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INTRODUCTION

I prdsent here a record of the reports concerning the lost
ten tribes which have éome down to us from Jewish medieval sourcess
M& purpose has been merely to trace the course of the legendj:the
foilowing, I believe, is the fullest'collection of such material,

It had been my purpose, originally, to use this naterial as & tasis

for extended sociological study, and I had planned additional

chapters on such sdbjeéts as: The lLegend and the Jews, being an
analysis of the psychological and social reasons for the popular-
ity of the legend among the Jews, as well as its effect upon thems
The Legemd and the Christians, beiﬁg an analysis of Christian int-
erest in‘the 1egend.of the ten tribvesy The Legend and Jewigh-Christ-
ian Relationsy Prester John and the Jewss; the Bnal Moshe, the
Rechabiﬁes, and the Kenites; the Bambations etc. Hdwe#er, due to
the exigencies of time and gpace I have been unable to carry out
my original intention, and have progressed no further than a pre-
sentation of the material which was to Segve as basis for further
gtudy, in iteelf no mean task. I hope that I shall some day be
enabled to continue with fhe work. I have, hoﬁever, indicated in
the notes from time to time some of the considerations which
would enter into an analysis of the subjects mentioned above.

I have not limited-myself to the period which is usually
desgignated as the Middle Ages, but have gpttempted to trace the

development of the legend from iss beginnings until the present

- day. The spirit of the legend is essentially medieval, regardless

of the year which marks any particular recording of it, and this
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| is the reaaon for my overstepplug the literal bounds which the

Cotitle indlcates.

I wiah to express my appreciation and thanks to Dr. Jacob

R.'Marcue for the interest which he displayed in the work and fox
tﬁé stimui&tidm which his assistance provided, and Arthur Zuckere
men £or valuable‘assistange in handling latin and Germén texts.
Thegﬁathering of the material here presented proved to be & most
pléaaant and educative tasks it has opened for me the door to many
BookQWhioh had been mere nemes heretofore, and has developed
Within me an interest which I hope will find expregsion in fur-

_cher study of the literature and life of the Jews.

May 14, 1930,
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The legend of the logt ten tribes finds its source in the
accounts of the exilé of Israel which are to be found in the Bible.
More than one reference to such an exile existgj their number and
their vagueness make them fit subject for speculation and legendary
expansion. "In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglathepil-
eéef king of Aaayrﬁa;Aand took Ijon, and Abel-bethemamcah, and Jan-
oah, and Kedesh, and Hgzor, and Gilead,_and Galilee, all the land
of Naphtaliy and he carried them captive to Assyria." L w1n the
ninth yeaf of Hoshea, the kiﬁg of Assyria took Samaria, and carried
Israel away unto Assyria, and placed them in Halah,'and in Habox,
on the river of Gozan, and in the cities oqﬁhe Medes." & Wind it
came to pase in the fourth year of king Hezekigh, which was the
geventh year of Hoshea son of Blah, king of Israel, that Shalman;
eéger King of Asgyria came up again&t Samaria and begieged it. And
at the end of three years they took iti even in the sixth year of
Hezekiah, which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria
Was taken. And the king of Assyria cafried Israel away unto Assyria
and put them in Halah, and in Habor, on the river of Gozan, and
in the citieé of the Medes," 3 "And the God of Israel stirved up
the wpirit of\:éul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tillegath-

Pilneser king.of Assyria, and he carried them away, even the Reuben-

ites, ang the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, and brought




fﬁthsm untb Haiah,“and Habor, and Hara, and to the river of Gozan,

ﬁﬁfo this“day." 4 | “\ |
Ezekiel XXXVII:lS;ES,nih which the prophet symbolizes the

ultimate re-union of Jﬁdah and Iasrsel by the act of placing to-
gether two sticks, one inscribed, "For Judah, and for the children
6f Israel;, his ccmpénions," the other, "For Joseph, the atick of
Ephraim, and of all fhe hauﬁe'of Igrael his companions," which
become one in hia-hand; leads ug to believe that by the time that
these verses were written the legend of the lost tribes of Israel
was taking shape. Howaver, it iz not until the time of the Talmudic
literature that we have any references to the effect that the ten
tribes of Israei were in exileé in a body, that their wheresbouts
are undgertain, that the conditions of their existence differ from
thogse of the other two tiibes, Judah and Benjamin, that their fate
ig or is not ultimately tded ﬁp with the faﬁe of these two tribes.
These ar#ﬁha elements which compose tha'legend. The uncertainty,

the differences of opinion, the ambiguity, which the few remarks

éf' of the Rebbis on this subject display, leave no deubt that they

'3: had no definite information, but mere rumor, and were taying with
3' 8 tradition which they found already full-blown.

Let us turn first to JbsephU&, who tells us quite definitely

4 that “there are but two tribes in Asia and Burope subject to the

q - Romans, while the ten tribes are beyond the Buphrates till now,
j" and are an immense multitude, and hot to be estimated by numbers. "8
g He is contpet to present the bare outlihes of the tradition, but

the legendary hasg already crept in.
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’ The Rabbis, with more‘tiﬁe on their hands, go further. R. Jehe

uda bar Simon, commenting on Gen. XXXt34, says that "the ten tribes

were not exiled to the same place ag were the tribes of Judah and
Benjamin. The ten tribes wege sent to a region surrounded by the

river Sambation 6

while Judah and Benjamin are scattered among all
the}natians." 7 He would then place all the ten tdibes within the
territory circumscribed by this mythical river. However there are
differences of opinion on this peint.

R. Samuel bar Nahman is quoted to the effect that "Israel
was exiled in three sectivns: one to the region within the orbit
of the Sanbatian, one to Daphne of Antochia, and one which was

v 8 tne Pesikta Rebati differs somewhat in its

covered by a aloud.
vergion of the three exiless "One mection was exiled to the Sam~
bation, and one within the area of the Sambation, which is as far
from the Sambation as that river fqé from Palestine, and the third

went to Daphme of Ravlasah where it was swallowed up. But for this

lagt group God will make paths under the earth which they will folle
ow until they reach the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, which will

burst open so that they may cnme forth." 9 Re Abba.bar Kahana

givea the location of the places mentiqhed’in II Kings XVIII39=-11

&8 follows: "Halah isg145/;“, Habor iam_aﬁLQQu, the river Gozan is
‘ﬁPéllam(Ganges?); the citles of the Medes aremafgwbﬁﬁamadan)

and its vicinity. But another opinion has it that this last should
read  3.J//D') (Nehawend) and its viecinity." 10 Finally we have the

é view that when the redemption comes “the exiles who are within

the area of the Sambation, end those who are among the dark mounte

ains" will be included. This pagsage goeg on to interpret Isaiah
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f,XLIX:Q ag referring to "the exiles who are within. the Sambatidn.
1l

!

area, those who are within the ocloud of darkness,
| 12
L]

and those
who are at Daphne of Antochia.
| Thus, according to Rabbintc opinion, the tribes are located.
inrthe follyding places: 1) all of them are within the region of the
Sambationy 2) part are within the region of the Sambationi 3) mart
are at Daphne of Antochiaj 4) part were cuvered by a cloudi 5) part
are at the Sambatian, meaning, on this side of ity 6) part are in
the "dark mountains"; 7)part are in variocus places between Persia
and India. The Rabbis knew that the Jews were widely dispersed,
and to this extent their opinioné are based on fact: they nad prob~

&bly heardé of Jews residing in the various places they mention,

assuming, of course, that the place<mames they employ refer to actual

placesy; their connection of these Jews with members of the ten
tribes &8s no doubt mere speculation, coup}ed'with‘vague tr&ditian.}
With the queStioﬁ of whére these places to which they refer were
located, I-shall mot concern mysélf here.13 My concern is with the
opinion of the Middle Ages on this question, and wibh the wide
ramifications which the imagination of that visionary age built
about the simple statements of the Rabbis and the Bible.l?
‘ Thera are various references in the apocalyptic literature
to the ten tribes an#their fate, but‘only one carries usg beyond
the point to which the Rabbis had the temerity to advance, and
| discusses not merely the whereabouts of the tribes, but also the
circumstances surrounding their exike and the conditions of their
life. "These are the ten tribes whichﬁare led away captive out of
their own land in the days of Josiah the king, which (tribes)

Salmanesar the king of the Assyrians led awsy captivey he carried

them across the River, and (thus) they were tranéported into another
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\ " land. Byt they took this counsel among themselves, that they -would
{ /ieave,the multitude of the heathen, and go forth into a land further
1 d;stant, where the human race had never dwelt, there at 1e&ét4to
% keep their statutes which they had net kept in their own land.
i And they entered by the narrow passages of the ri#er'Eumhratese Hor
; the Most High then wroﬁght wonders for them, and stayed the springs
of the River until they were passed over. And through that country |
there was a great way to go, (a journey) of & vear and & halfy and
that reéion wag called Arzareth. There they have dwelt until the last
timés; and now when they are about to come again, the Mbst High
will again aﬁay'the springs of the Ri#er, that they may be able to
pa83,0Ver-"15 The tribes have become an ideal group, seeking to .
' inhabit a land "where the human race had never dwelt" so that they
might "keep their statutes" and thoroughly repent theg@ former sinss
God'perfarms miracles for ihem; their return is bound up with the |

redemptian.
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During several centuries we have no definite report that the
subject of the ten tribes stimulated the imagination to weave new

fancies; to evoke new pleotures oqkheir fate. The subject must

however have remained one for sppeculation, for we do have references

to the Bnai Moshe, who are involved in thé destiny of the tribeg,

during these yea.rs.l6 Further, Manasseh b. Israel tells us that the

. Christian geographer, Abraham Artelli, reports that in 576, in the

time of king Perusias of Persia, the tribe of Naphtali waged war
against the king of Tartary and conquered part of his land. Another
Christian, Agatius, mentions this tribe, with the report that Naph-
tali fought Perusias twice. The first tiwe they dealt him a severe

defeat, foreing an ignominious treaty upon him, by the terms of

‘which he submitted to their overlordship. When, after a time, he

rebelled, his army was again defeated and he himself killed. Other
historians of Persia mention this war, as does also Azariah deil
Rogei in hia~_EEJLl*MQZ£A,;6a ‘

These accounts of the tribe of Naphtali come from a late pere

10d and it is unceftain at how early a time they were ciurrent. How=
ever the statement :llﬂffzawj?tc&eﬁw/ﬂnpAi/T_QKV?fu»DKQHK/ﬁ,P/zﬂ/ .

~Q§MJRQZ2fJW;&%£M”in one version of the letter from Kairewan to

Zemah Gaonl” ig clear evidence that rumors anent the state of the

ten tribes were rather scarce in the years preceding the coming of

- Eldad Ha Dani,
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«Toward the end of the ninth century a strange charaéter appear=-

'éd’upon the'Jéwish gcene, We know of him from two sources, the letter

from Kairowan to Zemah Gaon repwrting the arrival of this man from

a mysteriaﬁs world, ahd Zemah's reply; and themgtzguggéimnag, the
étory of Eldad, which has been the popular version of the Hldad
story through the centuries. I ghall summarize these accounts aé
they appear in Abraham Epstein's work on the subject.18

The letter from Kairowan informs the Gaon that & étranger
has visited the ¢ity, & man named Eldad Ha Dani, and told them of
four tribes, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher, which eoccupy the land
of Havila, where gold comes from. They have a Jjudge named Abdon,

and their mmkhmdxxuf capital'punishment is according to the_ JA k.

_inmﬂjlmﬂéﬁwﬁ, the four methods of capital punishment prescribed by

the Rabbis. They hafe a powerful ;army and successfully wage war
against their enemied, the seven kings of'Cush, but whoever among
them is unfitted for war is set apart as____igwgﬂz;ﬁ.lg‘They have
the entire Torah, but they do not read the Book of HEsther in their
synagogues becaUse‘they were not present ;X when the miracle which
that book commemorates occurred; nor do théy read the Beok of Lam-
entations publicly, because it is so heartrending. Their Talmud
mentions no teachers by name, but transmits all its teachings as
éoming from God through Moses and Joshua. =% The four tribes do not
combine their forces, but wage war as distinet units. Hach tribe
spends three months of the year at wary during these months the

Soldiers rest only on the Sabbath, and even then, if they are attack-

@d they are permitted to defend themselves. Among them are a number
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. of tﬁe deaaendanté of Semson and Delilah, who are extraordinarily
.'éfrang-and braﬁe, and who are the most fearless warridra in their

’mmdst.zl_The mempers of these four tribes speak only Hebrewy Eldad
épeaka only Hebrew, and claims that he knows no other language, but
hig Hebrew is interspersed with many s trange words. The Talmud of
these tribes is written in Hebrew, and is in the main like ours,
though some differences exist. Here a list of halachoth which Hldad
has repeated to tlhem from the Talmud of the tribes is introducéd.gg
The &étte& conginuves that Eldad told them that when Israel was
exlled to Babylon the Bnai Moshe were asked to sing their hymns and
to play their harps for khe pleasure of the conqueror.®® They bit
"off their fingers g0 that they could not comply with this request, >
A cloud settled about them, raised them with their families and

gs'where they

all their belongings and carried them off to Havila,
were set down during the night. In the morning they disbovered'that
.a river of seand anq stones, containing no water26 gurrounded them,
This river flowed six days and rested on the Sabbath. On Sabbath
ave s thick cloud anompassed the river and remained there until the
Sabbath had departed, so that no ome might approach'the‘river while
it was at rest --- this was the Sambation.2? In phaces the river is
qQuite narrow and acfoss theae places the four trides communicate
with the Bnai Moshe. They are shut in by the river, and neither they
nor the tribes can cfoss to each other. .

The ﬁribe of Dan in Hayila, knew nothing of fhe déstruotion
of the temple, until the tribes of Naphtali, G&d, and &sher, which
had been living with Issach&r28 but which had left them as the res-

ult of a quarrel (they had been called ka\aeb 'J A , descendants
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of Qérvant éirls, and were insulted) came to join them in Havila,
and told them of the destruction. This is the gist of the letter

from Kairowan.

The reply of Zemah G&ODBQ ig of interest. He statea that he
had heard of HWldad from two men, R. Iaaa#b¢ lMar, and R. Simha, who
had met him and had reported that part of HEldad's tradition accordw
ed with Rabbinic tradition while part differed; Our scriptural and
other sources, he writes, attest~the veracity of his étory-for we
know that in the eighth year of Ahaz Sénnﬁchmrib exiled the ‘tribes
of Zebuloh and Naphtaliy that was about sixty*four years after the
bpilding of the sanctuary.So Dan refused to submit to the rule |

-of the foreigner and went boe Cush, a rich and fertile land where

they dwekt in peace and in the serviée of the Lord, so that they
poasesé two crowns, the crown of the Torah and the crown of Domin-

ion., The Rabbis teach that there were ten exiles, four at the hand

of Sennacherib, four at the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, one by Vespas-

ian and one by Hadrian, but the tribe of Dan is not mentioned as
hgving been included in any one of these, which corroborates the
tradition that it went to Cush of its own accord 135 years before
the destruction ofthe first temple.5%

Zemah welcomes the report that the tribes employ the four
methods of capita% punishment prescrived by the Rabbis, fqr P.Jh N

- Btrangulation, is not mentioned in the Torah, and San. 52b has it>

that "Any death sentence preiﬁ?ibed in the Torah with ng stipudation

28 to the method to be employed, refers to strangulation, w318

80 that HEldad who does not possess the later Talmudic law, proves

the truth of. this TAlmudic rule. The Midrash agrees with Eldad's
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- gtory about the Bnal Moshe and the Sambation. The differemces between

fhé halachoth which Eldad cites and oyrm are due to aeveral reasonss
1) after Moges' déath many of the laws which he had received_oﬁ Mount
Sinsi were forgotten;®® 2) and even between the Palestinian and the
%abylonian versions of the tradition there are slight differences}

3) and besides, it is quite likely that in h#is extended wanderings,
apd the troubles he went through, Eldad forgot or confused some of
the halachoth, Qne would expect Eldad's tradition to have béen'pre-
gerved in the original tongua,vﬁebrew} Ag to therabsenée of hames

of teachers in his Talmud, the laws were taught anonymoﬁsly,during
the period of the temple. But the Torah is onej the Mishri a and

the Talmud all stem from one source. Zemah praises the four tribes

for their highly laudable pradtiéé of praying first for the welfare
vé', of the scholars of Babylon and then for the rest of the Diaspora..33

-~

Several versions of the Q?ﬁ« "d0 have been published by

34

Jellinek, Epstein and Muller. I shall summarize here the version

4  vhich appears in Bpstein's book &s "9 5/e0 , Dp. 22+29, with

511' references where necéssary to the other recensions.>° Tnie account,

] written in the first person, tells that Eldad and a companion from
the tribe of Asher went aboard a trading vessek tb transact business

- with the sailors, and that a storm suddenly arose which drove the

ship on to a foreign shore, the land of olsaaln ,36 where it was
shipwrecked,. The natives of this strange land were negme cannibals.
With little ado they seized Eldad and his companion, consumed the

latter, who was unfortunately plump, and set Eldad aside for fattene

ing, so that he too might make a juicy meal. o7 After a few months,

dering which time Bldad exerted himself to remain thin and unbalatable,
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‘ the‘ébuntry %as.invaded and Bldad was carried off captive among

-0thers. These captors, among whom he remained as & slave for four

o B
e e
g Y d

yearsSB were fireaworshippersggg He was finally taken to the city

of ??'§k‘,40 where a Jew from the tribe of Issachar purchased him
for thrity-two gold pieces, and brought him to his land in'thﬁ mounte
;ﬁf ains of PhLA .41 The tribe of Issachar is nominally under Persian
rhle,»but their sole interest is !Rorah.42 They live in pesce and
enjoy great prosperity, possessing large herds of cattle and camels
and asseéq but no horses, and other possessions and‘mahy plaveg. |
They speak Hebrew and Persian.43 They have no weapons of war, for
theie is no need of these among themi there is no diesension among
‘the members of the tribe;_ndr is there any thieverys if they coye

across money or garments on the road they do not even attempt. to

take possession of thems Their Jjudge is named Nahshong they preserve
the four methods of capital pun@@hmmnt prescribed by the Rabbis.

They do not do their own work in the fields, but purchase what they

need.44

, " . . ... 45
Zebulon lives near=-by in the mounteins of f KO and

inhabits hair-tents. They, too, preserve the (3 A'A alAN 2 .

They are independent, owing allegiance toc no outside power. They

support themselves through trading.
Reuben is to.be‘found to the north, beyond the moun@@ﬁns of
- Pgran. It ie & warlike tribe, and is often joined on its raiding
expeditions by Zebulon. In gact, these two tribes employ the trade
of highway-robbery as their main source of income.46 This tribe,

too, speaks Hebrew and Persian;47

These three tribes possess the Bibley the Mishna, the Talmud, )




and the Midrashlm. on the Babbath they read the Torah in Hebrew and

'expound it in Persian.

Ephraim and half the tribe of Manasseh are in the mountainsg
near Mecca. They are mighty men, hard, seasoned warriors and highway
men, and are expert horsemen. Théy subsiat almqet exclugively on
their spoil.

Simeon and healf the tribe of Manasseh are in the land of the

-Chaldeans,48 six months' distance from the other tribes. They form

8, mighty and ﬁumerous people, and exact tribute from twenty-five
kings, some of them Moelemss49 |
The &cc&unt continues after this enumefation of the ten tribes
wh.iich dweil in Asgia, to report that the sorry plight of the two
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, in the Diaspora, subjected to the
tyranny of non-Jews, isg knowh to the four tribes which dwell in
Hgvila, and that they sympathise with their unhappy brethren. &
tradition of the tribe of Dan has'itAthat when Jeroboam built the
gohden calves and called upon Israel to revolt againat the southern
kingdom, the tribes of the north refused to shed the blood of their
brethren. His counsellors advised him that sigfe the tribe of Dan
contained the best warriors of sll the northern tribes, he should

employ them to lead the revolt. But Dan, too,; refused to participate

in the internecine cdnflict. Instead they prepared to fight Jeroboam

himself, However, God would not permit them to carry out this resolve, -

‘and they determined to xmmm leavefthe country. They planned in turn

to remove to Hgypt, Bdom and MMoab, but in deference to the Biblicel

Prohibitiong 0 they follwwed the course of the river Pish0n51 on

camels until they reached Cush, éouth of Bgypt, where they subdued

the native inhabitants and remained to nultiply and enjoy great
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jpromﬁerity. Some time after this event tﬁé king of Assyria invaded |
Iéiael and exiled Reuben and Gad and one half Manasseh toIHalah_and
Habor, on the river Gozam, and %o the cities of the'Medes; & second
time he ceme and exiled Asher and Naphtali to Asayria. After his
death Naphtali, Gad and Asher removen to Cush, to Havila, where they
still reside with Dan, Qnd Join that#ribe in fighting ofﬂthe'aeven
kings of Cush. The name of their king is Uazziel, and the)ghief

prince is Elisephen of the sons of Oholeab of the tribe of Dan.

The banner of their king is white, with the Shema inscribed upon ﬁ
it in bladk characters. In war time they muster 120,000 men. Bach |

tribe spends three months of the Yea: at war, and divides its spoil |

among its own members. The descendants of Semson of the tribe of }

. : |
q Dan are the fiercesat warriors in the tribe;65 they spend all their ‘ f

54 ond fight

time in wayfare, The four tribes have a unigue war-song
with the Shema on their lips. After & war the king divides the spoil

among the people, first taking his sharey, then apportioning:a 5
share to the scholars, and then giving the balance of the péople

their portion. They possess the Bible, the Mishgh, the Talmud, and

~ the Midrashim, which they teactllap or, b'&x;igﬂdflL“#yJﬁjatxaA\,

mentioning no other teachers by name.
The tribe of the Bnei Moshe lives near them, beyond the river.

Sambation. They communicete with the four tribes by shouting
acfoss the river, or by sending pigeons across with messages tied
to their legs.55 They axérfive'&imes the number of the Jews who
left Eeypt., On the Sabbath a fire blazes along the bank of ‘the Dame
bation which the four tribes inhabit, so that none may approach

the river, or crpdes it. Then follows Bldad's genealogy back to Dan

and Jacob.
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Another version of the Hldad story which is interesting for
its deviations from the shove accoulfbe is preservedvin the work of
the Kaf&ite, Judah Hadassi, Eshkol Hakofer.56 This account has it
that Eid&d and his companion were seized by cannibals while on a %
trading voyagea The other was immédiately consumed‘while Eldad was
put aside to. fatten. He was fortunately takem ill, so that he could
neither eat nor drink, and so remained toothin for consumption. One
night when he heard that his captor had left his home he escaped f
from the pit where he was confined, found & sword and killed all |
the inhabitants of his captor's houge, and egcaped to the ri%er. , |
The members of the tribe pursyed him, but could not enter thé river

after him becauvse their feet were like sponges which soaked up the

‘water! Eldad swam & long distance and then found a tree floating
on the surface oﬂhhe river which carried him to Hgypt. There he sold ;
the tree and with the proceesds returned to his native land. Hadassi
continues with a tale of dwarfs who were ahnualiy reguired to fight
of £ an invasion of birds, which they did one year with the &add of a' ;
giant from Congtapntinoplé. It is not clear what connection this

gtory has with the Eldad eccount, He concludes with the remark that i
the story ﬁhdch Eldad had told about the Jews beyond the Sambation

is correct; fo#ue know that a compaby of righteous Israelites was ‘
secreted beyond the Sambation befare'the exlle; these kmmg observe
the precepts of the Torah, but have no Mishna,(%ﬁﬁégfah, or calenw
dation such as oursg. |

‘ - This is then the astounding story which Blda d incbrporated

57

into the legendry of his people, which served to feed their im-‘

aginations, and which produced as its offapring & continual flow

of equally astounding tales of the discovery of the ten tribes
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~ through the centuries until the very present. It will be of value
to summarize the main elements of his.aocoﬁmt 80 that,we.ﬁay foll~
ow them through their vicissitudes in later years,

1) Eldad told of four tribes which reside in Havile, in the
land of Cush, which is probably in the south of Arabila, Yemen, or
acrosg the Gulf of Aden, on the east caast of Africaj; and of the other
‘8ix tribes residing in various places in‘Asia. 2) These tribes are
independent, ha;¢1€%rulera who are chosen from their own midst,

3) They are pOwerful Warriors@ strong and fearless, waging war
succesafuliy upon . their neighbors and subduing them,vhaviﬁg in one
case a5 ményAaa twenty-five kings subject to them. 4) They &re pros=
perous, own large properties in fldcks, lands and slaves, and

suppdrt themselyes through trading, farming and taking speil. 5) They

remain good Jews, have the Torah, the Misham, the Talmud and the

Midrash. The differences which exist between thelr tradition and that

of Judah and Benjamin are'slight and easily explainable. They teach
their tr&dition;;WmDJl&@Q_JQAW+ﬁ@[1dﬂ7£h¥M'Qﬂ“. They have the trad-
itional four methods of capital punishment. They still speak Hebrew,
elong with Persian énd Arabic. They read the Torah on the Sabbath

in Hebrew and expound it in Persian. They retain a lively interest
in the fate of their brethren, the tribes of Judah and Benjemin.

6) Among them there is a group sét aside specifically for study,

and in fact an entire tribe, that of Issachar, is devoted to that
pursuit. 7) Among the tribe of Den are to be found the descendants
of Samson and Delilah, who ave the foremost warriors of all.’®
8) Near the four tribes is the Sambation river, and across that

river dwell the Bnai Moshe,}whose life borders on hhe Utopian.




. e T ‘. ] . h 16_"

We®shall have dceasioﬁ to meet these qualities of the ten
tribes which the ldad story portrays so eloquently and go dramat-

ically from time to time in various guises, from the pens of divers

st

writers in many centuries. Hldad's story beyond gquestion has been

the basis of the later accumulation of legend about the subject of
not .
the ten tribes, but this is/due solely to the great popularity of

the book, but also to the fact that the elements involved were even

Ky’ »
before Eldad paxrt of Jewish tradition which all Jews possessed and

which Eldad reinforced, and that the Jews were predisposed by their
physical situation in the Diasporg and their consequent psychologice

~al reaction to all such stories, to comtinue toying with the posge-
’ [
ibilities of the situation. ®

There has been much difference of opinion among modern schole

ars as to the truth of Bldad's story and the character of the man,60

but the medieval readers of his account almost unanimously accepted
it as true and handed it down from generation to generation as a
falthful account of the ten lost tribes.

Yoadia seems to accept the fact of the existence. of the Bnai
Moshe as a distinct entity. In his Arabic commentary to Psalm IXX
he states that_*_jﬁmflhfgwtie equivalent to“MﬂmﬂgAW44&£1af;£L, a
prayer by or for the Bnai Moshe.°0®

In the middle of the tenth ceﬁtury.we hear another rpmor con=~
cerning one of the tribes, Dan again. Dunash ibn Tamim, in his commen -
tary to the Sefer Yezimsh, which has been attributed to R. Jacob b,
Nisgim, makes the following statements WIf God will help me and
lengthen my days, I shall complete the book which I have begun, in
Which I attempt to show that Hebrew is the first of all languages}

that it is the tongue which Adam spokej and that after it came Arabic

which ig closely related to Hebrew..a......uw%;he substance of this
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4I7haye received from the children of the Denite who came to us from

thé land of Israel."el On the basis of this passage an attempt has

been made to show that Eldad lived during the time of Dunash, but

this is impossible for various reasons, nor, indeed, were it Brue

that Bldad lived in the time of Dunash, does his reference to Danites

in the plural, who knew Arabic and discoursed learnedly on it to

him at some length, have anything in ¢ ommon with the account of

Hldad that we have. He ig evidently referring here to peoyle in

Pglestine who claimed to be Danites, or, more likely, to people

coming to-Palestine from independanﬁ lands who claimed to be Danite&.sg
Toward the end of the eleventh century63 we have another rumor

about the ten trives, directly bound up with a Messienic movement

which seems to have atlained considerable proportionsg. A letter'which

Da#id Kaufmann publiahedﬁé apprigses us of the fact that the Jews

of Germany looked for the coming of the Messiah in the 256th lunar

cycle, bhased on the word /JW ~266 in Jeremiah XXXIs7, which cyele

would end in the year 1104. Certain events which occured at that

time confirmed them in their view: the firat Crusade, which they

interprated to be the great world war between God and Maganghich

must precede the coming of the Megsiah, and fur@her a répart that

the ten tribes, behind the dark mountains were preparing to unite

with the other two tribés‘to fight the common enemy, and redeen the

people of Israel. According to this report the dark mountains,

situated near Germany, had all at once become lit up with great

brillisncyg, another gign of the end of the contemporary world order, 85

.The writer of the letter; Menahem bh. HBliah, states that French Jews

had at that time sent a special messenger to Constantinople to pro-




)

s
B , 1._8 s ’ O
N . ¥ . ' S s K e

'

, eure informaticn on the course of events. Iﬁ_seems from the letter

that & movement of German Jews had commenced toward the east, in
enticipation of the coming of the Messish, to be near Palestine
wpen the great moment would arrive.66 Even the Khazars were report=-
ed to have Jjoined this movement. Signg and wpndera wege periormed 4
e%erywhere; Elijah appeared and re-appeared; in Salonica, where tﬁe
Jewisgh oommunity'had been geverely mistreated,'the Jews were given
complete freedom, taxes were abolished, and other marked signs of
favor were shown them.®! This is all the informstion that the letter
of Menaghem gives us; we may imagine the eénd of this Nessianic move-
ment; abbut which nothing more than we have here is known, when
we realiZe that instead of the ten trives the énthuédaats who supr=
vived the arduous journey found the Crusaders awaiting them in the
east. |

Abreham Yagel®® informs us of another event in Germany during
the same period of the Crusades, in which the ten tribes were ine
volved, It seems that a wicked king had come into power who permitted
himself to come undef the influence of a certain priest who hated
the Jews, and who by his ability to perform magic intended to ser=

iougly harm them. The Jews requeanted the king to grant them time

to secure an equally potent champion, which he did. Just asthis res-

pite expiwed a man fromkhe ten tribes appearsed whe by his superipn
megic confounded this evil pfiest and éaved the Jews from deatruct-
ion.69 _ |

R. Abraham b. Hiya, the astronomer, (1065-1156) says in his
book D(Eﬂﬁ J\QU t"And if you say there are seventy-two peOpleé

according to the scholars, and in conformity with the seventy=-two

eldera whom Moses gathered from among Israel (including Eldad and

Medad who remeined in the camp) and here only seventy of them are




enumerated, and you agk, where are the other two? I say‘to you, the
one iy the Bnai Moshe, for God promised lMoses that his gons would

be a greht people, as it is written 'And I will mike of thee a nation
greater and mightier than they,' so that in the time of the Messiah

his sons would constitute one great peogle of the seventy-two'nations,
70

and the other is the Bnai Levi,."




