f i \ _"‘-'_'rv:
LiFecrure o f 7Se _Y P79 <

F~e iy C-ch"—c'n’x

/ / 1#L .
B - A L @ /




= U \
Introouctory Essuy to Fhe Syni.gogue in PFolund 1400 - 1300

4 description of en) institution dueing = certiin time and within
e certein place wes ull we have purposed in the study ndertaken here.
But certein questiuns inevitauly suggest themselves in connection with
uny institution. These we propose tu comsider in the introductory
sssdi?}y Every humen énstitution must fulfill certein human demends;
end the particular_form of zny one is .he result of the pressure of &
tine during which end plece within which it exists. The questions that
suggest themselves then are: whuat demmnds did the synagogue in Poland
fulfill, why did iv assume u certain form, xhyxdid and, in these respecte,
how did it differ drom the synagogue in gener=zl. There is a furiher
considerctione Just as en instituddon is influenced by existirng
et.tic and dynamic forces, it, in turn, influences; syggests and makes
possible a further scheme, and crectes new dynamic forces. For further
gratification may be suggesied by the institution itself, giving rise
to new machinery to sstisfy un intemder demand, or changing circumsten-
ces creating new nveds, mey geend pLople tou the institutioq,i at =ll
proven sgtisfuctory in the paet, for further fulfilment. In wither
cese it must influence &nd determine to & marked degree the new forces

or movemente equated by needs plue the striving ¥u fulfill them Thess

generczl principlee sill prove Lo be admirably illustrated by the
institution we sre going to describe.

dn=t demends in general does the synagogue fulfill end what in
particular did the cre in Poland between the I6th and I8th centuries

fulfill! 4t the outset some prejudices must bu: removed from ths
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modern mind in connection 4ith & so-celled 'religious' institution

guch =5 a BYnagogue. v

ugue religioue needs or emotions are usually
postuleted wnd the churen or syne?ogue becomss the place for their
expressioneonce o week. These religious needs eppear to have but
little to do with enything human. Justice, fraternity, learning
&L= pro?inces aperts  Human instiscts, impulses, desires are not
religious needs, == the modern minu understands it., For gratification
of appetites one hardly goss 10 & modern synagogue. Not so the older
eynagogue. It afforded the possibiblity of and erected the agency
for, the gretificativn of almosi the whole Samut of human desires
and impulses.

dher. a Yew had 2 griavance against his fellow Jew, he could gein
redress in ihe synegogue, heving the rightho stop the service for the
purposes FPugnacity, self-zsseriveness and tie like as well as charity
and humility found expression in the synagogue. There you went to learn

' ’ ' y

10 gain distinction and honer thru Aliyoth or &t the armud,,to meet and
engege in social intercourse with your fellows. Joy znd merry song ss
well as sorrow and weeping weres to te found there. It was & field
of bettle (@ith scholurs wmongst others for combatents) = public House,
& club, made hurmless but uniting and sélidifying its members. And
it wes, et the same time a plzce for $cst_cy t«nd saintliness.

This is true of the synaogue everywhere in ell p:et ages =znd is
.specielly true of the one ip Poland. There its fuuctions becume more
extensive, more people enjoying inem, and more intensive as a result

of certain pecular demands, the FPolish synagogue had tc meet. This

#e heve to comsider further.



«t first blush such 2n acsertion would appexzr io contradict feacts.
it seems, on tlie comirury, thut the synagogue in Poland shrenk in pro-
portion, In other lands the synagogue Wes e0-exiensive with the com-
munity. In polerd it wes but part of the community, conmstitutding
erly ome of the activitiss of Kenul, wmongst muny others wiich included,
ek gutnering, distributing monopoly riphts- uﬁghhh'- super¥ising
suginess deslings, s.ttling disputes, cherity, hedth, meting out justice
s 80 forth. Jevish communities zlsevhere, undertuking only purt of these
ectivities, could group iheum zround the synugogue. “Smé ”erq,however,
few of tnese zctiviiies could be essociet«d #ith the synagogue. nd
even zhen some of them were curriec on in the synagogue edifice, such
as i1he support of scholurs who studiec tners, or ipe inflicticn of
punishment in or near the synagogue, irere were still the Xuhel's
rutier then the synagogue's concern. in fact. «e hnve evidenee
conceraing one city- COrzcow - ihel iliey looked upon the synegogue g&s
peart of thEEQ cherity wctivities. amunz the funciiuns to be discherged
by the officere of chariiy - e \‘9_9 1fcRE - wes clzo The—eme
of the symagoguc. Yery cloquent is tiiec fect thut the 4urdens of the
synagogue ‘\J.:Jﬂ,') /U A (A= dere nat th. le ders of tle community.
suey wers minor exscutives zppointed by the Farpuesim, the rezl Kahcl
lengers.

';"c-,".., aithougn wost of the communit; ‘e business wus done ouieide
thie sonegogue, it sepved grester numbers wnd fulfilled more of their
demands ihrn #4 vig elseshers, In other words this institution
becime in Folend more democrztic then it hsd ever been. The reason

for this we hive to seek in the field of economics.
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Joth during the centuries under review, wnen, except for Turkey,
., .rape, eest of Polund, wes but spursedly porulated by Jews. end svsn
during the preceding centurise wren theee were consider:ble numpers
t.eras - the Jaaiadaccup;ti v outside of Poland wzs money-lending.  Io%
<11 Jews, howsver, could be rich and lend money. M.e reat wer:z petty
troders of second hend oods or retainers, eom lhy‘ecclesiastic‘ gf zhe
rich momey legnder. lust of them were, probebly both. The well-tc-do
found, in the synegogue most of hie instincts gratifieds To the lurger
mejority of poor however, ihe synejogue could only serve us a meafds of
sratifying those eravings +hit re,uire no weultn for thelr gretificaticm.
Phere lie coulo pruy, 1s rn, zoesip but not gain distinetizn for instance,

nor met in wny wey thii would flomt the notions of the'zruct's A retainer
& flunzay, u pelty treder, Jith every ghrexd ol independence gone, =nd

trerefore mean-spirited, woula, .ithout protest of ui v.en and Ccourtgeous
asiure, resign himeelf to bis condition. Uns it might lead to saintli-
nogs wré scholarship, the rest would slip into indifference. bot curing
for homors or distinctium, naving Dul One concern, to collect a few
erumbe off the teblss of the rich, ihey dic not =ven svuail themselves
of th. SynuoOgus 8 © “,.ce of lecrning, by means of  hich they might
2 4 —_—

heve eevems Lne e unl of 1ie selthicet.

Far cifferent, nowever, wus ihe situatiuvn in rolind. Svery “ed
wee independent. e was either a propristor of = monoplys & steszrd
of an est.is, or un honorudle merchant engeged in imyorting und expott-
ing . e feld himself useful and respected. (It is only mecessary
to reed the memoirs of der of Selechow, who liveu &5 luie @8 the decline

- . iaY1Y & , o i

of 7folund to be convinced of thie'l) aven the lowest streiun wes

‘,_..-l—'——'—
1)5:e elso shuf 5o0lomon Memen he:r te sgy on the difference of the rolish
end ermun Jew - the indepencence end self-respect of the one and the ds-
graogtixn of Lt ha other.
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o of ertisuns end smell furmers, in the occupuiion of maither of
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sh is tne wirthive Racoidd |
#hooh 18 Taere anylhdng degriding or dimaging to self-respect. They

e ) . . ' : : '
11 therefore, without exceptiin. wsented tc shore fully in Jhiat the

: 2k n s res ) i : . g 2o
J-uzOgue sud Lo olfery &nc iU n.d everythnine o offer. The officisl

JeeSeCa8E y hOwever, wlthioug: sufficient to heouse &ll for pHuyer zould
v +5¢@ Witk t.e grealcr dsmand. Taere were only helf - w - dozen

w-wutl Oon t Oubbali, and these were bought up by ithe seulthy. Onl

= could pruy before the ‘amud', wnet they oid then dvo simpli, 1o

.2t iz synugoguee outeius ine official oncp.  This wes not eltogether
» —naovetion. For ias “erm.u; the “abbi would heve his privete munyun.

‘ne polish Jevw took full zdvent.ge of this precedent. ne Seth Hgmidrash,

the minyan, the Kleus multiplied ia avery city and townlet. The Petl-

ifice and beputifully deecuvrived, but empty,
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aft tu the welathy. Tiere stricet decorum wis enforced and individual-
iy cruslied, except for the few grect maen «ho hkud import:unt and expensive
eeals. ine rest would kuve to be cecorous nobcuies. The ‘clish veu

@id pot compluin aguinset tiec formal synsgogue. -le ignored it anc prayed

nd lserncd, aud got all ike nonours and mitswoth he wanted in his Beth

Hamidresh. ARG Woon e priyea he ¢id not huwvs to subdue his pruyerg to
tie grancedr asd solemuity of the Betu liek.eseln, e preyed Lnd expreesesc
is joy or lunmsnc. fig lgarnes, .6 uarreled, he uisputes; he wus churi-
teole, or sellish Or vain loricus or saintly: Io ghort; ne wus whet

JeCLu4EE it wes not & commm.ual bet his oun

He WKE, ia 6 SynugugLe.

effedr, b ovwo iled Lipself fully of the 2«ia Yamidrush. Bein; ambitious

\

1

ne used it for self-promotion through lewrning in which every  ew

vigorously enigaged.
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Hasinessiny S0, T Suel I1 weE JGEB gtitearded .nan =isaJniere, But hLe

doepenet end widened the seme instivution $hr \wh ine Seth Eunidresh,
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which becure the specillicell; Pollel ;wwish syneogue, wmeting the
. . = & F 2. . % T *
LOTuaier Gemands ¢f the Yiwe, vd of tng comditlon ofthe Jdeue.
; ' ; ;
Li;is process went oa. Vere zmiificctiong wce sC gt 2. The Bums
-Titutiuke SERrr > e *4. o a PLELST
we r - ¥ p Py ST X
ne ECOp6, Bty _CY¥e O eCliLBys Lied HOpcE new L_onily, o« Lt POWEDy

ere discoversd until consurmntion was reecaed in tac & ssidiyx Stlbel.
".e Polish synzogue wes gleduelly develeping Towerds, uud 28 recd;y
But in nddition o thne self- suggested grotificmtl no Tuere were

otgide fechors thet Lustened and oscided tilis sensuraeticge  Poveriy

tncressed . .erals 16 1ifs multipli de. fter I6=i, e vru of Bolwrd,
L .
specivlly i. the Eoulh epslgpurl, suS . genstant deager, avery Ita

3

- »e T.,.8re Wert FOgroTiE. =& WLS etmaermak- 1nlimiu. Leu. Such &

g s - L TRt IR o Jo.
‘ht uwve tWo effects. t would sive Tiee 30 &

st te of affeirs i
;21d coursge od deepalr eliernutin, «ith the most cowardly ferr. I

wauld develc; ;.charuchzer conosec of Lr.i:a‘uf timicily und Leneeness
LrveE woulc Lucome teubl, reuly Lo enup un, merenta ancther possitl:

2fact is that the 1ev goulc ,1fu“u, s & resuit of his conditien,

o

3
théroughly cowec X0 crushed, reedy wnd gluc o ive up lite - wilpess
4+ne Fruvkist moveuent.

Po cortinue living it Ju5 neCeSSery for the vew v Iind some

comgensation for his feur, dunger exnd &irenuous living. “& needed re-

lexption, relief, forgetiulness. Somewhere Le hed Lo discover & Sounce

of pcaer te countsruict his stute of utter dejectiin. E e h_d ¢ clothe
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hirgelf with ¢ nes Clgrit;, Finally he hud to find some wey of lettin

. ) = -
4008€, L8 1V Were, civing relief to his icut nerves, And 11 these

24 - 1 " ~ - & a g 3 2 3 pr
itel needs were fulfilied iIn his synugogue which beccme the Hessidic

& being superior io the world. Iz

~

“aEy OF _rayer, in tie cunviviality od scciul interccurse, hslped by

% e Yol ki — & - - ’ 2 1 r = = 3
thne Jikkun - e glussful ol sirerg drink - he Zaxghksz Sorzoet .u€ guined

rc. hope, Crie eletent, however, remeined in tle syragogue which tendsd
¢ communicute to muny Tt nepgitive self- feelin. uhich militates
cguinst sell-preservetion aweely, learning.Bet Te diguity coming there-
fro: cun, in the nzture of tus cise, Lu confined only to « few. Since

however. in every ves = dignity or pesitigve £elfl feeling n d c be

sevsloped to withstend his dejecti.p, tie citudel of lewrning h.é to be

. - -V = < 1 = " e . 3= = Pl mem e 1
undermined. It's importince Led to bz Cumuped snd its unfloenc. sheken,
Jrzt ste done. fecrning jecime secondar . & contrite heurt sus grester
Taen lecrning. an igrorznt mean's eufferisg e of more consejuence in

- :
Soé'e world then & Tulmud Chzclize In fuet, tuught ihe Besht and his

" A g ?é'r"“ i
rring too much. nd' 1‘.:.‘174!2:-31”::.65

bty
o
[
[
(]
4
o
L |
m
-
}
o
ot
o
i
[
.
-
}
i

= - . L=

i.. the world to come.

aftur this <hs E:,‘li‘.ga:'aur. in reland .é&wft'lru T. preserve iag Gelicien

&nd Ukrenien “ew :rg;.fzr;;L;ht. Juizrs conditicns were not sc herd,

where dingere s nri 50 wezny, as for inestunce, in Lithuinisz the syne

]
coguey remcined what il <ze and never becime ine Stutels

In tiue Loy of my «ork + have witempted hordly wore than & stucy

A s/ '!6
of =« cross stectivn, ns it were, of tie synegogue in FPelend. ~a4{&?¢-
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te set forth the details ..'r.ich’ pieced ‘.o‘_;etl;&; forms ike

psicture to be contempluted in itself and in the light of the principles

1

enuncieted hurec. Merecver tie foets should illustrctie the theories znd

constitue land merks along the roed of developnent. There is now
left for nme ,* e plessnuut duty of acknusledging my veast indettedness

tc Yrofessor S Paron, without iliose suggestiong, eid and encouragement the

following piece c¢f work would never huve been done.



The Synegogue in Pelund I6th - Ic th Centuries.
An initizl contribution towmrds & study of the sociel life of the
Jeus in the Kingdom of Polund
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Cugpter & Other Uses und Customs of the Synugogue pp T4 - B84
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GHAFTER I.

Architecture and =rt of the Synagogue in Poland.

Both the externel and intérn:l asuect of the Syncgogue in Polend
present interesting features peculiar to it. Je'll huve to Bpea:k of -u%vwe gy,
wn architecture and en art not to be found elsewher;/i“"’;tfure wa—du—ne '2:'-"4[ :c-
a few remerks as to the situation of the synugogue will be in pluce.

From the Telmud there h:zs come down & tradition through the Shalchan
Aruch (I) that & Synagogue is to occupy the most elevated position in
= town or villdge, and thit it must tover above every other building.
For it is not seemly thet the House of God, a ' »61)- !q)pp-) J:'af. &
lesser Temple, be overshadowered by emy other building. It cun only
occupy & positicn corresponding to thet of ihe Temple in Jeruszlem.
Thet such s tradition would be scruculously observed goes without say-
ing. At times and in certain loczlities the tradition weas cerried out i
though not without protests from the church officialu%) But, most

often and this fact spezks volumes for the condition of the Jew, it !

was permitted to rcll into desuetudef”) The Synsgogue in Poland is mno
exception to the almost universal rule. & hive no records of any
Synagogue thet .ctually rose above all the other buildings. It i
ruther surprising then to find & griter in the ‘'Rimon* Vol I. No 3.
wondering over the fuct thut the Syr;agogue in Druyz Lithuani= which
he visited, w s situzted nol on & high elev=tion but near thez river
down below. In fact the Polish Jewish €ommentators to the Orach
Cheyim distinctly pohmt outl the fact thet these lzws are no longer
re urded:"neither the one ubout building on the highest elevation.

E
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nor the one deuling with the fact thit the building itself must be the
tallest in the loculity.(I)

No indeed, there is retuer recson to bslieve th:ot the Synaegogue
building tried to be es little comspicuous us possible, that like the
Jew himself, it hid itself away und slunk into the obscure plices, into out
of the way corners and nooks so «8 not 10 be observed and rivel, Gwe
Tordd, the church. This we huve in the privile‘gea grented by J'n
Sobiéki in 1635 and repeuted leter in 169< throush .rchg§bishdy Lipski,
(<) to build or rebuidd the synugogue in Zolkies warning ugeinst build-
ing in too promimmnt = spot.(3) 1In fact it must even recede from the
street sufficiently to build & house on the spot ieft vacent between the
synzgogue £nd the street. And this we find in dact ,whenever we look at
a picture of an ol. synugogue, low builcinges attachec here and there to
it, which served often as the house of the Shamudsh or even the Rebbi. Yot
to arouse the envy or ire of the others hzs also been a determining
fector.

Yuny synagogues in certain loc litiss of the East huve been found
to be situated near strcums of water. There is cven reason to believe
that in Bebyloni. that was the rule.(4) The position of the Synagogue
in Druye alluded tc above is reilier srrcsiimg in this connecti.n. This
de belia?a}hosever}tn pe an isolated example, such a posticn being not
at &1l the rule in Poland, and Jus, in all probability, not deliberste

in the case of Druy., the only re:son being, probebly, thut the Jewish

-3 4
(1). vid cap. . Ip parale  [an (<) Repringed at the back
ofdzaber's D 24ls a0 ”MS.(B) iar from the church, near the Jewish gate.

(4) J Znc. art,Synegogue :
Crrconr //403)
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sectiun haprened to be necr the river,

S. much velue seems 1o hove been attichsd to the trudition concerning

the eminenge of the dynzgogue thut tuey <ould , =t leust, add & little to the

heignt of the synugogue whenever w taller builaing «es erected in the locslity

(1) They tried 1o precerve tie treditionm, symboiiégily, gt lezst. ksna this,

28 we spgall show leter, influenced tne style of obuilding. Some stuck a pole

onto the roof to express the ye runing for lofihess. This wae however decried

by tae euthorities (<) me cf no efflcmcy whotcoover.

This then the synegogoe wus, nuturslly built in the Jewish quarter,
near the Jewish gate, us the privilcge granted to Zolkiew reeds, wherever
the Jewish quurter happencd to be, in the cise of Lublin (3) for inmstrunce
.t tne foot of the hill on shich the custle stood., It wes not in un
eminent position, in fuect, riner jzolutes withureun from view, alihough
come of them were pretiy lurge. Un uauy, little additions to the roofs
sere noticeuble. Others flaunted bare poles.

Of course this description ls cnly appliceble to tne Beth Huknesetn,
vhe formal syn.gogue. The Beld llamidresh requires in this regard no treut-
went disntinct from =oy ordin.ry houses

There is @ notdon on foot (4 thai synsgoy.es were buili & little
lower taan the ground,; o few steps lecading down WO dagle- cntrcnce in zccord-

S, 5] v
cnce Jith tho well kno.n Verse in rsalms 'é’{‘.;ﬁ-*d,ﬂ f"',‘iﬁ?ill'ﬂ" ' From

the destas I call thae'ﬂe'..c. It {, however, exiremely improbails taat

5”? synugogues were uciually so puilte I found no sourc; for it. Hone

of the codes, nor commantators mase mention of it. Ii gnywhere,surely
(Bortonr. /f/f)f"‘?

*”"""7’ Ale P (23 led 7 Ale 4°C
(3) Die uuxenstndﬂfznblvnf!,uluoun !/ 4) Found ulso in asch's novel

detlding with Polisn Jewry K‘ddibh Hashiwn. -
5);;.;4 o&;»m.éam,w&_

(" ZM f 24

o e e foon 1 Moo ot Pt

|

— o |

-



Puge =.

surely ice ripngms of Lolkiew (I) when deeling with the building of its Syn=z-
gogue would specily concerning so importent & convention. The feet of its
silence on ihefecore uppears 1o me 1o be proof positive of the non-existence

of wny auch phenomenon.

Tre stone synwgogue seems to be cherccteristic of thellerge town.

Such cities es Cracow, Lemberg, Lublin, heve no wooden synagogues to show.
we are decling with the formel Belh Hakneseth, of course. These stone
edificies arc no different from similar ecificed unywhere else. They &re,
on the .hole lerge squire buildings, w th exteriors rather b-re though not
fobidding, but not very imposing or attractive. Round synzgogues, the
shupe in certain loculities, f&)or eny otner sapee diverging wuch from the
squere or reclangle, seem tu be found nowhere im Folanc. The bure «alls
ere relicved by -inco.s heving es ¢ rule Roman arches. The Synugogue in
Ostrogz (3yVolyric, hus « r.ther queint front fucade with g something like & |
frieze of cumiuvus shupe emerging above. From beth ends it rises in
concave wioves towerds the cenire, where a sort of litile chess picce

eticks up, merking the highest point of the building and perhaps symool-

ising the ol. tradition. Perhugs for the sume reeson yo. get the strangely

ghaed roof on the synagogue in Jieniawe neur Lublin, !4\ where behind & ‘

triangular frieze there rises terrcces ending up in s sort of ch;mgey.

PRI, '

(1) Published st the beck of Buber's amely 27p (2)J.E. Syneg. (
(3) 5ee picture in Ju.B. & in ¥ 2 5,2, D. IT. (4) Shown in Bilesban's

Lubli. pp 95 eebt——==—co-IilPpm




Fege &.
Every time & = new building we: builil & piece of musonry waes stuck on the roof
forming & little ledge: on the top of this wncther &nd so on, until & series
of steps were formed. This synugogue in Jieniawe ie quite pleasunt to look
et. The synugogues in Zaragrod 1) is ctually becutiful in ite exterior.
~gain its not the cctuel walle of the building itself but the additicn on
top which here looks likes paraphet or tether & cogkat running all round it
which mzkes the edifice beuutiful und stiriking One can't stop looking =t
ine liny mincrets, one at each corper di.licelely curved, or have encugh of
the imtervening cecoretiions in the centre of which there is « cupelu sheped
structure. Ii's ell perfectly delightful. ler. zlsc we find those little
shed-like¢ structures eti.ched 1o thc o posite sides of the mni%redifice and
somewhat merring ite effect. Jorthy of note zlso anﬁ presenting the seme
wrecthe-like stiructure crounu the top of the wells, is the synsgogue in
Zolkiew. &' Finding so meny syncgogues with parepets running 211 around.ihem
a1 the top, one can't help wondering us to whether they sctually did serve
murtizl purposes, such &g to ward off att:cks which happened but ioo often
zlso in Foland. We shall have to allude oelow to synzgogues thut served at
the sume time &t fortresses. Here also you have, alongthe top of ome wzll,
this time, litile toy téaers, s it were, sticking up., somevh.t comically.
Lhe three lurge windows on each of the four walls, filling them zlmost
entirely, with ihe Norman arches meke the exterior of this synugogue also
quite wtiractive.

