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lf-r: I J 
llltroouctory Essay to 11"l1e Syn1.gogue in f'ol:...nd rroo - I.300 

A des cr ipt i on of e.n\ i nstituti on duei ng a cert~in time and ~itbin 

e certain pl~ce w;s b..l l Je ba.ve p1.4rposed in the study indertaken h::re . 

B~t cer tain questiuns inevita~ly suggest themsel ves in connection Jith 

w.ny inst it ution. These • e propos e t ~ consider i n the introductory 

essu~ Every humc.n &nstit ut i on mus't ful fill certt.in hum&.n demands; 

and 'the pa rticul ar _form of t:.ny one is i.h & result of t he preas~e of a 

tice during whi ch t:.nd pli:.c~ wi t h in vhi ::h i t exists. The questions th~t 

s uggest t hemselves 'then &.r e: t.1hi..t del!l&Ilds di d t he synagogue i n Poland 

ful fi~ , ~hy d . ci i 't ass ume ~ cert~i11 for m, ~h~xmici anci , i n these res~ects , 

ho • did it di ffer Crom t he synagogue in gener ::.l . There i s a ! uriher 

considen.ti Jn . Jus~ a~ an in1titu'laDJ1 is i nfluenced by existir~ _ 

et tic and dynamic f or ces , it , i n t ur n, i nfluence! 1 S11ggests a.~d makes 

possibl.e a f urther sche:ne , anti cre::..tes ne-;1 dy11am.ic forces. For furt her 

gr &.ti :icat i c..n may be suggesiea by t t.e i !'l st itut ion i t self , giving rise 

to new machinery t o s~tisfy Wl inte8*er liemand , or chancing cir cumst an -

cee creti.t.i ng ne·a nueds , may eend pCop1 t. t o t he inst i tuti on1 if at all 

proven satisf~ctory i n t he past , for further ful f i l ment . In wither 

c ase it must influence and d ~~ ermine t o a marked degr ee the new forces 

or movements eqi..1.atad by needs phis t he st r i ving t'"' fulf i ll t hem Thes e 

.genen .l pr inci pl :e .fi ll pr ove ~o bl! admirably illustrated by tbe 

institution we a r e goi ng to des cr i be . 

ihe.:t demands in gener al does t he synagogue f u2 f ill e.nd what i n 

particlllar di d t he o .. e in Poland bet •.eeen the IGth and 18th centuri es 

f ulfi ll! At the outset some prejudices must b ~ r emoved f r om t he 

• 



l' age II 

modern mind in connect iun .1it h a so -cu led •religi ous• institution 

SJlC!'l as a syn.agogue. Vague religious needs or emotions are usually 

lJO&tu1e..ted end t he chur ch or eynifogue b ecoc~s t he pl E.ce for their 

express i oneonc e a ·week. These r el igious needs e.pp ear to l1a.ve but 

litt le to do "litb e.nyt hing !iuman. J ustice : fr aternity, learning 

ar ~ provinces a part. Human inst i nct s , impulses, desir es are not 

r e l igious needs, ~ s t h e mo dern min~ underst ands i t. For grat ific~tion 

o f appetites one hardly go es ~o a modern synagogue. Not so the older 

synagogue . It aff orded thG poss ibiblity ol ane erected t he agency 

fo r , tli e grat iti cation of almost the whol e ~a.mut of h uman desires 

and i mpulses • 

./hen a " e.1 ha.ii :a gr iav:mce ~.gunst hi s f ello\1 J e111 , he could gain 

red:-ees in th_e s ynagogue, hi::.v ing t.h e righ, ~ s top t he servi ce for the 

:p.1.r pose. Pugnacity, self-asseriveness and t !:e like <LS ·.:1ell as charity 

w-1d hu!!!ilit y found exp r ess bn i n t he synaeogue. Ther e you \:lent to l earn 

IJ \ I f JI" 
to gain distinct ion and honer t hr u ,.1 i yot h or c::i t!ie q roud ,1 to meet Ellld 

engage in social int erco 1.1rse ffit h your f el lo·.'ls. J oy and merry song as 

well as sorro·.i and '.7eeping '.7er 6 to be found t.he r e . It II.fas a field 

of a at tle (ti th s c~oh.rs wnongst 0U1er s fo r combate.nts ) a public House , 

a cl1.1b , made h~rmless but uniting :.rnd solidifying its me~bers . And 

l 
i t •.re.s 1 a t t he SE.me t i me a pla c e fo r 'l"cst- cy ~nd s a intliness. 

This i s true of the s ynaogue everywhere i n all p~st ages and i s 

~ specially true of the one i n rol~no . Ther e its fu.,ct i ons b ec!:!.l?le mor e 

extensive$ more people en joying tnem, and mo r e int.ensive as a r esult 

of c ert a i n pecular dem~nds .. t.he Polish s ynagogue had t .: meet . This 

11e have to consi.aer further. 



P .... _ e r:r 

•• t. f irst olush s uch dTI a::. s er ti-.n \Vould ap!) e~r t.o cont r ad i ct f&.cts . 

It. seel!ls, on t l. e contr ;_r y , t h;..t t he synag ogue in Pol u.11d shr z.nk in pr o -

I n other l ands t), e; s ynagogue ·:t f..S eo- extens i ve wi t h the com-

::Jlmity . l n 11ol e.r.ci i"t '.ms but :Jurt of i."e comt1uni t y , conet i tuti i ng 

or.j:_, ont. of t he CLctivit ies o f KU?t..l. ~onzst many ot hers ·::Lich incl uded, 

:.v. g~t."lerin~ , ois t r i b·.iting c.oriop., l y r i[!-:l.s - . t1.ft1. t-.. - supe~ising 
o.C, 

:>1.::iines& d '!lui :>[ S , s _t.t l h 1' .. disp1;t es , c~ !:.rity 1 he k t h , ::ieting out :ust ice 

w .. ~ so fc. r t h . J . .. ish CO!!:ItlUnhies eleer:her e
1 
und ert tJ:i~£ onl y pl.rt o f t r. es e 

a ctivit ies , co ul a gr oup .. :-1e':1 r..rouna t ~H:i sym.i.got;ue . ~ '4er e,, ho·.;•ever 1 

f 9:1 o f t1.ese E.ctiv::..tios cou ld be aa eoc fa.t · d :Jit h the synabogue . nd 

even 3hen sooe o f t hem "ii ere c~rrie -. on U:i t.he ey!la~ogue edifi ce , s uch 

ts.s l. .. e SU:Jpor t o f s chol. .. r s .vho st uai ec t a er 3 , or i ne i nil i cti c.ri of 

p uni s h ment i n or netlr T.h e s ynagogue , t r.er e .ier e still the ?:..htl · ~ 

r u.t 1&r t. hl:.n the synagogue ' s conc t. r n . 

conco::r .1ine OM:: c i t y - en.cow - '-l.c.. l. i.i1ty l ooke<l upon the synagogue as 

cir 
}'art o i' th~ cl':ar i t y -C~iv it i es . .Nllon~ 't !le f Jl1ct:,,11s t o b e dis cnt:.r~ed 

Q J 
by l.!10 o f f icers of ci1a.r i ty - ::;) /' 'd .:J 1/c ~t, - \'fl:l.S c.l::..o i:~ 

' e r y ~lo quont i s .. itc re.ct t !11 .. :t t l.e .11..r dens o f t h e 

u 
s ;:nagogue v.., 'fl fl ju ~ c ~ ~- .. e r r- ,~ r.t 1 . • 1:: der s o f t J.9 co'lr.unity. 

... :. ey .1er" mi nor e.x9cut i v es ai-1loint ed b:: t i.e f arnus s l m, t he re::.: KW. .... l 

l e .c.:r a . 

t ·.e s: ne.gc.igve, i:T. s erved _:re.::t er numbers ~nd f ulfi l lt·d mvre of t h ei r 

dema.-:d!l i. i.1-Jl " ~ else .Jh er e . l n ot he r :'!o··ds tJ1i s i n s"t i t ut i on 

b i:c:..!!le in r oland ?:Jor e democn .. t i c t he....., it hll..d eve r b een . The r eason 

fo r tnis Je h1 ve to seek io the f i eld of economics. 



Joth dur ing t!:~ cent uries • . .mder revie11, wh en , except ror Tur key , 

e st o f •'olti.nn , ~/e.s b·Jt s~·ursenly pot •..tle.teo by ~ewe . Ei.."lO even 

t.he 1•r ecedint; cent ur ies wr en t here were cons ilJe r : ble num·oers 

i; .. ere - the Ja.1ialf> ccuv1...ti 11 o;.itsiae o! Poland w<:.s money-lend ir:g . ;:ot 

... :1 e .1s, ho.1ttve r ~ could be r icl : :..rid lend r.:oiH:Y · ·i'l: e reot 3er:.. petty 
8-1 J,, 

t:·-oers of second h1.J1d ~oods or r e;tc..ir1u-s, .,.. h..yll ecclesir-sticl of :the 

r ict: :':IOn&:,i le~der . ?':.st of tb e~ .1ere. probably both . 'i'he 11ell - t o -do 

fo.:.:'d , .L •• 'thg s:1ne.gogue rnost c!' h ie i nstincts gratified . '!'o the 11<. r ger 

mt..jority of poor hc·.;ev.:r , the z::;ne..;ogue coulo onl y ser'l •: 1...s a. melU\• of 

'l'i.e rc 1ie coJ lo 1:>ri..:1 1 l ~ r n, ; os s i.J but not g1<.i!'l distinctLn fo r instanc£, 

ncr i...c1. i 1 . ..riy .~~"J tl .. t ~·ould float ti':e notio?.s o ! t!le • t:ru~t ' . I. r et ainer 
- fl .. m.-.a"j' '"' petty tn.;.d ~r , .. it!. ;:.very :=!Jre:t:.d o: inc even.jence cone ' -nd ' 

tr.eref ore :nean - spirited , .10 11(1 , . ith oui. prote;;t of i.." o .. en Cil'ld coun.i;e1.1us 

n ;s::: i.. •• t. s chol..rship , 't !:& rest .ioulJ sl i p iuto :.naiff ::: r ence. "ot c- r ing 

fo r hono rs or disl. i octLr:, .. a,·i~( b .. i. 01.e concer n , i.O co llect ~ fe 11 

cr .. r.bi: o ~f 't!:e t.ablss o f t.t.c r:.cl 1 • .. 1: ey u.:.e :not •ven ~v...J.l ther.:selves 

o t; t:l sym .. ogtd as 1r ··o .: se of ieanin~ , ny means of h:cn t l!c/ mi~ht 

~ "" have Q.e¥eme 1. i1 e e 1u w o: t. :.e 1:1ttl"tr1i c£t . 

i'ar C. irfereni, ho·»ever, .J<i.8 t he sii;uatic.n in r ol..I.d . i.ver y .i e.1 

1.1~s i~1uevenoent . 
··e 'lfE:..S e:.th er o. p ro ~r:etor of a moi:opl y, 1;. ste .. - r d 

of w-
1 

es i; _t& , er wi ~.onoru.ol e oerczotilll. <::!16~gec ir1 ::.~. orting ;.,uci expott -

ing • -'e fell himself usefol u.'1d r espec~ed. (It. is only necessary 

to r ee.u "!;he memoirs of 3er of velecho .r , liho live1... E:..r- 1 1.i:te &.s th e decline 

1' 
o f l ol:..nd to b e convinced of this, ! ) 

l)5ee e.lso 9h J.. So l orno?J '..'."-".Ion ~1;.~ to Sr;,'/ on the differer.ca of t he relish 
~nd ertC:..Jl J~~ - ~he i.nnepenu ence and s elf-r esp ec~ of t h e one and t.he de-

i;r a.dat i 1.1!1 of l h3 Oi.lil! r. . 



c c;.}csecl of c.rt is1:.ns e.nci s :ce.11 f '-.rr:ers , i!J i.h e occup:..ti ... n oi nsitber of 

They 

:: ~ .. hsrefor e , .lituout exce~ti. r- •. :t..ntec; tc sh~r~ :"t<ll y ill .. :.u't the 

'rte o ff i citi 

• .. -~ ._. .. E::s. , :.o,,e·.• ::- : . : -t;.c-.0_ s - i f ..:cier.t to hci.:se c:J.l fe r i> t' .. :1.: r :oul d 

T •. ee-t. J f:! ' c O!.: l j ht.1 ~ - "- - _c, er. 

:> ••• c .... 1 -. 1· :-t.;.· '!Jei or .., tf: e ' nr.,uc! • • .111t..t t:.e ~· aid then .a :. .• .oimpl • . ·~ o 

at i:: syn1..gogu.et o :.:te;.u~ t r.e o f Eci.,.l onc;;f . Ti; :..s ·:hs not c:.lt o i:eth ~r 

t. r' c.r ::...1 uerm:..1 .• tr.t: ·\ .. bbi .:oul :i hf:..v e h ' .. i; r i vt t e ouny:.:.n . 

· ... 1-'oli:Jh Je\7 too~ !'u!l c..dvw:t _;c e: ~ t his pr ~ cedent . 

'Y-. er .. strict decor..im w .s e!lforced i..r.o individ.;.ul -

Beb.tS . '~e r est ~oula b~ve to o~ ~e co:-o~s nobc.ies . '".'!.c ! =l.:st. ~e .. 

did not com.i->l:..in l::.b<...ins<. t .. e ior5...1 sync.gog;.ie • :le ignor eci it unc pr11:,red
1 

...,!".u l t rn .. a , ~1.d co~ all tr. e 11 onour£ o.r,d 1'lii.z:1:.ii.b h·. \'l:..!.t "u i n his Bot }: 

M~r.1i :ln .. sh . 

:::: __ .. ort , . r.; .. 1 s .1il:. t 

.. :· :~i..:- ' ! ol • ~ - •.: 'l ..: ; lf f •11:, or t J ... :.~ · .. ,, J•:,_.';'liJras.sh . Bein~ &.mbi t i.:>us I 
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9ut i 1. •. c!.d i t iori <.u :. e sdf- ::..icce:sted ::r :.tific ... t i n~ t.:.<::re :er a 

o:.r:.Eic.e ft;.ct. urs 't~kt. Lt..s:. er:ed uic ueci<i""a 't :"! ie .:cnsu1:.r:r~t.:.qj. 

:1.cre::.&1:c, ... r_ls c , ~ ~ -- · :; cl<: '-ir:.i ~ · 
: t ur 1~-: .• -. -: J, .. cf Bol w e ' 

:: 1- i;C 1:.:.11 ~· 
It'll .... "';;f,u :;uut.!: i.:: .... ~t. A r- ... rt. ' .. ~S CC. S't-.. 't tlr.nger, .. I :.J:·, t. .. 

:luc •. 1.. 

st 1. e Qf -f f '-ir~ . ..ii:ht u:...V0 "C .1CJ c:;.f fect &, 

,Jl,:t:: c.:r poss i ~ 1 : 

To cor,tinue li 1ir16 i t .1:...s ,,oc .. ssu-y fo r tr.e .. ... .. :v fine. sorn .. 

-. 
- ~ · 

compeu~:..tion !or his fe~r, C:w;ser &r.d c;t r cnuous living . ··e nteded r ., -

le..x~ti ur. , relitf, forg~tfulness . 
Some\/here !:o h~ci to discover e. somu:e 

of l'c .. cr "L G com.:tt:ri.ct t:is st •. :ts ~ utt er dejecti~i •• 



, 
loose, -as it . ..-er e , ~ivi110 rel i ef 1.o his t .. ut u~rves . .uid ...J.l thes e 

'' i i i.:.1 Jll:eci s .. e!"e f ...1lfillec .:n h ie s~agogue .:h~ ch becc.r.ie the riE..s s idic 

Kl a us er ::ii. ~bel. 

T ... er _ ev .:r:. · E:: .. f elt h1rr.~1:1 : ... beine: supE::rio:- to tle Jorld . Ir: 

't!. e ecst~.c; or . r<:.-.,'er, i r. t:-. e c_1wivi1..lit y oci soci:.:.l intcrcc.urse, ?.:lpt.o by 

-:. c coununic:...e tv n;u.Jj y 'tno ~ !.o:t.;..i.iY e se.l f- !" t:Glin,_ .. hi ch mi l itat .-.s 

fro;_ c L.ll , h. the n d.Ar e of t. 1;; c_se, ':. cc.nJ'iriea only 1.0 :.. fe.1. Since 

i:c.;ever ! i?'l 6V&r~• we;; c.. d i gnity or ;1c;si't:_ ... v e ~ e:.f i°~eli~- I. 0 ";C b e 

~e·;3:0. e1. 'tc .. ithst .. r.c ~.:. s oejt-ctL r. , t.. c. ci't :...del c! l cH..rdr.g !. C. t o be 

ur:o t rr:.:.n ec. • 

-':~:_t- .. is cone . 

".;oc. ' ~ .. .. r:c t · • • ' ':'. :.r.:-d : r.:...c. :..:::. In f _ct, H .. ui;l:t i. Le J3 e~ i ,t ar.c his 
It_) f~ ,, 1 l' ( u ~ " • 

f ollo .. o:-s, :.t il> . ·.-v ,:: . ti.; :. . Lrt. i1 <.. 1.0C ;:i1;c!1 . ncJ' hol f 11 !:~orie t 

i .. t:1c. Morl<l to cocc: . 

r l ri. '.c :! ,., t. : •. L ir.!· r; r~tcd 
I , .. • 

" t. 
• :- in1.o::_ 

.i. _r_ cc.i;dit i '-llS were r.o·. sc; h..:. r d, 

!" o: ins1. _nce 1 ir, L.:.t.hu .• :1- 1 .... 
~. 
~ •. u ~yu .. -

~ 
c.cbu(;• .reo:..i1.ao .. t.c ... t l.1. .i<:.E. w.C: nc:.ver bE: c • ..:=:e -!.1ie St .. t el. 

I .r. 'tu~ 110C: ;' d CJ .. c.:-k .L !-.4-V '.: :....t-::&:.,1 ted L rll1 tor o thw:i El. stac.y 

of ~ cro~ s t.ecti.,r., ' s it .,er e ) c f t .. u S/r1E.gogu& .:.n Pele.rid • ~j 



There nn} be set forth "t ne Uetails wf:ic l~ ~iecec.l toe;et.her ~Orl!lS tl.e 
I -/ 

}ictur e t o b e contem~l~teo i~ itself &.r•d i n the light of the yr i nc lples 

e;n~ncit.t ed 1.-; r c . }Jcr r;c\·er -;.: e f ::..cts sho ul u il lustr::..te the t h eo:-i es <:JJu 

const.it;.ie l :...r.d mi...r ks tlo1ig t he road o f cievelopr.:ent. rr..sc e is no.· 

lr: ft !or ce ~ti e f leb.SlH .. t G:Jtj of ... cr.nu•:. l ed:in=.-; ny vi..st inde~tcdness 

tc '· r of essor s. Uaron , without .1.10ee s uggest io n# , e. i d and encouragement the 

f ollowing piece of ·.;erk would nevEr hi...vo been done . 
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CRAPTER I. 

architecture and a rt of t he Syne.go~ue in Poland. 

Bot h t h e exteroul '1lld int6rn~l aspect of t he Synn£ogue in Poland 

preaent intereetiag C•aturea peculiar to it. .ie'll h E.v e to spet:k of _,:..~11. • 
. ~~~ -~~t.. 

i::.n archit e cture and an a rt not to be f ound elsewher~ Before ..,. clo '" ~~J 4/!"1 

a fe~ r eme.rks as t o the s ituation of the syn~gogue will b e in pl ace. 

From the Talmud t here ha s come down a tradition thrpugh t he Shalchan 

Aruch ( I ) that a Synagogue is t o occupy the mos t elevated pos ition in 

a town or Tillage, _tmd th~t it must to~er above every other building . 
I' 

For it is not s eemly that t he House ot God, a ' C-.}' l CJJll "' ..n·~ :'"', a ,, 

l esser Templ e, be overshado~eretl by a.ny other building. lt cun only 

occupy a poe i"ic,n corr es ponding t o t hi.t of t he Templ e in Jerusalem. 

That such a tradition .vould b e scrupulously obser ved goes ·uithout s ay-

ing . ht times and in cer t a in l ocalities t he t radition was carri ed out 

~- 1..) 
though not •dthout protest s from ~ church officials. But, most 

oft en and this f act speaks volumes for the condition of the Jew, it 

'Mas per mitted to i ul into desuetude!) Th e Synagogue in ?ol a.nd is no 

except i on to the almost uni versal rule. ,,e h~ve no r ecords of. any 

Synagogue th;;t u.ctually rose above all t hG oth er buildings . It 19 

r~t.her surprising tfien to f ind a '.llriter in the 'Ri :non• Vol I. No .J. 

wondering over the foct th<..t the Synagogue i n Druyr:. Lithuani£:. 'Nhicb 

he visited , w.s situ~t ed not on b high elev~ti on but near th~ river 

do111n bel ow. 
In fact t h e Polish J e~ish ~ol?ll!lentat ors to the Ore.ch 

Chayi m distinctly pobt out t he fact t!lt:.t these la•us a r e no longer 

r esarded ~-liei ther t he one 11bout building on the highest el eve.ti on . 

ru<.<'u.-~ f.>..-'1,., 

J\ '>.tt J~~ ,;,, {?~ tlfl) 
~ ) Cmp I J.braha..'714 J e.;ish Li~e in the l' i ouL Ages~ Ch:...pter G./v 1..J' 
3 ~kJf 1'~>~/t /~I rili>I! Jt/J'Pr »JP ,.,:,µ /''' 
") /If • .-f.. it~-.: 1/C~ • ? .ft ,J ~ 
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nor t h e one det.. ling :1ith t he f act t hr t t !le building itself must be t he 

tallest in t h e l oci::.lity . (I) 

No indeed, t here is r ut11 er rea son to beli'3ve th.:t t he Synagogue 

building tri ed to be as little conspicuous as poseible, t hat like the 

Je11 himself, it hid itself a:tte.y u..nd slunk into the obscure pl~c es , i nto out 

o f t h e way cornera and nooks so ~8 not to be observed and rive..l, .._... 

1or'9td, the church. This we h~ve in t he privile\ gee granted by J-:.n 

Sobie\i in 1635 and repe~ted l a t =r in 169~ t hr ou6h ,_rc°'bi shl } Lipskit 

( ~) to build or rebuiH t h e synugo5ue ill Zol kie 11 .;arni nt; uga.inst build-

ing in too prominant a s pot. (3) In f act it mus~ even rec ed e froo the 

strbet suffic i ently to build e.. houee on ~he spot left v~c~nt betaeen ~he 

synagog ue a.nd t he stree~. J.nel t !liS ,;;e find in f a ct ,whenever we look at 

a picture of an oh syn"'gogue, lo:.: builc ings a tta chea her e and t here to 

i t , 9hich served often as the house of t he Sba.~ash or even the Rabbi. Not 

to arouse t h e envy or ire of t he others h.:...s also been a aet ermining 

! e..ctor. 

llwiy s yne,gogues in ce1·t &.in loc l ities o r t .!:e Sa.st ht..ve been f ound 

to be situ~ted neGr strewns of water. There is even reason to bel i eve 

t hat in Be.b)'loni~ t h;..i. <ras t he r uh.r t; ) The position of t he Synagogue 

in Druya. alluciea to abo·re is r atl1cff 1>.rr 1:stini.; in this connecti .n. This 

~ e believe however to be an isol~ted example , s~ch ~ postion being not 
J ,J 

at all t h& rul e in Pol~d , and J us, in all probability, not deliberate 

in the case or Druy .. , t h e only r e son b eing , prob1:1.bly , t.t1 1::.t t he Je.,rti sh 

(I). Vid 
o rS.aober • s 
( 4) J :inc. 

J 
(~) Reprin~ed at tbe back 

t he church, nea r the Jewish gate. 
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s ectivn hap~~neci to be ne~r the river . 

S1. much 'h.lue t:ee::is t:> h ... ve been att ... c}1eci t o t'.-ie tri...dition concerning 

t i:e 6!':1.i1:H:n• e or the dynHgogue 1.:i. .. t t hey M·oula t _t le1J.st t adci ... little to t.he 

height of i.he syni.gogue .1henev e:• i.. t t..l l e r builaine .1as erected i n t il e l ocr:.li"Ly 

-
(I ) They tri!!o. 'to precerve t~1 e trc.dition, syiouolically, e..t l east . ~.nci tr.i s , 

:...e .ie elJall shoi:i 11:.ter, influenced tt1i; style of ·ou!lciing . Some stuck a pole 

onto the r oof to expr ess t oe ye• r ning for l~fi.hes s . This was ~owever decri ed 

by t :1e e. .1t horities ( ~) e.s cf no e f!:. c:..cy •h~t :: o .;.v er . 

Thus then the ayn~gogoe ~us , n~t urt..lly built in t h e Jewish qutiJ"ter, 

net..r t h e Jewish gate, c:.s t l1e pri'liloge gr anted to Zolkiew r ef..de , .vherev6r 

't he Je.1isl1 qul.:.l"t ar happened t o be, in the c...se o! Lubli~ (3' f o r ine~ce 

~ " the foot oi the hill Oil ;;hich tho Cb.Stle stood. It was not in an 

eminent position 
1 

in f 1.:. ci, r ·- tr •• r i oolc:.tea .;it}1ur~--n fro:r. vi~w, L.lthough 

:o o in .. of them .tere pretty l ;..;.r ge. On uu.z1y, litt.le additions to 1.he roofs 

~ere noticeubl 6. Ot hers fl~unted -are poles. 

Of course this description ls only a.flt'lico.bl e to t n1:; Beth lli...ltneseth , 

The Beth lia.<ndrash r equires in t his regard no tre;..t -

o ent disntinct fro~ "t:.I1y ordi n _ry house. 

Th ert~ is a not. i on on foo l. ( 41' thal. syu~goe;-es »ere buill. a little 

lo .. er -r.:11U1 t11e gr ound, _ few s t eps lc?J.dini; do,1n 1.0 t!::: entr uico in 1::.ccord-
/ , $"') H 

1..nc c ,1it h the well kno .. n verse in r.sulms 1~.l / :/t 1'-'l l''['ff ~ /tff,, ' irroo ,, 
t 11 0 de!"t..1s I ctt.11 1.hee' e;.c . 

It,, ho'aever, ex'l.remely improbi:i.~ l o ttl&t 

I founu no source for it . Bone 
~· syo1::.gogues were ~ct.ually so ouilt. 

of the codes , nll r commantators llllit.~ mention of it. If e..ny·11he re , sur ely 

1~. 111rJr_4 · 
{ 1) L .. ./7' lt, r/J· 'O 1/<.~ ( .:.~ , / , , /c,J T lilc. ~ c ' 
( 3) Dit: J"o t:nsit..d~blin fl-lllu.bto.n./. ! -s 1 Found W.so in nach s novel 

"K. ddi I · ·~ 11 
•elllag with Polish Jewry l. s 1 ...... a:iwn. . ~ _ . / .. 

:J 
. f .. ·. ~ //.- pf:;, to ~ fltt_~ 

{; ~ 1 ·~t; .,_,.,,.., ., . - - · ·1 ~ 
J-~ A~ ~ /"4- /...:.. /,&,-~ ~ 

,.., 1(~ tfJ-J, I J.,k-f 



y 

Page ...,. 

surely t a e ri.n.«ls of .... ctlkiew (I) when def:.li ng ,Jith the building of its Syna-

goGue ~ould specii y concerning so importw:it a convention. The fuct of its 

sil ence on tl1tf score t:.pp eara i;o me t.o be proof positive of the non- existence 

of wiy auch phenomenon. 

1't:e stone. S)ln;,..E;ogue seema to be ctu:..r;,..ct.eristic of thell~e town. 

Such cities as Cruco ~ , Lemberg , Lublin, h~ve no ~ooden synagogues to show • 

.. e are de:..lin& illith the for!tb.l Beth Ho.kneset h , of cour se. These stone 

edif icies ur o no different from similw- ocificei nny~here else. They t:.r e , 

or. t t1e _hole lorge 1qu:....re buildings, VJ t h exterior s r e.ther b· r e though not 

fobidding , but not Vbry imposing or attr active. RoWld •yn~goguea , t he 

shape in certain loc~lities , ( ~)Or tny oth&r shy~e diverging cuch from tn& 

s quu-e or rect(IJlgle, seei:; t1. be found no .-be.r e in Polanc . The bl:l.Te .,alls 

io.rr: relir.vc<i by .inoo-s h..:..ving t..S <.. rul e:: Rol'Gan t..rches . The Syn~goeue in 

Osi;ro~ (3)VOly~i- , h~s .... r _t her 4ul::.int f r ont r~cade ~ith I sooethir.g like ll 

frieze of cwaiu1..s shape emer ging above. Fr om both ends it rise& in 

ccnc~ve w~vcs tow6.Td6 t he centr ~ , ~her~ a sort of l ittle chess piece 

sticks up , JDL.rking the highest point of tl!e building and perht.ps symoCJl-

ising t he ol~ ~raditior. . Perh~ps for t he s l:.!lle r~e.son yo. get the strangely 

shi.._;ed r oof on the sync.gogue in 1/ieni~.re. near Lublin, '4' •her e behind a 

tri&.Dgul....r frieze t her e rises ter r aces ending up in u sort of ch.l;mney. 

(I) Publ ished et t he back of Buber 's 
( 3 ' See pict ure in J . E. 8: in r 3 a; .,; . 
Lubli1. pp 95 41t!S u;::a;:n:)pL 

,(,~. )- 1 ~1- \: 
';)'1f (2' J .E. Synqg. 

( ~ Sho:rn in B1..la.bu.n ' s 
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Every time a a new building 1:1e..::. built a piece of rne.sonry •11w; stuck on t he roof 

forming a little ledge : on the top of this G.nother and so on, until e. series 

o! eteps were f ormed. This syni:..gogue in .lieniawa ie quite pleast..nt to look 

et . The s ynagogues i n Zaragrod 1) is ctually be_uti f~l in its exterior. 

~gun its not the e.ctual walls of t!~ e building itself but t he addition on 

0 
top .1hich here l ooks likes. paraphat or tdher a cornet r unning e.11 round it 

~hlch c:ii::.kes t he edifice be1>.utiful wid striki ng One can ' t stop looking at 

t ile tiny min:~rets , oae at er.ch corner d1.licat ely cu.rvec , or hL>.Ve enc.ugh ,of 

th~ i nt E:rv rming cecorti:tions in t he centre oil ;;hich t hsre is ..._ cupola sht.1Jed 

structur e. It ' s all ~erf ectly delightful. !ier . also .. e f ind t hose little 

s hed-lib: structures E.tt ... ch e<i i.~ tr,o o,.,posit s sides c. r t be 1Ilbinr edifice and 

1omewh&t marring i~• effect. Jorthy of not e also and presenting the same 

·.11rei:.the-like st ructure t..r ounu t he top o r ti1e wdls , i s t he i>yna.gog1.1e i n 

Zolkie~. ~~ Findi~g so many syn1;;.gogues ~ith pb.Tapets running all aoound ,them 

a~ the t op, one can ' t help ~ondering i..s to ~h6ther t hey ectually di d serve 

m~rtial purposes , such as to ward off att~cks ~hich happened but too often 

also in Foland. ie shall h LVb to allude below to syn:::.goguea th~t served at 

t he swne time aL fortresses. Here also you have , alongthe top of one Mall , 

this t ime, littl e toy to.•ers, i..s it o1ere, sticking up., so1te.:1h ... t comically. 

'.L'he three lurge windo 11& on each of the four wall&, filling t hem al most 

entirely, with t he Norman arches me.ke the exteri or of this eynugogue al so 

quite ut~ractive . 

None of t he at onesyn1;;.gogues ar e unbeaut iful and t hese few fOutstanding 

example~ are positively beautiful . le certoinly c&.n' t i nfer from any of them 

v'"' I ) t~ .j ~.J .D~ lI pplc. . 
11r<-

i .J. ~ ._.II pp 1 2 
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a total insentitiveness t o beauty, t o line and form. 

t her e is points r~ther t he other ·11ay. 