III

OQur next impormant report of the ten tribes comes from Bens
jamiﬁ of Tudelsa, who from 1160 to 1175 Journeyed through e&stern
Burope, Asia and northern Africa. The record of his voyages and
hig experiences is one of the moast important travel accounts of the
Middle Ages, and for the report of Jewish conditions which it presents,
it is inestimably valuable.71 Benjamin was intensely interested in
the Jewish communities of the cities which he visited, and records
faithfully what he saw. He algo reports many interesting items which
he did not see himspelf, but which he learned through the agency of
others.072 Among these is an interesting account of members of the
ten tribes.

A diatance of twenty-eight days from Thibet, he says,?3 are
the mountaing of Nisabur, on the river Gozen. It is said that among
these mountains of Nisabutr dwell four tribes of Israel, Dan, Zeb-
ulon, Asher and Naphtali, the first group of exiled which Salmanasar
deported. They possess an extensive territory in the moqugina, which
comprises many large cities and villages. They are not subject .to |
foreign rule, but are governed by & prince from among themselves,
named Joseph Amarkals Halevi. There are many scholars among them.
They are farmers, and : lso carry on war extensively, even through
the desert to the border of Cush (Indi&?).74 They have en alliance

with the Kofar al Turak, a fierce warlike tribe, who worship the

wind, and dwell in the desert; who eat raw meat, and have instead
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of noseg two small holes through which they breathe. Not long be=-

fore Benjamin heard of them, these latter had invaded a province %
of the kingdom 0f Persia and looted it. In reprisal the king of

Persia advanced against them with a large army. But the guide lost |
hig way in the desert and@he king was left in a sorry plight, with %
8 large army lost in the desert and his food supply rapidly giving ‘

i
"6 4o the i

out. The army wandered along until it came, on a Sabbath
mountaing of Nisabur. On the fléanks of these mountains they found
large, fruitful orchards unguarded and in the distance they dise

cerned a large city. The army spread throughithe orchard and regaled I

. !
itself unmolested. Then the king sent two messengers to the city on ‘
the hill. These told the guard at the gate, "We are éubjectﬁ of

the king of Persia, and we have come to inquire whom you gerve."

ug from a foréign nationg we have one ruler and he is a Jew." The

|

|

_ |

The guard replied, "We are Jews, and there is no king or ruler over }
|

!

.messengérs further inquired concerning the Kofar al Turak of whaom iﬁ
they were in search,; but the Jewish guard refused to give them any i

_ L
information on the ground that they were the allies of the Jews, \M

and that whoever attacked them, enliated the~appo§%ion of the Jews {H
Ve .

as well. The messengers returned to the king with this report. "The M

k
i
;& king was very much affrighted by this news. On-the next day the |
i Jewg notified the king to prepare to defend himsélf against their

attack, but the king replied, 'I have come to wage war not . gainat

on attacking me I will tuke vengeance on the Jews who are in my

§¢ kingdom, and kill them all, for I know that you'are gstronger than

me in this situation.'.......And the Jews decided among themselves

to comply with the request of the king of Pemsia because of the Jews

l
you but against the Kofar al Turak, my enemies. And if you insist
\

|

|

|
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n'?? and consequently permitted hié'army-to

who were iﬁ his kingdom,
enter their country and treated him with great honor. But they re-
mained faithful to their allies and warned'them.of the approach of
the king so that they defended themselves and defeated him.78 One
of these Jews from the mountains of Niaabur, R. Moses, was taken to
Persia by a knight and enslaved. This man won rénown as an archers;
the king became interested in him, but though he offered him many
inducements to be converted, he remained true to hié fatth. It was
from this Re Moses that Benjamin learned this story.

Benjamin has one other report of the tiibes. He recordsv%
that ﬁwenty-ohe days' Jjourney through the desert of Sheba or al-
Yemenao are the abodesa of Jews called NI UA, Rechabites.al
Their ruler ia.Rabbi Hanan the prince. They posse&é a large country
where they rule independently, being subject to no foreign power.
"They undertake warring expeditions into distant countries with
the desert Arabs, their neighbora and alliesg. Their neighbors all
fear these Jews. Some of them are farmers, and cattle raisers. They
glve a tithe of their possesgions to the scholars, who spend all
their time in tpe study of the Law, and to the poor andto the ascete
ica, fhe_“_*EJJ@)J{wﬁgK[/%j_JSKJ;who eat no meat and drink no wine,
wear black garments, and live in caves or hidden houses, and fasgt
every day but Sabbaths and h@@id&ys, and continually implore the
mercy of God for the Jews in exile, that he have compassion on
them for the sake of His Name, a8 well as on the Jews of Tema and

Telmas. In the latter city therears about 100,000 Jews who are

governed by thelr prince Salmon, brother of the prince Hanan, who

are descended of the house of VYavid, and possess a genealogical
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table which attests thia.'In laWsuits where they aré:doubtful of
the propey decision thgwy cbrrespond:with their relative, the prince
of the captivity in Bagdad. They fast forty days each year, and
pray for all the Jews who are in exile."82

Benjamin proceeds to tell of their extensive lands, their
beautiful cities, thelr gweat wealth, and the large number of
Jews who inhabit that Land. Then he remarks, "men say that they
are the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, who
were carried into captivity by Salmanaagr, king of.Assyria,'and
were brought there, where they built these great, fortified cities,
and carry on war with all the kingdoms round abouti they cannot be
reached with ease because of the eighteen day journey through the
deaert which separates them from the reast of the wofld."83

Benjamin did not visit the countries where he places these
tribes of Israel, notr does he pretend to have done so} not only
are the accounts of the tribes in the second part of his boqk which
he devotes to things he has learned of from hearsay rather than
from personal experience, but in addition he is careful to indicate
that theae are hearsay reports. It is clear, then, that these reports
of the tribes were cufrent‘in.the countries through which he travelled,
and that the lost trives were & fairly lively topic of discussion
and comment, and invention.

Benjanin also mentions other independent Jewlsh tribes in
the Orient which he does not refer to as being part of the ten
tribes, but we may be sure that ho his imaginative readers of the
middle ages, this omission was no preventive to making the connection

end thinking of them as part of the tribes. So he tells us that "in

Tarmod (Teadmor or Palmyrs) there are about two thousand Jews. They

are valiant in war and fight with the Christains and with the Arabs,
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who are under the dominion of Nur-ed-din, the king, and help the

. Ishmaelites their neighbora.'At their head are R. Isaac Hadvaﬁi, Re

Nathan, and R. Uaziel."84 Anbdther group of imdependeﬁt Jews im
to be found in the land of Mulshid, fourflays' jburney from Nehawend
(in Persia)s; "among them (the inhabitants of that land) there are
four communities of Israel who go forth with them in war-time. They
are not under the rule of the king of Persia, but reside in the
high mountailns, and descend from these mountainsg to pillage and te
capture booty, and then return to the mountainsg, and none can overw
come them. They are under the authority of the Head of the Captivity
in .'Ba.bylon."85 |

We may summarize Benjamin's reports of the tribes as followst
1) ?hey are independent, and are ruled by one of themselves, who
i a descendant offthe house of David. 2) There are many scholars
among themi scholarship is an honored purguiti they support these
scholars, as wéll as théir poor, and the &sceticé. 3) They are
prosperous farmers and herders, possess vast territories, and beaut-
iful cities; they are very numerous. 4) They aie valiant warriors,
and spend much time in warfarej they are generally feared. 5) They
observe the Babbath and the holidaya, and in other ways show £hat
they are good Jews., 6) ‘hey are of good moral character, as evidenced
by the fact that they are faithful to theii allies. 7) They are
interested in the welfare of their Jewish brethren, for they will
not jeopardize thelr well-being, and pray for thems they mourn the
loss of Jerusalem and the ruin of Ziong they recognize the authority
of the lixilarch. |

It is of interest to note that Petahish of Ratisbon, who trav-
elled to the easgt in the years 1178-1185, immediately following

Benjambn's tiip, hes left us in his pﬁxa Alao no report of the tribes




whatavever. This is especially surprising in view of the fact that
Benjamim but a few years before had heard so much about them.
Petahdah however, does tell us that the descendants of the Recﬁ—

abitesvlive.among the dark mountains.o®

"The apostate Joshue Lorca (Hieronymus de Sancta Fide)
pretends," according to,Neubauersv "to have found in the letters
'of liaimonides that the ten tribes formed a great nation, of which
one part was under the dominion of Persia, whose king was called
by the Araba the great Sultan, while another part remained indepen-
dent in the neighborhood of the land of Prester John, with whom
they made an alliance,"58 _

Abraham Yagel, in hiB!UQﬂ;ﬁw w3, also asserts that Maimonides
expressed a positive opinion on the subject of the ten iribes, and
in fact, quotes from his responsa. He says, "Moreover, in Maimon-
ides' letters, which are not vet printed, itvia stated ag followas
'Ag to your question concerning the ten tribes, know ve, that theilr
existence is quite certaing and we expect kXkmm daily their arrival
from the dark mountaipa, the river of Gozan, and the river Sambat-
ion, places where now théy are hidden away.........Burther, children
of the Rechabites came at that time, of whoum my father (blessed be
his memory) told me that they observe the precepts of theilr ances-
torss that'they are numerous as the sand of the seai that they
expect the help of God{ and that they know the judgments, statutes
and myasteries of the Law. "89
During the thirteenth centruy we have but two meagre refer-

ences to the tribes. R. Tenbum Yerushalmi in iis commentary on

Lementations sayss " Pﬁb’:9®8~(Lam..IV:8) im like wQaP ng 3}%@@;
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(Pg. CIX:6). There are'thqse who.translate, in'accérdane; with the
explanation of a desert Jew kﬁown a8 the Danite,; who traces his
ancestry to the tribe of Dan, that clinging ( ]MQQO) ig also ex=
pressed by ’?ag "9 of course this may ¥We a reference to Ildad Ha
Dani sidilar to other such references to him,gl but it may also be
a refereno@ to some man in the time of R. Tanhum who came frdm the
desert and claimed to be a Danite.

A fragment of an old document waich A. Harkavy published®®
informs us that a certain Jacob Ha Nassl, of the house of David,
a magician who lived in Sus&,kn#wnxmx&ﬂ&ﬂxxnﬁ somé time between
1240 and 1276 travelled to the dark mount&fh&, which he finds are
called thus because they are covered by dark, low clouds.gsa
There'hé found four Jewish communities living in peace and plenty
in a land where no wild beast nor drawn sword was to be found.

These people were farmers, who lived in tents and spoke Aramaic.

When he told them of the misfortunes he had encountered in his

. travels, they were very sympathetic. They took him across the Sam-

bation to thelr king, who asked after the customas of the two tribes,
Judeh and Benjamin, in their exile, and whether they recognized the

95b gxisted
whether there wum emong them h&tred, and

12X RY S Povien I
envy, and false swearing. Jgcob replied in the affirmative. The
king to&%him that Becauae this was 8o they had  lengthened the pers
iod of the exile, for if these sine were not to be found among them
the redemption would have come in 1240. Jacob stayed among these
people for some time. He reports t;at when they encamped for war
their army covered an érea forty miles by three in extent; they

were gccompanied by a pillar of fi®e by night and a pillar of cloud

by days their movements were directed by a certsin prophet who
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resided among them. This praphetlbrdered nim to tell his brethren
in exile to turn from their evil ways, for the redemption would
come in 1276, and they must be prepared for the great event. Jacob

asked for azsign so that they would believe him when he &ransmitied

to them this message, for they are a stiffenecked people. The praph-

et gave him as a sign certain "names" and made him promise that he
would use them to bring about the repentance of the Jews. Jacob
returned to his city, Susa, and told all this, and when people ask-
ed for a sign, he made the walls fall by the use of these "names".
Then all the stiffe-necked Jews and even the apostates repented.
Jacob demanded of the king of ?ersia that he withdraw his evil
decrees againet the Jews, and when the king reﬂpondéd by increasing

his persecutions, Jacob uttered the Ineffable Name and most of the

inhabitants of the eity died. The king apologised and mended his

ways. Then letters were dispatched to all the Jewish communities
of the Diasgpors apprising them of this great event.

The strength of the contemporary belief in the continued exs
istence of thé tribes is illustrated by the facﬁ that Abraham ben
Samael Abulafia (who lived from 1240 to some time after 1291) set
out fof Palestine to find the Sambation and the ten tribes. His

guest was interrupted by the Crusades. What immediate cause deter-

‘mined him to undertake his Jjourney is unknown.

The fourteenth century is strangely silent concerning the
tgibes. Yet an incident which occurred dﬁring this century is sig->
nificent of the strength with which both Jews and Christiansg held
the belief that-thevten tribes still existed, though in this case,
at least part of them not in a d%stant land, but in the midst of

their brethren of Judah and Benjamin. When Alfonso XI expelled the

Saracens from Toledo, the Jews of that city petitioned the king
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for permisgion to remain,‘on the'ground that they had not been in-
volved in the crucifixion of ﬁesus, since they were descended from
a part oﬂ%he ten tribes which had been exiled to Targhish; Their
petition was granted!94 _ A

In 1419, the year which was computed tdﬁ%he date of the fulfile
ment of Obadiah's prbphecy against Edom -(Rome ), Joseph b. Jehuda
Sarko, teacher and secketary in the first half of the fifteenth
century to various Italian communitiles, sen#m. letter_to R. Amram,

95 This letter

Nagid of Egypt, introducing to him two Italian Jews.
tells that a rugor had reached BEurope that the ten tribes were
riainé to ftee their brethrén from the eppression to Which they
were subjected in the exile., In Nisan, 1419, (the month of redemp-
tion), an embassy had -arrived at the Papal court in Rome, bearing
this rumor.’® The two men bearing this letter of introduction,

R, Elias, and R. Benjamin b. Elhanan, both schoiars of ;epﬁte, had
been dispatched by the Jewish community to obtain further informat-
ion, if posasible, in Hgypt. They would go into detail.on certgin»
points which the letter slurred over, of necessity. Joseph b. Jeh~
uda bespoke the Nagid's assistance in their misaion.

In 1454, we hear,>’

a report was current that the Sambation
had dried up anqhhat the tribes were crossing to wage war against
Preater'John, the Christian monarch, and aubaeduently to destroy
the entire Christian civilization.

- In 1456 R. Abraheam Ha Levi, a meshulach from Jerusalem,
éarried,with him a letter, dated that year, which appriged the
Jews of BEurope thét merchants had brought letters to the king of
Egypt from Prester John to the effect that the king of the Jews was

wagingfterrible war upon him, and that hig defeat was certain un~
98

less Egypt came to his assistance against the common enemy.
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- The king, fearing that the deWé in Bgypt would go to the aid of the

Jewish king, in the event that he next attacked him, decrsed a gene
eral expulgion of Jews from his lands. But he fell wery 1l1ll, and

the Jews with the aid of God and some bribes induced his physiaeians
to tell him that his illness was & divine punishment for his evil
decree of expulsion. "Then the king turned to them and a.sked whether

they didn't know that their king, who is destined to redeem them,

‘had risen with a tremendous army of Jews and is daily waging war

against Prester John? And that they have already conquered even

mighties empireq&han fheir own? The Jews of Xgypt would no doubt wish

to unite themselves t#their ownvkingdom, which would certainly

attack him. For this reason he wished to either drive the Jéws

from his kingdom altogether, or kill them, or convert them. "99

The Jews argued with the king, told him the stories of Pharaoh and

of Sisera who try as they might, could not frﬁstr&te'thﬁ\willl§f

God, and finallyjinduced him to revoke his deeree.loo
isaac Abarbanel, (1437-1508), has an interesting note in hig

commentary on Jeremieh IIIsl4, where he says: "I have seen a truste

worthy documant,vbrought by certain westerners who travel from |

Porty gal to India to import spices, and who testify that they met

there (in India) many Jews and received this document from the hand

of one of their learned men. These Jews claim that they are descend-

ed from those whom Sennacheridb exiled from he cities of Judah before

the destruetion of Jerusalem, and whom he placed behind the dark'

mountains, whence they did not return at the time of the second tem=

ple."lOl

| Dmrring the fifteenth dentury a letter purporting to come from

Prester John102 achieved a good deal of popularity among Jews in a

[




Hebrew translation in two formé, one addressed to the Imperor Fred-
erick and one to the Pope, the latter of which exists in two %eraiana,
one to an anonymous Pope and the okher, dated 1442, to Pope Hugenius
IV. These letters contakn very interesting information aWout the

ten tribes.

The following passage is from the letter addressed to the
anonymoﬁa Popes "Know that from the stone sea flows a river, which
comes from Paradise, passing between @is and the great country of
the mighty Daniel, king of the Jews. This river flows all the week
days, but remdins guiet on the Sabbath day.-Wheh'full,.this'river
carrieg a great quantity of préqious steﬁes; congequently, no one
can pésa it except on-the Sabbath. But we watch the Jews, for if.they
should pags they would cause great mischief to the whole world, to
the Christians, the Ishmaelites, as well as to all the nations and
tongdes,under the Heaven, for no nation couldlresist thém. But we
,have‘in this region sixteen great and fortified cities, built of
stones, which we may aall the strongest cities in the world. The
diatance from one uyﬁm to the other is half a miles each city is
prbvided with a thousand horsemen, ten thouaaﬁd foob~soldiers, and
ten thousand archers, who watch the mbuntaine and its passages, in
order not to let the Jews passs they are indeed so numerous that
if once they cross overy they could fight the whole world. Know
alsd, that for each of my fortresses the King Daniel possess ten;
the Jews are so rich in precious atonéa‘that they congtruct their
houses with them, as we do withvcomoured stones. Do not consider
a8 exaggerated what I report conqefniﬁg the King Daniel, for he

has with him three hundred Jewish kings, whose people have submitted

to him; begides thé%e, Daniel has also three thougand dukes, counts,

s
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and other impprtant meni in fact, we know that his land is endlessg

and he who has never heard of this people has heard nothing."103

The passage anent the tribes in the letter addressed o the

Imperor Frederick is as followss "On the one side of our country

is a river, on the border of which all kinds of exdellent xXmmEw
gpices are found. Near to it is another river, full of stones, which
falls into the ocean, which flows between the pea and the Nine Tribes
of Israel. This river runs all the week till the Sabbath day, when
it rests; it carries large and small stones tojhe ges, like o rivgr‘
of water doesj conseguently the Nine Tribes of Israel cannot pass
the river. On the other side we have forty-four towns, built of

very stfong stoneg, and the distance between one uy@n and enother

ig not more than a bowshot. And in order to guard them we have
44,000 horsemen, 50,000 bowmen, and 30,000 uen on horseback (?) guard
the cities from an attack by the childfen of'Isr&el, for if they-
could pass the river they would destroy the wofld. The lgraelites
possess ten of the citiea.‘We make known to you that forthese ten
citieg, and for other expenses which we are obliged to'make for

the great king of lgrael, he gives us yearly a hundred camels, loads
ed with gold, silver, precious stones and pearl&; besides this he
pays a tribute for our not ravidging the land which ldes between us
and themselves. Know also that the grdat king of Israel has under
hig dominion 200 kinge, who hold their lands only with his permission.
Besides these kings there are 2,300 governors and princes. In his
countrjies flow the two rivers coming from the Garden of Bden. On

the mountains near our town dwell Gog and Nagog; they are called

80 because they are descendants of two brathers of Israelitish fame
e :

ily, the one called Gog and the other Mag&g, and from them our ancege
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tors have conquered our citi&s::And at“fhe foot of thig mountain,
from the side of Israel, we have the great city called IRV .
which is impregnable, except by treachefy."104

The letter addressed to the ﬂbpe Bugenius makes no specific
mention of the tribes, but the reference is nevertheless clear:
"There is also in our land 8 sea of sand, whidh only we can pass;
it carries to us some precious stoneé; when we cross it there is
never a storm, but when one of us is not ctfossing it, it rages like
the othefs. We also have forty dities, the finest anqthe strongest
in the world, which are situated a bowshot from each other. In
them we have stationed 10,000 knights, 20,000 ballistra-ists,

2,000 archers, and 100,000 horsemen who guard the mbuni&ins cone
tinually so that those cursed ones may not cross over, for if they
should,‘they would destroy the whole world. They have ten towns

for each one of oursesesss.And know that this king because of &bm
we are required to maintain this guard is not our friend, for he is
not a Christian. He has under him 240 crowned kings, who obey his
commands, and in addition he has three dukes, 100 mafquiaeé, and
5,200 baronsg and their subjects, who live on the mountsin. On this
mountein is a city called Ronda,vwhich is absolutely kmprégnable.
And he exacts tribute from us!"105

The letters of OUbadiah of Bertinoro, while méking but one
rather sceptical reference to the trike of Dan, do however contgin
matter which is germane to our subject. In his first letter from
Jerusalem, dated 1488, he statest "I have made inquiries concerning
the River Sambation, but I could obtain no definite information.

Certain it is that a man has arrived from the land of the Prester

John, which lies hetween great mounf&ina, and extends ten days*
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journey, who ssys that thére}ié the d&éiliﬁg of the Bene Israel,

and that t%ey are in continuous warfare with Prester Johu. He neary-
ly exterminated them, and the small remalnder Wasvaubjected by

him to vexations, Which_are only equalled by those which the Great
Kingdom suffered in the time of the linccabees. But, with God's

mercy, other kings arose in Indig, lesa cruel than their predecessor,
and the Bene Igracl were able to Lift up their heads, and increasged
in number. They still pay tribute to the Prester Jobn, but are not
BEREXHXEHR aﬁbjected to persécuti@na» Fbrty years ago they were at

war with their neighbors, and prisoners were made on both sides.

Some of the Bene Igrael were brought as prisoners to be sold in Hgypt,

but the Jews in this country redeemed them. I have seen two of then,

who were black, but not so dark as the Cushitea,(Ethippians). I
could not diatingu@ﬂh whether’they were Kar&itesfé% Rabbinites, for,
on the one hand, they observe the Karaite rule of hot having any
fire in their houses during the Sabbath day and on the other hand,
they follow the Rabb%éite prescriptions. They believe themselves

to be descendants offfhe-tribe 6f Dan, and they say that the pepper
and other spices which the Cushites sell come from their land. All
this I have seen with my own eyes, and heard with my own ears, al-
though these men knew byt very little Hebrew, and their Arabic
could not be well understood by the men of this land. The following
fact is well-known here ~~ viz., that the Mbhammedans, who g0 on
pilgrimage from here to Mecca, (and they carry with them not less
than 4,000 cameid), pass through a great and terrible desert where |

they are sometimes attacked by a giant nation of which one pure |

sues a thousand. The name of this nation, is according tojthe Arabs, \

'Song of Hl Shadd@ai', because they invoke in their wars the El
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Sheddai. The Mohammedens assert that each of the Bene El Shaddai
carries a camel‘load on one shoulder, while with the hand they hold
the spear for fighting. It is.also well known that they obsefve the
Jewish religion, ahd it is said that they are the descendants of
the Rechabites." 06

Obpdiah's second letter addressed to his-brohhef from Jer-
ugalem on the 27th of Elul, 1489, containg & report of the Bnal Moshe
and the Bambation and Prester John which are of interest. In this
letter he denies that certain miracles, reported to his brother,
have occured in Palestine (with spéci&l reference to the grave of
a Sephafdi where cures, etc., have been supposedly effected, which
he has heard of but has not been able to verify.). Then he tells of
Jews who came to Jerusalem from 4Aden (he thinks that the Garden of
Bden must be in this region), who reported that their Ioslem ruler
is kind to them. They have no copies of the Talmud, but do have
Alfassi's work, commentaries to it, and Rawmbam. "These Jewsg" he
pays, "told me that according to the report of certain trustworthy
Moslem traders, which have been gmnerally accepted among them, the
river known as Sambation is to be found in the desert, about fifty
days' digtance from that land. It completely surrounds the land which
the Israelites inhabits it hurls stones and sand, and rests on the
Sabbathe. And the reason that no Jews go there is because théy do
not wish to desecrate the Sabbath. The tradition among them is
that theme mxa Israelites beyond the Sambation are the Bnal Moshe,
pure and holy as are the heavenly angels, among whom'there is no
sin. Agfosa the Sambation there are many Israelites nymerous as
the sands of the sea, with kings and princes of their own, but theée

are not so holy %nd pure as those who are encompassed by the river.
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These Jews (from Aden) told this clearly and xmEmifimsXix explicitly,
for they have no doubts about the matter, and are aé vrogitive about
$t as they are about the sun.

" A old‘German Rabbii who was born andxmised in this city,
told me that he remembers thet in his youth other Jews came from
Adeﬁ, Just as these had come, who told exactly the game story, no
more and no less,.

"These Jews from Aden also told that the Jews who live at the
bbundary of their land, of whom I wrote you in my first letter, are
fighting Presgter John, ahd somevof them who have been brought as
captives td Cairo, I have seen with my own eyes. Their land is about
a méhth'a distance figgﬂzﬁe other Jews who live beyond the Sambate
ion. We are daily getting reports fromehriatians who have come from
the 1éhd ff Prester John, tfat he has dealt these Jews a very severe
blow, We fear that, God fdrbid, this rumor is true, for it has been
naised about a good deal; May the Lord protect his people and his
servante. 07

A third letter of Obadiah's, from Hebren, Dec. 15, 1489,

neglects our subject altogether,lo8

R. David ibn Avi Zimra of Cairo (1470-1573) in his Responsal®9
says of a female slave brought from Abyssinis that she is a member
of the tribe of Dan, which dwells in the mountaing of Cush.

Dr. Jacob Mann has published the last four pages of a printed
brochure which were among the Genizah finds of the lafe Dr. Scheche

ter, which he suggests may be an incunabulum, printed before 1492¢110

This is & printed version of a letter, purparting to come from the

"sonsg of Gad and of Reuben". They have heard evil reports of the

tribes of Benjamin and Judah: they steal, are immorsl,; murder, drink




/ .06

=~
v
G

“vayin neseh"; harbor ﬂatredé, intermarfy with the Chrisfians, and
in general follow their ﬁays. The letter reminda the mempers of
these two tribes of how Sennacheridb and Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the
temple, and of the evils which Titus brought upon them because of
their sins{ and yet they continue thelr wicked ways, though they@
are scattered in Spainlll and Italy and among the Berbers of Norﬁh
Africa. Look at us, it exhorts them, Gad and Reuben, who are always
vietorious in war. Adbeel and Mibsam112 who were in;India told us
that there are Jews there too Wwho are victorious in war and subjuge
ate their enemiesg. No unclean animals are among us, norvis there

any lying, or thievery, or immorality, or murder, or hatred; we

are united and propserous, and possess many slavesy the banks of the
river Gozan are heaviky laden with fruit trees go that any one may
help himgelf. The Kenites live to the right of us, and the Rechab-
itea on the obvher side. Durihg the summers we change our residen-
ces leaving'our preperty‘behind, nor has any one of us less than

seven slavesg. As for you, our brethren, take heart, strengthen

yourselves to live Justly and rightéously, 80 that our redemption may

come speedidy ..
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Just as the first quarter of ﬁhe gixteenth century was dr&ﬁ~
ing to a close Buropean Jewry was startled by & new and novel man-
ifestation of the continued existence of the tén ti¥ibes. Eldad Ha
Dani had come ag s fugitive, a forced repregentatiwve qf his tribes
to Judah and Benjamini the other characters of whom we have heard
faint rumors who were connected with the tribes appeared on the scene
quite fortuitously, disclosed their identity and disappeared. Dgvid
"Reubeni injected a new note into the drama o  the lost tribes who
persistently refused to remain entirely lost. He came to Hurope
&g the accredited representative of his people, embarked on a mission
which promised to have-worlduwide gignificance, and as such was he
received at the courts of the Pope, and of Portugal, with all the
honor and deference due such a personage.Lr <&

Abrshem Ferissol, a cqntemporary, gives us the following
descraption of this strange man who has remained an enigma in Jewish
history, and who, had his venture succeeded, bade fair to change its
entire subsequent course. *According te reporta these araﬁhe char«
acteristios of this Jéwz he is dxrkxsmxmxresui short and thin, but
fearleasi he prays a great dealj he is dark am a result of frequent
self-discipline through fasting¥(often) spending six consecutive
days énd nights iﬁ fast, according to writers; he speaks mainly in
Hebrew, but not very intelligibly, like a stammereri several times
when noted people and cardinals came to visit him at his home in

Rome he has refused to see them;'when he mx rode through HRome on
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am ass to see the sights, he entered (the CQurty&rd of ) 8t. FPeter's

and refused to descend from hie mount until he had reached the very

door of the cathedraly he (usually) is preceded by a crowd of about

ten Jews and more than two hundred Christians."llgb We could.have
wished for a fuller, more detailed description of the man, but
this account puffices to explain why this character 80 different
from the subservient, fearful Jews of the day, should have evoked

80 much intereast and should have received such respectful attention

from even the highest powers of Chrigtendom. The following is a

summary of his diary, which will serve to give us & better picture
of his character, but unfortunately offersAus little posgitive infors
mation about the people whom he claimed to represent.sLsC |
The record opens with the statement that it is David Reubeni,
brother of king Joseph, who'rules over 300,000 members of the tribes
qf Gad, Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh, in the vJan 1NY
and who has seventy counsellors, who is the suthoe of the diaty. He
has been sent by his brother the kihg, and his counsellors, on &
migsion to the Pope. He describes his Journey through the desert
and up the Nile, in some detail. He travelled disguiesed as a loslem,

and was received with great honor in the courts of the various

monarchs whose realms he viaited. However, degpite his simulation

‘and the difficulties it created, he remained faithful to Jewish

prayed
ritual prescriptions, was careful about his Bfood, Lmmimd regularly,

fagted frequently, and observed the special days of the calendar.
He arrived . in Cairo on Rosh Hodesh Ad&r, 1523. In this clty he dige
closed his identity to a Jewish minﬁer, but was refused asgistnce
on the ground that the latter was a pseudo-Moslem, and might get

into trouble if he offered Reubeni shelter. He travelled from Cairo
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to Gaza, then to Hebrow, and from
city he was met by ten messenzer:s

& lacunw in the text prevents us,

transpired., In Jerusalew certuin mioracles occurrec which neomed to

point to & speedy change ol the world order hnd confirmed iim in |

his ragelve Lo continue wilh his mi‘siﬂﬁg» He returned to Gazo,

where in the company of sowe Jews he hkd, for the first tiihe sivge T
he left hiv native lund, sowe wine. dot until he weuvcioud Venice by
f

way of Alezandris did bhe openly rzroelaim his identl by, though pxgﬁ

viously he had frowm- t to time disclosed himsell to individual

.

