would eventually fill cbairs in Jewish studies at major Wliver• 
• • 

• 

sities. The fellowships in Comm:unity Service e,jmed to give a broader 

Jewish cultural base to individuals who had chosen the co1mnunaJ ser-
. 

Vice fiel.d as their life's wark. · Finally, Wohl suggested that top 
. : :t • • 

Christian ministers from first-rank Divinity and Theological Schools 
• 

. 

be invited to study Judaism at HUC, obviously resulting in a greater 

understanding of 

. 

. b these men as they followed their profes-
Judaism Y 
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siona.J 318 
careers. These were bold plans, all or which f'ound great 

• 

fulfillment in years to come during the presidency of Nelson Glueck. 

In 1946, the HUC School of' Religious F.ducation opened in 

New York under the leadership of Abra.ham FranzbJ.au.319 And it 

appeared as though the College was about to enter a bright new era, 

at least outwardly. Those close to the scene, however, were aware of 

the great inner problems which the College now faced. 

For one, the u.nreplenished Endowment Fund was running out. A 

carefuJ. reading of one of the 7oth Anniversary doctunents showed just 

how serious the situation was; 
I 

There has been a steady decrease of the endowment 
fund, due to the annual spending of at least $90,000 
of it, as required by Mr. Rosenw.ld, and to the 
shrinkage of security values. . 

• 

Because of rising costs, the time has coine.when the 
College will have to spend the maximum of ~50,000 . 
a year instead of $90,000 out of the endowment . 
gathered under the Rosenwald.stipulations, :ven with 
the practice of the most rigid economy. This means, 
88 statisticians have figured, that unless the College 
can develop new sources of support and general ma.in-

20 tenance, the ft1nd will be exhausted in seven yea.rs• 3 

• 

• 

, 
• • 
. 

• . 
I 

• 

A second great dilern1oa for the College was its proper role as 

a rabbinic institution in light of the Holocaust in Europe. • • 

CrystaJJ.ized the problem for the Board of GoverDr. Morgenstern bad 

nors: 

. . , 

• 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

. ·nd ViOU that through the force I t ce again remi ., ' 
mus on . tance the College bas become, 

of historical ?irc:;s ee than ever before, one of the 
in a more precise . ~ seminaries of the world. 
outstanding rabbinic bbinical seminaries and yeshibot 
Undoubtedly all the .r:inent have been closed by the 
upon the European.;o:tudents and faculties have been 
Axis powers. Tbe1 d America has become, of 
slaughtered .or disperse• • • . . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 
' . 
1 I 

• 

• 

. 
• • 

• • 

. 
I 

I ' 

' 
• 1 • 

• • . . ' . • '.j I 
1 • 
' 

' 
• 

·1 
l 
I 
1 ' 
l . 
I 

I 

• . 

• 

• 

• ' • . 
• 

• 

. ' 
• 
' 
' . 
I , 

. ' 
I , . 

• 1 
• • 
I 

l 
' • • 
I • I 

1 
I 

:i 
• 

. k . 
i' ' 

' 
·1 

d 
' I ~ 

. . 
• 
• 

I 

• i ; 
1 

'J 
• 

• 

• 

: I 
:~ 

. '. ~ 
• 

• 

• 

• 

I 

' 

I 
I 

' 
• 

' . 

• • 

• 
I I 

. 
i~ 

• 

'j 
• 

' 

, 

• 
• 



• 

• 

• 

necessity, the great cent 
the Jewish religious lif er and fountainhead of · · e of the world tomorrow.321 

But' t1nder the force of hist . . 
the service which the C 11 orical circ'Ull!Stance, 
these past sixty ni o ege bas rendered during 
parison with the-s ne.years becomes smeJ.J. in com-
render It t ervice it is now called upon to 

• mus , of necessity and 
duty to world-Judaism est bli'h . as an inavertible 
center of Jewish reli~iousa chsl ·its:lf as a great 
world. This means first s o arship for the entire 

scientific research and d ac Y• • .efficient 
Jewish schoJarship.~22 pro ucti~e and creative 

rue p ilosophic question as time went on. This would be a. c ia.l h 

• 

But, as months passed, the money issue loomed larger and larger. 

October lO, 1945, Dr. Morgenstern bad to inform the Board: 

On 

• • .today, for the very first time in its history 
the Hebrew Union College is thrown upon its own ' 
resource~~for the collection of gifts in substantial 
amounts.~3 . . .. 

Today that Endowment Fund is almost exhausted. 
324 

• • 

• • .I recmnmend that a professionaJ fund-raiser be 
engaged. • • 325 

• 

• 

At that same meeting, another of the complex issues facing the 
• 

Board of Governors was discussed. This was the possibility of 

merging the Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Institute of Religion 

into one school. Stephen Wise lmew that the JIB was in trouble 

financially. :Because he wa.s getting older, and because be wanted to 

insure the continued exi.Stence of the New York School, he sought a 
• - . 

• 

. . 1 . 

consolidation with HUC.326 His violent disagreement with HUC's 

anti-Zionist posture was a major obstacle to productive talks, es-
• 

I 

• pecially since Dr· Morgenstern, the president of HUC, was so out-. . ·. .... . ~ · . . . - . . 
. ' . .. . 

spo1·e·nl t. Zi ist 327 To take over JIR, from the HUC point of 
A! y an 1- on • 
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view, would mean greater financial. responsibilities than those under 

which they now struggled. This, too, hampered progress. In any event, 

the Board of Governors, at this meeting, passed a motion: 

••• that President Morgenstern be empowered to 
reopen negotiations vi.th Dr. Stephen s. Wise, 
relative to a closer cooperation between the Hebrew 
Union College and the Jewish Institute of Religion.328 

A five million dollar fund-raising campaign was going badly for 

the College in 1946.
329 

Morgenstern had to fight the natural. tendency 

of the Boa.rd to hold back on new programs. The money, the role of 

the College, the relationship with JIR. All these were important. 

the College must not stand still, he urged: 

• 

The time has come. • .when. • .we must go ahead 
and plan the service of the Hebrew Union College 
boldly, wisely and hopefully~ Bpon a scale never 
previously contemplated. -•• 3 

If the College fails to see this, and fails to meet 
the challenge, Judaism, in the moment of its greatest 
crisis in centuries, will suffer an i1rnneasurable 
loss, and our College and our movement will have for
feited their great opportunity and will doom t~em~ 
selves to a position and an influence of infer7or1ty 
and perhaps, even of eventual oblivion. I3~ylieve that is not stating the case too strongly. 

The :Board passed his recommendations: 

A. The hiring of a Director of Field Work, to recruit and supervise 
student pulpits. 

But 

. B. The hiring of a Director of Publicity and Field Work. 

• c. 

D. 

E. 

The 1 . · Education in New York. . f the HUC School for Re igious opening o 

The fonnation of a Graduate School program. 

332 
The initiation of a Christian Fellow program. 

· · · These were all giant steps in the history of the College. They 

. and progressive future for the Reform movement. PGrtended a creative 
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The same meeting also brought a momentous resolution by the Board: 

J?r· Morgenstern reported regarding his recent meetin 
in New York and the discussion with representatives g 
of the J.I.R. regarding a proposed merger. 

. . 

Dr. (Maurice) Eisendrath stated that the Union was man
dated by.the last council to explore and pursue the 
matter with the hope that it may lead to a merger with 
the J.I.R. 

After :rull discussion it was the sentiment of the Eoard 
that it is not averse to a merger with the J.I.R.333 

(May 8, 1946) 

After bavj ng made this important trip on bebaJ f of HUC, JuJ.j an 

Morgenstern announced his retirement as president of the College on 

September 15, 1946. In his resignation speech, he cited the need for 

new leadership in facing the problems of modem HUC.334 At the :Board 

of Governors meeting of January 15th, 1947, it became official. 
. 

Morgenstern would step down as president on July 11 1947, remaining 

thereafter as a professor at the College.335 The certificate pre-

sented to him at that meeting bore the tribute: 

He JDB.de it a w~ld inst~tution ~d not merely an 
.American RabbinicaJ. SemiJlary.33 

Now, a.s in the past 
1 

the Board of Governors began the process of 

finding a nev president. This. new man would step into a position ot 

Facl.
. ng fi· nan"'ial crisis, a world Jewish co11nnunity in 

great complexity. v 

shambles, a potential merger 
1 

a new Jewish state and a newly established 

American hegemony, he would ha.Ve to shape the Hebrew Union College into 

a Viable institution for a trulY New world. The new president would have 

. b ould have to gently eaae the College 
Jews everyvhere. In addition, e w 

d al with the reality cf modern Israel. 
out of its anti-Zionist stance to e 
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Where could such a man be found? 

in Cincinnati all 
• 

his • 

life. • 
'(-· 

I 

• 

• 

Strangely enough, he had lived 
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CHAPr!1ER TWO 

JEWISH INS'l'I'.CUTE OF RELIGION UNDER NJfiiSON GLUECK 
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• .. . 
THE GROWTH OF THE HEBREW UNION COI.IEGE-JEWISH 

INSTITUl'E OF RELIGION UNDER NELSON GWECK 
. ' 

• 

r 7 
7 

• . 
. ' • • 

• • 

When Dr. Julian Morgenstern retired, the Board of Governors must 

have realized that the bandwri ting was on the wall. The College had 8 

total endowment of only about $500,ooo.337 The challenges of a world 

exploding into a new era demanded a far-sighted, imaginative yoting 

president. In tl.trning to Dr. Nelson Glueck, Cincinnati-born alumnus of 
• 

HOC, professor of Bible, world-famous archaeologist and dynamic person-
• 

ality, the Board sought to give the College new life and new vitality. 

But few people could have foreseen the extent to which the College would 
-. . 

change under the influence of this young Bible scholar. They were soon 

to find out. 
• 

Nelson Glueck was born June 
• 

~ . • 
7 

• 
• a . • 

The 
• 

• 

third of nine children, he grew up in a home where financial struggle 
. . : . . 340 

was a way of life.;39 His grandfather bad been a rabbi in Lithuania. 
•• 

• 

His rather, though 8 fine Talmudist, had to work at various jobs to 

support the . ;41 Glueck was proud of his Lithuanian heritage~ 
large family. .· \ 

and in later years . 
• 
• -. 

The real Glueck family name was 

. 

not Glueck but Revel. Dr. Glueck' s 
• 

·Glueck to escape military service in 
father Morris had taken the name · 

. . and ~ept . it as hi~ o;m.343 At least 
Lithuania. · Morris liked the name, • • • 

• • • 

one ~ember ~f- the family reassumed 
the family name Revel in America, 
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and the first president of Yeshiva University, Be 
rnard Revel, was 

Nelson Glueck' s 1mcle. 344 . . 
• 

The poor financial situation of his family made Nelson Glueck 

self-sufficient at a very early age. He once recalled that trom the . time 

be was 14 he never had a penny of help.345 To make money he sold news-

papers on Court Street near his family's home. Often he would work in 
8 

market to earn some fresh vegetables for himself and his family. He never 

considered himself poor, however. The family had certain values which en

riched their life in other ways. 

Certain things were important. Books, education, 
Jewish learning. • .346 

Following his family's dedication to Jewish learning, the young Nelson 

entered the Hebrew Union College in 1915 at the age of 15. He used to 

walk from the College in Clifton to bis family's home on Court Street, 

back and forth each day, to save the precious nickel that public transpor-

tation would have cost. He graduated from Hughes High School at the age 

of 16, the University of Cincinnati, at 20, and was ordained a rabbi by 

Julian Morgenstern ·at age 23 in 1923.347 While a junior at HUC, he de-
. 

cided that he would not enter the congregational rabbinate. Over the pro-

tests of his family, he decided to pursue a life of scholarship in the 

field -of Bible.348 

Dr. Jacob Marcus recognized the potential in the young Glueck. He 

d anced degree and t hen come encouraged Belson to go to Germany for an 8 v · 

back to the . . b i 1923 accepting one or the very College and teach. T us, n , 

t f Gerieny ;49 Three other 
irat Morgenthau Fellowships, Glueck left or · • 

Young HUc graduates vent 
same t ime, Jacob Marcus 
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( 1922), Sheldon Blank ( 1923) and Walter Rothman ( 1923). Glueck, Blank 

and Marcus were to be inseparable over the years. Jacob Marcus in 

particular became Glueck' s mentor and advisor. It was a relationship 

' which spanned over five decades.350 
• • • 

Glueck attended the University of Berlin and the University of 

Heidelberg during the years 1923 - 1924, and received his Ph.D. from 

the University of Jena in 19'26 for a dissertation entitled Das Wort 

Hesed im Alttestamentlichen Sp~achseprauche. The dissertation was 

published in English in 1967 under the title Hesed In The Bible.351 

Nelson Glueck had long been interested in unearthing rare finds: 

As a boy he used to explore with his father the 
fossil hill on lower Clinton Avenue in the city 
and the Indian mounds in its outskirts, on excur
sions that began a lifelong habit of collecting 
artifacts and other relics of the past.352 • 

Even in HUC and the University of Cincinnati he took courses: · 

• • .which together provided an unusually heavy 
concentration of interest in the archaeology of 
the lands borderin~ the central and eastern 
Mediterranean Sea. 53 

• 

• 

• 

-
• 

I. 

• 

After earning his Ph.D., · Glueck returned to_ the University of . 
;.. ,-.. .~ . 

1 • . . 

B 1 . b i 1926 - 1927 he . completed courses in Ethiopic and er in, w ere, n , 
• • 

- b f ll of- 1927 he followed through. on his Assyrian. Then, in t e a ' '• 

' , . . . " . - t J rusalem to study under William F • 
archaeological bent, journeying 0 e 

. h 354 
. S hool of Oriental Researc : 

Albright, director of the American c 

. s then working on a compre-
From Albright, who va f Palestinian potsherds, he 
hensive classification o tematically dating ruins of 
acquired his skill in sy;raveling mostly on toot, he 

· · .. the ancient Near East. fron one end of Palestine 
visited every excavation ~ · 
to the other· 3 5 5. ·, · · 
. . . . ~ ' . . 928 Dr• Glueck joined the faculty 

Ret111·ning to Cincinnati in 1 · ' 
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of HUC in 1929 as an instructor.356 In 1930 he ~et th 
· _ l&t e woman whom he 

. . 

would marry, Helen Iglauer. Mrs. Glueck ~e~alls ihat her father, · then 
. 

• 

8 prominent Cincinnati physician, was a very good friend of Adolph s • 
. 

Oko, the College librarian whom we have ai~eady met. Oko called her one 
. 

day, inviting her to his home to meet ~ young man named Nelson Glueck. 

He warned her that he was a little hard to get along with, but assured 
. 

her that she would like him. · Helen, then a sophomore in medical school, 

certainly had no need for another beau, as she was very busy. Neverthe

less, she went. A year later,. on March 26, 1931, Nelson Glueck and 

Helen Iglauer were married.357 Mrs. Glueck thereafter often kidded Oko 

that be didn't look like Cupia.358 In this instance, however, he laid 

the foundation for a marriage that would last for forty years. 
. 

In 1932, Nelson Glueck was promoted to assistant professor at the 

College. At the same time be assumed the directorship of the American 
• 

School of Oriental Research .in Jerusalem.359 From 1933 - 1934 he served 
. . 

as annual professor at the American School for Oriental Research in 

Baghdad, retux·ning to HUC in 19:?4 as an associate professor. In 1936 
• • . ~ ~· 

Glueck was promoted to a t'u1l professorship in the fields ot Bible and 
r . 

Biblical Archaeology, at the same time reassuming the directorship of 
. ;60 

· 1 m. where he remained until 1940. It the American School in Jerusa e ' 

. . b nee granted Dr. Glueck, evidenced the 
The frequent leaves-of-a se 

f his work which the Board had: 
deep respect for the importance 0 . 

.. . .. , . - . be began an archaeological 
· · · ·1n the summer of 19:;2, 

1 
d into a fUll-scale, 

that deve ope th , ... . st1rface survey of Transjordan from e 
- :. .· systematic exploration . . 
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Syrian border in the north to 
s?uth. He was the first to ma the Gulf of Aqaba in the 
tion of so large an area with ~ a mile-by-mile examina
techniques of modern scientif i e use of the tools and 
larly the technique of potter ciexplor~tion, particu
mine chronology. Wanderin a~oudentification to deter
Circassian companion he c~ ifit with only an Arab or 
dates of the sbadowy'ancien~rk. ed the boundaries and 
Ammon. In 1934 he discovered thingdolms of Edom, Moab, and 
S l 1 

e ocation of King 
o omon s copper mines at Khirbet N 

the outbreak of World War II th ahghas, and ~ust before 
' rou excavation a 

e ea as the site of Solomon's seaport and fortress.3 2 

After two years in Cincinnati, from 1940 - 1942, Dr. Glueck answered 

the call of the U.S. Office of Strategic Services. He became a field 

agent of its operations in Transjordan. 

His daytime archaeological investigations provided a 
perfect cover for espionage. Drawing on his well
established rapport with the Arabs, he found hospitality 
at night in Arab encampments near his changing sites of 
exploration where he could pick up local news. of possible 
military significance.,63 

78 

In addition to this, Dr. Glueck was charged with the responsibility of 

preparing a route of retreat tor Allied soldiers should Rommel overrun 

their defenses with his troops and tanks.364 During his five years in 

the o.s.s., Dr. Glueck also served as director of the American School 

Of Oriental Research in Jerusalem and as its field director in Baghdad, 

Publishing his book, The River Jordan, 

other pressing responsibilities.365 

in i9i..6, in the midst of all his 

• 

Years before Dr. Morgenstern. retired, Board members, students, 

facui ty and altmmi had come to realize that Glueck was a natural as a 

successor to Morgenstern. His schol&rship was unquestionable. Bis 

ad•inistrative ability had been demonstrated at the American School time 

and time again. It not a Zionist, he at least was friendly to Palestine 

and Glueck at that time favored a bi-national 
was identified with it. 
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state.3
66 

But that vas preferable to 
the overtly anti-Zionist positions 

which Kohler and Morgenstern had advanced in the past. .Most of all, 

however, .he had glamour. Glueck was extremely handsome. Many people 

referred to him as the 
11

Jevish Charles Lindbergh .. or the "Jewish 

iawrence of Arabia•" 367 He had charisma as an explorer and a dis-

coverer of antiquities, which stirred the 1.magination of people every

where. Scholar, administrator, personality, he had it all. And, the 

Board felt, he could pull the College out of the drastic financial 

plight it was now experiencing.368 There was only one problem. · · 

Nelson Glueck did not vant to be the president of the Hebrew Union · 

• . ~ • • 
College • .369 • • • • 

Mrs. Glueck recalls: • • 
• • 

He always knew he wanted to stay in scholarship. 
And I think if destiny hadn't been what it was he 
would have stayed in scbolarship.370 . . . 

• . 

. ~ 

• 

• 

He took the presidency with a great deal of 
reluctance ••• He knew it (the schoo~) was bankru~t. 
H kn it would divert him from his first love, which 
W:s s~;olarship. I think if he had just done what , 
he wanted to do closest to his heart he would have 
just been a great archaeologist.}7 . ; • ·. ~· 

. . . ·. te ti.PY Nelson Glueck was a man of great As those who knew him well can s ~J, . 
• 

determination. The t . thus arises as to why he took the presi- . ques ion 
. 

dency if he had real misgivings about accepting the post. It is a very 
• • • • 

interesting story. 

. . 

... , . .. the first message came from the 
While Glueck was still in Jerusa.l~m, 

• 

ider taking the presidency. At the Board that they wanted him to cons . . 

. . . ident of Hebrew University. t in Jerusalem as pres 
inle, Judah L. Magnes was t b did not 

.. . and the Ma.gnes' tha e Wb to his wife Helen . . en Glueck announced 
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wish to accept_ the appointm~nt, Magnes insisted that he had no choice. 

He must accept. Be was the only h 
.. man w. o could bridge the gap between 

• . : 

.America and Palestine and build a stronger world J 1· h . . 
ew s community, a 

community sorely needed, especially in light of World War II. He pressed 

Dr. Glueck to the point where he agreed to take the job .372 
• • 

On May 4, 1947, 8 Sunday morning, Nelson Glueck appeared before 

the Board Committee on Selection of President in Cincinnati. They 

offered him the presidency. He turned it down, in spite ot Magnes•s 

arguments in Jerusalem. The Board, ·not knowing what to do, called in 

Dr. Jacob Marcus. They asked Dr. Marcus his opinion of a number of . 

others being considered as secondary choices. Then they asked Dr. 

Marcus if be would consider accepting the presidency. Dr. Marcus asked 

them if that was a firm offer. The Board asked him if he would take it 

if it were a firm offer. Dr. Marcus recalls that at that moment the 

• 

prospect of having to give up his academic work flashed through his mind. 

He told the Board that he wasn't interested in the position. Moreover, 

he told the con1n1ittee that there was only one man for the job, and that 

was Nelson Glueck. He urged the Board not to take no for an answer, to 

keep the pressure on him until he accepted. Later that same afternoon, 

Nelson Glueck accepted the offer of the com•nittee.373 Three days later, 

on May 1, 19~1, he was elected the fourth president of the Hebrew Union 

~74 h Committee on Selection of President College.~ The formal report of ~e 

gave the following reasons for its choice: 

A. 

B. 

He is a distinguished scholar. 

th faculty of the College for 
He has been a member of . e in Palestine bas gained for 
eighteen years. His ser;icean outstanding authority in 
him the reputation of be ng 
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the field of Biblical Archaeology and had made hi 
international figure. m an 

c. The Board cited here the administrative experience which 
his years at the American School gave him. · 

" 

But the qualification stressed by the Board committee was the fact that: 

n. He is rarely endowed with the gift of winning and holding 
rriends and of eliciting cooperation from those with whom 
he eomes in contact. He is highly regarded and deeply 
ioved by his fellow members of the faculty of the College, 
a factor of very considerable importance.375 

The Board had found a man for the job. At the very same meeting it was 

announced that the year would result in a budget deficit of $220,ooo.}1
6 

so the line was clearly drawn. Nelson Glueck bore the responsibility 

of putting the College on a solid footing financially, while at the 

same time maintaining its growth and academic standards. His success 

as a president would ultj:mately be judged by these criteria. 
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II. HOW THE SCHOOL GREW: 1947 - 1971 IN THE 

OF GOVERNORS 
... -S OF THE BOARD 

• 

•• • 

Board and the College to action, even in difficult times. We herein, 
I ~ • . . 

• • 

therefore, chronicle the growth of the College meeting by meeting, add-
• . • • ... 

ing relevant information as it becomes necessary, but staying as close 

as possible to chronological order. 
. 
• • ' . . 

' • • 

Board of Governors Meeting 
. . , ., 

Dr. Glueck vas not inaugurated formally until March 13, 1948.377 
. 
• • 

But .even before that time he was bard at work, reshaping the College, 
• • 

. 
" . • • 

gearing it to his vision of the future. At this meeting: 
. 

President Glueck re~Ollllllended the estab~isbment of 
a Department of Human Relations. • •37 · 

In addition Glueck bad Alvin Fine appointed as his assistant, while a 

i ted director of Field Activities. Young man named Robert Katz was appo n 

t i the head of the Human Relations Today that same Dr. Robert Ka z 8 

379 Dr Glueck perhaps anticipating 
Program at the Cincinnati school. · • ' 

. campaign, also requested the the need for a broad-based tund-raising 

t . f Public Relations.;80 establishment of a I>epartmen ° 
• • • 

' 

• • 

9ctober 4, i#f . Opening Day Message . . . 
- - in his first presidential 

. l .. nauguration, but . 
Again before the forma 

1 
_ . . · was not to be an 

. . d clear that his 
add D Glueck ma e reas to the public, ·r. 
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adJl1inistration of inaction. H b 
e egan by hinting at a new attitude toward 

• 

Israel on the part of the official College leadership: 

The moral direction of the world .. b 
i t b it can e determined 

n par y. s relationship to Jews and Jerusalem· 
and there is an indissoluble connection betw . 
justice in Palestine and peace on earth.381 een 

A response to human needs was to be an important area in the years to 

come: • 
• • 

The modern rabbi requires not only the authority and 
inspiration of Jewish lore, with its indispensable 
disciplines, but the insights and the techniques of 
the growing sciences of human relationships. He must 
know himself and be serene in his own soul, and be 
full of integrity and humility before he can guide 
others to clarity of mind, quietness of heart and the 
quickening of humane sensibilities.382 

• 
• 

• • 

· We see in this first major speech a reference to the Torah as ''the moral 
~ . 

law.''383 This was one of Glueck' s distinguishing phrases. He repeated 
. . 

this reference over and over again in many other addresses. From this 
• 

• • 

we might infer that Torah for Nelson Glue~k was pr:Jmarily a moral law 
. 

\ 
rather than a set of legal prescriptions •. '\ .... 

• 
; • 

After his formal speech, Dr. Glueck spoke to those in attendance 
• 

in a more casual way• . But even these remarks were pregnant with promise 

for the fut11~e . of the Col] ege • While adhering to the high admi~sions 

standards established D Morgenstern's administration, Glueck 
during r • . ,· 

• • 

was determined 
th HUC at the earliest possible 

to bring men in touch wi 

time: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

- , . • I 

. -
ion however, to announce 

I would like on this occas 'is forthvith inaugurating 
that the Hebrew Union c~;i~::isb laY students. Und~r 
a separate departm~nt f students will augment their 
this new plan, Jewish 1:1 of Cincinnati, with special 
studies at the Universi y lated studies giveri for them 
CO'llrses in Judaism and re C Uege For this work they 
he~e at the Hebrew Uni~n..r. ~... . . • · 
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• • 

will be given full 
Cincinnati towards 

• 

credit at the University of 
the B.A. Degree.384 

His years at the American School in Jerusalem had convinced him of 

84 

the need for and value of Christian scholars at the College. At the 

time he was bet~er known in the Christian scholastic world than in the 

Jewish scholastic world. Over the years he was to maintain that he 

wanted Christian Fellows at the College for two reasons: i'hey couldn't 

learn what he wanted them to know anywhere else, first of all. And 
. 

secondly, the prospect of Christian teachers trained at HUC promised 

a more harmonious Jewish - Christian community in America.385 Strangely 

• 

enough, Jewish organizations gave him little if any money for this pro-

gram. Groups such as B'nai Brith and the American Jewish Committee 

t11rned hjm down time after time.386 But be held fast to his program 

and raised the funds for it on his own. At the time of bis Opening Day 

message, he announced the first two Christian Fellowships of his adminis-

tration: 

Through the generosity of Louis J. and 1'Bry E. Horow~tz 
Fo11ndation, two graduate Fellowships were granted thi~ 
year for Christian scholars who desire to pursue studies 

Union College.3 7 

Glueck wished tbe BUC School for Religious Education in New York well 

on its recent opening, then closed his first speech with an idea he 

carried with him for almost twenty-five years: 

for the training of rabbis, 
It is part of our program IL brew Union College shall 
that every student of the e ;88 
spend a year in Jerusalem. • • 

th Glueck administration. A positive 
set for e 

• 

· Thus the tone vas 

relationship with the land of Palestine, 
an involvement in hUJDSn rel.a-

dergraduate 
t1ons, a view of Torah as moral law, a program for un 

students, 
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8 reaching out to .Christians 
throUgh the education of their leaders, and 

8 year in Jerusalem for every HUC student. · 
Ambitious goals. Exciting 

goals. The stage was set for action. 
• 

October ,22, 1,241 Board of Governors Meeting 
• 

. . 