None of the stonesynugogues wure unbesutiful and these few goutstanding

exemples are positively beautiful. Je certainly c:n't infer from any of them

Vo
1) 1§ ..J.Upll pplc. <) Moz 5.J.0. 1T pp 12
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& totel insentitiveness to beauty, to line and form. Whotever evidence
there is pointe rather the other wey. |

But it is the wooden synzgogue of Polend that has attecined to & certain
dame, having been of lste frequently visited and descrgibed by crtists, both
Jewish and non-Jewish. It is the inside, the peinting on the welle &nd ceil-
ing that hzs attracked wide attention. But also the outside is sufficiently
curicus to deserve full descri.tiong

Very quaint and curivus they ure, these wooden synzgogues, «with thelir
pegoda-like roofs. ~The stone synegogues hive usually straight roofs, with
the exception of the old synzgogue in Prague which hes a sloping roof. The
sloping roof coming up to a poinit like w« pyramid, very oftem, is cherzcteristic
of evefy wooden synzgogue even when they are not built roof on roof. The
£00den synagogue seems 10 be characteristic of the smaller town or villuge.
Those well known wzre in 1) Pogrebyszcze, Nasielek, Druya, Zabtucow, Jeblonowa.

We hove two synzgogues one representing the simplest in thut style and
tiie other, the most elebarcie &nd complux. ‘he former, is at Czieszowe M | s the
letter, ¢t Narow 3). The first is = simple stcble-like structure with &
single gebled roof over the entire building. The latter is & perfectly bezu~
tiful building with luyers ¢f roof one within the other, with side cupclze.

‘1moet =11 @f themheve these quuint pyremidel side structures with the centre
43 -

or m.in building looking for ell the world like & pagoda. .n interestdng
y s (L
festure of such synagogues =s those of Pogrebyszcze end liasielsk are the poles
eloug the entire front =nd sides of the building, supporting Walcanies.
They look es though they were stending on poles. This feature is quite striking
A M‘;—'

aqu:a£‘;4f L2~*¢494;a““‘;5‘v- “‘1’r -
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Fege 7.

LYost of these wooden Synzgoguee appear to have =z couple of storeys, & steir-
czse lexding frox the ground to the second story. The Synsgogues at Jurborg
Lithuaniz 1I) seems to hzve a syncgogue or chapel below &nd one sbove. It is
not conceiveble that the Syni.gogue was undernecth and rooms for living or even
lecrning cboves In the first pluce it was egcinst the lew to have anything
on the top of the Beth lizkneseth. Secondly therc wes = tendency to have the
celling very high, there being &5 many as thirty matrsgﬁfrom floor to tor of |
the ceiling. In the sbsence of any evidence them, viwitors who described
them strangely not slluding to this feature, I judge thut the steircases we

see in most pichlres led up either to some sort of balcony, though nd a

women's gallery, the tendency being to leave a part of the body of the syne- \\ l
gogue for this purpose, or it led to tooms on the side, not actuslly zbove the -
synzgogue space,usedas & residence or 8 & Yeshiveh. But this is &1l con-

g:ﬁigal end it is & pity that none of those who were in the fortunute posi-

tion of gettingfirst hund informaticn on the subject sew fit to sllude to it | -
end dispose of our uncertzinly.

This seme gdifice of Jurborg alluded to ubove deserves & little more

ettention architecturally. Although undoubtly belonging to the szme style |
of zrchitecture cheracterised by the pogodea-loke roof, it yet presents a |
marked difference from such & builcing us epy at rogrebyszcze. The letter,

like so meny other such synugogues, is ell roof. It begins quite low down '
und rises truncated pyramia after truncated pyramid. Th.e synagogue at Ju;horg,
however, has two storeys of perpendicular wall and only then begins to sBepe
upwards, come to a stop und slope again, ending, high up sbove, in =z sort

of little Greek temple, mede to appeer 8o, by the series of arched niches

that rise from the cornice of tie sloping roof just below it. These crched

& Dfe~ 33 . P
1)0st judische Sakrelkunst. A Grotte. 2) Osbjudieko—Sakmetnsi—icroiis.
- Hat. K vih Ak 3 L Larle
At |

_ |
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niches we alrezdy huve met in the stonme synzgoguee, where it was almosia common
fecture. Hers seems to be combined both the respecteble feastures of the stone
building end the fentamtic festures of the wooden one. In this building also,
it should be noted, the two side towers, ‘o common a fecture of UM wooden synagogue

are entirely missing, the outeide bzlciny with gebled roof being the only vestigicl

remzins.

That they built in wood is not surprising, this being : meterizl with which
the vusi and meny Polish forests ebounded. The smeller communities werd
contiguous tc the forests, from which the timber could, at 1ittle cost of energy
or money, be hauled to the village or townlet., In fuct s¢ soon as gcommunity
beczme more populous &nd richer it cruved floe & stone sdifice. 4itness the case
of Zolkiew which repluced its wooden for = stone synegogue. I) There, to be
sure, protection of life and velusbles wes also bern in mind. A stome build-
ing served such purposes much betier.

dood then wes nctive to Poland. I# this true of the wooden style of builu-
ing? dhence wes this unique Bmd beautiful crchitecture derived? Or wes it
originel, as to zll -uppecbances it is., dell, A Grotte in his peper "Ostj;kische
Sakrelkunst and ihre iusstrahlungen auf Deutchen Gebiet," aseserts rather strangely
that,i;:: Jargod?yoken in Poland by the Jews; the :rchitecture really comes from
medizvel Germcny, whence the Jewish refuges cerried it in the earlier centuries
to Poland. It is Germ:n-Romanasque‘, the sloping roof, so he claims, being
cheracteristic of this style of architecture. Churches were so built in Germany.
It isindeed strange, for if anything locks unGermen end very Oriental, it is

ihese very wooden Syncgogues. In the second pluce, their similirity to the

I) 1In privilege granted by Jun Sobieski - ir Suber's oagl; '-‘l"’;1 AL < /' ke
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houses of the Schlazg: or Folish nobil%f;aleJ:f“d7 ;
y $p rematked upon e i

However it be, it aprecrs certein thet Jews did not invent tris kind
of urchitecture. The vYeu hurdly hod tho leisure %o think out & style of if
aechitecturs. He took w et wes ready st hind and used it, 8ut to his credit,
it must be scid, thet he did not spoil by imitating . As with so much else,
he imparted to whet he took & homely =nd loveble aistincticn of its own.

Unoriginel as the sloping roof may be ( and it is not herd to imégine
thet this could be juite = common phenomenu} the pegoda effect wight well
hove developed =& the result of necessity. INot beimg =ble to build the
synugogue high up, they addeu from {ime to time roof ufter roof as wus
zlresady shown ubove; snd tune pogoda-like roof is, «fter ell, the main and
most interesting feature.

However puzzling the architecture of the wooden syn:gogue may be, the
stone one, however, Lresents no mysterye. ihen it nas an erchitecture to

AL)

"~
vell known fuct thut during the I6th and 17 centuries thers wes a2 good deal

spesk of, it is the art Lf the Hdensissence that is noticeable. t is &
of trevelling back and forth beteesn Foldnd snd ‘tzly on the pert of Folish
Jews. The renzissance style is noticeable in Ustroy, Zolkiew and cthers.
@ven the bzrozue is not _uite absenty The Goihic, hovever. Seenc to pre-
diminite, in the samu's ' Syn:gogue in Cracow, in the ¥gharshull's §) in
Lubligiinn in many evother, especially inside tie building where Gothic dom &
overurch the almemor and the other portions of the building.

Cne other style of Synwgogue building must be mentioned. Of unique and
tragic interest wrs iLnose syn.gogues built like fortresses to shelter the
Jewish populace in times of danger, wnd to word off uttzck by enemies. AN

outstanding exemple of cuch & synugogue is the one &t LubsK. £) The wells

Firars R, Lanoes L Formeas
m}%?ca’gw{'?/?/-r _9,.@""’““?({
N Sdn :

<) Derived from Aubbi Vols Issarles. Rabbx cf cracow” 3) A Solomon Lukia of
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fere are extreordincruly thick; ewnd the reguler military towers ere the strik-

ing festures, I)

Uf grestest importunce end intersst in connection with the wooden synegogues
wre the peintings on the walls wund ceiling within. Thet ertists and ert critics
snould &t the present .ime Le meking pilgrim.ges tc the viricus outlying villoces
¢nd townlests in fur off Gulicia or Lithumnia, to come back full of enthusicsm
for tae old Folisn Jewish urt is cert inly en emezing thing., Amuzing ccpecielly
in the light of ike genersl notions concerning Folish Jews. e take it for
granted thet they were keen Tulmudists. But tniz devetiia to pilpul, it would
eppear, should huve had just tHe opposiie effect, stifling any f=eling, any
cepirestion for urte. llo one woulc credit the rolish Jew with sesthetic sen=
sibilties. But yst here are these syr gogues. |

The stone synagogues, «ith few esceptions -uch ms the one ot Husistym <) i
built howvever recently, vo not wppeer iu h.ve beer peinted within. They |
seemed to huve preserved sometning of & :loistrel effect with their Gothic
domes and interlacing erches. It is confined ;lmést wholly tu the wooden
Syntg.gue.

The codes hive little i, suy on trkis question of painting the synwgogue

witnin. The fQ?P/t /M and the 4 G thopgh, would not have ire ornsnent-

ttion rezch all the way dovn. It must begin from & line just ubove the heuds u'
of the worsnippers so thit wttention be not districted 3'. The faet thut
tihiese Folish commentetors felt themselves impelled to remerk upon it, points I

Lo tne frejyuency of tie phencmenon.  And it cin't be said thet they frowned

|
|
I) I have it on the evicdence of en eye witness that elso certain synugogues y
in Crzcow, the Roma's end Fopper's, are buill with one exceptionzlly thiwk well
#ith holes &n it for cannon to_go through. <) Vid. ls#kp o _A2aR
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upon it. Rather, it appeers to me, they fuvourec it, sirce they do not dis-
cournge decorgticn but ratler indicute where it should appear, leuving but

&2 narrou sirip of well beure, In foet but for this strip and £ comparatively
smzll spot on the west wall, the whole syn.gogue within, walle and ceiling,
wes just one blzze of colour. The bare spot on the west wall was there in
nemory of the Desstruction /f-’ 9Af 9299 ' 1).

I shell follow the writer in No 3 of the Rimon - Zl.L.- who visited
the 0ld wooden synagogue on the outskirte of Nohilev and describedit most
minutely. This will afford & true index of the type of urt.

The first thing thut strikes one is the fact thel the painpings eppeer
on the bere timbers. There is no uttempt at polishing them. The ceiling
is like & veritable cone peinted up to the very apex.

Let's look &zt the ceiling first. Starting with the decor:tione just
on the side and zbove the ark, you huve & series of towcers, one above the
other, with deep red-roofs, and green domes end minerets, all resting on a
huge fish, spparently the Levicthen. Trees, palm and pomegrenats, stand
on eother side snd underneutn the fish ar lerge yellowish, with red spl:shes
th;;gh, w aves of zn ocdan. Going up higher &z blue sky esppears with im-
nurerzble stars. Looking round we see a ship in weter. Just above the
ark sppeur the inevitable lions in an harmonicus coxfusion of decorstive
detuils There aguin are the twelve signs $he Zediac, with the lion hav-
ing the features of u wistful mun whom the writer belicves tc h.ve been
the Rab. Looking ut on e of the walls we see, trees and fields and
enimels. On znother we find & eort of rolling tower, with birds flying dl1
round it, one of them, & stork, heving « serpint in its beak flying towards

s tres on which ther. is « nesy of birds. Here tnere are pictures of

1) folan. T prngegane. |




trumpets with Biblical verses containingkllusiona to them, buskets of fruit,
pelms, lions, fish, doves in zbund:-nt profusion with entire prayers, such
e tie Kidoish, filling certuin speces. They wre zll painted in domineant
colors, forming o most colorful h;réuny. It is rich, warm and melodious.

archuelogy is «lso douwwn upon for motifs. The north wall, for imstuncg
is amost entirely tzken up ~ith obects of the Yemply tradicnully believed to
hzve been there, such se the Venorzh, the table of Shaw-bre:zd and flowers
aguin end foliuge. |

Not &all ine other synugogues hive all these detaile. But thevericus
motifs are constani, as zre the gener.l color sdhemes. The lion, of coursz,
goes, without saying. Thers the stork is an oft repe ted motif, becczuse
of the righteousness traditi nelly sssociusted with thie bird I) This ie
zlso true of the dove. Pelms ere repeczie. because of their  conhection
+<ith tre Lulab: trumpets or Shoferoth because of ireir use on ihe Solern
Daysa The colors fevoured svem wvo be purple, vieclet, red, gr:.n blue.

The group of tewers in ihe syn.gogues of lopiler repecied very oftcn,
ie seeording Lo tue .rtiste' inscription, Jorms, meds Holy by Aashi's

pirth or residence there. Trne city of Jderuszlem also is an oft repeuted

motifs The rol inz toser wlluded 1o -Leve mey 02 weck's arg ug it flosus
o woters anyhow L0ih s Xk &yp€.TS often, so =1lso does the Garden of

Eden; &1l the furniture, that finoss & plece in the holy beoks «ill sppeer
sume.sere in ome synngogue or znobrier.
Tie syn.gogue in llohiler dous not happen to e very lirge, out .s 2

r.le the wood n synagogues are  uite spuci.us =nd lofty, & height of 3

Y Aushi in commenting on the ilebrew nume od12h , s ys she iz so culled
because she scte ri hcously <&tT ier compunions.

prbebs
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to 5C meters, being quite & common phenomenon,

Looked &t microscopic:zlly, the drguwing is poor. The deteils are very
cruue, reminding one of the crude drevwing znd peinting of the middle ages.
But as & whole you find yourself yieldinmg to it, entirely sbsorbed by all
this strangely harmonious color. There is no classic simpiciiy and serenity.
Therz is a barbaric profusion but it is an cxtremely pleasing one. It is
en sbundence of strength snd emotions, of wealth of feeling end sentiment full
of deep and rich song.

Who now were the artists who so worked as to amaze their modern collwagues!
In many cases we cun not even trace their names. Somewhere on the walle, in
amon: st the decorative deteils appears ithe name of the artist, and that is
¢kl we know of him end somtimes the yeer in which he worked on thet building.
From similarity we judge thet m}so other synagogues were painted by the same
mens It is belisved, for instance, that the synagogues &t Horb and Kirchgﬂz;
were built and decormted by ‘the szme men who built or painted the one at
Jablonowz. I) The artists seem to have been plain folk, everyday Jews, with
a turn for carving or painting. The builder wes actually a carpenter with
peccasionally a capacity for dmawing or puinting.

On the west side of the synagogue at Jobilsv, there is &n inscriptiom
of the artist's, between tow lions which meads;" By the hunds of the worker
engaged in holy work, Chaim son of R Isaac Segal of Slutzz" <). The date
is the eerlier part of the eighteenteenth century. This men is responsible
for two more synagogucs, one zt Kepesia, and ihe other at Domhilev. There
is a iegend attnchéafta bim thet after he finished these three synugogues, he
fell from the ladder and d%ad, as if with the completion of his work, there

WS no € rezson for lifel3) know the name of another artist, the name

///9 Ho 3’;;19_1{///&# 2) ja/« / 0/7"’7 r\, 13/ /6\
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A
uppearing in the synegogue at Jablonows, I) Susman of Brodie. Around him no

legend hzes been woven.
The fact thet some of the artists were remembered by the people and rem-
ombered with awe is indicative of the impression left by the art and therefore

by the artist. In other cases the art and the artist seem to hz¥we been too

much a metter of course, to hive left uny impression.

1) Tha
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CHAPTER «.

Kinds of Synagugues.M@W

dnen we, thus far, discussed the architecture and urt of the synagogue,
it wzs only, as already indifcuzled, the formel or {fficial synagogue known &s
the Beth Hakneseth, ihat we had in minds This wus not, hosever, tha most
popular place of Jorship. ; smzller town such as Zolkiew had only one of
tkis kind while of other kinds there were = grezt many. And thui one was
usuglly empty. I) A much more freﬁuenten institution wes the Beth Hamidrash,
literally to be translated a House of Learning or hcademy, but really serving
meny purposes besides lesrning. This and every kind ¢f syn gogue huve no
business whatsoever with archit.cture or urt except for a few of their contents
that might be bezutiful and artistic, such as the Toruh mentle, the ark curtain,
and some other object: that will be described later. But shut they lacked in
beuuty they geined in tuns wimosphers: of intimecy, goou fellowskip and cosiness
found there.

A mere House of rruyer was never populer with Jews, &8 perhaps il wzs
never very popular #ith zayonc. They adorned it an. yeautific. it and left
it severly ulone. Te t.s formel syn.gogue the code %) tells us, we musi
conduct ourselves with tue greatest reverence. There we may neither eet
nor gosei. sleep nor loiter. " In the House of Study, the Beta Hemidresh,
on the other hend, we may 4o 411 tnese things, 2) and full cdvantage wes
tucen of tnese privileges. Bul w10 loarning wes vigorously &nd often
violently pursued in tiais kind of synagogue.

~thpp ""Gc" digam o A/

) Fj Zolkieys-
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T B Mikne T y
The Beth llekneseth was ulweys & communi) affeir. dvery nmember of tie

comuunity hed to cuntribute towurds thie outlay exp:ndeu v on ii's buildiag -
—ad to itz upkeep. Very often tne Seth Samidrash wes communz:, IV but just |

a

e often it wes ulso priv te, n:longing to =n individuzl who w.de it tae

hecdquarters for his schollurly sctivitiss, or ko .ad « joy in thr aing it

open tu .11 wro mey wish tc come in znd priy, lewrn or enguge in soeicl

istercourse with his fellow Jese. uhen tie ‘Gema’ &) Loshun Folk Cohen,C./f09
Ll fﬁ P

toow o e Lemberg, his futher - iu- lew built him = Beta Yemidresh

cnG supyported desciples sho flockeu t2 him =nd studiec in it. 3}  Sinece
this inecitution wus u plocs of lawrning it wus charicterised by iis numerous

shelves of books coatrining the lore of the Jsa. &)

T e ; ranEeublo—term—tor—Set ST
~ = T Lt S—Termr—ror—oTeT L L=lle

Jhe Sewe—seyer—UTITT TSl ST Ut TEvE_BEL St
W P Seahairnd - &

+-

s 8 ¥ 3 -
Tne 3etin Humidrzsh wes less exclusive.  Anyone could come in zno do almcsi

inatever he wanted. The Yeshivel w.s confined ulmost exclusively to the
Bechurim, tne formel uisciplss, yputns, whc were to be found in every pluce
Jhere inere was a conspicudusly learnsd nizi, 6) ms w<us the cuse with the Sena
Jho wee nct yo- & Rab thes Tae scholars did not troudble to travel elsewhere
10 praye All the pursphanalle of peayer znd rituwl were there and they
recited their public prayers in t.de sime spot ahenever tue hour arrived for

Le fo -7l

1) Such as tae Communil Beta Humidrash in Lublin mentioned in Balavan's'Die

Judenetadt von Lublin'{  .nd we knov of such institutioms in e.# every

toun wlluded io in ertieles under naxzes of verious towns in any ngsh Sncy - |
clopedims &) gro ! ety Arig e ) U Vid Buver s/- |
under Joshuz Fallk Cohen. -.‘ See picture, for instence, of “eth Hemidrasn ia

Lublin in Bulsbun's Die Judenstedt von LublingZ o' In Ustrog the Yesnivanh Jas
in the Klaus, 7 2¢eff Mg A€ anc this das & cormunal mstlhtmn. 6)

Finkas of uith.l!l.‘l .!.:.J‘i etc.
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iheir recitation. I) The cuthor of the n P A ’?f& W ﬁ refuses /6{0
to prey ia the synagogue where ne sould be disturbed, zs he says.

Thers were chzpels even moure private in neturs, &lso called sometlimes
Beth Hamidreein or just ¥inyanim 2). The+az %) eays 5 he had & private
Beth Hemidresh on the top of the formal Syncgogue. Beer of Bolechow in his
memcirs tells us he set apurt the top rcom of his house zs = Betn Hemidrash
for his futher who wis too old tc walk to the regulur 3eth Hamidrash morning
cnd evening. Avery Rab had his Winyen ' 6) to seve nim the trouble of going
to awny other syncgogues

The Betn Hemidrush wes sonetimes slso known .s 'Klaus'.  Some of these
'Klsusen ' Wec.me famous, zs the one at Brody, 7} anich wes the favourite
resort of « few generstions cf schol.rs known as the j!/{-:'a ,/Jf" 83
Jhen the Hassicic Rabbi Jacob Isauc settled in Lublin 0) he kept himself
in a privete Seth Hamidrash thel bec.me femcus zs his Klaus. It bec.me
& fevourite term of the Haseidim. Ferhzps a Kl .us cume to be considered
the grtrering place of distinet little cligue. another term mede po-
puler oy the Hassaim was ‘5tubel”. Since they could not cerry on their di-

ffereat rituzl snd preyers in the ordinery syn:gogue, tiey used any kind

of & room - otub - tc do «s they wished. Here preysr becuzme = highly

emotional performunce I0) zna ther. was drinking and dancing. Tt was

¢
./f1"'

a regular club M e Sl - (.&2’?‘“@
é;.;m 3, 46? .Z.c p LE3,
1) p

Wmisel's Geschichte der Juden in Pclen "Die Jeschivah diente uls Syn-

& f i"Cj"\
Lgos ueinoeemw & /5/ *’“%P [rM—- ?rfcar"?B'

Cmp zlso I hbrehan's - lhddle r.aes. %4999) 3‘ dvery house mlmost was
e little conventicle sgys Pink@s of Zolkiew: !f',i(w.)fc [ 1o J' ?6 yas

115 fep e Winves is & guorys of ten. =) S
- A Devia. H-Ef, 5) ‘/Ju....r o """J'- G) {‘\.’id Pinzme Zolkisw n—é'egbme‘!
. brannems reports he seme of the Ge:men Rebbis in hie
Liddle ;.E,es,& 7) nl':O the Kleus knoyn s the Great in Ustrog. ‘."id,“'nid{, 'ﬂﬂt
#7 . Biew frdelyf . 3) Gelb r's "ous ax«-l?ahrhund rte’ pu<é. 9) Vid Balaban's JJJ.E
Judenstuat von Lublin ' IO} id #7A of | Crucow 1;1"“&1.3* ein’s ! JIU{"’? ‘)9
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rme.l syn.gogue wss to bes more
~
regered than any other, nothing except proying znd leaﬁlﬁg beiag permit-

Int-resting it is thut thoush the f

ted, yét it was deemed inferior in res:ecct 2f holiness. The code --,69/“'

P rih - says so distinetly I) futner we mey turn & 3eth

et )

Hekenesth into & Beth liemiarush but not vite versa, <) chowinz that

c
Ha
1]

lazttcr where =lso sleeying und even zossiping is Lermitted is superior

wo t.¢ former.