Jowse In Venice he Ffound thot the oplnion of the Jewish communify

gH wag dlvided, so far as Iis aﬁﬁituda toward him avd his story we 1
5‘ gonderned. On erev Purim, 1524, he arrlved at o little tawn oute ‘}
f side of Jiome, wiere he stayed o “GmﬁiﬁfiA‘f$igmﬁly Jews The
é next dey y Hurimy he haugﬁt an 0x snG oid Wiﬁﬁaié’ﬁﬁ_ﬁhe seventy

{ elders bad communded himd What it was that he dld he uses not Bpecs
g ifye On the dey aftey Puriw, the 1Lith of Adury 15284, he eptered Romes. \

In Rowme he pecured the muvport of & group of influential Jows |

?g who helped him arrange an avwdienge with ths Pope. The Fope recelved |

2% him wery graciously, revognized his position as an wrbassudor, and :
dndartaok to aefray his expenses while he remained in HOm@nlla

i At this audience he told the Pope thaet his brother Joseph und his

counse lloyy had instructed him to advise [he rope (o make peace

between the king of France and the wmperor, {#pancis I snd Chavies

V¥ were at war 8% this time.) Ue mﬂk@d'f@f.,gtters to these two monw
ﬁ archs snd to Prester John, bespeaking thelr aid for Joseph, the king |
o i . .
i of the tribes of Isrmel; in hic enterprliae. The Pope replied that |

it was not possible fox him Lo bring about vemce between the LTwd

N




?:,umni : AO

' Warring rulers, but he promised to write in his behalf toﬁhe king
of Portugal, who, because of his large nawy'could be of more assise
tance to him. David Reubeni stayed at the homes of wvarious Jews

during his sojourn of one year in Rome. He goes into great detail

in describing the vicissitudes of that year, his illnesses, his
troubles with his servants, etc. He is quite forceful in his opinions
. .
o Hire some of the characters, Jewish and non«Jewish, with whom 1
|

he came into contact. In general he seems to have been a very proud,

'%5 independent'individual. He was regarded with a great deal of interest
and curiosity by the masses and the officlal circles of Rome. He
received frequent visits ffom members of the nobility and was on W
intimate terms with some of them. He had sufficient influence with J
the Bope to be able to aid Jews in tight circumstances.ll4 The Porte |
3? uguaese ambassador in Rome, Don Miguel, was not very ﬁa?orahly disposn @
ed'toward him, and he had difficulty in securing from him a safe~ f
conduct to enter Portugal. At one time the ambassador's tactics.
~angered him so that he attacked him with his own swogd and would
have seriously injured him, had bystanders not prevented him. He ' Jw

admitted, in fact boasted, that tf) had been nis intention to kill

the Portuguese and promised that should the opportunity arise he
would yet carry out his resolve. Finally he aeeﬁréd letteras of intro-

duction £o Prester John and to the king of Portugal from the Pope

and went to Pisa-to await the promised safe«conduct from the Port-
uguese anbassador. This finally came, after seven months, during wlhich
time he hed himself indignently written to the king, and the ambass-

ador at Rome had been replaced& by amother, Don Martins At Livorno,

before he embarked, he received some gifts from the Pope.

L

3’4 He landed at Tavira, on the south-east cogst of Portugal. He

27




wag received with honér»and deference and was escarted to Almerino,

where the king was staying. His fearless, impulsive character is well
- illustrated by an incident which oceurred in Tavira. A French monk,

in his pregence, and before a Erowd of Christians, slandered the

Hews end denied that there was a Jewish king. Reubeni promptly threw

him out of a windowl On the route from Tavira to the court, he

was besieged at every stopping place by Marranos, who had heard of

Tr

his coming'and who bewiillderedly expected him to perform miracles

L N

in their behalf. They were freguently rebuked by Christians for
5? kissing his hand and doing him other such honors. He himself saya,

"I told them at each place to which we came that I am the son of

the king, Solomon, and that I hadn't come to them with any signs o#

' Kabalistic machinations, but that I have beenm & simple soldier

from my very youth and that I had come to help and to obtain help
from both the king and yourselves. We shall see what path it will
be slong which the Lord will lead me to Palestine.“llﬁ : |

David found, when he arrived at the royal courPt, that Don

: , il
Miguel, the former ambassador to Rome, had prededed him and had ' %

slandered him to the king, insinuating that he would make trouble ‘ﬁ

with the Marranom. David was so angered mxikk by this that waen he |

had his audience with the king he refused to kiss his hand. Never-

theless he made a good impression, and was promised that he would

receive the aid which he soughtalls He tells of meeting a certain

sea captain who told that on one of trips twenty years Wefore,

he had heard of a Jewish kingdom ruled by one, Solomon (the name

of David's father), snd who thus corroborated his story. The king I
hag a house outfitsed for him.neaf his own palace. While recounting
|

anvinterview he had with an important official, an envoy to Port-

ugal from the king of Fez, he gives us the first full acocount i
|
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of what his mussion in EUroﬁe was. "We have been trained," he says,
1 "Prom our youth, in warliké pursuitsg yet ou; warfare has been
golely by means of ® aword and spear and bow. Now we wish, with the
E help of God, to go up againét Jerusalem and to conquer all the land
of Palestine from the hand of the lloslems, forthe "endf and the
time of the redemption hme arrived. I have come to secure skilled
artigans wio know how to construct (modern) weapons of war and

% ' cannon, who will come to my land to ply thekr trade there and teach

our aoldiers."llv

The Mohammedan official to whom he tellsg this informs him that
his countrymgnvtoo‘believe that the'Jews will regain their indepen=
dence, and David promises that when that day comes, and the Jews
have the upper hand, they will deal kindly with the nations that
have been kind to thaﬂdewa. David further tells him that his
ancestors "have been Jewish kings in the "JAn Ay since the
destruction of the temple. In "/Hh dwell Reuben, Gad, and half
the tribe of Menassehj there are nine and one»héﬁ?ﬁgggbes.in'the

land of Cush, all independent. Those nearest us are thﬂtwo tribea, o

Simeon and Benjamin (!), which are on the Nile above the kingdom |
of Sheva. They inhabit the land between the two rivers, the White o
and the Black, which latter ie the Nilej their land is lafge and |
productive; their king is Baruch, son of the king Japheth; he has f
four sons, named Saadia, Abraham, “?Cf (?), and Moses. They too, !
like us, are about 300,000 in number, and both our peoples are on
good terms with each other»"l18 This men then asked what his plan

of campaign was and he replied, "First we will teke Palestine and

its environs, then our officers will go out to the west an@&o the

east to gather the scattered ones of Israsel, and whoever will be i
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wise among the kings 6f the Moslems will transport the Jews in his
realm to Jerusalmm of his own accorda“ll9 His guest dhen informed
him that the "Jews in Fez and round sbout it, and also the lMoslems,
say -that you are a prophet &m or the Mesgiah. 4nd I replied, 'God
forbid! I am a greater sinner before God than eny one of them. I
have killed many mens in one day I killed as many as forty of the
enemy. I aggz scholar, nor a Kebalist, nor & prophet. I sm merely
a general and the son of the king Solomon, & descendant of David,
son of Jesse, and my brother Jogeph rules over 300,000 péople in the

"7AR 929} « The Marranos in Portugal snd the Jews in Italy and
in all the places through which I havé passed, also took me to be
& scholar, or a Kabalist, or a prophet, but I told them too, God
forbid! I am a sinner. I have been & soldier from my youth until
the breaents"lzo .
‘ David recdrdé that an envey from the land o)k in India121
near /Ah ; arrived at the Portuguese court and when guestioned
reported that "/Ah was inhabited by a strong and progperous
Jewish ﬁation, whose king's name was Joseph, thus again substantiate-
ing David's story. |

He received an epistie from the king Sherif of the land west

of Fez, which is at the extreme edge of habitable land, which told
of a raid made upon hig country by Jews from the deaerf and asked
whether David knew anything of thhs. He replied, as usual, but with
some gsignificant additions, "I am from the 1 ah TRIF 3§ there are
about 300,000 Jews there, may God add to their numbers & thousand
times, from the tribes of Reuben, Gadw and half the tribe of Mane
agsel. My brother Joseph is khei;'king and I am the general in
chief ofthe army. Nine and a half other tribes live in the land of

the blaclfs, the land of Cush, in four regions, and the Bnai Moghe
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are in another place, ét the river SambatiolecssssssThe two tribes,
Simeon and Benjamin are at the head of the Nile...o.....they have
informed us that they have heard of and know of the other tribes |
who are near them, while our land is far off toward the east."122 ‘ |
He tells a group of Marranos who have come to interview him,
"Know that I &m an envoy, sent fxm upon this mission by the king

Jogeph, my brother, and his counsellors. I have come from the east

to the west in the service of Him, whose name be praised, and for |
e the sake of Israel, to gather them from all their places and to
bring them to Jerusalem, the holy city." oo

The king promised to let him have eight ghips and 4,000 large
and small cannon and yzung, Howdéver David had continually been in

hot water as a result of rumors conderning his relations with the

R R R T T e e

tests, and when a Marrano secretary of the cqurt circumcised hinwmlf]’z4

Marranos who ingsisted on doing him singular honor despite his pro- ’

;
David was blamed and was ordered to leave the land without the ;
ships and guns that the king had promised him. And so David left (

Portugal to return to Rome, disgusted with the untowgrd result of

. {
| hia efforts, but determined to continue them unabated until he
reached his goal. His departure was accompanded by great lamentation

on the part oﬂkhe Marraﬂgé who had hoped that he might be instrumen= _ P

i

tal in easing their sorry lots On the voyage back, his ship was
forced to dand at Almeria, in Spain. There he was arrested, but at |
the comﬁand of the Emperor Charles V he was released, and granted |
a aafe-donducﬁlthrough Spain. He resumed his voyage, making several
stops. The diary breaks off with David in Cartagena in 1527, where
he has had some trouble with the local authorities.

From other sources we know that David finally returned to Italy

and resumed his negotiations with the Pope. In 1529 he met Solomon
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Molcho in Venice., Molcho had had a colorful career, and was now

l
|
preaching Messianic sermons in the cities of Italy. We know little - f
of Reubeni's activitiea during these years. He aseems to have fallen l
|
|

under th#spell of the inspired Molcho, as did even the Pope, and

1
|
|

to have heen assoclated with him. In 1532 the two Jjourneyed to Ratise ﬁ

bon, where a council was in session torcons&der meang of dealing

I T T VR AT

with the Turkish memace, in a coach bearing a red flag with the

?E ensign 'NI4 » They appeared before the Emperor Chafles V and en~

deavored to persuade him to c¢zll the Jews to arms against the Turks. o
: Hisg gesponae was to place them both in chains. Modcho wag turned | j!
. over/ghe Inquisgition as a renegade from Catholiciam and burned at |

- the stake that same year. Reubeni was brought to Bpain, where he

. probably died in prison. Thus was extinguished this burst of f lame
f? in the dark panorema of Jewish history. The Reubeni episode is | |
| intriguings whether its riddle will ever be untangled is impnoba:ble.lz5 i
It is of interest to note, however, that the information gbout the i

tribes wnich we may glean from Reubeni's writings is most scanty

indeed, disappointingly so. And the little we have is quite confused |

and smbiguous.

E*ﬁ The tribes of Gad and Reuben, and one half the tribe of Manasseh,

comprigsing about 300,000 people, 1live in the "/, "AI} , ruled by

Joseph, son of Solomon, descended from David. The members of these

o

3
g : tribes, as exemplified by David, are plous,obserwant Jews, strong
.

and courageous, proud and independent in characteri they seem to be

E . the welfare of
. engaged largely in warfare. They maintain a lively interest in/world

Jewry, and are anxious to undertake a campaign against the Moslems

in an effort to testore an independent Jewish nation in Palestineo

6

There are also nine and & half tribes in Cush*®® of wnich Simeon and

l
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Bendmyanlgv on the uppeﬁ Nile, are nearest to David's country. These
two tribeé are ruled bj a king from among theméelves, and are as
vopulous as are David's tribes; but it seems he knows of the other
seven and a half tribes only through having heard these wwo tell

of them. The Bami Moshe are on the Sambation.lga

Abraham Ferissol, in chapper 14 of his work Pﬁz «lhyk AWK,

(c@epleteé Rosh Hodesh Kislev, 1525) confirms David Reubeni's record

of hig activitées preserved in his diary. He says, in 1523 we heard

from Palestine that a Jew from the tén tribes had appeare#there.
{? He came to Venice and Rome in 1524, This man clatned to be from Xkm

| two tribes which live in tents like the Rechabites in the /A a3,

which is in Asia Major, not far from Jedda on the Red Sea. Not far

& from them ere the balance of the ten trbbes}zg They have kings and i
el ﬁ

princes and aﬁarge population, produce many gpices. Between the two “
I

groups is a strong Moslem people which prevéents communication between

them. When these Jews came in contact with Christian ships and saw

the cannon on them, they determined to send an envoy to the Papacy, \w

with letters of introduction from the Portuguese authorities in India. |

At any rate, whether his story is true or not, itwas accepted as |
true by kings and princes and by the masses, who all believe now |
that the ten trives still exist independently. He says that he trave e
elled by caravan through Afabia Felix to the Red Sea, wpbt to Egypt,
Palestine, and then to Rome. After eight months in Rome his credene
tials were confirmed by the king of Portugal. From reliable sourges
we learn that he actually did ask the Pope to get for fhim cannon | |
and trained gunners to take back with him to Arabia. In return he
offered to mee to it that the Pope receives certain privileges in

gonnection with the trade in splces. His purpose is to conguer Pal-

g_!‘




estine for the Jews. This day , Marheshvan, i524, we have heard that
the Pope is nagdtiating with the king of Portugal to help him get
gung and gunners, and to procure for him a safe-conduct through
Christian countries.

Dr. Jacob Mann has published in the Revue des Htudes Juiveglgga
a Genizah fragment containing & portion of a letter addressed to a
certain Abrahem, which he thinks emanated from David Reubeni of from
a member o& his petinue, and was destined for distyadt Jewish commun-
ities outside of Itdly, in an effort to make propaganda for David
and perhaps to raise funds to help him prosecute his miegsion.

The following is a summary of thia-extr&vagant letter. The
extract preserved in the Geniza beging, see.s0.0.0they entered frbm
the region of the Bambation, which surrounded them with a cilrcump
ference three months' digtance in length. Fire burned before and
behind them and the seven clouds of glory encompassed tham.lSQ
Be it known to you; our brethren sdéattered among the nations and
oppressed in exile by Christendom and Is@am, that we have sent out
fearless, gtrogg scouts to spy out the land and to determine how
best we may enter Palesgtine and at which city we shall commence,
since the Jambation hag cessed flowing and has completely dried
up, and our brethren, the Bnail Moshé, have stresmed forth in count-
less numbers. We have mobilized our forces and have come to the city
of Anconaj and we have crowned &s our king Joseph the son of Sol-
omon, of the descendants of Jesse, who has presented us with four
banners inscribed with the Ineffable Name, and the ten command-
ments., One flag is for Reuben, Gad, end Asher, which comprise 320,000
expert; brave warrioras one for Zebulon, Dan, and Napljtall, compris-

ing 26,000 soldiers; one for Hphraim, Issachar and half the tribe

of Managseh, comprising 37,500. The tribe of Levi is also with us,
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five times as numerous és are all the others and even more. Any
one of thesge warriores can disperse & thouaand of the enemy, and two
can handle &g many as ten thousand. But because oflour sine only
Judeh and Benjamin and half the tiibe of Manasseh are left, exiled
among the Christian and lMoslem powera.131 But the king Joseph is
saving the fourth flag uﬁtil<he can present it to Judah and Ben jamin
who are in exile. We hgve much cattle and horses and camels, and
great wealth in gold and silver, so that these metals count for
nothing among us. We have ten varieties of precious stones which
we intend to use in the rehabilitation of Jerusalem, and we have
two gates for Jerusalem made'of these precious stones, which are
ready to be set ups we also have the appurtensnces of the temple

e

worship which were hidden away.léz In & ghort while we are destined
to rule all the world, and then we will take vengeance on the nations
end force them to serve Israel. Our army advanced to Ancona, and

there we divided ups Reuben, Gad, and Asher to advancse on Rome, ==

we are now encamped in a desert (§) four days' distance from Rome,

where we are awaiting the time, which is near, when we will advance ﬂ
and destroy Rome and all Christendom, and bring back from Rome the J
vessels of the templey Zebulon, Dan, and Naphteli went to mount «

~W<73 ,1516 and Mecca, and Jedda, which fell to their lot; Eﬁh~ !
raim, Issachar, and Manasseh went to Morocco (
Igrael and t o dake vengeance on the peoples. The tribe of the Bnai
Moshe went to Aden fo deliver our brethren who are in exile there,

and Blijah the Prophet is with them. We may not advance without the
comand of the Lord and Elijah. We have utterly destroyed the peoples

who were under our rule, We left our country one énd a half years

ago to go to Ancona where we are now encamped. Woe to the nations |

when we come upon them! Not a fugitive will remain to them. Happy

i
AV¥) ) to gather ’




is he who waits, for the Pour of salvation is very near. Then foll-
ows an exhorfation to Judah and Benjamin in the neme of the king

Jogseph, to mend their ways. The fragment breaks off after the state-

ment that they wefe in h/l/YﬁQ and Y1 h ’ and at the river
Gozen, and at the river Sambation, from which places they have de=
parted.

There are several points of resemblance between this letter,

and the accoutf) of David Reubenis David's brother, the king, was

named Josephj thelr father's name had been Solomoh; David too had

flags inscribed with the ten comuandmentss Dagvid's purpese too was

H

ultimately to §@§QUer Palestine. However, the tone of this letter

differs so markedly from that of David's account of his mission, and
80 many of the statements in it have no point of contact at all with .

Davdd's story, such as its confused description of the army of the

nine and a half tribes, evidently modelled aftef Numbers II, its
queer notions of the geography of Italy (a desert four days' dise
tance from Rome!), etc., that it seems most unlikely that this fan-

taptic epistle should have emanated frdm any quarters connected with

David Reubeni, as Dr. Mann suggests. It ig however, possible, that
it is a product of a neriod not faf distant from that of David, when
his story was being diffused through the Jewish communities of
Burope, and was utilized by the writer of the letter as the frame-

work for hig fantastlc dream or charlatanry.

-
Abrahem Ferissol, in his ol wink a0k, mentions
groups of independent Jews, rich in worldly goods and powerful, in

North Afximx India, and in northern Arabia, but he does not connect

#

thegse in any way with the ten tribes.

Chayim Vital Calabrese (1543-1620) reports’35 that a R. Abraham, |




a physician from Spain; had told him that a Portugueée ship had ;
been driven in a storm to a large city on the igland of /Q@J/ﬁ ’

near the coast of India, beyond which began the domain of the Indians,

who are cannibals. There it was rumored that in the mountaing some | 4
digtance from th#shure was the realm of a powerful Jewish kihg, |
Dwyﬁbl, who had a very numerous body of subjeects, very strong and "
fearless, any two of whom could drive off thousands. Vital does not
state that these Jews are members of theten tribes.
‘
|
|

%_, During the sixteenth century, &s a result of the stimulus

5 tacular activities in Hurope, the literature on the tribes mul-
i Palestine
[ tiplied. A series of letters dispatched from Xbevisademx to vardous

136

communities in the Diasporse during this period is evidence of

given to rumors concerning the ten tribes by D&v@@ Reubeni's spec- L
1 , ~ how seriously the Jews of the time took the stories concerning the

tribeg which came to their ears, and of how assgiduoulsy they dissem=
inated the scanty information that was available.

LRkl ¢ D7

which reached Castello, via Venice and Puglia, mention the lost

|
Two lettera, addressed to R. Samuel of Sinegaglio, Rxmmxiemx
f ten tribes. In one it #is reported that during the precdding fort-
s . ]
h

night & Jew had written from Alexandria wonderful things. "The river

é; Bambption is now dry on Mondays and Thursdays and Saturdays in a )
miraculousg way Wy the will of Gods myriads of Jews who started from o
Halsh, Habor, and the river Gozan heve passed the Sambation, and
are now encamped thirgy days' journey from the Holy Land; by command
of God they have to remain there two ye&ia, after which time they

" will go and conquer the Holy Land."lﬁﬁa’

In a second letter which the same R. Samuel of Sihegaglio

received,137 the writer reports that an emiaﬁ&ry'from the tribes

has arrived here in Damascus, with whom I have had personal cone
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tacts. He came here by way of Caire. The prince who sent him is

named Hananel also called Armilus, because he waged war on Armile

us, . W@)/3QJ .168 This prince of the tribe of Reuben is 250 years

old. He has crossed the river SBabation, for the river is completely
dry, as though there had neVer been any waker there, with 600,000
soldiers, part from the tribe of Dan, and part from the tribe of
Reuben. When this envoy was in Cairo the Jews there laughed at
him, end so he departed for Jerusalem; from fhere he went to‘"aae 1580
and thence to Damascus, where he is dally awaiting their arribal,
raﬂ/ﬁ'Q/. But before this emissary reached Damascus, letters were
rfﬁeived here from Calro warning us not to laugh at or to mock him

éé they had done, for after he left Cairo a letter had arrived from
the tribe of Reuben signed by twelve princes and the chief primce,

Hananel, called Armilus. The letter goes on to hint at further

gigns® of the redemption, r&méating j'aﬁf)'a/ e It continvea, it
o.‘

chances this very day that the master/this house imvited the emissary -

from the tribeg to dine with him, and while they were at table there
came an inhabitant of a village near Damascus, who while returning
home from a visit to the cityy had been accosted by an old man159
who told him to return to Damascus, "where you will find my compan-
ion Davide Tell him to make haste and not to talk too much, for

he has remained there too long alreadys the werk is great and the

time is short." But before this villesger had an opportunity to

tell his story, the emigsary stopped him and himself told what had
happened.l40' |

Another letter, addréssed frﬁm Jerugsalem to the congregation
of Castello, reports that "the Viceroy of Naples had heard that

the river Sambation was now at repose, and four of the tribes had

Apasseé the river, whilst the other five tribea“l were reasty to




bass. Améngst sthem those who had passed, was a nation numerous ag
the sand of the sea, with eighty kings and four princes, who
carried with them an infinite amount of gold and silver, with amies

and heroeg too numerous to'count.l42

This letter also reports that
a great earthquake has occurred in Spain and in Morocco; sixty |
cities, including Granada, Fez and‘Tunis are reported to have been
destroyed. The report also hés it that a great fire has broken out
in London, which has wrought great havoc. In consequence of these
and other “"signs" the letter predicts that the redemption is near,
and in fact, sets the date, %? 7y 1550.;40

A letter, wbitten in 1528, by the famous.Kabalist, Abrgham
Levi, contains the following information on the tem tribess "Know
that from Cairo to Suakin are fifty (days). From here to Falasa
are three days; according to others, five daysj the'journey ha very
difficult. Palasa is a strong kingdom of Jéwa, whq are valiant;
and dwell inkents, travelling from pl@ce to place to pasture their
flockéﬁheir land is large and situated in high mountains, so that

no one dares to go to war with them. From Falasa they go to another

country called Salima which flows with milk. Near to thoze two king-

3”1‘doma is Jubar, the land of the ?M}Aec s who pay tribute to the

king of ?alaaa.‘We are not certain to which tyibes these tribes
belong, We believed up to the present time that they belonged to
the tribes of Gad and Dan, for the Mohaumedans who came from Jubar
say that they are neighbors of Gad and Dan. ILately, however, we
have heard that this land is called the land of Gad and Dan after
the two brothers who reign there - viz., Gad, the king, and Dan,

the prince. We have fubther asceritained from the Mohammedans of

Jubar end the Christians of Cush, which is Al-Habesh (Abyssingd),

that the father of these two brothers was called Phineas, and also




Son of the ILion, because of his great strength. He died in battle
against the Abyssindans, and left three sons ew VvizZe, Gad, Dan,
ané Todrés, who made war one against another. The last escaped to
Abyssinia, where he became a Chrigtian, brought a numerous army
with him, came suddenly to Salima, and killed there abbut ten
thousand Jewsj he'could not reach Falagsa owing to the high mounte

ains. Finally Todros fell into the hands of his two brothers, who

'killed him. This slaughter took place in the year 1504. They next’,

fell upon their enemies and slew a great number of the Abysginians.
Another time Gad was made prisoner by one of the Abyssinian kings,
who treafed him with kindness, and an agrsement was made that Gad
should pay a yearly tribute‘of forty ounces, on promising that he
would not give permission to the Portuguese to enter hise land."M‘4
Another such letter dating from the same period is one from
a certain Iesramel, sent from Jerusalem to Abraham of Perugia. He
teilsa "lasgt week, in the days of Hanukah, the Jew who was capture
ed on the sea, and whqwas #old from hand to hand until he was at
lagt bought at Alexandris in Kgypt, where the Jews redeeméd him,
(he is nearly like a Cushite), told us that in his native country

are thousands and tens of thousands of Jews with a great king, who

. makes war upon the Christians, their neighbors. He is the only king,
. on the Nile (except the king of !&tﬂo , which is forty days'

journey from Aden) who has Mohammedan and Christian subjects.

This is a ceritain fact, which meny men of his land and all men of
Jeruaalem affiim, that there are forty families (of Christians and
Moharmedans)s I had a conversation today with the Nagid about the
ten tribes, and he told me that a Jew was staying at his house as
a guest, who spoke Cushite and Hebrew. He said that in‘his country

there is no written book of the Oral iaw, and all casuistical rules
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are reported in the name of Joshua the son of Nun; he said further
th&t there are four tribes, Simeon, Isaachaﬁ, arnd two others, which 3
he doss not remember. Issachar busies himself day and night with

the iea.rning of the Law, whilst the other tribes divide their time
between the study of the Law and waging war upon their Christian nsigh-
bors..145 There are many towers onm the boundary, in which the val- '

iant men of Isrzel keep watch; during the war they meke signal by

b smoke mx® in the day and by fire in the night. When they are hard

pressed, they adk counsel from heaven and they are answered in the v !

following menner. The prince of Issachar emvelops himself in his I
Talith and prays in a corner of the synagegue. The answer comes ﬁ

by fire from heaven whloh everybody sees, descendlng upon the head

of the prince, but the snswer ig heard by him alone. Once the
Cushites brought them a Jew from the Portuguese, to whom they put
questions about the exiles, Jerusalem and the temple, %o which he
gavé the following ansWer& ‘We are in great troubles, wandering

from nation to nation in captivity, the temple as well as Jerusalem :l

is in ruims-aﬁd in the hands of gtrangers.! Hearing this, they

tpré thelr garmentsAand wept long and bitterly; they agreed to come
@ in force to Jerusalem, but the prince told them to wait until he

o, asked heaven about it. He did so in the way mentioned above and the
angwer came that the time of redemptiom had not yet come, and there-
fore nobody should leave hig place at present, for the redemption |l
was indeed near. Then came forward ten rich men who made a VoW to i
g0 frmm nation to nation and from kingdom to kingdom until they Wh
oamﬁ to Jerusalem. They went in shlps with the Cusghite till they ‘
came to the Portuguese posseessions. Here the king sent for them and

told them that he had heard of their might and riches, and how :

they fought with the Prester John, and above all how they were an- :
_ ”




swered from heaven, and he was ashamed at the exile to which he
had banished the Jews. And in order thet it should not e known ol

in his dominions that there was still a remnant and hope for Igw

rael, h%womﬂd not allow them to land, and finally sent them to an
island where they remained severgl months. He then sent for them
and agked them what they meant to do. They answered that their in-
tention was to go to Jerqsalem. He gaid, Come in my ship and I

will bring you to Jerusglem. So they did, but when they got on the
open sea they were robbed by pirates, and sold as slaves with their
wives and children. After some time one of them'came in search of
his wife and children and that was the prince's guest, in Egypt;‘
As to the wonderful strength of these Jews, the prince stated that
‘one night four thieves came ;; the roof of my house,and they (the
inhabitants of the houae) were all frightened. When the guest asked
what the reason of their fright was, they toeld him what hqd happenn

#d. He at once looked to his sword and hurried alone after tlhem

until he put them to flight, saying that if there had beem ten

thieveg it would have been just the same to him, for indeed, said

he; ‘we slay as many every day when war is waged against ua.'"l46
Raphael of Trevoux wrote from Jerusalem to the same Abrahem:

- "Know, that the ten tribes are not vtn the other dide of the river

Sambation, but only the Bnai lNoshe, and the ten tribes dwell on
our side of the Sambationj they have no Talmud but only the Ilishna,
and the Mishne Torah of NMaimonides, andvall the Prophets of the
first temples but they are great Kabaliats."l47 |
Preceding this account, Rabhael tells that about two years

L

before he wrote this letter, while the yodng son of the Dayan of

L the native Jews of Jerusalem wéa taking a walk, he caught a white




dove which fluttered in his face, and found that the plumage under

one of its wings wgs blue, and shaped like letters wuich proclaimed

that the ten tribes were coming soon. On the way home to show this

wonderful sight to his father, the bird escaped., "And later there
came a young man from th%@en tribes, whose father was & Reuberite
= and‘his mother a Danite. le brought us great good news concerning
the redemptiony and said that the tribea would come soon, with
Reuben in the van. He said that the king of the tribe of Reuben
had sent him to remove a certain stome from the western wall of the
temple , Wﬁich Jeroboam had placed thgre by magic. ALl the while
that this stone reméined there Israel would remain in exile. This k.