. 
• 

A great expansion program is approved in pri · 1 ncip e. Dr. Glueck at 

this meeting informed his Board that he considered it imperative to 

increase, not only the nature of the educational process at the College, 

but the sheer numbea of men gradua.ting from it: • 

American Jewry requires large numbers of adequately 
trained rabbis, and it is our aim to widen the sphere 
and extend the influence of our movement. 

,, . 

• • • the Administration has begun a planned campaign 
to increase the number of its students ••• '89 • • 

Increased recruitment, the undergraduate program, a department of 
' 

I 

H'UDan Relations and the Christian Fellows program were all cited as ways 

to achieve this end. 
I , • • 

·~ 
II 

• • • • 

The meeting also dealt with the monetary crisis of the College. 

Dr. Glueck, once again ~oting that the Endowment Fund was exhausted, 

stated that 8 re-examination of the financial agreement between the UAHC 

and HUC ;90 Dr Glueck always felt that all fUnds raised · was necessary. • · 

by the Union or the College should be split equally between the two 

. . - . t the case when he became president. And over 
institutions. This was no 

i d battle to secure what he felt was the 
the years he waged a determ ne . 

U · n College.391 
Pr0Per proportion for Hebrew nio 

_, . nflict with the president 
This struggle often brought hill into co 

Dr. Maurice Eisendrath. 
Of the Union of American Hebrew congregations, . 
. an unusual genesis. 
Their relationship had already bad · 

In the early 
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86 

40's, prior to his assignment by the o.s.s. in 19~2, Dr. Glueck had been 

appointed director of the UAHc.392 Before assumi th t · 
ng e pos , Glueck 

was called into service, With Dr. Eisendrath serving as acting director 

• • 
in his stead. When it became clear that Dr. Glueck would have to remain 

in Palestine for a long period of time, he was asked to relinquish his 

title so that it could be assigned to someone in the states who could 
. . . 

perform the duties of the job. Dr. Glueck reluctantly agreed. · And thus 

Dr. Maurice Eisendrath became president of the UABc.393 

When Dr. Glueck became president of the College in 1947, he • • • 

• 

. ' 

. naturally looked tor ways to raise money for the College. There was only 

so much money to go around in the Reform movement. Glueck needed it for 
. 

HUC. But Eisendrath also needed it for the UAHC. A clash was inevit-

able. Mrs. Glueck recalls that: -: • 

1 t . 394 They were both fighting for their own organ za ions. 

A very important part of the growth of the College, as we shall see, lay 

in the ability of lels~n Glueck to ·gain an equal di.vision of funds raised 
' 

d the U ion In any event, this and dues paid between the College an n • . 
' ' 

; 

meeting provided an inkling of ;·what was to come.,. . · 

. . lu~~k at this meeting announced · Still not formally inaugtirated, Dr. G 

. t f Religion had agreed in principle to that HUC and the Jewish Institu e 0 

a rnerger. 395 The difficulties 

Were more than meets the eye. 

. . ttaining such an arrangement involved in 8 

. . · ~hools were as different as The two s~ · they 

o :· and purpose • 
· coll.ld be in terms of ideol gy · d ominations and 

The JIR bad been established 

f all three Jewish en 
in 1922 as an Institute for rabbis 0 · uld 

to JIB, and he wo · d men to come 
Stephen Wise encourage . 396 Most of the 

R form rabbis. 
t Consex·vative or e ra1n them to be Orthodox, 

tor Scholars. 
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graduates became Reform rabbis, but there were 
8 

t h 
. ew w o moved into 

conservative or Orthodox pulpits. The faculty · t d 
was remen ously diverse . 

in scope, including Chaim Tchernowitz, who llas Orthodox, Shalom Spiegel, 

who vas Conservative, and Reform scholars such as Henry Slonimsey.397 

The JIR was strongly pro-Zionist, as was to be expected in view of 

Wise•s involvement with Zionism. 
' . 

Here was JIR, then, about to merge with an HUC that put forward a 

uniquely Reform educational program, that was, at least historically, 

anti-Zionist, and which had always viewed the JIR as an upstart institu-
• 

tion. We have already noted that Dr. Eisendrath and the UAHC were in 

favor of merger. They were bolstered in their position by certain 
• h 

members of the Cc.AR, particularly Rabbi James Heller.398 

The presidency of Dr. Glueck seems to have been enough to forge 

the final bond between the two schools. 
• • 

• 

The merger agreement was a relief for Stephen Wise· He was getting 

on in years with much to do for the cause ~f the State 0~ Israel. As 

• 

JIR's president and only f\Uld-raiser, he feared that his death would 

b School he bad worked so bard to preserve, ring an end to the _ 
as JIR 

was in the same deep financial trouble .88 HUC. 
,99 

hi on the part of an HUC There must have been much soul-searc ng 
... t for it. But the merger in 

Board which already bad. its work cut ou 

Principle was here approved. 
It would be years before a final working 

relationship would be formalized. . · , ·~ 
, . t in the minutes of this 

the President's Repor -
llnmediately following · 

0 
am to be pursued 

f the expansion pr gr 
lleeting are recorded the detail~ 0

. 

The pian incl~ded: 
by the Board and the College• .. 
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A. 

B. 

c. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

G. 

H. 

I. 

J. 

Expansion of the De partment ot Education 

Expansion of the De 
partment or Human Relations 

Expansion of the Graduat De . e partment 

Expansion of the HUC 8 h 1 in New York c 00 ot Religious Education 

Expansion of the Department of Speech 

Expansion of the Department of Music 

Bringing foreign students to study at the College 

Bringing visiting scholars to teach at the College 

Expansion of the library, museum and publications 

The building of a new dormitory400 

88 

This plan would mean new faculty, facilities and huge costs. But Dr. 

Glueck was determined to proceed. · · • •. 

Executive Committee Meeting of the Board 

The Board of Governors Executive Con1mittee voted $5,000 for the 

American Jewish Archives at this meeting, beginning a story· which con

tinues today. 4ol Dr. Jacob Marcus, as we have previously mentioned, · 

left the field of El1ro-pean history in 1942 - 1943. At the same time, -
however, he began a collection of American Jewish historical material in 

his ow home. · Dr. Glueck recognized the importance of American Jewish 

History and backed Dr. Marcus in his efforts to establish a center for 

+'I... The Board gave its assent, Dr. Marcus 
""e collection of this material. 

recalled: 
• 

• 

40'2 
I had a building. I had an idea, and no money. 

• 

n $5 000 from private sources, a 
~e got $5,000 from the :Board, another ' 

i y w; One year later the 
donated thermofax copier, and he was on h s wa • 

hi S 88 an institutio~, 
UAac · i d the Arc ve ' in a resolution, recogn ze 
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• 

• . . 
• 

• • .dedicated to the collection, preservation and 
study of American Jewish Historical records.404 

From these humble beginnings came an Archives which today commands 

international respect and is one ot the world's central repositories 

of facts and documents on American Jewish history. 
( . . . 

A~er voting funds tor the Archives, the Committee turned to other 

matters. Foremost in the meeting were further details on the HUC-JIR . 

merger plan. It was here agreed that Stephen Wise and Julian Morgenstern 

were to both become Presidents Emeriti. Although it was not stated 

• 

explicitly, it is clear that thi~ was to pave the way for Nelson Glueck 
• 

to become the head of both institutions.405 
. . . .. 

1948 • • • ' • • 

.. 

Board of Governors Meeting • • • 

• 
• > 

The School of sacred Music is created. The Board, two years after 

the re-opening of the School for Religious Education, funded 8 School· 

of Sacred Music in New York. · The sum of $10,000 per year was appro-

priated as a 4o6 starting budget. In addition, $30,000 was appropriated 

407 , : . 
to fund a public relations program. _. ., ~ _ . . _. -

~ .Glueck referred again to the great In bis President's Report, Dr. · · 
. t still Palestine: value which he saw in student visits to wha was 

;; •t1... • .. • 

. . . ~ - tion which every sensi-
• • .the spiritual exhilar~ct with the soil of the 
tive soul derives from con 
Holy Land.4o8 

l ina,,anration, he pushed · the · forms ~-
. One month later, still before of radio 

lations with a series in Human ·Re 
hard tor curricular offerings . ,.409 A program was 

u cbiatry in Religion. l ., 

broadcasts on the theme . Psy '~ }. ·· · t Judaism and 
. . - . . thesis o 

ntiallY 8 syn . · tak1 . am was esse . - . 
Ilg shape • · The progr · out bis career, in 

. stressed through 
luner1canism 410 an aim which he 
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90 

public as well as to his Board.411 · 

March }2 - 3:5 L l9~ Dr• Glueck' s Inauguration Ceremonies -
The ceremonies surrounding Dr. Glueck's installation as the fourth 

president of the Hebrew Union College were vast in scope. In the pre

face to a collection of materials on the inauguration, Lester Jaffe, 

then chairrnan of the Board of Governors, contrasted Glueck with previous 

presidents and hinted strongly that the ceremonies marked a turning point 

in college history: 

One is 

The Hebrew Union College is the oldest Jewish theo
logical seminary in the western world. During its 
significant history it has had, prior to the inau
guration of Dr. Nelson Glueck, only three presidents, 
- its dynamic founder and creator, Dr. Isaac Mayer Wise; 
the learned Dr. Ka11fmann Kohler; and Dr. Julian 
Morgenstern scholar, teacher, administrator, the first ' . of the College's own graduates to serve as its presi-
dent.412 

struck by the neutral terms of praise for past leaders, especially 

Kohler and Morgenstern. Jaffe went on to describe the nature of the 

challenge facing the new president: 

th f th president would be, 
The ina1iguration of e our t But the extinction 
at any time, a mom:nt~~u~~~:s.of Jewish scholarship 
of the many great ins d ade and the attendant 
in Europe during ~he last e~o f1.1J fill a role as the 
challenge to American Jewry f Je~ish learning and 
new repository and creator o ~~ the inauguration 

ahead gave "" culture for the years th H;brew Union College an 
of a new president of 41} 
enhanced significance. 

. . lt 
The enthusiasm which .the Board fe l Glueck as the new presi-for Ne son 

· d to describe him: 
dent is ~ d. ctives Mr· reflected in the 8 Je 

Jaffe use 

of its own 
. Ue e has turned to one riod • A 

Once again, the Co ~ip iD this fatetul P; Glueck 
graduates for lea~~s not have been made. rl~:renowed 
happier choice co creative scholar, "o d in the 
is a gifted teacher d ic leader. steepe 
archaeologist, and yn8DI 
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time a forward-looking and liberal outlook. 14 e same 

Mr· Jaffe then repeated the _very same words which the 
Presidential 

Selection Committee had employed t · 0 praise Glueck when selecting him: 

~e is endowed with the rare gift of .winning and hold
ing friends and of eliciting cooperation from all 
those with whom he comes in contact.415 

-

. .. 

. 

The Board obvio\isly saw Nelson Glueck as a much different kind of 

president than had been those of the past. 
• 

The ceremonies began on Friday, March 12, 1948, with a series of 
. 

91 

symposia in the College Chapel, with participants from other seminaries, 

College alumni, College faculty and lay leaders.~16 That evening, at 

a Sbabbat-Consecration Service at Rockdale Temple, Rabbi Joshua Loth 

Liebman, who had himself been considered for the Presidency, 417 gave 

the consecration address.418 

The foll.owing morning, March 13, 1948, Nelson Glueck was formally 

inaugurated as the fo11rth president of the Hebrew Union College. The 

ceremony took place at the Isaac M. Wise Temple on Plum Street. Dr. 

Julian Morgenstern, symbolically turning over College leadership to 
. . 

Dr. Glueck, said: •• 
• 

• 

I 

which you are sent, 
It is a responsi~le missio~P~e force of historical 
a very high mission. Thr~nioo College has suddenly 
circumstance, our Hebrew 

1 
of one of the leading 

been projected into the rob: entire world, the oldest 
rabbinical seminaries in ! continent, situated in the 
seminary upon this weste~ h eo11mu.nity in the world to . 
midst ot the largest Jew : look and especially our 
which today the world mus ' t look uot onlY for 

. Jewish comnunity of the wor~:i:l guidance and learn
material support but for sp 

• 

ing. . hip 
. d thi• leaders 

Into your ban 8 t genera-
This is your charge• the guide of the nex 
bas fallen. You will be rivilege to teach and to 
tion. It will be your P 
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• 

inspire many disciples who will look up to you with 
faith, .with bope, and seek inspiration from you. It 
is a hl.gh charge. In many ways, the destiny of Israel 
and the destiny of Judaism are in your hands from this 
moment on.419 

• • • 

• 

Dr· Glueck then stepped to the bimah to deliver his Inaugural Address. 

He began by placing hilllSelf in the continuum of' College history: 

I am charged to take over as fourth in line of 
succession the presidency of the Hebrew Union College, 
founded in this very Temple of B1 nai Yeshurun in 
Cincinnati, seventy-three years ago by Isaac Mayer Wise. 
He was followed by that sensitive scholar, Kaufmann 
Kohl.er, and my own great teacher, Julian Morgenstern, to 
whom I owe more of a spiritual and intellectual debt than 
I can possibly express. They directed the education of 
three generations of rabbis who1e work in many walks of 
life nov belongs to the saga of Israel and America, and 
who have served God, and our country to the ends of the 
earth. To the continuation of this task, I am asked to 
set my bands. It 11 a great and grave honor, w~0h avare of my shortcomings, I wonderingly accept. 

He spoke of his concern for Palestine: 
• 

Jews and Christians alike are drawn to it as to a 
lodestar, and it bas rightly become a crucial concern 
of the assembly of nations and an integral interest of 

P ." Palestine and peace on earth are · America. eace 1. 

ultimately indivisible. 
- . • • . 

· · t b t 88 inevitable that 

• 1 

-

I regard it not as an accide:e c~ncerned itself with 
the United Nations should ~stine. The world is vitally 
the course of events in :8 and is directly affected by 
interested in its welfar ' rim barriers which block 
vha t transpires there• The g d bombs evoked by passion 
its road• today, th~ bullettsd aa~roy the hopes for peace 

n still no e . · and despair, ca · . d ot God went forth. · 
in Zion, whence the vor . . . . . 

. . . . . ersonal experience 

I •M all too familiar fromf Piolence in Palestine, 
• • • U4U • i ty 0 v . d that 
with the folly and insan there is possible, an 421 
but I also mow that peabcel. obstacles in its path. 

· rmounta e · · · there are no insu . · · time and 
. . biP in a modern , 

. J wish scholars . 
lie BP<>ke ot bis concern for e . · d opport1Dlity tor 

.. . ].and ot freedom an 
or bis co1n1ai tment to .America 88 8 

. 

the 110dern Jew: 
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To teach the Lav of the Lord is th hall 
its (HUC' ) ba t e c enge ot 

a c r er. Its task is to bring the best 
of our entire Jewish past and present to bear upon 
the America we have helped create and t h 

t o w ose develop-
me n we are contributing. For here we have driven our 
stake and here ~e have proved our cla1m. Here are the 
homes of our children and here is the haven of our 
hopes. Through service and sacrifice, we are connected 
as Jews with the roots and the role of America.422 

Finally, Dr. Glueck spoke of the challenge of the future: 

The issue that confronts us is vast and urgent and 
universal. It involves not only you and me and 011r 

children but all of mankind. What is required of us 
to meet it? What do the imperatives of the Moral Law 
demand of us? The pioneer gathering together of all 
persons and peoples to hew out ever larger clearings 
in the wilderness of life for cultivation and construc
tion, the helping of each other to find beauty and 
happiness, the opening of hands and hearts for the sus
taining of hope, the searching out and healing of 
grievances and hurts, the exercise of infinite patience 
with weakness and weariness, the deepening appreciation 
in 011r innermost consciousness of the co1u111andments and 
order of God. 

Who can turn aside 
not. You cannot. 

from such an assignment? I could 
We dare not.423 

Dr. Stephen Wise also participated in the inaugural ceremonies. 

his remarks, Wise voiced the hope that Glueck would unify .American 

th ].·fts that bad plagued it in the past: Jewry and lift it above e r . 

ion of your catholic personality, 
By reason of the eompuls likely more than 
you, as President of the Co~ieg:~ta~~ a sect or party, but 
ever before to give leaders. Pin its many-sidedness. 
to the entire Jewish communityinto fragmentation. Tolerant 
Many-sidedness must not lapset inal difference, Jewish in-

. tell tual and doc r 
of every in ec k your intolerance. 
difference alone must evo e 

. ible rurtber Jewish segmen-
You will seek to make. illlPOS: sectarianism. Your high 
tation and fragme~tation :~t be to seek tbe lowest com:: 
task and passion it will s and classifications 

b t above all name l You will help 
den0111inator, u ' her unity of our peop ef ith into the 
categories, the hi~es of Jewish religious a 
resolve the varieti iritual fate. 
unity of the Jewish sp 
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I rejoice to believe that having had pa t ~ 
th i-i .p ' r .1. or years 

in e .u.e of the new ~alestine, you will, as Presi-
dent, bring to YOUr disciples and, through them, to 
American.Jewry a ~ense of the daring hope and the 
extraordinary achievements of the New Judea, its lo~y 
dreams, its varied learning, its creative loyalty. 

• 

You have witnessed the merging of the scattered and 
dispersed remnants of Israel, through the alchemy of 
the healing breath of Jerusalem, into the oneness of 
the Jewish people that never ceased to be. Dare we 
not have faith that in your service to American Israel · 
you will insist upon the lesser miracle of building our 
ovn American Jewry into irrefragible oneness2424 

. 
• 

94 

The service was soon thereafter concluded. But powerful ideas had been 
• 

uttered that morning, ideas that would shape the College and the entire 

Reform movement. As he concluded his address, Stephen Wise spoke these 

words: 
• • 

' • 

This day you are inaugurated as successor to President 
Julian .Morgenstern. Someday, it may be, you will also 
be inaugurated as my successof;2 as President of the 
Jewish Institute of Religion. 5 · · · · 

The following year, in 1949, the prophecy was 

426 became the President of the JIR. 

fulfilled. Nelson Glueck 

The evening of March 13th, a great banquet was held at the Nether- . 

The guest speaker was Dr. Leo Baeck. land Plaza Hotel in Cincinnati. 

t h special status of the College 
He, as did many others, highlighted 8 

1n the 
. • • • 

• • 

post-war world: · · 
• • 

like this nad been celebrated, 
If forty .years ago a day occurrence which only con-
then it would have been an this day of consecration is 
cerned American Jews. Now the whole of the Jewish pe~ple. 
an event which sbould stir ters of the existence, life . 
Centers have shifte~, the o c~:. Centers have shifti:! to 

America which is n in the features of Amer the world. 
character and mold got all Jews all over two-thirds of 
has become a concern are .American Jews; the 

d of all Jevs . As it were, 
Two-thir s ican rabbis. i an teachers. 
all rabbis are Amer the hands of Amer c 
rabbinate is put into 

• 

• 

• r 

. 
• 

• 

• 
' 
•I 
• 

.. 
I 
I 

• 

• 

' • • 
• 
~ 

• ' . 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

. 
• I • . 
• 
• • • 

I . 
1 . 
l 
I 

I 
• . . 
' . 

• • 
• 

• I . 
• 

• • l I 
: I 

I l 

\ . : 
l 
l • 

I 
' : 
! 
I • • • 

• • 

t 
L 
: 

' . 
l l 

I 
t 

"! 
• • . 
• 
I 

• . . . 
. 
• • 
• I 

• 
• ' • • . 

. . . ' 

. 

• 

• 

• • 

• 
1 
• . 

1 

' 
• 
• 

' • 

• • 

• 1 
• 

l 
• • • 
• 

' 

: \ ' I 

• 

) . . 
I 
I 

I 
I 

• ! 

I 
I 

" 

• 

. .1 
• . ' 



95 

This College is responsible to t 
community It will b 

11 
he world Jewish 

entire Je~isb people. ~27a . ~d to account by the . 
• 

• • After Dr. Baeck's deeply moving address, Dr. 
Glueck was called upoa to 

speak. Mrs. Glueck recalls how proud ·she was t hi 
o m, when at that 

mo111ent, with no previous warning to the Board, he extended an invitation 

to Dr. Baeck to come and teach at the College. Dr. Glueck told him to 

write his own ticket, to come for as long or as short a time 
88 

he 

428 
chose, but to come. The young president, so soon after his inaugura-

' • 

tion, was already taking the initiative in guiding the College where he 
• 

knew it ml1st go. As it turned out, Dr. Baeck accepted the invitation, 

and spent a portion of several years at HUC. 
• • . .. 

The :following morning, lt"arch 14, 1948, a special 0 .Message of Israel'' 
• • 

radio broadcast originated in the College Chapel, with Dr. Glueck repeating 

his Inaugural Address.429 The last significant event of the Ioaugur:ation 
• 

• • • 
• 

had been concluded. Nelson Glueck was now officially in control. 
• . . . v 

April 61 1948 Executive Committee Meeting 

An agreement was reached with the UAHC that no gifts or bequests of 
.. . . . .. . 430 

less than $1,000 were to be formally solicited by either body. _ . . 
I • . 

-
~y 30, 1948 Board of Governors Meeting 

• 

. the UAHC had set up a College of Jewish 
before this meeting in 1947, 

, 

. . .. . . . . ~ . . . Glueck objected to the use of 
Studies in Los Angeles, California. Dr.· . . 

. . . HUC activity. Be wanted to 
th i with any non• e word ''College"' in connect on ~ 

1 

. · 1 of the Hebrew Union .. · i prov nee 
k.eep ''College'' education the exclus ve 

. . esulted in a resolution 
College. 431 Therefore, this Board meet~n~ : : ' .i:. . . 

• 

that the: 
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, 

• • .Los Angeles College of J .. 
the joint auspices of the H bewish Studies be under 
the Union of American H b e rew Union College and 

e rew Congregat· 
more, that same be subject to s . ions, further-
of the Hebrew Union Colle tupervision and direction 
and curricul,1m and that igtebau horities as to :faculty 

e named th ''HUC College of Jewish Studies.••432 e -UAHC 
, 

June 7, 1:21~8 Board of Governors Meeting 

96 

• 
• 

The College takes another step on the path to merger with the JIR. 

A resolution was passed which read: 

The Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Institute of 
Religion resolve to unite for the strengthening and 
advancement of Judaism in America and throughout the 
world. The right to serve the Jewish people in its 
entirety (K' lal Yisrael),. with freedom for faculty 
and students alike, is axiomatic. 

• 

This united institution shall continue to maintain 
schools in Cincinnati and New York, with Nelson Glueck 
as President and Stephen s. Wise and Julian Morgenstern 
as Presidents Emeriti. Upon this union we invoke the 

' 

• 

blessings of God.433 . . ,. .. 
' .Ii • 

The proposal also carried the stip11lation that the merged Board of 
• 

Governors was to consist of one-third JIR people and two-thirds HUC 

representatives. The proposed name change to Hebrew Union College

Jewish Institute of Religion was also approved in principle.~34 The 
~. 

final arrangement was not consrmimated until 1950. :But this was 8 step 
• • 

• • 

-
• ' . • • • in that direction. . 

I 

• 

• • 

In his President's Report, Dr. Glueck alluded to a further change 
. -. 

in the name of the Los Angeles school: . \ :.. -. 
. 

., it in LOS Angeles bas been 
• • .the name of our un C llege of Jewish studies 
changed to The :r..os Angeies e~ewish Institute of 

Religion - founded and sp~n 35 · · · · 
American Hebrew Congregations. . 

am would be set up in 
lie :t\arth d that a pre-rabbinic progr 

·er announce ment of his ith an endorse 
Loa Angeles• 4. 36 Then Dr• Glueck pushed on w 
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program for growth; The Christian Fellows program, 
Graduate Fellov-

shiPS, better Speech facilities b 
' a etter Education Department, and 

deYelopment of the Undergraduate Program and the Archivea.437 We shall. 
- . 

see that it was a characteristic of Dr Glu k t 
• ec o constantly keep his 

aims before the Board. They all did not mat 1 11 er a ze at once. But one 

by one they found fulfi J J nient, a remarkable accomplishment on Glueck' 
8 

part. 
I ' . 

An appendix to the minutes of this meeting refers to the opening 

of the Hebrew Union School of Jewish Sacred Music, which is to take 
4;8 

place October 16, 1948. Another milestone of growth_ for the College. 

Executive Committee Meeting 

Dr. Glueck makes his first faculty appointment. At this meeting it 

was annotmced that Dr. Ellis Rivkin would Join the faculty of the 

Cincinnati School. 439 Students of Dr. Rivkin, this writer included, have 

often heard him relate the story ot how Dr. Glueck promised him complete 

academic freedom and religious freedom in his teaching at the College. 

This ability to find good men and let them express themselves freely 

· ult b oad in perspective and contro- · would event1ially result in a tac Y r · ' 

Versial . B t Melson Glueck always stood behind his in some instances. u .a.1 . 

That we shall see as we. proceed. 
faculty in natters of academic freedom. 