Jh~tever evidence 

~ut it is the wooden syn~gogue of Poland that has attained to a certain 

lame , huving been 01-i.ate frequently vi~ited 61ld descrlibed by artists, both 

Jevish and non-Jewish. It is the inside, the painting on the wellE and ceil-

ing that h~ attra.olecl ·.ride attention. But also the outeide is sufficiently 

curi ous to deserve full descrirtionj 

Very quaiut and curi CJus they ar e , t heae wooden syne.goguea, :;ith the1r 

pagodu.-like roofs. -Ti1e stone cynt.gogues ht.Ve. usually str&.ight roots, with 

the exception of t he old ayru:.gogue in Pr~gue ~hich has a s loping roof. The 

Gloping root coming up to a point li.le 1.:. pyramid, very often, i s cht:.ri:.cteristic 

of evefy \\ooden synagogue even •hen t hey are not built roof OD roof. The 

Jooden eynu.gogue seems ~o be ch~racteriatic of t ne smal l er town or vill~ge. 

Those ~ell kno\l/11 t-.re in I) Pogr ebyszcze , NaGi&l ~k , Druyn, Zab~uo ow, J~blonowa. 

J c h ... ve tii'o syn~ogues one repr,.senting the simpl eat in tb ... t styl t. and 

t}1e other , tile most elebart.te u a cori:plCIX. !'he formor, is &.t Czieszo-oie.. ~I , t he 

l e..ttGr, ~t llarO'il 3). The first is a simple atLble-like structure with a 

s ingl e gabled roof over the entire building. The l atter is a perfectly bee.u -

tiful building ~ith l~yers 9 f roof one within the other, with aide cupvlt:.£. 

Almost EJ 1 '+/:: t hemhi:.ve these qu!1int pyrQlllidal aide structures 11i th the centre 

or tll4in building looking for all t he world like a pt.o.god&. • ..n interesting 

f eat ure of such ~ync.gogue~· t..s those of Pogr ebyazcze !ind Ne.aielsk are t he pol13s 

e.lot1g the entire front f.lld sides of t he building , supporti.J:lg walc~iea. 

They look as though t hey •.11ere ste.nding on poles. This f eature is quite riri~ 
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L'.ost of theee wooden syn~ogues appeap t o he.ve E.. couple of Etoreys , a stair-

c~se le~ding fro~ t he ground to tbe second sto ry. The Syne.gogues at Jur borg 

Lithuania I) seems to have a synagogue or chapel below and one above. It is 

not conceivable that t he syni...gogue was underneLth and rooms for l i vi ng or even 

lee.rning above. In t he first place it wae e.g~inst the l e.w to h~ve anything 

on th ~ top of the Bet h Hakneseth. Secondly ther e.. was a t endency to he.ve the 
~) 

c.Uillg very high , t her e being e..o many as thirty oet r &s) from floor to t oi: or 

tbe ceiling. In t he ~bsence or any evidence thea, vi1itors who deecribed 

them str6.J1gely not alluding to t his feature , I judge th~t t he ste.irce.see ~e 

a ee i n most pitrltr .. led up either t o some sort of balcony, though net a 

woman ' s gallery , the t endency being to leaven part or the body or t be synE..-

gogue for thi s purpose, or it l ed to tooms on the side, not actuall y above t he 

syn~ogue space ,useda~ ~ r esidence or e.s ~ Jeahivdi. But this i s all eon-

g~a and it is ~ pity that none or those who were i n t he fortun~te posi -

tioD of settingfirst hand info rmation on the subj ect saw fit to allude t o it 

tt.ud dispose of our wicert~nly . 

This same tdifice of Jur borg alludeu to above deserves a little more 

attention nrchitecturally . Al.though undoubtly belongine t o the er.me style 

of e.rchitectur o cberacterised by the pogoda-loke roof, it yet present s a 

mark ed diff erence from such a bu i l aing li8 •JJ at Pogrebys zcze. The lE.tt er , 

like so mi.ny other such syni..gogues , is ell roof . It begins quite low down 

tt.nd r i ses trunc~teci pyramici after trunc~ted pyr :;.mid. Th .e aynngogue at J urborg, 

however, has two stor eys o! perpendicular wall and only then beBins to ,,.,, 

u;>Wards , come to a stop t.:lld s lope again , ending , high up above , in a sort 

of little Greek t emple , uu;.de to appee.r so , by t~1e s eries of e..rched niches 

t hi:.1. r ise from the cornice or t 11e s loping roof just below i t . These arched 

I)Ostjudische 
L.c.. ~ ll . ~ 

Sakr~lkunst . A Grotte . '} a..;w.aae8a &r~•ed•111111ai A ~ .att~. 
JI~· ~··Vft!V #4~.1. 

1 
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niches we alreaoy huve met in the stone synagogues , where i t was almoe~~ common 

f e1...ture. Here seems to be combined both the r espectable f eaturee of the atone 

building e.nd the f entdtic fe tt.t ur es or" t he wooden one. In t his buil ding also , 

it should be noted, t he t wo side to~ers, . o common a fe~ture or l'A.t wooden synagogue 

ta.re ontir ely missing, t he outside btlc:..ny .vith g~bleo roo f' being tbe only vestigial 

rem&.i ns . 

lba.t t hey built in 7tood is not surprising , t his bei ng t materit..l with which 

t he Yt:.at and many Polish forests e.bounded. The smaller communities wer • 

contiguous t o the forests, from vh ich the timber could , at liltle coat ol energy 

or mon6y~ be hauled to the village or townlet. In r~ct ~e soon as elco111111Unity 

became mor e populous mid richer it cr c.ve<l foe E;. stone edifice . litnesa fbe case 

of Zolkiew which repl~ced i ts wooden for a atone synagogue. I ) Ther e , t o be 

s ur~ , p rotec~ion of life 6.lld valu~bles was also born in mind . A stone build-

ing served such purposes much better • 

• lood then was n~tive to Poland. I t t hi s true of t he wooden style of builu-

ing! Jh(>?lc e wae t his unique lallCi beaut i ful architecture derived! Or was it 
II 

origi nE.1 1 a& to &.11 -~ppetts.ncee it is. .:fell, ;. Grotte in hi s peper "Ostjudiecbe 

Sakr e.lkunst and ihr e J.usatrahlungen au! Deutchen Gebiet 1 " asserts r a.t her strangely 
like 

the.t ,~he Jargo~!·Oken in Poland by t he ~ewe•1 i;he :... r chitecture really comea from 

mediave.l GermUly, whence the J ewish refuges carried it in t he earlier centuries 

to Poland. It is Germ~-RomU'lesquet , t he slopinu roof, so he cl.._., being 

characteristic of t his styl e o! architect ure . Churches were so built in Germany . 

It i sindeed strange, for i! ~nything looks unGermen and very Oriental, it is 

theee very wooden Sync.gogues. ln t he second pl :...ce , tteir simil :..rity to the 

I) In privilege granted by Jan Sobieski - i r. Buber's 

1 
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~ l~ktw1cl.) 
houses of the ~ch1Jt': or Polish 'b · 1 ·t w. .... , d .. ..-Jo no 1 1 y -n-remaMKe upon Nit) u;tua...,. 

However it b e , it a.p1-ei:..rs cert6.in th~t Je~:s di d not invent t r.is kind 

of ~rchitecture . The .i e-.r ht.:-dly h_d th0 l eisure to think out E.. style of il 

a.chitecture . He took ~ .1:.t wes ready at hwid and used it, Sut to his credit, 

it must be s;;.id, tb~t he did not spoil by imitatin~ . As Hith so much else, 

he imparted to 1.h;;.t he took &. homely 1:.nd lovEi:ble aistinction of its own. 

UnoriE;inul as t he sloping r oof may b e ( and it is not ht:.rd t o i migine. 

thi..<.t th is could be ~uite ~ common phenomena) the pegoda effect might well 

h~ve develop ed ;;.s the result of necessity . Not b eing able to build the 

syni::.gogue high up, they c..dde-: from t ime to Lime roof 1.1.fter roof as w1:1.s 

a lready s ho1m ubove; E..nd t 11 e pogoda.-like roof i s , dter all, the main nnd 

m~st interesting feature . 

Eowever p uziling th e architecture of t h e wooden syn~gogue may be, the 

stone one , howev er, presen1ls no myst er y . ,/hen it has an architt:icture to 

speb:k of, it is the art t.f the Renaiss<=.1lce thr..t is noticeable . i4f.)lt is a 

v ell known fo.ct tl1~t during t ;1e 16t.!": and I7 1'enturies tiler ;; w~s a tood deal 

o f tr~vellinE b~ck &.nd forth bet eeen Foland wid ltaly on the part of Polish 

Jews . The r enaiss e.nce style is noticec.blt:! i n OstroG, Zolkie'A· and other s . 

~ v en t he b:::.ro :;ue is not 11 ite absent , The Goth ic , ho3eVer , see~s to pr e -

d i mim.te, in tl!e :tli.lll:-.. ' t' 2 5yn:_goeue in Cr a co:: , i:~ t he i:ah.:.rsJ1: .. .ll ' s f ' in 

Lublini.tJ na i .r. m<illy auother, ss}Jeciall y inside t he building where Gothic dom s 

ov ertl.I"ch the .t>loeruo r and t h e other porti~ns c f t h e b~ildinb . 

One other stjl e c.f Syn~gogu e builciinr, must be r:ienticmed . 

t r agi c i nterest ~r" :.hose syn<-goguee built like fortresses t o shelter the 

J e1 ish popul1.1.ce in times of d&nger , ~nd to word off utt~ck by enemies . An 

outstand ing extm!)le of such a syn:.lgogue is the oue at Lutsk. ,{i The walls 

~-~ ~.u:, "dl:: W--~ tj £. ~ ~ :__ ~ . j-f 
1;. . i.t: ~J /he. .

1
1· I ~- vd 7/r /<- IS-. ,. . ~ ~ .._.. . · 

I~ 'l::aii l! zial! i~l i fu 1 i - ts; " llF bWDCm; uf tA .. CO'rm-:.f!i:~ 
.:) i)erived from rlabbi :·otfs ls~erl es. aabbi £._f Crac~u. 3) R Solomon Lua ia of 
Lutlin lj.:}. ~ ~ ~.c.. f · 7 J sJ ~ ·J 1· 1' · &- ..t..~ ~ "~ ' 
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here ar e ext r aor dint:rul>· t hick; c..nd i;. 1'1:. regull::r :Llilitary towers ar o the strik­

ing fe o.turee. I) 

Of gre~test .import.:.nce 1:.11d inter ~st in connecti on ~ith the uooden synngogues 

<..r e t h e paintings on the 'llalls 41d ceiling v.tithin. 'l'h!:.t artists a.nd art critics 

should ~t t h e present ui me be making pilgr im:,ges to the v:::.rious outlying vill;;_g es 

e.!-,d to.mlests in f ;:;.r off Galicia or Lit.hiania , to come ba ck full of enthusia sm 

for the old Polish Je--.Yish ....rt is cert . i nly an ~zing thing . Am<..zing csr,ecially 

in t h e light of t r.e general notions concerning Polish Je~s . •e ia.te ~~ for 

granted that t h ey werr:; keen T..,l mudiets. 3ut tr. l s devctit n to pilpul, it ~oul~ 

a~pear, should h~ve h~d j ust t~e opposite effect, stifling any f eeling , any 

LSpirution for ~rt. No one ·"oul d credit t h e ,~olish Je'.i with aesthet ic sen• 

sibihies. But yet here &.r e t 1.ese syr~ .. i;ogues . 

'l'he stone s ynagog ues, ..rith fe.: e1itcept ion~ ~ ..1ci1 as th e on e <...t Husiatyr. t:) 

built however recently, c o not ._ppear t o h.-ve been p<::inted '.llithin. They 

s eeoed to h1:<ve pr es £:rved something of ~ - ~ loistrE:.l e f fect ••i th th<;.ir Gothic 

domes and interl~cing c.rches . rt is confined :...l most wholly t o the wooden 

The codes h;...ve little t ' .. s :q on t i. i s question o~ pain1'ing the sym .. gogue 

with in. ,/'r. The f' q ' ? /c /U and t~H! 7 u t hc95h , 11ould not h ave t h e ornaoent • 

i:..tion rei:.ct. all the way do1m. It must begin from ~ line jus t bbov e the heads 

of t t e w-orshit-pGrs so th1,t t..t t1:mt.ic111 b e not tlistr<:.cted 3 ' . 'l'he f a ct t. h:..t 

t hese Polish comment d ors f elt themselves i mpelled to remark upon h, points 

L O t h e fre ~~ency p f t he phenomenon . And it Cf•n ' t be s a id that they frowne.i 

I) I h ave it on t ne evidence of s.n eye witness that e.lso certain syn;..,.gog~es 

in Craco~ , the Roma~s and Popper 's , ar e built witt. on e exc~tionally thivk ~all 
1vith holes in it for cannon to go through. ~ )Vici . 1 1~ 1.~ f'A1' . ..A'J'fl 

~-' ,,<;) /6p...Jt_J, 1,(t ~ ~ / o. t.~ 1 
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upon it . lather, i t appears t o me , they f uvoureo it, sicce they do not dis-

couruge decoration but r atl. er indie :.:.te .1here it should appo::.r : leaving but 

e narro :. strip o: wall bi.re . l n r~ct but for t his atrip c..nd a. comparatively 

snu..11 spot on the west wall , the whole syn~gogue ~ithin, wallE and ceiling , 

.. ~.-as just one blaze of col our . The bar e spot on the west wall ~'as ther e in 

rt.emery of t he Desstruction 1? ? h r ,~j I) • 

I shall f ollow the writer in No 3 or the Rimon - El..L.- ~ho visited 

the old wooden synagogue on the outskirts of tohilev and describedit most 

minutely . Thie will d ford n true index or tho type ot t.rt. 

Tbe first t hing th~t :trikes one le the ! uct tbct t he painjing• appeb.J' 

on the b~re timbers. There is no ~tte~pt at pol ishing them. The ceiling 

is like a ver it&ble cone painted up to the very apex. 

Let's look at the ceiling first. Starting wit h the decor Ltions j ust 

on the side and above the ark , you h .... ve c.. series of towvrs, one 12.bove the 

other , ~ith deep red-roofs, and gr een domes and mini:.rets, all r esting o~ a 

huge fish, apparently the Levi~than . Trees , palm and pomegrane.t• , atand 

on eother side and under ne:...t h t he fish a r l~ge yellowish, with red spli shes 

though , waves or t;.Jl ooeElJl. Going up hieher ~ bl~e sky appe&ra wit h la-

numer~ble stars. Looking round ~e see a ship in w~ter. Just i.bove the 

ark ~ppeu -che inevitfdale l ions in wi h&r:?1onious CO!? f ·;s ion of decorative 

detdl. Ther e b.gc...in are t h6 t.velve s i gns \he Z.odiac , · wit h the lion hav-

ing 'th& features of :... '.liEtful ma.n 1:1hom t he writer believes to h_ve been 

t he Rab. Looking i..t on e of the .valls we see, trees and fields &.nd 

enimi..ls . On another ve find & £ort of r olling tower, oi t h birds !lyi ng .i1 

r ound it., one of them, I! stork, hi:.ving e:. aerp1nt, in its beak f'l yi11g t o\71ards 

a tree on "iihich t he rt..~ is ti. nesy 0 r birds. Here there are picturee ot 

r) · /.·~. ~~~· 
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trumpets .:ith Biblical v erses contc.inin+.ilusions to theo, bc.skets of fruit, 

p e.lms , lions , fish, doves in abund <:.nt profusion with entire pr<>.yers, such 

as t te Kiddish, fillin5 cert~in sp~ces. They c...re all p~inted in dominant 

colors, forming c most colorful h~rmony . :t is ricll , 'Harm and melodious . 

iJ"chaelogy is Llso dou~ upon for motifs. The north wall, for inet::.ncq 

i s amost ent irely t~ken up aith obects of the 'l'empllf tr&.d i c..nall y belil:ved to 

h e:.v e been ther e, s uch as t he i~enore.h, the t able of Sha1·1-bread and flowers 

Not all t h e other synugogues h c...ve a ll t hese details. But thev ar ious 

motifs are conste:.nt , as a re t he gener~l co l or edhemes . The lion , of coursa , 

goes, without s aying. There the stork is o.n oft repe ted a ot if, because 

of t he r ighteousness trl>.d it i ~na.lly associ~t ed with this bird I) This is 

also true of the dove • Pf:llms are r epec.:.te~ bec!:.use of their.·. aoma1ct.ioil 

.. d th t ::e Lulab: trun:pets or Sboh.roth because o!' t r.cir use on t h e Solei:::n 

Days . Th e colors f ~vourei.i s ut:::l ·1. 0 oe 11:.ir;.. l e , viol et, red, g r ;._n \ilue. 

The gro up o f i.o .• ers in t i, e s yn .. c ogues c.f : :ooi l er r epe.: .. :t.ed ver y oft ?n, 

i s according i.e. 't o1e 1. rtict;. ' insc r ipt i on, ,/Ol .. !llS , mro..tl ·. !1o l y by itashi ' s 

bir t r. or r esi;.ence t he r e . T:1e ci'ty of jerv.s~leF-• also i s an oft rep.;<;..teci 

mot. if . Th e r ol hlJ to.1er ~111.ci eci to -~o v::: !r;t:..J ·:.ic .. o . . :. ' :o a r r: _:: :t flo t-.\. S 

Ou .. c..ter • .-.nyho•1 . o ;.1 '= crt. ~1 ·_,.E> r s o ften, so ,,,.::.so Cioes t:ie G<:.r den oB 

.E::!o::i; ro..11 -.; !1e fo.lrnit!.lr e , 1. hr:.t fina ss E.. plt-.c f: i n the holy books .: ill &yj'jet:.r 

r . l e t 1.e woo d n ~yn!.;.gogues a r e .uiLe s 1.1;1ci . us ~nd lofty ! ;;.. acight o!' 3" 

I' :lu.sh i in cot'.lmen·"'inr. on tl;e Hebr ew n:::.me -:v./1~ f. , s ys she:. i s so c 1.1.ll ed 
because she t:.cts ri~eously ~1 ;1er compb.llions. 

p.-..N"6 

\ 
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to 50 meters, being qtdte a common pheno:nenon. 

Looked at microscopici=.11/ , t he dr~wing i~ poor. The details are very 

cru~e, r et:tlnding one o! t he crude dr~.ting and pe.inti~g ot ~h e middls ages . 

B~t as & ·.Yhole you !ind youreelr yielding to it, entir ely absorbed by ell 

this strangely harmonious color. There is no ciaasic eimpicity and ser enity. 

There is a barbaric profusion but it is Wl ~xtremely pl easing one. It is 

l!ll abundance of strength and emotions, of ~ealtb of reeling e.nd sentiment full 

of deep and rich song. 

:Ibo now 'Mere the artists 111ho so worked as to amaze their modern collf agues! 

ln many cases we can not even trace their names. Somewhere on t he walle, in 

a:non5st the decorative details appears tae name of the artist, and that ia 

e.ll we know o! him e.nd somtimes the year in ~hicb he ~orked on t hat blrilding. 

From similaz:ity 1'8 judge t bat a,Jeo other synagogues were painted by the same 

man. It is believed, tor instance, that the synagogues at Horb and Kirch~ 
were built and decorated by 't!ie same :aan oiho built or painted the one at 

J a.blono\f:a. I) The artists seem to have been plain folk, everyday Jews, wit h 

a t urn tor c~rving or painting. The builder was actually a carpent er with 

pccasionally a capacity tor ct.awing or p~inting. 

On the west side of t he synagogue at ;£obilev, t!iere is an inscription 

of t he artist's, bet .. veen to"» lions which nea.ds;'' By t he hi:.nds of the worker 

engaged i n holy wor k, Chaim son or R Ieaac Segal or Slutz::.'' ~) . T'ne date 

i s tne eerlier part of the eiihtecnteenth cent ury. This lllE..ll is r esponsible 

fo r t wo more B}'11&gogucs , one at Kapasta ) and the other at Donhil ev. There 
• lit.ff 

is a legend att~cheer to him that ~rt er he finished these three synagogues, he 

fel l fr om the l adder and died, as it with t he complletion of his work , t here 
J,....,/'41 .,,~, 

was no we re~on for li~ 3, ;'le llnow t he name of another artist' the name 



pe.ge !4. 

~ 
~ppearing i n the synagogue at Jablono~a , I) Susman of Brodie. Around him no 

l eg end h~s been goven. 

The fact that some of t he artists ~ere remembered by the people and rem-

ambered with awe is indicative of the impression left by the art and therefore 

by the artist. In ot her cases t he art and the artist seem to h~we been too 

much a matt er of course , t o h~ve left any impreseion. 

I ) lb . 
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Kinds of Synagogues.~~~ 

dhen ve, thus f t-1', discussed t he i:..rchitecture and o.rt of t he synagogue, 

,_·t ~ ~ :1:;.s oni.y, as already indi~cded, t he formal or i!ficial syn12.gogue known as 

the Beth Hakneseth , that ~e hud in mind . This Wl:l.8 not, i10.1ever 1 the '!lost 

popula r place cf .;orsnip. ;., s!:!tller :town such as Zolkiew had only one of 

ti: is kind while of other itinds there were a grei:.t many . J.nd th~t one was 

usually empty. I) A much mo r e frequent eu institution was the Beth Hrun.idrash, 

literally to be transl ated a House of Learning or Academy , but rea lly serving 

!!!:,_ny purposes besides lo~rnin~. Th~ s and ~very kind of syn gogue h~ve no 

'business .vhat socver with a rchit . cture or .:.rt except for a fe\I/ of t heir contents 

t hat might be beautiful and artistic , such us t h e Tordl cantle, the ~rk curta in, 

and some other object ; th~t will be described let ~r . But 1Jh"-t t hey lacked in 

be~uty they g~ined in t n= ~t~ospher~ of inti~~cy, goo~ fellow--ip and cosiness 

found t here. 

A mere House of l-rc.yer \Vas never popular ;;ith Je>;s, as perhaps it. ·ue.s 
.• 

never very popul~r ~ith ~nyone . 
They ado rned lt <ill ... beauti :"ie- it CJJd left 

it severly alone . Jr: t .. e fvr.:nE.l syn:...gogue t he code .:::) t el l s us, Ne must 

couduct ourselves ·11ith t ile gr1::atest r everence. Tiler & ·:;e may neither ei:..t 

n :ir =osi ,. s l ee" nor loiter . · ln t he House of Study, t h e Set h P.amidrash, 
0 • ... 

on tile other he.nd , ·.11e rr.u.y cio u.11 t 11ese th ings~ 2) and full tidvs..nt i::.ge w;;.s 

1.wcen or tiiese pri.i ilegcs . 
But u.lso l ~arning ~~s vi~o ro usly Wld often 

viole.ntl/ i.iursuea i n ti1is kind of synagobue . 
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The l3ett i!i:J<n esoth was "-11-.e.ys a. commun:..l a ff c.ir . ~very member of the 

- ~ vn r iou e o•uc.-:-ds t !1 e outlo.j' exp-::ncieu i... on it ' s buildint; com·u~nity !., d 'o c t · · t t 

~ 
_ ;1d to/\ lt:: upkeep . 'l c.r .1 oft en t t10:: 9et h !-:o.r.:.dr ::.sh 'Ila& commune..::., I) but ju::~ 

:.e often it .fas dso priv t e , ·o_longing to ~ indivici11...1 ,;ho :r •• de i"t the 

~ei..d4uc..rt.;.rs f ::> r his s cholh.rly i:.ctivitics, or .. to .. ud ~ joy in thr •Jing it 

open t i.. - 11 .1: o ':t~Y ·T..s}1 t c. cor.ie i t. :..nd pr~y , l e:..rn or eng;...~e ir, sociu 

i:;."ter COUI'Se dith his f ello\I J e .. E . ..:. en .... e 

t .:io .- -~erg , ,his f ..... ther - in- law built him :.. Set.'l .:....mitlre.sh 

- nd supvort ed d escipl 96 .1ho rloc keu t 1 h i3 ~nd studie~ in it . 3' Sinc e 

i. ' . . . • t . 
:'! l.S l. n£~:! "u ::.er: .;c..s ~ ,.i l . c~ of L :;...rniug it :11:1s chi:.r cterised by i .. s nw:ierous 

;;nel1es of books cont :. inir.6 ""L:.e lor1:: o!" the; Js~ . ~) 

.'h • Sue: 11&) e . · ou.ut ... c a iatit llwni~;.~<:~;~~u:}. "'/id Yeehive01 . 

Tne 3 et n HtJ11i.:irc..si1 .v1:o.s less excl11sive . Anyon~ could cor:;e fn :..no do cl:nu>t 

.thatever he wi:..nted . ?h ~ Yesh ive,S w, s conf i ned :..lmost exclusively to t he 

Be.cl1urim , "tu e formr:J. :1.iscip l es, ypuths ,_ whc '6ere t o be found in every pla ce 

.wh&re ~n ere ii~S o. c ons picuous ly l ec..n1ed r.1::.n , 6' as .;1:;.s t he c ... se 11ith t he Se1J1&. 

.:ho .11:..e net y .::·. c. Rab the" . -:One schol"'"rs di d not trouble to t r &;vel elseiihere 

to _p r 1:..y . J.11 ttie y;,.n.phanalia. of pll!ayer and rituLd ·.11ere there G1.nd they 

recited their public .,n.yers in t. e s :..:ne s,;ot .uhenever t iie hour arrived for 

~- c l ·11 
I) Such as t~ e Commun~l. beth H~idrash in Lublin ~entioned in Be.J.~~an ' s'Die 
Judenst~dt von L·..iblin ·( :.nd ·.1e kno.1 of such institutions in ~Jf:il( every 
't.o:m ... 11uueu t ::i in 1:;..rti cles under n~::-.es of Vt::.riouG t o\tns in ar.y"'Je~n.sh ~ncy·· 
clopedi&S i) t'/t o 1 f?IJl('.,}7'1< / '~ o } _\ V idBuuer's/~t:'J? ''/ < -c. 
under Josh~a Fell& Cohen. ~' See ~i c't. u re , for i nst :l.Oce, o f !.:.eth Hwni drasn i ~ 
Lublin i n a;;..h .. bun ' s J · e J uo enst e.dt von Lublin.} 11. ::- ' I n (;st reg t ht. Yeshi vah .1as 
i n the i'1aus , , ., ,~•/!< dr~ 1; )-~. a.na.. t:tis .;as &. coC"llune.l institut i.on. 6' 

Pinktis of Ll.thurd-4354 etc . 

I r;;( _J,J 1QJY d F_J '()/ ~:-uo<-- ~ // /} ~ . // I 
~~w r/~- tf 2-tF) ?- c,,v:~ ~ 

~ -.. -e rf~ . . . .t, s: ~ c-1'~ !S'fs) 
I I lg~ , J Pb> tlvf.e---. ~/f 1/" I) 
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t hei r recit ation. I) The ~uthor of t he 

to pray in t h e synagogue Nhere he '.7ould oe distur bed, as b e says . 

Ther• were chapel s even r.iore p rivate in n17tur s , &lso ce..lled sometimes 

Beth Hamidn:.s}1 or just Miny;;.nim 3) • 4) says 5' he had a prive.t e 

Beth H~idrash on t b e top o f t :ie form>.l Syn<-r:;ogue. Beer of Bolechow in h~s 

memcirs tell s us he s et api:.rt t he top r oom of his house a s a 3eth namidra sn 

for his f i.:.ther who ~v~s too old tc walk to t h e regul<:..r Se:t h Samidr ash mo rning 

:::.nd evening . Ever y Ra.b had his Minyan ' 6) t o s €:.ve him t he trouble of going 

to e.1.y other syn:...gogue~ 

The Both Hamidr:.: s h Jas sooet i mes a lso kno·an _s ' Kla;.;s '. Some of these 

'Klausen ' " ec- -r.e f amous, a s t h e on e at Br ody , 7~ wn ich ·,;a s the favourite 

resort o f ~ few generations o! schol_r s known a s t he 

Jh en the Hassinic Rabbi J ~cob lsa~c settled in Lublin 9) h e kept himsel f 

in a pri·.ri:..te !set h Ha::iidrash t ho."t; bec-.me famous as his Klaus. It bec~=ie 

a r~vourite ter~ of the ~assidim. Pe r haps a Kl _us CE-'11e t o be considered 

"t;]Je g• t • ering pl o..c e oC distinct lhtle clique. ;c1othe!· tert1 made po -

pul ar by t he ifassoi~ was 'St;.ibe l '' . 5ince t !1ey could not Ct;.rry on t rieir cii -

f f erent ritue l and pr~yers in t he or dinc:ry syn~gogue, t i; ey us ed any kind 

of a roo~ - Stub - to do ~s t hey wished . Her e pr ayer bec~~'le e. highly 

I O) end ther , WE:.S drinkir.~ and da..'1cing . emotiona l perf orm~nce 
J h. <., 

a regule.r dub ~-- r. 1 

µ,.:l.:V ~ /jft/~ ~ 

It \'las 

.I · m~ ~ t- ..e.c. !'-· ~Y-3. 
I) cfp L~risel ' s Geschi c!ite der Juden in Po l en '.'Die .ieschiv:0. diente als Syn-

~ " ,j1 _s .. _f•'i•1LJ '=' rr r r 
ago~uefl.7>;,·ee ~~ j;- l/~/c. ~ . f ~ I Jv...,,4.-. , f< D'~r 
Cmp dso I J..br~ha!,~ · s - :.:i.cidle r,ges: "l<lf~t) 3'~ver y ho ... se s.lr.;ost 'Nas 
a little conventicle s~ys Pink.Gs of Zolk i et:: ..{.~ j.-ttb. ~ j.!'1 ,-(,Iv .)11 ~ / •/ ..... 
pp II6 . '6 / P (1 ./'JI ' !"i;-,ye.:: i s o.. iU~~ t.:. " . of t en . : ' .I_ (j ~ .c, 

It . De.Yi a .iJ"./wy 5) fJ 1 • (LJ r ~I~' 6) V1Ci ?in.r..tis Zolk1e :; Mt El et ! 
I .br&nhz.r:is reports h e s e..,--:e of t he Ge. ·rno..n Rabbis i n •le 

. L'. i~dl e "g es 'f. 7) ,1 so <he KJ.eus kno" "s the G rs•t in O<t ro g . Vid 1:,.4 • 'l ' fiat 
7 "1.13~(~· 51 Gelb r ' s " .. us t •:1d 1ahrhund r te" p ,.,.:6 . 9 ) Vid Balallu.n 's Die 

Juoanst;;:.at von Lublin ' IO) Vi d ,.,11 o f / Craco'" i n .ietste in ' s ' _)l1J"1'1i. (~Jll., 
~~ ~ ~ 

rl , ~, J 1 r ?~ ' "' ;> ,, ' v 1. / r )(c f _A,-6J • 
.J• , 'i'lt_1j'f.> , GI •. !) r( " 'J'r:; ,,,. I ' 

!../ /!& M/r:> ~J7.Ji .:>r.~/f .,,r;{ ~me 
---- - ·· 
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I n"t , resting it is t h .... t thou,·h the f rm , s t b _ . •·'-- yn_gogue 1•1::;.~ o c mo r e .,. 
revered t han any other, noth i ng except pnying and leaning b ei ng permit­

" . 
t ad, yet it wo.s deemed inferio r b ras ;. ect J f ho liness . Tne code -;,,//( 

- says so distinctly I ) Fut ner we may t:.irn a 3eth 

llbltenestb into c.. Bet!t He..miar 1:1.sh but not v i e ;, versa , G) <.i:!o .. ing ti.At 

t0 t :.e for :ner . 

Obcasi.onal:i it a.p,;eei.rs 1.he v" rious guilds of artisar.s hc. .. d their 

O#U syuo..gog.ies . St..l~b<m c..llucies to a. sync:..go~ue of f !_/, , 1, , 
•• .... servito rs a.rid 1-. 

,/ 
s y111:.s ogu e von 

. 
3) 1:ur sc:,101:=r "· syn::..6 . 5ue of t 

t..i.ilor s 4 ) is mentiontd lin the Pinkas of Zolkie..v. ~' 

The l a st syn ... gogues ::ientioned were a ctua lly t r.us n~ed. .. .... s often 

syni..gosues wer e bu;ilt by pr ivi::.te individua.ls c..na. donatea. to th t= city , 

tnese were oft. en r,a.rr.._ ... :...ft e;r tl. 1.:; donor . 