young man boasted that he had removed the stone. He also saideeses

. that the only thiﬁgfieeps them (the tribes) from coming is the true
| tradition which they have not to hasten the "end" until they behold
ten gigng, eight of which they'have already seen, and the other twp
are expected soon." Later the Nggid wrote to Raphael that this lad's
story wéa all a lie, not to believe it, and to keep it from spread=-.
ing. (Which he did, as this letter shows!) Iater Jews from Egypt }J
and from Gaza told him that twelve messengers from the tribes had %W
come’to the Jewé of Hgypt and told them to leave at once, hecause
the land would soon be destroyed. And the Jews of Hgypt are sell= ,W\
ing thelir property and leavihg as rapidly as possible. He had also
heard that a messenger from the tribes of Reuben had come to the %
Jews of Saloniki With & letter from the king of their tribe which |
advised them to emigrate to Palegstine, for there the redemption

would take aeffect first. He undydstands that about three hundred

families from Saloniki are preparing to follow this advice after \

1 Pegach. In fact so many people are migrating tb Paplestine that lodg~ §




ing is scarce. And still a large company is expected to arrive soon

from Bgypt to settle in the land. As & result of these prognostica~

‘tiong from the ten tribes, songs foretelling the speedy coming of

the redemption are popular, and even the Mohsmmedang concutr in these
prophecies. He invites Abrahem and his friends to come to P&léatine
for the big showy 48
Elijah of Pisaro, who liveé about the yesr 1532, reports
in a letter oflhis that a young Jaw told him that in his country
the Jews are independent, and that “round sbout them iskhe nation
called Habesh (Abyssinia) who are Christians and in constant war-
fara with the dews. These have a language offtheir own, which is
néither'Hebrew nor Arabic. They possess the Pentateuch with a

commentary, but not the Talmud and ite commentaries. I asked him -

about their religious observances, and I found that they have the

' scroll of Hsther, but nothing of Hanukah. Their land is six

monthe' Jjourney distant_fiom Palestine, and the river Goian is
there." Further on Llijah sgys that an old man who wag in India
told him that "the Jews there form a sgparate kingdomj that the
Bnai Moshe aré on &ﬁ islahd of the Sambation. Facing them ls the
tribe of Wanasseh. On the other side of the river dwell the

tribes of Dan, Naphtali,'Gad, and Asher. Issschar forms a province
by itself, and has no communication with the other tribes. They

are well versed in the Law, and are surrounded by fire-worshippers,
and their language is Hebrew, Arabic, and Persian. Simeon dwells
towards the south and forms a separate kiggdom. Zebulon and Reuben
are on the rivef Buphrates, the one on one gide and the other on the
pther side of the river. They possess the Mishna and the Palmud,

and speak Hebrew and Rexzxixr Arabic. Eghraim\g@ gl tuated south of
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presents some luteresting information. He says:
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Babylonia. They are gtrong men;-who live upon spoil, and speak
Habrew;“l49 |
Isaac b. Abyaham. b« Judah Akribh (1489-1575), one of the most
talented Jews of this period, & forced wenderee most of his life,
150 w1 gaw with my
own eyes & letter sent fromlsafed by one, Judah Angelo, by name,
a wicked, vile man, when I was fifteen years old, which was about
thrity two years ago, in 1545. This letter dontained the information
that the tribes had approached close to 3afed in countless numbers,
geventy times the number of those who left Bgypt, and ii}ﬁgve the
inseriptigna on their flags, their designs, andhheir colory and
the name of their king. 2l Would that his words had been true! May

he die before his time, for it was not enough for him that he mock-

ed and derided% us, but the rumor spread among the nations and they

‘laughed atlus and at the Torah of our God. May the bones of that evil

one be crushed! And &fter him, thiere came along two other rascals
in Safed, named Samuel Usque and Samuel Za¥fi. They also were
wiseacres, and each would say, quite artlessly as if he were not
concocting the atory, that he had comversed with & certain Arab

who had just come from the land of the tribes. And when they would
e spesking with some Mohammedan on busginess matters, and a Jew
would pass by them and would try to listen in on their conversation,
they Would rebuke him, in order to substantiate their story, and

latef they would tell him, 'Why did ydu try to listen in on our

A - f
~conversation? That man is a Jew like us, but a member eg the tribes

from the Sambation, and he doesn't wish to reveal himself to anyone
f

but to us'eessscssAnd the masses of Safed would believe them!“152

Pranks such as these no doubt created a good deal of scep-

tieism, and it is not surprising to find that Akrish continues




in egsence, as follows:l53 I have heard many say that the ten tribes
are independent, have their own king and great powery and lack

nothing but the temple and prophecy, for they live in great peace

‘and plenty. The report is that they hals many kings subject to

them, who fight their wars for them. They are said to live neaf the
Sambationy some say that they live beyond the S&mbation, others
that they are very far from Yemen, and atill others that they
are beyond the river Gozan. Josephus says that they are neaf the
dark mountaing, and many say that they are near the kingdom of
A~ , near the land of Prester John. I couldn't believe all this
for véricus reasonst 1) in view of our present low status in this
beétter exile, who can, say that we are lundependent as we once were?
2) our sages specifically stated that the ten trives will never re-
turn, for they are assimilated among the natiohs, and in fact,
many of them are with us under Moslem and Christian rule. Despite
the fact that I've read of them in Benjamin of Tudela, and Eldad
He Dani, and David Reubeni, and the letter of Prester John, it seem-

ed to me that these authors had invented these lies to inject

courage into the hearts of our oppressed people, and I put no faith

in them. But in 1562 I sailed to Cairo from Congtantinople. On board -

‘wag an old Turk who had been a soldier and who had taken part in a

campaign from Bgypt against Yemen and Aden. Another old Turk, whom
I suspected to be really a Jew, asked whether he had come acfoss
any independent'groume of Jews in that land, and he replied, "Yes,

I saw with my owm eyes, while we were crgésing the sea to East
Andia; » land on which no man had set foot, certain mountains that
were inhabited. The pilot told us fhat these people were an invin-

eible Jewish tribe. Our ¢ ommen der laughed and sald, 'if they are

Jews they cannot be as strong as yousmy,' and he wished to attack
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themi but his counsellors dissudded him, saying, 'if you cohquer
them, no special glory will be yours, for they are but miserable
Jewsg, and if they congquer you, think of the shame of it, to be
congquered by Jews!'1%4 S0 he désisted.® When I heard this with my
own ears from such a trustworthy source (!) I rejoiced very much.
When I got to Alexandria I heard much discussion concerning the ten
tribes. A certain scholarly scribe came to me and said, kﬁowing me
as he did to be rather sceptical of the whole busineds, 'What do
you say, now thaﬁ it hag been reported that we have a king in the
land of Habesh?' I looked into the matter and found that the &
rumor had originated with the physician, R. Samuel Shealom, of
Cairoe. I vigited R. Samuel when I got to that.dity, and he told me
that about a month ago he had been called by his méster, the gover-
nbr, who asked him, 'Have you heard anything of a king of the‘Jews
in these days?' He answered, yes, there were rumors concerning a
Jewish king, but the Jews put no stock in them. Then the governor
showed him a letter from the king AR (perhaps & corruption
of Prester John), of the land of Habesh, which asked for help
against aﬁ army of 12,000 Jewish horsemei?ﬁ%hen, too, & man from
Hebesh wpllt through Calro recently on his way to Constantinople,
and he too spoke of this Jewish kingdom and offered to guide us
there.

A letter from the city of Forli, in the Romagna, mentions
several signs of the coming of tha Mesaiahs th@ Turks are prepar=-
ing to invade Venice (unless Ponte Negro is ceded to them) and
Ragusa, and the king, Don Feranti, of Naples, has agreed to aid
them; a Turkish apy has been aaught in ¥errara who divulged the
secret that twelve other Turkish spies are in Italy, but their

purpose remains undisclosed; it is also rumored that the ten tribes
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have killed the king of Persia; and the Indians have sent envoys
to Venice to meke known that the Jews are devagtating their land,
and massacring its inhabitants, and that unless aid is dispatched
immediately they arelall lost. The writer then relates that in a

long drawn out battle with the IndiygBls, the Jews sent runners back

to the Sambation for reinforcements, and immediately 400,000 trainedv

soldiers were rushed to the fromt. The Venetians were surprised
aﬂthis news and sent a galley to investigate. It returned to report
that this was all true andthat great numbera of Jews weré gathering
in'Jergaalem from all over the world. From the district of Ké/ ’
near Genoa, more than 10,000 Jews have journeyed by sea to Jerusal-

em. When the Sultan heard of this mass movement of Jews, he W%ﬂ

- vefy much frightened, and immediately ceded to them the land of

Palestine. This news is continually being confirmed by Jewish
travellera. Jews in Bologna, Forli, Rome and Venice have passed the
word along to keep this news quiet, for fear of trouble with the
authorities. And this is only a small portion of what he might
fell us, the writer asserts, of the portentous events that have
transpired of late.Ll°8

There can be nb doubt, from this letter and others which

have been presented above, that a siﬁ@ble Messianic movement was

. in the making during this century, and that had a magnetic claim~

ant to Messianic pretensions presented himself, the sentiment
would have heen precipitated at this time. As 1t was, 1t held over,
and gathered force, until in the middle of the next century a man

did appear who could and did utilize its possibilities. It is

,evident from these letters, how closely the reports concerning

| the ten tribes were bound up with the Messiamic hopes of the Jews.
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Neubauer says, "Nearly all these.strangé fictiong came out of

156

the brains of Italian Jewsj amongst the most wloguent of them is

Abroham Yagel. We shall give a free translation of the twenty-
second chapter of his work, Beth Yaar Hal~Lebaﬁon.157 |
"After:giving the passages of the Talmudic literature, the

fourth book of Esdras ( of which he gives a Hebrew translation) and
Jogephus, he adds the following words, taken from a work containing
additions to Ptolemy's Tables: 'New Africa,' the author says, 'is

a part of the earth which was unknown to the ancient gedgraphers,
they not having found out the sourcd 6f the Nile, which begins in
the mountaina,loalled by ancient writers, the Mountains of the Moon,

and now the Mountains of A''Y . In these mountains dwell an immenss

number of Jews, who pay tribute to the king of Lhhiopia, called

Prete John. We therefore! says Yagel, 'do not hesitate & moments

to take these Jews to We descendants of the ten tribes, inasmuch
as this northern corner was counted part of the territory of the
Assyrian kings.'! Here follows a passage which cannot be correctly

read, many worde and lines having been crossed out by the author,

“or a censor. The inference is, that a %reaﬁ physician, Moses Tod=

ros, said something in the year 5343 (1583) concerning the men of
the tribe of Asher. Yagel refers them to the accounts of David

the Reubenite and prior to him of Eldad. The rest of the illegi}le
text seews to refer to some unhappy events in Germany during the

Crusades in connedtion with a'sorcerer."l58 ‘

Yagel says further on,lbg "It is clear to anwone who has his
right senses, that the tribes still exist, and that they will re-

turn at the time when the Redeemer shall come to Zion. They are to

"be found amongst the three bands of exiles, of which ome is inside




the river Sambation (and they were perhaps, the fifet exiles)

they dwell in safety,‘have no other prince and supexrior but JHVH,
their God, who reigns over themj they choose their princes from
amongst themselves, and are those whom the Christian (whom I saw,
and whoge words I give in another place) found in great prosperity.
They are surrounded on four sides; viz., towards the north by the
Sambation and the Sand-sea, which stretches from east to wests

on the west side they are closed in by the ocean»(Mediterranean);

- towards the east and the south are high mountains, impassable from

their great height, called the Mountailns of the Sun and the Moon,

which Alexander the Great ﬁried to pass. And of these exiles it is
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said, 'To them that are in darkness shéw yourgselves,* for they

are behind the dark mountsine, and the river Gogzns indeed Nahman-

ides says.the‘Gozan ig the Sambation.lﬁl The secoud part of them’
inoludes thogse who dwell on the other side of the river Sambation,'
viz., the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half ¢ f Manasseh, who were
the second exilga. They are far from Babylonia, in the tewns of

the Medes, and are aleo scattered in Africa; some are eighty days
distant from Babylonia, andfrom thence came David, the Reubenite.
In order to search them one has to cross seas, rivers ahd degserta;
théy have princes, of their own nation, but pay tribute to the king
oflﬂthiapia. They are constantly at war with their enemies in self=-
defense. Their rite is the same ap ours, and only lately the great
work of Maimonides reached them, which they accepted as their rel-
igious guide. But they knew algo the Mishna and the Babylonian
Talmud. Theilr territory reaches as far as Aden, to the lapd of
Cush, and to the source of the Nile, where this river separates
from the Huphrates (eic)i they inhabit the strip betweenﬁhese two

rivers. They are governed by & secfetayy of the king bavid, and




are very numerous, like the stars in heaven. With them arethe childe-
ren of Rehabish and those of ¥oses, who number more than gixty = . ;
myriads. Messengers were sent to them in the time of Pope Clement

162 :
ViI, a part of whom died on their way, and those remaining

brought tidings concerning the greatness of the tribes, and their
wide territories, having on the oné glde the king of thiobia and
on the other the king of Persis. And the seme says Benjamin." The

third part Yagel puts in Arsata, in the boundaries of Riblah,

according to IV Bedras, “whose dwellings remain now unknown, where
they will remain until God remembers them. To sum up, Reuben, Gad,

and half of Manasseh are on our side of the Sembation;. the Rechabe

ites, the Children of lMoses, Zebulon, Dan, Naphtali, Gad (two tribes
of Gad?),; and Asher sre on the other gide of the Sambation; Eghraim,

the other half of Manasseh, Simeon and ISSachar are in Daphne of

Ribla, Judz=h and Benjemin and most of the tribe of levi are dig~
persed in Asia dnd Eyrope, as said by Josephug."

- "And there is no doubt that in each exile of the four, there
were many of the other tribes who went with the exiles according e
they were more or less neighbors, so that each band of exilen was,
indeed, mixed, comprising some of =1l the twelve tribes, in adde

ition to men of other nations, who joined themselves to the exiles.

VIsrael, of cqﬁxse, increased in numbers, and was scattered to the
four winds of heaven to broclaim the name of our ome God. This is

in my opinion the reason of the meny exiles and wanderings of our

fathers and ourselves, viz.y that the nsme of the onme God and his

rower should be made known by us from sunrise to sunset, @ntil !

;k there shall be .(on earth) Jehovah one, and his name one, and all

1&, shall know and recognize that to him alone belongs greatness and mg
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might, and to no one elge."lﬁ3

In a previous chapter Yagel makes this atatement=164 vy

heard at Iucera from a Christien nemed Vincenzo Midano, who was

a primsoner in the hands of the Turkd nearly twenty-five yeurs, and

travelled over mountains and through valleys with caravansg, the followe

"3 ing storys He once left Algiers with a (usha nsomed Asan Basan Bey,

of B&rbarossa, who lived in the time of king Selim, having with himm |
about 40,000 Turkish warriors, and in the camp were algo twelve
Jews, most of them from Algiers. They travelled on the road to o /
Barbary, then towards Fez, and then to India. Here they found in a »i
certain place inhabitants, short as a man's arm, who fed upon grass, w
walked about naked, slept in caverns, and spibke an unintelligible

b language. The caravan left India to the left, passed all the land
"

of the black king, and tygrned towards the west, until they reached
the sanqhea” This is a desert full of sand, which is Bhlown from |
place to place &ccordingxto the wind, just ag the waves on ﬁhe great
,i‘ gsea. And because it forms waves, it is called sanqﬁea. Goiﬁg fure t
ther west they came to a river, called BDambation, which, wonderful 1
to say is full of water all the weekdays, so s trong that it rolls
" along great stones and a gquantity of sand, so that no ship dare

%*V : venture upon it; bﬁt on Friday, toward sunset, the river rests and
becomes quite dry, so that s child can cfoss it. It is said that ?
the river is in some placeé one and a half, three, and four mileg il
broady it flows between north and south, having to the right'fhe

wast andho the left the east, until it falls into the ocean; ships

which venture on it lose their way; indeéed, no ship is yet known to i
have returned safelj from this river. When the pasha and a part a

L\y of nis troops (for the greater part remaimed on the other side) E

crogsed the river one Sabbath day s they travelled about a day's
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Jjourney, and found inhabiteéd cities and fertile land, where nothing
wag waﬁting: water came from the mounte ing ih abundence. The cities
were inhabited by Jews, fine lookihg men; with hendsome women, bl
dreagsed with silk, purple, and fine woolen long drassegg reaehing‘

down to the heels asfin Turkey. The gif:is as well as thelwohen weaxr

their hair loose oh the shdulders, with the difference that the

married women wore a thick veil, so that ﬁothing of their face could
. @

"be seen. Vincenzo had not praise enough for the beauty of these -

inhabitants and their wealth. They tbok_théir mealg sitting on
carpeté spread on the ground,-jﬁst as in Palestine, Théy saild that.
they were freemen, not subject-to any king;vchoosihg their own
prinde from their own nation. He saw séven,kings, in rqyal appafel;
with godd crownss their kipg%oms were very extensive with many
cities. One amongst them, however, was not dressed in kingly cos-
tume, but woré a black cloak, an old man with a distingudshed face
the Ighmaelites c¢ell him the Pappos, and they learn from him their
law, and all the kings bow before him, and honour him like an

angel of the God of Hostm. The pashe and hies escort with the twélve
Jews from Algiers who travelled with him, said to the Jews of this
country and their kings that he was sent by the great SBultan Selim,

who wished them good, to ask them to pay‘him tribute; since God

‘had given him all the countries unde#the sun. Should they refuse to

pay tribute, he would take revenge ﬁpon their brethren in his dome
inions, destroying them and driving them out of his kingdom..The
seven kings, together withthe old man in black, asked time to con-
sider the matter. Aftér three months they sent this answer, that
since they had been in their land they had never paid to any sultan

or king a fixed tribute, and they were not willing to begin it now.
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But for the@ake of the dispersed of Judah who were under the power
of the sultan, although they did not observe the Law of Moses and
its precepts in the right way, as themaélves, and therefore were

only brothers by name, they were willing to give ailver, gold, and
precious stones as a breaent now, but the sultan muat not ask tribe

ute a second timej they would certainly not agree to it, but wage N

war againgt him with all their &111350165

Thus they sent presents.
to the gultan as they promised, and gave also to the pasha prec-
ious g&rments. To the Jews w@ﬂ‘were'with the pasha they presented,
in addition to gamrments, three Hebrew books bound atiff, as in
Ttaly, embroidered with gold and pearls. Vincenzo heard that these
bdcks*were more precious té the Jeéuws of this land than all jewels.
Thus the pahda with his escort anqkhé Jews with him who acted as
interpreters,; repassed the river in order ito % return to their own
country. Vincenzo continued to say that after eighteen mdntha'
Journey not a fourth part of the army ?eturned, for three~gquarters
of them died on the journey ﬂhrough the‘sanqhea. For travelling there
is posmible only with a magnetic compass, just as in voyages by
sea. And sometimes they were obliged to rest = day or two, or even
a week, for fear of being buried under the sand, and becoming mummies.
Indedd, many mummies. were found in the desert, and more than one
hundred and fifty were brought to Algiers."

. S0 ends the crop of reports of the tem tribes produced by
the sixteenth céntury, rerhaps the most fertile pericd of all in
these products.166 There can be no doubt that the potent fertiliz-
ing agent which madeithis century so outstanding was the Reubeni

eplsode which opened it. The first half of the seventeeﬁth century

witnesaed another such striking contact with thehribes, which, while
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not as spectacular as that of about one hundred years befofe, nevers=

theless had much more serious repeecussions upon the life of Jewry.l67

This is the Baruch Gad incident.
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Before I recount the adventures of the famous Baruch Gad, I

shall turn to those of another, equally interesting if less re-

nowneds
In the 1630's two Polisgh Jews came to Lublin, after having

travelled in the Orient, and published there a little book in Yid~-

digh called /;76’ d%)K NQUZQLJ The author, Gershon ben Hliezer
Ha Levi, claimed to have vigited all the Jewish kingdoms mentioned
by Eldad, Benjamin of Tudedd, Javid Reubeni, Ferissol and the
Christian writers, the Sambation and the land of Frester John. The
Catholic clergy, fearing the effects of such a book on the'oppresaed

Jews of Poland, fofbade its sale, confiscated all availabide copies

-and burned them in Warsaw. But these two Jews travelled through

. the land telling their tale, and everywhere they were accorded

high honors by their gullible, wonder-loving Jewish hogts. Johann

Andreas Eisenmenger, the Jew baiter, preserved a part of this book

in his volume "Entdecktes Judentum," (Frankfort, 1700), which was
reprinted in Amsterdaum, in a Hebrew version, as_ ,76}0,P3?_,. This
was agaln reprinted by Moses Edrel in his volume;ﬁgjagimwgﬁmmdﬂo,
Amsterdam, 1818, 58

| Gershon says that he had heard many rumors concerning the
ten tribes, their great piety and prdsperity, their power , their
wheraabouta, etc., but he had gut no faith at all in these in '
view of the bitter exile to which the Jews were subjected. In 1630
he was in Alexandria whepe he had wany conversations on the sube
ject of the ten tribes. From there he went to Cairo, where he heard
that a' letter nad been received in Seloniki, telling of the’éx-
ploitas of the Jews across the Sembation: that they had défeated
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Pristian, and other tribes ( PNJKID M), he calls them),
and he rejoiced that God had seen fit to fulfil the prophecy, "“the

sceptes shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from

petween his feet." %® He went to Seloniki, andfound there a caravan

ready to depart, the pasha of which informed him that his caravan

would pass the Sambation. He sccompanied this caragan through the
desert. (He descriwes animels he saw in the desert with five feet
and three eyes, and other such marvels of nature.)‘He p&ased by

the sea around the desert of Calicut, andcame to the land of the

PFPJKBQUJJKL,.two days' journey from. the Sambation. Ergm thence
he Jodrneyed»to a ¢ity near the river, so near, in fact, that the |
thunder of its furbulent rush was constantly and clearly to be neard.
When he wished to approach closer to the river, he was informed
that this was not possible, gince the king, Pristian, had'posted
g&ardé along the bank to fight off the frequent depredatians.of the
Jewé-from acfoss the river. The king Pfistian is a Mohammedan, he
tells us! He remained in theé city three weeks. Durimg this time he
gecouted around for information about the river and the Jows, pre-
tending himgelf to be a non~Jew, and found that the'river guiets
dwbn two hours before the Sabbath sets in and at this time the
Jews cross over and make their attagks, and this 1s why guards are
stationed at the river. But on the Sabbath the Jews do mot cross.

He testifies from personal experiehce that the river actually

. ceases flowing two hours before the Sabbath begins. The people of

the city showed him breaches in the walls and other souvenirs of
the attdyds by the Jews, and told him that the Jews are very pPros-

perous, have an abundance of gold, wear fine colored clothes, but

never bléck. The river is seventeen parasangs wide; it throws
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stones six days of the week, and ids tumult may be heard two days’
journey away. On the Sabbath it is quiet, no water or rocks are to
be found in it, only fine, snow-white sand. The natives conseider

the water of the river holy, and in truth it has a curative effect.

. Only Jews live on the obher side of the river. They have twentye

four kings, and over them all ig king Eliezer., He has a tremendous
army, well-armed andtrained. On the Sabbath the Jews guard their

gside of the river and if anyone crosses over they kill him immediate-

"1y, except he be a loslem trader. The horsemen literally live on

theif mounts, carrying their food with them; they have their fee£
tied under the horse's belly, becausge of its great speed. Another
gre&t king of the Jews is Daniel. The pedple are skilled artisans;
the land is fruitful and very wealthy, conteining precious stones
and metals. Ger%bn-ralat@a how two of the king Daniel's song fought
off end defeated one thousand of the enemy. They are very careful
about the rules of ritual cleanliness. The king of India and Pris-
tian send gifte to the Jewish kings and continually court their
favor. |

In 1628, Gershon céntinuea, eight Buropean Jews cfossed the
Sambation. The king, who interviewed them, was amazed that Jews
should have degecrated the Sabbath, but they excused themselves,
telling him that they had been taken captive and had fled to his
ahelter. He tested them by requiring them to read from a Hebrew
book, and when he found them preficient in this exercise, he per-
mitted them to remain in his land. Thege Jews eventually married
and settled there permanently.

Gerahon further reports that he found descendants of the

7 (W » ’ . ) »
Rechabgtes living in the mountains of Nigabur; and in the ,ra'CQ

mountains he found descendants of the four tribes, Dan, Naphtali,




Zebulont "0

and Asher, who possess a vast territory, including all
the desert to the border of Media. They are COntinually carrying
on great wars with thelking of Cush.

In 1630, the year in which Gershon began his adventuresome
171

travels, a meshulah from Jerusalem, named Baruch Gad Jjourneyed
to Persia, where he was attacked by bandits in a desert and left to
die. He wandered about for a while, and then met a warrior who ques~ ?
tioned him in Hebrew and told him that he was a member of the tribe
of Naphteli. Thie stranger @éd‘Baruch, and asked him to weit for him

while he told hiQ,tribe of his encounter with a member of the tribes

of Judeh and Benjamin. Baruch asked to go along, but he replied : L

that the distance wag too gregt for him in his,weakehed condition,

and left him & charm to protect him from wild animals, and other
dangers. This man returned in three days and told him that he had

visited gll the trihes and showed them the credentials Baruch carried

from Jerusalem and told them of the great tribulations and sufferings

of Israel in exile, as Baruch had related them to him& They were

very much grieved by thisréad news. He gave Barugh a letter from tle
tribes to earfy back to Jerusalem. Hig own name, he sald, was Mal-

§ , chiel. He conducted Baruch through the desert for three days to a |
place three days diaﬂg@m'from the land of Shinar, and left him with

his blessing. Baruch brought this letter to Jerusalem in 1646. In
1657 & copy of it was given to the Kabbalist, R. Nathan Spira. Nine
prominent rabbis of Jerusalem testified to the truth of Baruch Gad's

gatory andto the accurateness of the coby. Re Nathan Spiro died in

Reggio, Italy,'in 1666, The femous Chayim Joseph David Azulal saw X
' 72

this letter in the archives of the Jewish community of Reggiog
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Later & copy of this copy came into the possession of the well-
known Sdélomon Dubno, in whosé library Moses hdwei found it and
published it in hiaﬁ?»mﬁwwjyggwjeym)gq, in 1818.17% 1In 1832 a
meshulah, Abrahem Zalman, found the original copy ambng the ¢ommune-
al records of Reggio, and incorporated it in his diary, from which
it was republished by Jacob Sepir. 't

The purport of this letter which Baruch Gad brought to J‘ér«.
ugalem on his return from his momentous journey is as followa: We,
your brethren, the Bnai Moshe, who afe across the Sambation, greet
you. We are very much grieved by the news of your sad lot in the
exile, and the destruction of the temple. Bome time ago a_Moslém
s;ave was brought tb the four tribes, Dan, Naphtali,}Gad, and~Aeher,
who told them of the terrible things that hav¥e been happening to ﬁ
you. They sent him to us and when we heard of your unhappy circum-~
gtances we were very sorrowful. But we doubtgd the truth of his re-
poft, unfil to~day when we reud the letter (which Baruch had carried)
from you, telling of your misfortunes. And we set up a great mourne
ing, and we wept bitterly to thimk that you had to bear this great
punishment. But at the aamﬁ time we rejoiced that God had made us
freemen, ruling over great territories. We live beyond the Sam-
bation, in Which rocks clash agdingt each other six days of the week,
but which rests on the Sabbath. Flames envelop the banks of the
river all through the Sabbath, so that no man may approach it. When.
our hrethren of the four tribes wimh.to speak with us, we Stand on
opposite sides of the wiver and so we converse. We live in peace
and securitys there is no unclean thing, animal or bird or reptile

within our borders. We live in fine, large houses, and we have ex-

tensive possessions of herds and flocks, and gold and silvery and




precibua stones. Bach of ua lives at least one,hundﬁred end twenty

ro ,
yearsj never does a son of daughter die during the lifetime of his

parents. In number we are forty times as many as thoae who went
out of Xgypt. God haa showered all these kindnesses on us becausé
we observe his Torah and all his statutes and lawsi we posgess the
Bible, the Mishna, the Talmud and the Midrashim. We never swear
by the name of God, for if any one does so he invariably dies within
three days. We preserve the four methods of cmpital punishment pre-
geribed by the Habbisy our judge is the Hlder whose court isiin the
gynagogue. ' |

We frequently hear a voice spesking to us from heaven, a Bath
Kol, which announces.s.........and on Friday last we heard the Bath
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Kbl‘pfoclaim........ And now brethren of the tribes of Judah and

Benja@ﬁn, do not lose hope in the Lord ouy God, for whom the Lord

- loves he tests; and as a father in his son will he show his delight

in you soong as we have alremdy told jou of the signs and wonders

175 Do not be surprised

'whiéh we have heard so will we beholdesecoose
and wonder why it is that we and he four tribes who possess such
great wealth and power do not sally.foﬂyﬂ to war « gaingt the natiqns‘
Be it known to you that we, the tribes (?) of the Bnai Moshe have
not the power to cross the river until the bime of the "end" when
God‘will proclaim‘“to the prisoners, go forthi to them that are in
darkness, show yourselves,"176 Likewise the fbur tribes have per-
missgion to crosgs their boundariss only when their kings carry on

war with thé seven kingdoms which are round about us. As for you,
oh,holy people, trust in the Lord, etc. The letter is signed by

the king, Ahitob, son of Azariah, the prince, Yehozadak, son of

Uzar, and the elder, Uriel, son of'Ab:i.:a.saa.;p;)h.l'7Fz '

The correspondence between this letter and Eldad's repozt is

Yet it

unmigtakable; it seems to be based almost entifely upon him,




received unguestioning credence, and as late as 1818 Moseg Hdrei

178 But Jacob %apir}vg ”
|

writes that its truth cannot be doubted.
while he puts implicit faith in the signatures of the great rabbils
of Jerusalem, cautiously intimates that it may not be entitrely

"kosher", 'V_‘AMfQ, 'Q@D' FWMQ/1 ?eh KA U QQ[ﬂ AIM’/7J§

‘
Zfﬂﬁgéﬂk[tos wk %y he says. | ”

The middle years of the seventeanth century were naturally I
ripe for further rumors concerning the ten tribesg. The letter which
Barﬁqh Gad brought from the Bnui Moshe, the terrible Chmielnicki ‘
pogroms, the Sabbatal Zevi flismco, all combined to create an un-
ugually ungettled mstate in world Jewry, & mental and emotional
receptiveness to the'wildeat-atdries which held forth some prome |

ige of improvement in the wretched condition of the Jews. 4 typical

atory concemning the tribes which dates from this period is the ' “
foliqwinga A meshulah whgféent by the community of Safed to south- W
ern hrabia to collect funds, met in Sana, the capital of Yemen, a
noble looking man who claimed to Be 8 Danite; He was a bruve wérriar,
tall and good~looking. He wore a long beard and curly hair reaching
to his shoulders, oriental dress with a wide sash sbout his waist, N
: embroidered with the words, "Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a

% horned snake in the path,"lSo and a broad sword hung frém his sgide,

He spoke a good Hebrew, but he spoke it sparingly and measuredly.

| He consumed only water and bregd and his sléep was the sleep of |
a horse (very light). He washed frequently and assiduously. He w
asked the meshulalj about Jerusglem and Palestine and about the cone
dition of the Jews, and when he heard of theirfsad plight he broke

down and wept bitterly for about half an hour. When agked about the

Danites he said shortly, that they had an independent,kingdom sev~

eral months' distance east of Sanai their ruler was one of themselves;
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they lived in great peace. He gaid that his prinde had sent him

to induire about the lot of the scattered Jews. He agreed to take
the meshulah through the desert with him to his tribe, but when the
latter hesitated he grew angry and left. The next day the meshulah
went in éearch of him but he was nowhere to be found. When he re-
turned to. Safed andkold this story he was berated for his weakness
and it was decided to mend other meshulahim to ‘f-erret the matter
out.lBl '

This was the gort of storvahich wag to be heafd fr&quently-
in the east, and in fact throughout Burope at this time. But dur-
>ing these years a new type of theory concerning the tribes wae
being seriously promulgated in Jewish cifcles, and though it was
not new tb.either those or to Christian circles, having been sug-
gested with the discovery of America with which it concerned itself,
it was gaining & new and lusty lease on life, which it holds even
unto this dgy. This was the theory which Manasseh ben Igrael pro;
pounded and popularized with such fervor in his bookwfzjﬁquy.laz

On the hasialdf the report of a Jewish traveller in the New
World, Antony Montezinos (Aaron Ha Levi), who claimed that he had
met Indians in America who claimed to be descended ffomkhe trive
of Reuben, and who recited the Shéma, and observed certain Jewish
customs, Manasseh setlout to prove that part,ofhhe ten tribes was
to be found in America. He differed from the Christian speculators
on the continued existance of the tribes in the New World, in that
the latter saw in the Indians generally descendants of the Israel-
ites, but differed as to whether the allegedd Jewish customs of the
natives were due to their Jewish descent or to the machinations of
Satan (which gives us some idea of the general level of the discuss-

ion among Chyistians), while he maintained that the first inhebitants
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of America were the ten tribes, but the Tartars who followed con- |
guered them and drove them into the Cordillera mountains where they w
took refuge. The Jewish customs of the Indians were derived from | w
their Israselitish predecessors, whom they had driven intofthe mounte *

|

alns. Manasseh sums up his views on the matter thus:

"1, That the West Indies were anciently inhabited by é part »
vof the ten tribes, which passed thither out of Tartary, by the l
Streight of Anian. | |
"2, That the Tribes are not in.any one place, but in many;
becauge the Prophets have foretold their return shall be into their »5
Country, out o} divers wplacess Isaiah especially saith it shall
be out of eight. _ ' |
"3, That they did not returne to the Seconfl Temgle.
"4, That at this day they keep the Jewish Religion. ‘ |
"5, That the prophecies concemning their returne to ﬁheir ' ﬂ
Country, are of necessity to be fulfilled. | i
"6, That from all coasts of the World they shall meet in

thoée two places, sc. Assyria and Aegypti God preparing an easie, L
pleagant way, and abounding with &ll things, as Isalah geith, ch. !
49, and from thence they shall flie to Jerusalem, as birds to their !
nests., | . | _ La

"7, That their kingdome shall be no more divided, but the j
twelve Tribes shall be joigned together undér one Prince, that is il
under Mesasiah, the Son of Davidi and that they shall never be driven ;;
out of their land.“l83

Manasseh goes through the long list of reports concerning the

wheresbouts of the tribes, all, or most, of which he accepts as

true. The ten tribes are in consequence ubigquitous. He says: "Hither-
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to we have shewed that the ten Tribes are in divers places, as in

~ the West Indies, in Sina, in the confines of,Tartary,'beyond the
river Baﬁb&thion, and Bughrates, in Media, in the kingdom of the
Habysaihs; of all which the Prophet Isaiah is to be understood, in
Ipae 1lle 1l. 'It shall come to passe in that day, that the Lord
shall set his hand the second time to recover the remmant of his
beople, which shall be left from Assyria, from Bgypt, from Pathrﬁé,
from Ethiqpia, from Hlam, from Siniar, ffcm Hamath and from the \
Iglands of the SeaJ'184 From whence you may gaxhef that it is meant
of those places where the ten Tribhes olwell."-185 |

He says of these descendants of the tribes who are domiciled

in the New World: they are "men of tall stature, comely in presence,

and have as great beérds zr® as the Spaniards have, valiant and
warlike, who are not skilled in Gannénés, though the rest of the
Indipls use no otner."185a They are "white men, and bearded, well
bréd, well cloathed, and abounding with gold end silver; they dwell

186 tAnd our

inn cities enclosed with wals, and full of people."
brethren (thé ten tribes) do_keep the law more zealously out of
their Land, than in it, as being neither ambitious, nor contentious
(which hath sometimes happened with the Ffamily of David) by which
means they might e&aily'erre in the t rue Religion, not ackunow-
ledge Jerusalem, and withdraw that obedience, which is due to the
Lord, and to his Eemyle."la?
Manasaeh'a book is clearly a "tendenzschrift'. He hoped, by
proving that since England is the only country in which the Jews
do not reside, and since the redemption will téxi place when the
Jews are scattered in all the countkies of the glggnggﬁg admlsgs«

lon of Jews to England will bring about the longed-for millenium.