. . ,.,.~ laincy also came up at this meeting: 
The issue of the military cuaP 

tion to the pressing need 
The President called at!;~er discussion, the opinion 

was expressed that this o 
th C C A R and the u.A.a.c. . . . 

e • • • • .. 
- . . . - s to have great implica-

Tb · d,""' very innocent, wa 
ls Board decision, outvar ...., . · · ·was that 

. . id here iJDPlici tly' . 
tiona in future years. What the :soard sa , 

Let others set up the policy 
ad t chaplain&• 
~ ucation is our business, no 
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and we will assist them to the best of our abilitv. 
., This decision 

took place close to the period of the Ko W 
rean ar. In the late l96o's, 

.. 

when resistance to the draft became very strong, 
· the separation of 

academic training and military obligation wa t b 
s o ecome crucial. 

1249 

Board of Governors Meeting 
• 

With an eye to the future, Jack Skirball of Los Angeles was 

• appointed to the Board or Governors. 441 It was a wise choice, for 

Sldrball would become a prime mover in the growth of the California 

School. In his President's Report, Dr. Glueck noted that the f'olirth 

floor of the Sisterhood Dormitory in Cincinnati bad been opened. 442 And, 

in a significant academic decision, the faculty recommended that the 

School apply to the State of Ohio for permission to grant a Ph.n.443 

Finally, Dr. Robert Katz voiced his wholehearted endorsement of: 

steps now being taken to supplement the academic 
c1lrriculum with instruction in practical aspects of 
the rabbinate.444 

• 

Board of Governors Meeting 

At 
. 

. . • 

of the Jm with BUC. But he did did not live to see the formal merger , . · . 
. 

He 

see his prophetic words 
f'ulfilled in the election ot Nelson Glueck as his 

• • • 
• 

, 

successor. 
on this Board meeting, so much so 

Budgetary matters weighed ~ea~ up • 
seriously considered. 

that the possibility of curtailing program ,.was 

inancial condition, the 
In view of our present f ommended wi thdraving our 1 
Budget Committee bas :: New York School of !e~1~1:8 financial support of . the school of sacre · -
Education but continuins , 
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Thi& motion was first passed, then rescinded, thua saving the schooi.446 

In another action designed to help financially, the Board raised 

the dormitory fee from $550 to $650 At that t"--- HUC ba 447 
• · ~ d no tuition. 

so raising the dormitory charge was the only avenue of increased finan-

cial participation on the part of students. 

ts 
• • 

In his President's Report, Dr. Glueck agreed that the College was 

.beset with grave financial problems ••• "448 But he also cited 
• 

positive developments in the College. The Department of H11man Relations 

was a great success. ~4.9 The Muse1.111 was "on tour'", showing throughout 

the country. 4.5o A speech program in cooperation with the University of 

Cincinnati was proceeding beautj fUJ ly. 451 The College now had 12 

pre-rabbinic atudents.4.52 So there were some bright spots • . Dr. Glueck 

vent on to stress the necessity of College-trained faculty: .. . . 

• • • we must methodically plan to train from among 
011r own rabbinical graduates the scholars who ~ill 
desire and be able to carry on our higll academic 
standards at the College.453 

More Christian Fellows were at .the College, Dr. Glueck continued. Be 

also - f th rger would continue to stated that HUC and JIR, in spite o e me ' . · 

have separate 
The 11 at 

• • 

. . to date• Finally' Dr• Glueck 
least• has stretched into over 20 years ~ . _ . 

·J • • raduates of HUC and Jm find 
recommended a Placement Bureau to help g . : . . . , 

• . • • • • • 

jobs afte; ordinatio~.455 

d f Governors Meeting 
9ctob~r 19, 12.4~ Boar o 

. Dr. Glueck stated that: 
In his President's Report, · 

. .· d rmitory is most 
ied students o 

The need tor a marr 
urgent.456 . . ' · tb project. 

al tunds tor e 
Be urged the Board to accept Feder 

• • 

• 

This had 
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neYer been a real problem for HUC 1 n the past. Very few ot the men vho 
bad come to the College in the past bad b . 

een married. In many cases 
this was because previous administrations had di 

sco~raged marriage while 
457 

in school. But the situation had ehang· ed. A · 
nd Dr. Glueck wanted to 

be prepared. J 

• 

Janua,ri ~5 1 195~ - Board ·of Governors Meeting • 
• • 

The year 1950 marked the 75tb anniversary of the founding of the 

Hebrew Union College• Significantly, the forinal merger of the HUC and 

JIB occurred at the first Board meeting of that momentous year. This · 

meeting not only approved the terms of the merger, but joined the boards 

of HUC and JIR for the first time in one meeting. 458 Prior to this 

meeting, Nelson Glueck had technically been president of two separate 

institutions with two separate boards. Now there was one joint 

institution with one Board of Governors. 
• • 

Also significant was a proposal set forward to create a \roint 
• 

• 

Placement Commission for jobs, thus eliminating competition between the 

men at the two schools. That plan was referred for turther study to 

the next meeting. 459 But the important fact was that the merger bad been 

Uni n College had a presence in New York. . 
consummated. The Hebrew o 

f th College's influence into the 
Nelson Glueck had pushed the borders 0 e 

• , 
• 

. " . 
) 

East. 

Other significant events 
75th anniversary year inclu~ed 

during the 
46o one with Dr. Glueck 

ts on the College, 
two nMessage of Israel" broadcas 

461 
and the other with Maurice Eisendrath. 
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M?-Y 21 192,9, Board of Governors Meeting , 
• 

Due to the 

aside the issue 

great controversy surrounding the plan, the Board put 

of the Placement Commission tor furth t d 462 .er s u y. 

Dr. Glueck's President's Report stressed academic standards as an 

area where firming up would have to be done. He announced that the 

M.H.L. degree would henceforth only be given after a written and oral 

examination. The M.H.L. would be separate from the title of Rabbi. 

Thus, Christians could attain the degree; it would become an earned 

degree, and rabbinic students were not bound to take the examination. 463 

Moreover, new standards were now, at least theoretically, to apply 

to candidates for the title of Rabbi: • 

• The award of the degree of Rabbi will be based not 
only on academic considerations, but on those of 
aptitude for the calling, involving such factors as 
personalit~ orientation, and general spiritual 
q11ali ties. ~4 

Dr. Glueck went on to refer to the Undergraduate Program: 
. 

For all practical purposes, we have reintroduced 

in Cincinnati. • • 5 -

'l. . . 

' 

the status of the M.H.L. and ~ In one fell swoop, Dr. Glueck bad raised 

ti . firmly reestablished the feederrabbinic degrees and at the same me 

of Isaac Mayer Wise• The news 
school concept of the Preparatory Program 

ied .by good news of another sort. The 
of higher standards was accompan 

466 . The College thus ended the year 
budget for the year balanced• , . 

d financially. stronger, both academically an 
• 

• 
• 

. committee Meeting 
Executive Dr. sylvan Schwartzman 

.ractical rabbinics. 
~une 19, 19~0 

A new step in the path of p · of Education. 467 
.· - in the Department 

, professor 
\las engaged as the eoUege 8 
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pctober .l~z ~92? Board of Governors Meeting 

At this meeting, the Joint Placement Comm· i 
iss on plan was finally 

468 I h. p . · . 
passed. n is resident• s Report Dr Gl ck 

' • ue announced the engaging 

of a new administrator for the library, Mr. Herbert Zafren.469 He is in 

charge of the library even today, over twenty years later. 

1951 

Januar:Y 24, 1,251 
a a I r I 

Board of Governors Meeting 

The year 1951 would bring both conflict and achievement for the 

Glueck administration. The year began, however, with a question. Dr. 

Glueck, as we have seen, wanted a large student body at BUC-JIR. Mone-

tary considerations, though, made unlimited expansion difficult. Addi-

tional faculty and nev facilities would undoubtedly be necessitated by 

new students in greater numbers. Dr. Glueck put the question directly 

to the Board: • 
• .. . . ... 

• • .I should like to propose to this Board the con- · 
sideration of a matter of fUndamental pol!cb. How 
large shall our combined student body be~ 1 · 

The Board apparently set no ceiling, at least no perar18nent ceiling. 

grew , '°rger and larger, vi th Dr. Glueck always We shall see that classes .1.a 

t h Sitant alumni, that there would always be 
maintaining, in answer o e 

dusting seniors. Through 1972, at least, 
more than enough jobs for ·gra 

Dr. Glueck has proved to be an accurate prophet. 

~y 16, 19~1 Board of Governors Meeting 

Pressure now began for 
f rabbinic branch of HUC~IR 

the creation .o a 

in California. Jack Skirball spoke up first: 
bat the time bas now 

Skirball reported t "bilitY for 
Mr• Jack H • .. Jm to assume respons1 1 te college 
come for the HUC stated that a defin 
that institution. He 
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in that ar~a sponsored b 
necessary.471 Y the HUC-JIR is highly 

'fbe press11re was increased by the . 4 

presence ot the Conservative Movement 
vbo already had made a move to the ~ t · · ' ... es coast: 

Rabbi Edgar Magriin also empha . 
from the University of Juda-i sized the competition 
J · h he sm, sponsored by th 

ewis T ological Seminary of New York.472 e 

• 

The challenge was clear. Time would demonstrate HUC' 8 response. 

Dr. Glueck's report dealt with many issues in addition to the · 

question of the Los Angeles school. He had significant new~ first in the 
• 

area of academics: • 

At the graduation exercises in Cincinnati, there 
will be awarded for the first time in the history 
of o\1r school t~e earned degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy. • • 73 . . 

• 

• . . 

It was a great announcement in the history of the College. The first 

Ph.D. degrees. Three men, A. Stanley Dreyfus, Ezra Spicehandle.r and 

Hillel A. Fine became part of College history in receiving their Doc- . 

torates. For Nelson Glueck, who loved scholarship so dearly, that 

moment must have been a great personal thrill. • . . . 

But there was more news. The Union of American Hebrew Coogrega-

• 

tions, after 78 years in downtown Cincinnati, vas moving its offices to 

New York. Bera of New York had s·pearheaded a .fUnd-raising 
Dr. Albert A. u 

· into its own building at 838 Fifth 
drive which enabled the UAHC to move 

• 

Avenue. 474 . . . 
• • 

• • 

. Dr. Glueck noted in his 
tb Board that the move would take 

report to e 

Place soon: 
• 

• . ~ . • • • 

• 

.... J, ~ 

. . American Hebrew con~ • 

In October' 1951, the Union oif ation will dedicate . 
patron organ z ' cted in ~ gregations, our ificent structure ere . 

its new home in the magn 
New York. 475 
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The move of the UAHC had implications t th 
or e future of the College. 

Tbe leadership of the UAHC wanted to be in th t . 
e grea metropolis of 

New York. The question in many peoples' minds was whether or not the 

college would follow the Union to 11 the big city n It i 
· • s a question 

still being debated today• We shall observe some of the results of 

that debate. 
• • 

In addition to the other items in his report, Dr. Glueck read 
8 

letter which lamented the inroads which Louis Finkelstein and the Jewish 
. 

' . 

Theological Seminary had made ·1n Los Angeles. The letter pleaded for · 

HUC...JIR to act and to create a school in Los Angeles. · But no action was 

taken by the Board at that time.476 

Finally, a Coinrni ttee on Rabbis reported that Dr. Glueck' s estimate 

of the need for more rabbis had been correct. They concluded that the 

College should admit 32 - 33 new men every year through 1961, adding that 

that was a conservative estimat~. 477 The College thus had to prepare 

for an influx of students such as it had never previously seen. 

• 

• 

In the CCAR Yearbook of. 1951, Nelson .Glueck gave further notice 

l . b d New York and Cincinnati: that his vision extended substantial Y eyon · 

ha inevitable that the 
It was natural and per P(~ M Wise and s. Wise) 
rabbinical schools tbe~bi • d ~s the Hebrew Union 
created should have . co:e ~~ Religion to :further the478 . . ·' 
College-Jewish I~sti~ this land and elsewhere. • • 
practice of Judaism 1 

Glueck would not hold back. 
th And Nelson 

The time was ripe for grow · • . . . '~· -~ . .. .. · 

9ctober 3, .~51 . tive committee Meeting 
Exe CU . 

. l that tuition be charged 
troversial proposa . 

Dr. Glueck made the con He suggested that 
. . story of the college• 

for the first time in the hi ferred for further 
479 The proposal was re . 

the tUition charge be $500· 
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• 

study. "' . 

At the same meeting it was moved _that the committee 
recoD1DJend a 

renewal in Dr• Glueck' s contract to the Board of Governors• The recom-

mended renewal period was .17 years The mot~· 480 • ~on passed. .. 

9ctop~! ~9, .1921 Board of Governors Meeting 

The Board, rejecting the proposal of the Executive Committee, 

elected Dr. Glueck president tor life instead of for only. seventeen 
• -• 

years. After less than four years as president, Glueck had impressed 
• 

the Board to the extent that they extended life tenure to him.481 How, 

with his future secure, Dr. Glueck pushed harder than ever for a rejec-

tion of complacency and, in its place, action: 
• .. . • 

Either American Judaism shall continue to grow as 
an integral part of the American scene in sturdy and 
creative self-reliance, or it shall waste and wither.482 

• 

• 

At the same time, he tried to assuage the fears of Board members who 

dreaded the College being accused of taking in draft-dodgers in time of 
• • 

war. That was not in Glueck' s plans for expansion: 

'fhe Board may be reassured that your school is 
leaning over backward to attempt to ~e sm: tha~3o · 
draft-dodgers are being entered upon our lists. 

• 

• 
• 

The McCarthy era had its effect, even on HUC-JIR. 

Nov~mber 21, 1951 Administrative Board Meeting 

• 

Dr 
Glueck announced hi• plans tor the 

Two matters of interest. • . 

& J I 

. · 484 At the same 
in Religious Education. . granting of a .Masters Degree . 

ult an act which . sandmel to the fac y, 
llleeting he nominated Dr· ssmuel · 

. in the area of Bible 
brought to HUC-JIR one of its greatest sc_hoJ.ars i • . , 

• 

&nd 485 . . . Hellenistic Literature• . . · 
• • • 
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• I • 

once the UAHC moved to New York in 1951, 
rumors flew hot and heavy 

that the College-Institute would move with it. 

asked about the 
Nelson Glueck, when 

possibility of the College moving, would answer as 

clearly as possible: • 

to move from Cincinnati. Over my dead body.~ ng 

There was no question in Dr. 'Glueck's mind that the College must remain 

in Cincinnati. The difficult question to be answered, however, was how 

to create a viable working relationship with the New York school. 

Januaq .. 161 192~ Board of Governors Meeting 

The year began with the Board granting Dr. Glueck permission to 

charge tuition for the first time in the history of the College. The 

$500 proposal was whittled down to $350, but the College now had a 
' . ' . . 

tuition fee. 487 Money was the key issue at this meeting, with the Board 

· given three options through which to extricate 1 tselt from the financial 
• 1 • 

problems at hand. Either more money had to be secured from the UAHC, 

or it had to be raised by the Board. The third choice was a drastic 
•' 

cut-back th College 488 None of the options looked 
in expenditures by e • . .. 

. 

particularly promising. But one of them was nece~sar~. 
•• . . 
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at HUC-JIR had to be ready to switch f 
rom school to school 

cumstances require 1 t: . , ahOUld cir-
• • • i)' " • • r ·• r ... :tJ .. 

' 

• 

. . 

• • • (A rec011111enda tion th t) . . . . . . 
be made to all enteri at .explicit announcement 
th · ng s udents t · ey may be required to tran . • • • o the effect that 
New York or from New York tosfer ~rom Cincinnati to 
part of the curriculum . Cincinnati, tor such 
part of the school, and~s r::h:; best pursued in either 
necessitate the additi , that our plans may 

ti 
on of a sixth mo on, duly carried.491 year,. was, upon . 

Dr. Glueck concentrated his r~po t · '• '
1 

• · • · • • •. •· 
r on the complexities of the ~ev 

• 

• • 
arrangement: - l 

But: 

• 

The initial intention was ~nd i 
t 

· rema ns one f aeul ty 
one s udeut body, one single curricul , 
philosoph um, one central 
' . . Y, one graduation, one diploma, and one 
~nbypbenated and pronounceable name ••• 492 

• • 
• • 

. 
• • • ' ' 

It is, of course, possible tor the Board ••• to 
maintain and develop two complete schools under one 
administration, should the Board eventually decide 
that such is the course to be followed. 

• •• the administration reserves the right to transfer 
Cincinnati or Nev York students. • .for any portion of 
their 

4 
academic program to either part of the school ·· 

• • . 9} 
. . . . . • 

. . . 

• 

Dr. Glueck and the Board, in effect, were declaring that the only 
I • • 

• 

• 

-
solution they saw at that time to the aim of one student body· was a 

• • . .. 

' 

• 

' ,. 

. 
Switching between schools in the course of a five, or perhaps aix, year 

• 
. . . . 

- . . , . 
l . 

• 

Program. Fu.ture events would prove the pl.all to be an unvise choice • . . . . . . . 
• • L • 

Dr. Gluee~ cl~sed his report by announcing the arrival ot a new 
• 

t · · · . '-i 494 He voiced the 
oreign student in Cincinnati, Isaac Jerusha.ua • 

• 
• 

ho · · · ·· uld toUow Jerusbalmi to HUC-JIR. 
Pe that more foreign students wo ~ - . . . . . . .... . 

'I · · · · · · ll · . and today, one of 1 ts finest 
O\lng Jerushalmi stayed at the Co eg~, . . . . . . ... 

The 

. , 

Ped . . . .. . " t the Cincinnati school. 
igogues , . he teaches a 
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septembe,r. J?., 1952 
- Executive Committee Meeting 

• 

In the early 50's, Nelson Glueck began 8 series of trips to the 

Negev, heading an archaeological survey that aimed at combing the lfegev, 

mile by mile. 4.95 His travels sometimes kept him away from the College 

during the academic year. At this meeting the Board established a pre

cedent which they followed for many years thereafter, appointing 

nr. Jacob Rader Marcus as acting-president in Glueck's absence.496 It 

was a wise choice. Generations of students at the College came under 
• • 

the kind, principled influence of the great historian. His philosophy 
• 

• • 
• 

with regard to students was a simple one: 
• • 

When I came to the College, I was a lonely, insecure 
boy. I made up my mind to give the students what I 
didn't get. And that wa~ friendship, advice, ~nd 
above all honest advice. 97 : . \ .. 

'~ f 

• 

He has followed that philosophy throughout his career, president or 

no. • 

• 

• 

;November .19, .1352 
a 

Board of Governors Meeting • 

Dr. 

new idea 

• 

l offered the Board a bold, Glueck, having returned from Israe ' 

- an HUC-JIR presence in Jerusalem: 

. t the Gove1·nment ot Israel. e • 
Your President suggested o . sed the HUC would be 
th~t if the money could_be ra~ebr~w Union College House 
interested in establishing ~in a library, chapel, small 
in Jerusalem. It would con and about 10 dormitory 

l ffice workroom, It would lecture hal ' 0 · ' 11 dining room, etc• 
rooms, a kitchen, a sma rters for our students . 
serve as a hostel and beadqhua might be studying or worlt-

d graduates w o d would serve as 
and faculty an f lilllited periods, an Department . 

a base for the projec e 4 
l Archaeology. · 

of Biblica · . nt on the part 
. · bal agreeme 

. d repeated ver a choice site . 
We have a firm a~ tbat it will give us ahead with the . 
of the aovernme~ J rusalem, if ve go 

e in e free of charg 
scheme.499 
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TbUS far, Dr• Glueck had merely asked the B d t 
oar o approve the idea 

principle, Only to be undertaken if he, personally, could raise the 

fUilds, or if they could be found elsewhere. But he firmly declared 

that a Reform presence in Israel could only help the College: 

I believe that the public relations values achieved 
through the visit of the President of the HUC-JIR to 
Israel were of the highest possible kind. • • r hope 
to visit Israel soon again and repeatedly.500 

in 

Few people could have imagined, except, perhaps, Nelson Glueck himself, 

that the ''house in Jerusalem'' idea proposed at this meeting would 

result in a 1D8gnificent campus in Jerusalem for HUC-JIB. Nevertheless, 

this was the first description of what was to become the Jerusalem 

school. 
• 

• • 

In the co11rse of bis report, Dr. Glueck noted that the College 
• 

nov had three foreign students.501 He was also able to announce that 
. . I 

the College and the UAHC would henceforth .~ivide Combined Campaign 
-• 

funds on a 50-50 basis, a great boon to HUC.502 B~~ more funds were 

As the Budget Report pointed out, the Rosenwa·ld Fun·' d. sorely needed. ~ , . ~ 
" ... that the Los had been exha11sted.503 This meant, among other things, 

· Dr. Glueck referred 
Angeles school would have to wait 8 little longer. 

to its 
• 

present status: ( , . -
. f 

the Los Angeles College o 
The program of work at last month. It is 

' 

Jewish Studies collllllenced ugh it• southern califo55f: 
sponsored by the UAH~, th~~h the College-Institute. 
Council, in cooperation w i~ 

b to move soon ~ that he would ave 

• 

And be began to take 
He must have realized, however, 

f Reform Judaism. 
Los Angeles was to be a center o 

. . 
• 

steps to shorten the wait. • 
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necembe.r 19, 195~ Adini i 
... n strative Board Meeting 

The year ended w1 th a 
discussion of possible 

new names for the 
Some ot the names suggested college-Institute. 

were: 
• 

' 

A. American University for Judaism 

B. • 

Hebrew Union College - an Institut f 
e o Religion 

c. 

D. 

Union College - A Jewish Institute ot Beligion 

The Hebrew Union College of Religion 

The Hebrew Union Institute of Religion505 

With the committee unable to agree on a i 6 ngle name, the meeting ad~ 

E. 

jo11rned. 

1953 

Jal!uary 14, ~95~ Board of Governors Meeting 

Dr. Glueck enunciated his insistence that daily chapel services 

were to be held at the College. Here Dr. Glueck spoke of services at 

the New York schoo1.5o6 But this writer recalls another incident 

• 

• 

which demonstrated just how committed to services Dr. Glueck really was. 

On one occasion, Rabbi Herbert Friedman of the United Jewish Appeal 

came to speak at the college in Cincinnati. This writer, who was 
. 

scheduled to conduct chapel services that morning, yielded to Rabbi 
• 

Friedman 
' so as to give him more than the fifteen minutes he would have 

had a~er services. th after Dr Glueck was informed of that 
Shortly ere ' • 

• 

tact. t h 
. he summoned ~e from the dining room of 

I will never forge ow 
d to meet him in the Chapel at 

the Sisterhood Domitory and instructe me . 
l d t The service was held, with 
: 00 for a service, which I would con uc • . 

this 'Writer, 

tic1pants. 

. t de~t David wucher the only par-
Dr. Glueck and a fellow s u ~ . 
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. . 

Dr. Glueck was also co1111111tted to the proposition that the National 

Federation of Temple Youth, the Reform movement's youth ~rm, coul~ be a 

particularly fruitf'ul source of rabbinic students. - At this me~ting he 
• 

referred to three NFTY Pilgrimage weekends to the College as an effec

tive means of recruiting future rabbis.507 Dr. Glueck understood hov 

important youth contact could be to the College. He welcomed every 

youth group with an eye ~o the future. 
• • 

Marcp .~6, 192} 
L a 

• 

, . 

• . ' 

Dr. Glueck presents the details of the academic merger. After 

much discussion, Dr. Glueck advanced the following plan for the academic 

Of the Nev York and Cincinnati schools: program 

A. There are to be two schools. .. 

•• 

• 

l3. The first two years of rabbinic training may be spent either 
at the Mew York or Cincinnati campus. 

c. 

D. 

. 

to be STient by all students at the The next three years are r 

Cincinnati school. 

The last, or siJct~ year 
New York school.5 

is to be spent by all students at the 

t D Jacob Marcus, who In offering this proposal, Glueck vetoed a plan o r • 

· lusively at the New York 
f . st two years exc had urged him to make the ir 

. i ti 509 
t~ee years in Cine nna .• .. school, with the last 

Negative reaction 
the part of New York men came to the plan on 

who at that time was Director 
a ,_ost tel Rabbi Daniel Davia, 

-4.111 immedia Y • recalled how badly the 
of Reform synagogues, 

of the New York Federation i e emerging congrega-
d ts to serv c bbinic stu en 

llAHc needed more mature ra men alone could not 
d second year 

t k ea First an sincerely afraid ions in the Bew Yor ar • gues were · 
d bi& collea 

In addition, he an •eet the need. 
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that this plan would mean the eventual closing of the New York 

soon involve 
which was to 

Nelson Glueck in one of the most difficult problems of 

his presidency, the formation of a second Reform rabbinical school in 

New York. 
• I 

In the CCAR Yearbook of 1953, Dr. Glueck presented his plan to 

the entire rabbinate with this introduction: 

The merger is the result of the creative forces 
of Reform Judaism which brook no turning back or 
standing still in the wondrous process of the 
constant revitalization of our faith.511 

• 

He caref11J Jy explained how the difference in the credit hour system of 

the two schools had required revision, and laid out for the CCAR men 
. . . . .. 

the concept of the sixth-year internship program in Nev York.512 But 

this was to become an emotion-charged issue. As we shall see, explana

tions would not be enough. Dr. Glueck defended the plan as a fair and 

necessary o.ne: 

Our program represents a realistic division of work 
which accomplishes our mandated objective of a single 
school graduating classes of the same training an 

' lt. to one AJ ma Mater• Time and ex-
single loya ies ma well indicate the necessity 
perience, I repeat, Y Nothing in this program 
of modification and eba~:es.ore the academic year of 
is froze a forever• Fur or:~he ~erger program begins 
1953-54 must elapse bef wait after that for another 
to be consummated. To ti merely means turther 

b f . re implemen ng, TM·-+h year or two e o ate schools. ~'"v er 
attempts to maintain twoisepa~r simply invites deepen-
delay beyond next acad~m i c i~:s among our alumni, 
ing and perpetuating d vds dditional strength and sun
weakening our bard-gaine a "'"nve waited too long 

ity We may i.1a . dering ~owing un • - · 

already• 5l} · th fairness and 
,.,.1 " on both e 

• • 

Bu who disagreed stron~ 
t there were those make t;beir voices heard. 

And they began to 
necessity of the proposal. 
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-
With the Bew York issue d id 

ec ed, at least in his own mind, Dr. 

President's Report he stated: 

I think that the time is ripe f o th 
ment of such a movement. (in Is~ae1)5I~tablish-

After recotmnending that the College 1nvit .pi e ~ ve or six Israelis to 

come to study at HUC-JIR,515 he t s ressed his desire for an HUC branch 

in Jerusalem: 

We need ~ small branch of our school in Jerusalem, 
with a library, class and workrooms, a chapel and 8 
small dormitory. 