~og ue i n ~rKcow . ' IJ 

t he old or i.he ll'ew 7) 

Thr. formd syn ..... gogu e m::.s kno·1m oft.en simply as 

In ::ri..coil ti1e l\e w :un~go gu-:; is also c;,.lled 

h /, " :: ) II ·;" f tJ. I f" .:> r> ?ff ,j,, "t '9r jl qi ? <.:.~thou~ n~ t e~an 1:. •• 

3etil •·e.miu r c;.sh coulo ue built l)ll the t.0 1-' of a :as th lli:Ja.ieseth r t 4Jr 16 
.... } ft. tJ l' lfr 3)Lublin Le. p . o0 • ::e founu sev e:r'al 

:unf· .. syn"-gogen p 94. f r ofess or 3~ro:fl r ~m;::. rk ed i; h t r to..Jt1~ 1 was 
oni.y E.. name ii; · .. ent by and do ~s nc 1.. inc.i c:...tc t. f: i:.ype of -orsi:l1111 er. 
4 ) In r ecent ye.,..r s c...l rnost every 1.0 .rn i n Russii:. !:.nd J-olo.-.lll. !.t..U ii. ' s 
;,ror1ting:=.E:11 's syn:...gor;ue . L'.::.s e of :·osco.1 tells us i n his :neooirs :1hich 
e.ppet. r ea in " 'ilae :·ori.: t1n J o.ir ri:...l " :->ul.oisneC. i n · • t:: .. Yurk t hai. t he i<elrm.:­
!,'.i::.ggi c preaehed i n titfi tailors ' iri:.:.g('rJ,;f.1 ;..t. :·~ ::-i.;:. . . 1 irys~lf visiL eu 
b. ·t.<..ilors ' sym.t~cgue i11 ! usii:.i.yr1 i= fr;. 5) t>1i II5 1 rt?~lJ "' ' ' r j _( 
o' Vici LH . i etstein ' ! _/,l t.1fl'i ( Le. pp 19~ :. . The KW:.r 'L -
alnik iio ~ . h <:.s on e.rticle concerning one Ber ek ~mulowit .-. wno don!i.T.eu 
such a. synagor:.ue 7 ' I n Pink&.s of Zolki ew - ppII::i '1'?//j ~ ''/ l .c 
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t he Ram:.. 's I) !ofter D::le of its gr ea.test Rabbis , Rabbi 1'.oses Isserlee , i n 

1boss t i me it w~s built. f ery often woulo a syn~got-ue be t nu& named. 

This i s true of the :!&ht-..rshal 's t.' ·: ynagogue in Lublin. Somet i?!leE it 

a) .;oJJ.~ be ... r tlie r•ther strWlge name of High -

. ..nothe1· curious appelatio11 is :>CJ ~~ ... Kuppa - which h~s f efer ence to a 

fund used fo r charity. ,. SJnta.gogue i n Cracow W6.S thus named . 4) In 

Lublin there is a 'Parnas Schul 5) 

The f' ri vt-t e Beth Hamidr asi1 would naturally be kno~n, oy t he n&Jie 

of its provrietor, such a s ~he Taz ' s or t he Sema's 6 J~cob Is~c of 

Lublin knov,n as the ' Choze' - Seer - wa51to be fo und in his Klaus, a s 

;;J.ready mentioned above, known ae the Choz e 's Klaus 7 I ri the Pinkas 

of C ra.co~ ~e come ac~oss syuagogues knoJn as Rabbi Yekyl's and P.ubbi 

This N'u ulci let..d us to b eliev e ti1~t b. syni:.gogue .1as tlnoEt 

~ s ec ond h~biti~tion. I f you WW!t t o see rt Ye~yl ) you to ~o h i s Bet h 

ih .. midre.sh. Ther e you find hi m or your cronies. You snatch e. Borchu 1 

a ch~pter of Mishoa , or you discuss business, col!lillunal. or priv~te. n 

~Jn~~ogue ~~s an intim~t e affi..ir, a club, sometimes~ certt..in individual ' s 

pri vate ho~e ~in~s Jife or other females . No NOnder tb~s kind of syna-

goaoe wt..S trequented and the f ormal kind deserted. 

I ) In _,/1 f ,,.11,J Q/) L c . pp 199 i' R &olomon Luria , -' 
Rab of Lublin 1 5I O - I !::73 . 3 _n luft~[' 1.c. i' 1 4 . 
~) i b . 5) B~~b~n 's Lublin l .c . pp 66. 1' See above 
l ) Balaban ' s Lublin pp o~ . f) See 1'11'f ·~O? &>r 
r . H •. ,etstein prinj ed with ..A/tj // 'li/j' l.c. ll I9~ In Ostro~ 
t here were t he synagogues of R Saouel , of r. Joseph . Vid(C7'' { o ~ ' / fqt 
by 1' .:· . Biber ) Ber ditchev 1907' P¥ 27 S. ~ 



/.p:..rt f ro?!) 't::a !-~?Jl.in_, <. •• t :.e wuls inside so:ne of the syn~gogues' 

int crn~lly t hey ~11 looked more or l ess ~like . Thoy ,;ere all ~.s unchurch-

li~e F:..S possibl~ . !.Jn t h e.. •• hole tbey present ed an un~olishcd, cl i e orderly 

a p,.ecrt..nce, -r:ith t~ :ir r ough .;ooden benches I' 6ov~!~ r e·.ding d esks , kno\Jl 

t..s ·'SI.tenet.rs ·• ~ ) ai10 i n t !le .Seth !iamio r aslt t~ol e i:: littered witl, old 

t c rr. ~ s , 2 ' Uld r ot. J i ·.,ood en s belv i::s <:) ~ith books. h't ni ght with ct:.ndl es 

oefo r e e <...c! le~rner, it ~ust r.~v6 lf~~89 even grotesque. J.nd yet judge-

inb fror.1 t},e f E.ct t h ... -; human b E: i ngs f elt free in i't to do c..s t :.ey liked, 

~nd fron: t r.!. ve:·y ui so rd e:r o f i.r.e plac e :. t muet hav e been very cosy &.ntJ 

:~ or.-.clike . 

I n t.HE: c ent r e .. .,.s t.r.e 3.; .. ,w. or ·Aln:er:or 5' I n th~ l~rger syn~gogue 

i:.. .. .... s ~ui"!. .: &ll elc.bor~te c.f fa.i r, ~it~curiously •. rovgbt b tes ai .... cELrvsci 

,i~are, loomed above &' The ark i:..lso WF:.. ~ c. c ci:.si r:ally a .von. c. f &.rt. 

There ... re some f 6J:101.. s a.r 1.s ccsc:·i btHi in t.he ' "Tr.tdluugen zu r ::rfor s hung 

.!~c:.is cuer Jenkmtler' c.1,c. else.ril c r e . T.e !. r K curt~n •as s cmetime e beuu-

1. itull) smbroidered in 1m..fly cv l ours • 7 ' T1:e curt !. in ~a.s occasionally 

tne wo r k of pious WO!!!en ~ ) '.1ho often used t hei r s habbos g,_, run~ or :lob.ks 

ror t his ~ur ~ose . g' ~'ther t.rt object s of the syn:..t:ogue were t te s 1,ice 

I , Pinkc.s o f ~olkieu l.c. ~ c9 . ~) lb. J) Picture of ~eth 
i:wtld r e.sh i n 3al.<.be.n ' s ;..ublin . l. c p 66 . 'i lb 5' . ictur e 
i n :·. z . .-.. .; .. 1 1 ~ .... 3:> . ~:> Pictur e in B1.h.ban's Lublin l.c . _, 7! 
&.no ~ .... t hor ' s descri ti on p c:- ~ . .:\ :·ose& I sse r l es 'kno~n es '.lb.''.ah ) f t:.11wus 
tt£.bb i o f .;r a cov d ieo 1 573 insists on ..:. 1..rr.aii in centre ( ... r :..c ri .;he:..yi i:. ~r(I.~ 
t,, .Jee ;;ic;.., res o f Cr ace..., s ynis,gogues .n .i e :1isl • . ncy c lu ;.o edi~. :>Aleo o f 
l.:t...~Kr4shb.ll ' ~ IAll&~in Lublin in B--1.;,.ban 's Lublin l.c.p 76 . 7 Vid 
"auf mt.n i n Je.iish ,uc.terly Review Vol L . and ~ Kraus i n Kloch ' s 1iochen-
schrift k~6 pp ~I. 8 ) a ha vot h Jair pare.gr apt1 161. Ta,huYet h 1'-'&.c,k '· 
~ar!ti'~ - :Jg 17 whoee au~: 1or is .-{ Joel Sirkis , ~ab i n Ce aco\7 . Died 1640. 

. ib 

-· 
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box, the Torell mantle I), t he crowns on t he Tore.Ji , the Yad or pointer 

and breastplate f or the Tore.h. Menorw.s, c...ndelnbras , a re often r e 

presented in description o! Synagogues 2) . 

~ven t he ~eth Hakneseth, which w' a purely e. House of PrJ.Jer had 

books - Bibles, nwnashim v.nd Gemar~s or l.!.ishnayot 3) - books whose aspect 

wes quite in keeping with t he general ~ppeara.nce of the synli.gogue. Some-

times the pra~er books - had their tilte pcge decorated. 

J.n injunct ion ag~nst i~ on the score of distracting the ~orehipper was 

necesaary 4) 

For t he Chazan or re~der, t here wee a special desk or'Shtender' 

n ec..r the ark ctlled A.mud - 5 and many of the 

worshippers had their o·.rn "Sbtenders'' 6) or tor those wbo h~d seats 

ne<:.r the wall t her'- were .i;ooden boi:.bds attached t c. it on .. bich the pr~.yer-

book or boo& for study was pl aced. 

ii:ver yone e&cept the very poooresj' had his own seet or place - in the 

synagogue in accor&t.nce with t he injunction of t he coc:. ee t het a me.n ac:;uire 

a plU"mallent seat for prayer or learning 7) Between t he seats, just place& 

on the wooden benchaa of bout one cubit 8) there wase thin partition• 

known 8..8 p19~ These &ee.ts were paid for. ti) 

I ) Beautiful reproductions to be found in tr.e llit z. S .J.J . 7, 8 . 
~ ) ~ee Balaba.n's - Lublin 1.c . pp 80, 81, 86. Also in ~t , i. E.J.D. 
Vols 7, a. 3) Vi o • ,f'{e jt • Jl -- tr) R Y.oaea ( Rwna.h) 
lrqcowd.iedl~I- eays -;-.,/.a• Ji,..J..) /cU '?•"~ , ,,r,'?J ,11( ''"/c ~~.,,. ,le-.. 
For 1.he same reason you ur e not to COll!e too gaudily garbed. lb. 
5) Pink;;:.s l olkiew - 'i'> ~J " '"l 1. c. p!II. He 
did not stand on t he oemab, where t ne Torah was ree.d and proclamations 
D1E1.de, see below. See also - ~Jartalnik - Picture •• ~•SWI in 
Sandooer - Ho I. I 9IG - 1913 S) pf~4~ PP 1~5. 
7 ) Vid Orach ct:yim 90 19 :.olkie·:1 1. c • PP 90 
9) lb IO) lb. 
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From th& Pink~s of Zolkiew we even know ot the prices paid t or nand erc.D 

gain a.a idee of t h6 ve.lue att~ched to them. The moat expensive seats 

.Jere t ·.ose on either side o! the vt1 along the East .iall. In the Syna-

gogue at Zolkiew we learn from th6 &rune source, I ) the ark we.a not in the 

middle of t he e~st wall, but was pushed o•er to t he mo-'h wall, l e~•ing 

only one seat in t he north e&st aotmer and room tor a Uenorah. Thie 

~eat was pziced at ~O Joliah gil ders. The seata .. on the other ~ ot the 

a rk «etched SO Gilders per seat . Pricee.for others were 20, , 15 and 

13 gildera. ie can_judge of their actual -alue , from the fact that the 

Rabbi waa pa.id 300 gilders per yet..r, ~) this being considered a sum 

sufficient tor an important personage to live on. Thu& the moat expensive 

cubit t hen was bo~bt for ~bout one sixth of a decent income. A good. 

many diapute1 must have arisen e.s a r esult of the pe.rticule.r alloc~tion 

of the •eats, since it is recorded in t he s ame Pinkas, t hey were contem-

pl~ting ooing away with t te selling of seats altogether because ot t he 

resulting violent quarrels. 3) 

. The pinka.s further telle ue that in order to ensure abolute impli.l'­

t iality in settijg a price upon the various sea*e, four gentlemen trom 

nee.rby Lemberg were asked to come down and pedo~ this t ask. Thie 'Mae 

e neg synagogue t hey were building and t he se~tholder& of th e old syna -

gogue as ked f or se~ts situateo simil arly. Uondays and Thur&dLys t he 

l) pp 8~ Zolkiew f inlcus. "'- .l ~) 
.J . i) . Coxe i::l hi s trl:lvele in PolWld 
about sizpenco. See a.lao remarks 
p 341 3 ) 1''? t 0 ~ ''/ 

__;,,.,1 · rc'";\r ~ J ,j>' 

Zo~ki~w Pink~& l.c. p 103. ib From 
we learn a Polish gilder or Zlot • i& 
by S Dubno~ on subject Pink~s Lita 

~. c. I K-f' J!Jr6' ..fif~/ft (, 

11( ? t?? _Jl?1') . ,,~, 

Jl1f;;<:\) 

-
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•eata wore •old e.nd t he money collected by tour Gaba.im I) dppointedfor 

i.l.e purpose. That no 1llE:J1 could buy more than one aeat for hili18elf ,) , 

deaervee to be mentioned as indicative either or the democratic principle• 

t t.e.t reigned or of t heir concern f or t he l t..w th~t requi red ''That ee.ch 

individual heve a eee.t 3) 

The appe&.rence of t he l~st wall deeervee somewhat coleer attention. 

~ h e aak we.s usually approe.ched by ascendi ng a couple odl atepe 4). It 

was flanked on wither aide by CE:.ndilabraa suspended from above S) From 

t he pine.ke of Zolkiew, it would appee.r that t hey etood on the t•oor 6) 

On t he other side or one of t he menorah• we.s the readers deak . Then 

COJile t he see.ta of the Rab e.nd iiaporte.nt members ofthe community f acing 

the rest of t he congregation. hccording t o the Ra.nu;.h 7) t he r ~st of the 

congregation should be seated on vaenehee running p&.rallel to the east 

111all, f acing t he ea1ternere. In Poland , however, thi8 arr1:.11gement we.a 

not by any meane universe.}. The writer ih the Rtmon No 3 who visited 

t he synagogue at Druya e.nd Mobilio found benches only along t h6 we.llG, 

t he space in the middle remaining emp1y a). 

The situation of t he women's quarters no~ clamis our attention. 

J e read of th e women 't-quartere ~e ~bove t he syn&gogue , probably in a sort 

·I ) Comm~nua.l officials who h:..d to do with mo•eY..s :ns-inll. 
~) pp 90 Pinkas of Zolkie .. l.c. 3) 6 1 .9 · k lt .!~~ttars 
t hough from tte Ctacow pinkas in Je•stein•s..f,f,Jf/g1~ l.cI Sthat one 9l.ll 
had t~o or three~ pl~ces. 4) See pict~re of syn in Si.ndomi r in 
'(uertalnik No I . 5) Ib 6) J.lso fr,,m Be..laba' s 
Lublin shcJ• of menorah shown pp 79 l.c. 7) R Moses lsaerles ~s 
R~bbi od Gracow died 1571 Orach Chayim I~0 . 5 T~is arrangement ~a• ttue of 
the synagogue in Lemberg Picture in r . z .E. J . '.) . Vol 7, ~ . ri...ge 4I. 
d) See t.lso pictures otf synugoguef in Bal ban's Lutil1n . ~ . pp 66 , 71 
The St&llle appears from t he description of t he synagogue in Zolkiew in the 
Pi nkt>.S i. e. although perhapha l der the more modern arrangei:1ent which 
follows t he Ramah ' s prescription was intor duced . 
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of gallery. I) The writer in the Rimon e.lluded to above round in Uohilev 

one wing o& the synagogue set ..... yor women. There wes a wooden par­

tition b.tween this portion and the main body ot the synagogue, with a 

slit in it •here t he ;t) stood. None of the vood -

en synagogues deacribed h~d galleriea for women. In the instructions 

for t he form of the new sytiagogue 6.t Zolkie : in t he pink as, there ia no 

mention ot a gallery: Th e wooen ' s quarters are r eferred to aa if it 

we.a pF:.2t of the. sync.gogue partioned oft 3) : e doubt if there • .._ 

many synagogues with balconies for women. 

One obj ect to be tounu in certain ot the aynagoguee muet be mentioned . 

Thie ie the "Ch&ir of Elijah" , 4) on which the 'Sandek' 5) sat •uring 

the rite of circumcisi~n, which, i n t he period we are describing , uaed 

to be performed in t 6e synagogue 6). From the reproduction of one 

such cht.ir in t he '4'.-rtalni k 7) belonging to t he synagogue in Pinczo ~~, 
it appe6.rs tb1:.t much arti6tic inguuity wrae e.xpe .. ded upon it to make it 

perha:. • the m~· st betiutiful pie•e of fW'_niture, at leiiat i n the synagogue 

l&ll\lded to. Thia 'ch&.ir' ho.a two cushioned seats, one pros~!Dably for 

ths invisible Elijah. The b~ck is el~borately carved , t~o curtains 

chi£illed out at t he top , drawn back, leaving exposed a circul~ space 

bearing an inscr!i>tion, the only words of Mhicb I could oi ci pher were 

II A Crol.Vn ep · e~r& ~t t~e apex of the ch~ir 

I) The uuthor of /< 7'1? hffc 1(/Qt_ 1.c. desc:-ibH the a1omen's 
quart ers in the~•rge synagooue ·~:~g ir. t he tollowing words' -

_)f,(1 1 ?~ Ji .jl.f1 ,.,.(,./ Ji h J( IJ;aJ J ·~>T,1 ~g~, 
From this it appe~rs there were ~ ser es or balconies not only on the 
west wall but i:Uao on the south wall too. ~) .f.. .aort of a ~oms.n 
reader - com~e.re Israel AbrahBJ:LS ~~ddle ages pp ~5. 3) Bi:U.aban refer& 
to the wooen s part . in Lublin l.c. p 94 . a ~cup).ng one third oi t he main 
body of the ' Uahar~schule ' 4 11' 1 Jfr I' / ... t!J 5) T'ne one • 
who holcis the chila during circumcisiun. 6) See ;) 1~ ;1.; .~ 1',~ 
7) No .: . ,_..,VJ~• 
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su;ported by gilded eagles. 

Qr: entering t he syn- gogue one towid oneself first in a sort of vestibule 

kno.-rn ae t he "fulish" . Here public prayer would often go on at the Sa.!lle 

time, occe.siona.l.ly, th:..t it .;ent on in the !:le.in syo ... gogue.I) Probably 

l~te arrival.a would fo r m a 'mi. yan ' t ner e . 

Tne meader so far got a notion, more or l~s s adequate , of the • Pp earanc e 

of the synagogue b ti.re of humani ty. The pict·Jre can not be complete unle16 

he c_n also visualis:: ~it •1th its dwellers. I say 'dwell ers' advis ; dly fo r 

it can not be too often emphasised ths.t J ews were not merely .vorahippers 

in their synagogues, excapt it be at t;1e be :h He.lrneaetb , ;;here as already 

sho :Mn c bove, ! ev <iould be found and tnen on Saturdc..J• and Holidays in their 

best clothes of course. But being in one or anot her of his "Tents of 

J a.cob'' • .:: ) blao ev ery d 1.:.y in t he week, he could be seen there i?l his 

or~inary NOrK~d . y clothes. 

A pic~ure in the ~uartalnik of a Polish J ew in t he ei ght eenth century, 3) 

e.l ao t l1 e pictarea taken from life alldreproouced in RollFJlclerski 's ·•1 ea 

Is:realites en fologne" gives us a pretty good idea of wha t J e 111s in t hose 

centurie• looked lik5. 

For beadgeiu- .they vo r e t all , at raight fur h .... ts , -r) o rt en :n!:.de of ·very 

expensive aabel 5) . They ~ere garbed in l ong upper co~ts re~ching town 

to the growid s.lmo&t , 111hich \iere t a.ken in by a &i :rdle. 6) Sometimes 

I ) The pi.nkas of kolkie·.v L . C. complains against it pp 1!3. Even t o day 
on a Sbabbath t hey :rould r ei:.d t.:ie Torah in the t ' fi ~ 1..: permit certain 
i ndi viduals t o enjoy an ~ rf-r (al cal line; ~o the Tor s.h' 
2) From t :!e Biblical verse inter pr eted e.s r eferring to t he H .... use or Pnyer 
or Home of l.ean~g. 3) - PW 5. ~' CW. l ed b y Jews ' Spodik' 
5) Vid f (~JI J,J1fi1~ ()'l-4 0 fPink~s Lit& ) ,i;dited ·-::y 
S . Oubno .. (Se lin I9~5) 6) '°'uartalnik :>P Io5. Tltt.se were and still 

" a r e kno-n ~~ K~ftuns . 
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t he appermost coat ~ould hang loose l i ke ~ 4ong cape anri sleevele~ s, the 

Li r ale ai>peW"ing on another long coa t .1orn j ust under ... e-t"' . T' Tf: e 
Co~ts ~lsc of fur . ai:e e.lluded to 3) 

upper coat s were often mt1.ci e or sil k . ... ) 1- pr ob. bly • ll r i;he i i nt.er. 'rhe 

;; irdle or s t:.sh w&.s, it app e&..rs , i:. very colorful artiwl e o f cloth ing , 

• 
.-~ oven of gold a ne silver thread. 6) I n most of t he pictur es th e. ' fringe4l 

- is not visibl e , ap~e~ring onl~ i r. the 

vortr~it of t h e Ha.s aid re~ro uced by Hollander ski . I ' 3reeches, 

stockings t:.nd l ow s hoes: t J. e firs t t wo visible only ·1hen t he cor ners 

c f t he long upper gE:rments .• ould f all back, cimf l ei; e i;h e pict..ir e . 

Polish J~~s during t he per i od under diecussicn could ha r dly b. ve 

r:ii:.d ~ "' shabby, s l ovenl;r , appe:..re.nce , .-.s t hey diJ in our Cm1 tim.:_ ~c..rb ed 

e.s .1e. rj_ve oescri'Led t e em, l:!!ld i.mi.~ai;ins tl. e Polisbi\obility . For •Jl:c..t 

01e h&.v e described i e cl.so t r ue of the ' Schlc.ct tiL ' . Even t he ' Yarl!!ul ka ' 

-.::orn unciern~th t:i e tall fur be.t, we.a originally f ash ionable amongst t h e 

nobility. 6) After the Poles h~d long disc rded t hei r original costumes , 

~he J e .. a still ;rare loyal t o t h em. 

So ~ddict ed were the Polish i e'ds ot o,r pe:riod t o riclj gar .nents th~t 

' Takanoth I ) h-d ~ ~ be publ ished repe~t edlJ, Nithout much apparent ef f ect , 

:..g~inst donning -,oo expensive and rich looking c l ot hes. Beginning 1:1ith 

tJie Li t hui ... nian .io.._d of I . t he r e ~ere i n junctions ~g...inst t he ae8.r-

i ng ot Sll.IDet . 9 } t ile weaving o f pe~ls inro \7omen' s gb.l"!Ilmrts, age.inst 

I) L. Holl~enderski 'Les Israelite• 4 e Pol obne ' ( Pari s I 84J ) p 2II. 
2) .fillk&a Lita pa r. 339 . S. 3) ib . 6 ) ib 5) In I.a• Isnalites 
d e Polgne l. c . p . 2 und I . 6) J . ~ . Costwne. 7) Pinkas Lit a. 

a) Ib. item 179 s . 9 ) ib """ l!y ~fr/ J,/ ~II' 0 Q L il (,;~,! ~ 9/c v •..1 /1 c-
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damask and ~gainst anythi ng gaudy or too ric~. This r efrain keeps on 

throughout similar and more speci fic 'Takanoth ' ·oeing published every 

f e·;: yetJ"s I). Eepecia.ll y t · voured :la.a a sor t or ornement ueed on certain 

~ticles of clothes ce.ll ed by t he Lithuaniaa Pinkae ' Giluenstick , ~) something 

t n;;..t h-s to do .ti t h gold . or t:. s :'..d.i lar 111:.t ure: e.re t he gol d bands 

or gir~les which were prohibited. 30 In addit i : n to t ne 'Spooik , the t all 

t ur ha~, the 'Streima.1 1 waa ~orn , b cone like ~ffLir qit h a bri m coopoaed 

of ~ piece of fur . 4) Itappei:.r s to h::.ve bee·n u<. U.Uly •de of t har. the 

Yery costly s~bel. This also is pr ohibited . 5) Thei r r epeateed 

prohibitions only confirm our assertion mc.de above tnat the Pol ish Jew 

must nave aff ec,ed gr andeur even in his co&'tume. 

Thar is t!. l'tJt~ah also ~gi:<inst 4resaing like t!. 

This is very forci bly prohibited, ~he Tuku.ne.h usl.wg tne t ePmS 

This would aeem t o conflict ·rith t ile ! act thd t he costume of t he Jew was 

really copied fro!~ the Schlacjzia. The term · ~oy ' is however technic-1.ly 

~s ed ior veasant. 7) No jeM w~a to look like a p- easa.nt . His clotilu 

were t o be utterl~esche·.ved. This 'T~. h • is published very f e•v times, 

Nhich would l ei.d us to believe thb.t the J ewe ·aere not addicted to the coetume 

of ~he peasant &lld t he synagogue would harlly off er tne sight of a peasant 

l ooking Je·•· 

The above prohibition ag~nst costly g~rmen~s did no~ , howe•er, apply to 

~11 iadi acriminately. tiembar• of t he community poa1eas ing above a certain 

amount pf ·.realth and contributing a certain miniaum to the co.~el 1'-il 

I)E:nkas Litn. I79 , i87, 339, 779 , ~II , IOS5, One of t he reasons occasionally 
given is that i~ is not seemly during ti~es of troubl e f or Jews~ ~ppe~r t•o 
j oiouely garbed. This reason is ata~ed especiall y after t oe Ranelnitski maecreb . 
4>.) If' 339. 3( Ib 309. 4' mentioned ib. 309 . s' ib. .~) ib i97 

rnl./<- , , 1~ p-;>? !°~;-/),~ f'~A?~ -'If~/~ Qtl'-11> ~~? 1~ 
7) From pe::-sontil informe.tion received f r o1:1 Professor S Baron. 
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fundI)were permitted t o ear something more costly g::..rments. G) A little mllr e 

leniency ~~s given bridegrooms and chief r~bbis. Vwry costly and g~udy 

g&.rments however were prohibitedeven to them. 

It aee!llS th t in those de.ye Polish Je~a alao a !f efted Jewellery. A 

Take.nab reads the.t not more than two rings were permitted on week(aya , three 

on S&turdaya and five on Hoildays . 3) 

On Sc..turdaya and Holid~ya e11peci...lly t he J e .. •.vould e.ppe •. r izJ !1i s best 

4) and s lo t he l ewesa in her best. 

good reaeons for believing that specie.1 garments we~e •orn tor syn~gogue. 

On a Holiday ~ coht or mc.rt en seems t o kave been worn only in the synagogue 

according to the Lithuanian Pinkas 5) In Cracow ~ccording to t he ~uthor 

ot the Respons. /' ' .!.)~ ..J le t! ~ speci~ ' l!.antel' Very long\V11.S worn in 

the synti.gogue uuri.ng prayer. o) This 'm:..ntel • the afore•mentionea author 

expressly ata~ea we.a worn neither i n t he house nor iu t he m<:..rket pl~ces . 

He deacri-ea it as open in front sleeveless, appurentl y somasort or a c~pe. 

The str5i 1: al alluded to above was tne special head gear worn. 

Juding t rom i;he Ta.kanat;h in the Lutntanie.n Pinkas , the . ooen'a part 

of tbe synagogue, on Sabbath or Hiliday, must have been perfsct l} reaplendent 

with gem,s , pearl s and ge.rments off da zzling andgolden brightness. On t he 

!)Fr om this 11e might concl ude ihi:;t t.n e reasons for the prohibition 1rere eceDD-
:nic&.l . Usuall y p::.ying more t hun ther i shu-e or t he hei..d- tax ,c .. lled pf::> o 
In Lithuanic.n PinkliS 313 ir says t hat ~nyone cont r ibuting 400 gilder s may weur 
satin or aamaek - .t ) .l a.ad 5389 r 3 . Pinke..i; Lit. 1;:; L.C. 3 t!3, 
4) Vici Tnkt...ni<ll I"I! ib. 5) Ib 315 J '? ':'\ ~ ( M ft f f t r /'k ~"I 1? 

,,,,...- U.1?r 1>Jlt..J, ?f,r flft •:> .,~?,! a ;:,, ,1e~ ''""r 'J'iJ 
7) -<uoted by !L t. .Kata in ;.n~1 ri ••l'1-:l fr-:1/'i'I'" '..Ah lff <Berlin Io9~ ' .-:-'3'* 

4 '/, f t ~lp{11 ti;a(( ;~;>' -,. 1,,!J1. ,fife 



t1e i::.d a c -..p was worn o11ith ro:;s of p e::..rls running lougt itudi.1ally all round the 

h e, d. I) This was kno\:lll as a ' Sterntuch'. Above t he f orehe d it looked lik e 

a coronet. Ben of Bolichon tells us G) he bought a pec.rl h eaddress for his 

.: ife. h silk bodice, embroider ed , sho·:Je l) odd t !i e bust , Below that was a 

rich ly embroi d ered apron. On t iie bo dice .vould appei:.r a gol d chain. Gold 

th read w a hi g}1tly ! voured . The picture in the ~ut:..rtalnik 3 ) !:t ows us the 

.;om~"l "Ne&ring a l ::..c e ruff &round the neck . La ces,-ruffles, f ur bloughs, gold 

~~d silver wands, stripes or girdles seem to have been affect ed 4) . Pro-

hibited by the :ioa d it was still permitted to the bride and her compani on . 5) 

Gems i.>.lld precious stone• ~one f rom v arious p!o.l't s of t he body. 6) From the 

p icture in the J b.hrbucil der J udischen Volleskuncie it :..ppea rs the.t t he iriOmen -

folk, ~s ever, went in for bright coloes. Aga inst this there is ;io Take.nab . 

".'he mat ~ric.l 'Ni:.s a.g :.. in s ilk l:tll .:: expensive f..ir. There is ~ dist inct prohib-

it i on ag i nst !Jut ting silk on a gi rl .vh ose ! ;...t her h t: s reco ur s e t o cha rity, 7 ' 

,mi ch .voula seern to sho-.v thu.t even d ... ui;hters o f -oegg&.r s ;;·ould dress in silk , 

p e. r hu}ls t o plea se T. lt,, pos sible groom or t l1 e match-~er • .,, ) 

Th e Tf:Jc .ne.th of ti.lis nature wer e establish ed not bec :...use the .fo _d 

·n.s o,>posed to rich c l othes pe r se . Th ey were prohibited so a s not t o 

excite t h e envy of t he other s Ij' . 