"Iy second motive is," he says, "because of the opinion of many
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Christisns and mine doe concurre herein, that we both bhelieve fh&t
the restoring time of our Nation into their native Countrey, is
very neger at haﬂd;las I believing more particularly, that this rege-
tauration cannot be, before these words of Daniel, ch. 1l2. ver. 7.
be first accomplished, when he'éaith, 'And'when the digpersion of
the ﬁmly Peonle shéli be compleated in all places, then shall all
these thingé be compleated' signifying therewith, that before all
be fulfilled, the Pécple of'God must be first dispersed into all
placeg & Countreyes of the World. Now we know, how our Nation at
the'presenf is spread all about, and hath its seat and dwelling

in the most flourishing parte of all the Kingdomes, and Cbuntreyea
of the World, as well in America as in the otﬁer three garte
thereof; except onelylin my‘judgmenﬁ before thq Mesasla come and .
restore our nation, that first we must have our seat heggmi;gw@gg;
land) likewise."'8? (Underlining mine.) It is interesting to note -

that Manasgeh did not reiy entireiy upon the argumeWnd from Scrip-

ture to carry his point, but that he strengthened his case with
a treatise on "How Profitable the Nation of the Jewes are,"lgo
which telling argument he introduces with the sage reflection that,
"Profit ig a most powerful motive, and which gll the world pres=

ferred before all other'things: and therefore we shall handle thia

point first."
A Siddur Ashkenaszi, ﬁublished in Venice in 1645, which I have

. (%WK i by 9l II'C&AO il vy W A '_'Ile( Wi 2aD
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not seen, contgine a_ Q_"'_h_’,f’)m),’_,Q,,,,,,,,,With this headings " 0 C) | i

We may here mention a rumor which had gained msxERXZAXX curren-

o L O e
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¢y in this period, to the effect that the ten tribes were to be
found in China. Manasseh b. Igrael quotes a Christian writer,
W&HKWC N w@q reborts that a Catholic missionary in
China, namedAMathias Riccioy met a Jew in Ebking whom he took to
his church and who mistook the images of Mary and Jesus and John
the Baptist for those of Rebecca, with Jacob and lisau, and wag ine-
duced by the Emiast to worship fhem. Then the priest showed him &
Latin Bible which contained some Hebrew words, and the man recog-
nized them for Hebrew though he could not read them. This Jew told
the priest that many Jews lived in the vidinity of Peking, who had
synagogues and Scrolls of the Torahg some of them could speak Heb-
rew. The priest visited the community, and found that this man's
story was true. He tried to convert the Jews but did not succeed.
Many such stories filtered through from China at ebout this time,
through Christian missionaries énd travgllers, and the Jews of Hur-
ope, and the Christians as well, haturally took these Chinese Jews

to be members of the ten tribes.lgz_
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For a century the subject of'the ten tribes was taboo, if we

are to judge from the silencé that prevailed concerning them in
literary works. The reaction after the tragic events of the middle
seventeenth century was too strong for a time ﬁo permit any repetition
of the fantasies that had Wrought them on.'”d But toward the end of

. the eighteenth century, strengely enough with the beginning of our
modern period, the power of that reaction waned; new bite of infore-
mation drifted into Huropean Jewr;eb, a new interest was evoked.
80 we hear that in 1760 a letter came to the Jews of London from

the Jews of Honan, China. %% The Sephardic community of London sent

& reply by the hand of the captain of a s&iling‘veaﬁel.lgﬁ This letter
evidences ;he strong suspicion of the Sephardim of London that the
Jews of Honan were deaceﬁded from the ten tribes. |

Not long af ter, the well-known Naphteli Hexrz Wessely published |
& document which purported to bé e portion of the chronicle of the
Jewg of Cochin, on the coast of Mal&har.lgs This document was SuUPPOB =~
ed to have been secured by an sgent of the Dutch Bast India Com~

pany in Ceylon, one Marcellus Bless ( 05{% )s from a converted

Jew, Van Dort, who in 1757 had copied it from a Hebrew manuscript
in the possession of the hea® of the Jewish community of Cochin and

tranglated it into Dutch. A German.scholar named Ritz found it among

pome payers of Bleséﬁw and translated kt into Germang he tried to 5

verify it by writing to Cochin, but got no results. The editor,

Wessely, publishes his Hebrew translation of Ritz's German translation
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of the Dutch translation of the Hebrew originel. The chronicle states
that in the ninth yvear of the reignvof Hoghes , Salmanasalr carried
Israel into captivity to Halah, Habor, on the river Gozan, and the

cities of the Medes. In the year 894 (866 B.C.E.) Salmanasar III

sent 460 Jewish families of these exiles as a gift to Porava, king :
of Yemen, who aevereiy oppregesed and enslaved them. These exiles
took with them the Pentateuch, Joshua, Ruth, Judges, I and II Sam- ﬂ

‘uel, I Kings, the Song of Songs, the Psalms of David, Asaph, Heman, i

sand the sons of Korgh, Proﬁerba, Hicclesianstes, the Riddles of Sol-

omon , the_prophécies of Gad, Nathan, éhemaiah, and Ahiah, Job, Jonah,
I and Isgizh, of which last book only eleven chapters remain to them.
Theme books were dibvided into three portions, Pentateuch, Hagiog-
rapha, and Prophets. They placed each section iﬁto a case and put ' q
them in the care of their leader, Simon Raebban, -of the tribe pf-  “

Ephraim; he was the first in the Yemenlite exile to be in charge of il

these cases. : i

A8 a result of the persecution of this kings most of these | b

exiles left Judalsm, but a few, under the leadership of Rabban,

5§ remained faithful to their faith. Rabban was forced to explain hig ﬁ
I

obstinange to the king, who confiscated the holy bobks; but as a w

result of Rabb&n's argument the king let up somewhat on his persec-

ution. In consequence of this confimcation of their holy books the
remaining Jews of Yemen proclaimed a fast on the fifteenth of Blul, ﬂ
897 (863 B.C.HE.) which the Jews of Mecca and the coast of Malabar \‘ ‘
keep to this day. Then follows a prayer which Rabban offered up on Ll
this ocdasion. '

In the fifth year ofthe rule of this king's son, Korsha, 907

(8563 B.C.E.), on the tenth of Shevat, he returned the books and re-




voked all of his father's decrees against the Jews, as a result of
whi.chf"“c“:ﬁe\.]‘ews proclaimed a hdlidey on that day,which. is still kept.
% ‘ Another péayer of Rabban's follows. |

The leadership of the Jews of Yemen remained in'the family of
Rabban. In the year 1416 (344 B.C.E.) thousands of Jews were exiled

by the king Prozos. One of the descendantg of Simon Rabban, Simha, i

3‘  led them to Pona and Gozratl, which were under the rule of the.
Grand Moguk, where he heard that many Jews lived. In 2100 (340 C.H.)

A the Jews of this country were again severely oppressed and meny M

-were converted, except for sevehty-two families, which, led by

Jogeph Rabban, migrated to Malgbaf, where the king Ferimal welcomed
them and had his good wishes engraved upon two bronze tablets which
still exfét in Cochin. le gave Joseph Rabban and the heads o’F the i

community after him.a plot of ground sixteen paraaangs in circum-

ference, called Bamekr, which is still in the possession of the in-

cumbent Nassi, Joseph Hlagv.
The cohverted Jewg in the land of the lNogul do not recognise |

the name "Jew", but when askéd, from which people are you descended ? Q

they reply, frqm the children of Israél. They atiil keep the Sabb&th,

and Yom Kippyrﬁ end practise circumcision, and what is more surpria~

af ing, etill speak a fine Hebrew, though they no longer have theATorah. i

Jogseph Hlagv, the Nasei, still possesses two letters which o ‘

Ahgsuerys sent outAconcerning Haman and Mordecai, written in the ;

’ !
Temuli languaege, The natives of Malabar, who are celled the Kanarinz,197 i
alse celebrate Purim with the Jews, for they say fhat at the time of

its occurence their king was subject to Ahasuerus, and they too would
countermanding -
have been reguired to mapsacre the Jews, had the/decree{of Ahasuelrs= '

ug not been issued.
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In the year 1650 C.E., on the fifth of Shevat, the last of
the Rabban family, Josiash, Nassi of the Jews of Malabar, died and
the position went to other families.

The document concludes with the atatment that the computation
of dates in this chronicle is from the exodus from Hgypt, whichgll
Jews know occurred in the year 2000 A;M.198 This short chronicle
was translated from the ﬂebrew'original, Cochin, 17575 signed,
Leopold Emenuel Jacob Ven Dort.

Wessely in his notes accepts thisg story as trué, and recogw
nises these Jews as members of the ten tribes; he becomes quite
excited over the prospect of obtaining the books they have and thus
proving @hat the Torah had its present form and content before the
destruction of the first temple, asg well as gaining f&rther infore-
mation on the Jews of that early period; But he wonders how it ié
thét although trayellers and traders over a fairly long period have
brought news of Jews living in the region of Malabar, no word of
their degcent from the ten trives had come to Burope before thim.
He anders how they reacted whén they first heargﬁthé Mishna and
Talmud; whether they accepted them or not; how they interpret the
laws of the Bible, etc. He asks all Jews who have occasion to visit
that country to invegtigate the matter and to try to get further
199

information.

Moses Hdrei informs us that "In the year 1788, in the month

~of April, one of the principal Jews nemed Ezekiel Racby,?'oQ gent a

letter to Holland to the Jews, to inform them that the ten trikes

were to bhe found in different places in India and China, and all

this letter waé printed and published in the kingdom of Holland."ZOl

I have been unable to locate this letter. Bdrel nmay be referring to

the éxtract of the Malshrar chrdnicle which I have discussed above.
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The nineteenth century saw no cessation in rumors and spece

R02 In Amewice a leading Jewish Jjurist

ulation about the ten tribes.

and étatesman, Mordecai Manuel Noah, in a proclamation which he

read in Buffalo, New York, on September 2s 1825, on the occasion of

- the dedication of his projected Jewish state of Ararat, declared

that "The Indlans of the Ameficanlcontinent, in their admitted

“Asiatic origin, -~ in their worship of God, -- in their dialect and

language, --Vin,their sacrifices, marriages, divorces, burialsy,

fastings, purifications, puniéhmenta, cities of refuge, divisions

of tribes, -~ in their High Priesta, -~ in their wars and in theix

victories, being inlall'prdbability the descendénts pf the logt

tribes of Igrael, which were carried ceptive by the king of Assyria,

measures wili be adopfed to make them semsible of their condition

and finally re=-unite them with their brethren, the choéen peaple."205
In 1837 Noah delivered a lengthy discourse before the lier-

cantile Library Asscociation of New York, on "The Hvidences of the

dmerican Indians being the Descendants of the Lost Tribes of Israel.!
The persecutions of 1830‘in aasiern Burdpe gave rise to a

demand on the part of certain prominent Lithuanian Jews that the

ten tribes and the Bnai Moshe be sought out, for it was understood

that at one time in the past, when the Jews had been in trouble, these

tribes had delivered them.>"" In 1831, Baruch b. Samuel of Pinsk,

who lived in Safed at the time, was sent by the geeat.Kabalist, R.

Israel of Safed, with a letter from the Ashkenazic community in

Palestine, to the ten tribes and the Bnai Moshe. Baruch left Safed

in Heshvaq, 1831. He arrived in Sana, in Yemen, in Ab, 1833. The rabbi

of the community in thkt city, Mari Yahya, accompanied him iﬁto the

desert to the east of Sana to help him search out the tribes. Baruch,

in the course of their wanderings in the desert, was bitten by a




—j"“*i”f”

86

snake which he kilied with his sword, at the same time cutting his
foot. He was in great pain and at a loss as to how to heal the wound
when a sheep wandéred by. Baruch caught it, killed it, and cutting
i1ts body openy placed his lacerated foot into the warm flesh. Thig

cured him. He wag very much gsurprised to find a sheep wandering

in the desert so far from any habitation, but after a while he

came upon & whole flock of sheep and its shepherd, This shepherd

turned out to be a Jaw§05 who took the letter'which*Baruch carried

. A -
%rom the Rabbis of Palestine, and asked.himko wait in the taown of_

Chaidan nearby, while he informed his fellow-tribesmen of Baruch's
quest. Baruch and the rebbi waited some time in Chaidan end then
returned to Sana. Here Baruch, who had some skill in medicine,
cured the king of a severe illness, and becamé %hief physician and
a favorite at the court. Court intrigues finally brought about his
death at the handeg of the king himself. Some time after his death

two horsemen came to Chaidan to inquire after Baruech, and upon

" being informed that he had left, they departed without leaving word

concerning their identity. When Mari Yehya of Sana heard of this

" he set out by himeelf to investigate. He never returned, nor was

anything ever heard of him. This story was told to Jacob Sapir by

‘Mari Said, the son of Mari Yahya, by the Ab.BetﬁDin of Bana, and

by others, and 11 the stories agreed in 9.11’deta.i.lezu.20’6

Moses HEdrei informs us that "In the Morning Herald (of London)

of the fourteenth of November, 1832, there 1g an article entitled
'Jews in Thibet ', which states that the lost ten tribes of the
Jews have been found in Ii Buohari&.......;.They speak in Thibet

the Hindoo languages; though they are idolaters, they do helieve

there ieg an only God, and they believe in the Megsiah, that he is




to come, and in their restoration to the holy land of Jeruaalem.

They are supposed to be ten millions in number; they keép the day
of étonement (Kipur) the'fasf day of penitence, and holy day of
Babbath, etCesesove |

“I think thig testimony from the Heraid is very clear, and
serves for a sufficient proof of the present existence of the ten
tribes; and Thibet is a country well knoWn ﬁo the public.“zov‘

During the first half of the nineteenth century reports were
cd%rent that Jews had been found ambng‘the native pobﬁlations of
the Phillipines ahd Australis, and of course these must be.dea-
cended from the lost tan'tribes.208

In 1847 & young German Jew, Dr, Asche, & physician in the Sul=-
tan's army, was induced to go in search of the ten tribes by R.
Joseyh Schwartz. The only report he bio&ght back was that whi1e>in
Hgypt he had been told that in Sana, Yemen, there was a man who |
traced his descent from the tribe of Dan. 20

In 1854 Amrem Maarsbd of Safed went in search of the ten tribes
disguised as a dervish. He sought the Rechabites in the region mf
about Mecca, but that group eluded him. He then went to Yemen and
spent some time travelling through the desert, but finally returned
to Safed, hia‘que&t unfew&rded.zlo

In 1857 R. David Ashkenazl of Jerusalem went in search of the
tribes, travelled through Arabi, then crbsself the Red Sea to Africa
and wandered through “byssinia. When Jacob Sapir meﬁ him on Rosh
Faprshyxk Hashana, l8é0, in Yemen, he had nothing as yet to report.
He, tooy finally returned to Jerusalem, admitting his failure,*™!

In 1868 a Messiah arose in Yemen who had a lafge following

among the Jews of the eastern lands. He promised that on erev Rosh

9 e ;i
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_Hddesh Iyar he would come with a large army composed of members of
the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and conquer Yemen. Needless to gays
this army did not materialize. But as a resm}t of his agitation the
Jews of Yemen were placed in jeopardy, for tﬁgjzﬁthorities instituted |
a series of peréecutions in reprisal. |

Our account of the history of the legend of the ten tribesg will
not be complete without mention of some df the latest vagaries that :
have been spun about it. It ls claimed, with masai#e compendia of
facts and surmises to support the assertions, that the Irish, the |

 English, the Japaneae, the Armenman&, the Afghans, the Bokhariots,

- the Turcomans, -- the list might be extended almost ad infinitum, e-
are deséénded frbm the lost ten tribes. An &rticle:of Mormon belief

part of :
has it that/the lost tribes wandered to America and were finally

deggstroyed by the American Lamanitea.212 _ A \

Shmaryes levin, in his "Childhood in Exile", p. 253, remarks
in connection with the frustration of Russia's awbitions in the
Balkang and the Near Hast ﬁi by Englend and the other Eowaravat
the Berlin Peace Conference of 1878, after the Russo-Turkish War,

‘that "not for nothing did certain of ﬁhe Russian papers say that f

the legend of the ten. tribes was no legend at all; that the Lng- |
- lish were the lost ten tribes and that Disraeli was descended from
King David." |
And to climax the entire account, to enﬁtomize the absurdity
of the millenially vain search, there exists a pseudo-Jewish cong-
regation of Negroes in New York City, "The Commandment Keepers,
Holy Church of the ILiving God, Billar and Ground of Truth“, at

29 West 131 Street, who claim that they are the pure, original'

Israelitds of the tribe of Judah, and that the white Jews all are

515
3 of the logt ten tribeg!”~.




89 . " \T\
APPENDIX A -

In 5520~1760 information came to the Jewigh community of Tondon
concerning the Jews of Honan, Chins., The followhng letter wes sent
to Honan by the Sephardim of TLondons it was written by R. Isaac

Mendes Belisario, and signed by Re. Raphael lieldola, the Chief Rabbi.

This version of the letter ig fiom "An Historiecal Account of the flen

-~ » [ 3
Tribes", by ioses Ldrehi, pp. 183ff,

"To our brethren, the sons of Abrahem, Isasc and Jacobi to our

bretheen the disciples of lioses, the man of the Lord, and to all their
princes, noblemen, chiefs, judges, magistrates and governors, residing |

in the empire of Chinas at the extremity of the east; may peace and kx

-

happgness attend you,
"And may the Lord the God of our fathers opén to you his boins -
tiful treasures, and may he pour heavenly blessings on you in the high-
est degree; may he propper you in sll your undértakimgs, end make you g
exceedingly numerous on the-face,of the ezrthy may he'defend and prow L
|
.
f

tect you fram diseases and infirmities, may he prolong your days and

) [
blegs them, and may your years be crowned with felicity for ever %

according to your heart's desire, in conformity to the fervent prayers
and good wishes of us who are your brethren, residing in the kingdom

of England,

Dear brethremy we are extremely anxious for your welferd, and

desirous of knowing vi th certainty what truth and foundation there may

be for the reports and relations, writted by sundry persons who have

travelled through Jour country, snd all affirm that they have seen some

of your children of Isrsel, and were by

them informed that you &are all

hig descendants, that you heve.a public place of worship in the province

of Honan, where Jou pray to, =nd sdore the Lord, the God of our
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fathers, that you have the books of the law of Moses written on parche
ment in the same msnner we have, and tha£ such volume of thé law is
xactly like ours containing five bobks; the first book whereof beging
with these Words,"BereShith bara's the sécoﬁd with 'Vahaleh Semot?;
the third, '"Vayikra elIMoséh'; the fourth, 'Bemidbar Simai'; the fifth,
*Aleh Hadebarim', |
"You may eagily concéive what Joy and g ladness must have filled |

our bcarta on hearing such happy tidings; it is this that prompts us

to this method of conveying our sentiments to sll of you, our dear

brethren. Pedce to your chiefs and. wise men! Acquainting them thet the

descendants of the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Tevy, are disperbed =il

over the face of the globe, east, west, north, and south, whose nums

bers may be computed at ten millions, heving increased and multipliea !

exceedin gly thfough the mercies of God, who has never forsaken us
during our ceptivity, but has inclindd the heerts of princes in our
behalf, es p901a 1ly in this happy country where we dwell in peace and
security under the dominion of our Sovereign Tord King George the
becond, whose glory end power may heaven increcse, for he is most
Just and merciful!

"fe do not know, dear brethren, whether ye are aeﬁCendants of the
Ten Tribes which were cerried into captivity in the deys of Osesh the

son of Elsh, king of Isrsel, who was contemporary with Vezekiah, king =

of Judah, or whether you descend from the other tribes, being those of ||

Judah, Benjemin, and Levy, as we are. e therefore most ecrnestly
desire you would please to give us all the inf ormaion you can in
answer to the following questions, cnd you mey write to us either in

Hebrew, Arabic or Chinese, dP]lV@TLH{ your letter to the person who

may present this to you, and he will take cere to fofward us your




favors. But previous to oufrqueries, we think proper to accuaint you
that we and all the Jews have the nractiee of reckoning the years
from the creation of the world, znd according to such compubtuiion %k
this present year is the Tive thousand five hundred &and tWentieth b 4
year.

"The first question we desire you to resolve is, from what pert

of the world, and from what particular country did your predecessors

S

depart, vwhen they came to reside in the country you now inhebit$ In
wrat year was it, according to any computetion, or how many yeurs are
sin ce elapsed? hat wes the neme of the king of Israel, or the name

of the king or emperor of China at that time; and if you cannot be

o

F

exact, pray let us know at least how meny bundred vears have passed
since that period.

"Second, Do you know whether there are any congregsaticns or

e

4

numbers of Israelites in Tartery, or in sany countries nesr of distant

fiom you, and whether they are descendents of the en Tribes, or of
‘ or
those of Judsh, Benjemin, zxud Levy?

"Third, Do you believe as we &o in one only God who created the
world, end gave us hig holy law by the hande of oses, his feithful
servant?

"Do you believe that God will reward those that observe his
precepts, and punish those thal transgrecs thém?

"Do you hope for and expect, thét God will; wizen his infinite
wisdom shfall think it proper, gather us 11 from amongst the nations
and resettle us in the Holy Land by means of & prince of the house of
David, and that the holy temple will be then rebuilt and the kingdom
of Isrzel re-established sas of o0ld9 |

"Do you believe in the resurrection of the deed?
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"Fourth, Do you fix the day of the new moon, on the first day
that you see it? or do you fix it according to any mle or account
by which you know when the new moon should appear, celebreting that
day as such, though you do not yet dee the new moon?

Mrifth, Do you celebrate the fesgtivael of the ﬁew moon one dey
only, or two dayss; and sometimes tHo dsys, end other times only one #dx
day? What is your rule for such veriestion?

 mye likewise desire to know kow manj dayslyou ceiebrate as kiky
holy feasts, namely Passover, Pentecosf, Tabernacle, and New Year?®

"gixth, Have you emohgst you any wise learned men in the lew,
who explain the seme sccofding to ancient tradition, and whet ig the
number'of the works of labour which the Law enjoins us not to do on
the Sabbath day?

"Seventh, bo each of you know from what tribe you descend; snd
have you priests and Levites amongst you, known to be of che tribe of
Levy? |
:"Eighth, Have you any sgt form of prayer for public worship,
or do you say your prayers extempore, according to the respedtive
circumstences of each individual®

"NWinth, Are the nemes you éive the t welve months of the year
the following, which we use to denominate them, viz¢ «= The first
we call Nisan; on the fifteenth day of this month iﬁvPassover, or the
feast of unleavened bread. The second is called Iyer; the third Siven,
and on the sixth day of this month ig the feast of PFentecost. The
fourth is called Tammuzi the seventeenth day of this month is & faste
dey, 1n commemoration of the breach mede in the well of Jerusalem. The
fifth is called Abs the ninth day of this month is a fast-day, in com=-
memoration of the destruction of the firgt end second Temple of Jerus-

alem. The sixth month is called H®lul; the seventh ig celled Tisry;

e




the New Year's Day, which happens ofi the first of thi#month, is

called Rosh Hashana, when we observe the ceremony of blowing the hoiung
the tenth dey i@ the day of Atonement, the day of expiation, called
Kipurs and on the fifteenth dey of this seme month ig the feast of
Tebernacles, The eighth month is celled Chesvean. The ninth month is
celled Kislev. The twenty~fifth day of this month we rejoice and
light candles, or lamps in commemoration of the great wonders, mire
acles, and deliverance which our fetbers experienced during she second
Lemple in the time of the high pr10°t Chasmonay end his sonsg when

thie Creoﬁg being vancuished, and the temple restored to its purity,
they found only one smuall vessell with sscred oil, end berley for one
day only, yet it miraculously sufficed for cight days, when more
gsacred old was found.

"The tenth month is called Tebet; and on the tenth day of this
month is & fast-day, in commemoration of the siege of Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnezar, during the first temple.

"The eleventh month is Sebath.

"The twelfth month is called Adar. The thirtecenth dey is & fuast
day, and che fourteenth and fifteenth days wre kept es festivele culled
Purim,.in commemoration of the mirsculous preservation of our Tore-
fathergs, Who were doomed to destruction by the cureed Heman, in the
time of Ahasueres, but through God's mereies the fotal decree wes =

annulled, by means of Mordececl and Queen Isther, end Famsn and hig

ten sons were executed, We now crave your perdon for this grest trouble,

which we hope you will readily grent, since it is nos only we who.
dwell here in England, wnho are sdmimms degirous of nelpg rightly ine

formed concerning the foregoing particulars, but it is the generasl

end anxious wish of all our brethren in these perts to be truly x

acquainted with what relates to your origin end present condition,




‘it ds written in the Laws of Moses, the man of the Lord, in these
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and to be instructed o much &g poseible concerning the like cireume

stances of other Israelites, who we have resson o believe do reside %
in several other Hagtern countries, so far digtant and remote fiom gsé
that we have not hitherto been abie to learn whetiier they belong to ;
{
the Ten Tribes or not, we who are descendents of the tribeke of Judah,)

and Benjamin, as alreudy observed, only know that the other Ten Tribed
i R 5 ) 3 ] + LI 3 o i
were driven away from the Holy Lend, end carried into captivity in Thi

son of HEla, king of Tsreel. But what becume of then

(o]

time of Oseah, tn :

s

since; and to what psrts thev were obliged to retire: snd where Liey
’ . J ¥ 9 ]

N
t
)

i

.hid themselves; we are to@@lly uhinformed to this day; Youl now pers
ceive the great motives thet render us fo solicitous snd inquisitive.