If we had our own building in Jerusalem, our 
students, faculty and altnnni who come to Jerusalem 
for various periods could be domiciled there.516 

The plan for Jerusalem was being slowly refined in his mind. In 
\ 

another vein, Dr. Glueck mentioned that students at the American 

schools now served 90 congregations over the High Holy Days and 50 
• 

pulpits on a bi-weekly basis.517 Then he turned his attention to the 

west coast and Los Angeles: 

The time has come, we believe, when we ought to 
establish in Los Angeles a school which will have 
the first two years of complete tra1g1ng for the 
Bachelor of Hebrew Letters degree. 5 

We can see another plan evolving here, 
. . 

foca.i point of a multi-school complex. 

8 plan to make Cincinnati the 

It is clear that Los Angeles 

• 

. for the last three-year 
and New York were to be two year feeder schools 

Future events, however, 
section of rabbinic training in Cincinnati. . 

Vol.ll.d modify that grand design• 
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1954 ' • 

The year 1954 would see the beginnings of the Los Angeles school 

of HUC-JIR. But the year began with closer ties to Israel. In a 

letter to Dr. Glueck, David Ben-Gurion asked him to r t t 
1 1 e t>rn o srae 

pex·manently and to do his work there.519 Of course Glueck did not go. 
• • 

But the respect which he COT01nanded in Israel, evidenced by this letter, 
\ . 

placed him even more firmly on the path to Jerusalem. 
\ 

Board of Governors Meeting 

The opening of the Los Angeles School was announced to the Board. 

At this meeting the Board of Governors voted a $10,000 appropriation 

for the p11rpose of initiating a 2-year academic program in Los Angeles 

. 520 leading to the granting of the Bachelor of Hebrew Letters degree. 

Recently, Dr. Alfred Gottacalk, now president of HUC-JIR, told the story 

of the early history of the school: 
.. . 
' 

• . ' . . 

• • 

• 

Our California School was chartered in 1954 when 1 t 
became apparent tbat the westward tilt in Jewish 
population could have great significance ford o~. 
Retox:• movement. President Nelson Glueck an d 1r-

d Herbert R. Bloch, authoriz·e my 
man of the Boar ' 1 h Z ldin to open pre-rabbinic 
predecessor, Rabbi Isa 8 

B ~ vard Temple. Of course 
classes at the Wilshirei o tea pioneer effort to see 
this vas to be an exper ~~if ornia could take a 
if the soil of southe~t :id. The classes were small, 
transplant. Take itit t , s cO!l!lllitment to quality 
but the College-Inst u e ainds and devoted young .· . 
education attracted fi:eacademicians and rabbis con-521 
Jewish spirits. Jewis Budgets were non-existent. 

. tribute'1 their services. 

The first step had been taken• · 
- h re.of influence of the And the sp e 

• 

ontinent. · 
CoUege now spanned the c feasor in College 

: 

. . . 

the first Christian pro 
.At the same meeting, 522 In engaging ·· ·-· 

incinnati faculty •. 
history was added to the C h Department, the Board 

1 
the college'• speec 

Loweu G. Mccoy to hand e 
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gained a gifted, perceptive individual who quickly gained 
a reputation 

for fairness and concern for studenta, 
in addition to pedagogic ability. 

Dr. Glueck proposed another 1 
nnovative plan in his report to the 

Board at this time: 

• • .we would like to institute a &ltrm•er camp . - . 
lasting from six to eight weeks at Towanda, 
(Pennsylvania). • • Regular faculty b 

• • 

1 t · 11em era would 
g ve en ering students intensive instruction in 
basic Hebrew and also an introduction to the 
history and philosophy of Reform Judaism.523 

• 

I f • I 

w1ly the Towanda program? Well, first ot all a caiap facility had been 

donated to the College by a family named KaUfman.524 It had to be 
• 

utilized. More important, however, was the issue of College standards. 

We have seen how Dr. Glueck envisioned an ever-growing student body. 

But many of the men who applied to the College had very little for•Ml 

training. The Towanda program was designed to prepare entering stu .. 

dents, as completely as possible, for the courses they would take in 

the first year at the College. Dr. Glueck on many occasions made it 

clear to the students that he was willing to give a chance to any yo11ng 

Jewish man with a sincere desire to become a Reform rabbi. Towanda 

Wh this writer attended the program, the 
became the proving ground. en 

• • 

Only requirement for entry vas an ability to rea_d Hebrew. But once 

toug. h, challenging grind• It enabled the 
the program began, it was a 

• 

8 dJninistration to determine, 
· who could do the work and to some degree, . 

f i ld There is no Towanda 
other e • 

~ho might be better off in soo~ 
. . the College and then was 

The camp program moved to 
which ve will later describe. 

Program today. 
ear in Israel, 

dropped in favor of a first Y l D Glueck's Pan . b in line vitb r. 
But th ...as verY muc · 

e Towanda program ..... · ~ demic standards • 
- . 9.'lbile- maintaining its aca 
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Board of Governora Meeting 

In an attempt to meet rising costs, 

to $700 a year.525 
the Board raised the dormitory 

• 
• 

Emergency Meeting of the Board of Governors 

The College commits itself to Israel. Meeting in emergency session, 

the Board heard a letter which Dr. Glueck had sent from Israel. He had 

been offered a piece of land in Jerusalem for a branch of HUC-Jm, and 

be needed the approval of the Board.526 The board passed a resolution 

in response to that letter: 

Resolved, that Nelson Glueck, as President of the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 
be and he hereby is authorized and empowered to 
sign and deliver in the name and behalf of the 
College an instru111ent ••• with the Government of 
Israel.527 

• 

• 

Dr. Glueck. contracted for the land, and returned in the fall to report 
• • •• • 

to the Board. 
• 

• 
• • 

October 27, 195.4 
a 

Board of Governors .Meeting 

The Board was informe. d . that the Jerusalem campus would cost roughly 

. f it: . ~ 528 Glueck described his plans or ,,soo,ooo. Dr. h 

. aduate department of 
The school represent~n:e~ed primarily for our 
the HUC-JlR, and is and faculty and Board 
ovn students, alumni529 

. . • 

members and friends. . 
s the fact that a School of Music bad 

Also llentioned in the report wa d 

been initiated at the Los Ange 
530 The Jerusalem an 

le& school. 

uld grow together. 
Los Angeles schools wo 

• 

• 
• 

• 

1 ' . 
. . aduates ~ho were 
ins from former JIR gr 

Pressure was intensif'Y de xev York only a 
i b in effect, ma 

r Plan vb c, 
llnhappy with the merge 
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two-year school. Alumni of the JIR who r b 
' emem ered the determined 

struggle of Stephen Wise to preserve JIR 
, were now afraid that all 

hiS efforts would be swept aside by Glueck and the Board. JIR alumni 

begged Dr. Glueck to reconsider, but he retused.531 Rabbi Edward Klein, 

Stephen Wise's assistant and successor, remembered that Glueck cited 

financial difficulties as one factor in his refusal to bend. The 
• 

presence of a larger faculty in Cincinnati was another reason he gave. 

Finally, Babbi Klein recalled that Dr. Glueck did not l:lke the pros-

pect of students studying in New York City. He felt that a smaller 

city with fever distractions would be more conducive to productive 

scbolarship.532 Mrs. Glueck, too, remembers her husband's deep con

viction that the greatest centers of Jewish learning historically were 

not big cities, but rather smaller locales.533 · 

In any event, Nelson Glueck's refusal to .compromise galvanized a 

small group of rabbis into action. Rabbi !Duis I. Newman, once an 

h Wi and then a rabbi in New York City, assembled assistant to Step en se, 

i d that 8 full Reform rabbinic a group of other rabbis vho were determ ne 

5}4 I 1955 be started the Academy 
school should exist in New York. n ' 

. the f cili ties of New Y.ork' s Temple Bodeph 
for Jewish Higher Learning in 8 . 

Shalom.5:?5 
• 

, ~ 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Rabbi Edward Klein, 8 
h . Academy with Rabbi Bewman, 

co-founder of t e 

Go~don and Moses Hadas taught a 
h N wman cyrus . . 

relBembered that e, e ' · rnors were assured 
d the Board of Gove · 1 ck an · 

tota1 9f 30 pupils. Dr. G ue HUC-Jm, but that it 
tended to compete vi th . 

that the Academy was not in · bool with a five-year 
:full rabbinic sc · 

'Would remain in e~istence until a . . . . , 
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program was established in New York. 
Students at the Academy were to 

be automatically enrolled at any resulti 5:;6 
ng school. The Academy was 

a direct challenge to Glueck. It was t be 
0 8 key issue during 1955 and 

i956. The future of the Coll 
ege would be greatly affected by any 

decision that was made. 

Board of Governors Meeting 

Perhaps in response to the mounting pressure from JIR alumni, 

Dr. Glueck' s first report of 1955 outlined the plans for the intern pro

gram designed for all students· in the sixth year of their College 

studies. Dr• Glueck suggested the possibility of granting a Doctor of 

Divinity Degree at the conclusion of that internship year.537 

Referring to the plans for the ~chool in Jerusalem, Dr. Glueck, 

who had committed himself to raise the necessary funds, announced that 

at one meeting he had obtained $100,000.538 He also announced that he 

would continue his periodic trips to Israel for the purpose of 

519 scholarly research, this with the consent of the Board. 

In May of 1955, Dr. Glueck wrote an article for the World Union 

. ' ual publication in which he described for Progressive Judaism s ann 

his plans 

• • 

us to an even wider audience: for the Jerusalem camp 

4) the Chairman of our Board 
This past s 1smer (195 ' · Bl h and the writer, 

Mr H rbert R. oc , 
of Governors, . • e with the Israeli Government, 
completed negotiatio~:est piece of ground in 
whereby the very cho1 . to the College-Institute 
Jerusalem bas been lease~ tomatically renewable 

r basis, au ·t· s on a forty-nine yea Institute author1 ie 

declare in writing e two-acre plot of groun ' 
ment. This eight-dunam ~~pertY of the King navi!iie 

Hotel and which co b or.ralls of the 01 
' to t e ~~ Valley of Hinnom . 
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Jerusalem, has been le 
tal ased to us to th ren of one Israeli P d r e symbolic 

rental was paid in adva~:.5toyear. Five years . 

• • .The plans are to p~ovide 
to seat between 350-400 eo 

1 
for a chapel or temple 

enough to hold about 50 ~OOP e, a library large 
a workroom, a photographic 1~~lumes, five classrooms, 
of dormitory rooms a suit f oratory, a small number 

. and a suite for a ~esidentedi~~c:~r:5~l8l professor 

Glueck made it clear that Reform had come to Israel: 
•. 

• • .that is our particular intention to teach and 
interpret Judaism there u according to our d _ 
standing of it.11 un er 

This is the Jerusalem school of the HUC-Jm. we 
shall hold our own type of Liberal services in our 
ovn synagogue, and all those who care to attend or 
to join as members will be welcome.542 

He stressed the life and vigor which the school demonstrated: 

• 

• 

We believe it not to be an accident but the result 
of the dynamism of our religious philosophy that the 
H.U.C.-J.I.R. has developed to its present strength 
Jewish Sacred Music in the history of Judaism, and 
that it is we who are about to build this religious 
and cult1>ral center in Jerusalem.543 

He also pointed out the potential of the school as a vehicle of 
• 

religious freedom in Israel: 

·r do not think that the importance of the direct and 
particularly indirect service our Jerusale~ Scb~~f . 
Chapel can serve to meet the real hunger o mfos 

l f an attractive form o 
the people of Israe or b 

. t d from state authority, can e 
Judaism, separa e 
exaggerated.544 

• 

• 

.. 

• 
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ot many who read it. 

I t t w.bi
cb must have stirred the imaginations 

t was a strong sta emen ' 
trontier tor Reform Judaism. 

It promised a new 

Board of aovernors Meeting . 
8111 in New York, 

, the academic progr 
The Board, rurther beefing up 

1 
51t-5 In his report, 

am at that scboo • 
Officially installed a n.H.L· progr 
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Dr· Glueck announced the first recipient of the newly created Masters 

of Jewish Religious Education Degree. The student, Rolf Schickler,546 

bas since become one of the Reform movement• 8 top educators. He serves 

today as the Religious School Administrator of Rockdale Temple in 

Cincinnati. 
• 

Dr. Glueck also mentioned Orthodox threats against HUC-JIR in 

Israel, but indicated that situations would be met as they arose.547 

A report of a balanced budget for the year ended a productive meet-. 

ing.548 But the matter of the New York school would have to be faced, 

and soon. 

o~.~ober g6, 1222 Board of Governors Meeting ·. •• 

With the Jerusalem school under way, Dr. Glueck turned his attention 

to the needs of the Cincinnati campus: 

I would like to bring to the attention of the 
Board the fact that within a maximum of five yea~~ 
it vill be imperatively ne~essary to add a wing 
our library building. • •5 9 

• 

• 

.. 

• 

i Prepare the Board a few years Here was the old pattern evidenced aga n. 

Let it simmer for a while, then -p~ess in advance of a formal proposal. . . r 

ful tudy of the minutes reveals that this was for action. A care s · 

Dr. Glueck1 s tactic 
. j p.roject he ever undertook. 

On almost every ma or . . . . 

t . .. the Board to the ruture, s direc ing It worked. But even while he wa 
' 

• • • • • 
• 

• 

he kept them awa~e of current needs: . . 
d of our acquiring a 

i rative nee f the There is an mpe in .Los Angeles or 550 
building of our own school there. • • 
growing needs of our f College growth. 

~ the next burst o 
Lo the Site O.a. . s Angeles was to be . .. 
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1956 
• 

The year 1956 would bring Nelson Gl k . 
uec his only major political 

But defeat. it would also be a year o~ "' new vistas in College history. 
This was a time when social reform was 1 th 

n e air. The Brown Decision 
by the Supreme Court in 1954· bad gi~nted N egroes new rights. High 

• 

hopes for social justice and equality had b een generated· Students and 

faculty of the College declared March 28 1956 a nN ti 1 ' a ona Deliverance 

nay of Prayer'' for Negroes in Alabama. 551 . The country was .broadening 

its perspective. Such was also the case with the College. • 
• • • 

Board of Governors Meeting 

Closer cooperation between the UAHC and the College was the key-

word at this meeting. The Combined Campaign Funds were to be divided 

evenly between the College and the Union.552 Camps and other .... fa.cili

ties were to be shared by both.553 An additional bit of good news was 

that a building bad been purchased in Los Angeles, where the new school 

would be situated.554 • • 

But there was also 8 crisis in the air. Dr. Glueck devoted his 

f th 1 h with the New York school 
President's Report to an analysis o e c as 

alumni. He noted- that the New York Federation of Reform Synagogues had, 
• ' · · t ·· intent on pressing their 

on May 23, 1955, passed a strong resolu. ion~ . 
. York area of mature rabbinic 

claim that Glueck was depriving the New 
iation of the Academy for Liberal 

atudents.555 Re then described the forne!IB . 
· 6 d the Board not to set vith-

Judais111 by .Louis 1. Nevnmn.55 But he urge 

oUt careful consideration. · · w uld · 
- . eel that no decision• ~57 

. . I very strongly f . mpulsion or duress. 
• • • • d r any co 
be arrived at un e 
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This was a characteristic of Nelson Glueck, tha 
t he reacted very . 

negatively to threats. This writ 
er recalls many occasions where the 

esident would abruptly cut off a di 
pr ny scussion with student groups 

the moment a threat of any type was even implied. He 
re, however, 

Dr. Glueck vould have no choice. 

June 1, 125~ - Board of Governors Meeting 
• 

• 

Dr. Glueck finally bowed to the tremendous pressure brought to 

bear upon him by New York supporters. At this meeting it was formally 

agreed that the school in New York would be a full five-year inatitu-

tion. Accordingly, the sixth rabbinic intern year, which was to have 

been spent in New York, was dropped from the curriculum. Dr. Glueck 

had lost the battle. It was essentially his only loss in almost . 
, 

twenty-five years as President. 

October ~3z .195~ 
I 

Board of Governors Meeting 

. ll under way for the dedication of a building Preparations were ve · . 

f'or the Los Angeles school. Dr. Glueck rep<;>rted that the school now 

had 3 strong programs: 

A. 
• 

The Rabbinic School, 
D.H.L. degrees 

leading to the B.H.L. and 
• 

• • 

• • • 

B. The School of Sacred Music . . 
. t which granted a Masters r • 

c. The Educatio~lhDeR~~:~~' Education559 
De ee in Jewis e 

gr d to Orthodox attacks on 
t itY to respon 

He also took this oppor un that· · 
~ orthodox maintained • 

la lem s~ol. ~ ~ 
P na for the Jerusa 

1 
d to take 

t ot be al owe 56o 
Movement mus n nillS of synagogues. . 

• • •the Reform through the ope . 
root in the countrY . l in Jerusalem. . 

the proposed chape . 
!rhe ret'erence was' . of course., to . 
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Dr. Glueck was firm in his reply: 
• • 

. • .it 1s not our desire t 
Israel. • • but it i ·O act as missionaries in 

• • • s our d t i for ourselves the right which 1e erm nation to realize 
people in Israel to p~eacb a d s guaranteed for all 
the God of our father; in ac~o ~actiee and pray to 
iinderstanding.561 r nee with our own 

• 

Later in his life, Mrs. Glueck told her husband tha~ he would be 
• -

remembered most, not for . his archaeology or scholarship, but rather 
• • 

for the fact that he brought religious freedom to Israei.562 It is 
8 

statement which gains more credence with each passing year. 
• • • 

• 

In January of 1957, the Appian Way site of the California school 

• 
• 

' 

new campus and the introduction of a new personality in College history -

Alfred Gottschalk. 
' • I 

Board of Governors Meeting • 

. 

A meeting concerned vith monetary needs. Dr. Glueck, in outlining 
.. 

the facilities required for future years, made it clear that he needed 

help: • 
• • 

• 

a mandate not 
• 

only to continue = the physical means are no 564 
enl.arge it. • • take care of this mandate. · 
longer sufficient to 

ttl~ Pl.an" for dues, as a means of 
Ref ere nee was made to the . UAHC 

a proposal by the UAHC to 
raising added tunds. Also significant was 

. three more Board members for 
t selecting 

take for itself the privilege 
0 

1 of Board mem-
565 The issue of eontro 

the College Board of Governors. . t decade. We shall 
uld extend into the nex 

bership was an issue which wo Glueck and the Union. 
dispute between Dr. 

s~e how it often became a bitter 
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In March or 1957, Dr. Gl k 
uec decided to replace Isaiah Zeldin, vho 

was at that time Dean ot the Los Angel 8 h . 
es c ool. He plucked his choice 

. 

r 1·ght out of the senior class of Ci 1 
nc nnati. Dr. Alfred Gottschalk. 

remembered the day. 

On a r~ther cold and blustery day in Cincinnati 
early in the month of !'arch, 1957, 8 distracted 
senior was on his way to class. An unmistakable 
voice suddenly jarred him out of a reverie. 
Dr. Nelson Glueck had stmmsoned me to his office. 
I will not share with you the crowd of thoughts 
that leapt to my mind on what appeared to be an 
interminable walk to his lair. Suffice it to sav 

v ' they were an abridge~ version of my vagaries at the 
College-Institute. In Dr. Glueck' s inimitable per-

• 

• 

suasive style, he painted the picture of California: 
its promise, a chance to make history, carry the 
spirit of Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion west, the future of Jerusalem and Los Angeles, 
and so on. I came home and told my wife, Jeannie, of 
the fabulous offer and of Glueck' s bold dream. The 
possibility of failure, the experimental nature of the 
project the likelihood of an aborted beginning, were 
all wor~s which he told me. I chose not to hear them 
or, at least, not to tell Jeannie of them. 6~ accepted 
the offer, and sight unseen, we went west.5 

• 

• 

' 567 
Zeldin left the College and became a Regional Director for the ~c • 

. - . . 

Rabbi Jose-Ph Glaser, stayed on to help with the But his Registrar, 

further building of 
· 568 R bbi Glaser is today the Executive 

the school. 8 
• • 

Director of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis. The dedication 

. """ pace of the preparations 
the following fall. J,ue was scheduled f'or . 

• increased. 

• 

Ma . f Governors Meeting 
. y 15, .1221 Board o 1 ing of student fees once 

. s dictated the rs s -
Financial consideration . 569 while the fee for 

. . was raised to $800, ·~ . ~ ·~· 
again. The dormitory charge · · 570 Alf~~d c;ottschalk was 

~ set at $250• · 
the Towanda summer program was 571 

. - California school· 
formally named director of the 
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• 

Most importantly, however, what came t 
o be known as ''The Master 

plan'' was 11nveiled :for the first time Th la 
• e P n dealt with the needs 

of the College, projected over specific periods of time: 2 years, 

; - 5 years' 5 - 10 years and 10 - 20 years. The estimated cost of 

implementing the plan was $5.;6 million.572 

Dr. Glueck outlined some of the needs to which the plan would be 

directed. The College-Institute needed more money to add a 5th floor 
• 

to the New York school, for example.57' Dr. Glueck cited advances in 
I 

• 

many areas as indicators of the school' s capacity for growth and the 

consequent requirement for more funds. There l?ere now greater nwnbers 

of Fellowships, 574 more NFTY campus visits,575 ~nd New York was a full 

• 

five-year schooi.576 More and more students were pouring into the 

school: 
• 

. 
• 

.I 

The class of 1957 is the largest in the h1~tory577 of our school. Thirty rabbis will be ordained. 

• 

To alleviate some of the administrative burdens of the presidency, 

1 Sandmel as Provost.578 He announced 
Dr. Glueck appointed Dr. SamUe 

5
79 

hool were ready to be signed. 
that the contracts for the Jerusalem sc 

ting with the news that the UAHC l(Jip Plan 
Then he closed this busy mee 

would soon go into effect, with the 
funds being divided equally between 

t 580 .. 
the Union and the College-Institu e. -· . 

• • 

Los Angeles School .. 
Dedicating the 581 

afternoon on September 8, 
t 4·30 in the 

· In the fall of 1957' 
8 

• dedication cere-
bool gathered for 

the founders of the California sc tber spoke ot the . 
eaker after ano 

a·11s one sp 
IDonies in the Hollywood i • d s and its hopes for 

f its foun er 
- the dedication o . 

growth of the school, 
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582 

the fut11re. Dean Isaiah Zeldin, 
soon to be replaced by Alfred 

Gottschalk, spoke of how the h 
sc ool had grown from 28 students into 

an institution of 33 rabbinic students 
12 

D 
, octoral candidates, 20 

candidates for the M.J.R.E. degree 15 B 
' .J.R.E. candidates, 288 

religious school teachers and l 000 adult d 583 
' e ucation students. 

Gottschalk spoke of his confidence in the future: 

And I with Rabb~ ze7din believe that seven years 
hence we will find in this place a great center of 
Torah.. A center, a hub, whose spokes will go out, 
in te1ms of influence, for the entire Jewish world.584 

• 
. . 

Gottschalk at the time was 27 years old. Dr. Glueck closed the cere-

monies vi th a moving address. 585 And the California school was 8 . · 
~ . . 

reality. 

We must not end this account without acknowledging the tremendous 
• 

contribution of Rabbi Isaiah Zeldin to the growth of Reform Judaism in 
• 

• 

the west. Indeed, there are those who refer to him as "the father of 

the Reform Movement on the west coast.'' 586 He had a tremendous capa-
. 

city for accomplishment, and when he left the UAHC for a pulpit, five 

men filled his former post.587 Rabbi Joseph Glaser recalled that, in 
-

the spring of 1957, the ~ay the school -was occupied, Zeldin invited 

t th school Glaser, then the 
the accreditation board to inspee e • . . 

· · b 1 in shape by 10:00 on the 
Registrar, was instructed to have the sc 00 

, . 

6 00 A M setting up files 
h 1 at · • •' dot. Rabbi Glaser was at the sc 00 • 

d l ok '' 11 ved in•• in time• 
so that the school woul o 

Dr. Glueck was at 
and assigning desks 

While au this i d activity . was going on, 
frenz e ith stories about 

d regaling them v 
br ditation boar ' 

eakfast with the accre tt reached the College· 
the c0011ai ee 

th gh·'· at 10: 00, 
e Negev. _ But sure enou r to the classroom for 

he opened the door 
Rabbi Glaser recalled that. 88 
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the men, he blew away a last bit of d . 
saw ust Just in tiJne. The hour 

passed. Shortly before 11:00 Zeldin i 
-~ nstructed Glaser to make sure the 

1.27 

bells rang on time. Informed that th b 
'._, e ells had not Yet been installed, 

Zeldin rose at precisely 11:00 and said "Din 
1

. 588 
g-a- ing-a-ling.n 

Isaiah Zeldin was a unique figure in th h · t -.. 
e ls ory of the College. 

His contributions to its growth were mpst extraordinary. 

October 14, .1957 ( .. Board of Governors Meeting 
• 

Stage I of the Master Plan went into effect at this meeting, as 

$100,000 was allocated for a fifth floor for the New York schoo1.589 

Dr. Glueck reported the creation of a language laboratory at the 
• 

College, and his consideration of the quarter system for the College 

curriculum. 590 ThiS meeting also marked his 10th year as president, and 

he took the opportunity to review his years as the head of the College: 
• 

When I first became your President. • • there was only 
the Cincinnati campus to report on. • • We then 
merged with the Jewish Institute of Religion, of which 
I was first made President when the beloved, late 

successor. Since then, we have ope:~em uSchool as a 
School, and we are buildin~o~ ~==ed to biblical and 
post-graduate research sch h and in which there 
archaeological and related researc ' 
will be a Reform Jewish Chapel. 

- last ten years, we have grown, 
So' in the course of the b big or because we were 
not because we tried t~f !ddin~ avenues of activity, 
anxiO\JS to find means d. . mpulsions of American . h eds an co but because of t I ne 

1 ger re erre lem school is no on 
We note here how the Jerusa ha is has changed 

and faculty. The emp s 
center for rabbinic students bbinic students in 

f years before ra 
Slightly. It would be a number o 

gr to Jerusalem. eat numbers would come 
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128 
A later note in the meeting a . 

nnounced that NF'I'S h 
beretof ore given as outright sc olarship funds 

grants h, ' ' wo'-U..d henceforth b 
to be repaid over the years Th e given as loans, 

. • is WOuld 
assure future echolarshi 

monies and prevent depletion of funds. 592 . P 
• 

• 

Alfred Gottschalk was mad 
e acting Dean of the California school.593 

Reference was also made to the project d . 
e completion of Stage I of the 

Master Plan: • 

• • .which stage provided an addition to our libra .. 
and remodeling of the present Bernheim Lib ry 
Muse11m, etc. • .594 rary and 

. 