Occasionally it ap.ewrs the vuricus guilds of artiscns had their

0WNn SYNagOZuesS. Brluban wlludee to a synugogue of fiﬁ )6/
o
* o "l' - F ol
saald- servitors -- and - synsgogue von Lurscaaer 2) i Bynap.gue o1 T

tuilors 4) is mentioned &n the Pinkuzs of Zolkiew. 3
The last synugogues uentioned were &ciuzlly trnus named. ss often
synugogues were built by privete individuals znd donatco to the city,

tnese were ofien nameu ofter tic donor. ‘hus we hgve Popuser's syna-

zogue iu Crucow. O The formzl syn:gogue wes known often simply as

the old or uhe liew 7) In Sracow the llew Zunsgogus is alse czlled

* o

) AL f € 55 DN shh 26lp AP?P :lthough n.t even &,
.:etn Lgmiurssh coula be built on the top of = Beth Hfakneset.h 21 igp 4 ¢
%) Je. éJJ Al 3)Lublin l.c. p. 6. e found seversl

lunivsyn=gogen p 94. rrofesscr Szrom remurked ih 1 P bty s
only & name it went by znd doss noe indiciile t.:z iype of .~orshipper.
2} In recent yeers ulmost every tosn in Russisz und Foleme hud it's
workingmen's syncgogue. Luse of “oscow tells us in his memoirs shich
gppecred in "Tne Yorgen Journzl' guldisned in se. York that the Kelmer
Vupgic preadhed in 'tm:. teilors' rynmugouse ot Moaslh, I wyselfl visiteu
& luilors' synzpgogue in husiziyn eft. 5) pp II3 V] ovgly o3P L
o) Vid r.H.@etstein': _Afu/p?f' l.c. pp I9¢ C. The KWri-
elnik lio <. hus en article concerning one Berek Smulowii: wno doneteu
such @ Synzgopue 7' In Pinkas of Zolkiew - ppIId 'apt_j a7~ 1l.c
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the Rema's I) after one of its greetest Rabbis, Rebbi Moses Isserles, in
whose time il wus built. ¥ery often would & synugogue be ihus nemed.
This is true of the Usharshel's < :ynagogue in Lublin. Sometimes it
would beur the ryther strunge neme of Hign - 2/93» Jona )
.novher curious gppelaetion is D2 gﬂﬁiiupp& - which hus feference to &
fund used for charity. . synsgogue in Cracow was thus named. 4) In
Lublin there is & 'Farnes Schul 5)

The Privete Beth Hamidrasn would naturslly be known, vy the nampe
of ite proprietor, such as the Taz's or inhe Sema's 6) Jacob Isauc of
Lublin known &s the 'Choze' - Seer - wusfto be found in his Klaus, as
elready mentioned ebove, known z& the Choze's Klaus 7) In the Pinkas
of Cracow we Come BCross synazgogues known as Rebbi Yekyl's and Rabbi
Eisik's €) This would lecd us to believe theil a synzgogue wus almost
& second habitistion. If you went to see R Yesyl, you o To his Beth
Himidresh. There you find him or your cronies. You snaici & Borchu,
& chepter of Mishne, or you discuss business, communzl or private. A
aynazogue wes an intimete aff.uir, = club, sometimes & certiin individusl's
private hoge minus wife or other females. No wonder thie kind of syna-

gogue wes frequented and +the formal kind deserted.

1Y 1In J f:,/lf; P l.c. pp 199 4) R Solomon Luria,
Reb of Lublin ISIO - IS73. 3) _},1;_,4:@1 l.c, p Iz.
&) ib. %) Belsbun's Lublin l.c. pp 66. Y See a.bove

) Beleban's Lublin pp &f. )  See / Az

£.H. .ctstein pringed with A/ f_;//qi) Lac p 100 In Cstra
there were the synagogues of R Samuel + Joseph. Vld'/@g {.% ?ﬂqt
by .. Biber )Berditchev I%07)  py a7 s. o
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Apirt from the peiniing (. the walls inside some of the synugogues,
internally they &1l looked more or lese ulike. They were all &5 unchurch-
like &s possiblcs  Un th-e uhole they presented an unpolished, disorderly

cpyecrance, with thzir rough <ooden benches I° EOVh;QQ rerding desks, known

&5 'Shtenders " <) ana in tne Beth Yamicrssh tzvles littered with old

tomes, 2 ) and rouyh wooden shelves <) with books. At night with candles
pefore euch lecruer, it must nuve 199KE8 eyen groiesques And yet judge-

ing from ihe fact thei humen beings felt free in it to do cs they liked,

cnd from tane very disorder of tue place It nust have been very cosy snd .r
nomelike.
In wue centre was the 3cueh or -Almeror 3° In the lurger synegogue H

it w8 quitc an Eleboreve effeir, witdcuriously srought i tes an. cerved

pillars, Roomed cbove '

The ark zlso ves occusi rally e work of art.
There rre some fenuus arss cescribed in the "itteilungen zur Srforshung
Juciscner Uenkstler' snd elsewnere. Ti.c wrk curtein was scmetimes beeu-
tifully smbroidered in muny cclours o« 7' The curtein was cccasionally

ihe work of pious women ¢) who often used their shabboe a.rons or closks

for this purpose. @'  Uther urt objects of the syn.gogue were the syice

1) Pinkes of Zolkies l.c. 3 c%. <) Ib. 3) Picture of Zeth
fpmidresh in Bzlwben's Lublin. 1l.c p 66. 4) Ib 51 Jicture
in V2. Audou. Tal pa35. 5 Ficture in Buleben's Lublin le.ce. = 71

&no author's descri. tion p %=. i Juses Isserles known as Rareh ) fumous
febbi of cracow diec 1573 insists on Semah in centre f.rucn Chayin +esJ$0-$
t) See piciures of Cracow synugogues .n Jewish .ncyclojpediu.ofdso of
Fehareshell's sygh§@Qiin Lublin in B.lcban's Lublin l.c.p 76. 7) Vid
neufmen in Jewish ,ueterly Review Vol I{. and o Kraus in Bloch's Jochen-
schrift Ic¢96 pp 91, 8) GChavoth Jair paregraph 161. Teghu¥eth """&d‘..
PErggroog 17 whoee author ie A Joel Sirkis , Rab in Ceacow. Died I640.

c

ip
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pox, the Toreh mantle I), the crowns on the Toreh, the Yed or pointer
end breastplete for the Torgh. UMenorers, c ndelabrus, ere often re
presented in description of Synagogues 2).

Sven the “eth liskneseth, which w:s purely & House of Prgyer had
books - Bibles, Humeshim und Gemerss or Mishnayot 3) - books whose mspect
wes quite in keeping with the general eppecrance of the synugogue. Some-
times the pra?ar books = had their tilte poge decorsted.
4n injunction ageinst il on the score of distracting the worshipper wes
necesmary 4

For the Chazan or recder, there wes & special desk or'Shtender’

5) and many of the

necr the ark celled Amud - ~ 4’0
worshippers had their own "'Shtenders" €) or for those who hed seats

nevcr the wall ther: were wooden boards aettached tc it on which the proyer
book or book for study was pleced.

Everyone except the very pooores¥ had his own sezt or plece - in the
synagogue in zccordence with the injunction of the coces that a men acjyuire
e parmanent seat for prayer or learning 7) Between the seats, just places
on the wooden benchies of bout one cubit 8) there wase thin partitions
known as pq; 93 . e) These sests were peid for, a)

I Beautiful reproductions to be found in the Mit z. £.J.3. 7, E.
%) See Balaban's - Lublin l.c. pp 80, 81, B6. Also im Mit, z. E.J.D.

Vols 7, &. 3) Vid. f/{ feigP— 4)_RY¥o { Rumsh)

Urqeow died I571 says oufsm Jirhh /il Arovom  pihS  513( 3/oh s e
For Lhe szme reason you ure not to come too gaudily garbed. b ’

5) Pinkes Zolkiew = el o &t b l.c. pII&. Ee

did not stand on the Bemzh, wnere tne Toreh wes reed and proclamastions

mzde, see below. See also - wdartelnik = Picture #f cyRRgegve 1

Sandomer - o I. I9I¢ - I91I3 8) Pflk&k pp II5.

7) Vid Crach Chyim ©0 I¢ zolkiew l.c. pp 90

9) Ib 10) Ib.
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From the Finkes of Zolkiew we even know of the prices paid for pand een
gain =m idee of the velue attuched to them. The most expensive seats
sere t.ose on either side of the erkialong the East ¥all, In the Syna-
gogue at Zolkiew we learn from the same source, 1) the ark wes not in the
middle of the ezst wall, but was pushed ower to the morth wall, lecving
only cne seet in the north east sotmer and room for & Menorah. This

seat was peiced st 50 Polish gilders. The seats on the other shldd of the
ark fetched 30 Gilders per seat. Prices. for othere were 30,'15 and

I3 gilders. #e can_judge of #heir actuel Walue, from the fact that the
Rebbi was paid 300 gilders per yeur, <) this being considered & sum
sufficient for en important personage tc live on. Thus the most expensive
cubit then wes bought for ubout one sixth of & decent income. A good
many disputes must have arisen &8s & result of the perticuler allocation
of the seats, since it is recorded in the same FPinkas, they were contem-
plating voing away with the selling of seets zltogether because of the
resulting violent quarrels. 3)

- The pinkes further telle us that in order to ensure abolute impur-
tiality in settigg a price upon the various sests, four gentlemen from
neerby Lemberg were asked to come down and perform this task. This was
& new synegogue they were building and the se:ctholders of the old syna-
gogue asked for seuts situated similerly. Londays and Thursdeys the
1) pp 8% Zolkiew Finkus. A, 2) Zoikiew Pinkus l.c. p I03. ib From

J.7, Coxe &3 his truvele in Polund we learn & Polish gilder or Zlot. is
ebout sizpence. See also remarks by S Dubnow on subject Pinkas Lita

p 341 3) Ppaly 207 Lo fhF Flh6 Aol ﬁ
Ky MGl Cz—’)i3n lp preo S 130
J’/ﬁvfa
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Seals were sold and the money collected by four Gabeim I) appointedfor
the purpose. That no men could buy more than one seat for himself ),
demerves to be mentioned as indicutive either of the democratic principles
thet reigned or of their concern for the lcw thet required "Thet esch
individual hxve a seet 3)

The mppearence of the lest wall deserves somewhet coleser attention.
‘he ask wes usually epprozched by ascending a couple odf steps 4). It
wes Plenked on wither side by cundilabras suspended from above 5) From
the pineks of 2Zolkiew, it would sppeer that they stood on the fdoor 6)
Cn the other side of one of the menorehs wes the readers desk, Then
cune the sests of the Rab end important members ofthe community facipg
the rest of the congregation. According to the Ramsh 7) the r=st of the
congregstion should be seated on veenches running parallel to the esst
well, facing the eczgterners. In Poland, however, this arrcngement was
not by any means universa®., The writer in the R‘mon No 3 who vieited
the syneagogue at Druya and Mohilic found benches only along the walls,
the space in the middle remaining emply 8).

The situation of the women's quarters now clamis our zttention.

ie read of the women'tquarters as wzbove the synagogue, probsbly in a sort

1) Commynuel afficials who hed to do with momeys ﬁfinfr?
- (8

€) pp 90 'Pinkes of Zolkie. l.c. 3) faw it appears
hough from the Cracow pinkas in deistein's_/i uf/?"' 1l.cI5that one man
hed two or three. pleces. 4) See phcture of 'syn in S:ndomir in
cuertelnik No I. s) Ib 6) #lso from Beleba's

Lublin shope of menorah shown pp 792 l.c. 7) R Moses Isserles femous
Rebbi od Cracow died IS7I Orach Chayim I50.5 This sarrangement wee tikue of

the e ogue in Lemberg Picture in Y,z.E.J.0J. Vol 7, ¢, e 41.
cg Sz:aﬁlﬁo picture: ogf synugogueg in -haan Luﬁlin f?%. pp €6, T1
The same appears from the description of the synegogue in Zolkiew in the

Pinkus 1.C. although perhaphs liter ihe more moderm arrengement which
follows the Ramzh's prescrijtion wes intorduced.
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of gallery. I)  The writer in the Rimon elluded to zbove found in Mohilev
one wing of The synagogue set ..-Dt*or women. There wes & wooden par-
tition between this portion and the main body of the eynagogue, with a
slit in it where the 2) stood. Nome of the wood~-
en synagogues described hed galleries for women. In the instructions
for the form of the new syregogue at Zolkiev in the pinkas, there is no
mention of a gellery. The wozen's quarters sre referred to as if it
wes pert of the syncgogue pertiomed off 3) e doubt if there l;ll
meny synegoguee with balconies for women.

Une object to be founu in certain of the synzgoguee must be mentioned.
Thks is the "Chair of Elijah", 4) on which the 'Sandek' 5) sat during
the rite of circumcision, which, in the period we are describing, used
to bte performed in tne synagogue 6). From the reproduction of one
such chair in the hﬁnrtalnik 7) belonging to the synugogue in Pinczouie€,
it zppeers thet much artistic ingemuity was expe.ded upon it to meke it
perhua.8 the m.st beuutiful piewe of furniture, &t leust in the synagogue
elluded to,. This 'chair' hes two cushioned saats; one prosédmably for
the inviaihlo.Elijlh. The beck is eluborately carved, two curtzins
chisilled out &t the top, drawn back, leaving exposed a circular spece
bearing an inscription, the only words of which I could cicipher were
" todie € #e> A Crown epiecrs ut ise epex of the cheir

-

I) The suthor of ﬂ'*p‘) {d//( lrl‘?(‘_ l.c. describes the women's
quarters in the Jerge synagogue of Ustroz ir the following words:-
Ay 26 difs  rrts an;rﬁﬁﬁ_ as _haoth @9n.

From this it appears there were & series of balconies not only on the

west well but slso on the south wall too. <) Asort of & woman
reader - compere Israel Abrahems Middle ages pp <5. 3) Bulaban refers
to the women s part in Lublin l.c. p 94 .s cgcuping one third oi the main
body of the 'Usharemschule' 4) /';);7/: ] 5) The one

who holds the child during circumcisiun. 6) See NroNF 2651 D2

7) No <. ﬁﬂ:TE;?ESE:ZH
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supported by gilded ezgles.

0z entering the synagogue one found oneself first in = sort of vestibule
knowm ac the “Pulish". Here public prayer would often go on at the same
time, occesionzlly, thit it went on in the mein synugogue.I) Probably
lzie arrivsle would Yorm a 'mi.yan' iners.

The peader so far got =z notion, mor: or l:=ss zdequats, of the mppearancs
of the synagogue bure of humanity. The picture can not be complete unless
he cin also visualisc it with its dwellsre. I say 'dwellers' advis=dly for
it can not be too ofien emphesised thct Jews were not mercly sorshippers
in their synegogues, excspt it be at the be:h Hakneseth, shere us al;;ady
shown cbove, few would be found end then on Saturdays and Holidays in thsir
best clothes of courses But being in one or another of his "Tents of
Jacob". <) ulso every diy in the week, he could be seen there in his
oruinary worked.y clothes.

A piciure in the quartalnik of z Polish Jew in the eighteenth century, 3)
zlso the pictures taken from life andreproouced in Hollanderski's "Les
Isrealites en Fologne" gives us = pretty good idea of what J:cws &n those
centuries looked liks.

For headgepr they wore tall, straignt fur hcts, %) often mede of -very
expensive sabel 5). They were gzrbed in long upper co.ts reuching down

to the ground slmost, which were taken in by a girdle. 6) Sometimes

I) The pinkas of Bolkies L.C. compleins againet it pp IIZ. Even to day
on a Shabbeth taey would reud the Torsh in the &,(70 i: permit certain
individuals to0 enjoy an >y (ap calling to the Torsh'

2) From t:e Biblical verse interpreted as referring to the H.ouse of Prcyer
or Home of Learning. 3) :PIDS. %) Cilled by Jews 'Spodik'
5) via  [¢6)[ NPy o0pa2 (Pinkae Lite ) Sdited by
S.Dubno. (B8e 1in I945) 6) uertalnik vp Io5. These were and still
are kno.n os Keftuns.
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the wppermost coat would heng loose like a long cape and sleeveless, the
virale appearing on enother lomg cozt worn just underne-t*. T\ The

Coute clsc of fur are elluded to 3)
upper cozls Were often madie of silk.;.}nprob; bly ior the sinter. The
girdle or szsh wan,_it eppeers, « very colorful =rtigle of clothing,

woven of gold and silver ithresd. &) 1In most of the pictures the 'fringed

gu:ment -//D-J;.) TP?ﬁ - is not visible, appearing only in the

pourtreit of the Hassid repro uced by Hollanderski. 5 Sreeches,
stockings «nd low shoes, ihe first two visible only when the corners
¢f the long upper germents would fall back, c{mplete the picture.

Polish Jews during the period under discussicy could hardly h.ve
mud:z « shebby, siovenly, appewrence, &s they did in our cwn time. garbed
es we h.ve described trem, end imitating ile PolishNobility. TFor whet
e nave described is zlso true of the 'Schlactziz'. Even the 'Yarmulksa'
worn underneath the tell fur het, wes originelly feshionable zmongst the
nobility. 6) After the Poles hed long disc rded their originel costumes,
itae Je.s still were loyel io them.

50 addicted were the Polish Jews of owr period to rich garnents that

'Tukanoth ¥) nud ts be published repe.tedly, without much apparent effect,
=gainst donning $o00 expensive and rich looking clothes. Beginning with
the Lithucnien Ho:d of 8) there were injunctions eguinst the wear-

ing of Samet. 8) the weaving of pearle inro women's gurmentis, egeinst

I) L. Holl-enderski'Les Israclites de Pologne' (Paris 1843) p 2II.
2) Pinkes LIte per. 339. 5. 3) ib. 4) ib 5) In Lbe Isrulites
de Polgne l.c. p. 2 znd I. 6) J. £. Costume. 7) Pinkas Lita.

8) Ib. item I79 s. A:,j,};;b 2ok Vo2 /Y r/‘rz V74 Clpo Qe
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damask and against anything geudy or too rick. This refrain keeps on
throughout similar and more specific ‘'Tekanoth®' veing published every
fei yeurs I). Especially f:voured was @ sort of ornement used on certain
erticles ol clothes celled by the Lithuanimm Pinkus 'Gildenstick, 2) something
thet hos to do with gold. Of e sifilar nature are tae s0ld bands
ér girdles which were prohibited. 30 1In edditiin to the 'Spodik, the tell
fur hat, the 'Streimel' was worn, s cone like affuir with 2 brim composed
of & pieceiof fur, 4) Itappecrs to hove been usually sade of the. the
very costly subel. This also is prohibited. 5) Their repeatedd
prohibitions only confirm our assertion made above that tae Polish Jew
must nave effected grandsur even in his costume.

Ther is & Tukanah also zguinst dreseing like = ¢ [ ~ Goy &).
This is very forcibly prohibited, vhe Takunsh usigg ihe terms
This <ould seem o conflict with the fact thet the costume of the Jew was
really copiea fro:: the Schlacjziz. The term 'Soy' is however technic.lly
used for peasant. 7) No jew wss to look like & pjfeasant. His clothes
were 1o bpe uttsrly\aschewed. This 'Taokgn h' ic published very fev times,
which would lerd us to believe thzt the Jews were not addicted to the costums
of the peassant and the synagogue would herdly offer tae sight of & pezsant
looking Jew.

The mbove prohibition ag inst costly gurmenis did noi, however; =apply to
all indiscriminately. Members of the community possessing above & certain

amount pf wealth and contributing & certain minimum to the corwunzl femi

I)Binkas Lita. 179, i87, 339, 779, II, 1085, One of the reasons occasionally
given is that it is not sscmly during times of trouble for Jews, to =ppesr tho
jokously garbed. This reason is stayed especially after tne ﬁandlnitski macCres.
2) 1I¥ 339, 3( Iv 309. 4\ mentioned ib. 309, 5 ib.  6) db 397

"ﬁ rohklc p.ly ppe Pla[hyl pr3sed kl1a RKXron @2 [o

7) From personul informetion received from Professor S Baron,

'
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fundI)were permitted to ear something more costly gorments. <) A little more
leniency was given bridegrooms and chief rzbbis. Vwry costly and giudy
germents however were prohibitedeven to them.

It seems th t in those days Polish Jews also affe€ted Jewellery. A
Tekaneh reads thet not more than two rings were permitted on weekdays, three
on Seturdays and five on Hoildays. 3)

On Scturdays and Holidays especi lly the Je. would eppe.r in 2is best

_hed '8A P 4) end slo the Bewess in her best., Theec cre
good reasons for believing that specicl germents were worn for cyncgogue.
On & Holidey & coact of merten seems to Bave been worn only in the synagogue
according to the Lithuanian Pinkas 5) In Cracow wccording to the author
of the Responsa /,‘_.-J,: Y17} & specizl 'Mantel' very longwus worn in
the synagogue curing prayer. &) This 'muntel' the afore-mentionea author
expressly stales was worn neither in the house nor in the merket places.

He descriWwes it as open in front sleeveless, appurently somesort of &« cupe.
The sirsicmel alluded to above was tne special head gear worn.

Juding f#rom the Takanavh in the LuthRanizn Finkes, the .omen's peart

of the synagogue, on Subbath or Hilidey, must have been perfecily resplendent

with gemés, pearls and garments off duzzling andgolden brightness. On the

I)From this we might conclude ihat tne reemons for the prohibition were ecemm-
wicsl. Usually puying more than theri shars of the heud=- tax,c:lled ploo
In Lithuanizn Pinkas 312 ir says that sznyone contributing 400 gilders may wear
satin or demask - 4) daad 5359[\ 3)Pinkas Litu L.C. 343,

P

4) Vi Takensh It ib. 5) Ip 315 /.,;,[‘ s Ml /f/c Gna
LA DIAA Pﬁf ple > ~aop’ (C [ialla hLalhp 42
7) quoted by B...Kete in fNo! »eloa  prifprd Mf»r (Berlin 189¢) .34

A »h/e Glpf,q Liall 3520 Y TEY /s
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4e=d & cup was worn with rouws of pesrle rumning lougtitucinslly all round the
he d. I) This wes known as a 'Sterntuch'. Above the forshe d it looked like
o coronet. Ben of Bolichon tells us 2) he bought ; reerl headdress for his
#ife. & silk bodice, embroidered, showed odd tze bust, Below that wes &
richly embroidered aprone. Un the bodice would appear & gold chzin. Gold
ihresd w s hightly f voured. The picture in the suertelnik 3 ) cslows us the
Jomun wecring s luce ruff around the neck. Lgces,~ruffles, furbloushs, zold
:nd silver Wends, stripes or girdles seem to have been affected 4). Pro-
hibited by the Joad it wes still permitted to the bride and her companion. 5)
Gems =nd precicus stones aBome from various perts of the body. 6) From the
picture im the Juhrbucn der Judischen Volkeskunde it =ppesrs thet ithe women-
folk, zs ever, went in for bright coloes. against this there is no Takansh.
The matzricl wes agein silk anc expensive fur. Thers is « distinct prohib-
ition eg inst puiting silk on u girl Jhose futher his recourse 1o charity, &
Wiich woulu Beem to show thut even duughters of beggars would dress in silk,
perhups to please tlis possible groom ur tlie match-mexer. 3)

The Tzk neth of this neturc werc established not beczuse the Jo.d
wzs opposed to rich clothes per se. They were prohibited so as not to
excite the envy of the others Ig'.