You see the chief object of our enquiry, &nd we cennot doubt you will

endeavour to satisfy ws to the utmost of your power, assuring you thaf
you will ever find us disposed to give you all the information you

can desire, in answer to any questions you mey please to demznd of

usj let us now conelude, offering our fervent preyer to the Tord the |
God of our fathers; that he may gether the dispevsion of Isriel, and
the écatteled remains of Judah from the four corners of the earth,

a8

words; 'The Lord CGod will restore you from your captivity and wi 11 hav
mercy on you, andhe will return and collect vou together firom amongst
8ll the nations whither the Lord your God hag dispersed you, even

if you be driven to the extremity of the heavens; the Lord your God wil

i
H

from thence call you forth, and assemble you together, and he will oon{
|

|

vey you to the land which your forefathers possessed, and you shall ine

herit it, and he will prosper you and make you more numerous than your

fathers,!' Iiay it be so accomplished for the honor and glory of his

great name, that your eyes may see it and our hearts rejoice! lay we

all arise, and go to the hous¢ of the Lord, for we are 211 brethren,




sons of our father Israel} lMay we prostrate and humble ourselves
before the Tord our God, in our sacred and glorious temple! That %

these blessings maey be verified in your days snd in oure; and ih

the days of all Israel our brethren, is the g ncere and wrdent briyer

off us, dear brethren, who reside in this city of London, in the kings
dom of Xngland, on the twenty~fourth day of +he Wleventh month calleq
webat, in the year 5520 from the creation of the world, Amen.

| "The prophet Jeremia? likewise assures us in the time when the

Lord pleases, that he will save his people, the remnent of Israels

that he will bring them from the north, and gother them from the

four corners of the earth, in great bodies to re«eptablish them in the

Holy Land, for hé im a father unto Isreel, snd Ephraim is his beloved

son. ' .

Bdrehi comments, p.191, "This letter was sent by wsome respecteble
persons, who on their return from Chine bfought an engwer in the
Chinese and liebrew languages, which wae afterwards translsted inte the
Tnglish language for the Portuguese Jewish congregation: and the Orig=
inal was ieft in the museum af the Indis Fouses I could not find +he

]

Copy, ond suppose it has been 1oBteesaesaat
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NOTES

1. II XKings, XVt29
2. - II Kings, xviiié

| de II Kings,xviiiz9-1l1l

4o - I Chronicles,viR26
5. . Antiquities, XI, v, 2
6. The Sambatién, a river which in its swift flow carries along

stones and sand, (or which consiats solely of saud and stoness”éﬁﬁg;

taining no water at @ll) so that no man may cross it and which (/

rests on the Sabbath, on which day it is either covered by a thick
cloud or else by a sheath of flame, so that it may not be crosseds
in some accounte it is not covered at all on the Sabbath, and it
s possible to cross it on that day.

The first mention 0f the Sembation which we have is in the
Rabbinic literature, where it is said that part or all of the
ten tribes, or the Bnai Moshe (see note 16) are at or beyond the

Sembation. Josephus, The Jewish War, VII, v, 1, informs us that

"Titus Cgesar tarried some time at Berytus, as we told you before.

He thence removed, and exhibited magnificent shows in all those

cities of Syria, through which he went, and made use of the cap-
tive: Jews as public inestances of the destruction of that nation. He
then sew & river as he went along, of such a nature as deserves

to be recorded in history, it runs in the middle between Arcea,

belonging to Agrippa's kingdom, end Raphanea. It hath somewhat very

Peculiar in 1t for when 1t runs its current is strong and has plen~

ty of water, after which its springs fail for six days together ,
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and leave its channel dry, as any one may see; after which it ming ¥

on the seventh day as it did before, and ws though it had under- I

© gone no change ate&il; it hath also been obsgerved to keep this
qrder-perp@tually and exactlys whence it 1s that they call it the }

Sabbatic river, that name being taken from the sacred seventh day

of the YJews."
Pliny, Nat. Hist., xxxit2, reports a river in Judea wpgich runsg !

Bix days and rests every seventh d@y, REmxFudaraxnirnnxBukkakin ;

Neither specifies that the seventh day is the Sabbath.
One of thege is probably the river which Akiba had in minad

when he told Turnus Rufus that the Sambation proves that the Sabbath

is the true day of rest, Gen. R. xii6, . _P.@_/)!Q_..h“,-.)._/'...u [(ano_J .93
__JLmefiQMMJA&BQIMAAQQQ_”AMK13,,PJ@KP. Other versions of this

gtatement, San. 6503 Tanhuma )<€A 'V, 333 Peslk., R. 233 Shailtoth i

P, Ber.; etc., differ in detail so that one may infer that the il

river was one emclusively of sand and atones, or a river of
water which carried these along. It is however evident that the

other Rabbis who spoke of the tribes being beyond or at the Sam- il

bation had in mind a river not in Judea or Syrie as was this one
which Josephus and Pliny mention, and to which Akiba probably refers, Hl

but at some distance from Palegtine. This ié.the implication which

later commentators give tb Turnug Rufus' reply to Akiba, Ber. R.,
.o 2 ‘
xit6, QNQJEJQ%JméKL.KQLcJL”,'which according to Rashi, as quoted ‘

in__ 9Py wlaj), means " évqﬂﬁe W Ll vrhed ke aalel

N 9
o .DJQK]VHU'W\Q( JSIWD'H and according to tha&pmyd¢\6K€of _ !

l .
‘R, Anai Gaon, " w0 Lk WD PUAKE DK 98D NIA N, |

An Alexander story has it that on one of his voyages south

of HEgypt he came upyon a river of sand which flowed water three dys

&nd gand three days. This is evidently & non~Jewilsh version of the
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Sambation, written by & man who would not admit that the river
rested on the Sabbath. The Arab, Ibn Fagih, in mentioning this
riverlof Alexander's statés specifically that it is the Sambation
which rests on the Sabbath. (cf. Epstein, Bldad, pp. 13-13, note 1l.)
I shall mention some opinions and staﬁements éoncerning the
Sembation which have not directly found im & place in the general
discussion of the ten tribes; in which the river ias frequently
referred t0o.
| Abraham Yagq& guotes one of Maimponides' letters as follows:
¥"This river (tha Saﬁbation) flows all ‘the -week=days and rests on the
Sabbath. Indeed, in the time of my learned and p;ous grandfather,
a bottle was brought filled with the sand of this river, which sand
was in'movement the‘six days, end rested on the Sabbath. This ié
a true fact, for more persons have seen itwth their own eyeso "
(7.QeR.y 0.8., I, 411-412; Kobez al Yad, IV, 39.)
Nachmen ides on Deuﬁ, xx#iiL26‘delivers\himaelf of this opiniont
'HILCNIW. "JIP P')oh%e b _/4)](\ ?D.)r IG'Q P'(‘m’reﬂ,,uﬁeb’ .A/.{;J(‘A,j)l')’. 3J0/,,",o,
Petahiah of Ratisbon mays that in Acco there is a fountain
which flows six days a week and on the Sabbath, not a drop of water

is to be found in it. (" ok [ (wad fssal)asaal praly f Loyl

b} ]
_Ia ,M{u< ank 298G {/o>1< aabal p 300 [ yalilon a, Kahana, A/190.

A%L)eﬁlgﬂlﬁéﬁﬂj,waraaw, 1923, I, 227.) This may be the saeme stregm

a8 the one to which Josephus and Pliny referved, for it is in the
game region.
. R. Matathias He Yizhari (Bn Duran? who was present at a dis-

putation in Tortosa toward the end of 14129 Graetz, IV, 208) says

o

of the Sambation which he claims to have visited and crossed: "Day
and night stones were flung hither and thither except on the 3ab-

bath when they rested; and I had to wadt until then, fo#there was




Y Ao
no way of crossing over, and in my opinion this river is pesiimony

to and proof of the dayfof regt of Judaism. I aleo saw a mighty
and fearful people, & people numerous as the sanda of the sea, who
in geﬁeral believed in their Creator and held fast to the Tomah of
Moses be Amrami who dwelt iﬁ great peacei and who practised cir-
cumeigion." (_P‘,)Kﬂngf7./ﬁﬂé)o )DJ‘ﬂﬂxf_vV5ﬂ“,ﬂ1?J'K_§ﬂﬁaAAﬁDjL ;”
ekl ke 68 o8 Al Bkl iy okl k3 o »Pfh Do bl

~

200 8Bl e b aslh pla 24l £ ool PR PUK. N IO NP )

ol 0o 3aun w2 el ank sl w Al ko aweadl el ph 2n
5".‘?..!}@.6{)’\ Ak ff:\O D ey Ll g'W\ o1 ol i pa b2l Pawal [y vk
L(;XMJ iiﬂoi_ﬁ@a@g\@a.,_p»he o v f 300 Wiy p']"W/ P pumer olba ool
extract from his polemical work entitled,*_/bﬂyl aﬂﬂhK, Kobez,

IV, 23.) _ | il

Abrahan Yagel says that the planet Saturn rules the Sambation,

and therefore it reats on the seventh day. (quez, IV, 39-40.) guw
,But‘there is a statement in the Pirke d'r. Bliezer, ch.6, Lo the z“
effect that_y}Kywﬂe__%'&ﬁ Pl y Saturn rules on the fourth day of
the week.
Manasseh b. Israsl tells that "R. Selomo Jarchi who lived “

540 years since mentions that River in Comment. Talm. saying,

'The'stones and sand of that River do continually move all the six w
jf' dayes of tﬁe waek, until the seventh. R. Mardochus Japhe in his

i% - learned book Jephe Thoar salthee.esse..othat it was told him‘of én
hour glasse filied with the sand of Sabbathion, which ranne all the Vﬁ

weeke till the Sabbath. And I heard the same from my father; which | ‘W"

testimony I accept as good, as I saw it myselfesy (for fathers do

not use to impose upon thelr sons.) He told me that there was an

Argbian at ILisborn, who had such an hour glassej and thatievery

. Friday at evening he would walk in the street called‘the new street
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and shew this glasse to Jewes who counterfeited Chriatianity,)and
80y s 'Ye Jewes, shut up your shops, for now the Sabbath comeii',,,
essel should not speak of these glasses, 1f the authority of such
o man whom I have alledged did not move me." (L. Wolf, Menasseh b,
Igrael's Mission, pe 37) .

The trenslator of Menasseh's ﬂoe’ 0‘PJ into Iinglish, in
a letter (which Wolf prints, p. 69) says that YAs for Menasseh's
Sabbatical river, I know many authors have said it, but whether
true or falpe, that is nothing to the Translatori and I am as
farre from beleeving that story, as I am from the wilde opinions
of Mr. Thrask." (Which must have been very wild indeed.)

Christian recofds of the Middle Ages also made much of rivers
and seas which, Lf not the Sambation itself, certainly possgessed
many of its properties. The letters of FPrester John speak of the Sam-
bation and of a great sea of sand, which is evidently dhe desert.
Krauss, Lehnworter, II, 369, quotes a Latin author who speaks of
#the Sea of Andalusia in which it is said ships cannot sall except
on the Sabbath at the time of sunset when it is peaceful." (Mare
Andalusiae in quo navis provehi non oisse dicitur, nisi die sabhati
sole occidente, quo tempore tranquillum est.) The anonymous author
pf the "Itinerarium a Burdigala Hierusolem usque® maintaineg that
the pool of Solomon dries up completely on the Sabbath. (L. Ginz-
berg, Legends of the Jews, VI, 407) .

Sir John Méndeville has it that in the land of Prester John
ig the See that men clepen the gravely See, that is alle gravelle
emd Sond, with outen ony drope of Watre; and it ebbethe and flowethe

iﬁvgrete Wawes, as other Sees dony and it is never atille, ne in

pes, in no maner cesoun. And no man may passe that See be Navye,
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ne be no maner of crafts andAtherfore may no man khowe what Liond
in bezond that Seecs.s...And a three journeys long from that See,
kre ben gret Mountayness out of the whiche gothe oud a gret Flood,
that comethe out of Paradys: and it is fulle of precious stonwsﬁ
with outen ony drope of Watre: and it rennethe thorghe the Desert
on that o ayde§ so that it makethe the See gravely: and it berethe
in to that See, and there it endethe. And that Flome rennethe alse
three dayes in the Woke, and bryngethe with him grete Stones, and
the Roches also therewithe, and thet gret plentee. And anon as thei
ben entred in to the gravely See, thei ben seyn no morsej but lost
for evere more. And in tho three dayes thayﬁhat Ryvere rennethe,
no man dar entren in to it: but in the other dayes, men dar entren
wel y now." (Halliwell's edition, London, 1866, pp. 272=273)

Many opinions have been expressed as to the source of the
Sambati on légend. I shall summariée several of them here. It should
first be noted that there seems to have been é’place of that name
in Palestine at a very early dame. A reco¥Xd of grain distributed
to Palestlnian nobles by the royal gremaries, probably at Thebes,

during the Middle X¥mpire of Egypt, (after 2000 B.C.H.) lists .

Sa-ma=~du-na, which is Shabbathon, according to Prof. W. Max Muller,

(J.Q;R., N.S.y IV, pp. 652 and 654.) This place-name is mentioned
in similar lists of.Ramesea IIT and Thutmosis III. Thp situvation of
this place is uncertain. Ginzberg (Legends, VI, 408) suggests that
thig place was probably situated on the river of the same name men-
tioned by Josephus (see above, p. 96), but it is unlikely that this
river had that name at éo early a date, nor in fact does Josephus
say that Sgbbathion was the name of that river, but merely that

it is calded the Sabbatical River by the Jews.

X
Lazer suggests(JJK&UDvd?éDDvd?'h y Po 10) that the name
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-
Sambation is & corruption of the name of. a river in the east, whose
source is in the Mountalns of Arafat, dividing between Assyria
and Persia, called by the Romans Zabatus, and still called Zab. He
maintaina that this is the river Gozan of II King§, xviisé and
xix:l2, beyond which part of the exiles were placed. See the ang%ﬁ
gimilar opinion of Nahmanides above, p. 98. . v
‘David Keufmann (Revue des Htudes Juives, XXIL, pp. 285ff,)
propounds the theory that the legend of the Sambation concérned
originally a river of sand and stones, asg Hldad has its )
____MQ_@J_ RIATEY Pﬁ\ 0ol v waC R Tl ek vl o wlf Lmﬁ__
nhud whl ey ehal s w w88 s>, ( though the
Genizah fragment which Max Schloessinger publishes leaves out the
words PN W0 .J;A, gee notea_zs.and 27.) and that it wes
called;mwﬁh Wl a rifer of sand., The word. -ﬁhm; Ygand" later
was confused With ke ite homonym,_‘fﬂw,'"week~dayy“ and thus the
rivef became bne which flowed only on the six week-days and not
an the Sabbath. But as Ginzberg says, (Legends, VI, 408) “this
suggestion though rather ingenious, is for more thah one reason
quite untenable." ‘ .
L&zér (Hiddﬁi PP Bff;) guggests that the legend of the
Sambation which made it a river which flowed only six days a week
had ites source in the report of a geyser which spouted boiling
water 1ntermittently>with great noise;(see Josephus, Pliny, and
Petahiah of Ratisbon above)llater a volcano was added and the river
was made to flow mtones and sand. The idea of the Sambation as a

t . o
river raliher than a fountain, is due to the legend that a river

gurrounded the tribes in their exile. Such a river must naturally

be of a miraculous character, and the Sambation seemdd made to
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order. Lazer suggeats further that the legend of the Sambation was
originally utilized as a proof of the Sabbath, in disputations

with the mthrx Romans and other rapresentatives of the pagan relig-
ions of the day, to whom the notion of a special day of rest serwdd |
strange. Wnen with the gpread of Christianity, the need for proving

the SBabbath was no longer pressiug, &4 new nesd arose, that of-

.strengthening the national unity of the oppresgsed and dispersed

Jews. About the stories of ihdependeﬁt Jewish groups in Africa

and Asia was woven a web of fancy which glorified them as the chosen
of God, who had thoroughly repented their sins, had been forgiven
and updn whom now rested all God's glory. But how explain their laxe
ness in coming forward to aid their suffering'brethren? The mystery
that surroﬁnded the Sambation, its p;ace, its connection with the
Jewish religiOn thrOUgh its Sabbatical properties, again made it
handy in this instance. The. Jews could not crose it before the

time of redemption, when it woudd cease flowing! Thus the signific-

ance of the Sambation changed from m religious to & national-folk. ’

This theory too is most ingenious. There is no doubt that
the river did have the mignificances which Lazér assigns to it,
but the liné¢ of division which marked. the change of its signif-
icance is not as clear-cut as he would maké~it.VIn the middle &ges
the river still served to prove the Sabbath; a8 witness the comments
of Yizhari, above p. 9@, and of Menasgseh b. Isracl, above, p., 99~
100, and the fact that}ghe Zemirot for the Sabbath, as in other
parts of the ritual, the river is referred to in that lights in
~A'D! M) we have the statement. Qo SANNERCIE rm N(an) ) GAng.s

and in ﬁglu‘edp adl plrs Ay Aol MJ/ ?w pl La@ REWE) /[CAAD.

Nor is it likely that the chonge in the significance of the river

to the Jews came about so consciously as he intimates. In the main,
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however, what he says of the later nationalafolk importance of P
the river is born out by the accounts that I present further. Th@%
can be no doubt that notions of geyéers and volcanos and deéerts
are confused in the legend of the Sambation. |
7« Bere R lxxiiih
8. Jer. San. ch. 10, halacha 6, p. 29c§ see note 11
9. Pesik. Re to Is. xlix:9; Ravlasah in the Talmud is Antioch,
cf. San. 96a; the reference to the group being swallowed up is
probably to the earthquake which occurred in Antioch in 114 C.H.,
when many Jews were buried in the debrise |
10. Kid. 72a

. g .
ll.___'Pﬁhuilﬁandfmeehm%QVJY’aeem to refer to the same place,
which is probably the same‘again as "those Mio were covered»by
a cloud" in Jer. San. 10, 6. |
12.  Num. R. xvisl5 end
13. cf. Lazer, Hidos, che 25 J.QoRe, 0.3+, I, pe 18fF.3 Lewin,
Wo waren die "Zehn Stamme Isrsels" zu suchen®; etc.
14. Some sﬁafeménts are to be found in the Bible, which if not

gpecifically referring to the ultimate return of the teh tribes of

Israel, have been taken in that light by the Rabbis and by medieva

'J

commen ta tors. (see Is, xi311-12; x1ixs9, 123 HRzek. xxxviizl5-28;
xlviii; etc.) |

As far as can be ascertained R. Akiba is the only one among
thé 0ld Rabhis who taught that the ten tribes were regudiated for
ever: Mish. San, x13, _,J{g_',/é',/ﬂ,_ (»@wv??’q) " ﬂyfw:)u«l. /J'kA o1 (ot by
___ue.’_).'%),/!\, puikl P}.)fl\{) D) g)/( ,v)lh Iyl ?ﬂs D Phy W 94D phy wink f?m f;g

IR ~on . 2677,
for this view by the other Rabbis.

.\'K')F ) 0 i ; s phay n’: VY L) IR o
! Q%AYJ{ byl p:Cnla mezrr{/fx vl o pky ot e gl > kg 02

] /C{;‘ZZ\A-/&J }‘r%/
He was strongly censure

Ginzberg says (Legends, VI, 408) "There can be no doubt that

(<]
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Re Akibakas an active propagandist for the Bar Kochba revolt,
-attempted to fire the enthusissm of Palestinian Jewry by telling them
thét the future of Judalsm depended entirely upon them, the descen-

dants of Judah and Benjamin." |

Solomon Judah Rappaport (cf. Lazer, Hidos, p. 9, note 2) also ('/

connects Akiba's opinion with his interest in the Bar Kochba revolt.

He believes that Akiba, in his travels, went in seawch of the ten

tribeg, -~ i.€s, Jews who lived in distant landg, -~ to seek thei}» N

aid in the projected rebellion, and his opinion quoted above was |

the reshilt of his failure to interest them and to get their assis-
tancé, and his consequent disappointment and'anger, ﬁ
‘ Jogephus, too, implies that the dewwkought the aid of the ¢
exiled tribves, at the time of the destruction of the temple, when N
he says (Preface to The Jewish War, Par. 2) that "the ngs hoped V
that all of their nation which were beyond the luphrates would have I
raised an insurrectioﬁ‘mogether'with them, " |
15. IV Ezre, x111141-47

l6. The legend of the Bnai Moshe has itse source in the promise

of God; Deuﬁ. ixe 14, to make of the déscendanta.of Moses a great

people. The Rabhis took up this promise, which, since it was dépend-

i . v .
ent of the annifjilation of the Jewish people, God could not direct-

ly fulfill, and in their faﬁcy saw the\y@ogeny quoses living in I

unusual circumstances, beyond the marvellous river, Sambation, a |

life of great purity and plety, enjoying the blessing of God's
special care. The Bnai Moshe hecame the embodiment of all the ag=-
pirations,political, social, and religibua, of the dresmers of

Igraesl.

Two Rgbbinic references, typical of all, which merely posit
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the eistence of the Bnal Moshe, are the followingt
Bers 7a, bot., Jrﬁﬂkk aoMf’)&)D'w K3€ QQ/ 1 [tw b M{ﬂ/uhﬁ 1£
( ?J\'K ‘f@{k’ (W@ /(1 PR K/ 7 7») "5 L o f’//kJﬁ R % K i
W*frl PtEvC_J@x L ATITRY aaplie Yo oGS kalim ol wv> i kiam. AT
1l 50/'“1 T o{mf A vamy ual (ICA:;;) Il C’mo > 14plk A lv)s the Targum Jon- i

Kklay 9l sl |
athan on Bx. xxxivil0 has the following comment' Prswﬁc Kﬂ:kb'wd l

' "‘ )425 G (j% {/3‘"-28’-? ol alk Pa' )eﬂ)« PJJ PR IA‘K PIA /";n KAY . f'n/& A/Q
|
}IWO "’ML (4/ / 72/# /Mﬂ J'W {OK (iﬂ u&/m)JA’ KkarlA ] / oY /}:7& ap[e')a DA . L

The legend oi the Bnai Moshe grew in proportion asg did the ' |

§  ~sufferings of Israel, and became an increasingly more important

| item of Jewish belief and mpeculation, as wap the case with the
legend bf the ten tribes in general. In 755 the pseudo-Messiah, Abu \
Isa of Ispahen, went in search offthis mythical &ribe to medure
their aid in his ventures. ' :

The Talmudic references to the Bnali Moshe tell us nothing.

of their circumstances, beyond the fact that they live across the
river S?mbatian, but from Arablc gources we see that a story similar
toﬂig;dwaa current among Jewg long before his time. The Koran, Sura w
viislb9: "And among the peoole of Moses there ia‘a'certain numﬁer
who guidelothers with truth, and practise what is right according |
to it," has been interpreted by commentatars'aavreferring to the )
Bnai Moahe, Kaavini, in‘the neme of Ibn Abbas, quotes the Jews as M
saying that in the city Gabers in the far east, and Gabalk in the l
far west, dwell the Bnai Moshe wﬁo fled there in the time of Neb~ |
uchadnézzar, and no man can approach them, nor does anyoné know |
their number. Ibn 4bbas adds that Mohemmed mame once said to Gabriel,

the angel, "I desire to see the tiibe concerning which God uttered

thig wverse," (referring to the above quoted sura) and Gebriel replied,

"the road which leads to them takes six years to traverse. Then,
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too, between you and them there is a swift river of sand, whichg

rests only on the Sabbath. But still, ask God." God hearkened to
the Prophet's request and commended Gebriel to do as he desired. Mohe

smmed rode on the Bfrak, (a mythical animal) and in a trice he arrive~

aed at the home of this tribe. He found that they bury:u their dead e

near the doorg Of their houmes so that they may continually keep

in mind the day of their own death, All the.hougea are of equal

“height so that no qﬁé maLy exalt himself above hia'neighbors, and

s0 that no high houses may shut out the air from the lower ones,

They have no ruler or judge, since all their wdeeds are'righteoua,,

end there never is any strife eamong them. They gsow and harvest

acqor&ing to the needs of thg entire grouyp, each one taking ohly
what he requirae and leaving the balance for the others. When one
dies; they rejoice that one hasg passed away th wag whole in his
faiths they are aad when a child is boxn, forfﬁey'knew not whether
he will live a life of purity and plety. Ambng them there is no
usury, nor interéat norllewdnaaa. Mohsmmed inquired whether there
WereAany sick emong them, and they repliedy_“no, gince we do not
sin, and sickness im only the atonement for din." There are no wild
beaats,in;their land to do them any harm.

Ibn Abbas was a nephew of Mohammed's. His teacher was Kab
al Ahbar, a Jewish convert to Islsm, who was well-versed in Jewish
tradition. It was from him, no doubt, that Ibn Abbas learned this
story about the Bnai Moshe.

Thus it was that the land of the Bnai Moshe became a sott of

‘Utoplsa dn the eyes of the Jews, and it is this character which it

resains in later reports. cf. Hldad He Dani, etc. (Epstein, pp. 15-16)
wlos additiin. bo Wi¥e 16 on . 1], | |
l6a. cf. Lazer, Hidos, P. 57

17. ¢fe De Ho Muller, Die Recensionen und Versionen des Eldad hade

N




Dani , Viarm‘a‘, 1892, p. 48t this version of the :_L‘etter is quite brief;
the letter sayss &t rul /w@, /u,\/k [/..'Kf)elf s and furthers /,J_X,Age%l
l:ﬂh),’._.,‘,'.ae'..*«xk,.Mx..K@ o0 skl ]l bwndl wan v amf i€ 0 Gafo > el 242
_._.ﬂfé_}m_,ﬁ> 0 Lv)ﬁm[/;"a «ab 2y I pcals /AY'J{.\ v okl elful ol o0 /s hgon

gpax o el "A"U Nl /<ﬁ:, D@,Q:}ﬁ(‘ "'vi.....,i)(»/g 0 PJ'?/D(?,PW)!@D f;)@,}/\{”_t\/ie/’
T Cvap 2l hanl Gapo /r(f [ M _'uéﬁ“!'sb,,w_l;o,af__k()_.mm R A
18. Abraham Bpstein, @y witl alvfawa fwlshl lso— un 9

~Awal g Py LAY p10/o3] 1 A, Pressburg, 1891
19. The versions stress this pointt Epstein, Bldad, Story 1. /% v/

I N A T -t story 2, Mﬂ/ ’Fﬁa /A/J
_,,;_;__w%sf% Jfé/dwﬂ_ffamﬁq el pnfn ok afh dlas story &, ue prkn]

...,_.,.“D RIS Idﬂef;p A}U\/\{J P(\“-,_-Ql@__;/;;)?l/;{) _AK "vﬁv/ﬁ[';'/)lkfa Pﬂéﬁ/&&
But Zemah Gaon, in hies reply, maeintains that Judah and Benjamin
were superior to the ten tribes in their scholarships. ,_,,,,___Nan)_,.;zE?J,l!

iy ol (sl 9 oy vy lh[h@ 370 1ol whaha [osas . .4&.4_,‘%/;(7_IJM,/M
i(:_f?i_h‘_dwllmyﬂ ,)UJ/%) Yaly 6 .. _-J‘)ei.v, ANL DAL ~,,u\‘.fp,!l@.o..,__,,/[’ /’-?ﬁfe ,(ﬂ hik s

ibides pe 1) .

20. — f,,D_‘,)er(D),q'o)jl, ?Qﬂ "Of ng’ ') Hisdai ibn Shaprut states
that Bldad quoted his halachoth also in the neme of Othniel b.

Kenaz, see note 57, ’ _ _ .

2l. There iawno mention anywhere that Samson afd Delllah had any
chiléren. The only reference to any progeny of Samson's is this .
pagsage from Sotah 110a, _,____»/\'AP ‘, »AC)K walk Y arkd ank Be?ﬁg
l/Jﬂf_l YAY Al LR Pk e '

22. These halahoth a.i'e concerned wi th..,igib.e_andM_.._DQ,C)_Q.‘.‘ They
are edited in Epstein, op. cit.} Muller, op. cite; amd Max Schloess-
inger, The Ritual of Hldad Ha~Dani, Leipzig, 1908.

2%. This story is based on Ps. cxxxvii &nd{the Midrashim to it. The

life of the Bnai Moshe is truly Utopian, acfording to Eldad, see

i
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note lé; there is no great wealth or poverty in the land, no theft,
no wild animals; everyone livem 120 years and no children dié durp-
ing the lifetime of thdéir parents. All the members of the tribe
are pious and holy, ritually pgreg they do not swear or use God's
neme in vain. They do all their own work, and have no slaves, for
all men are equal there. They do not lock their‘doors at night, for
there is no thievery among them. NoAuncle&n enimals or.birds or
reptiles are to be Bound in the land, since these come to other
dountries because of their idolatries. Their gardens and orchards 5,
and fields producd hundredfold. c¢f. Hpstein, op. cit., ;ntrod.;
gsection 1Vy cf. Jellinek, QWQAD A, IV, pp. lsnls,J,fAﬁ%)aWMKXQﬂ
), under the title;wwjgﬂWUA?,KwQ(k. |
"he Genizah fragment (of the rasponsum) which has preserved
a much Older text than either the Cod. Oxfs. or the ed, prin; or
the Shalshele$ (Haksbala, by Gedaliah b. Joseph ibn Yahya), warrants
the doubt that Eldad m&de any abecifio‘mention of the Bnal Moshe.
Ite version makes it probable that in his story, as in the earlier
Midrashim, it had been the Levites, and'nof the 'Sons of Noses' who
refuse to sing the songs qf Zioh in a strange land and are saved
by the interpog@tiom of a éloud from the wrath of their captors."
Schloessinger, 0P, cite;, DPP. 109~116, end note on p. 117, The use
of Bnail Mosghe in.thé Gaon's reply may be either a 1snter glogs, or
may have originated with the Gaons
R4, ibid, p. 116, fol. 1, recto, 1l. 3 ff., and note on p. 118,
they merely gntended,to bite off their fingers. '
&5. 4ibid, 1ll. 7-10, and note on p.llg? the cloud merely oonceaied
them while they*@eré ontheir journey.
26.a}ﬁbid, p. 116, fol., 1, verso, ll. 2-3, no mention that the river

OOW ined no water.




27. According to Schleoessinger it is uncertein whether in Bldad's

sccount the Sambation was mentioned at all. The Genizah fragment

- speaks merely of a strasam wh&ch‘flows swiftly enough to bring down

sand and rocks. It 1s not clear that Eldad's original description

- had the river stop flowing on-the Sabﬁath, but the words, AJ AN@Q/

are atrangely omitted from the Genizah text. However, he does call
the river Sanbation, or Sabatinus. |

28, Hé means here the other six tribes, residing in Asia. He calls
them Issachar because tﬁia was the first of these other tribes ha
came across on his travels. Epstein, p. 17, note 14. But see nbte
49 below.

29. This is the Zemal who was the Gaon of the academy at Sura dure
ing the years 882—887. . | |
30. Hig figures are ooﬁfueed and wrong. ¢f. Epstein, p. i8.

3l ThewwwwmmA\A‘GA 763 GYDA, published in Jelllnek' G%QAU Ay

IV, pe 133, enumerates the ten exiles as Zemah does here. Another

version in Vol. V, p. ;13, differs aomewhat; but neither mentions
the tribe of Dan. The enumeration in the Revelation of St. John, ch.
vii, also omite mention of‘“an, aa do the versions of IV Ezra, xiiie
40. Epstein suggeets that Judges xviii:30 may imply an ear1y departe
ure of Dan from Palestine.