But this was also a year of conflict between .the College. and ~he 

UAHC. 
, 

Dr. Glueck referred to: 
• • 

. . . 
• • 

• • • the completely undesirable and wholly unneces-
sary stress in the relationship of the HUC-JIR and 
its patron organization, the UAHC, which bas again 
come to the fore recently.595 

What had happened was that the Union's Executive Board had separated 

the Los Angeles College of Jewish Studies from the California School 

of HUC-Jm.596 And Glueck was explicit in his feelings: · 

Surely the UAHC has enough activities to justify its 
existence without attempting directly

5
97 indirectly 

to become academically chartered• ·• • · · 

li i b tween the College and the Union: 
e ref erred to the relationsh P e 

ild be utterly subservient to 
Since when must the ch d .p parent attempts to exact 
th . t nd what kiD o..1. e paren , a 

1 
this day and age, or ever , 

that kind of obedience n id s how long does it take 
1 And bes e ' tbr could in any age " Thi& child is only ee 

for a child to grow up. rent and is now 83 years old. 
years younger than the pa 
Some cbild'l 
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There is (a proper) relati 
organization, which encour~nship. • .of a patron 
takes pride in its 8 ,,.hi ges growth of the HUC-JIR 

~· evement , 

proper size.5 8 ·own to what it considers · 

• 

129 

• . ' 

lie pointed to the autonomy which the C ll 
o ege had and which it should 

}lave: 
• 

• 

The HUC-JIR is separately incorporated 
Cincinnati property of the Coll now. • • the 
name of the UAHC ege was left in the 

• • • Our propert1 should b 
transferred back to the HUC-JIR.59~ now e 

He closed by expressing his desire for harmony, not conflict: 
• 

We desire closest harmony and fruitful co-operation 
with the UAHC, not as inferiors nor as superiors, but 
as partners, working, each within its particular orbit 
for our c on cause. 600 · . . . 

• 

This was a year-to-year battle for Nelson Glueck. Time and time 

agaiu he lashed out at what he felt was an infringement of his sphere 

of authority by the UAHC. - As a matter of historical interest, the land 

on which the Cincinnati campus rests is, even today, in the name of the 

' 
UAHC. • • . .,. 

• 
• • 

May 28, 1958 
a • 

Board of Governors Meeting 

·nt d that the Jerusalem school was incorporated 
The Board was i orme 

t ant 601 The cost of Stage I of 
1u order to q\ialify tor a governmen gr • . 

i · 602 
the Master Plan was announced as $2 .l mil ion. 

i a to report upon. Following a 
Dr. Glueck had a number of ssue 

lifornia schools, he announced that 
report on the New York and Ca 603 

t the California school. 
Alf'red Gottschalk bad now been made nean o 

tuition wa• raised t~ $375 at . 
In an eff art to increased costs, defray 

6o4 
the beginning of the scbool year. 
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130 
There was good news on the Jenisaie 

m school. The Israeli Govern- . 
ment had given Dr. Glueck 25 000 I 

' srae11 Pounds tor the Coll b 
ege ranch 

in Jerusalem. He announced this at th 
e same time as he informed the 

Board that the school in Israel would b d rt 

e name The Jerusalem School 
of Archaeology of the: Hebrew Union College.''605 Tha 

to be its future name. ' 
t was, however, not 

November ~L.1258 
&$ 1 Board of Governors Meeting • 

Dr. Glueck noted that the first B.H.L. Degrees had been aararded · 

at the Los Angeles school. 6o6 In line with his announcement that the 

entering class of that year was the largest ever; 60'7 he proposed that 

a new dormitory be built on the Cincinnati campus, and urged a quick 

initiation of the next part ot the Master Plan.6o8 -

In 1959, the UAHC and the College-Institute embarked pn~ a joint 

the 8th through 

Y k 611 . or • 
1 til the end of the campa gn. 

uld not wait un . 
But Nelson Glueck co . 

1 
commitment, then go 

ke a financ1a 
Mrs· Glueck recalled how he would 

1118 
. 

1 
t 612 The year 1959 

going to pay for • 
to the Board and ask bow theY were 
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131 
graphically demonstrated that te 

. ndency on the P&rt ot 
we shall see. · the President, as 

IL 

Board of Gov · ~ 
. ernors Meeting 

• -
The year began With attention t~: ' 

• 

• • .stage I (of the Ma t P ·. 

building. • • 13 rary in a four-story 

• 

Dr. Glueck knew that a new library was essential, 
that many other 

improvements were essential if th c 11 
e o ege vas to remain vital and alive. 

In bis report, he put the issue directly to the Board: 
. 

• • •the undertakings to be outlined to you will 
entail the expenditure of very consid~rable sums 
of money, which we do not have ••• 614 

He stated that the Jerusalem school would require an additional 

$250,000. 615 And then he issued this challenge: . 
• 

We are at one of those junctures in the history of 
our college where we can proceed in any one of several 
directions. We can act with confidence and a certain 
calculated boldness and risk and meet thus the com
pelling needs of the present and the obvious challenge 
of the future, or ve can sit tight and inevitably go

616 backwards. It is utterly impossible to stand still. 

The years which followed indicated that the Board had chosen to move 

forward with their president. l • 

May 27, 1959 Board of aovernors Meeting . . 

. I li architect held up the completion 
A contract dispute nth an srae 

he College a tremendous amount of or the Jerusalem school and cost t 6 ' 17 
1 8 reference to that dispute. 

inoney to settle. This meeting con ta ns 
d those who had questioned him 

Dr. Glueck in his report, answere , . 
· . toI'Y racili ties: · 

about the lack of Jerusalem dormi . 
. 18 ge dormitory tacili-

t included r we do 
We have purposely no Rabbinic students because 
ties for our HtJC-JIR 
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not want our own Babbini 
some months or a Year inc r:!:denta who lllay spend 
and speak English togeth el. • .to live together 
do if they lived in the er as they.wou.ld inevitably 

. same dormitory.615 

9~t_ob~r ~lz 195~ Board of Governors Meeting • 
I 

The Board formally approved the 
construction of a new dormitory.619 

In addition it was recommended that t iti 
u on be raised to $500 and that 

the dormitory fee be increased to $900. 

1960 • 

January 27, 1960 
t 2 b' I Board of Governors Meeting - • 

The Board, a bit prematurely, scheduled the dedication of the 

Jerusalem school for March, 1961. 621 Delays in building would put off 

the ceremonies 11ntil 196,. • 
• • 

Dr. Glueck pleaded for higher faculty salaries, which he felt were 

essential to maintaining his academic standards. With more money he 

could hire the best teachers. 622 At this time he also blasted the 

repressive religious laws in Israel, which he deeply resented: 

The laws in Israel restricting to the Orthodox 
Rabbinate the legal right to perform marriages, to 

abolished. 23 
. 

• . . 

Glueck did not see those laws abolished during his lifetime· But _ 
I 

Jlerhaps liberal Judaism will . succeed in easing the .restrictions in the 
-• 

future as a result of his efforts. 

}larch 12, 1960 .Executive co111111ittee Meeting 
, . h for further growth: 

The California school was ready to pus · · 
b d been in co~1o""'01Unica-

tated that he 8 d f aovernors 
The chairman. • ;:ral members of the Boa~n ~ulver City, 
tion. ~· .with se urcbflse of property land and building&· 
with regard to the P of ten acres of 
California, consisting , ·. . · · . 
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• • .The Committee voted 
purchase of the property ~~inzously to reco111111end the 
be a home for the Union a d ththe hope that it would 

n e College. 
' . • • The nev California school 'Was ll years away. 

ing had begun. 

MaY ~6 z. 1960 

But the process of build-

• Board of Governors Meeting 
• 

The Board was informed that: • 

• • •the Library, now under ~op.struction should be 
completed about August 15th. b24 ' 

• • 

• • • 

Alfred Gottschalk received another promotion, being appointed 

Assistant Professor of Bible in addition to his title of Dea~. 625 In 

• 
bis report Dr. Glueck had to announce that the piece of land in Los 

Angeles would not be 

l k . 626 on oo ing. 

October 21, 1960 
a • n 7 

• ·-
available to the College. They would have to go 

. ' • • 

' • • 

Board of Governors Meeting 
.. ' 

Though the meeting was brightened by the announcement of a $17,000 

budget surplus, 627 there was bad news as well. The California people 

reported that another piece of property which they desired, had to be 

rejected. 62B 
• 

• • 

. 
• 

. that the~ p· r ; posed dedication of the Jerus_alem Dr. Gl12eck announced 

. 629 A d the Towanda suraraer program 
school would have to be cancelled. n 6JO 

tting to the Cincinnati campus. 
was moved out of its original camp se : · 

• • 

• 

• • 
• 

• 

. ~ Go¥ernors Meeting Board Ok . 

. ting the Board approved 
.P.. .. 1 At this mee . . 

A tbi d t ""e d succesSJ. """"'"• .. 
r ry pro. . f the University of 

on the campus o 
the Purchase of l acre of land · 

000 
631 on the 

. f the acre was $100, • 
So th · h price o u ern California. T e ti n date for the new 

. set as the dedica o 
Cit1.cin.nat1 campus, June lst was 

~anuary 26, 1%1 
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• 

library building and the new dol"lllitory.632 • 
• 

Dr. Glueck sounded a warning that th UAH , 
e C was again attempting 

to grab power for itself at College expense: 

• • •the U.A.H.C • is beginnin t . 
power to appoint 51d f g 0 exercise its legal 

P o our Board of Gov ( ) there is, it seems to me gra d ernors, and 
t t. , ve anger to the per-

pe ua ion and to the st~engthening of th 
freedom of the College.b33 e academic 

It was a situation he often feared Wh h · • en e sensed any effort of this 

sort, he responded quickly and unequivocally. In June of 1962, Dr. 

Maurice Eisendrath, president of the UAHC, sent a personal letter to 

Glueck, denying any interference by the Union in the affairs of the 

6)4 
College, academically speaking. But Glueck remained vigilant 

throughout his administration, extremely sensitive on this issue. 
• • 

June 2, i961 Board of Governors Meeting 

The Board appropriated $50,000 for the purchase of additional 

property for the New York school. 635 Dr. Glueck recapped the dedica-

tion ceremonies of the Library, Rare Book Room and Dormitory which had 

occurred the previous day. 
636 

· .· d an extra incentive for their The Los Angeles school receive . 

. Glueck promised them the Museum 
efforts to build a new campus when Dr· 

collection: 
i much of our Museum's 

holdings to our Los Angele~decd 37' . 
b provi • · housing for it can e · 

f Gover~ors Meeting 
Pctober 12 ~ 106~ Board 0 b d to 

~ z - - dedication again a 
The Jerusalem 

The meeting had mixed news· ilY announce that the 

8 able to hSPP 
be Postponed 638 but Dr. Glueck wa ttled.639 The 

' had been se 
l . 1 contractor 
itigat1on with the origins 
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resident also announced the creation of 
P a new body, the Board of ' . . 

135 

Alumni Overseers, whose task it would be t . 
0 

meet with the President from 
' time to time in an advisory capacity on Coll 64o 

· . · ege affairs. In addition, 
be proposed a new Prof'essorship in the field of C 641 

Nelson Glueck was still looking ahead, ever sensitive to new ideas 

vhich might improve the College. 

omparative Religion. 
• 

February 1, .19~~ . ,. a Board of Governors Meeting 

• 

• . 

• 

Dr. Glueck recommended that the February, 1963, Board of Governors 

meeting be held in Jerusalem, and that the formal dedication ceremonies 

be held in June of 1963.642 • 

• 

June 1, ~96~ Board of Governors Meeting 
• • 

Dr. Glueck asked the Board to authorize another hike 

643 from $500 to $700-$750. 
• 

' 

. ' • 

' -· 

in tuition, 

was on the issue of academic freedom, His major emphasis, however, 

Zealously defended. He spoke of the need to a concept which he always 

be free: 

• 

r • • 

nt all our graduates to 
Inwardly free ~s what w~t ~s axiomatic therefore that 
be and to remain. • • -J I R must continue to 
the faculty of the H.u.c. th; fui1est sense of the 
have academic freedom in 

• 

word. 
. other things knowing s also among t of Academic freedom mean College-Jewish Inetitu e . 

that the Hebrew Union a Board of Governors. • • 
ll lways have ti rules, is Religion wi a d within the exis ng. to Reform 

which, once electe pt by terms of devoti~with regard 
not restricted exc~ 1 ts best judgmen 

rcising -ru . . Judaism from exe t of the HUC-J.u\• . . . 
to the developmen · · afoot in 

. • • that forces =~etbe college, ·g~4 
I am apprehensive~ to curtail it fend them oft. . 
American Jewish 11f: on the alert to 
it is necessary to e . 
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136 
Dl"• Glueck went on to relate that tbe Colle 

ge had been charged with 
teaching atheism. He debunked the bar 

c ge' then strongly reaffirmed the 

How different this was f th 
rom e administration of Kaufmallll Kohler, 

who more or less expected a uniform ide 1 o ogy on the part of his faculty. 

Again we repeat that Dr. Glueck had the insight t . . 
o give his faculty the 

broadest possible leeway in pedagogy. The College became a better place 

because of it. 

Boa.rd of Governors Meeting 

Dr. Gl11eck announced to the Board that he had secured an NDEA 

Federal grant of funds for the school. He asked the Social Action Com-

mittee of the Board to bring in a recomn1endation on the grant at the next 

646 
meeting. The College had already accepted funds from the State of 

Israel. T'he question was whether the Board would also accept monies from 

. 
the United States Government. 1 . ' 

• • 

a grein·t one in the history of the He brew Union The year 196 3 was g. 

th American people when, on College. But it brought tragedy to e · 

• 

id t John F. Kennedy was slain by 
November 22nd, in Dal J as, Texas, Pres en . 

• 
• 

an assassin's bull et. . · · · , 
,. 

cial relationship with President 
Dr. Glueck enjoyed a very spe 

b d a life-long Democrat, 
d that her· hus an ' . 

Mrs. Glueck remembere . JFK' election: 
_ ell just after 8 

had ' nD phone C 
received an early morni."\? . The phone 

. It was very funnY• 
ming. • • Kennedy's secre-

I remember one mo id: ''This is Mr· in the morning. 
rang and somebody ss e morning e.t 7:00Mr Kennedy?'' (the 

• rr • on te for • tary ca 1 J ing, • • t 
1 

Did you vo · . 
''Are you a ])emocrs 
secretary asked) · 

Kennedy. 
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sarcastic remark, thinking the Call a bad 
e p one and ma.de some 

Joke, especially at that hour 
of the morning. It was minutes later b f 

e ore he ~alized that the call 
was from President-elect Kennedy inviti h. 

' ng l.m to participate in the 
t . i 647 :rna.ugura ion ceremon es. . 

• 

In January o:f 1961, Dr. Glueck concluded the Inauguration by bless

ing President Kennedy. He used the Hebrew 3-fold benediction at the 

conclusion of the blessing, and Mrs. Glueck remembers that the crowd 

started when the Hebrew was uttered. 648 · 

Kennedy's assassination affected Glueck deeply. He gave a grief

filled eulogy in the College Chapel on the night of the murder, 649 and 

one month later, he broke down in tears on a Cincinnati television show 

650 
while speaking about the President. Kennedy and Glueck were years 

apart in age. But in tenis of outlook, they shared many visions. Per

haps that is why the death of one had such a great effect on the ot~er. 

BJard of Governors Meeting 

Dr. Glueck requested that the Federal grant he bed e.nnounced at 
• 

f pect for tbe strong, personal 
the last meeting be returned, out 0 res 

6 
_ . 

5l At the 
feelings of certain :Board members, whom he left unnamed. 

. . d that the College would seek Federal 
same time, the president announce . 

funds for another purpose: . 
- state Department for f~ds 

We have applied to the l i the form of Israeli 
made available in Israe a~c:tiaeological purposes' t d 652 
pounds tor non-religious f Israel is also interes e • 
. h vernment o 
in which t e go . ·tion a.nd dormitory fee 

•• nht with it tui Thi . nich broueu s ~as another meeting w 653 
i ~, OOo respectively. 
ncreases, to $600 and 'P-"'' 
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138 
March 291 ).9~.3 .. Foard Gf Ga vernors Meeting 

The first Boa.rd meeting in I 
• . 

srael! Dr ~1 • v ueck anno 
The ~gi ble expression of . unced a grant: 
Araerican Governnient in the interest of 
expressed two days . our Jerusalem School our 
when Ottr .American ;::o at our opening convoc~ 
Barbour, announced t assador in Israel, Mr t.i...~.on, 

0 us that • nc:u..worth 
awarded a United States Gove our school bad been 
the equivalent of about $7l,~~~n~ ~~t of !1213,000 • 

What excitement Glueck must have felt at this first opportunity to 

• 

show the school to his Boa.rd espe ·all · ' ci Y after all the problems he had 

had in co1npleting it: Mr. Sidney Myers. , chairman of the Board at that 

time, stated that be had now: 

• • • learned tha55the Jerusalem School and Dr Glueck 
are inseparable. J • 

The Eoa.rd left Israel eagerly anticipating the July ceremonies. On 

July 7, 1963, the Jerusalem school was forinalJy dedicated. 
• 

• .. . • 

• 

The Boa.rd decided to seli the Towanda camp. 
656 

The summer program 

had aJ1~ady been transferred to Cincinnati, but the Board had held on 

to the property \lntil this time. The swrrmer program, however, re

tained the name Towanda until its replacement by the year in Israel. 

Dr. Glueck here revealed bis keen insight and political savvy. He . 

had driven bis Board bard in tbe 50's end early 6o's. The California 
• 

school, Jerusalem school, increased faculty and programs, a new library 

and d h t of other cbanges bad 
dor.tni tory, the Rare Book Room an a os 

colle e to the limit. Dr· Glueck 
stretched. the financial capacity Gf the . g 

· ident's Report to give the Board 
llnderstood that. So he used this Pres . 

• ,, 
e. rest,,. 
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• • • .we must pause to consoli . 

our phenomena] advance 
6 

~57 our gains and make ecure. 
-

the Master Plan at P;esent~ gee, ot proceeding with 

}le still gave the Board something to thin~· abo. ut. 
. But it was a vision 

rather than a forina] proposal, e. recommendation: 

• •th• tto cofnsidUne:: ways a.nd means of changing our status 
to a o a iversity, with e. series of Colleges, 
devoted i~ part to separate but relate& disciplines 
and Pl2rsui ts, whose basic purpose continues to be th 
training of Rabbis and the promotion of the Science :r 
Judaism in a6ccordance with the thrust of our religious 
philosophy. 59 

Nelson Glueck was prepared to turn what had been a smaJJ school into a 

national and international university. It was a goal he did not 

actively p11rsue in. years to come, for a variety of reasons. 

'!'he Dedication of The Jerusalem School 

In his dedication day address, Dr. Glueck first spelled out the 

purpose of the school: 

Its name spells out its auspices and purpose~ ~ ~:hool 
Hebrew Union Colle~Biblical and Archaeologic ' 
Jerusalem, Israel. . . 

f . t got the idea for the school: He told this story of hov he irs 

about eight yea.rs ago, 
. 

• • •the idea occurred to : create the equivalent of 
that we would simply nave Oriental Research on the 
another American School of b t with additional aspects 

. t · e.nd for all l and activi ies, f the HUC-JIR. 
under the auspices o hi 1:1 the school 

. d as to the work w c 
He then informed the assembled crow · · ~ · 

• 

• 

~Olll.d . 
Pursue: n~ch center . 

ri resec;w. 
ced Ame can, seminaries 

It is to be en e.dvan •her universities, lated studies 
. an and o" li al and re ll 

serving Amer1c base for bib c Israel. It wi 
and museums as a investigation in . 
and archaeological 

• 

-- -

I 
I 

• 

l • . 
I 

l • 
' l 
• r • 
• • 

' I 

I 
J 
! 
• ! 
! . 
! 
I 

. l 
l 
l 
I 
I 

I 

' 

I . 
• I 

• .. 
• 
I . 
' • 

. . J . 

., 

• 

I i . 
{ 

I 
j 

\ 
I 
} 

I > 

' '~ 
/. -1: 
l. 
' . 
I
. . 
• • 

~ r, 
• • 
I· 
1 ' 1: 
• • 
I . 
l 
• l . 
I 

I 
• , 
I 

1 • ' 

• • 
. l . . . 

• ' I • 
I · l . 
. . . . 

• 

• 
f . : 

I 

• 

1 . 
~ . 

; .. 
I l l 

. l " . . 
r 
~ : 
' . I . 
.. 

• • 
' 

• 
• • 

.. 
• 
I 

I • • 

l 
. I 

• 

• 

• 
l 

• 

I 

• 

I 

• 
• • 

' • 
I 
• 
l 
• • 

I 

' 

• • 

I 

• 

I 

• 

, 

I 

• 

• 



. 

provide resources 0f Schol 
tion in the fields of b.:blarly exchange and COJnmunica-

ha l .u..L, e, bib ical and arc eo ogy and cognate fi 1 "'""'2 · post-biblical 
\ 

e ds. 
I 

• • .A second function of the . · 
headquarters for professors Of ~hool ls to serve as the 
Israel f'rom one of our Coll he HUC .. JIR Coming to 
New York or Los Angeles _ a~g~e::iiuses in Cincinnati, 
hold seminars in their specializ d one each Year' to 
to co-ordinate the work of those e f fields of study, and 
who spend a year of study in Isra~l.~ HUC-JIR students 

• 

140 

Dr· Jacob Petuchawski of the Cincinnati faculty was the first professor 

to spend a year in Israel at the ne\1 school. 664. . 

Dr. Glueck continued: 

Thirdly, as we have al ready pointed out, an ever-increasins 
number of American institutions of higher learning active 
in Israel are concerned with academic teaching and 
research programs related to the Near East. It is en
visaged that our ~hool wi l J serve as a co-ordinating 
agency for them.. 5 

• 

Glueck spoke of' the importance and the significance of the William 

Murstein Chapel: 

It vould have been unnatural and out of character for 
our Jerusalem School to have been built without a • 
S Our Synagogue will seek no organized mem 

ynag?gue. . es ·ng congregation. But it is 
bership, have no du ~ and Israeli visitors who 
prepared to serve American dertake to create · 

it d who may un · 
feel attracted to , . an ut of the modernity of present 
:forms of worship growi~ 0 

the fundarr.ental principles of 
day Israel, but rooggg in 
our religious past. 

l d the school would be a Dr. Glueck left no doubt that the Chape an 
• 

!>lace of free religious expression: . . 
11 

t d te "mission1ze, 
. do we in en ' t ian . 

Vle have no desire' nor believe that authori ~ in 

concepts and contro ligioUS expression, ~srael stand 
the area of full re Ji wrY and Judaism an truth and 
to everything that e facets to 17lig!~;:' deepest respect 
f'or. There are rnanY it • and, nth orientation · · 
many ways to express f Jewish religious 
for all other forins 0 . 
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and ~evotion, we Shall hold 
0 services and strive to achi ur own kind of religious 

He gave 

school: 

. n every aspect of our lives. 7 
fair notice that this was 1 on Y the beginning of the Jerusalem 

We. • .hope that some day it . 
for · a.J 1 our rabbinic stud w~ll be ma.de .P<>ssible 
years of study in Israel. ~~s 0 spend one of their 

This writer was in th di 
e au ence when Dr. Glueck gave this pro-

phetic speech, as a 17-year-old Nm tour member. I did not understand 

the full import of what occurred there tba.t day. I think I do now. It 

was the day when the first real stirrings of total religious freedom 

ca.me to Israel. 

October 2~~, 19~~ Board of Governors Meeting • 

I 

Dr. Glueck ref erred to the presence of Dean Rusk at Opening Day 

Exercises, 669 a presence which evidenced Glueck' s status in . the eyes of 
• 

• 

the Kennedy administration. • 

It was also announced that the ws Angeles School and :the University 

of Southern California had reached .an agreement whereby students at 

USC could receive credit for courses taken at HUC. 

670 
step for the caJ.ifornia school. . 

1964 
. , 

. Boa.rd of Governors Meeting 

It was an important 

• • 

g-anttary 3~1• 1264 
one }lBlf of the necessary property for 

d A new placemen 
· . purchase • 

e. nev Calif ori1ia facility had been 
672 

SYstem of the CCAR was approved. · 
J rs Meeting 
~.-...~--.:.;.,e ...::4:.i..a -.:1~9~6~4 :Board of aoverno . new Los Angeles 

. . . d required for a 
.. t e.ll the J.a.n 

Dr• Glueck announced the. 
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f acility had been acquired, b t 
u that no buildi -

ng WOuld take Plac 
_,, the necessary funds had bee . 673 e until 
a.LJ- • · n raised. 

• 

But the major topic of discus 1 s on at this meeting was a threaten
ing letter from the UAHC Executive Boa.rd 

• The College wanted the right 
to seek 

11

designated'' gifts for itself hil- . 
. ' w e still sharing in the pro-

ceeds of the Combined Campaign. 674 Th . 
e reasoning apparently was that 

the donors would not ever give these .large t · 
amoun s to the Combined 

Campaign, whereas they would give them to the College alone because of 

its status as a.n academic institution. The Boa.rd of the Union did not 

see the matter in the same light: • 

. 

If. • • the Board of the College remains determined to 
pursue independent policies, which seem to the Board 
of the Union to be detrimental to the Movement as a 
whole, we will have no recourse, consistent with our 
legal obligation, other than to create conditions 
within the Board of the College which will make 1 t 
impossible for that Board to authorize actions which 
the fuard of the U.AHC deems inconsistent with the best 
interests of Reform Judaism. 75 

• 

• 

The Board of the UAHC was simply saying that unless the College stopped 

raising funds only for its elf, no matter what the amount, the Union 

inting 51~ of the Foard of would exercise its legal privilege of appo _ . 
• 

. t l of the College from Glueck. Dr. the College, thus wresting con · ro 

Glueck did not comment on the matter. 
Cba.intia.n of the Board Sidney 

. 6 6 ~ 
Meyers read the letter. 7 • • 

• • 

f Governors Meeting 
Board o · d 

. Planning Co11nui ttee of HUC an 
. . t Resources 

By this meeting, a JOlll nt on flmd• 

d t o reach an a.greeme UAbc fo~ ~ representatives had been 

9ctober 22,_ 1964 
r as 

' 

stored· . 
• • 

In the meantime, Dr· Glueck annO\lll 
ced a gift of , 
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Joseph and Helen Regenstein Chair 

1 
. 

n Religion, Ethics and Human 
Relations. It was the first ha.J.f'-mi.ll. · 

678 ion doJJar gift in his adminis-
• tration. 