Rabbis and scholars wore gurments somewh.t different and more costly

than thut of the gener:lity, Solomon I'-imon tells us in his sutobiography 18’

of u special rabbinic 1 suit put on by his f ther as « scholar. The stuff,

I) Vid pictures in Jahrbuch der Volkezkunde #825 and in quartclnik I9I< »
ISI3 pp II5. ¢) In Vemoirs translated by i Vieknitzer into ZEnglish (Uxford

University fress I%<4) 3) pp 1is. 4) Vid Binkes Lita l.c. 309 S.
5) Ib par 3I6. &) Ib pat #I0 7) ib par 314, 8) The dords [ tbp€ up
[Ap Ak :re used in the Tekanch referred to'. 9) SeclGif 4ua lecdlt

19) pp I2 in £ng trunslation by j. C. Murrgy )London 1888.)
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ie tells us wes finer then that in common use. He wore leuther hose with
buttons and "ein Kulamankenes Leibserdax”. Both articles are r-ther puzz-
ling. The laet aricle mentioned hasreference to the fringed g rment wora
underneath tue ugper gurments and 'Kalamankenes' according to the English
translator menas stived woolen cloth. I§  Frob:bly lsymen wore & 'Leibserdax’
of a meBericl cheaper and coarser then wool. The le thner hose mey h:=Ve been
effected by the particulur gentlemen alludaéto. slthough we don't know XK&
RaXBIAARAL SHiX w=. from Meimon what the Rabbis®*ecsl suit was like, we do
know tnere wes such a thing.

In tae szme awutobiogrephy leimon describes the white gurnents worn on
tie Sebboth by ithe Hassiaic Tsodik - R 3eer of Tiégitch =.ith the white Streimel.
#hite wilk gurwents were, howaever, confined exclusively to the Hassidic
Tsedifim. &)

Jdith thes above description of the dress olf Folish Jew we complste the
picture of the synsgompue internally. A few remerks mignul now be in place
concerning ine conduct of syn.gogue. It had 1o huve cert in officials to keep
the moneys that came in from the selling of the 'Hitswoth', to be descrivbed
in another chepter, znd from the cums vowed every Seturday - por3J - wiien
celled to the Torshe =~_J4 fr/} [nere were expenditutures to be mede,
Vitzwoth ana 'aliyoth' io be distributed znd so forth.

These officers or werdens were known z¢ Gabaim and were chosen by the

bozrd of electors that sppointed the officers of the gener:zl community 3)

1) vVid note of Eng transletor .p.p I3 in Wwuimon's Autobiography.

<) an oft-met-witn picture of Rabbi 'emndel of Lubzwithn depecis the same .hite
Streimel =znd white robes. Jhite is symboliec, zccording Lo the Kabbolzh, of jov.-—
3)Zolkiew Pinkes in pp 107, abfﬁ_} .1:)7" lece

pa
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Tney were not endependent, but responsible 1o the 'enhigzim' and 'Roshim’, I)
the lezders :nd officers of the Community. In Zoulkiew there were five Gabaim
placed -in chaerge of th. syncgogue. <) They were not ihes most importent of
the le ders of the comminity. Twelve wers chosen in Zolkies wno hzd the
supervision of the entire community. Beneath these were tie Gubuim of the
SynagOgue,s Bvery yeur durin; ihe Passover 3) nel. officers wepe chosen.

<n Cracow eccurding to ite Pinkas the Gubeim of tue synzgozue wers
kno#n ze the Gobeim of charity 4) The synugogue w & conc:ived f as
charily crganis.tion of the community, the offiéers having also to cure for
the poor and distiribute 1o them the av._ilsble fundes.

The Shamash - sextun- or beudle = waes not so much = synagogue officiszl
a2s ¢ communal one. fe had to carry out the orders 5) not only of tne
w rdens but slso of their sup riors ihe lerders and officers of the community.

His duty it was to keep order, to mske proclemetions in the synsgogue 6'

enu to comvey the wishes of the officers t the verious individuels with
respect to whom they were intended. fHe wus, in fact, & ruther importent

cfficisl. He hod his remidence free from reant ne:r ihe synagogue and ‘there

must heve been a good many svurces of income besddes. 7)  Later on we

cshell heve to talk much more about the multifaricus fundtions of this offiecicl,
in connection with the customs of the syncgogue.

Neither the Rabbi nor sssessor - /rr 4 - were synagoguc officizls.
They were responsible to the 'I&hayor ' cormunity. The reader, Hazan or

'bha‘tz'.f € -8) was more so, He rend the Toreh 9)

AL, RRAxdmy Fimkrrinixxx IRIXILARXRAR AXAXKKRLLLL G Hi? Enown more often &s
FParnessim. Z2,) mapla pOP L Cp J-./ D Jane [u? diag PCah
$ A0 2ylen ﬁ/. ib' 103, &l detstein! 4y uap e
/.F 1o arnre p» prlagD pPeD 0 P""n;ua ?l,"faﬂq e A AD
Clel A5 (o —/‘""Z‘}'” fr Hosan Jr phoys  he [y pula
AAL N —Alra) 9 PugTY Aoyro  Parfy
§) solkiew Finkaes L.c. p oB. 6) Pinkas Lite fer 297. e 2
7) hs marrisge ceromonies - Zolkiew Jinkes pp 83 ’ ) &) atunds.for
7193 fl { rme:ning representative 9) Pinkes Lit: l.c. per 427
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more oft.n 1t seems th.n the prayers. The gao im would assign this letter

function to verious priv:te inmdividuels I) Cnly on very solemn or festive
occaskons would the officisl rezder lead im preysr. His .uty it was to

czll up c thes Toreh & In Zolkiew the pinkas tells us 2Y he utterad

zloud imprecaticns zg inst inaividusls #ho goulc being the nume of Jew
intc disrcpute. IUsically we shell save Lo cozder him in & different

contecte,

o Gabzim that Wwere eppoiniss by tane bozra of eleciors < P22 /P

of the Kehol were in ehezrre only of ihe form 1 Zeth lieknesetn. Iz Lolkiew
for instznce, we find thet cnly five wers appointe. for the synagogue aud

- - " - -
they were czllea 3 /ﬂ.‘-\ e P& &1 For tne numerous other
synugosues, no0 suca privision wes made. This is not @nmatural, zs ihey
ger= more or less of = pri¥e&ie ncture. They elected taerefore their owmn

Gabzim, H:f:nim and Shumesnim. Smzller synugogues woulad not need =s many

&

as five Gavaime Jhet the ususl pumder Vs ¥e ¢.n not tell, but it's of mo
consequence.

Cn th srcle we ¢ o not but conclude th:t the synzgogue orgznisztion

was of very minor importance. ‘he synagogue was 1ither = private affeir

_ntirely ruled oy the individuzl to whom it belomg — sither 2 wezlthy man
or =z scioler - ::E’fef Gk or as & public instituticn was in charge
of minor officizls zpgointed by ihe fahal. it wes not en sutonomous insti-

tution, but formed pzrt of tue sctivities of the Kzhal.

e
J

Zolkiew Pinkas l.c. P g A 4] 1y The fourrmulz as etill retained

' Let so and so the som @f so and =0 arise The Hezer still calls up in
me congreg.tions, mos- us.sl it ie for the Shemesh teo do it. 3) Zolsiew
inkzs l.cs pp O8. <Y Vig Zolkies Pinkes l.c. pp 8%

o u

oo e kel
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CHAPTER 3.
“p

Frayer and Learking .n the Polish Jewis!. Synzgogue.- /Jt--/"

The codes demznd two things: thet everyone shoulc priy in the formal

synegogue or Beth Hukneseth, otherwise he is c:1led & bed meighbour - y9 (2@ I)
and thet no one priy by himself bdt with his fellows = ");?g?“ The
first re uest, us 4e huve elrewdy seen in = former chupter was ignured. The
second #&s readidy and gladly complicd wi he lorning end c#ery— evening
every Seth Hamidr sh, Klzus, Yeshiveh anu Minyun, every synagogue except

tie officisl one, wus ful of praying individuals 2) The official syngogue
vmas for the Je. too stiff, cold ,-fomul and officisl, Froyer was for him
too intimate = matter to be enjoyed in, in too stutely too zwesome, too
eristocratic an edifice. For I judge thet the Gabaim there h:zd too much

of & suy und the average man too little. The latier alsc desired = 5 &y

end an 'Aliyash', und the feeling thit he is & somebody in the House of God.
‘e scholare end 'buchuriml - youths, disciples - did not wunt to waste

time soing elsewherc, und every iiead of an hcedemy - 20161 &1

prayed with his Bachurim &t the =c.demy. Aabbis in gener.l rar-ly went

Lo tne Seth Hakneseth 3). But proying went on vlmost in every house 4).

o men the Yeven lietzulah - ~ ﬁ{)/ /f: 5) tells us ke.t away from

congregationel groyers

I) Orcch Chayim 90 II <) In Lublin & f€rem was phblished zgainst minyunim.
Azuin the compl-int is that the synigogue is entirely empiy. Yid ~Ala/pl
/.I"pffp rigfam by S.3. Nisenbuum (Lublin I897° p 9I. 3\ Vidpd MA 1€

. /1 é"/c Corpibrahans 'l'iddle _es Chapter o. Symegogue .  Ber of
Bolecho. zlso donfimms the feet th .t very fes sent to the formel :-yncgogue to pray
4) Somr somplein: tne Kehal of Zolkiew in their pinkss l.c. pp 1I<. See Eerzsn
of Lublin in lisenbaum's Lublin l.c. under S ul Tfur;qﬂotn. 5} By Hathean hate
Hanover. sritten in the time of Hemelnitski
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sut this slone wes not enough for wmany. e find thet in addition to the
set prayers during the hcurs assigned for them, considerabtle numbers would
be found in the various plzczs of worship, especially &t dewn, performing
devotione either privately or in conjunction with others. Groups or assoc-
iutions known &z Hebroin sould be formed for ithis purposs. At da.n the afore-
menticned Yeven Uetsulah, tells us in every synagogue trnere would gether
Hebroth to recite the Psalms together 1) or to learn I'ishnah, which really
wes t. the Jew & form of devotizn. Tnis is not exaggursied, for we [ind
ciher eources confimming it. Seys A leir of Lublin &) 'in tast you huve teien
upon yourselves to give thenks end prxise every morning.'

Leter on, yowards ihe eighteentn century the devotion of the Hassidim
wou_d express iiself in & aifferent fzshion. They would begin their prayers
luter, to give them & chance io trke their ritual bath p;}ﬂ/ 3) first
und indulge in meditutions of & Kabbuzlistic nsture 4). Solomon ¥zimon tells
us that meet of tuem would welk =round coia nothing with a pipe in their
mouts wnd when asked what they wer:s doing would unswee: 'medit:ting on God' . 5)
But tne superiors andthe leasrned amongst them, in the Rebbala, naturally.
would undoubtedly engage in sincere devotions of the nuture of eblutions and

meditations “kfter preyer the glessful of strong drink tsken in tne Klaus

I) Here ac his words: 74{"' J”r'{‘? ‘.‘10(‘ /’l'-’ﬂ‘ﬁ’e SAhah a €lhoa

/,‘.’{,‘ !’:." Lﬁ'{!" /vl(frl” J'aﬂ /P:”r‘ /‘?‘ /J!/.\r} {7 !r ]"'3(‘ pp,’}-@r
\ pladn a0 Aafe vt ipr rilan R —upén oo
< )Known s Maberem c¢f Lublin. 1 hie response par 34 \ﬁ sl
_Alfas?  pa /35 ﬂ;/ _/{v .af'
cucted by B.Z.Ket. in % L'Korcth Heyehygdin" l.c. p 34 . Horodetski
loce p 204 4) See 218 rafivf J!f*:éﬁ’h by S. " huroaetem Vol I

(Berlin I0<3/p 95 w« p &I elsc b <C. £} Vaimon's autcbicgrepky L.C. FIfc

—
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«t8 likewise in the naiure ci devoiion, called Tikkun I) me ning perfection
or preperttivn, to put them in the proper frume of mind for wretever the day
hes to offer «<).  Cften they would remein in their conventicles to relute
end listen to stories of the Tszdikim, which wes & greet Litzvuh znd deemed
& form of devotion. 2)

Taus Tir we telked sbout cevoiions ocutside the set prauersg tefore or
efter it, znd engagsd in ty speciel groups. How z=boul devotione Kewenszh-
guring the sel und public preyery The suthorities ere =o concerned ebout
it that they prohitited decoraticns on the fromt pege of the pray:cr took,
s¢ &5 not to injure 'Kewenuh' <}  From tue glowing account givem by the
eguthor of tne 'Yever 'etzulan' of tne leerning end piety of ine Folisn
Jew you would imegine thet there would ©e no lack of devotion. Considering
the fect that there were Yeshivotn in every community zlmost 5) tnei even f
ihe poorcst child hee 1o be provided witn & tescher, you would expect &
knosledgs of Hebrew =t leust, to be w.iversel. From wnat R Zphreim cf Leciyczu
¢) nowever, stys, 7) this, sirunfely enough was not the case. Mosi of them
he complzins, Co noi understand Hebrew £) Futhermore ev=n inose «ho do
understand the medium of preyer, our euthor fufther cerplains,®)  pruy

«ithcut uny devotion. They think of business end gossip curing prayer.

I: .iorudﬁaﬁ loc. \’Ol = I II. 2) Ib. 3? I 14 oﬂr! J) ’?’*ﬂf\-ﬂh
by ... Horgdestky (Berlir 19<3) Vol = P 15. &) r .8 130 vion!
py Lo fz‘ﬂqﬁ /& p129¢2, R Yoses Isseries o er'-. ch Cheyim 9:.6‘3. IT.' wus
zlreedy menticned sbove how ihe paintings cn the Jalls of tne Synegogue Led
1o sturt wzbove the hesde of tne worskippers for the sare reason. !
5) Sec Yeven Metsuleh, Pinkas Lite 1.C. pur I4I Zolkiew Finkes l.c.p 106
) F.mous Polish Jewish preecher &nd "ubbi of Frugue Died.IBIE. . o
7). In his @& @/u quote. by ¥ Gudermen in ;uellens?hrlf?en fur\ueschzch«c
des Unterrichts und Lrziehung bel cen Deutechen Juden -Bsf;%n 1e91; p 57
¢) H:- expleins the phenpomenon &£ Gue to ihe fa?t tn?t Chllﬂi?n learn only
nesning cof individuel words without th- connedtions it. 8) Thb.
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Nor do they uttend to the Torsh reacing I). Tae Pinkas of Zolkiew &)
provides for special offiecers who are to prevent talking ouring preyer

in the formcl synagogue. From ell this we ere justified in concluding thet
theew wes not much 'Kewanal ' in the Folish Jewish Synugogue of the I6th to
the IBth Century.

Just beofre the close of our period, however, we come ic ihe rise of
Hessidism znd with it prayer begins to wcssums en importance it never before
hed in Jewisn life. It is not too muchito szy thet it becomes the all
in &1l od synagogue aitendence and reli.ious worskip. Lezrning upon
shich so ruch emphasis was lais heretofore f:lle in genersal esteer wnd
tc it is sssigned t secondery plece 3) Prayer is superior tc le rning )
Tt4 effects ar felt in all the heeveus. Unly proyers effects communion
sith the deity 5) Haseicic thought and writings are full of such sentiments.
Yow then did & Hessidic Kluus or Si_ebel look during preyer! In the Herem
published by the Kehal of Craco. ¢) we have o faitkful pictmee of one,
feithful because oppositiun wes not to individuzls but forms. 8ays the
Herem: Thney prey in loud veice, &nd sway their bodies berbarously, many
of them clep their hends urnd meke stang=et sounds with their lips or sheke
‘heir hesdés vielently. They skip ebout like gosts or reel like drunkurds".

1) This wee not confined to Foland. It seems 1o huve been widespread &nd
appliceble tu other centuries. tee . Gudsrmznn Geschichte des frziehungs-—
weeens urd der Cultur der Juden in Deutschlen (dien I888( F 97.

4 i sl anp Gep 5% I gl erton poirn
Loe bse /. f:) AAAD :'::{2'1 ‘-':’a!r.:- Slbpll e
3) Ses AJ12d 4i23 py B Jacob Josgph of Polonoi 16th century. Sidre
[9_At These are his wordse : [a/mlp a2y hual PN ﬁé?l A
4) L.u. Horodetsky l.c. €ol I Y 47. 5' Besht used 1o designste prayer
Inlyn S ib p 49. 6 To be found in Wetsteins

_//”u/‘gf\ l.c. p 163 s.
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according tc this description =z hHassidic House of Prayer must h:ve been &
veritcble pandemoniume. S Mzimon confirme it I) He tells us they conceived
of péayar ae ¢ wrestling with the devil who would do his utmost to distrget
them. By yelling and throwing themselves sbout they conquered the devil.
It would be interesting to quote him fully in thie connection. They leboured,
by all sorts of mechenicel o.erctions, such as movements and cries to bring
themselves into u staie of elevitiin above the body. It wus amusing to observe
how they often interrupted their preyers by :ll sorts of extrucrdinery tones
end comicel gestures, w ich were mewunt cs threéts end reproaches egeinst their
edversary, the Evil Spirit, who tried to disturb their devotatium; and by
this meane ihey wore themselves out to such an extent, that, on linishing
their prayers, they commonly fell dcwn in completc exhausticn.

This is more then devotion = Kawench, It is ecstasy, it is m:cdness.
We know not whet neme to give it. dhen the Besht &) prayed all the trees
in the forest preyed and swayeo with him 3). From the heat genersted Ly
the ecstucy of his prayer the water in the Wessels of the synagogue boiled
out 4)

This is not the kind of Kawemah demanded by the Rabbinicel wuthorities.
They insist on silent prayer 5) end reverance. But mest Folish Jewish
synagogues, with the exception of the formul synegogues, very soon beccme
Hassidic.

Since the Herem alluded to consideres Hassidic behavious an inmovation
we ccn infer therefore thet in the centuries proceediny, prayer wes unaccom-
punied by the strange &nd violent motions peculizr to Hassidim.  Except for

L4

I} Autobiogrephy l.c. p.IEI. &) Bral Shem Tpb- vhe common desiznation
of R Israel the founder of Hussidism Icth century. 3) R David Perkes a
disciple of Besht himself witnessec it. In gLam 440 4 Ib

5) Orach Chayim IOi. 4.
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vie occaelonul talking, & synzgogue must have presented =z pretty respectable
eppearance during the prayer hour. (iven them, the preyers wer=, in all
probaiilty recited in & loud tone of voice. This is =lso true of plzces outside
Foland.Gudemsnn $ells us that prayers of the synagopue usuelly interferea

w#ith the church. I) The feet thet it was insisted upon thet the synagogue

be moved back from the thorofer., <) was proabebly due to the loudness of

the praying within,

Very often the service muei have been disturbed by individuzls who had
zny compalints agrimst other menmbers of the congregetion, HWhen sny individuel
refused to mbide by the sentenence of the Jewish Court ~ Beth Din, =~ the party
injured could stop the services &and demcnd that the rebellious one be ex~-
comrunicited. 3) /imd whenever enyone conSidered himself injurec by another
provisiun of this nature was memde to gein reurese. 4) The stopping of the
service=~ ?(;/m 2/59 =~ was en sccepted and netural thing. It was
reguleted like eny other ritualistic practiee. The one injured seys the
'Sepher Hessidim', 5) welks up to the Amud befure Borcu or Kadusheh, end
shuts the book from which the Hazen reamds and c-1lls out fﬁglam'. Or he
can .revent the takingof the Torah from the ark until he gets redress.

The frequency of the occurrence is atiested to by the denuncietions of
R Bphrzim Solomon of Leczyzze the meralist and preaccher ulready alluded tp
. Sye he &) "Concerning this evil custom of stopping ihe services celled

Cjemen' 7) according te hin it must huve Bed to some pretty violent scenes.

I)Geschechte Vol & l.c. p <7 2) See privilege of the Jan Scbieski

grented to Jews of Zolkiew. In‘ pagly, eop p.]\?.n’ 3) ;;.-u);u/ j3» P
. 5! Ib yuoied. 6) uote

bySasef p <5 4) Ib X q._.,j;, Y A A G

‘{" / {’c G\r‘hq'\ afa' N e ‘g_l"m-‘\ :
2 /f'fr.r’ ?{,;:f P!Gﬁ‘fflf'f:\ ,J,;:j{-, ) KE - ] PALS f];, Y-'_e_‘

7) Probebly irom 'Clanure' claim suggested by Gudemann in quellenscgrifienl.c.
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The Kehal of Zolkiew would prohibit it in their official synegogue I) by
imposing & fine on anyone who infulged in the prectise. Perhogs m.ny
gledly peid the fine.

dhet to us &n en estonishing thing ie the conserveiism of the Polsih
Jewish Synzgogue in respect of the order of preyers, the precise pravers
to ve read end the particular chants belonging to them. Not ¢ jot or
s little wes to be changed. The Council c¢f Lithuania sctually published
a Tekaneh egeinst eny changes i Nusach - Ao /3= or melody = Seys
erticle 6I< of the Lithueniun Pinkas: "whereas of lute certcin changes
were made in the prezyers, se therefore publish = decree thct nothing should
be cienged, not even any of the chants.' 2) This is very interesting
in the light of events leter on when Hessidism wroee znd in the Hessidic
synzgogues they made changes in the order ana form of priyer., adopting
tiie Sephardic nusac: instead of ihe Asjkenazic shich had cbtzined so far.
In the Hercmpublished ggeiret the Fassicimmelreedy zluuded to, an issue
ie mude of the chumged preyers. 3) From the Takench in the Lithuwni:n
Pinkss it .ppears thet elreedy in I667 over ome hundrzd years before the rise
of Hassidiem, there were cltempts &t changing the priyers. It is our
conjecture thet, even &e later wiil the Hassidim, the earlier attempts
were due to the influence of the Kebbeleh which begen to flourish in these
ycers. Ferhsps the Szbbetoi Zevi movement whigh beczme widesprerd =t

thet time hued something tc do witn it.