Rabbis and s chola rs · .. or i. g i, r ments some\th .. t dif!e.r ent and mo r e costly 

H 1!!n t h:...t of t he g ener-. lity. Solomon 1,:_imon t ells us in his i-.utobiography I@' 

o f a special r abbinic 1 suit put on by hi s f ther as ~ schola r. The stuff , 

! ) Vid pictures in Jahrbuch der Volkeskunde 19.25 and in -tuart W.nik 191.: f 
I '1!3 pp II5. 4) In IJemoirs translat ed by :: Vi eicnitzer into English ( 1..1xfor ci 
University r ress I9.:4) 3' pp 115. 4) Vi d Ei~~s Lita l.c. 309 S. 
5 ) Ib pe:.r 316. 6) Ib pttt #IO 7 } ib par 314. 8 Th e .lords /. rt1 e ·11' 
U? ,,..-<!, : re us ed in t h e Takan;,;.h referred t o ' . 9) Se eft(i,r,,....,1J Lc3Ib 

IO) :1P 13 in !mg tr:::.nslation by J . C. l!urr~y )London 1888 .' 
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he tells us was fine r t hM thai; i n common use. P.e wore le~ther Lo s e 11ith 

buttons and " ein lU:.lamankenes Leibserda.~" . Both articles a r e r _t her puzz-

ling. The le.et art ·cle mentioned hasrefer~nce to the fringed g rment worn 

u:::?derneath t 11 e u)iper g t.. r ":lents and ' Kale.:nankenes • a ccording to the English 

translato r menas stiped wool en clotn. I~ Prob, bly l a ym11.11 wore a ' Leibserdak ' 

o f a mat c: ric:.l cheaper and coarser thl:Jl wool . The le ·. tiler hose may hi...ve been 

a ffected by the particul ar gentl eman allude~o . .r.lthough we d -..n 't know lli 

Rabbi[Jic~ suit was like , we do 

know th ere ~as such a t h ing . 

In t he Sc:J'!le a utobiogr s:phy l'.aimon descri\Jes t he white garrJents worn on 

t :;e Sabboth by i;he Hassiaic Teoctik - R 3eer of i:~e~itch • .. itil the .1hite St r eimel • 

. ihita wilk gi..rinent s were , however, confined exclusively t o the Hassidic 

.fith t he above description of t he dress o• r Polish Je·11 ·we compl et e the 

picture of tbe synagos~e int~rnally . A few remc..rks rnigat now be in pl a ce 

concer ning 1.fle cor1duct of syn, gogue . It hau to hi:.ve cert in officials to keep 

the moneys t b.t ca:ne i o from t he selling or the '1'.itswoth ' , to be descriv&ed 

in another chapt e r , and froa tne eume vowed every Saturday - f ' J ~J - >Klien 

c ~lled to the Torah . .._) J ,(; 'fher ~ v1ere expenditutures to be made , 

Uitzwoth ~no ' ,uiyoth ' 1.o be distribut ed c.nd so forth . 

These officers or w~rdens were knol'.lll a5 Gabaim and wer e chosen by t he 

boi:r d o f electors t'!lat appointed t he off icers of the genert.d community 3) 

I) 'lid note of :!:nt; t r c.nsle.tor . ;ip 13 in 1-'.uimon ' s Autobiography • 
.r.) rJ1 oft -met -;rrit ~. pict.;)r e of Ra.bbi ~-'eJildel of Lubawitbh depects tlie same .ihii.e 
St r eimel !l.nd white robes . ./hitc is symbolic, 1:ccordine; io the Kabbolah , of joy . _, 
3)Zol kiev: Pinkas in p,i I 07, a ';)t-l_J .11>f l. c. 
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'r hey were not sndependent, but res,?onsible t o t h e '! ~~nhigim' and 'Roshim' , I ) 

t h e l eaders ~ nd of ficers of the Community . In Zolkien there wer e five Gabaim 

placed in ch<:.rge of t h · syni:.gogue. G) !'h ey wer e not th a most important of 

t he le ders ~ f the collll!linity . Twelve were chosen in Zolkie :: ::no had the 

supervision of t he entire cor1lTl!unity. Beneath t hese wer e 'til e G1:1.bt:.i~ of t h e 

synagogue,. Ev '!;; :-y ye:....r di.<rin~ t h e ?assovsr 3) nel, .1 officers '.Veee chosen. 

-n Cracow- i:.ccurding 'tO its Pinkas t h e G1:1.bc. i m o f t u e sy?'!c.:.t::Oi;Ue wer $ 

kno .1n as t !1e Go.b C:i.im of charity 4) Til e syna.gogu& w .s conc t.ived f as 

chari~y cr5a.nis ktion of the community, t h e offiters h aving also to c~e for 

the poor and distribute to ~hem t h e av .ilAble f unds . 

The She.mash - sext ~n- or be~dle - was not so much ~ synagogue official 

as ~ co!ll!Duna l one. He had. to carry out ~h e orders 5 ~ not only of i. ne 

w_.rdens but also of their sup . riors t.h e lec.cisrs and officers of the cormnunity. 

His duty it was to keep order, to mal\ e proclanations in t h e synagogue 6' 

anu to COllY'Y t he 11ishes of the officers t 'the n .. rious individuals with 

respect t o who!':'. -r;hey wers intended . He w;,.,s, in fact, e. r a t h e r imvortHnt 

official . He h~d his reaid ence free from rent necr t h e synagogue and there 

must h~ve been a good many s0urces of income besides. 7 ) Later on we 

s ha ll h av e to talk much more a bout t he multifa riou s fundtions of this officitl , 

in connection with t ne cus-r;oms of the synagog~~. 

Ne ither t h e Rabbi nor ass e::::sor - /r 1 ~ - wer e synagogu1? offici::..ls . 

They wer e responsible 

'!;,hatz ' .. f l - 8 ) ·.•m s 

to the 'lci'la ye r ' cor:1111unity . 

more so. He r e rid t h e To r i:Ui 9 \ 

The reader, Hazan or 
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more. oft _n it e eems th.21 -i;he prayers. '!'he: g,aa im would assign t his l.dter 

f'U!lc'tion to v~io111s priv• te individuals I) C.nly on very so l e'D.Il or f astive 

occasi one :.-ou1d -i;~e official re<:..der lee.d in !'rayer. ::!is .. uty i t kS to 

I " Zolkie:r t h e pinkae tell= 1:1s Z) he uttered 

alo•ud irnprecatfons. e.g inst inaividuals 11ho 'ifc:J•ula being the ni..ma o•f Jew 

into disr~put6. 

conte ci;. .,... 

'f h e Gabaim <.nc.'t wan : appo:.nr;ell by t ae boaro a.f elet"&ors • f' 1?} /;~ 
of' u.e Ka hol :. 6re in ch~rt.e only of tile form:..! 3eth :iakn~et.h . In Zolkie-71 

for insta-11ce, \''le find t hc.t only five ;,rer~ c.ppo·ir.te_ for t~e synagogue and 
,, 

t!ley were calleQ -J ~·~· .::> 
For t. ~e numer ous other 

sym.ga 5ues , no suc11 pr.ivision 1.ve:s ~de. 'I'bi.s is no.t linnH:t ural, as c.bey 

~er ;; more or less of a priftte m:.tur~ . They el ected therefo r e their G:J :m 

Gai:laim, G;_~.,.nim and 5,hp,m::> shim. 5mLJ.ler syrne.go1E,ues wo·ulci not need a s many 

as five GaiJa:im. ..hat t he: usuc:.l nu.o:le:- w~s .;e c ·,.n noi:; t ell, ~,ut it 's o~ no 

consequence. 

Cn t h ~r.cle ~e c D not but conclude t h . t the S]?lagogue orgc:..nis~tion 

'lias of very minor importanc·e . 
'i.'he syr..agogue <Ra.S ither a private af!e.ir 

::ontir ely ruled :J!{ the ino.iv:idual T.C ''lh Ol!l it c slor.g - eithe,r a • ealthy man 

o.r a sca oh.r -
or as a public institu:ti.un 1as in charge 

oi =inor o Uicials appo·inted b y t he Kahd. 
J.i; ll'Jas not e.n ~utonomeus in.s:ti-

t ~tion , b;.;.t formed pe.rt of tbe ::..ctivities of t.he Ke;htl . 

I l Zolkic-.: Pi~as l . c . p = _r.:;; . ~) l~ '7nc foun:::ulc. as Etill r et ained 
is • Let so and so i; t. e son or so ::.nd SO• 5-ris e . The &..u.n still c:;Ils up i!l 
soce <i;G:Jngreg ... tions , rr.o!'"' us~al it is f or the Sh~sh ~o aa it. 3) lol±<isu 
?ink~s l . c . r-~ aa. 4' Vid Zollde .. Pinkas l.c. pp &9 . 
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CHJJ>TER 3 . 

Frayer and J.eariiing -n tlie Polish ~ ewis~. Syn~go~ue . - II It -It" C . 

The codes demE..nd t.10 t hin6 s: t h ::- t everyone shoµ~c. pr1 y in t he formal 

syne.go&ue or Beth ilt:.kneseth, other.rise he is c t lled G. be.d n e i ghbour - y? / .,f, I) 

and t hat no on e pr~y by himself bi t ·9ith his f ellows - Th e 

first re .uest , as .;e h i::..ve e.lr ei..dy seen in ::.. forr.i.::r ch!:!.pter 14'as i gnured . The 

sec ond .1as r eadi l y i:..nd gh..dly compl h.d -.vi . h . i.:or r,ing and ~ evening 

every Beth Hamidr _sh, Kle.us , Yeshivtll anu l!. iny;.,.n, every synagogue except 

i. r. e officid one, .v .. s ful of pr 1;1.ying i ndividuals 2) The officia l s yngogue 

- Ras fo r the Je . too s t iff , cold •-(orm~l and off icial. ~r~yer ~as fo r him 

t oo in10i:nate a l!latter to be enjoyed in, in too st ::.t ely too e.wesome, too 

G.~ istocratic E:.rl edi fic e . For I judge th~t t he Ga.baim t h ere h s.d too much 

o r a s1..y :..nd 10he av er age mara too little. The l atter bl.so desired i.. s_...<:.JJ 

t.nd an 'Al i yah ', e.nd 't.h e feeling th~ t he is &. somebody i n t h e House of God . 

!'i1 e schohi.rs and ' buchurimf - youths , di sciples - di d net I0"<..1.7. to waste 

t ime ,;oini; elsewher~ , and every riead of an n.c ad L:ny - .:;» p I (,, I iJ It J 

prayed ai10h his ~flchurim a t the ~c ~demy . ilabbis in gener J r ar dy :umt 

io i.ile 3 eth rfa.lrnsset!l l ) . But pr :.ying >'Jent on ... lmost in every ho 1se ~) . 

~ .o m~.1 th a Yeven Liet zulah - ::? {;_ ~1,t / /1 5) tells us k.,,,t away from 

I) Ore.ch Ci11:.J m 9 '.) I : .c) In Lublin e. n~em .vc..s pilblished against minywiim· 
h t;:..iri the con:p1 . int h t}.., t the synq ;oi;ue is entirely el'lpt j . 'lid ......6 f 1 /r r 

/1fp/(? p 1 qf(') ,~ by S . ;3 . liisenbi...um (Lublin I89 r ' p 91. 3~ Vi d,va'-t.fi•Jtt 
fD. fl f/t/c ~o~Jilira.:iuns ' L:i~dle ._es Ch .. pter o:: :Jym .. gogu e ~ Be, :- of 

Bol echo .. also con fi%1?!1S t1. e f c.ct -cl. . t very f ei. ~ ent -vo th~ fon:u...1. _yn;..,gOf;Ue to prE..y 
4 5 C>.lf' so:n .Jl-in~ 10 he K<..hd o f Zc l kie·.1 in th eir pink::.s L e . pp I I.:. . See !:er n 
of Lublin i n l'lisenbaum ' s L..iblin l.c . unde r S ul I'.~rg9~th . 5' Sy Hathan I.at :.. 
Hanover . .:ritten i n the time of Hant. lnitski 



i>ut this 1:.lone 11e.s not enougb for !l!~y . .le find t :iet in addition to the 

set prayers during the hvura assigned for the~ , coneidArable numbers would 

be found in t he v~rious ple.c : s of worshi p , especially e.~ de.1111l, perfo r ming 

devot i ons either priv~t ely vr in conjunction with others. Groups or assoc-

idions kno·,i;n 1u Heliro·rn ,,.ould be formed for this purpose . At da.m the a for e-

mc.:ntior.1.ed Yev sn i."etsulah, tells us in ev ery synagogue t nere -.'lould gather 

Hebroth to recite the Psalms togeth er I) or to le~n i.:ishnah, which really 

.ve.s t . the J r:"1 a f orm of devot i :.ri. ·rhi s is not exagg .. r e.ted , for ·11e find 

other eouroes confimming it . l ays n Ueir of Lublin 2 ) •tn tnat you h~ve t aken 

upon yourselves to g ive t hhllks and pri:.is e every morning. ' 

Later on, yowards the eighteenth century t he devotion of t h e Hassidim 

:10;,i_.d express itsc:slf in e. aif ferent f ashi on . They would begin their prayer s 

11:.ter, t::i g i ve them a chance to take their ritual bP-th y //I 3) first 

~nd inJulge in medit~t ions of a Kabbalistic n~ture 4). 5olornon Yai mon tel ls 

us that mos t of t!iem would walk i;.round ooin nothing with a pipe in their 

oout:1 ~Cl when asked ... hat they were doing would b.1lSWe9 : 'medit1 ting on God' • s' 

But t. r1e superiors andthe learned amongst t hem , in the Kabba.la., naturally, 

tNoul d undoubtedly engage in sincere devotions of the nc..ture of ablutions i.:.nd 

meditati on• ·1.rtor prayer t h e gle.~sful of strong drink t aken in tne Klau!: 

~uot ed by B . Z .K<..'t :. ir. 
l.c. p 20 . 4~ See 
(Berlin rg,q)p 95 ~ 1-
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.. t s likev.~s e in the na"t.urG Ci dsvotiC>n, culeci Tit:kun :!:. r.e nit.1g perfectioc 

or iJrepi::.r~tiun, to 1,ut them iti t he proper fr;..me of mind for vfr.e..tever t he da.y 

hu; to offer ~). Cften t hey would rei;.cin in their conven-cicles to relute 

t.nu listen to stories of t i:.e 1'se.dikia , wl1ic!. W6.S c. gree.t t:.itivuh u,d deemed 

t. f orm of dev otion. ~) 

'f m.•s f::..r we ti:.lkell ~bout aevotions outsie e t t: e set ~rauer~ b .efore or 

e.ft er it , ~.a enga£ed in i:.y specii:.l groups . Ho111 o:.bout devot i one Ke.we:.nah -

o i.:.rin~ t!:e se1. !.!.lld p i..blic pre.yer l ·:!le t.uthori tiee i:.rt eo concernea 1:1.\Jout 

it th"'t t h ey proli ioii. eci decor1:1.ti ... ns Oll t h e froat pt.ge of the pray.:r book, 

so as not to inj ~rc 'Kaw&.r.i..h ' ~) Fr ee t t.e g,l ov;ing account g iven by the 

E:.ut hor of tne 'Yev er: :·etiulw:' of t ne letirnil)g b.llU pict.y o f toe Folish 

iJ e;:; r u .... ould i1t11giite "tht...t. T.hero -.·oulci OG no laci\ of devction . Considering 

t n 6 fEo.ct t ilat ther e \\"ere Y eshi vctn in ~very community almost ~) t nt..t even 

the pocr c.st ch: .!.u h~u ~o be provioed >:1itn a te1:1.cher, y ou .;oulci expect e. 

kr1 0 •• ledgE. of P.ebrew at letla t , to bb ....... '• versal . From ~n~t. n Ephraim cf Leczyciu 

6) nowever, 6 {. ys , 7) this, st.r i::r1gel y enough WE;.S not the c e..se . hlost of t hem 

h e co~pl~ins , do not. underst~nci ~ebre~ 6) F~thermore ev: n tnose ~h o do 

UOC&rStUld tne mea ium Of prayer, our dUt.tor fut ther CC~pluins,t ) pr;..y 

.. ithcut w-.y devotior.. They think of b~sine::ss ena gossip ~ur~nb prayer • 

I ) .~orudes\(y l .c . Vol "' i II. 2 ) Ib. 3) I ' • "fir/ J! i.,11 0 /v •") 

b y 5 • .. ::or~destky (Berlir 19"3) Vo l-= P 15. ' 1',r ,, . .s , J.J f ' '" '"' ' 
fl..)'-' " ((,> ~J) Jt/..t P t'J O b t:a I( R Koses ~ss~r:es to Cr .. ch Chi:.yim s: . c.~ . =~ ·,;u~ 

i:.lree.dy mentioned above haw the pi:.~ntings en tne ,/alls of t n 6 s,r.1:.go6~e i ... d 
-co stt...rt c...bove the hec::ds of t oe \10rsl:ippi:rs for t h e S'4!: e rea.son . 
5) S e1.. Yev:en J..ieteule...'1, Pink;:;..s Lits. 1.C. p;..r HI Zo liie·.v Finkas l.c.p 106 
(. ) F. mo us Polish J eo1ish preacher E::.nd '..;,.bbi of Pr.....gue Died. I6E • . 
'7). ln hie (t4 i?I/• quote by J: Guder::ie.n i n ,ue::ll enscbrif~en z~ Geschichtc 
d es Unterrichts und Zrziehuni; bd aen Deutsch en Juden (Berlu: 1€9 _) !-' 57 
.; ) P. ~ expl6.ins -che phenou.enon &.s oue t.o the ~ t. c_:t th~t children lea: o onl}' 
s e1::.ning ot, individual ·oor ds .vithout th - conneotio r,s it. 9) lb . 
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Nor du t hey i::..t tend to t h e Torah read ing I ) . 

provides for special offiec~r& who a r e to pr event te.lking dur i ng prayer 

in t lle formG.l synagogue. Fro!"'.: all t his we a r e j ustified in concluding th!:'.t 

th.r e·.~· wr.,e not l.'luch 'Ke..•.vansJ1 ' i n t h e Pol ish J ewish Syn;..gogue of t h e !6th t o 

t. h e I8t!1 Cent ury . 

J ust beofre -Che cl os e o f our period, however , we come to the rise of 

Ha.s s iai sm end k"it b it prayer begins t o i..ssume i:.n imvort e.r.c e it never before 

he.d iu Jewisil life . It is not too mucbt to s e..y th~t. i t becomes the all 

i n ul od synagogue attende.11c e and reli~io us worsl. ip. LetU"ning upon 

. .:hich so rr.uch er.lphe.s is wa s l ais heretofore f t.11~ in ger;eral estee?:'! w1d 

to it is assignee r., eecondary pl a ce 3 ) Prayer is •uperior t o l e rning 4) 

It~ eff:cts i:.r felt in all t he heuvens. Only pr u.yers effects communi or. 

~ith t he deity 5) Hassicl i c t hought and writings ar e full of such sent iments . 

:low then did 0. Hi..esidi c Klt...US c.; r st _ebel loo!: du:·i r1g prc..yer? I n t he Herem 

published by t he Kc..hu of Cr aco .. E' we hav e ._ faith ful pictuee of one , 

f a ithful because opposit i ui1 -.:1as not t o ir.dividuals but form.s " i&ys the 

Herem: Th r:y pr~y in loud voice, w.d sway "thei r bodies barbarously, many 

of them clep t heir hands b.nO make stang est s ounds with ~heir lips or shake 

~heir heeds violently. Tiley skip about like goats or reel like drunirnrds " . 

r ' This was no1.i confined to ?oland. It seems "to hb.ve been llides;>read anci 
applicable t c.i other centur ies . ~ee :-· . Gud er mann Geschicht e cies !Srziehungs ­
wes ens ur1d der Cul tur der Jud en i n Deutscblan ( ,/ien 1888( - ? 97 . 
4) In 7>l"t_(;J ,111 :i <,c.,._ 01(- 1 1,J/,! ~ , 17 'jl ( l'rl 1

<>0> ~ · ? • lllfl 
I P"~~ 1 ;-. .,, ,~ 1 , ,.,.;r,, _1,th,,1( - ~;\;ii) 

3) See /t.JJ ~ ..h.1 CJJ by I J a cob J oeA'ph of Polonoi ISt h century. Sidr i. 
f'.fi' These a.re his word• : /9/,,(~ i11J1..h1> -h t•:>r P~ I• r:t'' ft. I 

4.) L . , .• Horodetsky l.c . 1iol I P 47. S' i3esht us ed ~o design at e prayer 
'..Jlth~ tf/1j ib p 49 . G' To be found in lietsteins 

_.A /LJl'i( i.c . p I63 s. 
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According to this description e. .l:iass id i c P.ouse of Pr ayer must h~ve been a 

verit~ble pandemonium. S ~ioon confirms it I ) He tells us they conceived 
\ 

or prayer as a wrestling with the devil who 11ould do his utmost to dietr ff,ct 

them. By yelling and thro~ing themselves about they conquered t he devil . 

It would be inter esting to quote him fu l ly in this connection. They l aboured, 

by ~l aort a of mechanical o ~ert-tions, such as movements and cries to bri ng 

t hems elves into ti. ste."te of elevdi:.n above the body. It Tua amusing to obser ve 

ho·4· t hey often interr upted tteir prayers by t-ll sorts of extr uordinary tone~ 

anu comicl:..l gestures , w ich wer e mei:..nt cs threats t:.nd reproaches age.inst their 

adversary, the E:vil Spirit , who tried to disturb their devotation; and by 

t his means ~hey ~ore ~hems tlves out to such e.n extent, t hat, en finishing 

thei r prayers, they commonly !ell down in complete exhauatior.. 

This is more thl'..11 devotion - KawanWi . It is ecstasy , it is na-.d.neea • 

• 6 know not wh1..t name to give it . • lh&n the Beebt .::: ) pr ayed all the t r ees 

in t he for est prayed wid swayea v;ith him 3). From t he heat generi:.t.ed Liy 

the r:.cet1:.cy or hie prayer tb~ w&ter in t he tressels of tlle synagogue boil ed 

out 4) 

'.i'his is not "t he kind of Kawaaah demanded by the Rabbinictl b.uthorities. 

They insist on silent prayer 5) i:.nd reverence. But t10st Pol i sh Jewish 

synagogues , ~ith t.he exc~ption of the formal synagogues, very soon became 

P.aseidic. 

Si nce the Herem alluded ~o consideres Hassidic beh~vious bJl i.nnoY~ti on 

we CWl infer therefore tb~t in th~ centurieb pr oceedinu . prayer ~e.a unaccom-

pwiied ·oy the strange &.nd violent motions peculir..r "to Hassidim. 

I~ Autobiogr aphy l . c . p. Icl . l ) Baul Shem T•b- ~be con:mon designation 
or R Israel t he founder of lili&sidism I cth century. 3) R David Pt1.rkee a 
ci ieci!-l e of Beeht himself wit nesseo it . In 6-{,~1) ,~ ,,. e, 4 lb 
5) Or ach Chayi m IOi. 2. 
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~ Ae occasiona.l t a lking , a synagogue oust have presented a pretty r espectable 

appearance during the prayer hour. ~ven thea, t he prayers wer~ , in all 

prob~~ilty r ecited i n a ·loud tone ot voice. This is elso true ot places outside 

Fola11d .Gudemann t ells us t hat prayers of the synagogue usually int erfer e:i 

.vit h t he church. I ) The fact that it was insieted upon th~t the synagogue 

be moved back trom t he thoro ft.. .. r , , ~) wa.s proabe.bl y due to the l oudness o! 

t he praying •vit hin . 

Ver y oft en t he service mu et he.ve been disturbed by individuals v1ho h cr.d 

t:.ny compalints ag~iast other member• ot the congreg~tion, lhen any indi vidue..l 

r efused to ebide by ~he s entenence ot t he Jewis h Court - Seth Din , - the par ty 

in jured coul d stop t he services and dem&nd that the rebellious one be ex-

ccmmunic~ted . 3) And whenever anyone con•idered himself injure~ by another 

provision of this na t ure was made to gain r eores e. 4) The stopping of the 

service- _.., {;;,~ ? l..>1J - •1as e.n accepted and nt:.t ur a.l thing . It W&s 

regul ated like e.ny other ritualistic pr actise. The one injured s ays the 

'Sepher Hassidim' 1 5} walks up t o t he /Jllud befure Borcu or Kadushah , e.no 

shuts the book f rom which t h e Hazan read&; and c .... ll s out ( Ke.lam'. Or he ,,,,...... 

CC:.Jl ;.revent t he t akinliof the Torah from the a r k until' he gets relre88. 

Tl1e f r equency o f the occurrence is attest ed to by the denuncie.tione of 

R • phre.im Solomon of Leczyzzt. the moralist and preacher t-lr eady all uded t p 

Sye. he 6 ~ "Cor1cerning this evil custom or s t o1.•ring the services ce.lled 

CJamen' 7) according to hin i t must h~ve l ed to some pretty violent scenes . 

I)Geschechte Vol 2 l . c. p ~7 . 2) See privilege of t he Jan Sobieski 
£ranted t o Jews of Zol kiew. In t> O-e/JJ "''f p.I. 3) ,. .,,,,~ 1/ /"47' !_}-;> 
by.{ASe f p .:: 5 . 4) lb 5 ) Ib ~uot.ed. 6) Ib quoted {a ,..., ;~ /rt;· /1)/~ "'(-~)h' i" bi '-l!J'f ? t_l~J ~ nJ ;;") Y' , , ~ i)J/-:- 1 

fj'.lt/ p1{J(i/p.fo1;'\ ,, , ~ ~ .., j- ? J...>-i'~ I i'f- /.J ''i' y,.!.J 
7) Pr obabl y f rorr: 'Clam.re~ cls.im suggested by Gud6mann in .(uellenscgrit't enl. c . 
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The Kahal of Zol kiew would prohibit it in their official synagogue I) by 

imposing e. fine on anyone who in&ulbed in th6 practise. 

gl e.dly paid 'the fine. 

Uhat to us in an e.stonishing thing is the conserva~ism of t he Polsih 

J ewish Synagogue in respect of the order of prayers, the precise prayers 

to oe rea d &nd the particular chants belonging to them. Not a jot or 

a little was to be changed. The Council cf Lithuania actually pu\Jlisbed 

a T!ikane.h agE:.inst e..ny changes ij Nusach - ho I J - or meloQy - Se.ys 

e.rticle 61::: of t he Li1:hue.nh.n Pin.kae: " .. 'here&.s of l i:;te certtin changes 

v ere made in t he prayers, ,.,e t herefore publish i:. d11cree th i: t noth ing should 

be c!'.e.nged , not even a."°'y of t !1e chants. ·• Z) T~is is very intereating 

in t h e light oi events lat er on iVh en He.ssidisrn c.ro£e i=..nd in t he He.ssidic 

s ynagogues t h ey mad e changes in t he order ana for~ of pr~yer, adopting 

t !\e Sephardic nusac: inste £.d of the Asjkene.zic .1liich had obtained so fa.r. 

In -..h e Herempub:. ished agr"-L .et the Pa.ssicisnalready a1uu<ied to, an issue 

is nu:.d e of the ch~nged pre.~ers. 3) From the 'fs.kanl'.Jl in t he Lithuwii :..n 

Pinkas i t :~ppears t hai: a lready in 1667 over one hundr;;d years before the rise 

of Hass idism, there 111ere atte mpts at changing the pr i.yers . It is our 

con j ecture that., even as l a t er 11 i\.!i t he nnssidirs , the earlier attempts -
were due to t he influence of th~ Kabba.le.h which began to flourish in these 

yr;i;.rs . Perhaps the Sabbatoi Zevi movement whi vb becl:Jlle •idespre~d at 

t hat time had something tc do ·;;ith it . 
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The prescr iption ag~inst changes in roel ocy is even mor l!l sur prising in t !1e 

ligtt ~ f the f act that I Joel Sirkis had alr eauy permitt ed the adoption of 

Church tunes. I) This is i n itself a r ;:.t1:1>r surprising fact . Such tolerance 

is hardly -io be eY.pF.:cted in Poland in t he year 1600, tlt hough , probnbly 

R Joel oases hi~self on some for~er authoeity. Tn~t ~~zE.nim at ta~t time 

shou1 u haYe adoptecJ church tunes or che..nts is in itself incredible . The 

f<..ct ho;vever r ene.ins that thi~ kind. of assirnih.tionism we.s petlctised . 

Hi:..zs .. niJll. like modern cantors , were unaoubl ly given to lonL d1:awn 

out perfornances. of a music: l> or at least voci l char _cter. Our moralist , 

whose acquaintance .1e ht---ve alr eady mr....de, ~ Rpbr;;,.im let ::himself be heard 

h~re too . He complains v itt erl y of t e voe.cl exhibitions. 2) He se.ys 

'' theyc one.t ors themselves i..dmit th~ t they chant th e pr!:.yers :vit h no genuine 

fe~ling of devotion . Th ey mer eljr desire to g in the a.ppl u.use of the 

multitude and do not as much at. pronounce the 11or lis ciistinctly" This 

was a.round 1600 wid it was not unlike our own d~ys . 

,{e compla ins l:U.so 3) a.bout the long Piyyutim thi:.t wou' o be inter fo l ated 

on certc.in Sabb aths 4) and Holi<i ys. :! ny , he a lleges, do not come to 

S)lnago gue bec :..usf: of lor;g Piyyut im ~d thos e ~;ho come do notkno'.1 :;hd 

they &..r :; t i:.. lk i ng about; bec_use t l': ey ar s bc..sed on the ~idra.sh and few know 

it. They contain neither t h, n ke nor pr~ise . 

_) f.o_jJ ....)?~ 1'1? ! /f~ .-;')/ 
I) Respnos a Bach f t.r If7 

1
...J(a/J _/,-;:.? p-:i";:I {' o ,nfrl '11J/µ? 

, )Ill_ k. f /-.. 1u 1,K _.t+q lc] 1o l l' I' -.Jirr~fl l' (<fr<' 
The Author R Joel l ived a ro urid 1610 '.;Jld was Rt.b of Cr .. 00·:1 . 

2) ~uoted by U GudermE.nn i n his ~uellenschri ften l.c . p 85. 3) Ib 
~) Such as t he Sabbaths before fa.s sover ·11hen pieces of C.o@Jg erel would be 
reciteci no ·:.iorse uyt much better th~n bymus . These -:rer e called Piyyuti fh 
empi:..thic poetry. 
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Although every community ha d i ts s alaried Haze.n , I) it ~ppe -.rs, stran gely 

enough , t h::..t he did not &.lv10.y s act as public r eader , In •~ct he did so 

r a rely . R Ephr!'l.im h imself says 2) that u.p to h is time ret!ders were not 

chosen for the High Holici . ys merely beet. us e of t heir good voices . .:o r "Lhy 

. 
indiviciua.l s of a dvanc ed age .;ere chosen. If t e e offich l :; ze.i1 ciid not 

r ead on t he Hi gh Holid:;ys one \;onde!·s ~1hen he d i d . The Pinkasof Zolkie~ 

co~fircs thi s r~ct . ~!o inaiviciu~l, s .ys t!".e l'inkc-s 3) c::.n cla im • ::e.ze.l:~h · 

4' fo r public r eu .. ing on t !·,e High Holid-.. ys. Th us e who hr~o , uthority 

could assign it to any cn e ptivt.te inaividua l th~y ~ished even on t h e ~iih 

Holid r.ys . ~ fo.r ctr. er occ sivr:s it is ta~en for gn-"11:.ed t hat otilers not 

ti1e Hazan e.ct a s public re· ti ers . So~e ina ivi8uals insisted on t c..king t he 

i:i l t:. ce c f t he ilaz >Jl all t :.e time- , so t he Kah:...l of Zolkie~v estaolish <:d e. 

1.i' _;,:._nah tL T. no Cll e ie t o act r. e •:,hat z ' more t bi:..n once a month . J"I 9ut , 

t~e T~ k n_h COl~inueE , if it be ~greeable t ~ ~h e offic er£ - aoshim -

they : .. t:..y ~ermi t <.ny mi:'.11 t o p r c:.y "-ny number of tines. It ie inconceiwe.ble 

~ht,t t hese l a yman ina ulged in those ele.:>orate musict. l compositions 

:...gd ast whi ch R Ephcaic complai11s . ln .rert ~.in l o calities , "'110 l i:.ter on tb e. 

h Ha zc:..n probably gr t:.ciually di s ; l a ceo the l ayi:nan. He lived even a little 

the t i me the Tak!:..~ah !..llucied t o in til e Zol k i n: Pi nk as we.a publ.ieiiea which was 

in I6~2 

It Him! thut often t r.e: assi{;ning of t he duties (or ,µ r i vileges ) cf 

public r eading ~ o ~er-b ers of t t e congregati~n l ed t o u good de _l of a" use. 