1965 

February ,4,, 1%.?. Board of Governors Meeting 
• 

• 
• 

Another large bequest was announced ~75 000 
t 

, ;ic , or the Kutz Chair 

of American Jewish History. 679 The lull ia new at· it· 
, c i. v ies and plans 

would not last too much longer. 
• 

In mid-February, the College had a distinguished visitor, the f9Jlled 

author I. B. Singer. The Yiddish writer bad a stereotype of Reform 

which he was taught as a child, _that Reform Jews were ''Goyyim''. But, 

after visiting the College and meeting the professors and students, 

Singer wrote the fallowing: .. 

Yes, my father would have considered these Jews to ~ 

be 1'GoJ-~, '' but where does one obtain more such . . . 
''Goyyim '' who study Talmud, Midrash, Hebrew, the Bible, · 
are charitable and excel in good deeds 1 Even my 
father would have loved such ''Goyyim. '' . I co':18ider . 
them my brothers, a closeness I cannot descri?e in . " 

Cincinnati, and I know tha can 
more than they could learn from me. 

t a time when Dr. Glueck was 
It was a beautiful compliment. It came 8 

in Preparing to press ahead once aga • 

ors }.teeting ;~e 3, J.,965 Board of Govern • s in 
LZL • ch re a.ramatic step 

of actions vhi . we 
The Board took a nUillber e. resolution 

. 

CoUege history. 
. the actions taken was 

Foremost among : 

that: 
• 

••• 

• 

to work with a 
• . ~ be authorized •• i .• bilitY of having 

• • • the Chairman to studY the des ra 
faculty committee 
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our rabbinic student 
in Israel, under the s spend an entire calendar 
B. bli al careful s1.no . year 

i c and Archaeolo . _J:",__rv1sion of our 
gical School in JerusaJ. 681 

' em.. Here it was. The first step in what 
was to become one of the most 

significant programs in Dr. Glueck 1 8 Ji 
1 . a m ntstration, a year-in-Israel. 

The meeting prOduced other signifi 
cant action. The Nelson Glueck 

Chair of Bible was established, to be funded b ~I) 
Y cpc;50,000 in contribu· 

tions from friends of Dr. Glueck. 682 Th 8 h 1 . 
e c 00 or Jewish ConnnunaJ 

studies of the Los Angeles School was proposed for the vecy first 
683 

time. Also, Doctor Glueck's tentative proposal to tra?Jsform the 

College into a university was set aside. 684 

In Dr. Glueck• s fornlB.J report, l)e outlined a new Seminarian 

685 Reserve Program for students at the College. HUC-JIR men, obligated 

to serve in the mi J i tary chaplaincy after ordination if needed, would 

now receive seniority credit even while in school. This would enable 
. 

men to come into the mill tary vi th a higher rank and higher -pay than 

before. It was a great boon to men wbo were required to serve. 
• 

Then, as he bad done for yea.rs, Dr. Glueck once 088-in uttered the 
• 

Wish that would soon become a. reality: 

. en hOpe that somehow or other 
It has always be my bbinic students would 
one entire class of 0~ : ael and particularly 
spend an entire yg~b in r ' . 
in Jerusalem. • • · 

for the first time, began to 
As fie have already seen, the Board, 

seriously consider the proposal• 
vernors Meeting . 

& SI • in Los e 
. ors meeting 

The first Eoard of oovern 687 Fittingly enough, a.t 
be; of $301433· 

Ppy . news of a budget surPlUS 
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tbiS first meeting, the pJans for a new Lo 
688 s Angeles school vere 

approved by the Board. 

• 
1966 

• 

Board of Governors Meeting 

S. L. Kopald, Jr of M h" ., emp is, Tennessee b 
' ecame the new Chairman 

of the Board of Governors at this me~ting H ha 
• e s served with dis-

tinction from that day until the present time. 

June 2, 19q6 Board of Governors Meeting 

Dr. Glueck reported to the Foard that many students, on their own, 

were going to go to Israel to pursue rabbinic studies: 

Financial aid for this purpose bas been made avail· 
able from his President's Discretionary Fund as a 
one-time commitment. The recommendation for extending 
grants in aid for such study bas been referred to the 
ad hoc Gran~s-in-Aid Coxrnnittee for study and recom
menda.tion. 6 9 

• 

In addition, Dr. Glueck was able to .announce a new archaeological pro-

ject: 

Dr Gl,.,,eck was pleased to report that funds for 
• ""' • • • d from out .. 

a three year excavation have been ad~cg90 
side sources for the 'Gezer' excavation •. 

• 

Israel was generating more and more excitement. 

!fov~mber ~' 1?~6 Board of Governors Meeting 
d for J arger numbers of 

Over the years' Dr• Glueck bad presse -

entering students. The Bo · 
h • year IS . ttention to t is . 

Dr. Glueck. • • cali:~;-siX rabbinic can~?ites' 
entering class of fl. of our school. 

. the h1storr 
the largest in bi time he spoke, 

l OnlY t s 
rt stressed Israe • 

Dr. Glueck's repo daring new plan: 
but boldlY, of a 

\?aguely of a year in Jerusalem, 
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• • .I believe that the f 
inevitable that in the torces of history make it 

no too · 

Union College Rabbinical 8 e~e Israel) a Hebrew 
rabbis in the liberal traa.~t~ol for the training of 
Africa, Asie. and the countrie on for Israel, Europe, 
Hemisphere. b92 s of the Southern 

• 

• • • 

.All the students in Israel during that academic year' he continued , 
}lad received 8 hours academic credit under Dr. Ezra Spicehandler. 693 

He then went on to elaboi·ate on his proposal: 

One of the main purposes of our Jerusalem School 
but not the sole one, is to serve as e. base and ' 
headquarters for our H.u.c.-J.I.R. students studying 
in Israel, witl1 the hope, frequently expressed in my 
Board reports, that the day would come when it would 
help translate into reality my dream tbat every class 
of our rabbinic candidates would spend on~ year~ 

4 preferably, the third yee:r, studying in Israel. 9 
• 

After rr.ia.1-cing certain other suggestions regarding the Jerusalem school, 
• 

• 

he closed his report with this thought: 

I believe, indeed, that the capstone of our entire. 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion is 
represented by the coming into being of our Jerusalem 
schoo1.695 

derstood at that point that 
Those who knew Dr. Glueck well must have un 

. til he would realize his goal. 
it was merely a matter of time un 

1967 
. both College and world 

i ificant one in 
The year 1967 was a 6 gn " -· 1 ,..,. " cause, 

became a more po~u.--
h · t ght f Soviet Jewry . 
ls ory. The pli o · 1 ding one by 

• 

- . in number' inc u t increasing 
lli th statements of protes fire from the 

ame under heavy 
696 . Vietnam c . 

Nelson Glueck. The war in . participated in 

b 
HUC-JIR campuses 

A ...... _ • . t rrom t e 697 
4"Ullerican public. Studen s . • ,, 

War in Vietnam 
th End the · f the e "Spring Movilization to 1967 was the year o 

the colJ.ege I 
But most significantly for 
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six-vay-War in Israel. Dr. 

after the fighting began. 

Glueck went to I 
srael 88 q 1 . u ckly as possible 

After six da 
ya ot conflict the . , · whole map of 

the Middle East was altered. People all 
over the world began to take 

note of this 11 ttle nation Israel wbi h ha 
, c d defended itself' so lllllgni-

, o aee the 

Dr· Glueck' s dream. • 
• 

• 
• 

Board of Governors Meeting 

The Board approved in principle a microfilm Archives, to be 

established at the Bev York, California and Jerusalem schools, in ~ddi· 

tion to the collection already housed in Cinc1nnat1.698 A new. grant

loan system for National Federation of Temple Sisterhood scholarship 

funds was initiated.699 Under tbe new ~ystem, part of every ~ant-in-

aid would be a scholarship and part would be a loan. The student would 

have to repay the latter portion, but over for a period of twenty years 

after graduation. 
• . . 

Dr• Glueck projected the Los Angeles School for Jewish comnmal 

S 700 It "'JGS to become a reality in the summer of tudies in his report. ·~ 
•• 

• • • 
• . .. 

• 
• 

Board of aovernors .Meeting 
• 

the outbreak of var, the Board •et • 
Just a f ev days before . . .. • 

• • 

Gl · J~ rnia· Ueclt spoke of plans for Cal..u. 0 • 
t within a year we 

prospect th& b assigned 
• • •there is every that 11 supposed to : 701 
should have the ].and begin to build on 1 • . 
to us, and that we can . . . -· . . 

• 

'rheu he spoke i of Jerusale•: . k,. yo~ aga n ·· · ·have to as · 
.. ~e shall · when • 

• • • the day will come 

Dr. 
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for authority to establish 
fledged Rabbinical School in Jerusalem a :ful.J.-
E11rope, Africa and South ~r Reform Rabbia for :isra 1 
immediate hope that all our rica. It ia our even mo~' 

. spend one of their Years of ~abbinic candidates will 
raining in Jeruaalem702 

Dr. Glueck also stressed the need t . 

l48 

.. 
• 

or more rabbis •ore tha , n ever 
He spoke of opportunities f before.7°3 

or graduates of the school: 

I have made a recon1r1tendation that 
our recent graduates demoust;ates• . t.ta .•• when one of 

h la ou s nding promise as a sc o r, in the field of sociolo t 
place for him in our Faculty.7o4 gy, o provide a 

• 

October 24-, 19§1 
s • I 

• ' ( 
. 

Board of Governors Meeting 
' • 

• 

• 

In his report, Dr. Glueck referred to Dr. Alfred Gottschalk' 8 
• • 

translation. of his Doctoral Dissertation Hesed in the Bible as 
• 

~rilliant.••705 He noted the service of student rabbis in 200 High Holy 
• • 

Day and 100 bi-weekly pulpits acrosa the country.7o6 He made a pledge 
• :.< 

;I • 

to the Board that: 

But then, 

lio major building plans will be carried out at any 
of our schools unless the necessary capital funds have 
been secured in advance. 707 

. ' • 

returned to his favorite topic - Israel: once more, he 
• • 

d i Jerusalem as a regular 
The compulsory year of stu Y n ared to me previously 
part of our curriculum baa i appe reasonable course of 
as a hope to be tulfilled n:w a feel that we must carry 
time some years hence• I 7o8 . 

• 

it out as soon as possible. . · · · 
. . ovided Nelson Glueck with 

The Victory or Israel 

the opening he needed. 

in the Six-DaY war bad pr 

ould be no turning back. 
Now there c . '. 

• 
• 

;19~ - . -
01111ber of 

. the college for • 
ificant tor 

The year 1968 was sign D Glueck on the 
blic stand by r. 

reasons. For one 
iasu e Of politics 

thing, it brought a pu . ~s whether or 
The essential issue . . 

versus acadeaicS• 
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not the College could-or shouJ.d-legiala 

te compliance with a 
student felt was immoral, tbrolln1' law, Which 

a , "'6'-1 academic sanctio , 
A rabbinic student named Jeff 

ns. 

rey Halper decided th t . 
• 8 , for reasons 

of personal consc i.ence, he would return his 

bis draft board • This was not an uncommon f 
Selective Service card to 

orm of protest against the 
... ,8 r in Vietnam, but no HUC-JIR stud t ha 
" en d ever chosen that particular 

avenue of protest. Halper received permission at a student-faculty com-

mittee meeting, at which this writer was present, to make the announce

ment of his intentions from the pulpit of the Chapel, immediately follow

ing regular daily services. The Chapel was filled when Halper, in a 

prepared statement, expressed his opposition to the war most beauti-
• 

fully. Dr. Glueck .then stepped to the bimab to respond. Mrs. Glueck 

recalled that he bad once thought the war was right, but had changed bis 

mind over ti1ne. 709 None of the students in attendance, however, knew 

exactly what type of •r officialt' response to expect. 

Dr. Glueck first complimented Halper on his courage. In assert-

d f the school Dr. Glueck ing the intellect1ial and spiritual free om 0 ' 

neither the faculty nor the president intended to 
went on to say that 

h gh Dr• Glueck expressed his doubts 
attempt to stop him in any way• T ou 

d that HUC would defend the 
as to the efficacy of the act, he pledge 

t of his conscience. He af· 
right of any student to follow the dicta es ...... , m-

the success~~ co 
r· contingent only on - . 1l'llled that ordination would be d with these 

Pletion of academic requirements· 
Then Dr. Glueck close 

'iords· • . 

that b&S 
th spirit ou for e 

I praise and bless Y 710 · · 
animated this gesture•. 
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Dr• Glueck's action meant that acad 
emic and Political f 

alitY at the College-Institute reedom was a 
re • And though J .p.p 

150 

e.1..i rey Halp 
tbe college, it was for his ~ er soon left 

-"1.1 reasons. He 
was not forced to l . 

That was Dr. Glueck' s pledge. It was an . eave. 
llllportant moment in the history 

of HlJC. 

f_ebruan' 8z 196(! Board of Governors Meeting 

Rather than moving the New York school elsewhere, the Board of 

c;overnors decided to maintain and expand the existing New York faci~ 

lity.7ll 

Dr. Glueck recommended a return to Israel for the Board of Gover

nors meeting in the spring of 1969.7l2 Then he began, for the first 

time, to talk money with the Board about the year-in-Israel plan. He 

reported that he could expect $100,000 a year for three years from the 

Jewish Agency, with an estimated total cost of $250, 000 for 50 stu

dents. 713 He did not make 8 formal proposal, but rather asked the 

Board to consider it carefully. He did, however, feel compelled to 

observe that: 

. ible to move the entire summer 
• • .ve believe it poss · ks at 8 total cost 
school to Israel for some 9 ~ee i') 

8 
deficit of about 

of about $40,000. • .(result ~g 714 
$10,000 for the entire operation. 

Dr• GlUeck also spoke of expanding existing programs: 

the point where I shall be 
We are not too far from o this Board of Governors 
compelled to recommend ; Ph.D· departmen~ as 8 715 
the incorporation of ou ith 8 dean of its own· 

. . separate graduate school 11 

• 
• 

J~ rs Meeting 
... e 7, 1968 Board of aoverno . oblem to the 

SS and an old pr 
t a new face 

The June meeting brough ctor of the nev 
noa t d to be the Dire 

l'd. Gerald B. Bubis was nomina e 
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scbool of J evish Communal Studies . l5l 
in Los Angel 716 

it was announced that the C 1 ea. At the o lege of J same time 
ewish Studi 

UAJlC control to College cont es WOuld pass fro 
rol, renazned m 

. the Hebrew U 
of Education and Jewish Studi 7l7 nion College Sch 1 

es. Thi oo s was th 
the College family in 1958. But e same entity which left 

now it was back . 

Dr. Glueck devoted 8 po ti r on of his report to t 
student rights: he question of 

One of the major chang , · 
• • •is the deeply inc:~s;d .in t~e~e. latter years . 
dents in the world about sensitivity of our stu-
example in their present us. This is reflected for 
and privileges on the ca~=~ern ab.out their rights 

I do not wish to conv 
1 

· ey a wrong impression that 0 
st:dents interest in politics and civil and soci~ 
ac ion cause them by and large to neglect their 
regular studies here.71B 

·. 

Defending the political liberties of students, Dr. Glueck also felt com-
, 

pelled to define the limits of student control over College policy: 

• • .as strongly as I would fight for the right of 
Ollr students as individuals, to engage in political and 
social action ·activities of any kind they care to . •. 
they nevertheless do not have the right to commit the 
entire college to their private points of view, and 
certainly not wi tbout our consent. 719 

• 

This speech of Dr. Glueck' 8 was directed at an incident which bad 
• 

occurred earlier in the year. One of the students of the Cincinnati 

Sch 
1 

th r in Vietnam on College 
· 00 bad scheduled an event protesting e wa 

gr Dr Glueck heard of the 
ounds, and invited non-college people. When • 

:Plan, he d d instructed hill to cancel the 
aunrmoned the student involve an 

k 
ballY Dr• Glueck, in 

e"ent. When the student defied Dr• Gluec ver ' up in ar111s over the 
anger Tbe student body, 

' threatened to expel him• · •t during which 
tin. f Deliberation , 

eat, "'nlled t ,, lro a "DaY o ~ a one-days r~1 
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l52 
numerous resolutions were passed co 

. ncerning student rights. 
What rev 

people realized until later, however, was that Dr G . 
• lueck was not being 

unfair in withholding permission for th 
e event. He maintained that the 

students could do whatever they wished to do on College 
property - for 

the rest of the student body. Inviting outsid b 
era, owever, made it 

appear as if the College-Institute was sponsoring the event. That 

Dr. Glueck would not permit. Looking back from the vantage point of 
8 

few years hindsight, this incident was absolutely consistent with 

Dr, Glueck' s insistence on individual freedom ot expression. The 

College grew through this situation and the Halper incident. 

October 31, 1968 
a tru 

Board of Governors Meeting 

Dr. Glueck was not quite ready to :t'orznally press for the year-in-Israel 

program as yet. But he stated once again that: 

it is inevitable that there shall be es~blished 
• • • 1 by us a Hebrew Union sooner or later in Jerusa em d 
College Rabbinical School for Israel and Europe an 

other countries. 720 · 

One more year would find the 1
·nevitable becoming a reality. 

968 Nelson Glueck stated: 
In an interview taped late in 1 · ' 

t is the faith which 
What arouses my loyal 1 f Masada. 721 
animated the defenders o i the realiza-

. f Israel finailY resulted n 
This passion for the spirit 0 

l for all students. 
tion ot his dream .. a year-in-Israe 

vernors Meeting 
~ebruary 6, 1969 Board of Go ial issues. 

- 1 controvers 
d on severs 

Dr. Glueck' s report toucbe the president came 
ars earlier, 

litat tablished ye l.lege· 
ntaining a position es ds for the co 

Federal fUD 
o~t ting anY strongly against accep 
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722 1nstitute. 
• • 

•• • • 

At the same time, he reacted · · . . 

153 

strongly to a CCAR . 
college hold all building Plans i request that the 

completed a study of the needs of the school. . . 
He would bend later, but 

here Glueck rejected the request.723 ~ 

In the academic realm, he outlined 8 new ,, 6 Y Pr 
ear ogran/' for 

students who found themselves deficient in H b 
. e rew to the point where 

they could not handle the first-year vork load Th . • ese students would 
• 

have an extra year of ape~ial instruction, designed to bring them up to 

the levels required for successful completion of course vork. 724 

Board of Governors Meeting 
• • ' . 

This meeting of the Board of Governors saw formal student represen-

tatiou for the first time in College history. Neil Kaminsky and 

Daniel Syme of the Cincinnati school and Gerald Serotta of the Nev York 

•chool represented 
' .· . . 725 

their respective student bodies. The Board, 
• 

following Dr• Glueck' s .wishe~- .expres~d at the previous meeting, rejected 
. - . 

• • - . 

Federal funds for the scboo1.726 Alao, $400,000 was appropriated tor a 
-

• . 727 . 
residence extension to the Jerusalem school. 

curricular structure, 
Dr• Glueck formally outlined an entirely new 

• 

· After careful b ll students. 
Uilt around a first year in Israel for 8 

. · 
. . d Board Dr. Glueck bad 

.. . I rael to e 
. . f third year in s 

•oved away from his original plan ° 8 

fo11~.· 
"'lf 1ng proposal: 

, nt in Israel 

• 

• -

· . to be spe 
A. The First year t in the u.s. 

ird years to be spen 
B. The Second and TAb u L vegree 

n M •"• • · leading to a • · 
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c. The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth 
Degree of Rabbi and a ·D t Years, leading to the 

oc or or Hebrew Iett 
. • ! . era Degree 

D. A Ph.D. program for tbos h . 
e w o desire to go further728 

• 

l54 

Dr• Glueck asked for no vote at the present ti · · · 
. me, indicating that the 

- ' ' 

october meeting would be the site of the historic, decision. 
I 

. 
October . .F2z. 1~9. Board of Governors Meeting 

E ' as 

• 

There was no need to drag anyone to this particular meeting of 
• 

• . 
the Board. To this writer, who was present, it seemed as though 

. 

every member of the Board had made a point of attending the session. 

Without exaggeration, there was real tension in the air. 

Dr. Glueck began his report: • 

• • • I am convinced that sooner or later the College
Ins ti tute will add a year of study in Israel to ii~9 Rabbinic program. And I believe the time is now. 

Dr. Glueck continued.: ' 

d d amt about this compulsory 
We have thought an . re 11 our Rabbinic students for 
year in Jerusalem for a our conviction that Jewish 
a long time now. It 11 in thil direction, and 
history is pushing us bard t ove forward accordingly. 
that we have no choice but . 0 11 to pu' t this first part 

. ge and vision i at the It requires coura f Rabbinic stud es 

• • 

of a radically new program 0 that the Board of Gover· 
HUC-JIB into effect. 7~pray 
nors will approve it. 

1181 
taken. It 

t r brief discuaaion a vote 
Dr. GlUeck took his seat. Af e . uld bave at 

on of RefOrJI Rabbi& VO 
'llaa unanimous • The next generati bad at iast 

Glueck'& dream . l Dr· least one year of training in Israe • 

corae true. 

1970 

-
• . 

• 

• , 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

. previoUSlY as 

Stu.dent representatives, nutea as ttatuden &• 

~ these mi 
~eats" vere now referred to 10 
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rd beard a report 
BOB 

155 
that the Los A · 

for their new campus 
ngeles school had b 

roken ground 
on November 9, 19£$.732 

Dro Glueck told the Board that · 
Hebrew University 

WOuld maJte 50 
dormitory beds available to BUC-JIR t d 

a u ents coming f o t 
7?J3 r he first year 

in Israel. With great expenditures in sight 
for the Jerusalem and 

LOS Angeles schools, Dr. Glueck introduced 
a note of caution: 

• • .it might. • .be advisable to consolidate h t 
we have undertaken until now. • • 734 w. a 

Then Dr. Glueck happily announced the creation of the Effie Wise Ochs 

Chair, a $500,000 gift by Mrs. Arthur Hays Sulzberger.735 Still not 

satisfied, he urged the Board to make the Centenniel Fund goal at 

least $30 million.736 And finally, though he disliked the principle 

involved, Dr. Glueck and the Board or Governors agreed not to let any 

new contracts on buildings until the publication of the CCAR atudy.737 

June 4z l;9JO Board ot Governors Meeting 

In anticipation of Dr. Glueck'& planned retirement in J\llle of l972
, 

th . l S 1 ct ion Com1ni ttee • 738 Tu1 ti on was 
e Board organized a Presidentia e e 

t $1 200 tor the 
raised from $8oo to $1,000, with a further increase o ' . 

following year. 739 
the HUC·JIR reaction to the 

Dr. Glueck' s report centered on d 
vhicb bad occurre 

t ion of Cambodia, 
ragedy at Kent state and the invas 

earlier in the academic year: · 
our caropuse s. • • 

vandalism on ontinue to 
We had no strikes or ted however, and c could not, 
The tragic events. ex:~t 0~ all of us· ::udY vi thout 
exert a powerful 1lllP gular courses of of the 740 
however, pursue ~ur ~= tbal1 eV'er bef~~:Y and our warld· 
taking more cognizan of our soc t 

i turb&nces d racul Y 
:problems and d s students an 

~ in which tbe 
• Glueck outlined the activities 
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• 

• 

}lad involved themselves: 

A. 

B. 

5 days of general seminars 

One week in Washington . 
• 

• 
• 

• . 

The president assured the Board that all · 
academic work missed would b . e 

completed by that summer or early rau.74~ 
1 

• • 

. . 

October 121. 1970 
a 

Dedication Exercises at The J ~. , 
erusalem School -

Mrs. Helen Glueck recalled this day as one of N 1 e son Glµeck'a most 

haPPY times: . 

Jerusalem. That was sort of the apex of .his 
dreams for the College. 742 ... 

• .. . . ~ 
• 

• 

Golda Meir's receiving an honorary degree from the College pleased him 
• 

tremendously. 743 In his address, he stressed the bond between Reform 
• 

• l • • • • • 

Judaism and Israel: 

• 
• 

• • !J '. • " 

• • . . -

It is this revolutionary undertaking in the training 
of our rabbinic students that I would stress on this 
dedicatory occasion. I have always maintained that 
there. is nothing which concern& the people, land and 

, t rn Jewry in America 
State of Israel tbat doesn conce We believe that the 
or any other place in the world.herever Jews live. We 
boundaries of Israel extend tot w if 1 may repeat a few 
of the American Reform movemen ' 0 "believe that 

dd s some years ag ' h 
sentences of my a . re~ 

8 
iritual enrichment tbroug 

we shall find continuing P I l and in all . ce in srae ' 
our institutional present we have soilli8thing to con· 

' . 

• 

modesty also believe th& d religious life of Israel 
tribute to the cultural :n 
which we so dear lY iove •. iete ·. · ~j 

i dlY tor comp . 
but determ ne · l in all 

. We shall labor quietl.Y actice here in Israe ch :tree· - , . . . , 
freedom of religious ~rare confident tba; ;uaU Jews 

· the phases of life a~e established here ~re.dition and 
. \ dom will eventUBllY with their own 

. .. , : , . to exercise in accordance . . . - - . , bool.S 
judgment • 7 44 . . · · .,, 'l · . · of three new sc ' 

. ' . creator 
. . · · - · fUll career· waY for 

Nelson Glueck bad bad 8 . for bill to make 
lllol. . . . it "88 nOll' ti.me 

der of a religious eDIPire, · 
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8 
ne'i man. But there were a numb 

. er of things he looke 
before bis retirement. One of th · d forward to 

e most important . 
. , to him, was the 

prospect of ordaining the first woman rabb. 
l. 

nr. Glueck loved ordination Mr 
' s. Glueck recalled: 

He always told me every ea 
so important to him E Y r that ordination was · 
"That• s why I do 1t:"745ery year he's say to me, 

But the upcoming ordination of Sally Priesand was to be an extra special 

event for t~e President. Mrs. Glueck remembered him saying: 

I go to the CCAR every year and I hear the men 
fighting over whether they can ordain a woman, and 
having long and learned debates about it. And I 
just cross my bands. • .I don• t say a word, because 
I 1 11 going to do the ordaining.746 

• - .. • 

Dr. Glueck' s illness would prevent him fro• reaching that day. But his 
. . .. I 

• 

sensi ti v~ ty to the rights of women was a haJ l mark in his administration 

and in College history. 
• • 

liovember 12, 197Q Board of Governors Meeting -

This was to be Dr. Glueck' s last Board of Governors meeting. He 
• r. 