I) Finkas Zolkiew l.c. p 88. plo ki wns wWpd :h(;u{o f(}“!: E"
2)Pinkas Like l.c. 4/2 LIAD P A Lukby p!),n; 2 Ok skp
':-p'//(ﬂ Jr'_h?rr H‘(! (6tf A PN ff: f; f.,”__/f?,é lap Jer"_“

3)1!1 /. Qa’"\ luts R Jﬁ( fff
Al W] t iinhold ngk K1 3
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The prescription egrinst changee in melody is even morw surprising in the
light .f the fect that B Joel Sirkis heu alrealy permitted the adoption of
Church tunes. I) This is in itself a rztner surprising fact. Such Tclerance
is herdly to be expected in Polsnda in the yeer 16004 zlthough, probably
R Joel nases himself on some former authoeity. Tasi Hazenim at that time
shoulc have adopted church tunes or chunte ie in itself incredible. The
fuet however remeine thet this kind of zssimileationism wes peectised.

Hezenim. like modern centors, were undoublly givem tc long drawn
out performerces. of = music:1l, or &t least voc:l char cter. Our morelist,
whose acquaintance we huve slready mude, R Rphruim letshimeelf be heard
here toc. He complains Witterly of t e voacl exhibitions. 2) He says
" theyconetors themselves zdmit thet they chant the preyers with no cenuine
fecling of devolion. They merely desire to g in the appleuse of the

multitude end do not es much as pronounc: the words distinctly”  This

wes sround I600 znd it was not unlike our own diys.

de compleins slso 3) sbout the long Fiyyutim thet wou'c pe interfolated
on certzin Sebbaths 4) &snd Holid ys. I ny, he eslleges, do not come to
Synegogue bectuse of leng Piyyulim end those who come do notknow whit
they er: tolking ebouty bec.use they eare bused on the Midrash snd few know

it. They contein neither thinke nur preise.

hlegd 47> Proud24ml g

I) Respnosz Bach gpir ?4'? J('M Themm pod Aol eulaD

l)’é t;/-' !‘P”J‘fl /f 2 / f{"pp/ﬂﬂ -—Aﬁ-J;"l/ Aﬁﬂ
The Author R Joel lived asrounc I6I0 znd was Reb of Creocow.
2) Luoted by ¥ Gudermenn in his (uellenschriften l.c. p 85. 3) Ib
4) Such as the Sabbaths bpefore rassover when pieces of coggerel would be
reciteé no worse oyt much better vhan bymus. These were called FPiyyutimm
emp=thic poetry.
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Although every community hazd its szleried Hmzen, I) it appe-rs, strangely
enough, that he did not slwsys zct as public reader, In dect ke did so
rorely. R Ephreim himself saye 2) thzt up to his time rezders were not
chosen for the High Holid.ys merely beczuse of their good voices.  worthy
individuals of advanéed age ere chosen. If the officicl Hizen céid not
resd on the High Holid:ye one wonders when he did.  The Pinkesof Zolkiew
corfirms this fact. No individusl, s.ys the Pinkes 23) cen cleim 'Hezeheh'
4% for public rercing on the High Holid-ys. Thuse who hee uthority
could essign it to =nycne ptivete inoividual they wsished even on the High
Holidesys. < for otrher occ siurs it is taxen for grinted thei others not
Lne Hazen ect =s public re ders. Some individuzle insisted on tzking the

plece cf the “azen =11 t.e time, so the Kehil of Zolkiew estsplish=a &

T woneh thot no cue ie tou s€t cs "Shetz' more than once = month. & Sut,
the T-% n h continuee, if it be ugreesuble tc the officere - Roshim =
they ney Jermit uny men to pray =ny number of tirmes. It is inconceibeble

thit these layman inculged in these eleoorate rusic:1l compositions

cgaisst which R Ephrain compleins. i1n gertsin lccelities,enu leter on the

nHezen probebly graduelly disclacec the lzymen. He lived even & little

the time the Tekaush cliuded to in the Zolkiew Pinkes wes published which was

in I6<e
It é&ﬂﬂi thut oftern trne assigning of the duties for privileges) cf

public reading to membere of the congregati.n led to « good de.l of ebuse.

e . A\ n )
I) Tais is eviadent from any Pinkes one looks inio. 24) Gudermann's quell-

- } P L
a!lr(: MC_ ."IL rf ‘I'.'),._a » L 'J‘f).hﬁ '

¢nscgriften p €64 A 2 (J' w’/ﬂ / ;,/-,\ P ndf  pik Lo f
+) 4 pesscssiuvn or tight which czn not be taken swey from thé owner, * i
5) L.c. JEF LA ;}(ﬂ (ol pilbes ploths oY
b<lpe it Lo vi o {laxsl oo rth, AHY L

/[".a/‘. (347 €k 2 frfed” /U’ ' riirs IS 1A Pl (/-3
PP Al ud /b A 2
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- . e ) . " y l
weelthy men desired this privilege and it wes granteu them bec:use of their
of l’
wealth and influence an not becsuse cheir worth, I) R Ephraim condemns it |

end his reusons ere obvisus. In our own time it would be g00u news to lecrn

¥
[
ihet inluenti 1 end we:ltihy member: of the community wer Iighting ioc get !
tic privilege of reading tre pr:yers. s#ccording to the samwe authority J“
even non- Jewish mnoblem-n wer ¢ lled in to distribute the function of
reading and plowing the Shof.r. &) Some woulc even teke possession of y

toe smud by violence 3) W

Bui strunge to suy, unlike to-d y if the Hazen di: not perform his |
own functi n, he, &nd no one else eould re.d the Tor:zh. Seystune Zoliew !
Pinkoe %) “The Shctz anu no one else mey read the Torch'.  Perhaps gl
trne mein function of tie Hazan in those deys was not considered to be thot 1
of resdin, the prayers. It seems to be taken for granted however that
the Hazen is tne officizl reader 5) luzen is used interchencesbly with
iz term Shetz €) which meens nothin- :lse & preucher. |

=notner of Thc nony synsgoguesebuses enumer:ted by R EZphreim is the A

feot thet meny left tre synzgogue during tre Torur reading. This is not

suite compatible with the enormcus v.lue atiached to the Zliyoth - calling

up To t.e Toran, = Vv lue tact ex.ressed itself in terms of mangy evey.

L !

I) 30 st tes R Ephrdim quoted in Ggdermar 's %uellensjgrlften l.ce p 86
<) Ibid 3() Ibid. £) Tuls Aok % (a3 [» ag | i
lcla ?D 3 P/ ro _/50 "9/"1{ | Q

5) This would be the implication of the following words in tiie Zolkiew

Pinkus l.ce : QA [ T
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“he fact hes elready been mentioned tnut one of the ressons for so muny

1rs - -3 b | , 1 L i 5
Vinyanim I)was thit there were not enougn 'eliyotn' tu go round. It appeers

tnet special permission wes given to carry on the Torsh reading in the
Fulish end other pluaces ouueide the formel syn-gogue, to give certain
people a chance to get an 'Aliyan' 2) Speciel groups were formed
designated "associatiuns of the seven ¢ 1lled " 3) for the express purpose
oI getting 'Aliyoih freguentily.

Assoceti ns of this necture and such przctise zs lewvin; Tac synegogue

Tor Torer rezcing snd th. increcse od Ninyzbi- wer. neccessitited by the
foet tuwt =nlthy mes bouglt u. &1l the liyoth. The Yitewoin =3 ilne

sliyeth together witn privilege of % king the Toruh out of the crk, reizin:

i

it zl.ft - Hegbunen - un roliing it togethe = Gelilah - were czlled, were |

¢

sol. to the gighest bidders. In the Crocow Fink:s 4) we get & list of

the sums colle€tes from the verious synagogues for the mitswoih. From

one of the lergest synugogues ¢ 1lle@ the 'J1d#f 2000 Polieh florins .ere |

collected, = few yezrs lzter t..e mitsyoik ross in price and they sold for

3000 florins. Let the recder bear in mine thet & decent income smounted

to :bout 300 florins per annume Ten times this amou~t then was paid for

the itzwolile

Certein wliyoth could not, j.weverm ue sold, beslonging &5 mn inulien-

L4

tble right to others. Mhe third Aliyeh -'T-/Ef‘belongsu to the Rab.%

—

1';olkie« Finzes l.c. p i09 where it says th .t he who ie not & tex payer shoula

1 te Bliil Hemidrach where hegust _vee ¢ Jled up to tus Torib wtie.
e) fgoizigt.:al’i;.::ls ‘E‘:Té?‘g 1%II:.E ﬁb Ibid. '}.Su 198 Efp Un 1OBTInbILES
/ ' T Goven beepusethis is th,. smelle

ety oy 62 3 ~/pA . p 61 Seven becrueethis is smellest

rumber ithut eun be czlled to the Toruh on Suturd_ys. & Ly ,,-f.,‘/“ ,C q_/b"(;f
5) Yeven Vetzulan Lemberg 1e51 .

r 2l Al 2hp T solr 611
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Tue purcheser of an Jliych n.d © weive .ie right slen there #us & bricegroo=

nm

Fa

in T1e SYNLgoguc. The nearest =embers bf the sroom's f-mily elso n.d .ricr

'

right to .liyothI). These were kncunks - »# @ A =thet isto sy, Aaving - \
I .

prior right. . ahrzeit on .ho wzs kcesing the cnniversery of the dezth of \
. b !

. ye.r relctive - waslalso a 2 /74 on his anniversery dey. To the Reb ;

1su belonged &n Aliyah on the first auxy of zae tree fgstiv.ls. Amonggt '

the RT21pH sere viec inhe futuer of a newly bor: end & 3ur Witzwsh . !?
Ur "Gimcheth Tor:h - the nonth a.y of Tabernzcles oA /1A wers not el [!‘
:11 considered. Every aliyzh hud to be bought wnd tiucneveers ws meny = ‘ [

twenty [live. 2) Proprietore of al yoth would frequently give them awsy to some i

one they desirec tu ho.or. re=cs of cademies woulc then be the beneficiuries.

3)  Seven is the ligitimete numb.r of the Aliyoth Bowever the Pinkes of

Zolkiew extendea it 1o eleven 4) und when there was e groom in the synsgogue,

vaenty. 5) The fuct that the rnumver of Aliyoth wes increused to the

extent csugnifed only confirms &g in ihe f:et that Lhey werc ceemea great F |
|
|
prizes, although the reaving of the Torshitself was mot folkowed by many,&s ' w
ve heve glready indic ted sbove. From the dict thet the Rab received the |

third cliyen - fﬁ’/hf’ it would appe r thit this wes deemeu the most importent

i
of the aliyoth. Yei from the fuct thet the sixth - *%.( — could not be

tc be disposed of ir accorznoszlce with hie ple- :ure, except the sixtn aliyeh
{7A¢. - and Gelilzh. Ybid I09
3] Yeben “herdiiin 40 = und Qe g

- |
I)Pinkes 4Zolkics l.c. p <. In fact £11 the !"itzwuth belongsd to the groom
&) It p IOB. If there\ls w guest In Lhe syn., ogue Jhe is + represegntziive

of his Kghal = /:; NG 9 one or two aliyoth may be ucded not morc. |
5) Ib p 83. ¢®

: i
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appropriated by even the most importent - P /A F) th s probebly ceme to i

te considered the most precicus. .Ny0::t Who purchesed - ned it for

.
gocd, and ne could nol be deprivec of it z) - The szme woulc be irue |
of the last aliysh “//;26'(" znd Gelilel, which likewise belonged not ! l

Lo the groom but to the purchasers.

fer?e

In the prayer,there ie the or ¢ blesting, recited on behelf of the

———

orz ¢ 1lled uz, in which certein individusle are mentioned z8 beneficizries

thereof. The groom qor instance would incluce the nure cf his bride emong

—3“: -

cthers; tie feiher of his wife ond nes born. Scme sould incluus iae

remes of varicus members of tne congreg.iiun. especiclly the Fernessim,
e
perneps 1o cfrry fevour with them. The Pinkes of Zolkiew 3) frowns upon

L —

the przctise of mentioning the names of the parnessi . Yore then tao

s, f
plessings - </) o I é # =~ were not permiited. guest -ay huve the {
o
neres of all the lesders of the community mentionec. . native, hosever, may ‘ 1
menti r noe except the nemes of the monilu &) dnen tue ’

#e8 pronounced it was tne custom then, ae in meny orthocox congreg aticos .w

now, to maxe offering for the benefit of the synagcgue or Kehal 5) ‘

It was only in tne formal Beth Hiinesetn that the mitzwoth were sold every

gturdey to the highest bidders. in the other plsces of worship they were

pric i i _ ,
1) Hest im*ortnnt becwuse whereus every 1 pia could commanc anlyonr
witzuen, tie groom hiu isem ell. &) Pink.s Zolkiesl.g. p 83

8118 g ;.O‘T— ) It i09 znd it =dde 209 9 A ?,r{‘) P LA

Sriories  ~hgpAnE AL [—- P alye 1/ JFo® Ag Aol

The sirict worning would indicute tk.%t the practise ~es” common of ipcluding

ey UAmES rrﬂu bly of the parinssim. chh mo.th = different parn.es wus

in coerge of affairs, Ues sies aoncwn ws i <2 A et .
53 Tp 112 I judge it w&es fer tae D&.cl+t cf thne Kenhel, since it was incumbent ‘ W
or. the Kelsxl neads o Lwve T.e mon:-ys donstza, collectead,




ia 11 probability distributec gretis. I) Hence perhi s enotiep resson for their

populerity.

Judged by present d.y stendards there #=s not much decorum, efen in ihe

officiel 3eth Hukrerngeth. In t.e Zzmidres:s. where, «nil- one gro

(=]

4]

zrlp dng, Vher. Jere otners doing wiffer:nt thinze. le rninz or gessiving or v

nei toer certeinly could ko ve beer uu decoru. e lsurning »ust often
¢ occzsionec serisus disiurbunce. 1 Abrohizm Sebbatei = levi Horowitz
(16tu century) spesss of it thus in h.e “gosk 3erscha "i- “they dispute
~1ts one inotiher concerning muitters of ‘leliciw. chey ves violent and angry
lungusge nd ——ke mucy noise, fhier cries re.ch up 1. Sod. This Ze = £in

qov only beceusz tuey stupify tiemselves but :tlso beeuuse they dislurb ihe

rosnisper in the synugogue i h s devoiion. &) vz heve glrecdy referred
¢ the telking auring J . rship aend the le ving of the synsgogue during Tor:n
rezuir-, Thiz huppesned in the officiel sym:zogue =nd on lhe Subbatlh.

Ia saéitiun to thnese cdisturbinces, there wue mnother which must heve been
sti11 worse = quarreling women. The Pinkes of Zolki.. centains &
gpseirl wllusion to it 3) ‘'uomen must not quarrel”. rsccs one of its

Tegenoil, wné if they @id they wer. to be fined . Ir gonnection with

7

Y

=i

e Beth H.midrash for sliyoth Zolkis. Pink.s l.c/ I09,

10
i i i N \ & o B3
») (uoteu by Guderiwnn in wuellenschriften l.c. p. 1%S 3" l.c. p 82
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Thic cppe.rs frow the fu€t th t nou tax pesyers, iue poor, sere esred lo go
i




of decorum one wiet &lzo mentiow ag in the stopoing cof the preyers =
due to & griewance th:t one member of the congregestion nursed agrinst enother,
slludec to ebuve, which would leac to vhdlent juscrrels betweenr the indivicuszl
1itigantis and their retpective sympothiesers. R Ephraim Solomon plesds with
his contempceraries toc suppress this custom, givwing =5 one of his reasons
the fect thet gentiles usually come tu the eynugogue to observe 1) era they,
geeing the rowdyiem preveiling there, mare fun and telk in disrespectful terms
of the Jewish plsce of worship.

Thersermon - dercsheh = must ha¥e been first a feature of the preyer
ssfvice in the synugogues of Polende & 'tekansn' wes found necessary to
be published ugainst prezching during ine morning service on the Szbbath 2)
It wes maved.on later ta the ~fternnon - mincha - service when it was not guite
o part of it. de cen sefely s.y that the 'Derzshzh ' never stopped being
+ festure of synzgogue life esen though elimin:ted from the service if nol
.lyays a magor , =% least , = minor one. L Zunz in his “Gottesdienslichen Vo
Vortrage " 3) guotes several yriters wno lived wzround the ITth century and I8
tn century 4) to tne éffect th 1 there would be @elivered only iwo or th-eee
sarmens = ys r, by the Rab of the community. This mey have been true of
Germeny during these centuries. But there is every reason to believe thet

it wes not true of Poland during tne S87€ centuries.

1) Gedermenn cuellenschriften 1.u. 2)Zolkiew Pinkas l.c. p IBs, IIS.
Bec.use it kept t.e people toolong ot th services without food. Of course
from this source alone we would huve ne right to say the drasheh was & feature
of the service. ) (Berlin 1032) p 444. 4) “erson, Mathai,

C inton Ibid.
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The duscourses of the Rab which e delivered the first Sabbath zfter he

received tne appointment I) und henceforth severuzl timss a yeer om special

he =
oceasions, 2) we shall not consider nere. In some communities even presched
once evsry month 3) But you come .ctoss ub every generation during our period

nct ak all =n inconsiuvursble number sho bore t:ae title of 'Darshui' or Maggig', 4)

znd who #sre known a&s Maggid od such and such z city or synagogue 5)

It is quitd a eommomsthing to find zfter = man's neme on his gravestone the
letters /";; 8) which stands for 'maggi'i Yesharim.'  Aftsr some names

42 {ind besides /r”/r also .(,-'}r// shich means that the indivicuzl was also

s Dayan "court ussessor). Often we find ,; zlonca If thers were special
'Y ggidim', it goes without saying that they must have pre:ched more then 1.0
or three rires & yecar, especially when trey received salaries 6). MNaimon
distinctly lists o) tne preucher zs one pf ihe ecclesi.stical officials of

his TowWlia In fect, it appears ihat, during our period, Polund was just ®
infegted with wandering preacners., The Lithuaniun Finkes found it necessary
to publish & 'Tekanzk ' zg.inst taen o) Veny of the first Hussisic superiors
varz "Weggidim' and were c:lled "I'-Taggi&' as the 'Mizritcher maggid' the 'Koznitzer'

etc. Some of tue preschners of this period have vecome quite famous, such us

1) Zoluiew Pinzes l.c. p II%. 2\ They Jere ithe Subbuins during the Days
of Penitemce = »2/@ 120 = and the Subb th before Passover. Goties-
diensthlichen Vortrags l.ce p 4%44. 3)  Vid Hagoren Vol 4 190 p K04,

4) Bze 9oz ') D 12 ¥l y 0l 08 . 'G.Jh” by S Bober fCracowIues) ete
5\For inst.nce 1 Joshla ¥.1k. died I7D0 known zs Iuggid 1n his ¥e.h H midresh
(in Lemberg}. Bober's .usche oSchem' o 8E. Piie . bove descristion wes found
8n his gmavestone Hs w.s knoun boin us Darsihan wnd Yeggid.

5) See Nissenbaum's i f2 03 0p _ﬁh/"f or Bober, or :=ny other
book of lives of Folisn/Rabbis. 7) Mzimon's Autobiogrephy l.c. p 2B.

¢} Ibid and p = ©) Pinkes Lit' l.c. zrticle Ia4,
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A asorshem Reppoport known also as Sbrenzel the zuthor of 'Zthan Hacthruchi' I),

sheo lived arcunu I6+4.; X Josepa ber Ilzir acthor of “"Peri Yegzadin' cied I7%z.

c

A C.oim Krochmzl of Cracow bout I730, R Devid Dershea 2) anuR Voshe Durehan’.

In fect tuey we:e legiom. Thie outstending ones wers zuinors of books waich

)

contwined their premnhmnets o r their philosopiy such as the 'Keb Huyacher’

oy Z.7. Keidonower zround I770 or R I Spirz, Miggi. ia Crucow, adtor of

=1

‘Mepoleh Amugoth' dled ;uéé. All of shich merel, cious thut there must have
been no lszck of preucners. Cf course in enumer—iing preachers of the period
e must not omit tne zrectes of the 2l17; 7 Zphr im Solomon from whom .Je already
hoev. extensively suoted. Undoubtedly the syncgogue - tue Seth Hekneseth of
tie Seth Heomidrash - wmust very often hive been the scene of & congregaticn |
listening to upreacher, =nd in many communities this scene must h.ve been not
=i £11 &n uncommorn Cuge

44 hove elrecdy seen wBove s L XZXE n0 one w=s kllowed 10 Lr.ach guring
»i:5 meriing service on ire Sabbain 5Y It wus posigonsd to the =fterunoon.

heretofcre then, that iz bpefure cbout IG6T77, there weee sermons aelivered

21 t e morning service. It #.5 eliminated beczuse ¢f ti.. inconvenience

m

3 e T T & e
1o thz pe.ple sho ncd not yet euien. Ain observer confirms thewbove ficl. £

e tells us ©oet the Asbbi urescheu before tikisg the Torik out of tne wrk.

1) Rober's ansas Suem' lece b 7o L3 Ye urote & femcus eprology for greachers
. - 3 i ’- e - - o . 2% | ¥ - 1 T = %
See nissenb._um's Lublin 3 .c. , 3%, 2f Zelntes Pidk.s lie. 0 II9 & p 1I1:.
Pher it says tuast they imstitues inis innévetion of postponirg L e zervice 10
i o

ire ~ftorrnon EERXIBEARZ  in
) '3podenscnats Kirchlichen

Jortragen l.c. J 444,

ti.-r communities.
ted by L Zunz in ottescienstlichen




ter sbout 170 or so = avuun 1P, in Polewid. Giscourses were delivered in
the

£ morairg, 3ut on Subbuill _fternoon every Sabbeii. T = wsS = discourse. I}

w ot £ + - - 1 -

ry often we find it 5t tzd sitier ¥ 2 pre.chzr himeelf &Y or by someone who

= | = _ & = = FRE] - - |
1luze L0 Alln, T v Lig preszgie =il L4L3%aln pro.ched ever; Ssbb-_t'., ‘:} |

-

nd trese ore nol isoleted coges by eny menns. Sozetimes even it hsppencc

ring the week on ieex-o ys. & know. ow = R Lip ben Joseph of Pinsk &)

~N0 was & preachsr ot varivus ucidemies.nd who pre.caea on week-da,s too.