I) 

l.msceriften p 86. 

~) A pess ~ssi on or 
5) L. c. f .i-'f 

e ~Jn~ _}I ~ 1 
f(<C}A . fTv ).., I 
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.• e&lthy men desired t h is privileg e and it w~s gr anteu them bec · use of t h eir 
of 

we alth and influence an not beca use <.heir .;orth . I) R Ephraim. condemns it, 

<.nd his reasons arE: obvie; us. I n our own time it wou ld be goou ne\/S to leE..:-n 

t ll i..t iriluentL 1 e:..nd " e i.. ltt1y roercbe 1-- of the commun:.t y wer i i e;hting to get 

<. h 0 privilege of reading ~ne pr~ y ers . f,ccording t o ·:-.he sar:~e o.uthori1'y 

even non- J e \tish no Llem·=n .,;er· c . lled in to dist r ilmt e the function of 

reading and olowing the Shof~. ~) Some would ever. tnke poss es sion of 

t n e ~.mud by violence 3) 

Bui' st r 11.nge to s <...y , unlike t 9 -d y if t he :fazau ci h not perform hie 

01·•n f ..:ncti ·n, he, and no on e else eould re;..d the Torc.h . Se.ys t i1 e Zolie·o11 

Pin}; ... .s i ) "Th e Sn:...tz anu no one else 1!-.ay read the Tor ::..il · • Perhaps 

tr.E: ma in f unction of t iie Hazan in t !;ose day s was not co nsidered to be t ha.t 

o f re~dinb the pra yi::rs. It seems to be t ~ken for gre.nted however that 

<.h e Ha zru: is t h e offici~l reader 5) Ii:... zu1 i s used int erche.nge E..bly 'lith 

1. :.e t e r'"! Shatz 5) 11hich r.'!eans nothin= ::.lse~eticher • 
. .,noth6r of t.!1t: m&..ny synagog ue s abuses enumer t..i.t:d by R 3phrum is t h e 

t a.ct t h :...t rna..ny l eft t r.c sy:Ji;.gogu e during t e e Torw: rea ding . Th is is not 

,.uite c ompatible .1i th tfie enoroo us v .. lue attached to the il '.. yoth - calling 

u;, ~ o t..e Toran , ti v l ue t ?l<-.t ex ,.. r essed itself in terms of llGJl'y eVel'f . 

u 
I) So st t es it Ephraim quoted in G~ er1~ar;.'s -tUellen~ckfiften 1.c . p 06 . 
~) Ibid 3 () I bio . 4) l . c . ":)Ji :r ti r u · , ( .:J l e 't 11 

fr'[' I~ I ~ , 1 
. f /, o . --!' " . /r 7 r ,. 

5) Th is ,,ould be t r1e implication of t h e follo v11ng wor<Js J.c t .1 e Zolkle~ . 

Pink r..s 1. c . / rzr /Ii, r/1'1 r ( {t>../i-.::> r f -· !1 ,.> _) ( ., ' '/ t 
6) Ibid . 



':'t.e fe:ct hi:.s e.lreE.dy been mentioned t nut one of t he reasons for so :r.ar,y 

l ~iuyar.im l}was t 111-.t t here were not eno ugil ' c.liyoth' t u go ro und . It ap jJ&e.TS 

th~t speciEll permission w1:.s given to carry on the Torah reElding in the 

fulish a nd other pl uces ou~sici e t he formal syn;.:.gogue, to give certain 

i.ieopl e El chi>.nc e to get an 'iliyah' 2) Speci~l groups were formed 

des i gnated ''aseociatLrns of t h e seven c .J.led ·• 3) for t n e e.r.prese purpose 

... f gett ing 'Aliyoth f re,.;uently . 

J.ssocati .ns of th~s nc..ture a.nd sucil pr actise a s le;:;..vin,_, 1.tlc s ynagogue 

:or '.i'o r u: re::.a ing ~d -i li 1.. incree..s e od l.'inya.hi · wer _ necceseit~ted by t h e 

f _ct t .:c .. t 1:..lt}.y :ne1~ boug!.t u.~ dl t he ... liyot il . 

c:.liyGth 't vget!.er .1i t n pri v · 1ege ;:, f -.; king t h e Tori.:.!1 out of t h C; t.rk, r ai E i!i~ 

i ;; i:.L ft - tie.gb-'!::..i1 - ru1 r oL in.; it t ogethe - Geli l ah - wer e c s lled, were 

sol~ to t te gighest bidders. In t he Cr~ co\7 Finkc.s 4) we &et a list of 

t r1e sums collt:iteu fro:u t h e v~ ri ous synagogues f or t he mits,·rnth . Frei r.i. 

collected, ;;, few y e ::..rs l ::: t e r t . • e mits110t.l. rose in price at1c! th ey so l ei ;'or 

aooo florins . Let t h e r er;.der beur i n mint. ttl:':.t e. decent income amounted 

to <...bout 300 florins per annur.i. Ten times t his amou -:t then was paid for 

tLe ::it zwotn . 

Cert~in ~liyoth co~lri not, j , weverrn ~e sold, belonging a s an inulien-

t..bl c;, righ" t o others. l'he tl1frd 1.1.iy1:.h - 1 I · {i- bElon~?a to t he Rab. 5) 

' 1 ~Zolkiew finkLs l.c . p i 09 where it s ay s :h -~he who is not ~ t t.. Y. paye~_shoulci 
. fo 1.0 t l1 e D; t :1 Hl:4!l!idl"!::l.Sh vlien: }1 ~_,i;iustibv e~ c .p ed.,Ui-1 tobt.r. ~ t0£rl'. gr· ps . 

c. ) Zol Kie.1 Pii . .r-. :. s l.c . p II.:. lN ia. _so i.i sscn um u in •• 
1 / tfc / ) ~ 1 e~ ~ -,('?/. ' p 61 Seve:n bE.Ct.ll& Et hi s is th s me:..llest 

number th':.~ er~ ~e, cW.led t o the Tort:.h on S1..o.turd~ ys . 4'_) l1J /';,/(..., .f!. C!. f·I/{ 
~) Yever1 ! .et zulan .uE:Illbeq; lo5I e r 

t' ~ ,pt _) (,-:;. r ? •/, /" ;11 0 ·,-i? I f l ( · I / 
,, 



I'h c riurche..ser of wi .li1W1 r . . J 'i. ·9aive . i!; right .1!.en t here ·ae.s a briciegroo~ 

in t ri e syn.-.gog:.ie . The nearest ::r.er.-.bers di f t.11 e t::room 'a f~l:,r el so h~d _... rior 

right to . .liyothI). 'l'h ese were knc.mhs /' ' ? ') - t11E.1.. isto s.~J , :'laving 

prior right . . . pa.hr zeit on .1ho :tas k c.e ,;i ing the •. nniversc,.ry of the deat h of 

1:... r.e ... r rel::..t i ve - wae !.al~o a ? /1,"i on his anniver :e.ry d~ y . To t h e R1::.b 

I 

_lsc oelonged an Aliyah on t h e first d~y of 1.ae tree ,=;st iv- l s • 

. : e r e ;,_li:o tt.e fot ;ier of a newly borr a..~d c:. 3e::..r hlitzwah . 

• 
lm "!;iruchat h Tonh - t !1e nont.h a , .y of Tabernacles ·.vere net al 

; 11 considered . Every al iyah h:..d to be bou&ht ;_nd t ll ene 11fle r e ::.s ~ny s 

t;u:;nty f ive . 2) fropri etcrs of aLyc.th .rnul d fre .;uently give t h em aw>::.y to sorr.e 

o::.e they d es ix·eu. t o ho .. or. r. e::1.ds of cademies ;:oul c. t h en be t he benefi ci~ri1:::s. 

3) Seven is t h e ligitimate nul!lb . r of t he Ali)•Oth However t he Pink~s of 

Z.olkiew e;;tendea i1. t o el1::ven 4 ~nd. when t her e ·11a.s . a groom i n t he synt.gogue, 

:;.·1enty. 5) Th e f uct thal. t h e n umber of Aliyoth 'il~S inc r ec.i.sed to the 

extent sugnifed only confirms ;;:.g·.in the h ct t l1b..t i;hey wert.: c eer.ieci great 

priz&e , although t h e reaoing o f t he ? orahit self was aot foliowed by many,a.s 

we have already indic ted 6.bove . From the d;; ct t h r..t t h e Rab received t h e 

tbt~:·aliyah - ( e ,/ f/ - it would appe r th <.t this was deemeu tr.e most importent 

o f tile aliyoth . Yet from t he fact t h c..t t h e sixth - • e, , v - could not be 

I)Piuka~ Zol kit:1\ l.c. fl oz. In fact E..11 t he 1·itzwut h b clong~d to t.he gr oom 
tc bi dlsposed of h~ ~ccorandi:.r.ce .1 it f, h~s ple._sure ! except the sixt n ul iyah 

3
y Yebent~~tlni~- l.c.\; t1fi1. - and Gelilah. G) fQ~4 - I09 . 

I) lb p 108 . If ther e i s x &ues t i1.1 1.ne sy::i..o., ogue .tho l s :l repres entative 

of his Ka}ial - {;(r,) :;:"'l\ e.o one or two aliyoth rn1;.y be "'-uded not mor e . 

:.) lb l.l 83. 

/, -<:) <;> _J j0t 
rl !e,, t<J ( 



, 
apFr opr ic:.t ... d by e-;en t h e reo£t im!-ortuit - P d > J ) t h s pr obe.bly cc.me to 

b e consider ed t he most precicus . . .nyo,_i.. :1i10 purchaseci. - itl°'.U it ior 

good , and ne coi;la not be depri vec. o~ it. _) . Th e s u.w ·;roulc be t r ue 

of the l t..st e.liyah -1/ 7_, ·( ... i.:.!'1d Gr:lileJi , which like..r1ise belonged not 

'Lo t he groom but to the purchasers . 

In t h e pra11~ere ie the~ ~ bles s ing, r ecited on behalf o f t he 

O"" c ll ed u;: , i n .:h i ch ce r t £:..in i ndividuals c:.r e me~tio~ed e.s beneficil::.ri:es 

th ereof. T!te groom f or i nstanc e .. ould inc l uae -r. i. e nt.!"'.c o f his bricie e.mong 

others; t .. e ft-.t h.r of his .vife c.nd ne- bor n . Scme .1oul ci inclu1.. " i..:i e 

r.ene s of varic us 
..,c... 

p erh~ps i.o c;rry 

mei::!bers of t!le congreg ... tivn . espec i Llly t h e Parni:.ssim, 

:'h e Pir,kti.s of Zoli!ie11 3) f rowns upon 

t !:e pra c t ise of r.1 entionin0 t h e na:nes of U. e parne.ssi • ~'ore t h ...n t.¥0 

" "" e r, r 
guest -:ay h e:..ve the ' - wer e not permitted. ·ol essin[ S - ,, 

n ai:;es o! all t!1e leaders of the community mentionec. . native,, ho :;ever, ~y 

r.ient Lr: noe except i.h e nt:.:lles of t i . .:: mo ni.1, ..,,) .1 li e11 t h e 

ga s pronounced it was t t>e custc:n t Len , a.~ i !! l!!!:!.ny orthoc.ox congregations 

110 ·.-: , t o make offering fer t h e benefit of t h e syna gcgue or Kahal 5' 

It 71as only in t 11 e formal Beth Hu :neset!; t hat the mitzwoth wer e sold every 

Sa.tt.rd <::.y to t h e h i gh est bidders . I n t h.,; ot}:er pl&ces of worsh ip they were: 

) 
r t. ? ·,;, 

I Most import 1:o.nt bece:...use uher ei...s ev r:: r y ~ coulo COIIlr.'!Wl<i oulyon e-
:r.itz,1e.n , t !ie groom h ;..u t n eo a l l . .G ) Pi11l. - s Zol k i e.vl./. p 83 
3) 1.c • .., . I OS 4 I t: io9 ;-nd it fo.dds . JI~ <? (-;, ~ ~_.(, J p 1/,1'ty( 

J r t /tr ft-' . -A 7 ? '( n ';> ' J, /( /o : P ~ l "! 1 Ir I j.J 1 ° ~ ~ /'I ? / / r (' 
T .e strict wo r ning :Joul e i nd i c;,_t e t :: _t t he pr;:._ctise .:i:.s c omocn o f ir,cludinE 
-~;..i:y ci::?.mes J-ro ·o_bly cf t !.e pu- ~ nssir::. :::~c J, mo. t h u differeut pe.r r: · ss :11.iS 

j JI cr.;. r e,o o f a ff i:.:. r .'> > Ee ;/E S }:11::. >.m ;;.S t " e . e o/ ,-; . c .J? 'd 
5' I b l I ~ ! j uaf e .:t 11c..s f e r t .. e t>sr.c i i t o f t !; C; Kt.ittl . s i nce it .;~s i ncumb ent 
c:ir. t £. s K&.m .. l :1ea.cs t o ... v s i; •• e ;non y s ".ior.:: . .'i=u, collt::cteci; 



Li - 11 probability distribut et.. gr a"& is . I) Hence ?e r h(.. __ s anot J?l' ree.s on for the i r 

po;ul &.rity. 

j..idr;ed bj• present d . y stanco.r ds t her e N;....s not ::!uci. d,o cor .rn: , e~en in tl e 

!:. t .. e ::"'11li d r <.cs 1. ! ,;he r e 1 .. ~! il on e g r cuy .1i:.s -.ior-

not 1. -. er c1;rt · inly coul d h ve beer. nu decor u : • 

. . r e occasionec. eeri ... us dis.,:irv ... nce . -. Abrd1ai;:i 5:..bbe.t e..i - l evi :Jorowi t z 

.. :.1. :: one _y,ot1.e r c oncerning rr.1:.tt er s 1.>f ;t:.l Lc . <- . .1.e: l s .~ viol f:r,t a i:d ang r y 

7hier c ries rer ch :.tp -r; ., }oa . This :.e 1;.. Ein 

::o\. cinl.• bec .... ..;s~ t . . r:y stupif~· t i.emselv es but t.lso bec!;.us e t !.ey dist urb 1.I1 e 

:rost,i_J:-·er i n t . :e s-'m .. gogue s.<. h !:> ct evotion . ~' .e lt':..V"e 1:.lre:..dy r e ferrec 

'"' z;;,e t a~kin~ ... -... r:.ng .1 r ship o.nd 1: i':e l e ving of tr:~ synaEogue du ring ~or.ii 

.. ~tli : hq>!J c:.ed i n t !!e officisl s ; n: 5ugui: c.nd on t r. e S;;.bb~t: .• 

l!l i...acl itiun to k.e s e <! i s t urb' r.ces , t l.e r e .. ~s anotl: er· .1h ich must h.:.ve be-:ln 

$t :.11 worse - qua rr eling women . Th e Pinb. s of Z ... lki o:. .! conta i ns a 

E?sci:..l c.ll~sicn to it 3) · .10::.en r.iust not '.:p nrrel '_ r ae.ci s one of its 

? a r.G..!lot}:: "un d ii tl~ey di e! t h ey ue :·L to be f i?-.ed ' . Ir. ~onnectio:r, ;;i t h 

I ) Tt :. s ..__p ,.e~ rs fro·.: t h e fi:..~t t h i. r.o . t....x pi;.yers, -;.!:G poor, .. ere a s ked to go 
i. o t Lt. .aeth H- '!li drash for .r.liyoth Zolkie .. ?itlY.,_s l. c/ 109 . 
N) {uoteu by Gud er;.11:>J11l i n ~uellenschrift en Le . p . I 8~ a ' l. c . p 83 
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of dec or i.::n one •-:it· Et E.l zo mentioL ag in the stopping c f t he prayers -

due to a griewance th~t one me~ber of t he congreg~tion nursed agi..inst another , 

all'..ldeo to ab ove, which would lead to vi~lent :;iui:rrels between th~ indivicu,e.l 

litigan~s and their re6pective symµothiesers. R Ephraim So l omou vl eade with 

his contemµcer a ries to suppress tr.is custom, giv ing a s on e of his rea sons 

the f ~ct th~t gentiles usuall y come t u t he a yn~gogue to observe I) anri t ~ ey , 

Eeeing t !te rowdy~sm pr evailing th~re, mak e fun ana talk in disr espectful terms 

of t he Jewish pl~ce of \'/Orship. 

Thef sermon - dar Lshah - ~uet hawe been f i rst a featu~e of ~he pr ayer 

s etvice in t he s yn ngogues o f Pol e.nd. 1.. 'tekc.1.11~ ' w~s f ound necess;;..ry to 

be published i::.gainst preaching dur ing t he morning service on t h e Sabbath 2' 

It 'ilas moved on lat er to t he :_fternnon - rr>.incna - service wh en it was not quite 

~ ;iart of it . ~e C !;:.!1 se.fel y s _y t hat the 'Der~s.'lah ' never st opped being 

~ fe~t~re of syn~gogue life e 1en tho~gh elimin~ted from t h e service i f no t 

~lyays a mifo~ , e.j least , a minor one. L Zunz in his ''Gottesdiensliehen Vo 

Vortrage' " 3) quotes sev er al ·:triter s wno lived i:.roun4 t he !7th century and I8 

t n century 4) to t 11 e effect t h t t her e would b t: &eliv er ed onl y 1.Wo or t !1 -eee 

s ar mons a y ~ r, by the Rab of the community . This me.y have been true of 

Ge ?"me.ny during t hese c enturies . But there is every reason to believe th~t 

it was not true of Poland during t !le saile centuries . 

I) Geder~!:.lln <uellenschriften l . v. 2)Zolkiew Pinkas l.c. p II~, II9. 
Bec:...use it kept t .. e people toolJ.ong at t h services without food . Of course 
from this source alone we would h:...ve no right to sa,y t >1e drasha.h wa s a fe e.ture 
o f t he service . #) ( Berlin I~ 3 2' p 444. 4 , "' erson , tfdhc..i , 

C Anton Ibid . 
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The duscourses of the Ra.b which i1 e delivered t he first Sabbath after he 

r eceived tne appointment I1 end henceforth sever~l times a year on s pecial 
he 

occasions, 2) we shall not consider here. In some communities even ;rei;.caed 

unc~ ev ~ry month 3) But you corae :...ctoss ub every g &neration during our period 

net d all ;;.n inconsiuuravle number uho bore t :1e title of 'Darshui' or Yaggig', 4' 

i:.nd who N:;re knowm aGS Maggid od such and such e. city or synagogue 5) 

It is quit i a commonething t o find a fter e. man ' s ne.me on his gravestone the 

letters 
,,, 

l'/I 8 ) >;hi ch stands for •me.ggig:i ilesharim. · Aft e r some names 

find beside !"J 
/ t 

also 
{Jr/ 

.1e ~ ,. ....i , :ihich means that the indi vid uU. 'Mas al.so 

v. Jayan f court assess or ) . Often <le 
.-

find II e.lone . If the:-e were special 

' U ggidim ', it goes >1ithout s ayin5 t hat they must have pre !:..ched more thr.n t .. o 

or i;nree rimes ~ y ear, especially \:/hen t h ey received salaries 6) . Maiman 

c.i istinctly list::: o) t he pre~char a s one pf the ecclesir... stic 1:..l officfols of 

l: iE i o .n-, • In f1.:..ct, it 1;1.ppear~ t hat, duriiing our veriod, t>oland was just • 
infested ,;ith ·11anC1ering preachers . The Lithuanian Pinkes found it necessary 

to p ublish a 'Tekan<J.k ' ~g-ins~ ~aem ~ ) Mt...n y of the first Ht:.ssisic superiors 

.L 
'Jlaggidim' and 'Nere c;_lled ~(1:aggi~' as t he 'Mizritcher maggid' the 'Koznitzer' 

etc . Some of t11e prei:;.c!1ers of this period have become quit e famous , such as 

I) Zoldew Pinka e 1. c . p 119. l ' Th ey .tere the Sabbat hs during t h e Days 
of Penitenc e - -.., ? ;e , ,:> v - and toe S1:1.bb .t ii before Passover . Gottes ­
a i ensthlichen Vortr<1.[;e l .c . p 444. . ,., ~\ Vid Ha;oren Vol 4- 190~ p 164 . 
;· ) 3 e e ? ?c;tJ .,.., ' ' /' , ~.c1' P ~ • fJJ h,, o:, S ~~b~r t ~racowiu95 . etc 
o)For inst_nce 1{ JoshuG>. 11 _1k . Cl.l&d 17.JO itnown as "'~g~i d in his ~e . h H . .midr a sh 
(in Lemb erg ) . Bober 's . .nsch e Sc!iem' 1 .. 8~ . J:i. e ... bove d escri;,.tlon ·:1<..s found 
&n his g11avestone H .. V/..,,_s kno'lln both as Darshan ::..nd ~'.aggid . 
c ) See Nissenb aum's ,(. t{y I 1'?/ •1 1 /l _/tl11/f or Bober, or c..ny other 
!:iook of lives of f'olish1 Rabbis . 7 ) Mc.i mon's ;.utobioi;rc,)hJ l.c. lJ 98 . 
o \ Ibio anti p -: . o \ Pinki:..s Lit . 1.c . ;..rt i cle h4. 

• 



;{ "or~am :tappoport ki1own CJ.lso as Sbrsnzel t !.e ::::.:.:'tn or o f •i-t'.1an :-iacth r ... chi ' I) , 

.>!l o liv.;:;d a r our,u 16~-i ~ J osep:1 Den :· ;ir ~~ tl~ or o~ "Pe ri t'.E..~ga.dio '' i::.i ed 179G, 

~ C. :. im Krochmal o f C.n. cow bout I?:.>0 1 :l Di:..vid D::.rs!',1:.·n i' WJOR Koshe Dc..rsgan ' . 

ID n f a ct t aey we.e legion . ·l'i1 e O!.<tst t:..1d in5 on es ~rnre aut 11or a of books attich 

cont:..ineci 't~leir .t:1 r e&.nh~i ets o r t. ileir pr. ilosop!.y s L: ch as t he ' Kab iic:..ya cner • 

by Z . : . i\~iaono11er ,.,rounci 17" 0 or • ;; Spirs. , t~~'- &c; i ~ it. Cr:. co·.7, ui.1tor of 

1;,:..:5._lell A:nu ~.::.th • died 1533. ;.ll of : hi ch .:.er el, :,.10 .• s t h ....t t here oust hi:..ve 

been no l !:.ck of p r et:.c1:ers . Cf cours~ i n enuoer:..ting preachers of t he period 

.. e must not omit t r.e 6rt::- t es c, f t !.E. c:.L . ; :-. :!:,.ih r ii.'1 Solo!!icn fro?:l -.;-ho::! .le a lrea dy 

!: ... v _ ext ensively ~uoted . :;nao ubte:dly the sym..gugue - t ;i e 3eth H<:.kn eset h ot 

t'. .e .:> eth Hc;.:;i d r o.sh - !!lust v -. r y often h- ve ·a een t h e sc~ne of e. congcegatL. n 

L .stenin& to <...pr 1:acner, c..nd i n t1any communities this scnne must h _ vr;; been not 

:..t ....11 <=.n LlnCGr.1?llOr. Czle • 

. :0: h .... ve c..lr !::c.dy ;een :...oove i.: i " %U no 0 1.e ,1::.s e.llo .1ed i. o ,.. r . 1::.c n curing 

.. :. :. mcr,.i ng service O!'l t : '- Sr:..bba.t.1 3 

!1sr et o !'c re t '. en , t i: ... t is ·oef , r -;- t :lOut Iv7~ , t :;ar :=: ~•e~e s s r ::ions .i.;-liv ~reci 

... -.t t e morning servic ~ . It. .Y-~s el i!'!ina.t ed b e.c aus e of t :. _ inconvenience 

:~ oLserver con fir~s t~~~bove f~ct . ~' 

··~ t ells 11s ti :<.. t l.. ,e ?.E.bbi !" rei::.ch ew b e f or e :. .. ki!.f t !.e "o r d . o:..t 'J f t 1. _ ... rk. 

I' 9 oD ~ r · s n.llS - l·~ :,:.em ' l.c . ~ 7 . 1

• ' :1& •• rot ; ~ f~o~s 1;...~CJlo :.:y ! or orcac!tar s 
;:,ee nissi:.1b .... m' s i.;...·olir. } c • • 3 c- . :.:( L:ol ,;iG .. l-':. ... : .£ l. r, •. 119 -~ .- II .! . 
l'ne r it s uys t .:.:;.t t:.ey i nst:'..t .1 eo tti is innmv .... i. :. .... n .; f 1-osl.;:,oriil"'g 1.. = s ervice i.O 
1. :.c _ft "n no!'l s..axxica"J;Z i n i.r..it ti-Ii 0 f Ot!. r c omm1.mit ies . 
-.'. ' 3oo~nsc:.c:.tz Kirchlici.en :;eon .. i.:c .. e i. ' quoi..ec b:· :. : ... tu: in ~cttescienstlic!1 en 
·iortrt.g:::r1 Le • . J ~44. 
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•. f t e r ::.C<-U"t I · 7 ) e r so .- :: "'" J •; t i !' , iL r o l ::.:-.tl. <i : s cour see ,·1ere o.:livc;r e ci i !l 
t he · 

·• e i:.:>r:i i : .g . 

·.r .... r.J•• o ft ,,,n ••'-'" f .t" " d i·+ ~~. ~- -" a ·o i -.. ~· r r "" ' } · · f · ' b - - " • -- - - "' - :· .;. : " c r:~ r . :..i:.e t! .t ~ o r ·y someone .uio 

l l 1l-e! "t O !1i!., , t1.' .t ·-. .. e p ~ " '- C_;_ ,,. ,. '..·.• -t .. •· r - '- ea· e ·rc r "'abb· t l·i -;' ' "' °" '°' - •· ,;:; . _.. _ ,_ r • O -... 1. - .• v c. •• , .., , . 
i:.nd t :. ese ==.r e not i s ol ::.t ;d c .s es b"' i:..nJ roe;. :-.s . So~etimes e ven it happen ~c 

.• e kno .. OL :.;. ~ L~ o !)e-r1 Joseph o f Pinsk 7 

,. h o .1a.s l.. p r eac!.er '-t v;..ri u:..s a c ;..ci. er:1i es ... nd ·.;ho pre _ch ea on .veek - da.1 s too. 

- f Ye ek -d :.:.ys S :l'.lld ; s .... r.ci ./adnt::s ys .1e r e c . ;stom~r;,- dt...·S .· o r . p.r e<..c :ii ng , -.r.d i t s e$'ll~ 

"t i1r1t ir. s or.ie f l c..ci:s ev .r;. :::err.in~ s o::,c.cne .1oulci '" rea ch Ht:.l~c1. cl1 or .:. /:omil y 5) 

. ~ . .:. s ;·1- s not :.. COllll!lO! . p h er1C1 ? .. -:r,on it. Po l~nd . 

··.o re sou r ct:s cir1 f i r:ni ng it . But yet ·;;e ttn u .: t n t :{ Ch:..i m Kr och::iai1 c . l!790 

!':"e~ci1 ed on ev er; d c:..y b e fo r ,_ l!?oc.sh Ch od s: ~. G' 

S es i des e vf:.':"y Se.bb t . . , oi s cour s es .1ere de l ivered _l s o on t fi e t hree destiv,;,.ls 

l::.UCl c ert t;.inly 011 t 1. e Sol o=.:11. c r..ys 7) From "t e s er 1no~1s or sub jects r:iatter of 

;;he f17a /c _jJ(f;~ ty ~ Ephr '-. i m ~L e f c:..:;: ., .Js pr each e r i::.l so fo r Purim 

c...1d !L nuckE...1, t.nd t he Sef i nw . d1::.ys . Sinc e , t... s he s i:..ys i :i h i s pref i::.ce, he 

I ) The f a ct ti, ·. t in t h e books cont :::.ining .ser:10!'1.:; uf p r- et.Ch eri:- S.J ci1 a s t. ti e 
i\i:...l i Ye:.il <.. r by R Ephr a i m et c t i.ere i s a sermo ~1 fo r ee.c h ' Sidrah ' .ou l d p r ov e 
ih~t t !1 ey c. e l ivered ea.ch Sf:.bbL.t : . e. Ser:non . .; ' Zu n z l.c. :i44~ fo ot ncte . 
3) I n t h e ' H i...s ~. w!l!:l.!1 ( gi v en i:.b out I7 ')0 t o t !1e a u "t1ior o f t '.-:e book of er:l!O!tS 
' ' Z er a Ber t...c!: '' occurs t ii e phr ase /J, r:> ft~ J1 r C t ?/ ) · -:' ( r f tl \.. > l y> I 
Also ."l Zphrs.i m o f 6eca1eza i n his 1-'ref ace t.o t he 'Keli Yak<.. r a lluo ed t t h e f e.ct 
~r.:.. t h e p r ec..ch e c eve r y Sabbd 1i £..nd many ot!'. e r s t o t oo. 4 ' ::: unz Le . F <z.<r4 . not e 
5 See Ragore~ Vol ~ l. c . p I OT no" e I~ . 6 ' roic p Io 5 not e ~ I and ~ 
.::phr u..im in h i s 1''7 '1 , . ..41/{t 0 h . s s er:nons ~ :r eve r y d·.y . 
7 ) Buber's J.nsi1e 5ht:!'j p I O • Look t :;r ough tht. f' • 1 J lc _,J!(/ r1 by :1 ~phraim. 
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. t:ote it fo r pr e~ chers, he must h ve believed t !' t t h ey '.'/Oul d pr el:i.ch on all t hese 

OCC!i.SLns 011 which thej p r e<.:.ched nut SO r:iucfl to t he reuj!}eat larg e t::.S to those 

- ~ , I# " "- c e r emonies for ins te.nce, ;,.rtic i _o<:..t .;d in i:.:-1 o cc s i · n. ,.. ,. ri.· n:: suc·11 s .l eddings , 

ur ~~r:umcisi ns or funer als. I) 

T'.1ar .: Vll.1.S pr e ::..ct in;;: t 11 en and ·~· 1 y p r e- cl1e-s .,z, o " r '"h ' _ ... <-. J"" • • ·~1 · .. e e "· ey , '!'fi e ~e.b or 

.:o ., etn D.i.n 1:<.S !:e was usually oesi ,sn::.ted , t h e real chie f religiuu s official 

c:11ci head of t ::e Jewish Courti did not i t appea r s prea ch often. He vn·s too 

'oJ.sy .;it!! ot her duties . Th e 1.!aggid or De.rsi1an nd i:he Rab , •:1are t • o dif f er ent 

incivid:.1als .1ita d istinct offices . The title "Maggid 11.teshari '' we har dly ever 

finu :;.tta ci1ed 1.0 a ft e.o. Yet t rte Rao did preach occasi nall y it ap:-1ear• . He 

:... l .1;;.:; s pr ec.c h ec. ·;1;1en ~i r st ap _Jointed .:.) antl pr ob1...b ly t ui c e: s. year 1. ~1ere1=. fter 3) 

So;-.r: :labs did p rec.cfa more frequently 4) The ?L.b of lSres t ·.vho we.s a comtemparary 

of :l Yoo Tob Lip:u11.n Helle;· .-: IC48 . prea ch ed even eve ry Sa bbath it ap ,?e .rE. 5) 

?o r .;i.en ti1e ltt er v i sited him, he l et him t ak e h,.s pl::..c f: on t he pu1plit t hat 

:-t 3phraim of Leczyez11, himsel f a R b (o f l"re.gue) pree.d13:i eve ry 

So di tl others • But this we.s not a common ph enomenon. The o ffice 

.,f prei;.cher was , ho..vever, vsry often helo by one of t~i "' assis t ants to t h e Rab, 

.. b det !. Di n, c l led · ~orel1 Zede~ ' -

.... ctoss t.1e title ('/ I - / 

Very Of t .. m <J/e come 

6) o ft en ~ven t~ e Ro. eh Deth Din was 

ulso a preacher . 'f h is official w~s j1.1st one degree lo'ller t htltl t h e All ~eth 

I ) See /' 1 '--J/,; _j (j l't 
._ ) Zol~i t::.'i PinkCLs l.c. p II~ . 3) Zinz l .c . p.444 . & Hagoren Vol 4 p . I 04 . 
&) Coop f or ins t ance He:..roren Vol f:. Le . p !04 ~.n t e ! .G where the Rab pr each ed 
onc e ti mont n . 5) - Hagoren ltol 4 l . c . p I 04 not e I S. 6) 5-oe .hnsh e s:ie-n . l. c . 