. . 

· · ·· 1 1 July l 1972, and 
was elected Chancellor of the College, beg nn ng ' 

· · 
1 1975 747 Dr. Alfred . 

VOUld become Chancellor Emeritus on July _· ' ~· • · 
. Glueck'&. successor. as president of 

Gottschalk vas elected to be Dr• . • ,,J ~ .. ..- • • 

• • . " • • 

liUc-JIR • 7 48 

Students here 

tion on all Board 
igbt of represents 

attained the r ticipation in 
rward in student par 

CODJID • t 1 tees. This was a major step fo 

College affairs.749 

In his last 
. th Board, 

report to e 

h18 successor: 

made 8 pledge to 
Nelson Glueck 
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/1.nd so do I, Fred, :Pr01Dis 
you in whatever years e aU the aid I ca 
desire such assistance remaiin to me, insofar nasrender 

1 ' w th the you may you a one will possess and understanding that 
executive authority that 1

11us~ exercise the fu.ll. 
th id · e ection to th 

e pres ency carries with it.750 e office of 

T}le burden of the presidency had passed t 
0 8 new generation. 

1971 

Februarx .11, 1Q71 
a -· Board of Governors Meeting 

The Board of Governors met, aware that Nelson Gl k 
uec was gravely 

ill· Dr. Alfred Gottschalk announced that the new California school 

vould be dedicated on November 5th of that same year.751 

The next evening, after the conclusion of the Board meeting, death 

took Dr. Nelson Glueck. He was 70 years old. People all over the world 

• 

mourned his passing. National magazines and periodicals eulogized him. 
-I 

In Israel, students recalled that people who did not even knov him wept 

openly at the set·vice in his memory· 

An era had ended in the history of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 

wth The man, the 
Institute of Religion, an era of tremendous gro • 

f
. tly into a combination vhich had 

times, the people bad meshed per ec 
aw that we can begin to 

accomplished fantastic things. It is only n 
d an international institu

llllalyze that strange chemistry which produce 
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C HAPrER THREE: THE REASONS FOR THE GRO"WrH OF THE 

HEBREW UNION COIJ.EGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION • 

SOME PERSONAL REACTIONS 
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SOME PERSONAL 

---~~. REACTIONS . 

• 

. 
• 

WhY did the Hebrew Union College 
. - Jewish Institute of Religion 

exPSnd so drama ti.cally under Nelson Gl k' 
uec s administrative SW.ding 

band 1 Wba t set his years in office apart f 
rom those who came before? 

We cannot know the complete answer to those questions f 
' or we have no 

way of testing our assumptions by the standard of Dr, Glueck' 
8 

per-

sonal thoughts • 

There are, however, certain striking impressions which emerge from 

the gestalt of College history. The facts hint at them. The opinions 

of those who were there point to them. And we, as objectively as pos-

sible, will attempt to report them, hoping that future historians will 

amplify and expand upon our conclusions. • 

From a small school in Cincinnati, struggling to keep its head . 

above water financially, HUC..JIR has blossomed, in the last 25 years, 

· ar to have been 
into an inte1·national religious institution. · There appe 

two lllajor factors in the school' 8 phenomenal growth. 

• HigrORICAL CIRCUMSTANC~ . 
THE FIRST REASON. = FT a Glueck 

F , d under Nelson 
. titute blossome 

One reason that the College-Ins . tion of the 
. i an exam1na 

&nd · an be found n 
not under his predecessors c tion. We need 

h administra 
hist . · · · urrounded eac 

or1ca1 circumstances which 6 Wise's dogged and 
ll . . . of Isaac Mayer 
Ot delye too deeply into the bistorY . . hOOl• Wise could 

l isb one sc 
•cine . to estab .. - · l the 

t1llles bitter struggle merelY . til tbe origins , 
h- . l complex un 
~l'dl . . ·rnationa r in the 

"1 have constructed an inte t bY bisto Y 
\. was cas 
~OJJle ba Wise, tben, 

se, became a reality. . -
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role of builder, 8 builder of foundations for the fut 

N 
. th ure. 

ei er Moses Mielzin er nor Gotthard De t u sch, as interim acting-

presidents, could have assum d e an expansionist posture. Both men 

realized that their job was t ke - " " o ep the College running smoothly until 

the real president could be decided upon and brought to Cincinnati. 

some of the qualities exhibited by Gotthard Deutsch, especially bis 

political involvement and vision of a world Jewish conanunity, indicate 

that he might have been an expander as a president. Three months, 

however, brought an end to his service. 

When Ka11fmann Kohler became president, the College needed philo

sophic direction rather than great development beyond the borders of 

Ohio. Kohler witnessed the move to Clifton, the first new buildings, 

and a general expansion in the areas of curriculum and faculty. stan

dards were raised, and a uniquely Reform approach to rabbinic education 

created. The point is that this was all done within the confines of 

the Cincinnati campus. It had to be. We have mentioned bow the Board 

of Governors envisioned Kohler as a developer of already existing 

components of HUC. He was to take what Wise bad built and give it depth 

and scholarly respectability. That he did. He was not called upon to 

go beyond this task, and be did not. 

Julian Morgenstern's presidency saw the first stirrings of an 

i111petus for real growth. The OcbS·Rosenvald FUnd started the college 

. ibilitieS But then came the Depression, 
on the path to exP&nsion poss • 

The resources of the country were first 

and after that world war II· 
f total commitment to military 

severeJ.y depleted, then revived or a 
ld at war delayed great visions for 

victory. The realities of a wor 
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future of HUC. 

.. 
By the time Nelson Glueck became president 

of historical circumsta . 
/ 

however, the forces 
nee had come t ogether in such a .way as to 

implicitly command the College to reach beyond itself to a waiting 

country and a ready world. Rabbi w. Gunther Plaut recalled: 

• • 

• 

• 
• • 

When the war ended Thr 
of this human dest;u~t:i ~e immediate consequences 

. landscape of Jewish lif~~ a tered the once familiar 

First, the yishuv in Palestin 
national recognition of its iedpressed toward inter-
the victorious nations dispos:de~n:::~e1::d iound 
The United Nations made the recognition of t~ee:;w 
Jewish state one of its early achievements. Israel 
as the state was named, became the heartbeat of th , 
dispersed people. e 

Second, since the numerical and cultural hegemony of 
European Jewry was wiped out by the Nazis, America 
now harbored the largest and economically most in
fluential Jewish community. • • IJke the United states 
of which they were proud citizens, they suddenly found 
themselves burdened with never-ceasing world-wide 
responsibilities and were not always sure either of 
their strength or their direction. 

Third, the destruction of the six million bad drama
. tically demonstrated the catastrophic results of 
· anti-Semitism. • • (Therefore) there was a radical, 
. if temporary, suspension of overt anti.Jewish prejudice 

· everywhere.752 

In addition Israel's victory in the War of Independence changed the 

stance of many Jews: 
(Victory) ••• produced a new Diaspora affirmation of 

• 

.. 

~ . 
• 

• ,,, • • i:; • 

• • ·. ... .. 

-... • 
' 

. · Jewish peoplehood and identity. Where yesterday there 
had been flight there was now retrenchment, even . 
advance; the synagogue began to move back into the 
f'U].crWD of concern; and, on some minimal level at 
least more western Je...,s than ever were ...,illillS to 
say, ;nd to say publiclY / "I am a Jew." 75} . 

• 
• 

Israel's struggle for li:f'e, and its victory. The new hegemony 

of the AJDerican Jewish coa1munitY• nae tacit encouragement of Jewish 
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rebuilding by the Christian c 

O!UnJunity. i'he new-found identity of the 
Jews of the United States. Al 

l these factors combined 1118ndated action. 
The new sense of id ti 

en ty demanded great nev numbers 
ot teachers to convey the lessons of Judaism to a h l 

w. o e generation of men and women 

who bad neglected and/or rejected their heritage. For this, the Hebrew 

UD.ion College bad to train 1110re rabbis. 

The new hegemony of the Allerican Jewish community in the world 

de1Danded a greater JeWish presence in cities throughout the nation. For 

this, the Hebrew Union College had to build additional schools, 

The reality of Israel demanded a reappraisal of Refo?'lll1 s historic 

anti-Zionist orientation. For this, the Hebrew Union College had to 

restructure its ideological foundations. 
• 

i'he new-found friendship of Christians demanded a reaching outward 

in an attempt to cement a relationship for the future. For this, the 

Hebrew Union College had to become even more universalistic in its out-

look. • • 
• • 

Nelson Glueck unlike his predecessors, stepped into the leadership 

of HUC at a time when College growth vas important to the entire world. 

Historical circumstances had created a challenge which had to be faced 

Nelson Glueck would meet that challenge. 

• • • • 

• - a tr FRIE AS 
THJ!t U?{IQUE PERSP!W!ITY OF NELSO~ .G~CK THE SECOND RF.ASON: 

it f the right man to seize. History provided an opportun Y or 

Nelson Glueck's organ za ona . i ti l genius and imagination took that potential 

· u·se had spent the bulk ot his creative and maximized it. Isaac .Mayer .. 1 
• 

years "- s Mielziner was a Talmudic scholar creating the College. ,..,,se 
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and well on in y h . ears w . en be ass111ued th v . e post. Katifmann Kohler was 60 

years old when be took the P . d resi ency. Besides, we have seen how rigid 

and narrow he was in hi s personal perspective and how he denigrated the 

New York school at its inception. Such an outlook was hardly conducive 

to a broad, wide-flung College sphere of influence. Julian Morgenstern 

strong enough personality to push the Board o.P Gov was not a J. ernors on 

into new, imaginative schemes. He was not a fighter,754 which is not 

to deny him his rightful status as a great scholar and teacher. 

Morgenstern just was not the right man to expand the college. 

A further limitation on all these presidents was the treaendous 

power wielded by the Board of Governors during their respective adminis

trations. In the early days of the College, the Board determined every 

penny that the school or students received, even money for shoes.755 . 
• 

The Board during Kohler's administration was equally in control, and, 

while Morgenstern' s years saw a lessening of the Board's attention to 

details, no decision was ever made by the president alone.756 The 

freedom of action necessarY for great growth was just not available to 

any of these men. ·. 
Certain personal characteristics and lack of administrative con-

trol, therefore, contributed to the reluctance of each of these 

presidents to reach out to the rest of the countrY and the world with 

the contributions wbicb the HUC had to offer• Julian Morgenstern, at 

end of bis years as president, began to understand the historical 
the 

the 
college, but by that tinte it was too 

imperative which confronted 

late for him to act • 
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Nelson Glueck matched the historical imperative with a strong 

personal imperative. Here, for the first time , was a president who 

combined the qualities of th you ' imagination and a driving will to 

realize his vision of what the College should be, a vision which was a 

reflection of his own personality and life. By learning more about 

Dr. , ' y e a le to better understand his Glueck then we ma b b success. 

' • ue a a strong personality and great First of all Dr Gl ck h d 

determination. Mrs. Glueck remembered: 

He was one of those very lucky people who had a v 1 . t ery 
c ear pie ure of what he wanted to do in the world.757 

If he set bis mind to something, nothing would stop 
him. Nothing.758 

He knew exactly what the College needed.759 His conviction that 

he knew what was best drove him to lead, rather than follow, bis Board • 

We have seen how at times he made a commitment first and handed the 

bill to the Board afterwards, undoubtedly convinced that in time be 

coul.d convince them of the rightness of the program which he had 

tmdertaken. He often took many meetings to prepare the Board for his 

formal proposal. But even his preparatory language was strong. It 

was never: "Maybe we shall do this." The language of Nelson Glueck 

was: "I am forced by history to present this absolutely mandatory 

course of action. 
11 

In short, . where previously the Board of Governors had run the 

College with the assistance of the president, Nelson Glueck ran the 

College with the assistance of the Board. He was the boss.
7

6o The 

alumni and the ccAR, while welcomed in an advisory capacity, had no 

real p~er to affect College policy.761 The UAHC was rebuffed by 
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Glueck whenever they attempted to move into any area of authority which 

he considered the private preserv f bi ~("\ e 0 s presidential office.70(: No 

one made decisions for Nelson Glueck 763 Th • e College expanded because 

the man with the vision also had the power. 

In addition, Nelson Glueck's interests and personality made him 

well suited for the historical era in which he took on the mantle of 

leadership. In a time when Palestine was the center of world interest, 

here was a man who had uncovered some of its greatest secrets. In a 

time when the opportunity for cooperation with the Christian connaunity 

presented itself most dramatically, here was a man committed to train-

ing Christian scholars at the Hebrew Union College. At a time when 

Jews were beginning to turn back to a religion which they hoped would 

be meaningful to them in a modern age, here was a man who said: 

Judaism is hearts, not bats.764 

At a time when the United states Jewish community was confronted by the 

responsibility of leading a wider world, here was a man of two _worlds~ 
How many times the students of the College heard him utter those words: 

While I am a resident of Cincinnati, I consider 
myself a spiritual son of Jerusalem, and will con-
duct myself in that way. 

And, at a time when the teaching of Judaism was a great necessity, here 

was a man who respected and cherished and demanded learning: 
• 

. 

• • .If they're not going to know ~bout Judaism, 
I'm not going to run the College.7 5 

• 

ited for the times in vhich he 
indeed, was a man perfectly su 

Dr· Alfred Gottschalk phrased it ao well when he said that Dr· 
Here, 

1ived • 

Glueck: 

• • 

• 

766 
.could never resist the tug of history. 
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Historical ci rcumstance provided th e opportun1 ty • Nelson Glueck 

supplied the personality, vision and d . etermination to take the dream 

and make it live. It was a perfect match. And that it · ' seems to this 

n reason -that the Coll writer, is the most importa t ege grew. 

THE FOUR SCHOOI.S: A SECOND LOOK 
• 

' re appear to be Given the advantage of historical hindsight the 
• 

very substantial reasons why each of th f . e our schools of HUC-Jm came 

into existence. Hard facts and "authoritative opinions'' yielded the 

following impressions to this writer. 

A. CINCIN?iATI • 
• 

• 

• 

The Cincinnati school came into being through the 

creative tenacity of Isaac Mayer Wise and the fertile ground 

of the Cincinnati Jewish community. The people or Cincinnati 

wanted what Wise had to offer. Through their support, Wise 

was able to bring other cownunities into the College family 

of active advocates. Tbe Board of Governors which survived 

Wise included members of his family, vho made sure that the 

College developed in Cincinnati. All future presidents were 

chosen vith the understanding that they were to develop vbat 

Wise bad begun. We sav this commitment in some of the public 

pronouncements of Kohler, Morgenstern and Glueck· 

Nelson Glueck, especiall.y, was devoted to Cincinnati. He 
• 

was born and raised in that city, educated and ordained there. 

His vife's family and friends had had roots in Cincinnati soil 

tor as long as six generations.767 When he assumed the presi· 
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dency, Dr. Glueck had a fi ne faculty, good facilities, an 

active student body and te . po ntial for future growth. He was 

not about to give that up so easily. 

Over the years, as ch 11 a enge's to Cincinnati's viability 

increased, he told his wife Helen that: 

' . I'm going to make the Cincinnati sch 1 so 
strong that they won't dare move it.~8 

, . 

He maintained throughout his lifetime that, even though 

Cincinnati did not have a large Jewish community, the relaxed 

environment of a smaller city was more c~nducive to the pur-
• • . . 

suing of academic goals. Thus, the Cincinnati school, now 
. 

enjoying the devoted administrative skills of Kenneth Roseman, 

was developed in every possible way. 

NEW YORK 

It is the overwhelming opinion of those who knew 

Dr. Glueck well that he did not wish to take over the New York 
• 

• 

school. For the record, and anonymously, one individual after 

another expressed this feeling to this writer. The question 
• . 

• 
• 

is why. • 

. . the big city, especially as a place for a rabbinical school. 

In addition, he did not approve of the academic standards set 
' . 

by th~ jIR. f0r its students.769 There is strong sentiment, in 

We have noted that Dr. Glueck did not particularly like 
I • 

. -York school was due to his determination to raise the academic 
. ... 

level of its rabbinic program, and to establish firm control 

- . 
fact, that Dr. Glueck'• major interest in taking over the lev 

• • 

over its ruture. 
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Whatever his misgivings, Dr. Glueck realized that the 

school had to have a presence in New York. Great n1imbers of 

. e College bad to meet their needs• Jews were there, and th 

e ew York school became a reality, therefore, Once th N 

· OJ. academic ex-Dr. Glueck applied the same rigid standards ~ 

cellence to New York as he did to Cincinnati. Dr. Paul 

Steinberg, who became Dean of the Nev York school in 1960, 

points out emphatically that Dr. Glueck never cut the 

important elements of bis budget in the eleven years of his 

administration.771 The New York campus, then, vas not . 

· developed as extensively as Cincinnati, but it bad presi-

dential attention and firm financial support. 

LOS ANGELES 
• tr L 

The facts reveal that HUC-JIR originally went to the 

· west coaat as co-partners vi th the UAHC in the Loa Angeles 

College of Jewish Studies. soon thereafter, Reform Jews in 
. 

· ' mitment to their coaDAUnitY by means of a rabbinic school. 

Los Angeles began to pressure Glueck to make an academic com-

There were hundreds of thousands of Jews in Los .Angeles. They 
• 

• 

. 
• • 

• • 
• 

• 

College-Institute and the Jewish Theological Seminary for the 

allegiance of these western pioneers. The minutes we examined 

suggest that ns•s presence in the west may have greatly 

' accelerated the school's move to and growth there. 

had to be reached· To some degree, it was a race between the 

There can be no doubt that the California school was the 
• 
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creation of Isaiah Zeldi 
n and Alfred Gottschalk, with the 

tremendous support of la 
YJDen, especially Mr. Jack Skirball. 

But it was Nelson Glueck who saw what bad to b d 
e one, found 

the right men, and gave them the 
freedom to build. Students 

often heard him admit: 

I have been very fortunate in having extremel 
capable lieutenants• They do all the work Y 
and I get all the credit. ' 

Dr• lewis M. Barth now serves as Dean of the newly completed 

California ca11pus, which was dedicated November 5, 1971. 772 

D. JERUSALEM 

Future studies of the history of the College will probably 

confirm the conviction of this writer that the primary reason for 

the Jerusalem school was, simply, Nelson Glueck's burning desire 
• 

to have an HUC•JIR institution there. We have seen that, from the 

very day he took office, he clearly enunciated his intention of 

bringing every student to Israel tor at least one year of his 

rabbinic trainipg. There was no great Reform Jewish co111101mity in 

Israel. There were no other American seminaries vying with HUC 

to vin over the populace tor institutional purposes. Nelson 

Glueck'• dream brought the College to Jerusalem. 

• 
Conditions, of course, were favorable to the plan. Israel's 

victory in the war for Independence made it a focus of world 

attention and admiration. As years passed, and it became apparent 

that Israel would survive, people of all faiths began to visit 

Jerusalea. They came back :fil.Jed with wonder at its beauty, an-

tiquity and modern advances. The spirit ot Israel captured the 

• 
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imagination of people everywhere in the world. 

The original HUC school in Jerusalem was devoted to archaelo

gical and biblical studies. Although HUC-JIR students took 

advantage of some of its programs, the curriculwa was not devoted 

to rabbinic studies. But, with the Six-Day War, the flood gates 

opened. More and More people visited Israel. Many more dollars 

became available for programs in Israel. Knowledge of the Hebrew 

language became a goal for thousand and thousands of individuals. 

Nelson Glueck seized this historical moment to create the dream of 

his old age, which had been the vision of his youth. He took 

destiny by the hand and led it to Jerusalem, vhere today Dr. Ezra 

Spicehandler serves as the Director of Jewish Studies. 

that: 

At the time of Dr· Glueck's passing, it could be honestly said 

The sun never sets 011 a graduate of the Hebrew 

Union College.77} 

Nevertheless, the College-Institute could not stand still. The 

new president had already been selected. There was no need to wait, 

The work of the HUC-JIR could go on wi tbout delay• In response to a 

then. 

new day, however, 
The College once more looked 

emphases would change. 

to the future. 
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CHAP'l'ER FOUR: THE HEBREW UNION COIJ,EGE - JEWISH 

INSTITUl'E OF REI·IGION UNDER DR. ALFRED GO'l'l'SCHAI·K -

AN EYE TO 'fHE FUrURE 
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f~~. NEW PREpIDEif11: DR. ALF'RED ®rrSCHALK 
a 7 

'When it came time to select a successor to Nelson Glueck, the 

choice was quickly narrowed to t wo men, both young, vigorous and ima.gina-

ti ve individuals. The first candid.at o- • e was ~bbi Samuel Karff, rabbi of 

historic Temple Sinai in Chicago. The second candidate was Dr. Alfred 

Gottschalk, graduate of the College, builder of the California school. 

When the final vote vas taken, GottschaJk emerged as the president-elect. 

The date was November 12, 1970. 774 

Alfred Gottschalk was born in Oberwesel, Gex·11ia.ny, on March 7, 1930. 

In 1939 he came to the United States with his family, settling in New 

York. He received his B.A. from Brooklyn College in 1952, and was 

ordained by Nelson Glueck at the Cincinnati school in 1957.775 

We have seen how Gottschalk left for California, not !mowing exactly 

what awaited him there. We have seen how he rose from Director in 1957, 

· to Acting Dean in 1958, to Dean beginning in 1959· We have seen how be 

ascended from Assistant Professor of Bible and Jewish Religious Thought 

in 1959, to Associate Professor in 1962, to a fl1JJ Professorship iD 

1965. Bu.t the promise of this young president lies, not so JllllCh in bis 

titles, but rather in his approach to Judaism as a response to tbe needs 

of real people. • 

l bl·s feelings about Jewish scholarship: 
We know, for examp e, 

• 

Passive scholarship was not a rabbinic ide~, no: . 
ought it t~~ tbe ideal of colleges and universities 

tod.e.Y· • • 

The purpose of Jewish learning, then, is to create 
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the human being who is a Jew ~o the knowledge e.nd val , passionately attached 
involved in the ~urni ues of the past, deeply 
his people.777 ng present and in the life of 

The need for involvement in th . e world about you, however, does not 

. nu.c excellence and understanding of all that lessen the need for acade . 

Judaism encompasses: 

This t ge~era ~on will require your involvement not 
your alienation from Jewish tradit. mi-. , • r . ion• ~,.ey will 
equire your comn1jtment to mitzvot to the •t 

of the. ideal social order and not . its submi!:~:. 
they will require Juda.ism as well as Jewishness.tTa 

A rabbinic school must mirror this mixture of schol a.rship and societal 

consciousness: 

The program of our College is in harmony with the 
statement that "A university is not a social inStitu
tion; it is not a monastic retreat; it is not a 
paradise for tecbnicianSi it is not the protector of 
inert ideas; it is not a censor of intellectual con
formities; it is not a grc>up of buildings without a 
soul; it is not a refuge for timid scholars." A real 
university is a creative center which anticipates the 
future and which bas a sense of conscience a.nd moral 

obligation.779 

• which the Los Angeles school developed unique forms of educational 

Dr. GottscbaJ.k's convictions found expression in the manner in 

programs. The day before the fol'XMl dedication, in November, 1971, 

Gottschalk spoke to the :eosrd of Governors about some of them: 

• A. TBE SCHOOL OF JEWISH C 
'.lUl"~ SERVICE: Deen Gerald Bubis 

In but three short years the school bas made its mark 
and baS been tendered the bigbest fol'lll of flatter)'• 
The eouncil of Jewish Federations and welfare Funds 
bas designated our School of Jewish CoJIDl'lUJl&l Service 
as one of the official schools for training Jewish 
cO!lllllunal workers. Wbile our School is young, we bave 

· had forty-one students in our sUJJID"'l' program and 
several hundred in our year-round courses and institutes. 
Twenty have graduated in. our certification prograJll• 

• 

., 

... ----------~~~---+c:: s;w..!' • swzo . ! i4· ,,, ;1 f ••• e;;;• ' a " -
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Seventeen of the forty 
to enroll in our Maste~ne have indicated a desire 

. . time' the summer ro r s program. For the first 
students and th P gram has attracted rabbinic 

e year-round progr f t 
rabbis, many social k · am ea ures several 
attendance In war ers and conarrunaJ leaders in 

• the last month th s h 
eluded az·ra.ngements with th , e c ool bas con -
Cal

. e Universitv of South 
ifornia School of Social w k ~ em M.s.w. program.78o or for a concurrent 
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B. THE RHEA HIRSCH SCHOOL OF EDUCATION: Rabbi William Cutter 
Di. 

, 

c. 

rector 
• • 

• • .a joint Master's Degree in Education with 
U:S.C.'s Graduate School of Education bas been develo d. 
Fifteen candidates bave been admitted for the Degree.lf81 

. . 

THE EOOAR F • MAGNIN SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES: Professor 
Samson H. Levy, Director 

• 

• • .provides a program of studies lesding to Master 
and Doctoral Degrees in our various Schools and the 
Ph.D. in conjunction with the University of Southern 
California.7~ 

• 

These jmagina.tive programs, added to the rabbinic school, museum and 

library, make the Los Angeles branch of HUC-JlR a great center of 

Reform Judaism for the entire western bal f of the United states. 

Dr. Gottschalk's great accomplishments in the early years did not 
• 

go unnoticed by Nelson Glueck: 

He watched Fred for years and saw the same kind of 
· integrity and dreams for the College ( tbat be himself 

bad a.reamed) • 783 · · 

• 

Ke realized tbat AJ.;fr~d Gottschalk was the right men for bi& own time: 
. 