2f zeek-duys Swynd ys wnd dzdnesyes were customary des Jor.preccning, «nd it

sezms
(i
Lnat in some plages evor; merning sorecns would preach Helecnsh or a homily 5) T
Inis wub not & commo:n phentriinon in Polende Ufmersie we should hive hzd i
| &

nere sources cinfirming it. Bul yet we znva thot A Chaim Krochmau c. I700 !I
presched on every dey Lefore Boush Chods:h 6)
Besides svery 5sbb 1., ciscourses were delivered .1so on tne three destivsls
ang certcinly on tue doleswn cays 7) From t & ssruons or subjectsmatier of
ihe f/ 70/6 J}fﬂ) by R Zphrzim the famous preacher also for Furim

and Honuckal, wnd the Sefinuh duye. Since, w5 he szys iz his prefece, he

1) The fact tu.t in ihe books conttining sermons of preachers such as the
Reli Yemcr by R Zphraim ete tiere is & sermon for esch 'Sidrah' .ould prove

Lhut they cvelivered each Szbbitn = Sermon. <) Zunz l.c. p444 foot ncte.

3) 1In tne 'Husawmuhl given ebout I720 to the suthior of the book of ermous

‘Zera Beruch" occurs itne phrase the b 2eb 127 foy/ o R/
Also R Ephraim of Seezyeza in his Frefzce to the 'Keli Yzkor =2lluded t the fect

tatt he precchec every Sabbuta end meny others to too. 4 iunz l.cs F 444. note
5) See Hugoren Vol 4 l.c. ¥ 105 noie I9. €'  Ibid p ToS note <I and R

Iphruim in his oaldl B A | -'j/;z h.s sermons for every dioy.

7)

! i’

Buber's Ansh= Shem p I0 . Look tuarough the o544 J,({f, by R Zphraim.
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srote it for pre:chers, lie must h ve bLelieved th t they would presch on all tnese

sccusi.ns on which they preached nut so much to the yevpieat larye zs to those

certicisatzd in an oceosiun, during such ceremoniss for instuznce, s deddings .,
,r 3Jircumeisi.ng or funesrsls. I)
Thers was preccking tien and meny preschers.Who were ihey] Tne Rab or
o “sin Din us ke was usuelly cesignsted, the real chief religiwus official
.4 head of the Jewish Gourty did not it eppears presch often. He w.s too
busy #ita other duties. The Mazgid or Dershen nd the Rab, wers iwo different

individuals witn distinct offices. The title "Meggid Meshuari " we herdly ever

He

find sttecued 36 & Rub. Yet the Reb did preach occesi nally it mpuears.

wlaeys preccnec waen first ap.ointed &) and probubly twice a year tuereafter 3)

Gome Ssbs did preach more frequently 4) Tue R-b of Brest #ho was a comtemparary

6f 3 Yom Tob Lipmun Heller c Ii4S. preanéned even every Sabbath it &ppe.re. 5)

i.en tne ltter visited him, he let him tuxe h.s place on the pulpdt thet

i Zphraim of Leczyszu, nimself a R'b (of ¥regue) preeschsd every

oebvutha So dia others. But this wes not & common phenomenon. The office

.{ prescner was, however, Very often hela by one of the gssistants to the Rzb,

A
( :
et: Din, c lled 'morsh Zedex ' - -~ cb = Very Oft:n we come

[4F

ab

o "
«ctoss tue title -(' /// > 6) oftern even the Ro.sh Peth Din was

uls0 & Preacher. Phie official wus just one degree lower thun the Al ?eth

; 3 o
» '79/( S F.//I Ly i Rphrcim Amsterdam I779.
<) Zolkies Pinkus l.c. p II9. 3) Zinz l.c. p.444. % Hagoren Vol 4 p.ID4.
&) Comp for instence Hegoren Vol & lec. p I04 :n te I2 where the Rab presched
once u monta. 5} HMegoren Tol 4 l.c. P 104 note I5. 6) ©Sse Anshe Snem.l.c.

) See

i
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Din.  And We find many such ho bore tue title of Darehan or Maggid I'.

Seneatn him, the dayanim, zlso acted often == 'uarskanim'. But besides |

these officials who combined tne office of preacher with some Rabbiniczl
office, there were very meny who held the office of preucher zlone. These f

re, J4ith a few exce.tions usually design ted 'lcggidim' where:cs the others [
zre more often czllea "Darchunim’. 1litny of these were engaged as sdecdy /=7 7
officizale. 5 Mimon alluded to such an official &) Un meny gravestoneswe find

just t e title “Waggid Vesherim" cnd nothing else 3) de also find just

tihe title "Darsham " 4) R joshue Falk (no tae Seme) ¢I700, was regular

prsacher of th Beth Humidrash in Lemberg 5). T Josegh auther of Peri Yegadim
ing preacher of Zemocz z=nd Lsmberg 6 ) R Szekisl Feivel sas kucun as Yeggid :H¢
of Velne ¢ I770. F mous as Yeggidim are Jecob Isszc of Kremniiz, c 1700, the ‘“i
Jevner Vuggid - Jacob Krenz = callec by Mendlesonn the vewish Acsop. But {

peiddes tliese muggidim who Zed stewdy postc Luers were ﬁbats of wandering ‘
,rzuchers. The Teknsh published uguinsi tizem by trne comncil of Lithuanian .
lias ulresdy been allude. to. also ihe council of the Four Lunds hed to frown nl
upon these wendering preachers Wwhom if coiples +ith beggars. T) These

apuser to huve become very abundant gdier tihe Hmelnitski massacres of I€«cC.

Takenah of the Lithumnizn Council wes published in 1667 nineteen yesrs

L.

)  See "Kiryah Veemanan" by 5.J. Finn (Vilne I613) o 196 =lluding there

o = fezmous preacner n Yoshe Fersnun. Il ny such elsewhere in Finn or Buber l.c.

<)  hutbbiography l.c. p % 3)See Nissenbeun's Lublin l.c. or Fimn 1l.c. etc
) Kissenbzum's Lublin l.c. p 39 5) anshe Shex l.c. g 5. 6 Finnl.c.p 4=
) Hagorem Vol = l.c. » IO note 34.
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[ter th- beginnin of this hideocus perisd, IO 3ut even wefore there appecr
1o lizve Deen a not inconsider:ble number of wandering preschers. The Yeven

w“éuzulzn imples T .eir existeacs srner it eLys thel wandering pregchers were
-ndsomely irested in rolend. <' These szre elluded to by the Lithuwnisn Pinkas 2)
ve Tochicnim - £ iAo 4’ ™  We do not find this title usually applied

A v 4 ga . ¥ 3
The nems indiactes an individuwl preaching ethical

Lo resident preachers, =
EEr1H0 .Se Ins ite of the nume it sppears frow the Lithuenzin Pinkes thot they
sere looke. upon «ith suspicion as - disrejutcbls lot. They were nci hliowed
Z0 nGdress & congregition unl se taey wer: wuthorised to do so by the Parnassinm
—ud the chisf Agb, S0 strict were tuey =t ihe time 4ith their preechers tact
one dgb #itn kis chief of the haiel 31 not suffice. all 5) the Heuds of the
sommunities vogetner witn ire cnief nod Lo grant the permit. de snall svezulat
490N wne reszson Jor inis severily below. L.ter on the term /1_9// WES
ju-Lz often used for resident pgrecchers eund pe szus it lost some of 1te in=-
cemplimentary import. we hyv. tre well-inuwzn “"Yochizeh' of Foloniei. R Jacob
lgaae, tne Bpoikesnan of tae Besit.  His predecessor was known us Jehudah Leid

WA, 38 o myy M
wkdliecn

o [ Bolozmoi." 6) Mot wlweys wes ilie preacher, however. & wandering

Legger or even & peid offic zl. Some .reachers were guitc well to do. A cuse

i, point was 2 Abrelem Reppopbyt Shrenzel _reacher in lemberg, <ho even cisyensed
4’

I} Pinkas Lita lec. zrt. 596. uces tie espression WDV 523 e’U’J 20, :.a!

&s if such & phenomenon “ad neber .een bzlore. <Y Althougs ther tue very
rs pﬂctabl term 'darshan s used. 3) Pinkus Ll?a art 596. ‘

) R Zliakim Getzel, apprrently a respected individual who afterwards bocime
Rozh “=th Din - - of Jaborow, described zs ‘'lochiach' in

Nigsenbeun's Lublin l.ce 2. I0IL. Bit this is excstpti nul.
5) Pinkes Litw ert 595 49 4K 22 25 M .,,[},{,,.? Lir 902 [l
lotice tie pralal” 6)oreseiski —@aan ! Bloeha
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cherity. He supported disciples and distributed much wealth, according to the
deseristion of the minuies of one of the syn:gogues in Lemberg. 1) He was
»lso = Gabbal of Falestine Cherity.,

Feny preachers that «e know of were also femous helachists.  Every Eagpid

( LJ
thet #&s glso & = HZZﬁI - & Rosh Beth Din - deci ed ccses and acted as guide in
rituclistic practises, asnd was therefore an Hzluchist, But some were actually
femous zs heleochists while Being preacrers =i the same time. This is true of
Lymiiing €.1k00

1he wbove —entioned R Abrehem Rappoport Shranzeldthe author of = book of Repsona
celled sthan Heaezrachi~ _ A 235/ /éﬂfk In the seme book zre to be found
his prechments, mnd they zre not few, for numerou: occasions, empecially in
memorizn sermons for indivikdusls =nsd communitibs mussacred during the
Hmelnitski period. R Josesh ben Mei:zr Teemim ¢ I7F0 tzz author of the “"Feri
" = " 1') 2 - 3 L
legadim" +“as enother preacher - halzchist who zlsc published his ermons together
.ith respons.. R Meier of Luulin snother f:imous halachist of the ITth century
was ejually famous s & preucher.

Uthers there were who wers not known as halachist. R Zphraim Solomon of
Leczyz , who slthoughBab of frague, was not &an H:lachist of note. This is true
0f all the preachers sho were known merely &s "Kaggig lesherim". Thos is true
letzr of meny of the first founders of Hassidism #ho were known es mefgidim
«s zlready mentionsd sbove. e huve no record of en helechist who w 8 a

[65 Gty

4andering prezcher or mochizch 3) A loses of Pr,emﬁia compleing in his ‘Mateh

I)Bober's Ansche Schem l.c. P I<e 3)Hagoren VOl 4 l.c. p I76 note &5

L)Hd p & 1t L2 fo 75T
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"_she' thut preachers are not scholars, merely knuwing = little .gudih.

An emazing number of pre.chers we meet with in Polena were Kubbelists.

4 Sumuel Zdels f:mous author of "Maharsha" complains of this I). Famous preacher I
keBbalists were liunthen Spira of Urccow cied 1633. who wrote a Kebbalistic work 1'1
“Legzaleh Amukoth", Joseph Dubno C I700 zuthor of Jesed. Joseph, ligir ben Issac
of Tzrnopol ¢ I700 zuthor of 'Moor Katon" end others <) 1.ny of theee
Kebbilist -prezchers were cclled just “darshan' es R Samuel Dershan of Lublin
¢ 1660 3) The Hassidic Maggidim were of course Kabbalists and noti Hezlachisis.
That there wes this inclinztion towabds the “ab balch zmong preuchers in
‘enerzal is een from what K&mon 4) h:s to szy =zbout the preecher of his town.
Vaimon found him alone engsged in ihe Kecbbalh and from him he begen to lsarn
itz doctrine. .
The “eth “umidrash sould be more often scenes of a discourse then the
more offici 1 Deth Heknessth. About R Joshush F .1k, R Juseph Ben leier
Teumim =lreudy mentioned and many others it is remerked thit they precched ih
the or their Peth & midrash &) The preschers who were zppointed to _reach to
ine youthzs of the ecademy 6) preached ther of course. Since sermons were
disliversu on verious im ortint moments of life such as marriage , decth, birth,
Llie wers deliverea outside tne synagogue in ihe priv. te homes of the proto=-

dornists. The Lithuanian Pinkas 7Y im, lies thet w. ndering preachers precched

1) Zunz Goittesdiensrliche Vortrage l.c. p 446. Z) Comp Gescgichte

dar Judem im Polen upd Rasslemd by Dr J Meisl Vol < (Berlin 1942) p I5I

2) Nissenbaum's Lublin l.c. p 8&, §) Autopigraphy l.c. p 928.

5) Anshe Shen l.c. p €5 p dI. 6) Zinz Gottesdienstliche Vortr:ge l.c. p444

Y1.c. art 596
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.1s0 o/ iside the synagoge. The words us=d czr: "other plices". Lre we to
underst:nd by this private homes or perhaps the street. e know that i Italy
w .
people gould sometimes g:ther in the street tc listen to = preccher I)  Would
tie szme thing happen in Foland]  Je kuve znother source for the fect thet
an unroofed spot woulo sometimes be the scene of = crowd listening to a preacher.
an euthor of the sevent enth century writes = s follows; " This derashah"
. 4 Hin cace v
my son preuched in the swouttyard - Hazgr - of Kosoue.” 2)  ®ee preaching went
ow in the open air. On the title pzge of the "Keli Yakef" published in
.
smsterdem I767 thers is = picture of & prescher, sppurently, harsguing an
auuience oulside the synzgoguce.
shen the prsacher spoke on a special occasion, the subject mutter qf his
szgw.mmwnm
sermon woulu netupally be the occaiovn. e talked about/sig ificnace of =
departed individuzl. “emorizl sermons were wery oft=n deliverec. either in the
]
home of the relatiwes, since the synzgogue could not be used for‘Hsapedim, om
in the synsgogue if the deperted one was & sufficiently great scholur 3)
‘e cemdtry wus tlso zel , of course, thplhce of funeeal sermons 4). R
Abranme Rappoport slready alluded tg spoke often on the cemetry 5) But ze
mede guite a speclality of emmori:l sermons, which ne published in his "Zihean
voluntery preacher :
dgzlerachi". This bew:iled - mas.id' - every great men of his time. He

deliver<d @ number of sermons on the occ si n of the distruction of the various

Ukrainien cities at the hends of the Gossucks, in 1648, One of his sermons

| /,
1YI) Hagoren VU1 l.c. PICZ note = &) Jetsteln'S“-jg L’{;ﬁ?'ﬁ 1l.co
iq the pest czlled 2 »=29 p. <03. 3'Urech Chayim I5I . I

4) anshe Shem l.c. 0 I 5\ Ibid &
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. »t
wes delivered on hnuther‘ournful occasiun II’ when the Jesuiis of Lemberg

epproprizted = newly built synegogue for ia ir use. Jhen it wes returned to

tlie Jews, he deliver=a « jnyfuygermon.
1

a4 text from the portion of the .<eek - Sidrsh - would be the toyic or zt leesi
tae sterting point of most sermons in the Synagogue. Eost books of sermons
published =t thet time hcve sermons for every parashzh, Yet R Lhroim Scolomon
com.laing that the pre chers od bis tims woulu not use & Biblic 1 verse but
roiner a text or texts from th Yidrash 2) On the festivals the subject
metter would be these Yestivalsm neturally or it would be regentunce on the

emn

"Solemes D.ys". R Ephraim, se find used to preach make the vices such zs
culumny, enmity. pride oC ile rich uznd learned and such like abuses hks
subjects mutéer, by shich he clefmed he giined the enmity of many important
individuals 3)

The usuzl sermon Ssems 10 nezve Been = lewrned discourse or & sublle

discussione They would discover contrudictions in the !“idrash or 1 1lmud, which

tiey woulsd most ingenicusly reconcile. +hece zre the words of 3 Bphraim's
charge 4) " The custom shoulc be established tbed to pre:ch on 2 Sebbath on the

subject of morzlity and the injunctions of the Torzh not to engeze in hair

splitting discumsiens of the Vidrash which is of no concern to the people”.

I1)I) Ibid 2} Gudermenn quellenschrift l.c. p 86.
3) Zunz l.c. p 447 note 1 4) Guderm.nn's Juellenschriften l.c.86

&
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“ersonzn observer of the seventeenth century tells us tuet the prezcher would
not deliver wn edifying sermon but would merely explzin durk pessages in the
Tulmud I) As so many of the preachers were halachists, they used the method
of felucha azlso in préaching. The fab when he preached, probzbly, uelivered
[ I - - i ’
z 'pilpul’s In the olden times the term, darash ectually meant to Geduce z
liw from z verse. Thct 'darlhnim'in Poland were not merely hzlszchieis is
ocbvicue from tlie booke many of them pub¥ished «hich conisined no lew.  But
the metnod wes pilpulistic, evenuien they preucned on texts of the pur shs
or ou sctters of life. Even R Aphreim himself sho prerched for edificution
ised the msthod of pilpul. dhen hz wents to tel us <) th.i men im powers
should consider himself = servant of those who elected him r:ther th.n the
lord, he works it our by thke method of pilpul. His thought is beautiful when
he says thet if this le.aer eirry the burdon of his comvunity he ie to be
reverea, but it ihey ca ry him le is a‘nasha’- svil men e But this he deduces
in the most devious fusnion from variuus conflicting stutegente in the Tilmud
which .re finully reconciled by he division of the concept 'office' into t.o
kinu-. inis is Chiliuk = divisiun or analysis = or piljpul, S5till R Bphrzim's
Fr;achmenta were of ethical impsrt. ‘This wes not the case, #c jucge from his
complaints and other sources, with 'most other pre che: 5. Jhen R Joseph ben

ligier Teumim 3) visited Lublin and prewuched thie® one Suckoth, he was interrupted

1) Zunz lece p 444 note D. <) 01.loth Bghraim (Amsterd:m I779)
part § article on Vrdinutions 3)anshe Shem l.c. p °7.
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i

by inuividu.ls who found his reazoning ,fellacious, ulthough he hed
especially asked them not to., The fect <hil ne hud to meke a
request of this nuture points to wue frequency of such occurcnces
wnd 15 The fact th:t the discourses were such &8 lent themselves
to interrupfiuns of this nuture, They wer=z thet is to suy pieces
of reasoninz. They received = certain defin,te form which was
elmost univers:1ly followed. Tiie fellewing little sermon I) is
iypicil of the whole cluse wnd gives one a very good idea of what
Polish Jews enjoyed if they dide For = text & midrash is used -
& lenglny citetion in which difficuliies arc implicit., Then
comes ihe problems. (Tuey hid the most remerkeble faculiy of
discovering problems. Finally comes the solution, in which the
contradictions &re reconciled wod the Cifficui.ize sxpliired.
y~eat:  In the lidrash we huve the following: the pupils of
febbi wsked him: Jret verse supportis the sentence irn ths lidrash
et thirteen yeurs tl: boy becomes “ar NitzweR! ‘e answered: the
veree, "fourty siripes siell ye £ive no more” supports it. How
then, sskec the disciples, could you ci nge en injunciicn of the

Torah? The tescher vnswerec: Tre words cf » suge aere weightier
them the words of the Torah - ( A very dark text.!

“he problem is I. Diu not the pupils of Rabbi know, znd
could Le nct direct them to the incident of Simeon wnd Levi uhere

it says "Zach took his sword”, wlihough “evi was only thirteen

I)T:ken from Mitteilungen zur Judischen Volkskuncie I€ J « I
Jdien I8IZ p «7 Delivered by e Swer Mitzwah.
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tue first questicn of the pupils: 3 dhii comnesctiun is there between
the first crd second juestiun? Three gproblems. MNow comes the

solution. The words of the texi: ¢t thirteen years is 1o be tezxen

to mean gn the Gay in which he turns ... ©cn. +3 is wads une
discizle sintsc Tu knose How. /e kno. Tatil L.Irieen Lsens oL w O
1 R T = M =% 3. o - - 3
SJeilbrs WILIILSEN. I'ec LWLis ALbU realy 1s Tupcer 5 yin  wil..e +“neua
‘T suys 'fuurty sukigss' it musins one s.ord gfiouriy; which reully

4ould GE Oppos=d T0 Lie daw Tiel on uhe way on which e iz thirteen

ne ig Bor itzyen. To thig nz repliss shit Wi sords of Tac ssgss

some mere ausstions wou provlems wne furtiner wnswers and soluticns.

for tae vain pilpul nnd I, lse interpretati.ns of preccicrs ey Jere
uitec sherply critvised at the time. 2!/ Some nelsechisisaoulc daiscover
—ccording to which confliciing gpinion of the T lmudic szges concerning
certt:in matters of ritucl or civil law, Hemen sweleu or aflususrus  Or
sgter ! Some sould explein & puzsling verse in 30 wzys or 3<=D wWeys
<.e lutter number being the sum of ihe numbers corresponding 1o the

. would distort <« sentence explsining

for inetince thc verse. e plecec his hends on tlie hexd of the burnt

. - | Fo %\ . =

T et e T ne s 3= <) fugoren leCae P 108, =} Itia
<) Ipid . 176 und Nissenbzu,'s Lublin lece p 29+ 3 David Darshen c I5e0
compOseu w L 0lopsvic for precchéng in his Teoseil L Doavida '




C lre=dvy alladar o tHe nEn ! : :
dc hove elreudy alluded o the meny precchers who were kebuelicis, 1%

£ e:re thel meny delivered discourses-of a Ksbbelistic nsture. Thasy would

-
=

st .temsnt kebbelisiicelly, or uctus
on the Zohers  This kind of preeching wlreauy, tle beginnin

Yy, wroused ihe wniegoniem of 7. Samucl Zdels the famous commentutor

of tne Telmud s:ys ne 3. '"Preacliers in .ur time preech concernin

<hs myspery of the Mume (of 903), mutters utterly [ atestic.' & liathan
Spiru of Crucow died IGLZ. mentionsd wbove initroduced the pilpul melnod

Z:. nic Rubbelisiic serronc. <) wistner T lmudic or Kebbulisiic the
grenchments were ChAiddussnim - novellue. Zuell prescuer tried to discover

sometning nes in ihe wey of interpretitin o gistortion, inen, hoaever,

& ¢.ne to corsider « group of pre chers thit flourisdd during th: ITtn
esntury, +c +ill have 1o conclude thel taey éiG rot h:ve us thekx rurpose
congregevion. e know thom as
Creddushim, but r dner Lue stirring of tne&u_Lhorea of & terror lilerciure.
thnc innumertble uemous th-i
Jhey delighed in ucseribing tue fires of the lcouer regiuns, &t a moments’

notice «ill pounce ugon cny sinner. 3) Yeir ten Isa c of Turnopcl,
cutnor of Meor Keten wnd Naphtoli @erz of Finsk wuthor of Yetch Heyeshar =
sotn of the severtcenth century cro outstanding exumples of thie schoeol.
Mhey preeched to edify, teling from the Kebbzleh their mechinery for punish-
ment or mesns of rewurd.