Ly (( Rphrdm Amst erdam 1 '7 79 . 
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Din. And -;,e find :ne.ny such .vh o bore t i1e title of Darshan or Maggid :r' . 
i>e:'..eat?1 him , t he daye.nim , also acted o ften ::..E ' aarsna.'l im ' . But besides 

t hes e officials r.ho com'bined t :ie office o.f preacher with some Rabbinicu 

office, t here wer e very me.ny Hho held tae office of pre1:1.cher alone . These 

,,.:·s, ,1ith i:i few exce,..tions usually design,.ted ' h'-c.ggidim' .where::. s the others 

are more often c;;.lled "Darch1:1.nim •. lri:- ny of t hese 118r e engaged a,S ~/ :,.- t I r 
On m~ny gravestones .7e find officials. S M.i.~on alluded to such an official .:.) 

just t , e title "Maggid !.:eshr:..r iro" ar,d not hing else 3) .le also find just 

i i: e title ''Darsham " 4) R joshua F~lk (no t~e Serna) cl700, w~s regul a r 

p re~cher of t h Beth H&..r.Jidrash in Lemberg 5) . T Joseph author of 1-'eri ~e~ad irn 

;;s..s f'.rea.c i1 er of ZE:.I:Jocz end Lembeq ; 6 ' R LZekiel r'eivel .vas kno.vn as ~aggid 

oi ·1~b~ c 1770 • F .mous a s ~.;ur;gidi:n are Jc..cob Issa c of Kremnitz, c 1700 the 

.Jebner l!.i;.ggid - J acob Krt.nz - ccJ.lec by h'.endleso!Jn t h e .iewis h Aesop . But 

.:. t . t •:, f d . besaees i:. lJese !llli.ggidim .1ho r_c..t.i s et..u; ,;o= s t!1 e r -:o ·;;er'f> ,a :;s ts o .ti::..n er:.n6 

!'~ ::..chers. The 'i'eknah publ isheci against them by tr.e council of Lithuanian ,_ 

~1~s ;<lree.dy b een allude .. t o. .... lso ine council of t !1 e Four L~ds hc:.o to f r oi.m 

upon t hese wandering pr eac!1ers Vlnom it coiples ·.:ith beggw-s . 7 Tilese 

av1, i: e..r to h :...v e become -very abundant adt~r t r1e P.melnitski maeeacres of I6~c . 

":.' .. e Ti:k..:.na.h of t h e Lit h uon i a n Council ·:1as published i n lf.67 nir.eteen yea rs 

I) See "Kiryw1 I'ee;nwiah" b y S . J . Finn (\Tilnc. IS15) ,; !~6 U.luding t here 
to o:. r e.nous preo.cher i. !Loshe t'ers hW'l • h! ..ny such el sewhere in Finn or Buber 1. c • 
..; ) .htit bb iogr:;...phy l.c . µ g_, . 3)Se e ~hss enbt..t.<:.: ' s Lublin l.c. or Finn l.c. etc 
<;) l\issenb~um ' s Lublin l. c. p 39 5) . ....nsbe Shen. l.c. fl C. 5 . 6' Finnl. c . p 1. .... . 

7 ) Bat1oren Vo l 'r 1. c . ~ I O ... not e 34. 



.. f t er t !1 - begi nni n o! th i s hi.d eous p6r i .:id . ro 3tn even befor e t here appec;.r 

to : •. :.:1s b oen "' r.ot i.ncons i der : ble number o f \7aud ering preacher s . Th € Yeven 

:.:.;;tzul :V1 imples t eir ex i s"t eric : .:: .<;!': i t St.. .)' S t h e.i .:t;.?ider int; p r e&cheni ·.:rere 

:.- nd so:nely 1.red ed in r Ol l:_"ld . ~' Th es e are f.:.lluded t o by t h e Li t hu;_nian Pi n;.as 3 

1..s .. ochic:.:..m - Ne do not f ind t~i s "title us ually a~pli ed 

i;O ~ e:s id ent preach e-r s , ' T! e .. nc:.ms ind i a ct es an indi viduu.l p re1.1.ch ing ett i ctl 

ser·:~ _. s . I ns .-:. t ~ of t he ri <:.r% i t l:..Pt1 e~!"S fro :i 1.he Li T.!iu r..n;_in Pinb .s t h _t they 

.:~r <:0 looke·~ upon .1ith s us pi c i on as "- dis r e i•u1' ..:ble lot . ~h~y ~e~e not ~llowed 

:c ;,.ctl ress 1;.. congr eg:....t i on unl s s t i1ey 1.1erc l:..i.it h oris eci t~ do so by t h e Parnassim 

So str i ct -.ter e t . ey s.t ;;n{; t i !:le .1ith t h ei r prea chers t n~ t 

one Jr:..b ovit!: 1- is chi e f o f t he ' ' b.1,i. l di no~ su ff i ce. nll 5) t h e ~eads of t h e 

:;or.l!lluni ties t.05 eti1er with t t.e ci1 i i::f n. d • .. o gr a nt '!.ht per mit . .l a s !1tll s :1e -·.ul a t :: 

~ iJO !l 1. :~e reG.son : or -.:h is s ev er i ty bc=l ow. .i..;.:.t c;.r on <.:-. e i:.c.r m j l .,:J 11 Wf..S 

<1_. _ l.::. o f t en us eci f or r es i dent pre<..ci:i ers <:J ed pe f.E..:1 S it l os t SOlilC! o f i t s i n -

com,,... l irnenta r y i mport . .• e h, v t : e ·11ell -l:nl)w ~1 "!!ochi::.c11 ' of ?oloni a.i : R J ~c o~ 

t saac , tne ipo~eS j&l1 of the Besht . His prede c essor was known a.s J ehudah Leib 

l f • t . • • , • 
.. <..Jl<:,C!l o f Eolo!ioi. " 6) Not ~1 way s ·.:11::.s t h e preac!1er, r. owte-.•er . a wander ing 

uagg<:..r or even a .., c:.id o ff ic i::.l. 5o~e ~ reachers ~er e qui t e ~ell t o do . P. c~se 

L ~o int v1c..s rl ;.bre:J,am i~ e.p;ioprt Shr enzel .~reucher in Lemb er g , "ho evei; di s ,;ensed 

I' 
' . ~ii' ., ? 'd :) Pi nkas Lita 1.c . ar t . 596. us. es t:.e e s press.ion I It), .J J ~ l e ~ 

"-S if suc h e.. phenot.1enon :- a ci. nev er Jeen !)~fo r e . <-' 1.J.thougti t her 
r espectabl e ter r:; ;•oarshr..n .:. s used . 3) Pink!is Lita art 59 6. 
t;' R Zlia.ki m Get z e l , !i.i:-'.f'" •• !- entlJ a r e spect ed i ndi v i dual ~1ho a.f t e rW'ards 
Rosh .l.) eth Din - - of J a bor ow , descr i v ed as ' llochi a ch 1 in 
His s en bc.1..m' s Lt<blin l. c • .! · I OI . Bit t :i is i s ex cet pt i nJ . 
s) ? ink...:os Lit1o.. i:.rt 5% ..At(, 1 _t..J, ( ? ?tJ f f /ft ,., f...., fJr t 1, , 
.. otice t r.e 
l. c. !)IJ 106 

f Jc 

s s. 

I c 
fl r !J /-;"! r 6) Eor ociet ski ;· A'" i f\ I ..fi ( ,J;c fot ~ 

11 t t1 e ve r y 

b ee~ me 



Ft..ge .::4. 

cile.ri t y . ~e supporteci. di sciples anci dist r ibuted much wealth , accor ding to the 

ci e:scri:)ti ,,11 of t h e minutes of one of -r.be synt:.gogu e s in Lemberg. I) 

~lso a Gabbai of f&les tine Ch~rity . 

i.:w;y preachers t ha 1. ,,e know o f wer e also f li1!lOUs h~lo.chis-c s . Every A:ia.ggid 

t hf..t ·iic:..s a lso a - !J j /r' - e. Rosh a et h Din - 6.c c L ed c t.ses e:.nd ac-&ed aE gui de in 

d t ui;.list ic practises, &.11d was therefore a!I Ha.lachist . But soiae wer e a ctually 

f amous as hal :;.chists while being :-ir ea cr. ers ~t the s!i.Ine ti:ne. This is t r ue of 
~'4 ~ .ruo 

~entioneci n Abr!::..ha!:! Kappoport Shrenzel Ath e a uthor of ~ book of Repso~~ 1. i': e :..bove 

celled itha.n Ha.ezr!!.chi - _ '/f ' j /r'? j..A 11£ In t h e seme book a r e to be found 

hi s prechments, i:.nd t t1 ey · l:l r e not f ew, for numer ou:-· occasions, eapecially in 

memorian sermvns fo r indivi duals i2I1Sd communiti"ts massacred dur ing t h e 

Hmel nitski per iod. R Jose .;h b en lleis.r Tel:J!lim c I 7'l0 t !le author o f the "Per i 

1.J 1'.ee;adim" res e.nothe:- p r eacher - hala.ch:;.st who <..l s o published his ennons together 

.. ith r es p ons;;.. . R Meier o f Lu olin anot h er f LlllOUS halachist of t h e 17t h century 

,i1as e .; uall y famous 2..S a p r e1;..cher . 

Uther s there were who were not known a s halachist . R Ephraim Sol omon of 
Leczy z , '.Vho althoughllab o f "rague , was not an 11!;..lachist of note . This is true 

of all t h e pr eachers .vho .vere knovm mer el y as ''Maggig Mes her im". Thos is true 

h .ter o f many o f t he first founders of iiass idis T'.! Yho We !·e known as ma!gidirn 

c..s tlreaey mentioned above. .le h ave no r eco rd of an h!:tl a chist •.vho w s a 
;,__ I'£ C-_;;;:. 7 · 

.vander ing pr e a cher or mochiacb .J) R 1.:oses of PrJemyui;. corapl a ins in his •lfateh 

I) Bober's Ansche Scbem l. c . p IG. j )Hagor en VOl 4 l . c . p 1~6 note 25 

!l) ~ f' e / t.JIC -l, ~ ~ 

J 
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,. ~ she• t.h~t preachers are not scholars, merely kn 1wing e. little .. g~di...h . 

An amazing numb er of p r e ... chers we meet wi t h in Poland were Kabbalists . 

,-{ Si!llluel Edels t s..mous autnor of ''1$.aharsha" compl a i ns of t'his I). Famous pr ea cher 

lfalibdist s were Nathan Spi ,·a o f Cr1;..cow c ied 1633 . who wr ote a Kebbalist ic ·.1ork 

''i.:egaleh Amukoth '' , Joseph Dubno t: 1700 t.uthor of Jesocl . Joseph, i~eir ben Isaac 

o f T!irno pol c 1700 aut hor of 'Moor Kc.ton'' E..nci other s ~) L ny of the•e 

ii.e.bb<-.l ist -pr ea,cher s ·11ere c&.lled jus t ''darshan" as R Samuel Di:.rsban ot Lublin 

c 1650 3 ) Th e Massidic Maggidi m were of course Kabba.li sts and no~ Hi::.l achists. 

That t here WliS t his inclindivn to\11/'ai'ds t he '\.ab hal c.h a!Jlong pr el!.chers in 
n 

.;;enerEi-1 i s een fror.i what ~mon 4) h: s t o s1;.y about t he preacher o f his town . 

t:a.imou found h im alone engaged in t~ e K::bbalh and from hi m he begc.n to l ea r n 

i ts doctrine . 

The ..:ieth ·"wnidraah .vould ·oe mor e often scenes of a discourse t han the 

more offic i l rieth fiakneset h . About R J oshuah F-1~, R J vseph 3en Eeier 

Teumim <l r et..oy m::ntiot.ed and mony others it i s r c;;marked th• t t hey pre" ched i b 

t he o!' t heir Deth a :.midr Sceh 4) The pr eache r s wh o were appointed t o ,-reach t u 

1; ne yo uths of t h e academy 6) preached t her o f course . Since sermons were 

~ ~ l iver eu on various i m ort t.nt moments of life s~ch as marri~ge , de~th, birth , 

i;he aer e deliverea outside t he synagogu e in t h e priv ~ e homes of the proto -

uor.ists . The Lithuanian Pinkas 71 i m.t- li&s t h:. ~ w. ndering pr eachers pr e ached 

1) Zunz Gottesdiensrliche Vortrage 1.c. p 446 . G) Comp Gescgichte 
der j uden in Pul~n und Ri esland by Dr j l.1eis"i Vo l ... ( Berlin 1942) P I SI 
~ ) Nissenba um's Lublin Le • .t> 8,. #) J.u-i ooigraphy l.c. P 98. 
5) Anshe Shen 1. c . p 85 p J I. 6) Zinz Gottesdienstliche Vort r .:.ge 1. c. p444 

' 1. c • art 59 6 
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~lso o t side 1.h e s ynagoge. The '.7ords us ad ar c '' other pL ... ces '' . Are we to 

understwid by this pri'iat e homes or perhaps t he st r eet . •fo know thc..t i!~ lta).y 

i¥ 
people ~ould sometimes g· t her i n t he street to l i sten to i:r.. prec..cher I) lfould 

t.1e s a:'le th.:.ng happen in fola nd t ./e k~ve another sourc& for t he ! act thi:..t 

an unroofed s pot v1oula sometimes be t h e scene of a cro\'1d listening to a preacher . 

An al.!thor of t h e sevent enth cent ur y writ.es a s fol l ows; '' This deruhah'' 
~v~~ .. ~ 

my s on pree:..ched in the wouttyard - Ha~ - of Koso .;e... " 2) ~ preaching went 

o ~ in t he open air. On the title pi:ge of t he ''Keli Yakat" published in 

" Ams t erdam 1767 t her-.: is e. picture of &. :?reacher , apparent ly, har aguing an 

auuience outsi de t he syn~gogu~ . 

.11len t h e pr6a.cber s poke on a s pecial 

s ermon woul o natuaally be t he occa.i0n . 

occasion , the s~bject ma.~'t er cj ?is 
~#'~A~ 

n e t alked abo~t1sig6ificnace o! a 

depart ed individual. wemoriu..l sermons wer e very oft en deliver~~ either in ~he 
c I 

ho!lle of -r.he r ela-r. i wes, since t he synagogue could not be us ed ~·or Hespedim, o• 

in t he synagogue if t h e depart ed one was a s uffici ently great schol :..r 3) 

_'!1e c e9"ry w~s tlso e.sl , of cour se , i..h , pl c....c e of funoal sermons 4). R 

Abrahma Rappopor1J a lready all~ded t~ s poke oft en on t he cemetry 5) But he 

"Zt han m!::.de quit e a s pec .'..al ity of emmori: l sermons , wh ich he publiahed~ i:n his 
voluntary pr ~~cher 

:ie..12.r a chi" . This"bew~ iled - mas~i d ' - every gr eat man of hi s t ime . He 

deliv er ed a numbc-:- o f s ermons on t he occ- si n of t h e distruction of t h e ve.tious 

Ukrainie.n cities at t he h~nds of t he Cossacks , in 1648 • One of his seroons 

l) I ) Ha.goren Vul l.c . PIO~ not e -' • 
in t he p:;.9t ca..l l ed ~ j' ·>? 7:1 f' • .G03. 
4) .c.ns he Sh e111 1. c. p I '.'I . s' Ibid 

..:) Jetst ein ' s _J,lu/,~ 7' 
:;' urc..ch Chayim t sr 

6 

l.c ­
I 
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m: .. s delivered on a.."lother~ournful occasion I)/ ·nhen the jesuits of Lemberg 

!l.j.lfJropria teli a ne aly built synagogue for '-h ir us e . ./hen it was r et urned to 

1. h e J e .i'S , he aeli7er~a <.!. joyfw(sermon • 

.t. text from tti e portion of t he ... eek - Sidrab - :1oulci be t !ie t o_, i c or at least 

t:1a s1;arting point of most sermons in t he synt::.gog'..le . !lost books of sermons 

published a~ that -cime hz...ve s ermo ns for every p~rashah . Yet R l!:hr;;.i m SoloVton 

cv:n,. l a ins t he.t t h C; pre cliers od ·~is time ·aoul ·:i not use a Biblic-1 verse but 

?"~t11er .::. text or t ext s from t h Bidra s h 2) On t h e l''esti1fals the subject 

;n .. "t ! e r .10·..1 l ti be thes~ i··estbralsm natura lly or it v1ould be repent~nce on the 
e l'rll 

"Sol~1 D".ys". R Ephr «im , .. e find used to r'reach ma...ke t ho; vices such as 

c<:.J.·..1:mny , enmity. pride ocl ti1e riclJ and l earned and si.;ch like abuses hii 

subjects m~t•er, by .1hich he claiimed he g~.ined the enmity of many important 

.:.ndi viduals 3) 

The :.1.suu.l ser mon seea s to 01::.v e Deen i:i. le<..rned discourse or e:. s t4bl le 

tl isc·.issiun . They \10ulo discover contri::.dictions in the l.'idr ash or 'r l mud , ,.,.hie~ 

i::ey .• cul :. most ingenLus ly r econcile. ~·hes e ~ re t he words of :1. Ephr a im ' E 

charge 4) " The cuin.o::-. sh o •h b6 e st &.bl ishe.~ tb._ "t to p r e t ch on a 5i:.bbath on the 

subj ect of mora lity and the injunctions of t h e Torah n ot to engage in hair 

.a. ~ tl L' . d 1.. • • h i· £ o ~ no concern to th .. e people" . splitting diaca••••BI o.. 1e . i r asu \7n ic - 11 

I)I) Ibid ~) Gude»ma.nn #uellenschr ift 1 . c. P 86 . 
~) z AA 7 • · · 4) Gud erm~nn ' s duellenschriften l.c . 86 - unz l.c. p -r-r no~e i , 
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Jersonan observer of the seventeenth century tells us t~et the pr eacher wo uld 

not del iver 4ll edifying s ermon but \'IOuld merel y expl ain d1:1r k pe:..ssages in t h e 

TW.mud I) Ae ~o many of ·t he prea chers were halachist s, they used tbe method 

of ni:.l ;;lciia also in pre<>.ching . The 11.ab when he p reached , pr obably , uelivered 

' , 
a ' pi l ? ul '. In ~he olden times the t erm~ d&r ash actually neant to deduc e a , 
1 . .1 fro~ a verse. Th~t ' da.rah~im in Poleilld were not merel y h~l~chis~s i s 

obvi..:·..:s fro1:i t il e books many of them ,>~iished .:h ich contb.i n e<i no l E:.\I . But 

tbe :::iatnod ~as pilpulistic, eve1: .1!,en they pre><.c:ied on teY.ts of t l: e p~r shs. 

or on .:i .... t t i:rs of life. Even R nphr ... i m h imself .;ho pr ei.ci'l ea for edificb.tion 

u s ~d t. li e meti:10d o f pilpul. .1!1en h ': ·.vax1ts to tel us ~) 1. h . t ms.n iB powere 

s houl d consider hioself e. servant o f those ·.rho elect ed h i m r · t h er th -.n the 

lord, h e works it our b y t te method of pilpul. 6i3 t hought is bea utiful wh en 

ri e s ay s t :,c..:. if t his le; oe.r c:..rry t !.e b ur don o : h:..s cor~.-~unity !le is t o b e . , 
rev er eo , but it -i.hey ca ry h i :n i..:. is a "c..s ha - ev il men • But this he deduces 

in t h e ::iost devious f <o.sh i on from v .... ri • 1.\ S conflicting st;,.te~ents i!'1 t n e T~!!!ud 

11h ich ~r .:: f i n:...l l y r e conci l ed 'oy ·. h.;; d ivis ion of t h e conc apt 'office ' into t .. o 

1 h~s is Chilluk - divisi (;n or analysis - or pil r ul . Still R Kphr~im•s 

f r -;,t;..Ch ments were of ethic::..l imp ;rt·. 

com1Jl aints and other sources , with 

'l'h.:. s was not the c i::.se , <lo: j uc ge from hii 

~est other pre. che, s . ./hen ii J .) s eph ben 

J,;eier Teurcim 3) visited Li..blin and ..,r e;;.cii eci t h e ct.. onG Sai:At- tll , he 'W' a.S int errupt ed 

I) z~nz l.c. p ~~4 no~e b . 
part 1ll o.rt ic l e on "'rdi11a1;ion. .... 

~ -;"):> l/fv 

... ) en . 10th Ephr a i m ( Amsterd ~ ci 1779 ) 
3)nnshe Shem l . c . p ':7 . 



P _.ge 5£ I 

uy ir .... i vi ui..; . . l s >lf , CI ;' o und his r 1::e.soning ~ fallac :i:ou.s , 1-J.ltho 1..1:;:l1 he }iL tl 

esp6cially ~skeu them not i;o . 'rh e f act ~h. t :ie .h..,.C:. to tni:.k e a 

request of 1.h i s ni:.tur e points to i;!1e frequency of .such occur;;:.nces 

~nd tc i; hs f act t h· t the discourses were such ~s lent t aemselves 

to interru~tions of thi s n~t u re~ Ti1ey wer;; the..1. is to s :....y pieces 

o f r easoning . They rtceived e.. ce rt o.in aefin~.te !'o r n which W&.S 

1:.l most ;;.11iver s 1;..lly follov1 ed. 'i'li e following little s eroon I) is 

tn·ic:....1 uf t he ,.,hole cl ass w1d gives one a ver y good idea of what 

Polish J ews enj oyed if they uid . For E:. text b. midr ash is used -

a l enet i'1y citat i ·.:i r. in vhich difficuhies an i mpl icit. Then 

comes the pro'Jleru. ( '1'11.,,y h::..d the most re~ki:..ble fa culty of 

discOV tiring problems. Finally comes the solution , i n wh ich t ile 

IzJ tlie :.:i drash ;;e h t.ve tli e f ollowing : the pupils of 

•-<abbi Cl.Sk ell h i m: ,/}; ;:.t ve rse sup!Jorts t ti e s ent enc e in t i:= ;.:idrasb 

~.t thirteen y e :..rs t }: boy becomes '"'ar t.:h zwajl ·: "e answered: the 

v erse~ , "fot,rt y stripes sn~ll ye t i ve r,o mo r e '' supports ii. . How 

ti1en, ;,;.i;k e1.. the ~iscii'l es, could you c h ne;e an inj unctic.11 of the 

To r ah'? The t ea.cher Ltf16\1er ec : '.::'r:e 11or a s of 1:1. sage e.r e wei ghtier 
thw11 th6 words of t ~ & Torah - ( f _ v ery dar l: text . ) 

'!'he problem is I. Dit. not t he pupils of Rabbi know , ~nd 

co uld he not cli r ect ther!l t o t.i1e incident of Simeol! :.;.n~ Le_"{:l ,;he1· fl 

it s t..ys ••.:;;ac@ took Li~ sword" , <l.lthougr1 Levi was only thirteen 

I)'l';..ken from !\:J.tteilungen zur J uc ischen VolY..skun ... e 16 J ' H 
.l ien I9I:., p t:.7 Delivered 1.iy &. ~t..r A'itz.n: ... il . 
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.iher e is -.. :. e t-. tncs : of :labbi ' s w.s.1er to 

-;. i: e firs t '-ii..esti '-11 of -che pi.:.pils ~ 3 .[h.._t connecti~ r. is there bet ·.1een 

t h e first £.r:ci second questiun ~ Three pr oblems . No .; comes tl.e 

solution. T!1e word e: of the text : t..t t h irt een ye1::.rs is to be t aken 

-to mea.n qn t h e dc.y in whici1 h e turn: .. . _.·~ e!: . 

To 1.1 .:..s .l...,bb .;. ' ; re.~ly i s ,. rv ~er- s yin ... . .. .. . ihen 

.10., i..~ ce op~os -c "" ~ 11 e iha.w -...• . .,.!. on 1.1ic o;;,..y o:-• . .r1ic;: .~e i t thirte en 

he :. :o J; r "'it::..18 .. 

- r .: :11o r t: t c be co s .!der ed t ~·. ;;.n ~h e To r ·h 1.>.nci. so it 6 0 5 S 011 !:!...YIC er, -

to r i :. c v 1::.in rJ ilz;ul ;.~d f l se int e rpre~1::.ti .ns oi i:1retcL: :-s :. ;.ey .. e r e 

~~i~ e sharp)y cri~is~a a~ the ~ime. I . Some nal :;..ch isi. s.1.:i..1 l c. discover 

.:.ccor:iing; to .1hi ch confl i cting O!Ji:-,ion of t. lae T l mudic s ai;es cc!!c er ning 

cerl<.in :uai:.t e r s of :-itu!:..l or civ i l l e..; , H1::.ra:.~1 .. cte.__ ur ,.;'l;..s :i;:: r u s or 

So:Lo:: .:oulci e.:..fL ... in 1;. puzzling v =r se i n .• SC ·:11::.ys or 3-=5 7/f:..YS 

t .• e l :...tt~r 11i.;.mber "u eing t h e S\.ll!l of i.r. c. 11umbers corr 1;s1 ,011ding to the 

letters in Poses 3~ . Or t :.ey v1ould dis tort :... se:nt enc e e:r.ple.inin,;; 

for ir·i:- t:...nce t l1c: verse. · · ~-:e plt...ceci his hc..ncis on the ile~d of the burnt 

o ff t:ring·· 'to s e w-. on ,.:w,l •..: l • • 
Bocks d -- f t:r.<iing t .,c ;-r..:i.:.cr.er <'.L<i his 

, _, :.· . : . _) rl;.:.goren l.c . p I08 . 2) I b i d 

~ ' ::::oid :- :'.)6 c..n1.i"'I ! iss .:r1b~u ,' s Lublin 1.c. v 29 . :{ iJavia Ds.rshl!:;.rl c J:;20 
con:!1o s1: ::. i:..L t... •• o lo ~ q , :l.c ;·c r p r e:...chi ni:: .:.~ t i s ' !: ..... s .. il - ..:,r,_•;.:.c .. ' 



~-· e· re t!n •. t :u.:.r.:,; delive: r e~ oiscour sE:s -of &. K!::.bbE..1 istic n,,.ture . Ti11:.y ,.,oul o 

i!:t• r p r c.t t.. v erse: ur -'L.lm.ic::.c st ~ Cl .:.t '~--b :>i: :.:st :.c c.lly, c~ t:.ct us.lly pr&<..cb 

on the Zohur . This kind cf rre i::..ching L.lreo ... y, t . . .,,- b ci;im1i?1t: od the 17th 

c :-r."t :..r~r, t-.roi..;seci tr. .. ...nt1..1.gortism of ~- Sw::u.:.l .!:obls thb f..reous c or..'!!E:r.ti..tor 

o: i. .• e Ti;.1;::1.4.) s . .: s 1.<. :;: ' 

Spir ... of Cn.c ow die-: : " :.:: • ... ..:ntion.,..:. <-.bO"I \.. ii.trvc!uced tl1e pilpul metno•J 

-· :. ic x..:.bb1::..li si.!c ~E:ri or ... . - ' 

,,. .. . . . 
_,L 4 !.. UC..J::.;.;_::: - n vc.lh .. E: . -~ci . ,..r s ,c:.~r irieci to :.is cove?r 

sor.:.:tr. ir.; n r; .. in tr.r; '.7C.y of int.erpr et ~ ti r: or ui&tc,r i.iwr. , .. f. 1:n, ho .. ever, 

c : nt ~ry, ... .,ill : .... V~ <.o CO!'sC~~Ct: "thc...t t 1rny oi<i r.o t h·ve c s tbeii f'urpose 
conbr egc-ti ... 1.. .:e kno .. tt. :n a:: 

Cnaddusliim , but r ti:(;r :.11 " stirri nc of t h e :.:...:thore~ of c. terr or lii.1.r;:..ture. 
~ t he innumer~ble uemo~s tn~t 

. :.e; d e:l:~hed in u -:scribint ti1e firH of t he ~o .. e r r egi uo:: 'hat a r:ioments ' 

r:c.iic~ "ill pounce U!..iOn c...riy ::inner . 3) !.'.eir tem Is.._ c o f T.....r1·10f>Cl, 

:...l.t!10r o f !'to.or i<1:..tu. W1d ~:~µt1..oli nerz of Finsk 1..wti.or o !" ;:etc!. iic.y::.stc...r -= 

Tliey r r c~ched to edif~• , t e:.::il1[ fro~ tr.~ KE..bbal:;.h their :r:e.chiner y for punish-

from the very ne:..me tr.ey bore - ?.:ochichir:i - the ac..nc.e:ring preacher s 

!"t'j •J ./ c·::> ( _;, r, , 4 ,;, I P? ~ 

) ~ Dp/) {'1/ •;>.,..J fl 7-.. cJ 
I Zunz 1. c . p <r45 J:otc d . r r ' <"-' 

P , t_, " Io/ ,, 
""'' " ~ 1 '?hila elphia 

1.1:..:.. ~e.no .. r;r 
6 Corip:....re s Dubno.: ' t iii story o f ti".& J e·:1s !n Russi~ ::.nd Poland 
1?:6 ~ Vol I ;- 13~ . 3) As for inot nc s t l1e K£..b :· Jas!:0;.r by 
c I7:1Q . ~' Cor::p:...r !:; ~ 1:eris l GescAi cJ.t e l . c . Vol - Pp I~'=- :;;s . 
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l:'.. .~e .: iee appear t o h:..ve 11r e t..ched sermons ·.:h ose 1.ourpos e .1c. s not to exhibit 

't~.cir i ngenuity in o iscoveri nc; r:e .. intsr .i:ireb.ticns but t <.ther ir. '"t irring 
• 

· .. :.e peoplG by exh ortd i on I ) e..nd r ebuke . It is ~erhp~s ~ little ste.nge 

t h:...i j ust t hese ethice.l tJ r .:f;.cners .;ere !:Eld in disreput e , t h e r e!!.SOn given 
• 

beinE, the.t they s .i;eLk '' superfluous \'lords " ~ . nd t he Tekana.~ goes on to 

s :..y :1.r.ey do it fer t hei r o:m £l ory a.nd jlist 'to collect mor.ey 3' . They 

muet h<::.V£: been soemthin& l i J e our pres ent -day r evivi!.list ;.•re;;.cher s , stiking 

't u- r or :.nto }'~O :-l e b, their tilr e. ts o f dire p14nishmont in after li i'i:: . 

Yowa.r ds the _nd of c. . r veri ori ~round t he rr.iddle o f t h e I Bt ?1 centur y 

a r ose l'ret..chers .• ~osc f t.IC!.. ~-ve coa:e co>1n t o our dt:.ya) t..nd who !!.gL..in prea cned 
.• 

sermons of ethical i rr.}lo r t; cen like ll: Jacob "r!::.Xl z known ;..,5 t he Dlibner 

~~aggia .,..J,o !> e f <...ol es 1.1ei;t: tr::.asl~t~<.. int o YiUdi s .• vr :~ ~zekiel Feivel oi 

V il nc:.. .;) ,.1ho r eceh· e:;u the c:.ppl:..use o f th1; ~ery gr eat r.::m c f h i s tima such 

Jit.h ti1e rh. e of Ht.is sid i s ru a n ew f or m of pr eaching ~:o::.e . As alrea.dy 

s a i o mw·,1 ot 't he fo uml e .·s of th is mov t:r.ent we:e }i r G· cr.ers end Ke.bbalists. 