Every generation bBS to bave its own kind of pers~n. 
. . And he won't be my kind of person at all· But be ll 

do a job~7M 
Nelson Glueck heartily approved of this youna president. He sav him as 

a b\tilder ef Judaism for tbe ruture. 
Wben Nelson Glueck died in Februal'Y of 19711 Alfred Gottscb&lk 
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shouldered the burdens of' the presidency 18 months earlier than 

the July lst, 1972 date originally set by the Board of Governors. 
On 

February 24., 1972, he was forma.Jly inaugurated as the fifth president 

of' the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.785 

The evening before the inaugural service, a great banquet vaa 

held at the Netherland Hilton Hotel in Cincinnati. Representatives 

from the Board of Governors, CCAR, University of Cincinnati, UAHc, 

Faculty and Al•unni all participated in the ceremonies. The MaYor of 

the City of Cincinnati spoke, as did the president of Xavier University, 

a Catholic school. The major address lf8.S delivered by Avraham Hanuan, 

president of Hebrew University in Jerusalem. And, :for the first time 

in any inaugural ceremony, a student, Leonard Thal, offered congi-atula

tions on behalf of his fellow students.786 

. The next morning, at Plum Street TeDiple in Cincinnati, Dr. Alt'red 

Gottschalk stepped to the bimab to deliver his inaugural address. He 

began by acknowledging the builders of the past: 

• 

• ., 

The College-Institute has always been the intellec
tual arm o:f our movement. It vas made such v!Y me~-

t decessors whom you, Mr. Kopald, ha . 
grea pre ed in the o:ffice o:f President since tioned and who serv line o:f 
the founding of our School. I succeed a tours 

h have shaped the very con builders and scholars w 0 t This 
of American Reform Judaism for almost a c:en urhy. d 

.p iri tlJal £ore bears ewe small but at1g1JSt group O.L sp . 
· rries of Jewish historical 
from the rugged qua f liberal. Judaism. Not con-experience a phil.osophy o lso 
tent to be ideolo~ists ~onehii~=~ ;:;~ ~nto the life 
activists, enmeshing the~ P of ! movement they were 
o:f their tim7. As the so~~=· spiritual and 
more than heirs to our pe rr::.ey risked those treasures 
intellectual treasures. d in the arenas of 
in the marketplace ofii:;a:b!11course of modern Jewish conflict yhich detern1_n . 
history.7tj7 

• 
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Dr. Gottschalk recalled h ow, as a young boy in Germany hi 

father took him to the 1 s grand-synagogue on th 
Nazi "Krystallnacht" e morning after the infamous 

, and how he saw the s 
Torahs f loati anctuary devastated and the 

ng near the waters f . 788 o the Rhine, ripped and torn to 

pieces. The nightmare created a dream: 

I will never forget that out of it emerged a dr nightmare of Nazism. Yet 
like an unbendable res~~tio~t dre~ possesses me 
the scraps and bits d n. to piece together 
unity• It bas been wanithresto~e them to unfragmented me since my earl ut 
as a source Qf encoura eme Y yo h -as a guide.7tl9 g nt and direction, as a norm, 

o e e new goal of the HUC·JIR: . The dream was t b th 

Jewish existence in the past was ~ harmonious 
amalgam of learning, teaching and living To recreate 
that unity is our task. 790 • 

, a responsi-In purslijt of the goal, Dr. Gottschalk continued Ht.JC bad · 

bility to relate to real-life problems: 

In our School the question is often asked whether an 
academic institution in which free and unfettered 
scholarship flourishes should concern itself with 
the pragmatic problems of life; whether the mind 
should open its doors to the tumult of the marketplace. 
The answer was provided for us at the beginning of 
the Second Century by a conference of Rabbis which 
met at Lydda· (Kid. 40b) Rabbi 'larfon said action is 
greater than learning. Rabbi Akiba contended that 
learning is greater than action. 'fhe Rabbis resolved 
the issue by teaching that learning is greater because 
it leads to action. • • Education and intelligence 
together with work, spark the revolt against the ills 

of the world.791 • 

The new president listed some of the problems that the coming 

generation of Jews would have to face: conversion, anti-Israel senti

ment, the p1ight of Soviet Jetrr:Yi alienation from Juda.ism by youth, a 

new need for KJeJ Yisrael.792 Be stressed, abOVe all, the need for 

Jewish unity: 
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Here lies the 
J t greatest chal J 
ew' o let our very bei·= enge for the modern 

rest in that ng, our mind 
f overarching unit . s, our spirits, 

o us to bear the total Y 'Which requires each 
historic memory or 

We were all our .People. 
slaves in Egypt 

received the Law at Si . , experienced the Exodus 
trekked through countl nai, exulted in the Pi:vmised Land 
th~ Prophets, sang vit:s~h:xiles, saw visions Vi.th ' 
P~losopbers, debated with t:ets, th~t w-ith our 
cipated, again enslaved b habl.aJ?listaJ were einan-
through the State of I ' ~ed at Auschwitz and reborn 
Jewish experience thats~eaii There is nothing in the 
is whole with the Lord. ,,793 en to a Jew ''whose heart 
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The College, Dr• Gottschalk l d 
p e ged, would concern itself with wider 

world problems as well . 
as specifically Jewish issues: 

Surely~ we at the College-Institute, must deal with 
these issues too. A total life style and 

in our religious civilization.79 
• 

The College would be open to Christiana, as well as Jews: 

From its particular vantage point, our College-Institute 
reaches out to the world. It welco1nes to its study 
halls scholars of' all faiths. We learn from one another 
as well as from books. 795 ' 

The president closed with a plea for a con1mon purpose and for 

mut1Jal regard between all members of the College family: 

. . ' 

• 

• 
. . 

What is needed for us to succeed is an atmosphere of 
mut1Jal regard, con.anon striving and trust. It is only 
within such an environment of mature endeavor that 
creativity can flourish. . It is reasonable to expect, 
it is a hope to be cherished, that those vho seek to 
devote their lives to the teaching ot our gz~at faith 
will be among the first who wiJ l clear away the debris 
that bars man :from man and prevents us from under-
standing one another. If ve succeed, we s!f9tl be ready 
to cross the threshold of a new beginning.7 

• .. 

The Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion bad inaugurated 

• 

Only time will tell if be a new leader. He aimed at many new stars. 

will reach them. 

• 
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A CONCLUDING WORD 

The history of HUC-JIR has al ready spanned over 125 
begin counting with 

1 
years, if we 

saa.c Mayer Wise's fi rst unsuccessful attempts at 

establishing a schooi. The College-Institute will celebrate the lOOth 

Anniversary of its fonnal founding in 1975 • 

'Where will the College go from beret Any 8JlSwer to that question 
• 

• is pure specttlation. This writer feels that the greatest growth over 

the next few years will come in Los Angeles• With the popuJation boOm· 

1 ies, c ances are that ing and the new school geared for ''today'' activ·t· b 

it will become even larger within a very short period of time. The 

school in Jerusalem will be expanded through a joint building program 

with the World Union for Progressive Judaism. 

It appears, at least on the surface, that tbe New York school 

will have to be expanded as funds become available. And Cincinnati T 

There are those who feel that the original home of the College will be 

cl.osed. This writer is not emong them. Students of population research 

know that a great population explosion is about to take place in the 

South. · When that happens, the Cincinnati campus, ironically, will find 

· itself' come full circle historicallY to its original status es a 
It bardJ.Y seems likely that a campus with such . 

. . a great .number of new Jewish f8111ilies to serve will close. 

· Whatever happens in the future, however, history will record that 

'' th
11 

gateway to tbe Sou • 

the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion served Judaism 

well, aiways building, always searching, and always reaching for its 

• Vision of a better world and a stronger faith. 

• • 
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Jewish Archives Box No. 1566. 1 incJnnati, American 

Eisendrath, Mai~irice N. Letter to Nelson Glueck regarding UAHC all d 
interference with the academic freedom of HUC-JIR June 7 l9~e 
American Jewish Archives Correspondence File. ' · ' ' . . 

Finkelstein, Louis. ~e ~ews, T?~ir Histogt Culture, and Reli~ion. 
Harper and .Brothers, New York, 1949. · Volumes I .& II, 

' 

Franzblau, Abraham N. ''A Quarter Century of Rabbinical Training at the 
Hebrew Union College,'' Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, 1933· 

Glaser, Joseph. ''The History of the California School of the Hebrew 
Union College, '1 interview by Den~el Syme, New York, February 8, 
1972· . 

• 

Glazer, Nathan. American Judaism, University of Chicago Press, 1970· 
a • a 1 c 

. 

Glueck, Helen. ''The Life of Nelson Glueck, 
11 

interview by Daniel Syme, 

Cincinnati, .July l, 1971· 

Glueck, Nelson. Address given at the Dedication Exercises of.the 
Hebrew Union College Biblica1 and Archaeological School in 

Jerusalem, October 13., 1970. 

· Biography (~rent Biosra;ghl) H. w. Wilson Co., 
a 

Inaugural Address as Fourth President of the Hebrew 

Union College, Cincinnati, March 13, 15)48. 

· Interview by Ruth Lyons on th7 WLW 50~50 Club, 
, , ci.llcinnati, ~cember 20, 1963, American Jewish Archives Tape 

• 

a a 

.. 

• 

No. 495. 
.. Letter from David Ben-Gurion to Glueck as~ng hilll to 

ret11rii io Israel to do his work,. January 13, 1954, American 
Jewish Archives Rare Documents File. 
. ' of Israel" radio broadcast of Dr: Glueck's 

·'Message 4 1948 .American Jewish Archives Tape 
r Inaug\iral Address, March 1 , 1 

No. 495· 
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a ''}4 

favorite· a • USic For Men, II rad. 
7 

ewish Archives Tape 

-·---,~~":"----~- '~ . 

. - y, 1955. , 
• 

,, . . 

'.No Compromise With Principle " (CC'" n ,,, 
· ' "'1l\ .1. ear book LXI) 

1951~ 5 a 

• 

----------- Opening Day Message, Cin 
. cinnat1, October 4, 1947. 

• , . ' Persona J Reflections o th T 
Me,, Cincinnati, November l 1948 ~ . e opic ''what Has Influenced 
No • . 635. ' ' erican Jewish Archives Tape 

• • 

''Psychiatry and Reli · rr 
Radio, Cincinnati February .20 l9:8on, radio program over WLW 
Tape No. 495. ' ' ' American Jewish Archives 

• 

Ke Remarks on the assassination of President John F 
nnedy, Cincinnati, November 22, 1963, American Jewish Archi • 

Tape No. 205. ves 

--.-~~~~---Speech regarding the Six-Day War 1967 American 
Jewish Archives .Box 2382. . ' ' 

• 

---·~~-7 ___ Statement protesting treatment or Jews in the Soviet 
Union, May 18, 1967, American Jewish Archives 13ox 2382. 

. . 

''Synthesis of Judaism and .Americanism, 1
' sermon 

delivered at 200th Anniversary of Temple Beth Elohim, Charleston, 
South Carolina., American Jewish Archives Tape Bo. 495. 

• • 

--~~---~ "The Future of American Judaism, '' talk delivered at 
UAHC regional convention, Lexington, Kentucky, .1952, American 
Jewish Archives Tape No. 495. . 

. 
• • 

· ~ ''The Present and Future of the Hebrew Union College-
Jewisb Institute of Religion,'' ( CCAR Yearbook LXIII) 1953· 

.. . · · ''The Role of th~ Hebrew Union Coll~g~ . in Jerusalem,'' 
address delivered at the dedication of the Jerusalem School, · 
July 7, 1963, (CCAR Journal) October, 1963. 

a 

' 

GottscbaJ k, Alfred. . Bio~aphy1 Hebrew Un.ion College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion, 1971· . · 

Eulogy for Dr • 
-s--.Fi-e-

2

b-ruary----!l~4-,--::197l • 
Nelson Glueck, Cincinnati, 
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''Fr --·~Fi~·~r~th~Pr~-· ~. --- om a Nightmare to Dr '' 
es1dent of HUC-JIR Ci i a earn, Inaugural Add.re 

' nc nnati, February 24, 1972. ss as 

I ''On Ji . ·· ewish Learning '' f\7'\ Angeles, 1962. ' "l:'e~n.g lay Address, Los 

''Th 
f 

e . Man Must Pe the Mess e '' 0 . . 
or the HUC-JIR Cincinnat. J a.g , rdination Ad.dress 

' i, . une 7, 1969 • . 

---::-:--~~-- ''Training For the Ref . - Ra Unio~ College-Jewish Institute of R:~ io~b~nate at ~he Hebrew 
Am~Fican Ac~demv of Religion III·3) o tg ' (Bulleti~ of the , . . _ • c ober~Nove.mber, i96t>. 

HaJper~ Jeffrey. Statement ?f prot~st against the War in Vietnam 
~th. a pe:sonaJ, and official reply by Dr. Nelson Glueck , 

HUC 

• 

• 

- JIR. Ceremonies at the Inauguration of Alfred Gottschalk as 
Fifth President of HUC-JIR, Cincinnati, February 23-24, 1972. 

--~-~---- Ceremonies at the Inauguration of Nelson Glueck as 
Four·t;h President of the Hebrew Union College Cincinnati 
March J2-14, 1948. I 

1 

--~~~----Ceremonies at the Installation of Rev. Dr. Ka.ufuiann 
Kohl.er as President of the Hebrew Union College, May & Kriedler 
Press, Cincinnati, October 18, 1903· 

--~------Correspondence between the faculty and the Board of 
Governors regarding admission of women to the College for the 
p1Jrpose of ordination and resolution to discourage such practice, 
Cincinnati, 1921-1922, American Jewish Archives Misce1Ja.neous File. 

. 

---=-~-~---Correspondence regardjng the dismissal of Gotthard 
Deutsch, Cincinnati, 1917, American Jewish Archives Pn'K No. 1748. 

. 

Dedication ceremonies material from the scrapbook 
of the California school, August-September, 1957· ------~~~~---

Dedication of' the California school ot the HUC-JIR, 
___ Lo_s_Ang __ el._e_s-,-September 8, 1957, .American Jewish Archives Tapes . 

Nos. 721 73, 73a1 74, 74a. . · . 
. 

First sermon delivered at HUC after the death of 
-· __ I_s_a.a_c-IJIJIMa~·-ye-r-1 W:~ise, Cincinnati, April 7, 1900, Americl!lll Jewish 

Archives Miscellaneous File. 

Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
-· -~Ge-n_e_r_ai~F ~I:::-rnf~o~nna·tion Catalogue, 1972· • 
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.. . . 

---::":="~~--·-· Note on the universal aim of HUC ( . XXV:3) Cincinnati, September 3, 1a75• , American Israelite 
• 

• 

---~~--.- ''Portrait of a College,'' ''Message of Israel'' broad
cast honoring the 75th Anni~ersary of .HUC-JIR with Dr. Nelson 
Glueck, March 5, 1950, American Jewish Archives Tape No. 456. 

tip rt • t f . It ff.a6 . 
--~--. ___ o ra.1 o a P.a.bbi, Message of Israel" broadcast 

h~noring the 75th Anniversary of HUC-JIR with Dr. Maurice 
Eisendrath, March 19, 19501 American Jewish Archives Tape No. 456. 

. . 

________ Minutes of Board of Governors Meetings, 1942-1947 
American Jewish Archives Microfilm No. 387 K. ' 

--~-----...;;Minutes of Board of Governors Meetings, 
American Jewish Archives Microfilm No. 387 L. 

--~----- Minutes of Board of Governors Meetings, 
American Jewish .Archives Microfilm No. 387 M. 

r 

1947-1950, 

1948-1953, 

Mi.nutes of Board of Governors Meetings, 1953-1955, 
----~----------American Jewish Archives Microfilm No. 387 N. 

Minutes of Board of Governors Meetings 1 1953-1955 II, 
-----------------Amer i c a.n Jewish Archives Microfilm No. 387 o. • • 

Minutes of Board of Governors Meetings, ----------------American Jewish Archives Microfilm No. 582 • . 

• 1956-1961, 

Minutes of l3oard of Governors MeetingS, 1956-1961 II, 
__ ....,.Am_e_r"!""ic-an--=J=-e-w-=-ish Archives Microfilm No. 582 A. · · 

Minutes s-£ Boa.rd of Governors Meetings, 1962-19711 
-·--H-UC---~Jl'!:'!B~M~i-n-u-=-te :Books, Cincinnati. 

m 

a 

. 
· · Proceedings of meetings of the senior class, as 

protest against an unjust exam, Cincinnati, October 16, 1905 -
June J.8, i906, American Jewish Archives Box No. 2576. 

-

Processional. a.t the Inauguration of Dr. Alfred 
Gottschalk as the Fi.fib President of HUC-JIR, Cincinnati, 

FebruarY 24, 1972• 
Pro ram for participation by the st~dent body in 

· . g . End the Vietnam War, CUlcinnati, 
---~t~h-e~Sp--"".r~i;-:n~g:-iAM~obill:ati.o~ ~ h Archives Miscellaneous File. 

March, 1967, American ewis 
. ation Banquet in honor of Dr· 

.:PrQgram from the ~ne.ugur HUC-JIR Cincinnati, . 
-----=-Al~f~re~d~· Go~t:+t~s~chal k as Fifth President of . , 

FebruarY 23, 1972• 

--~---·~-----
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the Fi Service of Ina t fth President of HUC-~~- 10i:1 for.Alfred Gottschalk 
' inc1nnati, February 24 1972as 

"s , • 
---rC;::i::n-:-ci~nn-. -· a-'."t~i-- 6ome Interesting Facts About Our ' 192 , 1930. Hebrew Union College, n 

--~-:-::----:---- Statement by th t declar~ March 28, 1956 a na:i~;~e~ts and faculty of the HUC 
regarding Negroes of Alabama Am - Deliverance Day of Prayer " 
Miscellaneous File. , erican Jewish Archives , • 

--~-=;---~-- ~iPWosia & Addresses of th ~elso_n G!ueck as the 'FoUrth Pres. d t . e µ,i.a~tion of Dr. 
College, Cincinn8.ti, March 12_15; ~~48~r the Hebrew Union 

. 

Janowsky, Oscar I. Th Am London, 1942. . e ~r.ican Jew, Harper & Brothers, New York and 

• --~~~.--.-- The American Jew - A ReappraisaJ., The Jewish 
Publication Society of America, Philadelphia, 1967. . 

Jick Leon A ''Th Eff rt f . 'i • e o s o I. M. Wise to Establish a Jewish Col J ege 
n the United States," Cincinnati, December 14, 19671 American· 

Jewish Archives Pox No. 1278. 

Klein, Edward. 
New York., 

''The History of JIR, '' interview by Daniel Syme, 

March 15, 1972. . . . 

Kohler, Ka.uf'ma.nn. Hebrew Union Colle e and other Addresses Ark 
Publishing Co., Cincinnati 191 • 

---~---- Letter tc:> Samuel Adler regarding bis reasons for 
emigration to America, 1869, American Jewish Archives Corres-

pondence File. 
. --~--·--- Sex-mons, addresses and correspondence, American 

Jewish Archives .Box No. 2277b· 
~ 

Korn, Bertram waJJace. Retrospect and Prospect, essays in commemora-
tion of the seventy-fifth anniversary' of the foundj.ng of the 
Central Conference of American .Rabbis, 1889-1964, New York, 1965. 

Kresh, Paul. The .American Judaism Beader~ Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations, New York, 1967. · 

JAndJDB.D,, Isaac, editOr. Tbe Universal Jewish Enc clo dis. YolUJlle 7, 

New York, 1942. 

Levinger, Rabbi Lee J. A Histo of the Jews in the United states 
Union ef .American Hebrew Congregations, New York, 1970· 
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Lyons, Maxwell ''Th b · • e History of the H b 
Y Dr• Stanley F • Chyet et al e . re~ Union College' " interview 

American Jewish Archives T~pe N~. c~~l.llnati, May 28, 1963, 

Marcus, Jac0b P.ader ''The Fut . 
1956, .American• Jewish Arc:::esofTathe NAmerican Jew,,, Jantiary 26 

:Pe o. 220. ' 
• 

''Th . 
by Dr s-1-~-, e History of Hebrew Union College II • t rv1 

• VQ.J.uey F • Chyet et a.l c · 1 ' in e ew 
American Jewish Archives ~pes.Nos~~-~ti, April-May, 1963, 

--~~~~ ....... -- ''The History of the Cal· r 1 8 ,, by Daniel Syme c · · t 1 om a chool, interview 
, 1nc1nna 11 January 25, 1972• . 

''Tom ' p · '' ---=--~---- orrow s rospect, Address to CCAR Convention 
June~ 16, 1965, .America.n Jewish Archives Tape No. 325. ' 

Marx, Robert J • Ka.ufma.nn Kobier a.s Reformer, . M.H.L. dissertation 
HUC-JIR, Cincinnati, January, 1951. 

1 

. 

Ma.y, Max B. Isaac Ma r Wise the Founder of American Judaism a 
Biosraf.hY, New York and London, 191 • 

. 

--~------ 11
The Hebrew Union College,'' (N7~ Era !:18§azine IV:l) 

December, 1903· . • • 

May, Mrs. Albert J. 11Isaac Mayer Wise, 11 speech on I. M. Wise 
Delivered by .his .daughter to the student body of HUC, Cincinnati, 
March 9, 1962, American Jewish Archives Tapes Nos .• 56 & 57 • 

. . 

Mielziner, 
l93l.· 

El J a McKenna Friend. Mose~ 
7 
Miel~iner, 1828-1903, New York, 

a 

• 

Mielziner, Moses. Letters to the 'fhard .of Governors regarding faculty 
students and library, Cincinnati 1899-1905· American Jewish 
Archives Correspondence File. 

Morgenstern, J1J1 jan. ''American Judaism," a.ddress at llOth Anniver
sa:ry of Temple Obabei ShaJ.om in Brookline, Massachusetts, 
November 27, 195 3. 

Correspondence with Bishop Francis C: Kelley . 
___ r_e_g_a-rdi~.n-g~Fa~ther Charles CougbJin1 1938-1939, American Jewish 

Archives Correspondence Fi1e. 

Letter to Adolph s. Ochs justifying the presence 
----o ... f~Cb~I~~i~s-="t-:si-an-students at the College, American Jewish Archives 

Correspondenc~ File. 
. 

''Survey of the Achievements 
-
7 

__ _,(~C~CA~R~l~e~ar::;b~o::s;ok; XXXIV) 1924 • 
a 

" of Reform J1Jdaism, 
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• 

''Th ---:;In:::-:;-cli~. an-a-po~l-is-,- e Future of American Judaism " ( 
Indiana, September 2a, 1945• ' The Jew~~h Pos~) 

. 

''Th . e Task of the Heb u 
tion to the Union of American H b rew Ilion College, " a saluta-

--~~-~~- ''The Task of th H delivered at the inaugurationeofe~~ew Union College," address 
the Hebrew Union College Cine. t7 seventieth academic year of 

1 inna i, October 7, 1944. 
. 

Philipson David ~ · Lif . . ~ • · e as an American Jew an A t b.i 
Cincinnati, 19 l. u o o a"' .... 

--~~-......... --''The History of the Hebrew Union College 11 (Heb 
_U_ni_· o_p_,_7 C_o.;..l.;.;.le.;;Jg~e;...;:J.;:u;;,;bi:::· l=e==e~s..:.;Vo~l::l:!JinE~e) Cincj nna ti 1925 • ' . rew 

. . 

New York, 

Plaut, W. GlJnther. The Growth of Reform Judaism World lJnjon for 
Progressive Judaism1

2 Ltd~, New York~ l9b5. ' 

Refo~ Ju~ism, essays by Hebrew Union College Altunni, Hebrew Union 
College Press, Cincinnati, 1949. 

Schneiderman, BaITy., and Karpman, I. J. Cannin, editors. Who
1
s Who 

jn ~rld, .Jewrl.J New York, 1965~ 

Segal, Alfred. ''After 70 Years,'' history of HUC, Cincinnati, 1945. 
• 

Silver, Samuel. ''The History of the Hebrew Union College, u interview 
by Daniel. Synie, Stamford, Connecticut, March 10, 1972· 

Singer, I. B. "A Visit at the .Rabbinical Seminary in Cincinnati, 
11 

(The Jew~2~h2 1)3.ill, Forward,) February 171 1965 • 

Steinberg, Paul. ''The History of tbe Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, '' interview by Daniel Syme, New York, 

. . 
• 

March 10, 1972. . 

Temkin, Sefton D. "Isaac Mayer Wise, 1819-1875," Cincinnati, May, 
1963, American .Jewish Archives Microfilm No. 801. 

''The Hebrew Union College," (The Sabbath VisitOr XVI:4) Cinc:lnns.ti, 

. A11g1Jst, 1886. . . . . . · . 

• 

UAHC. ''Development Fund for American 
Juda:ism," fund raising pamphlet 

by .UACH, New York, 1959· 
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''p . -·---· ~~~--·-· roposi tions regarding H u C ,, 
UAHC Commi.ssion, Milwaukee W:i • • "• • 1 presented to 
C St ' sconsin, July 11 1878 Bl o., eam Printers, Cincinnati, 1878. , ' och & 

----~--- Resolution and letter to Dr J b 
regarding the establishment of the Americ • aco R. Marcus 
Cincinnati, November 17, 1948, American J::i::w~hh~rchives, 
Documents File. c i.ves 

-

Wise, Isaac Mayer. Letter to ltu '' • .. 
policy, Cincinnati, 
Box. No. 2333. 

Meyer in regard to HUC admissions 
September 6, 1898, American Jewish Archives 

--------- Letter to ''Son'' regarding HUC, Cincinnati 
American Jewish Archives . Correspondence File. ' 

. 

--------- Letter to Samuel Adler concerning the foundation of 
a seminary for rabbis, Cincinnati, December l, 1857, American 
Jewish Archives Eox No. 2333. 

---------letter to the editor, (The American Israelite), 
Cincinnati, A:pril 30, 1866, American Jewish Archives :&lx No. 
2333. 

---------Protest against a resolution of Dr. Wise and others 
stating that the Talmud is acknowledged by aJJ Jews as binding, 
Cincinnati, 1855, .American Jewish Archives lbcuments File. 

-

--------- Re;?Ij,n~scenqes, Cincinnati, 19()1. 

Reports to the .Board of Governors, 1899-1900, 
---C-in-ci""."'"·n_n_a~tlMl!'i-,-AJ~,nerican Jewish Archives D:>cuments File. 

Wohl samuel. ''3 Point H. U. C. Expansion Program Outlined by Rabbi 
'Samuel Wohl,'' (The Jewish Post) Indianapolis, Indiana, December 1, 
1945· . - . . . . 
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