From the very neme they bore = Yochichinm - ithe wandering preechers

oD 40 [ Alr.a p } AL p',\‘?’;q)

1) Zunz l.ce. p %45 Notc de # PP/:‘ ’_”"Pc-’ LerRd &Niye ay &

. 1 = = = - =124 r Sl W
<) Compure S Dubno.'sc history f the Jews in Russiz s=nd Poland 'Phildelphia

1216} Vol I P I3S. 3) As for instrnce the Keb If yusher by 4.0 Leldanouer
g J100. &) Compzre J leri

s1 Geschichte l.c. Vol < Pp I<% es.
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iee eppear 1o live precched sermon

1ed ihose purpose Jes not to exhibit
heir ingenuity in discovering ne. interpretczticns but rather inirring
) .
vie people by exhortciion I) end rebuke. It is perhpss =
thet just these ethicel pruschers
peing thet they speck

= 1ittle ang
superfloous words

ge

disrepute, the recson given
" i\
- -
suy:ihey do it for their own glory and just to

L]
nd the Tekengh goes on to
collect morey 3'.
muet hzve been soemthing like our present-day revivalist prewchers, stiking
y thed
Yowards ine

They

rror into pso.le b, their thre tes of dire punishment in after liic.
.nd of cur perio
=rose precchers shose feme

round ithe middle of
sermons of ethiczl import

alone.

the I&th centur
ve come down to our duys, end pgein preszched
men like _.} cob wrenz known ts the Dubner
aggid whose fubles wene truasluteu into Yiddiss or 3 Zzekiel Feivel ol
Tilne %) «ho received the upplzuse of the very greet man ¢f kis time such
sc the Guon of Vilna, 3 Josgeps ben Keier Teurnin,
dith the rise of ugssidiéu a new form of plfeacning Brotse.
szig many of the founde
'hey lik

170K As alre=dy
of this movement were pre chers end Kebbaliste.
ewise inculged in ingenicus interpretetions but, not for its svke
hey h d u purpoce which suffused their preichmentc and made them
very appeuling.
pf their preeching

I em reproducing from Meiomon's autobdégraphy an example
"Sing unto God & new SOng;

His preise is in the congregztion. (Psalm 1541)
ol Aasth
I} Pinkes L:Lta art ::°r. uses the vwords : & b pi 'p‘?//
<) Ibid/sic. E / L/H a2t 3 Fr70@d D
-Z 7o FE ) g ’:-'!.3::(‘ J'J’
%) Finn's Klry_n Liemenel 1. c. e

viica Il
5) 1,¢. o I6I
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Qur superiors explain this verse in the following way. The attribute cf Goo
.& the most perfect being must surpass gy f:r the atiributem of every finute
being; end consesuemtly His pruise, ¢s the expression of Eis stiributes,

must likesise Burpese the pr ise of wny such bsing. Till the present time

.ue priise of God ¢ nsisted in ascribing to him su,ern_yural operetiznms,

such ue ithe diﬁchery 6f wuat ic conce led, tna foreceing of the future end
ine production of effects immediitely by Eis mere will . liow, Yowever the
Euints; th-t is, the superiors, .re sble to perform cuch supernetural zctions
Liiemsclves. Accordingly in ihis respsct God hes no lorger preeminence over
them; and 4t is therefore necess ry to find some ne. pre.ise, wnich is prop.r

to God zlone Her. the purposs is obviius to show trs greatn?ss of the
Teaddike
Thet the prewcher wes not Leld in the highest esteem is evident from
ihe fz€t thit he wes below the "ab in importunce. Mimonculle ihe preucher
of hie town, the under - Rabbi. I}  Je have elrecdy seen above how books o
hed to be written defending precching &g .dnst att-cks on the score of iis
v;in.pilphlism. On the pert of scholere preuching wes despised because it
wug merely ageduh | de elso find un objcetion beczuse of the gestures
end behevicur of preachers «hile preuching. They skip gbout &nd clap their
Linds. 3) This would om the cenirary show th:t precchers become emoticnel
end did not alweys displiy pilpul. But they were ovjected 1o on this score.
aboul the uundering'Preachers .6 giready heve lecrnt dn Whut disesteen

they were held. 1 huve only to wdd thut the minutes of the Council cf the

I) l.c. 0 98 2) Hegoren l.c. & I06 note <5 2 Ib P INE Note 34.
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Four Lends or mountebenks. I) At best they wers locked upon z£ beggers.

The feact thel thewe were prewchers who were held in very crezt esteem es !

men like R Ephraim Solomar would be does not contradict the fazct that s
& wnole not the highest velue was ett.ched to presching.
The method used wey have nhed something to do with it. 4+t must have
been very tedious tec listen tc ithe intricute end subtle discuesissicns of
uneerth}y protlsms to uhich the most unearthly solutions were discovered.z)
ferhiye they would flock to listen to the wamdering ethicel preschers.
But they were & disreputczble lot. 1t eppecrs immgkhy slso th:t the sermons
were rether lengtihy. They huu 10 ve postuoned 1o the aftermnon 2) beczuse
of their mength 4). Yet some preschers must heve been listened to with
grset interest and joy. Crods flocked to heer R Rphxmimx  Ezekiel Feivel.
s11 enjoved him end preised him. Such is the comment upon his preaching
mede by various contemporaries of kis 5) e delivered purely 'Musser'
sermons, S0 aid R Yacob Krunz &nd he h:d & lerge following &nd meny others.
4r oceasion woula, in all probebility lend efrfectiveness ic & sermon.
when R OAbr hem Reppoport delivered e 'hespea' over ithe mertyre of Krotoshim
or lemicrov, 6) tre heurers must k' ve been deeply moved. Utherwise the
enjoyment ihe heurers cerivec {rom & ciscourse must heve been cue to ihe
success of following ite intricecies.
Nethen & 1o Haenover, sutior of the Yeven IZitsulah, spezks in glowing
terme of the stute of le rning i his time, thet is around I648. The following

”
I) Hegoren .c. p IO Note 36 using the worods. P /A2 <) R hryeh of

Bielsk speczks tc thés effect quoter by L agoren lets b IOS, 2) Zolkiew Pinkes
lece p 7 &) Cormpure &lso the wcrds.of Lz=on ae quena as to length

of sermon suvted in “zgoren l.c. p=ge 107 note 31. 5Y Finm lec. P S4<.
6)snshe Shem l.c. pp 7 ss.
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is whut he seys: "There ie no proof needed of the fsct th .t there never was
so much Torah enywnefe in Isrgel &s in Polend. Every community would support
nccdemies, the he ¢s of wnich would receive high salaries, so thut tﬁey mhght
be c¢nzbled te support zcedemies uithoqi worry, =nd thet the Toreh might be
their exclusive occupsti.r. ‘there wes hardly a house in 2ll the lend with-
cuv scholars. .. community of fifty individuzlse could show twenty scholérs
whc were celled 'morenu'.  agein the same author rhapsodises: “Ne man
lefi mardsx the House of dWorsni, withowt heiring sords of Loruh from the
mouth of =some scholer cr engeging in ¥idrxsk Mishneh or Bﬁﬁla or Halacheh.
Fur there #zs no synagogue without many groups od scholars who tazight others
in the synsgogue immedictely «fisr preyer evening end morning.”  Undoubtedly
tiie Beth Hamidresh hummed with the busy lewrners who were more often than
rot, not professional scholurs but ordinery lsymen . Ber of Eolechow 2)
tells us that after he wus zlrezdy merriec, hec “devoted & fixed time every

d y to studying the Tslmud and its commenteriss in the ®eth Hemidrash. "
Sometimes even leesrners - lomedim - would be paid tc sit in the synegogue
wnid leern. Gome tich patron mizht leave in his will money for the purpose
of -—zinteining such *lomodim'.2) Leening wmust have been widesprezd if,

towards tne end of the If th century, the fact is sttested to that the

butchsrs od Crucow were frmous for their scholarship. )

Yet inspite of all this we have A Soleron Luriz c I5S80 complainigg

I)Cutsi=znding scholurs werc thuers called mewning, our teacher, wnd these

hed the right of rendsrijg deeisiuns. JMemoirs of Ser of Bolichow edited
by I Vishnitzer [Oxford Press I%.:c) p 8+ . 3er lived around I77
3) FKiesenb.ur's Lublin l.c. p I00 P P19 nlpbt (€ fA

s

paal 12l g4, e [ Yol lrale o7l —
This will wee mede out in I770. 4) R Isruzel Surazina is guoted to this effect
in Kutz 219l 30D ,.')//J(‘ 1eCo P 45
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bitterly of the state of leamhing in his time I) "Thz ordeined ", sxzys he, tre
meny , but scholars {ew. and as soon s he is ordainec he gathers rounc him
youihE ugon whom he expends vest sume of money, 1ike the lerde who hire retzines
. .ere er. vld men who cun follow no discussion in the Talmud end &re only old
in yeers, who ordzin pupils for rewerd. —“hie detracts somewhal from the
praise indulged in by Yeven Yetsulsh. Tt dces not, however, destroy the .
25 we heve zlready pointedouf

fact thst the synagogues, with the sxception of the officiel oney was not =
plece for learning, presented glmost allthe time scence mede elive b the
occupation of lesrning. 2) Lven during prayer there woeuld be individuals
engaged in heeted discussions of some mo?t point in the Telmud and distur®
the worshippers st preyer, 3)

The greatest pert of the dayrahile the older pecple and heuds #f farilies
- ba'elei batim - hud to ebsent themselves from the “eth HBamidrash in order
to mezke a¢living , the youihs filled it. A Peth Hemidrash with large
numbers of youths swuying over the Telmud wes & COmmoOn gight in every
community of Poland. = comnunity of only fifty members weuld support
thirty youths with thelr prolsges, the Yeven letsuleh tells us. To
e.ch 'b;ch;}? wes essigned t#¢ boys whor he had to tesch. It has zlreedy
been remerkec in e former chapter th t suchk = Beth “‘amidrash would be

czlled e Yeshivehs I+ wes the embition of scholers to conduct such &

Yeshiven. %) de elrecdy had occasion irx this puper tc note how Rabbi

I)Ibid. %) Ephruim of Lzczyezn tells us thet in Prigue, in every EYyNegogue
clesses in 1lidrash were ipstitated in which every Jew hecd to perticipete morning
wnd efebing. cuoted in Gedermax 's guellenschriften l.c. P 2z,

2) Gudermenn's quellenschrifte. l.c. 3 105 %) Yeven Ystsuleh.
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Joshuazh Fzlk HeCohen - Seme - ¢ 1600 received together with his bride a
Beth Pemidrzeh where he conducted his Yeshiveh snd supported the young
scholers I).  As the Yeven Letsulzh quoted obove, tells us, there were
specizl hedds of accuemies, 4) who were not Rabbis at the same time and
received dine salariese, noi for themselves though put to support the disciples.
But where chere were monsgecisl functionurics or independent scholars,

1ike R Joshuzh Falk, to corduct an acedemy, the "ab - &b “eth Din, presikdent
of the court, = ntu to conduct it. 3) The smellest communily gccording

to the Litiwwenisn Pinkas nzd to have, at lesst, eightcen bachurim. 4)

No community says the Finzes may decrease the ﬁ&b'a sglery by refusing to
support his scholars. 5) wnich shows that part of this official's sulary
wert for the upkeep of youths. Seys the Leven :etsuluh, further; “Jhen
youngsters come ircm & digtznce they were immedi:tely set to learning under
a toccner thet wae hired for them. If they were fit for scnolarship they
were supported ell the timefinully being t.ken into the house of some

Lell to-do member of the community, =8 the husb: nd of his cuughter. If

he be not fit for sgholarship, he wus gpprenticed to some trade. Sons

of the rich &nd sons of the poor £11l, spperently ettended the Yeshiveh, if
ihey were at cll receptive of T lmudic le.ning. The Lithusnaan Pinkes
mskes const.ut provisiums lor the poor =nd denounces &y community thet

is lix in this uutys 6)

m—— —— o4
1)  Anshe Shem l.c. p 80. 2) Usuelly designated g > stancing for .o
M?Mﬂ 3)The Takenotl tc this gffect m_t_ne f:‘gnxasﬂl\.:nt:: are 1?5105_
See puregrephs 4°, I<I, 35%, 513, 588, 5.8 D;;. Fos. ?-_Plnh;s Lita lacs
per: 588. 5) ibid Isl. 6) Pink=s Lite l.c, 587 Tihe PInkés ?f‘%olkles )
l.ce p 9~ publishes erticlss in «hich (L necessity of estcblishing & Yeshiv:n
enc supporting ite inmedes is moezt sulzxnly declared.
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In zddition to being supported By iue community, individuel memoers
sould consider &t a duly io have usually, .t leest, one youth with his
two proteges uine &t his tezble, some very generous souls keeping them through-
out the yeur. I The Pinkes of Zolkie. mekes i compulsory for euch Rosh,
of unom therc were four in the town.(they werc the lewding execulives of
the community‘ to suuport at le st, one ‘bachar' during the entire term; the
"tubim® - wnother kind of eeecutive - must support two Luchurim, and the
remsining executives must support v cseen iliem ¢11 the bichurim left over. <)
According to the ‘even lietsulah, th- buchurim would wctuelly, receive &
definete sumfpf money every week., The Yeven “etsulah is joyful over the

L]
fact that it is efzry scholer s deszire to vbecome ¢ROsh Yeshivuh - Head

of icedemy. 2 Bphroim of Leczycie confimrs this enthasiuen for lecrning
emong the Je.e of Polend but condems it in the following terms; "'ost of
our scholurs are very proud of their mchievemenis and exhibit no trace
of thet modesiy they themselves exalt in speech and writing. On the
contrary, in their heurts they despise suyone J.0m they believe to b=
not so grect & scholur nd think to bhemselves; lione but I." 3)

I is no wondsr thet everyone in Folend wes efter scholarship and the
scholurastic profession. The Roush Yeshiven was & most respected and

importert official. In Lublir he received the title of Rekior, wes free

from all taxation and was subject to-omly ome court - the king's &% He

hud complete jurisdiction over all the Yeshivan fellows. &), Iﬁgener-l

— I—

I) Yeven Ketsuleh. 2) Fink:s Zolkiex l.c. £ I06.
3) couted by Gedermann's cuellenschriften l.ce » 8% 4\ Bglaben's Lublin
l.cs |8 LN
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echolers who made le.ruing thsir exclucive occupation were freed by the Kahzl
from peying vhe communel tax. I)  in, scholar th.i came to eny community
in the course of his journey,sc = the Yevin, was not obliged to havé recourse,
if he wes pennilese, tc the communal.. charity chest, but could knock at

the door of =ny Farnes, who was compelled to thro. his home cpen 10 him.

The Rosh Yeshiveh, he says further, was showered with gifts and honours.

Ho one left the s}nagugue on Sabbzth befors him and his Eymagagum scholzrs.
fhe whole congregatiun then met them up to the house of the Rosh Yeshivzh

es & sign of respect. He receiveo the most important sliysh Shelishi.
Scholars recieved special titles - Reb was common tc =11 Jews. by which

they werc called up to the Toreh. The highest "orzru', thie next in r.mnk
'lever'. 8) Only one «ho occupies himself exclusively with scholcrship

up to, et least, eleven ye:rs after his merriage end who ie not under

thirty mey recieve the title "Morenu'. The 'laver' must h ve made the
Toe:h nis occupeticn for &t least, two years zfier his marriage and whose
gonduct is unimpeachable. 3) Appurently thuse titles were noi bestowed

so much for eqturl present knowledge as for & type of beheviiur.  accord-
ing to Meimon scholars would even be distinguishe. by their speciczl

zarments. 4) Booke had to be distridbuted free of charge to scholars

of the Beth Hemidr-sh who could no aiford tksmseixesx to buy them
themselves, desrees im the Lithuanizn Pink&s.‘y e wonder whether that

-

1) Pinkes Litc l.c. Fura 532, 607. 2) Pivkes Lita l.c. 59<, 593.
3) Ibid. &)tutobiography l.c. p I3. 8) (L nten, AT S $&7

17![44 ;"-ayOr’{'-" J’.:/H-f r*‘:‘ﬂ:/ﬁ,v ‘-"/.“'"7*/ » n/ﬂ f:
V?M ;Q,}rr
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meuns that over and -hove what the eynggogue shelves contained, scholars
hed to be wupplied with books for their own exclusiwe use. This certainly
would We z privileze.The Rosh Yessh:in.l'a]'z, thet is he who devoted himselfl

exclusively to study andipaching was considered of greatestimport:nce than

tae Reb syas the Yeven Metsulan. I)  Scholarship undoubtly stood very
high, when =z young lady would be recommended tc the poesible groom or his
family by the fact that her brothers were scholars 2)

dhetier in the Beth Hamidrash or in the Yeshivsh, old or young, all
gnguged in bui one subject of study; the Telmud and it s commentarie: or
less frequently, the later codes such as the Y@d Hachzz:. <h or the Tarim,
and later tne mmkaixrx schulchen ..ruch. The most requently met .ith term
indic ting the subjecte studied is : ..h"faﬁ stending for Gemars.h} Reshi p‘)”»
znd Toseforth 3). Th: bachur trained his proteges in __.A‘ab At
ihe Ysshivzh. the heud delivered z diecourse on /f.gé s which the
scholars would dilligently pursue, veried by the Turim or the like iz the
luxer scgon of the yeer. The Yeven “etsulen, from which the -bove
informetion is taken elso gives us the p rticulsars of the method pursued
et the weademy. Suys he ‘They - the pachirim - studicd under the Rosh
Yeskiveh in the summer from tne month of Iyer up ie¢ b, ena in the whnter
from Heshven to Shevet. After Shevet or ab ihey could go wherewsr they
wert to study., ¥rom Iyur to the Festivul of Shevoth and from Heshven to

Chanukali, &l ine members of the aczdemis wouldlearn Gemarzh, “ashl snd

) Cmp Meisi's ieschichte lec. Vol I p <71 . 1so Buleben's Lublia l.c. 3 <2
<) Wemoirs of Ber of Bolechow lice. p 80 3 See Yeven ®etwulah l.c. Finkas
Lit . l.c. pure I43 etc.
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Tosafoth, every diy tx H lachuh, thet is une puge of Gemereh with the Rashi
«nd Rosufoth. Befure the Hewd errive. the students sould guther to discuss
the xukjset Heli€heh srmong themeslves.  uhen he arrived esch wculd pressnt
nis aifficulty to him Jhich he clsared up. Then, all remiesning silent,

tse He.d prescnted hic novelle - Chiddushiz - on the Melacheh in juestion.
Aftsr anlca he 'seial Chilluk ', in:t is, he pointed out =1l the contradictions
in the Uemaral, Rushi or Tosaloti. Upon reconciling them, he would discover
furtaer contrudictions inm the solutiuns he offered, chich he agein reconciled
until the “slucnal remisned esteiblished beyond juesticn or doubt. For the
rust of the wciaemie ye r, they would engige in either the Reb Ailfes or the
Turim.

dscehers - melumedim - vere engaged to huve thiédr pupils study wlso
Visinah and the portice of the week in the rentiteuch I) But Yeshivah
yuuthzzot seenm to heve gone bepond the Polmud znd ite comment.ries =nd some
of the lever codes, Thsse subjeets, cspociglly tie Telgud, studisd mecord=
in to thz method of Chilluk, explained <bee by the uuthor of the Yeven
“gtsulen must hive crecuied = good dezl of commotion in the synugogue.
de heve slready alluded to the d_sturbance of prauers due *~ it,

From no less & Talmucic suthority, then R Srmuel 3dels, & pilpulist
himeslf,- buberusha ¢ I600 - do ve heve the following criticism of the
prevailing wetsod of lewrning. “He who is especiuclly skilled in this vuin

3% ) SRR
pilpul. .r receives approbatli u. wvery one tries to reguie his fellow
and iherefors iney cen nmever errive ai ithe Haluchuh. For such cecuisiry

merely lsuds one awey from ihe truih, end doss not bring him to ithe desirsd
and 3). R Eparsim of Leczycze terms it ' lying pilpul’. &)

(') 1
I' Finkas Lit. lece Fars 35<. z) K;‘” r f-arg

3) (uoted by Toledoth Huposkim by § ¥ Chones (@ rsaw IS4< ) F 283.
4) Gudermenn's cuellenschriften l.c. P 3.
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any subject oulisde those mentiored abouve wes prohibited. dJhen Ber
of Belecuow I) began to study Lautin he says: “Some of the people in our
sommunity beg.n to ;;gé;; ebout me, znd suspect my feith, sgping I lecrned
these things, God forbid, not for God_s sexe, cnd 4 had to give up my
seculer studies, 1 accu.ied myself then entirely with the study of the
Torzh".  Condisering the fect thet we comz across s0 many during fhi;
period who hetu the titls *Doctor' or Ropheh', highly.respectad members
of the community, (meny of them representatives of tneir communities) it
can not be that suculur studies were frowned upon. Mubbi Fischel of
Cracow ¢ I550 was a graduate of the medicel faculty of en Italiun University
anc was "a® of Cracow. But philosophy was looked upon with & good deal
of suspicion. R Solomon Luris ¢ I580 expresses himself vehemently against
philosophy in z rcspmpsa to R iﬁses IsSerles 2) who wes more lenient
to it 23). R.tpoq‘nodena ¢ 1629, writing about Yoland deplores ihe neglect
of secul r studies by ‘olish Jews. &)

ageinet the study of the k‘ob&l h therec was elmest universal agreement
umong” the Talmudists of ‘olund. Both § Poses isserlee and R Solomon Luria
er= oppsed 1o it. “There is more feer of erring through the Agbbaleh than

through philosophy" s.ys ine former 8). R Bolomon sho is included amongst

the Rabbaliste is equally emphatic. "Do not follow their paths" he §8ys

I'See “emoirs l.c. p 8Os Z)Hegoren Vol I p 3. J-'f;)h 2 -_Uig.?g\f

adln _Ano Jesdrse _Ansh! _dliah ‘alnl  Slob
et 2'# /%ﬁhj ffr‘ljﬁﬂgh-‘;wT“ /4 e zfrrl o St

T.c sume R Solomon spewks . in the highest terms
of &« “ewigh Physicien of his tire. R Solomon Ropheh. ‘‘csponsz 21 of

Teshuboth neshel. ' Sunz l.c. p 846 lNote ce -i:) Hagoren Vol I p %
where he culls philoscphy s@I0? a7 5 1Hesponsa !lemahﬁ;,

purej 6" end 7

[owlal (o5 Aol it fon /r‘? /‘-l'f dgal~




page T3. |

alluding to the Kubbalists. I) The Herem of Srody agzinst the assidic |
Sect cont ins en injunction ageinst learning the “zbbalah bsfore the age of ;
foriys all the same, i wes quite extemsively studied. in the time of R

Sclomon Luria meny studied the Repbalzh who,:ccording to him, knew no Tilnud '
and not even Midrush or Pible. iHe terms them the sect of Kabbalists. <)
In spite of the fact thz=t ithere wasuggzosition 10 the Kabbalzh than to

philosophy, the latter wes neglected while the former wus not. Solomon

Mismon tells um: the preacher of his town wes & “ebbalist znd he himself |
alsc stucied the f‘abbas.eh elthough, to be sure, he had 10 do so stealthily. 3) |
dith the rise of Hassidism the Kabbelazh was pursued more thezm ever and
Rebbinic learning wes, for the first time in mony centuries, given minor
importance. The “esht tamght thet e man should not meke it his custom to
be leurning mncessingly. 4). The ®ussidic Klaus, in the first few decades,
before Telmucism aguin penetreted, no longer precented & scene of ever-
1.sting learning =nd pilpulising. Hor did the “sbbzlsh take Its place,
since it wes taught thi. one cen worship God in esvery xuy;!even while

your ) J
chetting with fsllow man or =t & mezl or even while sipping strong drink. ’

/'/cf- /"'{;’/7'.!0 ey J’*»FP:S’I;! P10 Pf]a/zr
1) . o ;) Ipid p 98 /”7"1'? fC wlon f’“r
> Ay s e p/i AP it srae Kl
3) Autobiography l.c. p 98. 4) Horgdeiski Vol I l.c. p 8%«
5) Ibid p 85.
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Other uses and Customs of the Synagogueé in Folund.