~hey liie~ise inciulg cd in jngenious interpr e'tations but, not for its s~e 

~lone . 
They h d n purpos e whic!:i suffused i.h eir pr et.Ch!'!ent r and mc.cie them 

very a :>pealing . I am rep~oduci.ng from ME...iomon ' s aitobl6graphy an exampl e 

pf thei r p reach ing 5 

"Sing u.nt.o God 1::. new song ; His p r a i s e is in the congreg:::.tion . ( Ps aln1 IS4I) 

( 
.,J • l<f 1 J, 1i :3 !fl ? , r ? fi> ,, I 

I) Finke.s Lita e..rt 596 uses the ";or ds r 
-)Ibi d / sic . ' 'f!_11.; r 1J/ l/1 1 14.J f,·r> 3) rlbid ,7 ,., ~ 1??<.0l~ ' /!: ?JI 

p a:R,~7 fQ p ·~ t' ! ..J-f ~ f;> :J __},J I L 
... ) 1"in1 ' s Kiry c.h .iem;..n0: 1. c . I-' G'T- . 5) 1. c • o I6I. 
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Our superiors explain this verGe in the f ol lo'l·ing •,1ay . Th e attribute c f Goo 

;...s 'the most perfect being must sur pa&.s qy f : r 'the attribute• of every fin1:1.te 

being; !:.l"'.d conse~ueatly :-!is pr a ise , Es : >, e expression o f Eis att r ibt.i.tes, 

c:.lst like.:ise E: ur pi;.se tr.<: pr i se c, f :....ny such b :;inl; · Till the present time 

w. •" pr Lise of God c ntistt;:.. in ascribini:; 't O hio su_.,e r !'J_ tural oper~ti ·,ns ' 

s~cl! i:.e t i:e d i s.covery I f wi.at .it conce . led, tr1e foreseing of T.ile h1tur e and 

i.ho production of eff ects immedi :.t cly by P. i 6 mer tJ will • iiow, )jo\?ever the 

s i::.ints, th.o..t is, the supe riors, r e b.ble t o perf.o rm ecuch supern~~ural e..ctions 

;. h e!'!IS ~l v es . Acc or dingly in t h :!..s r es ps ct God h1;.s no 101.ger pr eeminence over 

i.h er.i; 11n<i ·it is therefor e necess r y to find some ne .. pr~:se , .:hie! is pro :i-r 

t. c God e:.lone '' lier ~ t he ;t~rpose is obvi: us 1. o s8 ow 't !: :; gre~tness of the 

Tsaddik. . 

Th:...t t h e .,..r eucher .:c. s not h el d in th e hii:;l16st eateem is 1:vident f'rom 

t 1:-; f &.ft t h :_t he tt~s belo•.v the t1ab in importi:.:.t.ce • llimonc~lls the prec..cher 

o! h is t o·:m , t.he under - Ra bbi. I~ • l e h .:..v o i; lrea dy s eeri ia.bove :io.1 books • 

},i..d to be -xritten def t r.ding _!lrec..ch int; t.r; .inst att::.cks · on t he scor e of its 

n .in pilpt...liem. On the pc.rt of scholar• preuching We s despis6d bec ause it 

:Je e.ls o find l:lil obj ~ct i on because of the gestures 

t.nci. behE:..vicJur of pr eacher; .;hil E. pr eu.cldnt; . Tney s kip about Uld clap their 

b ... nds . ::. ) ·rh is ~1ould on t i1 <> cor.tn.ry sr.0\1 th t t ;r e~ .chers become emoticnt.l 

c.nd d id not alw1::.ya displ , y pilpul. 
But they were ooj t cted to on this score. 

ls.bout the ·nE.nder inli pr ee.chere .. 6 i;;.l rec..dy hc..ve l ei; rnt lin :1h t.ii. a isesteem 
• 

t hey were l:eic . · I ht\Ve only to 1::.dd t hd t he mir1ut&s of t il e Council cf t he 

I) l.c. f> 98 2) ~ngoren l . c . r 106 note ,5 ?' Ib P I~E Note 34. 

• 

... 



foar Lands or mountebUJks. I ) At best t hey wer s lookea upon as begg~rs . 

The fe..ct that th•• were pre•chei·s h ...., w .o llerc: hel6 in v ery gre~t esteem a s t-

::;en like R Ephr a im Soloman .:ould be does net contradict the f act that u 

a Yhole not the highest ve.lue was att ~ ch ed t o pr e~ching. 

The method used r:,e..y hav e h <:.d something to cio l'lith '..t . .l.t must hi:.ve 

been Ven• teciiOt:S to list&n T.C -r.he intrict..t e and St;.btle diSCU86iSsions Of 

unaarthJ;y probl ems "LO \.hich the most unea rthly solutions were discovered . ~ ) 

:-erh~.tJ S tl:ey ·.vould flock to listen to the waadering ethical pr eachers. 

But t~ey were a disre~utcble lot. It appee.rs iaagi:)tJ also th£± the sermons 

\1£ffe rath er l engthy . They h ~a t.o oe pos'T; !-Oneci "to the a fternnon 3) ·oecause 

of their mength 4). Yet some _r;,rea chers must r-,~ve been li5tened to with 

g r eat interest and joy. ~rods ilocked t.o hear R KJikxa.iJDY. Ezekiel Feivel. 

~11 enjoyed hiM e..nd pr~ised him. Such is t he comment. upon his preaching 

mad e by various cont.emporari es of r. is s' r.e deliver ed purely ' Ilussi:.r ' 

sermons, So aia R Jacob Kr c.nz and ge h• d a l t r ee follo~ing and mru;y oth ers. 

r.r. occa siLn ~oula , in all probability lend eff ectiveness to ~ sermon • 

.. 'ht:n R Abr ham Ra!1,,opott deliver ed a ' hea p.ea ' over "th e me..rtyre of Krotosh im 

or I<emii: r ov ) 6) t h.e i, ear ers rnu~t h· ve been deepl y mGved . Otherv1ise the 

enjoyment ""he her...r ers deriveo fron; a: c i i;course musi. he.ve been Clue t.o the 

s~ccess of followin~ its intricacies. 

l\i. t il"'-.rl " t.<... rianover, aut t. or of "t he Yeven =-:itsulah, s }>eaks in g lo.ving 

terJ!Js of t he st '"-t€ of l e rnir1~ i~ his time, thd is ar,,und 16~ . 'l'he follo .ving 

,, 
I ) He..gore!l . c . p !Oe Not e 3o using th6 .. Nords. P •/ ... ,,?,, .:.) R Ar yeh of 
Bi!:!lsk sp e~ks to ths s effect ;uot e1 by ;.,.go ren I. e . 1> I 05 . 3) ;:.olkie·;1 PinJ.:a 
l . c. p /If ~) Corq)urf: 1:.lso t he ~;ords of Leon cie l'.odena as t o length 
of sermon =! UOted in "'agoren l.c. i;:..&e 107 not e 31 . 5) : ·inn l.c. p G4G . 

6).hnshe !:)h em Le . pp 7 ss . 



is \'/hu.t he s i:..ys : '"1'/ier e is no proof needeu of the fact th<-t the r e never vras 

so much Torah any Jnete in Israel as in PolE.Dtl ~ Every community would support 

Acs.<iemies, t h e he cis of •nldch ..-ould receive high salar i es, so th1:1.t they ...... 

be ~n~bled to support ~ca.demi es 'ft'ithout worry , and t he..t the Tor~ might be 

their eJtclusive occupatLr. . 'I here was hardly a house in all the land with -

Oi..l'i: s chola rs . .. cofl1l'!'lunity of fifty indivi4uale could show twenty scholars 

·:1h c ·11ere calle::d ' morenu'. nga in the same a~thor rhapsodises: "No tnlin 

l efi; •~r.li.ax t h e House o f iforshi1, ·1Jitho),lt he;.r i ng .. ·ords of 'l'orc.:i: from the 

i;iouth o f some schokr O!' eqqing in •Hu.u lliahneh or Bible or Halachah . 

Fvr ther e li'as no synagogue without many groups od scholars who taight others 

in the synagogue immedit.tely 1:o ft ar pr ayer averting and morning . '' Undoubtedly 

tne Beth liamidre.sh hummed with t h e busy l ei_rners who were mo r e often than 

cct > not professional scholw-s but ordin~ry l~ym&n . Ber of Bolechow 2) 

tells us tha't a ft er he :ms a lrec:..dy marrieo , he ·' cievotea e.. fi>:ed time every 

d y to s tudying t he 'l' ::..l mud a.nci its cornmentE:Uies in the Peth Hamidrash. '' 

Sometimes even l earn ers - lomedim - would be paid to sit in t he syne.gogue 

i..nd l ee.rn. Some ticb patron mi5ht l e~ve i n his ~ill money for the pur pose 

of ·. e.inte.ining s t: ch 'lomodim' . 3) Leening must h o.ve been widespr es;.d if , 

towards ti•e end of t he 16 t h c e11'tury , 'fhe f a ct is att ested to that tr.e 

butchers od Crac ov.: were f t.rr.ous for their schoh.rship. t' 
Yet inspit is of all t his we h c..11e rl Solu?::on Luria c !580 complnini!Jg 

I) Outsi.!illding scholars were thilers called me;..ning, ou~ teacher 1 !:-tld these 
h ad the right of r enderi~g des isiuns. .., )t:emoi rs of ::ler of Bolichow edited 
by r Vishnitzer ~Oxford Press I~~4) P 8G • 3er lived arouhd 177~ 
3) Nissenb um•s Lublin l . c . P I OO r"· r'f;)~ ,, e,bl p,f,{ {; /_/,I 

~1?J1lf ';>r' /JJ1 ;," ?( (',' j',../,1'r-> I } ,1 (.,~ ('1•?/f('.,,Jl-,/l 

This 7till \Vij,S me.de out in !77~ . 4) it Israel Surazinc.. ie quoted to this effe~ 
i; Kutz / 'f/~ti'> ,/'JI/( l.c. P .:5 . 

v{)v, 
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bitt erly of the st t;te of lea11ilng i!l his time I) '''fh a orde.ined ", s i~y s he, e:_r e 

m~y , but s cholars few. J.nd as soon ~s he is or4aineri he gathers roun~ him 

y .. u·whs upon whore he expends vt:..St sumE of money, like the l ords who hi re rettine~ 

T!.Gre ar . uld men who ci:..n follow no discussion i n the Talmud and ~re only old 

in yee.ra , ~ho ordain pupils for reward. 7his det r acts s omeWh:!:.t from the 

praise indulged in by Yeven Metsulah . It does not , bowe~er, destroy the 
a s ~~ have already pointed~ 

fact that t h6 s ynagogues, with ~r.e excepticn or the official one,~ ·.vas not a 

place for leeJming , pr esented e.lmost alltlie time scenes me:.1'.ie alive b _. the 

occupation of lear ning. i) 
Zven during prayer i.here ~1culd be individuals 

eng~ged in he~ted discussions of some moft point in the Talmud and dist~r1 

t he worship?ETS at pn.yer . 3) 

'!'he greatest part of the dayt··ahile the olde r- peopl e arid he<...d s ;r f amilie s 

b~ ' &.lei bat im - h~d to absent t hemselv es from the 0 eth Bamidra~h in order 

to make aif1.iving , t he youths filled it . 
;. .oeth Ha.Il'idrash with large 

number~ of youths sVJi...ying over i.he TL.l nud w1:>.s a c om.'!lon sight in every 

community of Polar.a . 
:. cormnunii.y of only f ifty t:1er.;be rs wo uld support 

~hirty youths "ith t h eir pco~eges, tte Yeven ~etsule.h tells us . To 

'A e · ch ' b ;;:.ch"rt was a.ssigned -i :10 boys who·- h e h1:>.d to tea ch . 
I t has dr ee:.dy 

been reroc:. r kec. in e. f ormer chapter th t euc8 a. 5c-th ··amidr ash woul<! be 

c r..lltd e. Yeshivah • 
It was t he e.miit ion of s cholars to conduct s uch ~ 

Yeshiv~1 . ':) 
• le e..lre&.dy had occasion i?: t his pe.per tc not e ho-..., Rabb i 

I)Ibid . 4) Ephr a im of L : czyc~e. tells us t b r...t in Pr ·~gue , in every syn5.gogue 
classes in 1,:idri::.sh were i nstitlited in ruhich evs ry Je:-" h c.d t o pE.r ticipa.te morning 

c.nd ef eiiing . "<.iot eo in Gederoe.r. 's ~uellen sc}!riften l. c . p BG . 
3) uude~nn ' s -cuellenschrifte .. l.c . ~ I~S !:) Yeven t:~tsuieh . 
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Joshuah F&.lk Hi... Cohen - Serna - c 1600 recei ved t or: ether -..1ith his bride a 

Beth namidrash where he conducted his Yeshivah and ~upport ed t he young 

scliole..rs I) . As t he i'even l.:etsulah quoted obove, tells us, ther e were 

special heads of aca.uemies , 4) v1ho were not Rabbis at the same time and 

rec&iveci dine salaries, no"~ io:- themselves though but to support the discjlples. 

But where ~here were no~special functi onari~s or independent scholars , 

like R Joshuah Falk, to conduct an a cademy, the nab - lb Deth Din , presi dent 

of t he court, - ht:..c. -c.o conduct it. 3) The smallest connnunity according 

to the J.iti.luanian Pir1Kas h~d to ha ve , at l 6ast , eight een bacburim. 4) 

• 
No community says t.ii e Pi nM.s may decrease -c.he i\ab e; sal1:cr y by reft&sing to 

support his scholars . 5) wh ich sho~s that pa.rt cf "h is official's s~a.ry 

•.i;ent for the upkeep of youths . Si;.ys t he 'i even etsulcJl, further; '\/hen ... 
youngsters come i r oro a. dist<:.nce t b ey wer e innnedit..tely set to learning under 

a t ec.cher t hi.t waa hired for them. 
If t hey were fit for sch .... l e.rship t hey 

~ere supported all 7.he timefin<:J.ly being t ~ken into the house of some 

.. ell t c-do meober of t n e community, r.s the husb· r.1d of bis d;.ughter. If 

he oe not fit for s~holarshiv, he w~s apprenticed to some trade. Sons 

of th e rich and sons of the poor e..11 ~ apparently attended t he Yeshivch, if 

they were at ~11 receptive of T lmuuic le....!ling. 
The Lithuani ar. Pinke:.s 

makes const..llt prcvie i ons for t h e poor < .. no denounces any community the.t 

i s lwc in this ~uty. 6) -------- ,, n 

I ) Ansh e Shem l. c . p 80. 4) Usutlly designated ... /> st;;.ncing for ~ •? 

~'~ '?.It /I 3.)The Tak._noth tc this effect in t he ?~nk·ae Lit ._ ar:e l egion. 
<.../J JJ' , ~ i::. · ~ 5 o 5r o c > ~) ·.:.· i. L. · 1 
e e pa.ra.gre.phs 4~ , i ... r , 3 t>:: , 51.:1 , .. cs~ , .... . . _ . . o.. . ~ . • inr. t. s it.~ -· c . 

p t;. r 568 . 5) ititl EI. 6) Pink ~.s L:.7.a 1 . c. 5b7 =.'hi:: p 1 n i\f:-S of Zol kiew 
1. c . p 9~ publ ishes articl :.s i n .th ich tli ~ necessity of est r.blishing i.. YeshivJl 
i::.n: s,UpJJortin6 its inm£:..t Gs is most sulan:nly declared. 
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In E:.ddit ion t o being support ed by t r. e communit y, individuul mem!>ers 

~Guld cons i der it a uuty to n~ve usu&l ly, _t l eest, one yout h with his 

t.;o pro"t eg es uine at h i s tc.ble, some v er y generous souls keeping t h em t hrough -

out the y e1...r . :' The Pi nkt::.s of : ol k i e., ~es i compulsory fo r ei..ch Rosh , 

of .1i10m 1. oere: ·.vere f our in t he tom. (they .1er e: t h e l o:a ... d:.ng executives of 

th : c ommunit y' to suyport at l e st, 011 t ' bci.ch1r' during t h e; entire term; t he 

' tubim ' - WlOther kind of e&ecutive - must support t.w IJ1...churim, a.nd the 

r emaininz:. e.rect.:.tiv es must support ·u ~ :.·een t hem t::.11 t he b c.churi m l eft over . .c) 

! ... Accord i ng to th9 even wetsulab , t h-:. buchurim woul d t.ctually , r eceive a 

de f ine.t r.: eumfpf money ever y week . 
.... 

The Yeven etsulal1 i s joy f~l over "th e 

' f act th~t it is e~~ry scholG.r s des ir ~ to vb €coce c.R6sh Yeshivt.ih - Head 

of J.ce.a eaj. :l Kf,lh r .:..i m 9 f Lec:ycza confimrs t h is !:nthlisi :...['i::l fo r le;...rning 

~'!lone tb~ Jc .. s air PolEJ!d but c onc.!. e~s i t in t he follo·.ling ter ms ; '' l'ost of 

our schol~rs ·re v er y proud of t heir achieve~ents and exhlbit no trace 

of thi:..t oodeEty they t heuselves exdt in speech and Jrlting . On the 

contrary , i n t~ir het.rts t ney desp ise anyone .!:.om "Lh ey believe to b = 

not s o br ~t..t t:.. schoh .. r wia think t o 'bh ems elves ; ;~ .i 11 e but I ." 3) 

It. i s no .1onu c,r that ev er~· one i ?'l Folz:..nd w~.s a f"t er schola rshi p e.nd the 

schol~rastic ptofes sion. The Ro~sh Yeshive.h Wtl.S e. most r espected and 

import E:..rnt official . In Lubl it he r e ce ived t h e title of Rekt or, wi:..s free 

fr• all ~uatton uui: ... ellbj ect. to · o~J · one courl - the king ' s ~ He 

h~d complet e j urisdiction over all the Yeshi vah fel lows. 4) . 

I) Yeven ~etsulab .· .:: fink:. s Zolki e .. l . c . P I 06 . 
3) ,out ed by Ged~roann 's <uell enschriften l . ~ . p 8~ . 4' Balaban' s Lublin 

l . c • .P .::4. 
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schoh.ra who macie le; .r 11ing thei r exclus i 't e occupation were freed by the Kahtl 

f r om pe.y ing t.he commun&.l te..x . I ) : .nJ scholar th~-i car.:>e to e:ny community 

in the course of his journ ~y , s~; e the Yev ~n, was not obliged t o have recourse , 

if h e wc.s penniless , to th1; communil .. _ charity chest, but coul d knock at 

th e l oor of e.ny Par n i;..s , .vho was compelled to thro., his home open -... o h im. 

'.:'he Hosh Yeshive.h, he says 'urther, Wl:.8 shou er e ci :lith g i fts and honours . 

lfo one l eft the synagogue on Sabbat h befor a him and his sy-ug•!§U scholars. 

;he ~hole congregativn then met them up to the house of t he Sosh Yeshivah 

as ~ sign of r es pect. He receivea the most important aliyah Shelishi. 

Scholars recieved special titles - Reb was common to al l Jews. oy ~hich 

t hey ·.ver c. called up to t he 'fc;irah. The h i gh est · ~·or ;mu', t !l e next in r <.nk 

• '.le.ver • • a) Only one Nho occupies h i mself exclusively .,ith schol4rship 

u; to , at l east , el even ye ~ rs a ft er his marr i nge and who is not und er 

th irty Tr.2.Y r ecieve t h e title ·~orenu '. The ' Haver' must h ve ma.ci e t he 

Toe'Lh his occupt·.tion for e.t l east, two years <;.ft er his marriage and ·:;hose 

c onduct is unimpeachabie . I ) Appu!'ent ly t.h use titles were no<. bestowed 

s o much for a r.t lli..l present l noW'l edge as fo r e. type pf behc...vivur. Accort-

i n ;;: to ME.i.imon &cholars would even be distinguish t.,.. by their specitl 

6;;:.r ment s • 4) Books hi:i.ci to be distributed fr ee of cha.r.ge to schola rs 

of the i:let h HEJD.idr~sh who coul d no aiforl tkaul!!.lX&IX to buy t hem 

themselves, cievrees in the: !..ithuania n Pinkas.~J .le wonder \\'het her the:tt 

I ) ? inkas Lit~ l .c. P~ra 53~ , 607 . 4) 
3) I bid . 4)Autobiogr 1::tphy l. c. P 13 . 

Pi ~1kas Lita l. c. 59G, 593 . 

5'J e·.,.~ ~ 1~ n; 
r' ~, /;,~ ?r. .... 1 1 f"' ro r r~ 

(l,u, ,<},1 rr 
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'• 

r:ieans t hat over and · bove what t he eyn!gogue shelves conta ined, scholars 

hb.d to !,le supplied with books for their own •xclusive use. This cert ainly 

:101.11 0 b e a prhrilege .'fhe rtoeh Yeshivah , thc..t is he who devoted himself 

excl usively t o s 1; uuy andt e a.chi ng \7as considered of greatert import wice than 

t he R~1 syas t h e Yeven Metsul a.h . I ) Scho l arsh i p undoubtl y stood very 

high, wh en Ii young l;,,ciy ·.vould be r ecommended to t he poss ibl e groom or his 

f amily by ~he f act th~t h er broth er s were schol1rs 2) 

.lhet!'_er in t h e Bet h Hamidrash or i n t he Yeshivah , old or young , all 

eng~ged in bu~ one s ubj ect of study; the Talmud and it s commentari e~ or 

l ess frequent ly , t he lat ~r codes such as the Ye?- Hachaz, 'th or the Turim, 

arid l ater tr1e allitaixxx schulchen . .rucr1 . 

indic . ting the s ubjects st ~ci i ed i s 

and Tosc..forth ~) . TL;. bachur tra ined 

The most frequently met .. ith t er m 

h is 

V> . 
s t c.nding for Gemar~ R~shi _, ·~ _,__ 

I 
,. .. 

pr ote:ges in __,., -ai At 

i:.l; e Yesh:.Yah . t he het:.d delivered a discour se on ~~·t ' wh ich the 

s cholar s would dilligently pursue , v~ried by the Turim or t he like i n t be 

l axer s f:o.on of .t he yc ;..r . 'f he Yeven io. et ~ ul ef. , from 'ur.i ch the ;.bove 

info r mation is t s.ken E...lEo g ives us the p rt icu2. ~r s o f t he met hod pursued 

e. t t he i;.,ca d err.;•. S u.:;s h e 'They - t l:e b e..ch1trim - studie<i under t he Rosh 

Yes!:iv e..h i n the s ur:une r from t ue month of I yar U.iJ ~o b , ana in t he DIRer 

from nesh t~n t o Shev~t. Aft er Sheve..t or ~b t n&y coul d go wherew.r t hey 

We.:'.!t to study . !''r om Iyi::.r to t h e Festiv:;.. l of Shevot h and from He s hv b.n 't o 

Chanukah , a l l ti1e members o f th e ac e.deml e 1ouldlea.r n Gemarah , ''as h .:. ot"ld 

I ) Cmp t:e isl 's ileschicht e l . c . Vol I p _?I • . J. so B::.l .,.ban 's Lublin l. c . p .G3 
,.) t:emoirs o f Ber of Bolecho·.v l. c . p 80 3) See l ev en Met :::,ule.h l.c . Finka s 

Lit . l.c . p~ra I 43 etc. 
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Tostt.Joth , every a .. y w H la.chet..'1 , thc"t is vne p~ge of Ceme.re.h .vl tb the Rt:.shi 

.. nd i oaafoth . Bef ... r e the !-le~ci arriv-:~ th& stude1;ts .1o ul d p .. :t.her to discuss 

::is aif f ic~lty t o L:.m ~hich he clsi:.red i;p . Then, tll remianing silent , 

t .. <: Hs _d pres c.n~et.. bi~ novelle - Chiddt.:sh~::: - or, 1.r.e li~luchcl> :. n :~estion . 

1>f~!r .;n i::. Le ' st...'..a..'.. Chilluk ' , in· t is, he po :.!'lt e<.. out s..11 i.r1e contradict ions 

i!1 't:.e Uemart:.h , Rt.dii or Tos~::oti . • Upon reconcili~l tae~ , ~~ Jould discover 

f urtr:.;; r contr .... cicti~r.t; in "tr.: s ol uti..ms 111:: offer!;d , .1hich r.e c...,. i.in reconciled 

until tl.e u tl .... C'1~&J; r ~miW'!&d estt.~.blished beyond ~ueetic;i. or dout.t . For th1:: 

r ... s1. of t11e ... ct.oem.i c ye r, "t:ie .. ,· would eng i:e . .:.!: =it~.e:- tLe Rc.b .Ufi...s c. r the 

Turir •• 

'
0

e~ cr.v·s - m~l::..:::iedirn - .ie.r e engf.Eed to h .. vt th i.~r pu;;ils s t udy 1;.lso 

I.::.simah and 1.t.e orti o1. of the week in 1.he i-ent:..teuch I~ 9 ..it Yeshi·1ah 
do 

you'tbsnot seer.1 to h&..v e tone bsp ond the t i:.lmua and its comment :..ries !'.!.lld some 

of i:.hs l ul. <:. r codes . ~hese s :.ib j ect $ , es pocially t .. e T!:.l~ud, studie~ accord -

in to 1.h " method o f Chilluk , e:-+ l:..inec c:.boe ty ~:.e -..ithor of t.he Yeven 

... i;ts;ilah c ust ht.v .. c r et... •. \.ed e.. good dec...l o f co!:!lll£1tion in the synagogue. 

From no l ess a 'l'a.lrnuo ic :,.uth.:ir ity, thW1 ~ 5 mi.el -:dels 1 ::. pilpulist 

b:.rr.£elf , - 1.\tJJt:.r~sha. c 1600 - do :; e hc..ve the follo'.ing criticism o f t he 

v r ev t.i 1 in£, me<.nod of lew-n i1.;: . .. B.t ·.-ho i s esp~ci~lly skill~d in thi~ v1..in 

3) 
lJilp..21. fl r eceives 0;pyr ob11i.i tl . ..ver:i one tries 1.o reJ u1.e; his f ellow 

wic; til6 refo r e t hey c~1 naver arrive e.t t:.e nal 1..c!l~ . For such c~~uistry 

::ier ely leu.ds one t;..'31:;..y f r oo t.ile t r t.Li:.!i , and does not bring him to ti1e desi r sd 

e nd 3
1

• R Epil r i..im of Leer.yet.& ter:ns U • lying pilpul ' . ~ 

I' 
3 

f:nkus Lit . l.c . J·ar L 35~ . 
<uot~d by Toledot h n~poskim oy 

G) 
S !.: Chon es f ti .rsa"' 19 .t..:: ) ? -83 . 

~) Gud ermann ' s <uell enschriften l . c . ? 53. 



An~r subje~t ot.:.tisde: ti;.ose oentioced abo·1e ~t:.s probi~ited . .rnen Ser 

c f 3elec11011 I beg::.n to study Lc..tin he ec..;; s : "Some of tl.e peopl e in o~ 
, : J ,, 

~Cl!l.!!lUl'iity b t>g~"l tc; ~ddi;. i::.bcut me , C::!ld suspe:ct :ny f i..:t h , sfp.ing I l e1;..r ned 

these things , God fo rbi1, not fo r Goacis su.e , :.nu J. h~.d to give up my 

. 
s ec:.ih . .r studies. I nccu .. ieci myself then entirely :,ith the study of the 

To r ah ". Cond~sering the fact t~at we cooe ac~oss so many during this 

:-e r iod ·.1ho h i:.t. the "t it.le ' !Joctor ' or Ropheh 1 , highly r espect ed memb ers 

o i the community, (many of t hem repr esent at ives o f tneir communities ) i t 

Ca."1 no~ be tha t sucul~r studies •ere fr owned upon . n~bbi Fiscnel of 

Cracow c 1550 was a g raduate of t be medice.l r~culty of 1!.0 It&.l.ib.ll University 

t..Dd wus Raa o! Cr acow. But phil os ophy was looked upon ~ith ~ good deal 

of sus;>icion. a Solo~on Luria c I580 iupres ses himsel f venementl y against 

philosophy i n a rcspiq!s~ to a ~oses l sser les Z) who was more l enient 

~ 
to i t :?) • R .b ol\" odena c 16~" , '.•Titing about t' olE..Dd <iep l or es .. :'le negl ect 

o f secul r studies by " clish Jews .' 4' 

,.gi::.i nst t.ni:: s-r.uay or 'tt•e L bba.1 h l.her ... 1a.s e.1mos t universal agr eement 

.. ::iong· the T~lmudists of 'ok .no . Soth ~ ~oses ~sserlee and ~ Solo~on Luria 

~r~ opps ed t. u it. ''Then i s mo r e f e<.-r of erring through t.he t..abb~lah t han 

\.hr~ugh philoso,Jhy'' s 1...ys ttle fo rmer § • a i olomon ~ho i ~ i ncluded amongs~ 

the Ka.bba.l.ist i; is equall y empha"tic . "Do not follo .. · 1.heir paths'' he t •f! 

I~5ee "'"emoirs i . e . p so. l)Hr:.goren Vol I P .3 . ..,;,i{; h ';':) •J..f> 7> 17tiV 
-;i...Jf'iJ J,11~ / 1fil h"f'\' /1•> !t. _A ,, _, ;, / _j l1J// / rh l -' ~3,, 

µ, 111~ ,.A.I~ -:' __,A~f, fr.-;-- t{ /tc, ·.:i i~ ,r .1,,1 

f -tf rft. 'j1'J~ 

T"- c sume R Solooon spee;..ke in t he hi&hest t erms 
of 1... ~ ewieh" Physicit:J:J cf his t.i~e . q Solomon a opheh . · ~ sponsa l I of 
'f eshuooth "eshe.l. ·' l anz l . c . p '46 Not s c . -r) Hugor en 'io l I p "r 

..rhere he c t..l.le philosophy 6~ J O '? (,(/ .) 
1~esponse. Remrll1~, 

pt.reg 6 • end ? • 

• 
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alluding to the Klibbalists. I~ The her em of drody a.gF.<inst the ··asaidi c 

Sect c ont ins an injunct ion agc..inst learning the ''a.bb6.lah b e fore t he age of 

fort y. ,..11 the ec.l!le , it v1a.s quit e ext ~msively studied . In the time of R 

Sol omon Luria many studied the Ka)!balah who, ::ccording to him, knew no Tunu.d 

a."ld not even 1.hdr u.sh or iSible. He terms ~hem t he sect of Kabbalists. ~) 
iiore 

In spite of the f act th~t there we.s opposition to the Kabbaldl tha."l to 

philosophy, t.h e l atter we.s neglected ·ahile the fo r mer 'Nt.S not . Solomon 

Mismon tells u s t he prea cher of his ;.own was a. l\a.bbalist end he himself 

a ls.;; st'l.lcied 'tile "abb6.lcll although , to be sure, he had -r.o do so stealthily. 3) 

.Tith t he r ise of hassidism the Ka"btlah was pursued mo r e than ever and 

Rabbinic learning we.s , for the fi?"st time in -rn.:.ny centuries , given minor 

im,Fortance. The ~eeb't t a ught t ha't a man should not m.t:.ke it his custom t o 

be l e~rr.ing i nceasingly . 4) . 'l'he nlt.Ss i aic Kl aus , in the fir st few decades, 

before Tb.lmuoism ag~in penetrated, no longer pre~ented a scene of ever-

1 .stin~ lee.rning and pilpulising . i\or did t he •~abbalah take :.t~ place, 

5 
since it .v~s taught th;.;.1. one; ca."l ;10rshiii God in ~very "i:..y , even '.7hil e 

your 
chi:..tt i::li:; with f ellc<t man c.r e.t a 1:ie~ or even i7h ile sipping st r ong drink . 

/1/<l f ,fr/710 
I) H~goren Vol I P4~ . 

3)Autobiugraphy 1 . c . p 98 . 
S ' Ibidy85. 



page 7-=. 

Cr._p't er -::J . 

Other ·.ises 6.nd Custom~ of t h e ::>yna.go~u1~ i n P.ol.::.nd . 