3la. __ _PJh Kl K PAL MDA DD DAL

32. cf. Tems 16a

35*7"%_53’3 WL [80 {J ;x k] kA, f;& N F P'ﬁg)u\ﬁ ﬂg ’Qi?ﬁ W)Jgeli

No statement to this effect appears in the letter#rom Kairowan.
Schloessinger, p. 114, casts doubt upon the genuineness of this
statement of the Gaon's, and that in the salutation of the letter
from Kairowans _ .plC&e [ |<G< :?rg,&_@_,ﬁ'g%lm_m.L'J._[.\Js,/f,..RA}K.@,A,‘ ,,u,\_),évs/, ﬁo@)_@

pall B 0y il e BJK.H.LL{JJQ.K”_...,,Pmo&._ﬂ.am,...u,..,,..e._bv.m; (" +ath Wi« There
i no indication in the text, mor is 1t likely that the Danites
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recognized the supremacy of the Gaon, or that they prayed for the
scholars ovaabylon_before they prayed for the rest of the Diaspora,
if they prayed for them at all. These rassages are probebly luter
insertions. |

34. Jellinek, @Qﬂb AN 3 Bpstein, op. cit., MNMuller, op. cit. |
46,  Hpstein thinks that thisfacdowht~bf the adventures of Eldad is
inAreality a letter which Eldadvsant\yg the Jewigh communities of _
Bpain. Muller, op. cit., maintains that on the contrary this acce

ount is the latest of'thé documents dealihg'with the Eldad episode.
Bpatein refutes this view in the ReWue des: Etudes Juives, XXV, PPe

30-43, and upholds the view which he expresged in his book. It is
interesting to note in this connection Schloessdnger's contention

that Blded wrote only halsbha, op. cit., p. 4, fote 18s, also p. 8.
However Abraham Maimuni ddas'mention & letter o& Eldad's; see note - .
57, and it is possible, fol%%?éng Epstein'a_view that thigfthe letter,
greatly expanded and interpgl&ted, to which Abrahem Maimuni refers |
in his responsum. The problemsbf literary criticism do not directly
concern us here; the fact is that this version of Bldad's story, ;
whether it be from Elded's pen or not, was widely currant mmsk in
Jewish and non-Jewish circles of the Middle Agea, and was an impore
tant féetor in molding'the legend of the lost ten tribes, as well

as in other connections. See note 102. |

36, There was & cannibal tribe on the southern coast of tﬁe Gulf

of Aden called "bromos”. I use here and elaewhere notes of Dr. Jacob
Menn to the 2K V06 |

S7. There are varisnts of this story. One has it that when Elded

and the Asherite went aboard the ship to transact their business they

Wwere kidnapped and gold to the people of Pl s smong whom



foreign ihvgsion, they were again carried off, and sold separately.

they remained as slaves several months, until as the result of &

38, Other versions have "days," "months."

39. "> ~lpo , Epstein, op. cit., pp. 55-60, which appears in all
the printed editions as an introduction to the responsum, states
that this tribe which took Bldad captive were fire- and Moloch-
worshippers. Once a year théy gathered about an anclent tree, which
the most beautiful virgin in the tribe climbed naked. They went
through some ceremonies, and then all fepaired to a large temple,
where the lights were extinguished and a wild orgy ensued, during

which the laws of incest were suspended. The first child born aga

result of this orgy was burned and its ashes sprinkled upon the
members of the tribe. Epstein, mmEx pp. 61-62, note 6, shows that

all the details of this rite have bases in Semitic Moloch~ and Venus-
worship. Thise is probably & midrash incorporated into the manuscript
by a scribe. |

40, Other versions have /'3', {'3k ’ foL; Halevi, Kuzagi,
11819, and Benjamin of Tudela, Asher's edition, Pe 94, usge this

term to mean "China%, but it cannot mean that here. It is probably

a corruption of kg Y s Sana, the capital of Yemen.

41. Kpstein judges this to be Carmania. Tehama is Arabic for "sea-

coast". This probably refers to the east coast of the Gulf of Aden.
420 _ ol sk wloh I 93/):/?_15 |

43, Other versions include Arabic.

44, Muller, op.vcit., Recenpion D, llds some members of the tribe
of Issachar are fire-worshippers and practise incest. This is a
scribal error, for in recension B, 5d, Issachar lives pegr a tribe
whose members worship'fire and marry incestuously. See note 39 above,

Scribal vagaries often produce strange results.
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45, dné yergion hgav ~Ik'7©.' Drszgcob Mann, Glanures de ls Gueniza,
Reliada, 1922,‘p, 152, notellgrsays this should be ’K>J sy & mounts
ain on the route from the Hedjaz to Mecca.

46, Pd pwaly_, which as Epstein explains, ig a translation.
of the Arabio, "kata al tarik", which is the equivalent of the

Hebrew,ygwwfgﬁm.

4%, See note 43.

48. %,Q,,MPVReJ_; other versions read  PrI2d) , P!>5/4 .
49. Max Schloessinger, ope. c¢it., Ds 4, note 17, "The responsum
speaks of only four tribes, the Sefer Eldad glves an account of |
ten tribes....s..1f Bldad had indeed brought such astoundihg news
as thét of the rediscovery of the ten tribes, we may be sure that the
Jews of Kairowan would keawe undoubtedly have been as much intereste
ed in this informmtion, as in the divergences and peculiarities of
Bldad's ritual, and that they would yot have failed to treport to
the Gaom in their epistle that ten tribes had been rediscovered if |
Eldad's account had not restricted itself to four tribes.“.But from ‘
the respongum of Abraham Maimuni, see note 87, we see that at least
a8 early as the'thirteenth'century Eldad was credited with an acc-
ount of ten tribéa in place of his eriginal four tribas.

- 80. Bx. xivel3; Deut. ii.

5. The Nile has beeu called_¥7LeLQ,‘However, thig is more 1ikely'
the river al Faisan in Yemen. |

92. These nemes vary in the different versions.

53. See note 2. | ' - )

54. The versions have different repoets of this war-gong. of. Ep-
8tein, op. cit:, pe. 39, ﬁote 23, wherehe collates them.

3 56, This is the only source for the story about the pigeons.

56. AM“JQDQ,Aﬁlek, . K%l 5 A%k, reprinted in Epstein, pp. 63-65.
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Epstein thinks that the Karaites hadvan Hldad book which the Rabbine
ites have 1oat, He_suggests that ¥ldad wrote one story about his
voyage to Hgypt, and then because he wished to write another about

remainder of the -
his trip to Asia and to the/ten tribes, he stated in this first
aecount'that he had returned to his nativ#coUntry from Egypt. Since
this first story contained some details which disple&sed the Rabﬁgnu
ite scribes, 1t was not copied, and so wag lost after a time. Graetz,
V, 290, claims that this story of Hadassi's proves that the others
about ¥ldad are false, But this is not necessarily so, nor ls Ep-
stein's hypothesgis nebessarily correct. It is, first of all, doubt-
fud whether we have any record of his adventures directly from
Lldad; and the numerous versions which we posgsess of the Eldad
gtory meke it likely that this story contained in the Eshkol Ha
Kofer, written two and a half centuries after Eldad, is but another
such version, interpolated and altered by various copyists to suit
their own tastes, as was a failly common practice among medieval
scribes.
57. Eldad's report was universaily credited by leaders of Jewish
thought, and his opinion frequently cited as authoritatiﬁa; Hisdai
ibn Shaprut, in his letter to the king of the Khazars, saids_ 4'd/

IR iw )w Qﬁ_zg' A@ R l? C«oen) ONM. VD, AR /rw @v(’ 73 /JBK {“J /va_g
JB& @m Al mAl IMhPQ\KFwWQ/\WWQwJQﬁ ”,w‘uam% WIN

PR A

- ﬂ’re(m_jm o op Wl f%v .,4’”_/.,&,“,&.‘,44\5J;\)!_’K;..’D"D,..FQ.R It seems from

= ‘this statement that Bldad vi:aited Spain in the time of Hisdai's

k. ? grandfather. |

Qai Abraham Maimuni, in a responsum, translated from the Arabic

: . by Adolf Neubauer, Kobez, IV, P 63, after glving the Rabbinic refer-

7 enceg to‘the ten tribes, says: OAJ'QK (n A(}@} Uﬁ AUﬁKDJ(J?q 1 Q/

8)
~—aK A /§ WAL 1K) pf) Py lun .)64 Y A/f) pel. AL o
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Jonah ibn Janah, in his_mfﬁwP{@ﬁD#ﬁaﬁm, (Hebrew translation
by Judah ibn Tibbon, ed. Bacher, Berlin, 1896, s.v. a4l , p, 497)
guotea Judah b. Koralsh, who cites Eldad as authority for a certain
interpretation of the root O@QJ.
Rashi on Prov. kxsl quotes Moseé He Darshan to the same effect.

S. J. Rappaport (. ,IAJ 5.xJRﬂ;, note 47, quoted in Epstein, pp.

71-72) sayst _oudald n3s vio ka0 2%l B{Ql@,p._,,a_:z.@_,,r PR DI DIV (08
gt D alaon ook Sopopue
Abraham ibn Hara seems to have been the only sceptic. In comment-
ing on Ex, 11822 he reﬁyses to accept Eldad's account as trustworthy,
A He Bilver, Messianic Speculations in Israel, p. 57, states that
Meir of Rothenburg also doubted Bldad's veracity, but I have been
unable to 100ate.3uch a statement of his.
The popularity of the Hldad story is. attested by the great
variety of versions, editions andtranglations thaﬁ exist, by the
fact that thewﬂwuaafgmﬁaq_was first printed in Mantua in aBout the
year 1480, thus placing it amoﬁg the earliest Hebrew books to have
hean printed;(Steinschneider, Die Geschichtsliteratur der Juden,
Frankfurt, 1905, #13.)3 as well as by the frequency with which it
wag drawn upon by later récontehrs. | |
58. It is strange that later reports of the ten tribes wmeke nothing
at all of their opportunity here. There ig not in ahy later accoqnt
of the tribes any further mention of the descendants of Samson. Pere
haps this is due to the fact that Samson at his best was not cone
gsidered a great "tsaddik", while the other gmoups, such as the Bnai
" Moshe and the desceﬁdants of the Rechabiteé, provided more fertile
material for Bpebulation.‘
58s. See note 16.

99:, SBee the Introduction.




Ve

60 « These'qpinioné.range from oneyextrgme fo anothers Eldad hag
heen aharacterized asfl) an apologets, whose purppsé in concocting
his story was to refube the Christian theory that the loss of Jew
ishﬁﬂdep@ndence was a proof of God's reqeoﬁion of Israel; 2) a
polemicist against the Karaites; 3) a Karaite attempting to con~
vert Rabbinites with a cock~and-bull stor 3 4)%a braggart and a sec-
ret Karalte,? axd en "adventurer and a charlatan"; "a rogue and a
swindlexr" "dévoid of any higher purposge"; 5)'a non-existent indive-
idualg nothing more then a name attahhed to a storys; 6) a truthful
‘chronicler of conditions obtaining in his native country, etc. See
Max Schloessinger, ops ¢ite, che L.

60a. Xobez, IV, D. iO; Je Qo Rey O 8¢y I, 186 misinterprets.

61. KK 69\’) ;l&f}_m‘g R WM( v\/:mo@ ROIDN Pfk W el _k')/j 248" pﬁ_/
_LLD\V)/ 'mﬁ/ NI DY f«\e "N "’h/{/ ngﬂ PN ’/é/ KD o/ J\/Jf€/’ \A//:A

Py -ASJVV N s Oan /rf,/q o ok oy fffmp ERE

f% %ﬁ i ﬂ)Pm&9UJ>LW/abﬁw % il AMM'AM% N il
quoted in Lpstein, 0Py Cite, PP 72=73, :

62._muﬁkﬁ1”?%K may refer to an independent Jewish land, just as

Eldad's halachoth are called ,_w£¥€» QWK AEKS; the contention of
Schloessinger, op. cite, pe 9, that ' LJ\Q(S Was an abbreviation
of 5€h"UK JJJB from the opening words ot Hldad's hal&ohoth,

— ,u/bﬁ%awﬁﬂagguﬁ, rather than of Aﬁefwihﬁ*ﬁﬁﬂg, while no
doubt correct, does not affect the argument since he himself admits
thet later glogsators and commentators took this to signify;“AAJQLl“
,w"(LVQAmF?wk » lmplying by these words "the halachoth of an indep-
endent, Jewish land", so that Dunash in uging these words probablj

meant the same.

63. Judanh b. Balam, at about thig time stated, foilwdlng M. J,

Derenbourg's translation of his glosses to Isaiah, ReH.J., XVIII,




L 117 N

4

pe 74, "les dix tribus‘étaient-dans le Khorasan, & h/; J MRy ,7) .
et (5/( W/ (IIK. xviiaé). Il pérait gue N/AA est le nom d'un ]
fleuve du Khorasan appelé Chaborasg, et que yﬂ@ 7)) est un fleuve

qul balgne la ville de Gazna, qui est aujoud'hui la capitale du

Khorasan," The implication is that Judah believes that the ten

tribes are still in the places he mentions. K |
Messianic )
64. JsQeRey O0¢8., X, pp. 139-151, A Hitherto Unknown/Movement '
Among the Jews, Particularly Those of Germany and the. Byzantine
Empire.
65. What more natural that when miracles are in order, for dark i
mountains to become suddenly bright? !
66. The belief in the ten tribes in Germany must have been very {
‘strong fo#thia repobt to have cauged this,mass movemeht5 Benjanin ;
of Tudeda notes at'M¢‘end}of his itineréry-that this belief con- |
tinued as strong in the Germanic lands.
67. The Byzantine Emperor, Alexius Comnenus, at whose instance il
the first Crusade was undertaken, and the Patriarch, were believed
to have extended theilr support to the ?aws. Kaufmann asks, "Had
the report about thé expedition of the ®n tribes reached the | W
Emperor also? Did the orthodox Alexius glve some emount of credence r
bo the tales of the great Jewish force about the Sambation, and w
fear the latter as the aVengera of all the ingubtice done to the [

JeWB.eeseeesss? Some belief in the protection, or at least, connive

|
ance m from the highest quaztérs muet have been alive among the Jews }f

| '
of the Byzantine Empire," for the game Jews who previously had feared [
to breathe a word of their Messianic hopes now boldly avowed theirp
aspirations, “

68. Xobez, IV, Pe 39
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69. The_reference to & like occurrence in the letter dispatched
'to the t en tribes_by the Ashkenazic comnunity in Palestine in 1831
seems to be to this same event. cf. Kobez, IV, 55-54.
70. Kobez, IV, p. '10.
71. Adler, Marcus N., The Itinerary of Beannin of Tudeda, in J.Q.R.,
0s8., Volg. XVI, XVII, XVIII, and also bublished separately, London,

S
g

19073 Adolf Asher, The “tinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, London,
1840-1841,

-T2 Adler,}Itinerary of‘BenJaimn of Tudela, Intvod., pp. xllexiiis
"It 1s.not unlikely that Benjamin way have undertaken hig Journey
with the obgect of finding out where his exbatriated bfethren
might find an'asylum. It will be moted that Benjamin seems to use
every effort to trace and to afford rarticulars of independent
communities of Jews who had chiefs of their own, and owed no
allegiance to the foreigner." Benjamin is naturally interested in
reports of such communities, as.any Jew in those days 0f to-day
would be, but there is no reason to assume that the reagson which
Adler‘assigns to him was the exclugive, or even the foremost réasdn
for his % meking his trip. What his reason wag, we do not know.

3. 4sher, Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, De 83.

74. Lazer, Hidos, bp. 36, 37, refers this story of the four tribes
to an independent community of Jews residing in the mountains of
Afghanistan.

Khxxxxmxa. There is a widespread tradition that independent Jewish
tribes were to be found in Khorasan until recent times, E.N. &Adler,
Jews in Many Lands, Phila. 1905, pp. 177-178, says: "They (the Jews
of the Cauéasus) told me that they talked Persian because they were

the descendants of ‘the Tribes of Isrsel whom Shalmaneser, king of

A@Byria, had carried away captive......the tradition is widespread

8Mmong the Persian Jews and in the Cazucasus that there have been many
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independent tribes until recent years. 1 wgs told that in an §rmen~
ian momnastery near Kutais ancient records are preserved whichfcon-
clugively prové that Jews were paramount in the country three or
four centuries ago." Graetz, Hng. Trans., III, pp. 433-434, also
refers this story of Bendémin's to Khorasan.

75. These Kofar al Turak are beyond doubt identical with the 80w
called subjectd of Prester John. In about the year 1125 a Chinese
prince, who called himself Gur Khan, was driven from China, gathered
an army an%ﬁdvanced westward and defeated the Shah of Persia near
Samarkand, in September, 1141, The hosts of the Gur Xhan are, called
by Moslem historians , Al-Turk-al-Kuffar, i.e., the infidel Turks.
They are aiso called the Ghuzz Turks. Henry Yule, fncyec,y Brit.,
ZXII, p. 305,

76, This is Adler's reading; Asher omits the word [ggae .

7. ___,_kh/)ﬂnﬁhv"shzsf’/'//;(h@ LY @_,..'._//ﬂ;zc.,;?ésa ACE Pﬂ a0l

N mnﬁ pkf .Pr\ﬁ; [ V\khLm’:QIll(_u.’PJ_IAM[L\LJ_QJQUQ_.A.l.\)‘_,_.BQ_Q‘.._PJ)E[_,‘MS&'Q._JS!? iy

Wl kY 'u\b@[\;«wezsswlﬂﬂ; PN ..(ph_a)/«,l_,.;. AL Ak .‘_J.,I,<,,., A PAK
A8 s [ oyum )ﬂxfhlw/jp’.?/ﬂ/aa 247 Pl DA Upp P Pyh PAK

— o ‘.,’q\,’o,/w ,7@:{ Pralo, ﬂ@ea 00 ?fﬁ

Asher, Itinerary of Benjamin, p. 86.

78. In 1153 the Seljuk Sultan Sinjar Snahin-Shah undertook an e6xe-
redition against the Ghuzz Turks. Greetz, IILI, pp. 433434,

79, Asher, pp. 70-72,

80. Powerful Jewish tribes were gettled in Yathrib, afterwards

called *edina, and in the highlands of Khailbar and Teima, in north

and giddle Arabia. They were crushed by Mohammed. Information respect-

ing Jewish sites in this reglon is meagre. In 1762 we have a repoft

that there wer@@till wild Jews in the Arabian peninsula. Adler, J.Q.R.,
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0.8., Vol. xv:_l::u; pe 770, note 5. |
8. Neubauer, J«Q.R., 0.8., I, 191 reads O YA, and Adler,
JeQisRo, O.S.;: AVII, pe 762, reads "RN'D . In 1836 a missianary,
Joseph Wolf, visited Arabia and made a fantastic report of an inter-
view he had with some Rechabites,
82. Asher, pp. 70«23 _AYY Y PV /w'jwﬂﬁa .51&{/\ ﬁ% M()/p P,)//l.[ .
_ /;/, ....... P IA) '«[;&, Ul
—een ol ool e [ 510 eunls prar mam ok 20 Jeal
| *,,1',K.P'@lw"GKf /J'f,‘%z«pweho)@ ol il Goams waf 2 pralid,
~20A_lkabiaa prabl P pnlr erapn Al po J" oull il ot p ol
_.M.J\ZMQ;)_//« j/h ovh w /uw/ (W bnd Qlns Nesd pu)/,/() p'a/'v(_{.'
D Ahya evk omak fis8 uxl/;w? o0 ol oamy 2an Pyl o3l Pl
P13 gﬁ( WA o e 04 o/{j«f/\/ Kp HA %\K *6,1:(,9»_’.;2}9';) G ﬁ p(d ﬁgdl
D TRYCIYS 'o.,?)%?ﬁl.ma,/:?‘. vy kD A [INIWER A/_/_h@ plL
_._faél.r@bP" PRAYK ’9".‘”""/ QK’Q(WR:Q P ahp oﬂéo ol V«IQ@ P"ﬁ(ffﬂ_
...,_w_o_[l,\(sa_,w,aQ,M pdlyd, o
83, Asher, p. 72s __BrOeQﬁQ]J)cC&;Q Jnl Q(ﬂ alm,Cm‘re PD'Q PRK Un) P"M’K.I. '
D TTI SIEWHNEAN J.\‘ﬁ?(\ oy orwd Ual »8 1oh1 W ?&‘w«f& "
Al kA alwia eulb pl Lt 2lfd ‘pw@ o3 My pax /’k/

84, Adler, p. 3L,

UK 12 PaRL, Pk prands pralyn

®

85, & ibido’ Pe 54.

\ .
86+ A Kahana.,,,,,ﬂAJ,/S'),,@,&),..,,S)!,’)lCo})D,, wheo y vol. I, p. 2268'.9,’,")QJ. O/Kl.
..&%m! TS ?Gﬁa Por e plor o S B B onldd %) AR
~ A A2l A Pe’h Qus 1) [ 3 .Pe/h DT _*1:)5/4_.
87. Neubauer's reason for doubting the statements of Lorca and
Yagel is that "it is most unlikely that Maimonides, who was so
cautious concerning the Messianic advent, as can be seen from his

letter addressed to the congregation of Yemen, should have made




any definitg_atéfémeﬁt about the wheré&bo@ts of the ten tribes."
But im a surmise‘of'this natﬁre sufficient basis for impugning the
testimony of two writers (one of them, true, a rascal) more than
a humdred years apart independently quoting from the same sgurce?
Lazer, Hidos, p. 13, accepts Yage%'s quotation.

88s JefFeRey 0e3., I, pp. 194;195. |

89. J.Q.R., 0.8., I, pp. 411-412.

90. _ ol @f/(/ 2308 200 ppad 61 ofal wdy A o el Jr-20d.
R 0 e 2 Gh k olha um9a vy WakLs quoted

in Epstein,_p. 72,
91. See noté 57, - |

92, See like reference in the statement of Dunash ibh Tamim, pp.
18~1% above.,

03, _uf» 2aly | (m ke FQA 59 [ s 1ot > whot loe s in_naadd ,
(Petersburg,. 1897), Pe 65,

9%a. See note 15 above.

93b. Is this intended to show that the king adhered to Rabbimic
traditidn, as opposed to the Karaitic?

94. Gustav Karpeles, Jewish Literature and Other Essays, Phila.,
1895, p. 260,

95. Preserved in Joseph b. Jehuda Sarko's collection of epistles,

"Fruit of the Lips", and reprinted by David Kaufmann, A Rumour about
the Ten Tribes in Pope Martin V's Time, JeQeRey 0e8., IV, 503-508, 4
968, At this time Christendom was in & chaotic condition: there was
discord within, two popes reigned simuitaneously ~-= the letter
refers to the Pope of Rome, Pope Martin V -« and from without, the
Turks were hemmering at the gates of Burope. The fumor of the rising

of the ten tribes must heve thrown the Papal court into terror and

Confusion, as the letter intimates, though it does not o into
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great detail, due to the fear that it might be intercepted by Christe

ian authoritles.'

97. Kobesz, IV,_p.;46;
98. ibid, pp. 4650,
99, _ 919ly) Py p/}%w K esh PTQ s k. il P7FPF) D4 4K
—_— DM d\of Kaol b ol [a wkl ICQH@ Py P'Mm o vonl A /lk Yk
_,,,V_....‘\.f)..,.é‘/., D30 G by phpp QPM kKD % PJ\’A/)JP&\?MP P*@m; PD Ln_

V) G Y TR P ¢hor Ik /J\bﬂ pralyiy @ucf I kb, Kobez, IV,
pe 47, Compare the policy of this King with that of Pobiedonostsev,

- in Russia, toward the end of/t'h'e rast century.
100. The letter goes on to tell of many signs and wonders in Jer-

- usalem in 1454, mira_oulous voices from heaven, themf%!ﬂ!_ﬂa,,,,’).b,"e, of

the temple area has risen six cubits, many strange dreams have been

repdrted,'etc- 3(}(% Uho ¢”2 ud€7 J()e 1A&N-—'*‘“"3)'P/’XQL *
\/\3. POWK AN ./\{J/-) Wayn kA 3?«@ [ag o ktd 1 Ahp .'|
/{K'\AK'_Q_LO M YA RS/ (v\/;\J DY Ulw W/&M ------ r’c)(h) M‘e WLWN r\‘,W.L Kobez, IJ

IV, p. 48. But the Jews who live in Christian and Woslem lands will N
not live to see the redemption unless they mend their ways, for they

will be destroyed in the wars between Christianity and.Islam that
are in process. There follows an appeal for righteous living, an

account of the hardships of the Jdews of "_erusalem, and an appeal

for funds. The l'ett'err clogses with a re i'l:eratioh of the statement

i
I
|
that the redemption is near. (

DL AN PO ap A ka9 praky Fe k¥ 129, piala K‘QDP.,'QD 5K£

01, _ /7@61/@ \/\/.)G/wl P b9 P'Jﬁvw) AN A ks WK AuoR WKL J
— P'Qv)m ’mh 9’9‘? Y M Ao ){85‘% P palkn P%Q el P '
|
|
|

—~—— Jﬂ AN f&Q KF P"aQ ?Qh N NhK Phu\%}; his comment
Of Jer. 111114,  "» iy sraafl ous i

102, gee Sir Henry Yule's article in the Bneyclopedia Britannic &, J




eleventh aditioﬁ, Vol. XXII, pp. 304 ff., and the works of X Zarncke
and Oppert on Prester John, Jewish writers agree that the detalls

of the Prester John legend were strongly ihfluenced by the stories
of the ten tribes which were popular in Jewish and Christian circles, |
and in particéilar by the account of Eldad He Dani. A conscious
effort was made by Christian apolbgétes toicountaract the effect of
of the stories of Jewish independencé and glory in distant lands,

cf. 1€ suppresgion 0 e pamphle I wK AllNA DY the Polis
(cf. tk ion of th hlet fx% <§ /ff by the Poligh

clergy in the seventeenth century, see p. 66 above,) stories which
were generally accepted as true, bL ascribing to the Christian
monarch even greater glory and power, and by making the admitteuly
powerful JewishAkingdom subservient to the greater power of_Prester
John. See lLazee, Hldos, pp. 27~36; Epstein, Eldad, Introd., p. xxiiis
Muller, Recensionen, pp. 4-8, where he présents some parallels bew
tween the Prester John letters and the Bldad account; note the fre-
quent references to Prester John in the Jewish accounts of the ten
tribes. l

103. J.Q.Re, 0.8., I, pp. 192-193: and Kobez, IV, D, 14.

104, xhiﬁxxpxxiﬁﬁ JeQ YoRsy Oa S., I, p».193; Kobez, IV, p. 19.

105. Kobez, IV, D. 68.

106+ JeQeRes 0s8sy I, pPe 1058196,

107. A. Noubauer, Zwei Briefe Obadish's aus Bertinoro aus dem Jshre
5248 und 5249, in the Jahrbuoh fur die Geschichte der Juden und

des Judentums, Vol. III, pp. 193ff., Leipzig, 1863. |

108, published by Dr., Alexander Marx,mﬁléﬂLf%mmééwﬂigaj@oﬂs'VOl-
II~III, pp. 97-99. .

109, Part IV, #219; cf. Lazer, Hidos, D. 32.

110. R.E.J., 1922, pp. 153«154,
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S , -
111, This is one reason‘which leads Dr. Mann to surnmise thaqthia
pamphlet was printed before 1492,
112. Gen. xxvil3, two souns of Ishmael.
ll2a. TFor a brief account of the especially unsettled conditions
in Europe at the beginning of the sixteenth century;'which made it
vossible for David Reubeni to arouse s0 much interest in his project
see A.Ho.Silver, Messianic Speculations in Israel, N.Y. 1927, Pp. 110~
116, |

112b. ,*wf‘jm v@&_ﬁ‘____,ul.pi>_.,wixp,,i.«!azm%m.-&f LAVAEION Aol

) Ak ealdy o o088 ap ) wlurwas fou f({ oA Aot ..[/79.({_ LRur
oWl (*p(o QA v\/:ﬁ Gihd L)Dln ’1(’8% LJI.@P WP‘& .p"OJJJD;‘___,'J,:Q_Qm,i@f9/1/‘,9&’

— A YLy P,Gp ,_.K[/_\_,.Pah_al,,.,(.\mm {17P_Q,p‘.._uls)ﬂ.!’l&_;_P,_’._Jj!gt\/..__..ﬂ@fgb,.,. ek Ikn)

LA ) o "4 __DQQ(QWD),.J.f.M),v,J__z\_?.f?@ §OJOJ/C%W£)V€/9M wol wha

230 prakg bl Jual” pda 2ohy st (adl 3290 vl o kI I s
W_M“E£Q¢AMQ&¢AQ@K4 che 14, end.

a
ll&c.?ﬁgduard Biberfeld, Reisebericht des David*Reubeni, Berlin,
18925 A. Neubauer, Medieval Jewish Chronicles, Vol, II, pp. 132~223.
113, "The intercourse of Pope Clement VII and Joao III, the king
of Portugal, with David Reubeni would be absolutely inexplicable,
unless we asasumed thatfthe beiief in the reulity of the ten tribes
had been long fostered in the Church by traditions already becone
venerable....... The existence of Prester John and his Christ lan
realm was dredited, and faith in the Jewish kings of the ten tribes
and their formidablé bower was & correlative of this belief."
Kaufmenn, J.§.R., 0.8., IV, p. 504,

“Mis would make intelligible Abraham Yagel's statement that
Clement VII not only entered personal communication with David

Reubeni, but egquipped an expedition for the discovery of the ten

tribes." ibid.g p. 506,

™
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Yagel acmysz as Pvd[wl ~>/} P'MQ AQ fx' D ICJ);fw Voekd WAL
Al »‘)_fg\]jm N/C@o)u\] {ML@J}M QAf/Q(\,q »ao} w)m »Q\fw P)&Q_, Kobez, Iv, p. 41.
Neubauer, J.Q.R., 0e8,, I, p. 412, tra.nslamtes, "messengers were
sent to them", implying, by the Jews, but Yagel evidently means that
the Pope dispatched these MEBHENEET S |
For information on the efﬁeAct of Reubeni's visit to Portugal |
on the Marranos ther‘?\&nd on the introduction of the Inquisition, gee
E.N.Adler, Auto da Fe and Jew, London, 1908, pp. 29«35,
114. led. Jew. Chr., II, p. 159,

115 _ il _pol wka «f] mld wa [o.uk I Yoo >€/< ol A Sa ool wlk ukl |
“yp vkl 2 29 hup Uk waale B e )ﬂn acsl K// wohva K] Ak [
C%lk f; AN YoM 9—@0 *7€/< v ’rﬂi?o DD ]D'&’ Al PJ\A)/)I{{ ’3[3 mgﬁﬂl '

- e _,'ibid, p. 171. | l

116. Reubeni's favoraple reception at the Portuguese court is

~the more remarkeble when we consider that the king, Joao III, wasg i
moronic, a fanatical Catholic completely under the sway of the |

clergy, and a bitter enemy of the Jews. cf. Alexander Herculano,

Origin and Establishment of the Inguimition in Portugaly, translated

by J.C.Brenner, Stanford University, Calif., 1926, p. 278,

% fururl  syal nilal g“oa KD /JQ wfa‘_vn/ﬁv f; o fyap luns K

Wil Iﬂ v ekl o ol e 5 d\h?{\ plva o ol adL
1/@ Tedar B vl o of5, «xr%m)a« oo euplk Uyaf vk ukl

—— JQ ’Mh/}n) F@JK {k 19/1/\ Pv\fe‘&/ Med. Jew. Chr., II, p. 178,

118. 2% @:mn A°A /m/h //v pup Leadar] poly Liask ?';« 1wkl

..,)ij,&__,,,‘a@u Ca@ Jnl % 20l falo Cof I ooly 1 (149Kl AIRA "M a/w) 24
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W&@z@wFL,/_L«_;.,,JMAesg/m_n%‘:I/r._‘@.\_'zi‘a,wal, on il D e Il sl yamg
ok 05 ed) Laukl k1A o an, ibid, 178-179.
119, _wmj‘/QJWWLQVJQNU ﬂ%%» w_an‘m@A&”thK'g,NzwﬁqL
_,ﬁffiu«_ﬁ_t,__.pf/_v\ﬂ,,-‘_v?gn ok ool [k LR ‘%rvlvft RLRLYS ﬂx/ LAY [( xadn ol
N oRir poal LR wnn ok piglon ke, tbide 276,

120, ibid.

i 121. see note 36 above,

; 122, ibid, pp. 180-181.