Prayer and le:rning were the mezin uses s 0f course, to which the synagogue
#as put. Eut it served (iso muny other purposes of = socisl nsture. Of
course zll ithe traditionel =znd coidifed customs still followed to-dey in the
orthodox synagogue, sere folloed ihen during the centuries .e are reved-
ing. Trie ckapter will only deal witn some of the peculisr uses and customs
of the synegogue in those ce:tureis, th:t, cue to chenge cf external
circumstunces or miner reform have cisappeared to-day, or at le=st, are
not 8o frequent., The Teth Tdmidrash, g€ h:s been glreudy pointed out,
mey be looked upon es & gener:zl club room. If ? Zpgraim Zelmen Mergolioth
(Brody I8ta century ) finds it necessary to agyléhax in our Zeth Hamidrash
we may ear, drink, talk or slsep, we cean tezxe it for grented thet these
things were actumslly done there. There were scholars who beloned to
& perticuler “eth Hemidrash and were supported by it, either from the
funds of some rich individuelas w-s shown sbuve, or of g special
orgeniseti n founcea for this purpose. <) These scholars, probsbly, h d
their mezls in the Beth “umidrsush. The asbove mentioned remark of R
Ephr;imfs weuld allude then to them. *n the “u.st the xekmixesx Sabbath
meals would be served in the synegogue for wayferers. 3) “f these we find
no record in Polend. <) ;uter on when the Hassi‘im eskablished their
ownh synagogues, they besame more like club rooms then ever before.
Then everyone, scholar or layman, would purtske of tha Tikken d=-ily. 5)
I) In Yed Rphreim to u{ZEEqEEE§Eh 10z, 3. &) In the Pinkes Lita l.c. 4ur6ld
4e have a fell desvription of such un orgunisttion., MNoney for the support
of the 'lomiaim' wae votcu by the Jead. 3) I Abreham's Middle Ages l.c p 33
4) In recent years the almost famous “ewish "Meshuganer”, one of which was
in every town, it semms of Ruesia and Foland (See Reshumoth VOl I 19450
p 358nused tc heve his lodgings in the “eth “wmidresh . I found no record

of & similer nature in former centuriecs, Nor of enyone who would use the

synagogue as sleeping quariers. Y 5ce zbove.
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Also the third Ssbbezth me 1 - the Shelosh be}both - w-s institued to teke

place in the synugogue, s is well known. The Yessidic stubel muy be consideded

g pluce of entertiin-ent, since dancing =nd story telling sent on o =
considerable extent. 1)

Collectione of money for charitcble purposes wers mede in the synagogue.
svery Sabbeth aonetions were offered by the persons celled up to the Tor h,
for tae supgort of the synegogues <) In Crecow conztiuns for the Talmud
Torsh were made in the synugogues3). . tekecnah published oy the dead
of Lithusniz 4) orders thet money be coll cied in =11 synszogues on lew
Voc., Rosh “ushaneh anc Yom Kippur for tie poor of the Holy Lind. In
Zolkiew uonztions would be made on euch of the “estivils for ile building
of the new synagogue. 5) 4ll other eh rivies aié not belong to the
s ynugogue. The care of the poor, ihe orpnan, brides wayferers - orecuim=-
ders funciions of the Kenl zne its purnessim or gebaim. In Crecow, e find
thit the Gebal Zedakah - oifers od chazity'— ~er: elso ile wardens of the
synwgogue. 6) Otherwise the two- charity and the synegogue - .ere distinct
grovincsss Unly om rarz occusicpys sould ihey overl.p.

Whers coﬁtact hi. to ba m de with the mass of Yews, the synagogue weas

the most likely pl. ce. In the cuze of enncuncernets, tikenoth und bans

I) That wayferers or other poor lodged ot the Sgth Hamidr.sh as they did
in the east; i .breiam.'s life of the Middie nges S T3, it very
doubtful ro me, I fuuna no record of it. 8) Fink s Zolkisw l.c. pIO®
8) Neisl's Yeschichte l.c. Vol > <&+ which quotss a Gemindeordnung.

4) Pink:s Lite lece park 53+ 5) Pinkus Zolkiew l.c. p IOIL.

6) r.H. detsteia's _,/l!u/,p;a £.c, p Iz lNouhere else ure txo offices
icentidied,
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of excommunic.tioun. Je find :lso thet the synegogue "pulish' or

vestibule wus used for the sittings of one of tne Jewisn courts. 19 I fpund

no source for it, but, in sll probzbilivy, ihe synagogue was used for public
zsegemblies and the elec;ions for fRul officers.were huld there. 2)

{he annou:cements mmie .n the eynigogue Jould dezl not only with mutters
of rituel but ulso sumetimee with ecomomic aff irs. ke K. hil of Lemberg 3)
passzs ryut public werning be given in the synagogue ggainst tuilors who

give in pleage for louns coniructed, the muterizl 1left with them for the

making of purments. ahen & b.icher wus discoverea to h ve in his premises
mezt thut is net 'kosher?, the public in the synagogu: wouls be informed of

ine fiet end thet the cul ritl hus been punished by neving ihe right of

selling me t taken awsy fro- him. <) Vilier ennouncements semi-ritualistic

and semi-ggonomic, <erc masde in tne synagogue, such us, it Pews urc not

vo deal in terefah meel or chickens nol slaughiered legeily~- nevellh - not

=R £%
even tu gell them 10 non-Jzus, TJ

all the T.k noth decresd by tue Councidl were totls re d in the synugogue 6}
and inscribed upon u tublet which hung fulmet one of dils w-lls. 7

The tukencoth embreced practically the entire 1life of the faw. Feny
sere sconomic in msture. No one, for instunce, couls get « monopoly alrescy
held by eny fdew for the dis.ensing of 1i uors or tke like, by puying the

over lOld il - 4 o h 8 wBI'LLId b.‘xeﬁ were n he 18!‘18&6 -

I)Ii Priemysl tuere were tuo onv met in the hcgse of TLe ﬂah_, tihe other.if
the pulish’;uch is the ruling sritten down in rlnk“s fhdhﬁ?fl? Of‘zﬁht city
0 {3 Y Jerus.lem 1925 p 1
wotey by 5 .8af in  fe@,a7el )70 b !
:) ﬁ:isi in the “esclichte 1.:./?01 1 p ~c4 esseris this to de nhe-cuae ;
&u u:it tively, though + confess + do no know ‘Gr‘dhﬂ$ purpos?tpufllct?ssemblxes
A b ; 53 $) Shesloth U 'tishisoth
<oulu be held « 3) anche Shem loc;hy eb. ke B8 el AL
; & <0 > irk. e Lite l.ce par grup
Aesiial oy R Solomon Luri . ?Esgz?s_F:r; g g AT site Prok 520 WG
b H e and 2B ia Sade -
5 Ioid peru lec and 0=
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cther takanotlh pusposed to slisiute

via decrees uguinst ex.ensive clotuss or Jewele.

«nvy cn the pert of the non-Yeu.

Hence

On wrnothzr ceczsion non-

Jewsish servunis were prohibited

es & r:.alt of presesirs brought to bear

by the non-Jewiss element, I) Cur yukanun <) desls with the merrying off

of poor girls. lMites hed to

te lound Tor them and funds were, aLbcrently

meeds for ithis purpeses “But i peor IRl could not spply before & certein

ge, Tifteenm, devrees tne tekan.h in question. The clothes she is to wear

is ulso lefislcies; =6 ull ihiz wes enncunced in ithe synsgogue.

They were very fres with ithe Herem i, thoss duys as is ewicencsd by
Tre fret thiow elrc:l every artivle of a Punk s . 3) ends up with the threit
. - * - - - - l
c¢f & Hersc eg=inst snyone .isreg.rding the perticulcr tskunsh, Jien &
Herem we® decided upon il was first sanourced in ihe symsgogus wié in the
event of cisobedienes, it scLid be execuiel thsre <0

The lerv wus posted up ag inst ths Bocr of the synegogue 5) if tze

indivivuel sho 9xs given warning of excomsunicuiiin dic por satrisi, Avyu
5 - & b | - % - -
(R o e ZC YLt upier ine eynugoglc t) so0 long s& ine bum Jgs noi

removed {rom ile dcoore.

Yery

o

often we meel v Lh the cise ¢f individusle +ho refussd to appzr

-

befere the ewish court when demanded to do so by ihe erediter, OSuch & one

- - : . |
wes given = pudlic # raing first in ihe syncgogue, isen was excommuniceted. 7

In this cuse, it spps.rs 1.¢ pleintiff himeelf &\ drew up the ‘herem’ and
1'1) I.id pur zol Ibid Fer. Isb, 3) Sse for inst.nce Plnkes

5) ibid parugresh 378
11:. ¢’ *bid,

&) Pinxes Litu Lece “ur gra.h 38%

Liti lece
6) 7Y Pigkes Zolkiss lic, ¥

;biﬁ perigraph 37«
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posted it zgadnst the synigogue. It does not eppecr thet ell the ritesand
forms tesocicted with the 'herenm' wig gone through. I) It simply meent
being excluded from perticipating in public worship. Threst of Herem wes
pronourced &geinst the officers of the Kehel - pernessim etc- if they should
prove not to be acting impertially <) in imposing the he:d tex and the like.
a herem with 211 its paruphanzlie :or externin tion wes proncuncev by the
daed of Lithuenia vgeinet those who would form groups to revel cgaimst

eny Kghal.  On every duy before th‘e neJs moon C2p bh> P27
the formule of excommunic:ticn wes rewd in ell 'tna synagogues., 3)  whereas
in other ceses ihe herem mersly mesnt ihet the one so renolised could

nol come into the ‘syntgogue %), in this cese, it remd : " Such rebellious
conspirctors tgainst the leuders of Kehel ore to be rejected from the

eniire Jesish congregution, wre to be considered perverters, leuding

to pecple ewey from the right path (which wee punishable with death in the
Bible- 4 Aragl Juoﬂ‘} eand to bv punished sccordingly, with

feurful punishrents ( .z wonder wh:+ they were) for &1l 1o see.” This

wee publieghed in the .eed cof I69I. Zquelly viclent were the bens of
egcummunicetion published ageinst the Hussidim both in Cricow &) und

in Broagy. During the Emden Sibescuutz affeir & “erem was pronounced

in the synugogue of Lublin sgeinst anyone tgpesking ill 6f R Jonuthan

2ibeschatz, 6)

I) 1Ibid wnd many plafes in Pinkus Lite l.ce &) Pinke. Lita l.c. per 28¢

3)  Ibia 830 4) The Pinkas of Zolkiew l.c. & III says that the
Shuna.hk*hns 40 prounce the Herém againet him who refuses tc appear before the
Duyanir t¢ expeose him- 117 pe2 - Ther: seems to heve been
nething morc terrible wbout ite. 5) F.H. Jetstein's _j/'..:/,vqi* l.c.
6)Nissenbeur's Lublin l.c. i I00

p 1\L




Fage 7¢

The Herem wus & form of punisiment and prooebly very effective. There
were other forms of punishment which likewise took ¢lece within or newr the
syntgogue.~ Firet of &1l there was the infliction of sywbolic punishment.
On the day of Yom Kiupur evening the Jew would come into the Synegogue
and recelve stripes symtolic of the - malkeih = the 39 lashes as the
penclty of certein sine. Muimon telle us thet every Jew luid himself
on his fece in the synugogue whilll =nciher with narrow strip of leather
gave him thirty =nine lushes. I) 2ut often wctusl culprits would be
punished by the infliction of lashes. R Solomon Lurie ordered thet

a certein bulcner, referred tc abcve, who sold mest unfit ritualist-
ically wes tc be l-shed in tic synegogue and ithsn declaredin loud voice
In.ve been leshzd in Xxkexsymagegue for cémmitting such tnd such e
sin? <) It ie doubtful however whether the legel thirty -nine lzshes
were inflicked. From R Solomon's response we h.We anoiher ornteresting
¢ ee of u brother and sister being colummisieds end 1 Solomon decidee thet
the celummistor is to receive 'Lalkoth', in the synagogue between efter-
noon - !lincne - end eveinjimg = Lzerib = prayers and since now he edds
ee con not infliet 'melkoth', we do so only as = symbol, 3) giving
bim just four stripes. .nyone desiring mclkoih coula redeem himself by

paying & fine which wes to go for the poor, cxcept in the cuse Ih.ﬂ‘

1) iutobiogf;phy lec. p I35, 2) Sheeloth U'teshivoih Heshgl Response 0
2)

Jifhnefgnsup‘-}}h Akl Al r; 2 pe"chﬂl-a Igr('
/I-{.ﬂ" ol e oy [ I3 o pl)

#r/ra //735.{‘ PE O /7*5 /’fc J"/;"’I; /9 /vlc
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one celle into question the purity of femsily I). On snother occssion

A Solomor ordered that gn individual, who celumnicted 2 certain mam end
womau Wes to be punished es follows 2) "He is to teks two cendles light thenm
b fore the erk end beg forgiveness of th men wnd vomen on whom he cast
e reflection. After begging forgiveness he is to sit like = mourner
cehird ihe door of the synagogue €or four weeks." This decisionhad to
be recd out loud by tae prencentor of the synsgogue. 3) In deeling
#ith the way in which ine semse of justice expressed itself in the
syncgogue. we must not fuil to mention wgrin the €zct that the service
could ke interrupted by wn &njured party, until redress of some sort
would pe gained. Inspite of some objection o it, it was, nevehteless,
a frequent phsnomeni, wnich must huve lent grest significsnce to ths
BYNLgogue. 3)

Zven grest figures in Isruel were occasionally punished. the procedure
teking plece in the synegogue, A ferman Rebbi had dured to withstend
R Veir of Lublir ¢ 16860 oy opposing = decision of his. dhen &ll
ke purnassim tru Folish Rebbis were zssembled in Lublin during the
fair to ctiend the Council ¢f the Four Lunde, A lieir condermed and
exposed him in The synzgogue beofre sll these notrbles who were gathered
ihere for thz purpose. 4)

de find ike courty.rd of ihe synsgogue used 5) for tie infliction

of corpor:cl punishment on theives. de fina it used for similer purposes.

I) Ivid Ff'ﬂo N r69 r gre the words he uses and futther he seys
; ; )U' ?9f [hur [l x> PO KSh  [=Ca/
%)  Ibid Responsu 59 3)Ioid Y'guoted by 2 hetz ir his Lekoroth l.c.

P-}t: f::: 1.cs%nah Of@;t'h Liib)l:r:,g’ﬂ F“"’ﬁ T, f_,l{:-, _Jer
24 *

Aot ”;t-pr (e Pl2p -foma /(Is!f' T’}-,--z? (tge™ X
%) Jetstein -U/,f”/;.-q/*‘\ lutie p 35

(e /'@ '_Jsf!?sﬁfa [5 fcrm./”/'

o
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The pinkke of Lemberg 1). telle of shat was cone to & cert:in Senjomin who
visiled ine cily and .uas discoverec to heve turned in to « woren of ill
repuiles dnen people approechen o breck in ths door of the house shere
tge 140 were TOgelher, they cenfessed . 5 njwmin wes aregged to the
courty.rd of tre synsgcgue. Gis isn w.s publiely enmnounced beford = e
crowd tod he wus ordered never to ve ceen sgrin ir this comwunity.

fine wes laid upon kim tc give to ithe poor, c strimel, & coet and
& florin. s for ine gomen, 0V wes exnounced, 'not krowing .hence
she cometh ow whither she goeth" it is ferbidden for eny Jew to
give her = nignt's s:ielier wne ine announcerment concluues, " thou!
ehrlt uestroy evil (rom thy midst."

.0 outh of & seri_us nuiure wes teken in the synegopue. ohen
& R=b w s appointed inm Lolkiew ell those who were to zppocint him hed o
tzke an aoth on the Tores ikct he is cltogether impurti-1 in the
metter end will subject hime=lf to the Ruab of ¥ & own free will <
un the duy before Yom Kip.ur ihe ceremony of setting free from vous
Wes performecs Maimorn 3 ) gives tre following deseriction of it:
‘Ihree men re seuted while snotherep.surs vefcr: them, wnd addresses
ic ihem i certain form, the genercl drift of which ie as fellows:- )
“Cirs, 1 snow shet = henicus ein it is, no to fulfil vous; wnd ,
. |

inasm ok &8 1 hove doubtless ikis yeir mece scme vows which I Bave
not fulfilled, znc which I cun n. longer recvllsct, I beg of you |

inut you will set me free from the seme. I do not indeed repent

1) inshe Shem p <31 2) Pinkas Zolkie. l.c. II<.
3) Autobiography l.c. I35.




rage L.

¢f ihe good resolutions to which I have tound myself by these vows: I
repent merely of the fact, thit in meking theee resolutions, I did not J

add tnet they were not to huve the force cf & vow." ste" There upon,

" our zuther contirueg”, he withdrive from the judgement ~sext, pulls
off ris skoee, and eits adown on the bere flcor, by which he is supposed
to bunish himeelf tI11 kis vows ere -issclved, after he has szt for
soms time, cnd szid z prayer by himself, itie judges begin to call sloud,
"Thou trt our brother! There is no vo., no owth, no benishment wny
longer, ufter thou hust submitted thyself v the judgement Rise from
iie ground and come tc me! "  This they repest three times, and with
ihet ihe man is al once seu free from his vews 1t sesms thiet in every
synegogue. 1) therc were individuale scting es judges before whom ezch
Yew would come to perform vhis rite.

dren wz& the synegogue opened gnd closed: . c.n teke it for
grentec, thut since the Beth Hekneseth wis only used for preyer it
« 5 cloeed the gre.ter purt of the duy. Auy house or Seth Hemidrzsh
ueed e = Yeghivih on ciher hunds, must heve been open &ll Coy. ie
would judge ihat the ordinary Seth Hemidresh vhich contzined scholurs
sho were supported in order thut they mey do nothing but lewrn therein &)
wes likewise open ell d.y and the greater part of the night even. Yet
LUoimon 2) tells us thut the syne ogue wes closed after & certzin hour in
tl. deyy znd since he studied in it - the Rabbalgh- it must h.ove been

tlie Beth Hemidresn. However ‘it be, the eyntogues must huve Deen opened

I) Ibid (iimon's iutobiopruphy l.c. p 1301 fie tried to get cul °€_ft by
scying he is going to enother synagogue. &) Finkas Lite l.c. per €%
3) Autobiography l.c.

-
l
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very ewrly in the morning even befcre daw@n, o z.mit the virious Hebroth

whe p-formed thedr divoticme in the synwgogue before the hour set for

putlic proyer.

The shumesh wes the functionery of the Synugogue, cna Je must scy
= few words sbout him in sdditicn to whet has Mlready cteeun scid in o former
ShE TED. ‘he term 'shemsh' but rerely referred 1o the synugggue flunkey
gerzly. e find such terms ue ‘shimasei heir ' - 1) city shemeshim,
'snmeshel heceneld, &) And each “etn Din iiad ite shamsh 3). &e o not

Tinc tnat & spe€izl snamush for tie synacopue wes eppointec by the pernaseir.

-ue city or Luh&l\ﬁhh:#ﬁh zleo perfor ed furcii.ns in the synsgogue.
%

i

‘snulklopper wmight hive been & special functionsry. agcording to
Ber of Bolochow ne hed & big settledrum with which ke would ennouncs the
azur of preyer, or tie hour 2t .hicy work must ve ze for the & bbeth .
~gpecliully dmpressive wus ihis cerenony on Selichoin days - the ¥em Days
of Fenitences 8)  dhen he would par:de ithrough the skill dark ways
ééying out in weird tonee the wdvent of selichoth, The Bhumesh would
vz the one to czll out the '"Takenoth' published by the 'council' or by

ne Kakel end the Herem would pe recd by him 8° n fuet sny snnounce-

ment or public warning w.s mude b. hiz.7) The shamash Bed to inform the

. L -y . 2
individusl concerrned of-eny rulirg of Kehal's. B e onth ==ei in

I)P.nkas Lite l.c, par I:2 &) Ibid Ler =1¢ 3) Pintes Zolkiow l.ce pIIV
=7 Memoire cf Bar l.ce. p 9 5) ‘
Y Pinkes Lity 318 7) Pinkes Zolkisu l.c. y 108 & Tbid l.c. p 107




Lifirmetion of the correct stutement of one's weelth Tor purposes of tex-
~tici wus teren before thie shemesh sho netel we sseretory of the Kaanul
end wrove wown ine minutes.IR 2 hr im of ~eczycel Goce &llune specificully
L0 & syneg@a@gee chumesh whno would znnounce the prices of siiubles during
priyers. &)
ilcse

Yerrikge ceremonies were porformed M duys in the courtyerd of
tle synzgogue where @ 'hupel' - cipopy - Jas errectzd for the cecueicn. 2)
Thed t.e bridegroonm hee specisl privileges in ine SynuCzue ERE sc heve
cire=dy seen. Circimecieicnseems likewise to nive bLeen performed there
vz rus lersedy been discussed in u former chepier. 4 The ceremony of

Fulizelh = tue form of wnnuling levirele merrisge - was perfermed in

¢r zeir the synagogue. 3)

IV 8 asel loc p 134 &) (uctes by Zudepmenn quellensehriften l.c. p &%
; o ? \ 5 [ " .

3) Picture in J.B uncer Betnroul snd synwgoghe. = S9ee clsc Pincks

Zolkies lac. p IIS fen St seys th t the mother #ith the eircumeised child
e ». I Jnen _‘ : : PEBEinR

must rise uefore Lhe proyer /rln;v; frr e L%-SL-ll.‘hTS Zegochichte

lec. Vol I p <o stutes thut R Solomur Luri. rendered 2 decisicn tu suen e

effeet.
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