Pr ayer &.!ld l e · rnin~ •ere t. nc me.in uses , c f cour se, to .1hich th ... synagogue 

MO.S put • 31.it. it s er vea • lso :i....trJ oth e r purpos es o f ~ s ocial nt:.'ture . or 

course all 'the tra.ditiont!l :?.Del co:.difed c .1st.ooe stil l follo·;.'ed to - dG-y i u the 

orthodox synagogue, .1e:- e ! olloed then during t r e .:e.ntur ies .. e e.re reveli -

int • Tr.i~ c~apt ~r ·will only deal ·&it1. some of the peculiar ueef' and customs 

of t!le synagogue in t.hose ce~ tureis , 'th:- t, oue to che.nge of exter nal 

circuost!mces or miner r efor m have oisappeare to -day, or at. le~st , are 

not e : frequent. ~ rtle ~ eth :· .midrasi: , s h~ s been alr e u.ciy pointed out , 

may be looked upon as a. genen.l cl ·Jb r oo"l. It R :!.:pgraim ZW.me..n l!.ugol i oth 
I) 

( Br oay ! St.ii centur y ) finds it necessa r y to St:.S tha,t i n our Beth Ht1.midra sh 

we may ear, tirink, t nlk or sleep, :1e can T. e.ke i t f or g r u n. ed the.t 'these 

thinss \Yere a ctually done t here . There were s cholars who beloned to 

a particul;...r " et h li~drash &.nd were sup?orted by it , e i t t er from t he 

f.mds of sooe r : eh indi vioue.la.s w:, s s ho\711 ab .. ve , or of 6. s pecial 

or ganise.ti n founoeo for this pur pose. l) Tnese ncholars, probably, h d 

t. hei r r;ieals in t he Het h ntilllidrb.Sh. 'l'he above mentioned remr... r k o r R 

• 
Ephr . irr. s ,•1culd r:.lluu e t hen to t.hem. "'n t h& .!.t...st tltt.. &&luius.x Sabbat h 

mee.ls .7oul d oe s erved in t he synagogue f or .tayfu-e1:-s . 3 vr thes3 we f i nd 

no record in Pol &.n<i . •:) L:..ter on wl. en t he He.ssichr.i eeiabliehed i.h ~ir . . 
own synagogues , th ey beaame more like club r oocs t. kl-:.:n B\'er be fore . 

Then everyone , scholar or l ayman , woulo p~rts.ke of tha ~ikk.9n dbily. 5) 

I~ In· Yad Bphr aim to Ura.ch Chay im IO~ . 3 . ~) In the Pink .... s Lita 1. c . ' i..r 6lq 
.1e have a fell desvr iption of s uch ~n organie1J..ticm . Money fo r the support 
of the ' lomiel im • .1as vot. cu by t.he .la.ad. 3) I Abraham ' s l.:iiddle Ages Le p 33 
4) In rec ent year s the &.!most f amous -'swish ''V.eshuganer'', one or .th icb •• as 
in eve!'y town, it seams o f Rui;:eia and Poland ( See keohurnoth VOl I ! £1,5 
p 358aused tc hc..ve h is l odgings i n t.he ->eth ··wnidr ash • I founu no recor d 
of a simi lar natJ re i~ former c entur i es . Nor o r e..nyono ~ho nOuld us e i.he 
synagogue as slaepinb qu~rt~rs. 5' s~s above. 
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also t he thira Sabb~t:1 !!le l - the .Jh~osh 5e~oth - ~ -.s institued to te.ke 

p l a c e i n the syni:.gogue , _s is 11ell kno·.;n . The He.ssiclic st.ubel may b e considemed 

a pL .. ce of entert::..in-.ent, since <lancing and story T.ell i n5 sent on t.o :;.. 

considerable extent . I' 

Collection s of money f~r cil a.r i t e.ble purposes wer <> mt. de in t h e synagogue . 

~very Sabbath aone:tions 'l1ere offe r e d oy t.he per sons ci:.lled up to t he Tor JI ! 

f or 't.1e s upport of the synagogues .G) I n Cr :..co•.v noi:m.ti1,ns f~r t he Tclmud 

Tor>Jl wer e made in ~~e eyn~gogues3). ., t eh .. nah pubHshed oy t he .le.ad 

o« Lithu::.nic:.. -t) oraers -i ht:.'t money b o.: coll ctsd in !:..11 synb.Gog ueE- on l!ew 

?.'0 1.. 1 Rosh n t..ahan.&h ano Yo'lt l i ptlu r fo r t i.e poor of th is Holy L i nd . In 

Zolkiew oonctions wou l :: be macie on e ?;..c r. of the •· es'tiv:.J. s f or ·r.._e building 

0 r t h e ! . 6 \:.' s ynagogue . 5) Al l other eh r i~ies uici not belong to the 

s ym.gogue . The car~ of th«:> poor, '\,he orpilan: br ides :r&.y fe..rers - orec11irr.-

:1 er-:; f .i!'",ct.ions of t.!.e KLi1W. !:..na it s i-....rnassim or !!,E.ba i m • I n Cr t cow, ~e find 
.... 

th~.t t !te G1::.ba.:. Zedakah - of f er s oa cha· .. i.ty - .. e r _ e.J.so t. c -.Ver den& o f the 

s;u ... gogue . 6) Ot her11i s : t i.€ t .10 - ch"-r ity e.i10 t he. s_ym •. gogue - .• ere distinct 

,...rovincss . 0nly on n .. r ~ occ::..sic D.s .. ould they overl -.iJ . 

iher ~ cont act hi... to be m de .dtil the mass of "ews, the s ynagogue o1o•as 

t • e ""Ost ii· 1.el y nl ce Ir. t li"' c;...s e of Lnn~u.nce"""nets, t i ke.noth :.i.nd b:...ns I . ._, A ,.. • • " 

I ) Tbt:.t oqi:.yf1:::.ren or oth1;r poo r lodged .,.t t he Deth H6.r.1idr ~ sh a.s they did 
i:i t he ec:.st ; i , .. brw1a:!I- ' s l ife of t h e Mic!.d j_e .... i;~s /1- · "t.3, it vuy 
doubtf ..il r o me, I r~ ur. o no recor d o f it. 3 ~in}: s Z.olkieg Le. pI09 
i) !.:eisl ' E. u esch i d .te l . c . Vol ? ~b-: .;~1 icil quot ~ s a Geninde ordnun,;; . 
~) Piruc:...s Li t i:.. l . c . pi:.. t. ;,:: . 5 P i nkt..s Zolkie .. l . c . p IO I . 
6) r- . H. J etsteb ' s _A t,J // fll ..f.c., p I:: J{o-.1}rn re el s e ;.re t .10 off ices 
i oent itied. 
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..e fir.ci ....lso t.hE<t t he syria.gog ue "pul i s!1 ' or 

Vestibule wi::..s used for t he sittL"lgs otl one of t he J e\7iHh courts . 16 I fpunG 

no sour c !:! fo r it, but, in 1111 probability, t!1 e syne.gogue was used fo r public 

ess~mblies a nd t he e l ec-i iuns fo r ~~t:t.l officers. ·.'lere hn ld there. 2) 

J.'h e annou!.cemenT.s ma.-.e -r. t he sym.gogue .1oul:l deal not only •uith tnu.tt er e 

o f rituti but e..lso s vr::H i:nes .Jith econo:nic a ff irs . :"1. e iCh;...l of Lemberg 3) 

pusses r g:...t public :1....rning be g iven in t h e syn~gogue e.g.:..inst tt:.il or s ·~ho 

tive i n pleage for l o;...ns cou'tri::.ct6d , the m...t e riG.l l e ft ,;ith T.bem for t he 

ma.!;i:-1g of g ....rmenT. s . .!hen b. b _tcher lilaS discover ea to h ve i n hi s p r emises 

me at t h :...t is not ' koshed, t he pu·ol ic i n i11r: s::1nagogu vouh be i nfor med o f 

i.!.e f . ct c.nd th::.t t he:. cul rit h<..s been punishetl by iic::.v :lng ;.he right of 

sellini,; 1oei t ~ ;;,.,: er. "-·"--Y fro · him. -:) ~th€r s.nnouncem13nts Sdmi-rituali s.tic 

anli s emi-ecor1omlc , .. e r <- m;;..de .ir. v:1e: synugogue , s;.ch <...5 , <. ! . ; t !Je .rs w-1.. not 

even t o sE:: l ···· -='· -:.o non - J .; .. ::. ~ !::. ' 

,..11 tlic 1' ~k ~ot~ decr eed tiy 1.!ie Co uncil .. eru ~oth re d in the synagogue 6 

t.nd insc r i bed u,:ion 1.. t :..bl et .-.ihic t1 hunc: :; ........ nn ons of i 'L:> <J::..lls . 7' 

" The. t:tl~...n;..oth .smbrt..c cd p r c...cticall y 'ti: & entire life or t !. -:. e;1 . 1.:t..ny 

_er e econol!:ic 1 c n~.t ... r e . No one, f or i nst :..nce, coJl J ret ~ mooo~oly al r eaay 

t i al.. s_- ens i·ng o f li .uon: ... r ti::e like: 1 by ,..:...yinr; tiie helJ by o..n'} rl~.1 for ie -

overlord & hicner pr ice f o r it. c' :er~ i~ t ~xes wer e not to b e leased 9' 

- · t 0 or. -;.;etin t.h~ house of t l.e ~Qb ~ t ,ie othe r in r J. •' Pr .. <.m.t•sl t11er e .1er& ·· ·- · ., . · t 
· · . . _ · • · · - do.;n in ii:-J.k .• s :-i .... d<:.J:..r1m of thl>.'t Cl. 'f t he .. pul l.su _uch i s thb • ulint.. .. r n .. ..,n , 1 '"> 

• • A ~ 

6 / /• ':X" !.)? f J erus l.ern I~ '!-:- 1' 4 

4uote\l oy s .. Sal ~n f;'l ,., 9 4 , t l i s to b - "t.he ci..s e: 
u · " t l ·10 1 l 1J ... c -s- a sser .. s ' .: 

4 ) t:si s l in T.He e s ci l.Ci l e .c. k ~0 ... h • t pur pose nubliv assemblies : cs J. clO no '00\l' "' • -'· .. ' r 
r:.uior it .... t i l!~l; , t.hou.;h ... COJi .e- , , ::h .. ·~oti1 - ' tish:.Jot h 

- . 1 c " ~ ' 't- ... ~-t.....1. 
-Oulu b e l•t.l !.1 • 3 r.n:he .:>. ie!!! • .:. •• : ) - - . - F.:.r.k _ Lit.a l . c . p :...r i r .• ph 13~ . 

L · 1l ,spor1s · .:; • ::1 
!\~St al ":.J H Soloruou u r i " . - ., \ .l":;i~ ~} i ";; ic. rt n .. ~--= etc 

, . ~ ..- - 7' I b10 t'....r!!. ..,_5. loia r~r ... ~~v anu -0-



ct.i:ar 't c..r:...:.10-..h pu.-;:os,;:d "&C <>li. :. .. :::..., ~r. ·:y :: n the p~rt o: t .. e. not:-" e .. • 

~:. = dec r ees ~~i!:.~-;; ex .• ensi-ve cl:>t:.es .:>r J ; .1e ls . On w;otn~r occ~si ~r. non-

ty t u: nan -J ~ .. isr e lement . I ) Cur y~kan...rt G' deals wit:l the 1n1;.rrying off 

Of f.>OO r 0 i r le . I.:'-.1.cs h<. c. t.c c;; : vunc.i f:- r <.~.em an:i funds 11er e, a!-£>1,rently 

<-&= , .:'ifteea , ci evr ees ~i1e i;ak...:.u~ in ll.lest ivli . 

~i;e:;· :u~r-: very f r ee :1 i th the iiere:m i. tnos e d :..ys as i e el.! i '-er.c ,-d 'b ~ 

cf t !f:...i-ec: £.g·- i. r.s~ anyone i~reg r ding the pi:.rti cul :..r t ek..._n, !' . • 

. a.s first 

:. r,ui ·;:u1. .•. l .. 
l. . _ - - -

r ccovea fr o~ "- e dc or. 

":>eicri.. 1. .• e " e.Jist court .:ten der1antled 't.O oo so by t !.e credit c r 1 Such a. one 

.n . s f; i 1-:i1 "" y ;;.::lic r1 r nini:. : irst :.:!', -;; !. e syr, .... gotue, t_ ::n 'fide excomnr:mice.ted . 7 ' 

I n t iiiE c~se , . it :;,.µ_.: r s ...... _. lc:intiff. :.msd!' ~ ' cir ew u,.. ~ . . e ' herc:r.i ' ..r.d 

I 

r_ I) I~iu ~f;.1' GcI 
L:.t-.: 1 . c . '«) r1.:'\.t:~!> 
6 , rt:.d ~ "TL~T~ Jh 37~ : ~ - . 

,. :oid r,,_r. r~o . 
~it~ L. c . 1

....r gr a h 
7' ? ir-K~s ~ol t:.s 

3 ~ S ::e f or ini:t. nee F~nku 
3b c • 5 ' i bid _;.it.r i:.br c..!"h 371 
1. c . J- I L . ' J.b:.c . 
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posted i t c..gainst t ne synt..gogue . It does not apPaa1r thEt all t;he r ites r:nd 

forn.s b.ssocit..teci \'1ith i.!1e ' her em • v•1...s go11e th .... ,., ·r • roub' •. . It. s iaply ttee.nt 

oeing e xcluded from part i c ipating in public worship . Thre~t of Her em was 

pronounceri against t he officers cf t he KeJlf . .l. - parneusim etc- if they should 

p rcve cot. to be &ctiLg impl..Tth.lly ~) in impos ing the r~e ·_d tt:.X and the l ike. 

~ hereo ~lit. i: all it s, pu-1:..yhanu_e : or ext ero.in t ion ·~·1:..s pr o?iouncev by t he 

.lru.d of Lithui:.nia q ;:::.inst those >1ho ·.1ocld fo rr.i gr ou211 to r ebel t...gaimst 

t..ny Kahal . On every dt.y befor e th~ ne .1 moon 

t r. e forn~ln of e xcommunic· tion was reuci in e..11 t r. e synagogues . 3' .. 11ere1;>.s 

i r. oti1er c i:.s6s 1.ne her em rner '!! l y mee.nt thd t he one e;o pe11olised could 

not come i nto the 'sym:.gogue "r , in this case 1 it. r ead : " Such r ebellious 

cons;ir t..tcr s L.gainst the lei..ders of Ke.h::.l are to be rejected f r om the 

<:1;t .:.rc Je.,ish conEreguti·.1?:, e::.re to be cons idered yervert s r s , leu.din5 

t o :-'s o;::le e.:.1ay frou. the right path ( .m i ch •aae puni s hnble with death in t he 

3ible- Ji •O/t ) an<i to o · punished acc:ordingly: •3itlJ .. 
f et..r f -...1 puni shr:ents ( .. :? :JGnder wh •. t hey ':tere' for E:.11 1.0 see ." This 

·.;t.s publiEh ~d in t he .1 ae.d of I69I . ~q!Je.lly violent were the be.ns o f 

e&cunmunic e.ticn ·p ul.i l ished i:..gc.inst 'Ll11~ H1:1.ssidim both in Cr<. cow 5} l.Uld 

ill Broo y. Dur i n •· t.l'iE: Emden ~ibesci1utz e.f f ai r &. l
1erEnn w1o.s pronounced 

0 

in the syn:..gogue of Lublil f..£Ur.st anyone epea.'dng ill 6f R Jontithe.n 

Eiut:s chi t. :,. 6) 

· • P · k L · t , ~ao I) I b i d und many plu.t es in Pink1;s.!'! Lita. l. c . 4 l .n a~ l. a _. c . p~r v ~ 
3) Ibid 830 ..; ) ·rhe Pi nkb.s of Zol kiew l . c. JJ III s eys that t he 
S hwiaa~11...s t o prounce the Herem ~gainst hiru ,•1ho refus:es to appear bef ore the 
Di...ytmirr. t c expose h i m- f .J 1 /f r • ?flf'° - 'I'her a seems to hE..ve been 
ncth i r.& c or _ t.e , rible <.bout it . 5' f . !-! . .. etstt::in •s _A / r.J/ .11q7 l . c. p 1\1-
6 ::issenbi...i.::: ' s Lublin l.c . • !00 
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The Herem Vlb S Q f orm or puniS.hl!ient c..nd probc.bly very e f fective . There 

were other foms o! fun:.. shILent ·shich likewise took 1.-l uce ~ithin or new- the 

syn~gogue . - Fi~st of li-11 th6r e ~as tt~ in:lictio~ of symbolic punishment . 

On the day of Yoir. Ki rpur evening the je.J would come into the synagogue 

ana receive str:..pes symbolic of the - 'IIL.lkctb - the 3~ lashes as tbe 

p ena l ty of carte.in sins . M~co~ ~~ll s us the.t every J e~ lc.r.id himself 

ol'! his f ;;.ce in the s ynl::.gogue whi.19 an r·~he:· wit h narrov1 strip or leather 

gE.ve h i r.i tl i rt y -nine 11...shes. I) 3ut often ~ct·..1al culpri'ts would be 

punished by the infliction of l a shes. it Solon1on Lurie. ordered thi:.t 

a cert~in b~tcner, referred to abcve, ~ho sold ~~at unfit ri~ualist -

ically 1.as to be 1 -:.shed in 't:-.s synagogue ~d t.:.an declaredir. loud voic e 

lt; is doubt fi;l l~owever whether t he leg;tl tbirty - nine l e.shes 

•:rt!Tf.! in flic'9ed . 1''rom .t Solo!!~on ' s r e s ) onsa -:. e h we t..!:oth er oni: ere sting 

c Ee or a brother end sist er be:..ne; columni 1:.ted:; and .i Solomon decidee th:_t 

tt.e ctlumniator is to receive ' L."f.:.l:eoth ' , in ~}ie synagogue bet·.re en e. fter-

noor1 - I:iuc:1a - l-..nd evein&ilg - :~~:;.rib - pr ayer . Nld since now he adds 

6 6 CW1 not infliet ' mz:..lkoth ' , ~e do so only as a symbol , 3) gi ving 

hie just four stripf.s . . ..nyone desi r inB m:..lko"th coulo r edeem hinsel f by 

pa:ting a fin e :1hich was to ~o for t te poor• :::r..cept in th~ c ase wben~ 

I ) Autobiography l . c . P r: ;,. 2) She..tloth l •t eshi vo'i.h .ted 1tl .~esponss. ~O 
") \ Ibid rtesponsu ' - (, ,,e J. lc.9 !r,, 1u~r v , 

_J. /t. !cl I.ft y=> _1>17r, • q "? ,,,") 
•' 

r~~-rt •'i> {I P' ?1/lr ~/VI f ';:) _J..)~~ ..... r r.1 
.,fr;l l'':JJI' Pl ·...:> Irr, 11c J,trr; f q /·I< 
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one ct.l. l e i nto ,~uest ior. the purity o f f amilr %) • Cr. t.nother occEo..sion 

R Solomon order ed t hat &..'1 indi vidual, ·11ho ctlumni :...t s d e. cer t ain lll<:tll e.nd 

womat1 W<,S t o be punis hed E:.s fcl lo.:~ 2) " He i s t o teke t.vo CUldles l ight th ~n 

b _for e tl: -:: a l: and beg for i;i veness o! ,;h m~n e..nd .1omt:.n 0 11 :1hom h e cast 

a. r efl e ct i on . J..1 t er begging for giv enes s he is t o s it l i ke :: mourner 

oebir.cl 1;he door ·o f t he synagogue t or f our weeks . •• Thi s decisionhad t o 

be re~d out loud by t ne pr encentor o! t he eyn~gogue . 3) I n dealing 

.'lith the vray in which i.h e . .... of justice expr essed i t self i n the 

synagogue ! we mus~ not f~i l to ment i on ugL.in t t e f act that the service 

could be ini.erruptec oy ~ injured party , until r edr es s of some s or t 

~ould oe g~ined . l nspit e of some object i on "to i i. , i t Kas , nevehteless , 

a freque!:lt phenomen~ , .1hich must h ;...v e l ent i;re.:..t signific!.llce to "the 

s ym ... goeue . 3) 

Even g:ref!.t f igur es in Is r~el ·11er e occas ionally punished , t he pr oced ure 

"tak i ng plt. ce in t h e s ynagogue. A~erman ~abbi hari d~red t o Ji~hst b.lld 

R Ueir of Lubli t c 1680 oy oppos i ng a dec i sior. of his . Jhen all 

1.l.e pi.rnass im u.o Poli ~h Rn.obis 'Gor e assembled in Lublin dur ine, the 

fe:..ir t o ~tt er:d t}Je Council c;f the Four Land£, it I.:eir c ond e1nr1P-ci end 

exf.osed him in i.h e s y!lt!.gogue beofre all "these not t:.b les .1ho wer e gat her ed 

ther e f or tt~ ~ urpos e . 4) 

.le r : n<l the ~ourty :...rd of tne synagogue used 5' fo r tl e i nfliction 

of corpor t..l punis hmer.t on t be i ves . Je find i t . used for simi l a r £ur pos es . 

I) r!lid 
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TLe: pinkiie of Laabe.rg 1 •. ;: ell~ c:' ... :t.&-;; ,;as a one to L ccri. in ::>enj ::.min w!:o 

v:.si tc.o i.i1e cit:; lili d .• -..s ciiscover ec. to bE..ve t urti ed in to ..:. tOl'iW"i of ill 

r epute . .foen .IJt.Clplc apprc.·~::t:ec. ... o bre--x ir: t:.~ c.oc.r of t it-, bouf\& ;her e 

:l nj ~in '.VE-S ar~ged to t he 

co~rty :..rd of t r.e syne.gcgue . Gis isn .. ... 6 publicly 1..nnounceo uefo !" e -=. c 

c r o,.,d wid he ~·1 1:.s orue r e ci never to oe i::een t..~:. in ir. tnis com.':'lunity • 

.. fin ~ we.s laid Upon hi m to t;iv 1;c to the poo r , ::. st r i?:.el, t-. coe.t ~u 

v florin . .. & for 1.f.!;! .1or::wi , oi \'16.S EJJnO.tr.ce<!, 'not. kr.owint; •. l1 ence 

i:;he c~::.eth ou .thither s:: e goet n' i t is ~crbidden f or b.llY J e . -io 

r; iv~ ht:r ;... nigln. 's s:.elter i.no 1.ne i;.nnounce~e.rit concl1.ues, " thou i 

eht.11. 1;e&trcy evil _ro!I? u:y mi.est . " 

a .-.~b .v s b.J.point. eu in t.olitie·:: tll t hose ·.::ho .1e:·e to 1:.ri.•c.int hin hu! to 

t~e ~n ~Ott! on t 11e To r t:. <.£.r.. t te is _ltogeth.:r il!lpW-t i l :?, th~ 

n~tt. c r i..na -::i l l sub" e ct hi~s-:lf to tLe .{b.b c.f !'1 £ o·. n f r ee ,;il l 

1,;n 1.·1r,. d . y be f o r e Yorn Ki;i_~ ur .. he cere::101:y of sett ing f r e.e fro rr: vc we 

,.. • ? 
-~ir.ivn .., ' r;:.ves tr! 1: f ollo.1i?1g ciescr i +.i or. of it ; 

" !'i: r e e men r.;. r e SE;::.t ed . .'hil t ar:o1.:1er e:.p_.c:..r s tlc f c r ·; i he"'' 1 <..1Hi adc1resse£ 

<.c L!i btrJ i~ c ert l!.in f <..rm, t~:~ ~~n er_l drift of .Jhich i s li5 follo .. s : -

•.- 1 • t · · · t 1· s no~- to f i.lf il vo·. s ,· t..llci · ... i r s , ..:nc .. . ;r. i=. "' nen1;.;us $;.n 1 • 

i n1>.sm cil e.s 1 h ... v~ dou btlesE this ye ;. r l!l.f-1..e some V0'3S .• hich I ~e.ve 

1;ct f Llfill &o , ...nc ·~h ich I c:.n t1 . longer r ecoll:::ct, I b eg of you 

~n~t you wi l l bet me free fro~ t he s a!!le . I do not ir.deed repent 

I) .• nshe Shern p ... 3I .:.) i>inkaE Zolicie- 1.c . 114'. 
3 ) Aut obio_rayhy L e . I35. 
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cf 1.he good r esolutions to v1h i ch I have bound myself by these vows: I 

reper.t. ~erely of th~ f act, t n:.t. in mE.k ing- these n.sol utions , I did not 

a dd t~~t t hey were not to h~te t te forc e cf a vow." stc" Ther~ upon, 

" our ~t.thcr contit.ue~ " , he lith<ir~~\.S ;'rorr. ihe judgement ~s el:.t, pulls 

off tis shoee , and l!its oown on t.h1a b6.r e flcor, by which he is s upi.iosed 

t o bw:iis!1 hi::tself t l.11 his vows e.n s .... issolv ed. Aft.er h e has s:;.t fo r" 

sorr1e tirce , t.nu said e pr ayer ty hims elf, 1.!.e j u<iges bsgin to call aloud, 

"1'nou t rt our b rot her: Th e?'" i s n•:> vo .. , no 0 1;;.th ~ no bani shment ;,..ny 

long er , t:.ft er t hou ti.. ~t sub.:.iitt. ed thys elf t. t he juugement l!ise f ro!'_, 

t!Ie ground ~d come to me : " Thi1s they r epeat three t i mes, and with 

that tna can is at once sei; f r ee f1r on: hie vo Ji It_ ..... th~ t i n every 

sync.gogue. 1 ) ther ~ ~er e i ndivid ua1 s Etct. i ng e..s judges bef ore ·:mom ec..ch 

"' ew ~ould come to per form 'I.hi s rit e • 

. /hen .'li:.s t h e syne.gogue opened arid closed t .: J c ..n t ::.Jle it for 

g r ant eel, thtct since t te Beth :fo.kne:seth w1.s onl:1 us ed f or pr~yer it 

k s cloeed the g:re~ter p~rt of t he d~y • t>llY house or Jeth ~ru:ridre.sh 

• &ed L~ - Yesh ivt.h on oth.;r h(...nds, ~u s't hb.·11: be e?'! oµen all c~y . .le. 

.. ou!d judge that. t.he ordins.ry S eth Hereid r e..s h Jhi.ch cont~ined scholu.rs 

.. ho wer e suppoi-ted ir. o rde r tht..t t ,!1ey t:lL.y cio nothi ng but let:Xn there:.n , ) 

we.a likewise opf;n all d y a."Jd the .gr eater p:-:.rt of the night even . Yet 

:.:._ inon :?) tells ·1..s t. hi..::t th._ syna~u,gue ·sas closed a ft er ~ c ert;:;.iu hour in 

i.L dc..y-r; and since he stud ied in it - t h e Kabbal ah - it m~st h_ve been 

't re deth riamidr~s~ . lio.~ ever 'it ~ e, t h e eyn::.ogue i.; t'lust h1:.ve b<:Jan opened 

I lbio. f;,,:imori 's ;.utobioi- ri:..pby L c . r- I:. t. ' 
s ::..yilig he is going to anoth er synagogue. 2) 
3) kutobio&r aphy l . c . 

E"' tri..:d t o get cut o! it by 
finkas Lit~ l . c . p~r 6i S 



ver y ei..rly ir1 the mon1ing even befor e de.1;-n , i:. o :..-init the vu-i ._, J S Hebr otn 

wh .. p fo r •11e u their d · vo ti t.ns :.n the syn.,.gogu e before -;;ho;- ho1..:.r se"t f or 

puulic pr:...yer. 

h e sh<..mL.s h wc.s T.he functionary of t he synu.gogue , e.no i/ e must s 1.-y 

- te\i words about !.ill] in a udi<.ic..n to ·;:h ... :t hue llready i:::een sud in a former 

•h e t en:i ' she.::i&:t • b ,t re.rel~· r eferred -:c. tLt: & ~'Tit..8@8Ue !'luc .. :C ey 

:;.er ely. ;-e r :..nd ~uch t e r ms i...e ' s/1l.maE6i he:.r • - I ) cit y snu.iE.S!lio, 

Anci e t..ch -'eth Din 1.i:..o it. e sh wniah 3' . .t e oo noi 

fi no ti-!<>.1' e. S!Jef i 1:.l snar.~sh fo r 1' 1.c s.;ua~cgue ;;es r:..ppoint ec by t he pc.r nassi !:'.: . 

. • e cit/ or 1.e;hel Sh.:~sil c:.lso J;Jerfor· ed f t.m c"Li . ns in the s ynagoeue . 
' \ ..., 

-: Ii;; · ~11uh lopper might h"' ve been a special f un ctioni:.r y . r.vcordinr; T.o 

Ber cf Bolochow rie h i::.a 1:.. b i g :\ett ledr um ·;iith .vh ich he would anno 11nc :: the 

r:: -.1 r t• f pr<..yer , or ~.ie ho ur e:t .. hie:. work reust c e ee fo r ·t i1e s bbe.t h 

...'. s;.iec :.~lly i m,r:rt::ssivt. ·J .... s tr.is ceremony on ::ielichoth days - i.i: to t'en Days 

or ~en~tence . 6) 1/hen ilE woul d pancie i.h rou~): tl1e still dt:i. r k ways 

'I . 
c~y1ng ou't i n .10irc! tone~ t.!:e i...uv ent c f s1:: l ichoth . 

:. ~ -:.h e one to c:;l l out the ' TbJ:e.noth ' puolh.i1eci by the ' c+:iuncil ' or by 

-.1 . ~ Y.t.!. ~l t..nd tile :-:ere::i woula b~ r e::..d by h ir.i I ' Ir. f t..C't any wmo ... nce -

· .c.nt or ;ublic warning \l~s 'l!L<:: e b_ hi-.: . 7) TLe shrur..c..si1 !tad t o i r: f or o tbe 

i r.ci ividu:-; l conce rn ed or e.ny r ulir.g of Kahal ' s . I ~ 

r : P _nkas I-: ' I bid ~· E..T -: H ") J?:. n ~ -S Zolk i c \': Lit:.. l . c . t'~ - ., 
' L:e!!lo i r ~ c..f Ber l . c . 0 5) . t' 

' Tb i d l . c . rirJ: ;. s Lil. ~ .;1 £ 7 Pinb :.s Zol ki e .. l . c . 
~ 
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.... ff i r r:;;;:.ticr. of <. h e corre ct st;;..teme11i:. cf one ' s w"'c.ltli fc.:- purposes of te...x -

_ti ci: ,;,.s t <.:.6 en be: f or e t1.e sh<::.r.i&.s h .. no :...cte-. t..s Sticri.:t c.. ry of t he Kailul 

uici ·ur o~ e own t!le minutes . I ~:{ ::.;h r i m er :... ec z.y~~t. c.o cs c.ll uue s.,.~cifi cully 

1.0 "- S:fb"'-888116 hwnas h wh o .1oul d ~nnounce t he p r i c es of c:_-:.t:..i: les dur:.ng 

pr:.yers . Z} 
t }.ose 

~rrit:.ire cer e n:ozties we1·e k--r forn:ed • d t::.y s ir. -t lie co urtyc.rd of 

t:.e sync:gobue ..Jher e tt ' hu~cl.t ' - c: nol-!y - ,, ~5 trrect :;d for jhe c c c -..:eion . 3 

::,~-: <. •. e b ridcgr oo1 .. t.u.: S}Jeci~l ;rivile;:..;;s i11 1..ne s:rru.:.o5 ue Ole .1e h~.ve 

e.l r e ;:.d :t seen . Circ•- mciEionseems lik ewise t o tl<...Ve t een f' e. r f or med i;!ier e 

L- J::..!: 1-:·ec:.uy b e en cJ..:.scUSSC::d i :'l U f ormer Cl-JL.f)t-::r. ~\ T!ie ceremony o f 

; ' ;:, ns ""f 1. c • I:;-: .,.) < .. o-.. r:w by 'J..idc:rt!.t...'111 
3~ Pict ur e in .; . R \.mc e r- .det!.rot:.l ::.t1d syni::.i;ogue . 

< uell<:n;; chrift c~ Le . ! .! -. 
~' See t lso Pir.~~s 

"~th tht circ~~c ~ sed ch - ld Zolk.ie .. l . ~ . ,, : 1 5 .:n•.i. -~-i; s c::.ys t r. t -::i ie motr.e :-
. f L' l.J , 1.,1"' / t'IJI&. ~ ' l'eid i i. h:.s '.;e _ c~i chte m:.is-.. rise ~~ ~ r e 111.: pr :...yer / ' r' 

l.c. Vol I }J _ . ~ st ~i; es t i'.a.t :1 $olcrr.;...r_ L·~ r:. . ?' ericie.·ed e. dec i si-n t ..i suci1 e. .. 
I; f f ECt. 
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