] 123. 1ibid, pe 187,
124, This was no douﬁt Diogo Pires, who later changed his name to
Solomon Molcho, and who subsequently exerted so strong an influence
upon the courge of David's career in Burope. David passes the incide
ent by With but a few worde.
125. Steinschnelder calls Reubeni an adventurer and a liar and a
swindler, Literaturgeschichte, #101; Neubauer, J.Q.R., 0.8., I, 408,

calls him "Dévid, the pretended Reubenite, but, in fzuct, a German -
Jew"; Marx aﬁd NMargolig, History of the Jewilsh People, Phila. 1927,
p. 505, agree wkkhxhim that he was an adventurer; Greetz, IV, De
491, says, "It ig hard to say whether he was an impostor or a fool= i
ish fanatic, and whether he intended to wlay the rble of a lessg-

ianic or of a political adventurer", though even a oursofy per= |

usal of his diary makesm it clear that he had no Messianic preten-

sions whatever. David, further, is an "Oriental by descent, long .

resident in #rabia and Nubia." Lazer, Hidos, ch. 1l, thinks that

~

Reubeni was the envoy of a very much existent, powerful, independent

Jewigh tribe in Arabia;.Reubeni's.tribe has also been placed in

southern Abyssinia, where the Falashas originally dwelt; apn inter=-

esting surmise is that David came from Cranganore, Cochin, on the
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coast of Malabaf, whgre_qbéwish_community, heéded by the Rabban fame
ily, existed for meny qenturies,_see_pp;-élff, abdve; During the
first guarter of the sixteenth century this colony waus thieaﬁened
by the growing Mohammedan power in Malabar and by the incureions
of the Portuguese. "The Jewish raj or malik had sent his brother
David to Hurope to negotiate for aid agaiist the Moslems. He was
evidently the David Reubeni who appeared in Rome in March 1524000
Historians have called him an impostor. EsN,Adler rightly calls
this a very cheap assumption, &nﬂ obgerves that his name seems to
have been ﬁabbani, eltered by a sixteenth century interest in the
1ost-ten tribes and a desire tormgka this Jewish "royal family"
spring from the first-born of Igreel." In 1524 the Moslems stormed
the Jewish quarter of éranganore, razed it, killed many Jews and
drove the rest out, While the Portuguese strengthahed their Cran-
gandre'fqrt and compelled the Jews to abandon their ancient trad-
ing privigeges. A.H.Godbey, The Lost Tribes, & Myth, Duke University,
1930, ps 353,
‘ If thiés last assumption is correct Reubeni's position was a
singularly tragic one, forﬁhile he was carrying on his negotiations
in Burope his people was being destroyed. Howeyer, this assumption
neglects Reubeni's avowed purpose; not to defend his own country,
but to attack the Moslem power in Palestine. Further, his description
of hils journey from hisg land to Burope makes it improbable that he
came all the way from Malaber. (Abrahem Ferissol locates the WIS
VAm in Asia Major near Jedda, see p. 46 sbove.)
126. This mekes twelve tribes all told!
127. David evidently considered that the ten tribes had not been

logt in a body at all, but sﬁill were Jjoined to the other two.
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128. Thig refepenéé to the Bnai Moshe occurs only once in his en-
umerations of the.tribes, aﬁd is probably a later 1nterpolatlon.
129. Reubeni places the balance of the twelva tribes near his
countrys see notes 186 and 137.

129a. 1922, pp, 148-154, Glanures de 1lg Gueniza, l. A propos des
dix tribusg berdues, Ao

130. The letter seems to have had here an account of the Bnai Moshe. |
131, Dr. Mann Qalls attention to the fact that the writer naively .
adnits that only these two and & half tribes remainl !
132, cof. Yoma 52b. |

153. Dr. Menn places this on the route from the Hedjaz to Mecca.

134. Chapters 15 and 24.

) 3
135, In his &%ﬁﬂ P"h “) %ﬂ& ’ Lemberg, Neley Po 52,
136, Published oy Neubauer in Kobez, IV, pp. 24-37..

ba. 0.8 65,7, 4 ro0 |
1570 Cﬁida ppo 35 60 ’ ’ ;

/38, Sl Felors
1586%'Ne auer, J. Q Ray OS., Iy p, 200, takes this to be Sebaste
(8ichem). ' |

139. Neubauer, ibid, suggests thaﬂthis may have been a reference

to the prophet Elijah,

140. Neubauer, ibid, suggests that this David is none other than

David Reubeni. This letter was copied by a scfibe, Judah b. Solomon :
Do Blanche (2 (uk(33 ) 1n castelle, on the 28th of 4b, 5283-1523, |
(Kobez, IV, p. 36>, when Reubeni was in Palesfine. Perhaps thig E
is one bf the letters Which brought the news of Reubeni's arrlv&l J

in Palestine to Italy, to which Abrasham Ferissol refers, see p. 46

gbove.

’

141, ©Nine tribem? ¢f. the letter of Prester John, p. 31 above. !
142, J.QR., 0.8., I, p. 199, ' '
)
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143. Neubauer, ibiu, dates this 1ett.e_r,,' Yabout 1.5@‘3", but it seems
eviden‘t ”fro:m. tjhis date of thg redemption, tha.t_'the letter must be -
dated before 1530. See Kobez, IV, Du 3¢,
144, J.Q.R., QeByy i, P 196-197; Kobéz, IV, p. 24.
145, This passage ig strongly reminiscent of Eldad Ha Dani, see
pp« 1l, 13. etec., above. . |
146, J.QeRe, 0.8+, I, Dps 197-199; Kobez, IV, pp. 26-30.
147 JeQeRey 0eBey I, lp. 1993 Kobez, IV, p. 33. Neubauer calls
attention to the fact that Raphael here confuses the Jews of Yemen,
of whom this information is known to have been true at this time,
with the ten tribea.
148. KXobez, IV, pp, 3233,
149. J.Q.R., 0.8., I, pp. 200-201; Kobez, IV, p. 37,
150, In his v@oﬁﬁp, Constantinople, 1577%
151. David Reubeni in his diary mskes rﬁuch of the lfla.gs he carried
with him. _
152, __ [0 @ ok 3y anka wodn w0 sk ands wda s wik)
I AR1(d WJQ,A!)P phd 38 ['C ja J\DDD)/)/N}O _,fe‘k@l § I,,Gﬂ,,/s_/,DL
L[] k" p9) piGalny AW ol Al Ikl Rwod abao o0l U0
— #b)_pailadl S o pial pupe wlu 0l pads wSho pwro el
__hf%jﬂ,\,.l7%.,7@\@,(@“(&,(_&“&)}“ ko) eyby Inaa Iy o 4l ool
2l wola kol R P'(uslf o] e i alD amlal wom uo ok anel ki
~ankd o ARk o3 D vl 'JQ Iy dnnk ! 4wk 38> falk @ s | 0 WA
~ b wos h e vl v WS B pel @3 fit 0 ot o) Wik feht.
f..._/,'J‘(’\i lP.'f/)(MQ"\:) P8 PN _I'PEJ/ .P'G'Qgﬂ Don odl ang A Py AT
ST R AW R DY I 385 »ol el aly KK Al )l K
1 | L) bl aly «ly Oixn ')SQ U»@P N\,kﬁ, MF ,P'vd/<_,.__?o,,fw<,/,,, PR
! g s pax o100 1y V\{/(’f b L bl laao war pi(aEas N _
M o by wod s/ |

53, Thies passage 1ls quoted in chy 1 of @;@: J\qu s by R
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Menahemimén I} Solomotha Levi, as from Abraham Ferissol's mwck

7 Pﬁ% thwg-,rin‘the name of Iseac Akrish, but I have been un~
ablé to find it in that book. It is however, to be found in Isaac
Akrish's booklet o ﬁp , Constantinople, 1577%
154, cf, the story about Alexander and the Amazons, Tamid 32a.
e milar letter, pp. 28-29 above.
155, Kobez, IV, pp. 50=51.
156« As if these were ali conscious fictions! There can be no
doubt that, though among them there were some who consciously in-
vented therstories they told; most of theae men sincerely believed
these reports of the ten tribes which they retailed, and that there
wes 2OTMe basiaAmi inAfadt,for moat'of them, distorted though these
‘facts beqame throﬁgh constant repetition and expansion. It wouldid
be maore cofrect to say that the fictional element of these stories
was the creation not of individuals but of the entire Jewish group,
which read into whatever taleg of independent Jewish tribes that
came its way the charécteristics it_sought in them.
157, J.QeRe, 0eBu, I, pe 411; Kob&z, IV, Dpe 37EL.
158, Pee P. 18 above.
159¢ JeQsRey 0eBay I, ppe 418-413.
160, Isalsh xlixs9, |
161, BSee noté 6 above.
162, See note 113 above.i’u. |
163. This is highly reminiscent of the theory of the "Mission of
Iarael" espoused by the Reform Mdvement several centuries 1a£er.
Even atﬁhis early date, this point of view had already gained vogue.

But in another phace, Kobez, IV, p. 44, Yagel does not accept the
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exile so cmmplacently. He sayss "If it is tru;tihey (the trives)

are powerful and sovereign, why did He not do thysg to-the dispersed

of Judah and Jerusalem, who are equally his children and hig inher?

itance and in whose midst stood his holy temple ang PRlacBeeseses?

Why should they be despoiled and plunderéd in theirp exile while
the others rule independently in their own broad, fat land$ Wherein
did xkx we sin more than they?" etc. ‘

164, Kﬁhﬂxxxiﬂx JoQeRay 0.8., I, pp. 413 £f,

165, cf. here the story of Benjamnin's, p. 21Aabove..

166. We may unhesitatingly accept the statement of Joshua Lorca,
in fhe"W  W“/F bl AeK . p Where he discusees the numerous reports
of the existence of the ten tribes andtheir prosperity, that have

been brought to Burope, that no one doubts the fact:,ﬂkQ N D 35[_f

MM‘Paodf?%VKQ; qpo@éd from the_,wlpxﬂigﬁmlwgaéKMU, ed. Landau,
Antwerp, 1906, p. 3, by A.H.Silver, Messianic Speculation in Israel,
N.Y¥e, 1927, p. 116.

167. See note 175 below,

168. See Lazer, Hidog, pp. 70=7L.

‘169, Gen. x1ixs10.

170, Or Gad, according to Lazer, Hidos, P. 73.

17l. He is called, "Baruch," "Gad," and "Baruch Gad," in various
versions of the correspondance.

172. He sayst ﬂJDIQAAQW§Q4'WX DAK) (kvl4ip&wJ)&ngﬂmmigiﬁmfﬂ.

S EVY I 2 S VT P oM wrand Alwad. Kl gt ulkal pan una
- s Ao D KY' ke 99 PIarA  wkal frJDA_,P,!J."\)W;)..A‘.P_D@l_ evlpn AN
~ lr3Ip 99, Teghorn, 1799, p. 86, quoted in Bdrei, . lzi 100
~ P'oJ , Amsterdam, 1818,

173. See Moses Edrehi, An Historical Account of the Ten Tribds.

Settled Beyond the River Sambatyon in the East, London, 1836, /.5‘5‘,

\
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~
174. 'm¢o,lak , Vol. I, Lyck, 1866, pp. 96a £f.; J.0.R., 0.8.,
I, P'_416; this letter is also published in Ihﬂ b, oy
Eliakim Carmoly, Brussels, 1841l.
176« A lacuna in the text. These are probably the passages to which
the Rabbis of Jerusalem who m@de this copy at the request of R.
Nathan Spire referred when they wrote in their covering letter:
oAl abaod adpa bap . b pasn. Y OVER RSN R pond it /./.J,l,..&.]).'_@l)ﬁ_
ol 2! [ pamd /JK‘_.M/,{/)J:AY_“_,PJ)&Qmlf.?]!!{zi.A,..ET.Q,V)‘.Q‘,.QQPQ,MQH NIRRT AN
o oRia el Ay b o foas ,//J A¥an s pe 10.

The letter which Baruch Gad brought to Jérysalem.frOm‘the

Bnai Moshe created astir such as had not been felt iﬁ Israel since
the days of the exile. The.Messianic movement which stireed Jewfy
in the three parts of the old world was directly influenced by and
au offspring of this letter. Baruch went further than did any of
the others who told of the tribess he brought a meésage from the
tribes that they had heard a Bath Kol from heaven proclaim that the

redemption was near.Although the Babbis of Jerusalem did not copy

the message of the Bath Kol, they state specifically in their intro-
duction to the letter that Nathan Spiro,. who was carrying the
copy with him, would t ell orally the words they feardd to write,
lewt they precipitate a crigis among the Messiah~expectant Jews, whose
hopes had been continually played upon during the previous century,
but not realized, so that they were in a high state of tension. (see
P. 61l above.) Their premonition was justified by the ensuing events.
Re Nathan probably repeated the dangerous words with a good deal
of unction, for who would not gladly carry such good news to suffer-

. ing Israel? The wordsJ¢Q@QWJ®Q%Q.@f)PQ MQQAK”DX)k_]&“AK”&KJIJ give

‘P‘K@J \AI\/\IK PJF
the gecret away, and make evident what the Bath Kol must have pro-

claimed.

1o




133

Sabbetai Ze#i'ﬁaséﬁwenty'when this letter wag brought to
Jerugalem in 1646. It could not but have affected him, as it did
all Jewry. The Zohar had predicted that the redemption would come
in 1648, (MWWﬁLA3hK/J} .QK“‘&«NN w«§9 (ALU Jieﬂ s Lev. xxvil3. The
numerical vaelue of wWk4D is 5408, which is the yaar'1648.’Zohar,
793 "0, ) But othet books had predicted other dates fo#the re =
‘demption and nothing had happened in consequence. If this letter
from the Bnal Moshe had notlappeared Just at this time perhaps
nothing out of the way would have occurred now too. Though there is
no.definite proof, it seems almost certain that the message of the
Bath Kol which the Bnal Moshe recelved, snd which Ssbbetail Zevi,
and indeed, all Jewry, beliéved implicitly, must have heen largely
reaponsgible for the movement which he inaugurated.

The redemption ddd not come in 1648, but Sabbetai Zevi was
undaunted. In 1665 he proclaimed himself the Messiah, (the Millenw
arians in England set the year 1666 as the date of the Millenium),
and announced that after he took the crown from the Sultan in Con-
stantinople he would go to the Bnai Moshe beyond the Sambation,
and the ten tribes, andbring them to Jerusalem. According to his
prophet, Nathan Benjamin Levi, Moses was still alive theres when
he was 3300 years old he had married and his daughter, Rebecca,
who would be thirteen when Sabbetai would arrive, would become the
mate of the Messiah. After the marriage Sabbetai would lead the ten
tribes back, riding a~lion, and using for a bridle a seven~-headed
shake, In fact, a rumor was spread that Nathan himself had already
set out to gather Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Menasseh,
who would return first, like their ancestors in the days of Joshua,

Who had been the vanguard of the invasion of Palestine. (Lazer,

Hidog, pp. 77-98.
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"To‘ account for fhe.é.q,nversion of Babbetal Zevi to Islam in
1666 some of his adnerents asserted that only a phantom had turned
Mohammedaﬁn; Sabbetai himself had._retuzr‘ned to heaven, or had gone e
:'in search of the den tribes and would éo'on re-appear," (J.H. Green-
stone, The Messiah Idea in Jewish History, FPhila. 1906, pp. 223.224)
176. Isaiah xlixs9, '
197 oo i u! EYNLY) prdn }/l ﬁp AR ./\IGP ’ﬁp, ol ol ol fjw baskl
Cal ,‘Hre»_ (o Lk mdl - - oAy PARY GJW «d gl K4 o oyl

VRS, |

[ AD_AK AR Al '9_?)/(,"7614_,%/(,'Qﬁ..PQ")_,;K.v,i?')\,.séﬁ\./-{\.ﬂ..(51{1»/&__,[&’_, /1/1,';&),, yalor

= bl Reo pkfay wluli pof loapn (wad 132) 295 1o AR eou 2For.
) PY D W P'ATQ".'\) (ol o basr€ vak vkl Dpan 051 :.-,t—,-ff-,-DK{/
N VTN SRR RY ARTEY TP TRV BN 26 wall k3 K ul’ Ak il 2liep ,k'cwf_
A K3 3lokl D el B sy o5 s ﬂawP.AﬁS‘_Lﬂan AR
._A_P/< 'apﬁ\&ﬁ WK w’mspvx M) 93/7 1k P"D_sJD P'Cﬁ% "M /g) lf(m ‘Felw_‘_
...L/;Q@__ﬁ.bp PPkl -.Pa'a\lwo.m_,rgz Aoy 2l oy wnlil sl pucle
— 2 eRus B eoaaf lkdwlpﬁhuﬁﬂﬁ>fﬁgf5 DININC R R Lo ST
— .:_.3)'\_/)?f_.\,/&,ﬁf('hl<A.A GU”VJ/J\h)JQP'/VW?Q//‘JQ PORK. Pﬂ? DA
_ Hwﬁmwwuﬁxwﬁwfvjﬂn&)p;gu¢1ﬁh/awp?§bf KO

R B - e e 4

CarmolyL_&,_..y./,,[.'ﬁ)m_y\‘r@«m s PP. 19-20,

178. _’;\_g)g_ﬂ[ﬂ,m@_l‘?'é)f"),@”ill‘e ,?v\,{/\%,,,,,v\ﬂK__,,v,,PD ,',KQ,/Q,.}AK/)D,,.,J,\W(\,KD "IVl
NN 719Y Prorlapl prslar (“:Jw.m(\/(b ,,,Phlw pord €540 5 last page _
of _ . P!mJWQGﬁN 00 , by Moses Hdrei.

l?gthmumeLmo_Jﬂkﬂ, Vol. I, Lyck, 1866, p. 98a.

lBQ. Gen. x1ixs81l%7,

18l. e¢f. Lazer, Hidos, p. 8l.

182, «crf. Jucien Wolf, Menasseh ben Israel's Migsion to Oliver Crome
Wwell, Being & reprint of the Pamphlets published by Manasseh ben

Israel to promote the Re-admission of the Jews to England, 1649




1656, London, 1901,
1830 ibid.’ 4p'0 530 ’
184. He translates P10 1K, as "the Islands of the West,"

i.esy the West Indies, or America.

185. ibid, p. 40,

185&. 1ibid, p. 25.

186, dibid, pe 27,

187. ibid, p. 39.

188. Managseh is insistent on this point. He sayss "“And who knowes
but that shortly the truth of that Prognogtick may appeare, which

our Montezinos learned from the Mohanes ('after we have finished

t-a certain business which we have with the Wickéd Spaniards, we will '

bring you‘odt of your bondage, by God's help'; ibid, Pe 17):
énaWarable to that which Jacobus Verus, an Astrologer of Prague, writ
afger the apparition of the Comet in Ann. 1618. and dedicated to |
his Highnesse the Prince Palgtine, where he thus discourseths The
Comet going towards the South, doth intimate that the Cities and
Proviﬁeeé which God doth threaten, are those of Ehe West Indies,
which shall revolt from the King of é@aine, who will find that

losae gfeéther than he imagimed, not that the Indians rebell

against him of theméélves, but that they are prowoked to it being

‘stireed up by others...... Thus far the Astrologer. Our ancient

Rabbis say, though we doe not beleéve the Astrologers in all things,
yet we doe not wholly reject them, who sometimes tell truth." ibid,
P. 28

' Manasseh states further that "the shortnesse of time (when

we beleeve our redemption shall appearé) ig confirmed by this,

that the Lord hath promised that he will gather the two Tribes, Jude
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ah and Benjamin, out of the foure guarters of the World.sss. Frbm

'whence you may gathér, that for the fulfilling of that, they m

must be scattered through all the corners of the World; as Daniel
saith, Dan. 1l2. 7. ‘And when ihe scattering of the holy people shall
have an end, all these things ghall berfulfilled.' And thié appeares .
now o bé done, when ag our Synagogues are found in America." |
ibid, p. 58.

More apecifically and definidely, Manasseh states, "Yet this
I can‘affirm, that it (the fifth monarchy) shall be aboﬁt the end
of this age." "though we cannot exactly shew the time of our re=-
demption, yet we judge it to be near." ibid, p. 46. |

For a description of the conditions in Englahd-which made
for a special interest in Manasseh's theories, see Wolf, Introduction
to his booky and A. M. Hyemson, BmiimixInkmexeskxim The Lost Tribes
and the Influence of the Search for them on the Return of the Jews
to Bngland, in Je«QeRey 08+, XV, Ppe 640676,
189, "A Declaration to the Common-wealth of Bngland, by Rabbi
Manasseh ben Tsrael, shewing the Motives of his'Coming into Eng-
lemd," Wolf, p. 79.
190. ibid, pp. SLff.
191, Max Schloessinger, ope. c¢ite.y, p. 109, note 3,
192, Se M+ Peprlmann, The History of the Jews in China, London,

19133 a community of Jews has existed in China for a very long time,

in the cities of Kai-fung-foo, in the province of Honan, Ning-po,
Hong-chen, etc. Kai-fung-foo seems to have had the oldest settlement.
This community, while maintaining its Jewish identity, became thor=-

oughly integrated into the life of the country, so that we hear of

ts members

some of them occupying prominent public offices, such as Jjudges,
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'governora,Agénerals, etce Not‘until quite,recently has this Jew-

sih community drifted from Judaism, so th@t to-day bwt a mere ves-

tige remains of tMig;igrge and tenacious group. Perlmann, p. 28ff.,

expresses his opinion that "the very first Jews who came to China
now lost

were & part of the exiles of the ten/trives of Israel."

M. N. Adler, Chinese Jews, London, 1900, p. 6, mays, "It is
not impossible that sections of the ten tribes of Israel may have
found their wayjto “hina, as we believe they did find their way
to Cochin China." ¢fe Dpe 70ff.above.

193, The following quotation, from the book P'AAWIA , w}itten
in Adriamople, 1701, and piinted in Venice, 1707, taken from
Bdrei's Historical Account, p. 152,'whilé thoroughly orthodox, injeci®
a unique note into the discussion of the ten tribes. "We ought

to meke diligent’Se&roh and enquiry concerning the Ten Tribes and
their king, and to ascertain, if possible, in what province or
city they are to be found, or what part of the world they inhabit.
And in stating any particular spot where traces of them may be

met with, it will be necessgary to be extremely céutious,fand'we
mugt be careful to bring proofs of our assertions; and those
proofa also must be clear and distinct, on account of the great
digposition to unbelierf that 50 generally prevalls."

194, =xXxmr follows 195, .

198, See Appendix A. M.N.Adler, Chinese Jews, p. l4, testifies,
"I found among the Mss. in the British Museum an elgborate letter
written in elegant Hebrew by the Haham Iaaac, the s0n of the well=-
known David Nieto, dated Adar 1, 5520-1760," addressed to the Jews
of China. He, tdoa says that he has been unable to find the angswer

which Moses Bdreli mentions.

194, M. Bdrei, An Historical Account of the Ten Tribes, pp. 183~

191, It is of interest to note that this book, published in 1836,
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andAcontai?ing a translation of the ahthor!s Prod %ng o ,
Amsterdam, 1818, with additional ﬁateriﬁl,;contains a list of gube
scribers (pp. 279-290) of 1044 names, only 45 of which (such names
as Levy, Cohen;-Lindo,'Furtado, Da Costa, Azuelo, Jacobs, etc.)

seem to be Jewish. This is & falr indication of Christian interest
in the lost tribes.

196. Printed at the énd of part I of the Prague, 1793, edition

of Ferissol's Pm"AMwK AdAK » under the title sK9n RGN .
197. J.J.Benjamin II, Fight Years in Asia and Africa, Hanover, .
1859; P. 148, says, "The origin of this tribe (Kanarinz) is un~
gertain. I ventuxe to atart the notion that it is a f@mnant of the
banished ten tribes of-ISrael, which, in the course of centuries,
and under the most contrary dircumstances, has forgotten itsg Ig-
raelitish origine." As if there weren't already too meny such notions
circulating as half-truths! But why shouldn't he have his fling too?
198. Wesgely notes that the exodus occurred in 2448 A.M. The trad-
itional date of the exodus, however, is 2540 A.M. But if we follow
this date, all the dates in the chronicle are thrown off and bee

" come impossible. I have therefore followed in the text the calculat-
ion epecified by Van Dort.

199, Lazer, Hidos, p. 64, brands this chronicle as a forgery. The
6rder of the books mentioned is according to the Christién Bibles
the division of Samuel, Kings, Chronicles, and Bzra, and the chapter
divisions are late and of Christian origin, and were not accepted
by the Jews until the era of printing began; etc. A.H.Godbey, The
Lost Tribes, A Myth, pp. 349ff., states that Yemenite influence

pre#ails among the Jews of Cochin, who are s upposed to have origine

ated with the arrival of a colony of seventy-two families under the
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leadership'of Joseph Rabbanb.The arrival of this colony xm has
been assumed by some writers to be the beginning of Jewish settle-
ment in Cochin. Four copper plates (which still exist) granting
various privileges and powers td Jogeph Rabban and his descendants
do not connect him with Yemenj do not even hintpat the arrival
of a colbny}‘and deal with very old established trading points or
coeporations, thé principal one being Anjuvannam, "The Five Castes",
the honera and privileges of which are conferred on Joaeph Rebban.
The datc of this grant is set at either 231, or 378 C.E. & cere
tain autonomy existed after this among ﬁhe Cochin Jews; Rabban 1
remained the name of the ruling faemily, with the title of raj or
malik. In 1524 the Moslems destroyed the Jewish quarter of Crangane
ora, and drove the Jews out, Elken Adler'suggests that David |
Reubeni was really a Rabbani, see note 125 agbove.

Jacob Sapir, who vislted Cochim, reported that David Shem
Tob Halegvi, evidently related to the Joseph Hlagv of the chron-
icle, had in his poséession a Chronicle of the Jews of Cochin,
prepared by David Rachby in about the year, 1690. This chronicle
states that the Jews first came to Maiabar after the destruction
of the second temple, anduhamvthére were later additions. It makes
no mention of Jogeph Rabban having come to Cochin with éeventyn
tow femilies, though it mentions the tablets inscribe; with the
privileges accorded to him. 1'90 {ak, Vol. II, NMainz, 1874,
Ppe. 60-6&, \
200. Cf. David Rachby in note 199; these two are probably of
the same family. | '
20l. M. Bdrel, Historical Account, p. 158,

202, There is a statement in the rjﬁu ICTPf (Nahmen of Bratslaw)

ixs2, that there are twelve gates of prayer, one for each tribe.




The Uhassid'must go to the Tsaddik when he offers his prayers; for

he himdy@f does not know which ﬁribe he 1s descended from, and

therefore he'doesn't know the proper gate  for his prayer; oniy

through the Tsaddik, who does know the tribal ancestry of each Jew,

can his prayer hope to find the proper gate and thus enter heaven.

- R. Nahmaen implies here that the ten tribes are not lost, but mixed

among the Jews in the Diaspora. The continual reference is to twelve

gates, twelve tribes, etc., and not once dhes he mention two tribes.
The Jews of Pol&nd have for a long time had a legend to the

effect that the members of the ten‘tribes are "red". The origin

of the legend &f the “Red.Jews" is unknown. cf. Lazer, Hidos,

PP. 79«80, | ,

203. A.B.Makover, Mordecal M. Noah, N.Y., 1917, p. 55.

204. see P. 18 above. '

205, J.QeRsp 0.8., I. p. 438, makes this shepherd out to be a Dane

ite. | | ' |

206.A Sapir, 300 /QK ’ Vol. I, Lyck, 1866, pp. 93a=95b. ﬁeubauer's

aceount in J.QeRey OeBoy Iy pp. 417ff., 18 confused., Neubauer

confuses this Baruch with Baruch Gad, who had simiiar adventure g

two centuries previows, and runs togethee his account of the letter

which the earlier Baruch carried from the Bnai Moshe to Palestine

and the letter which the present Baruch carried from Palestine to

the Bnai Moshe. Neubauer differs in many details from the accbunt

in gUbI) {aw s from which his summary is evidently taken. The

letter which Baruch carried to the tribes is printed in Kobez, IV,

pp. 52-59 and Carmoly, /M A¥A) , pp. 21-46. This letter is

addressed to the ten tribes, the Bnai Moshe, and the Rechabites. It

is dated Rosh Hodesh Marheshvan, 1831, and is signed by R. Israel,

for the community at large, R. Aryeh, for Jeruaalem,'R. Hayim
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Davileakotén, for Tiverias, and R. Abraham Dov Ber, for Safed.
The letter mentions Hldad Ha Deni; the event in Germany during the
period of the Crusades when a member of the'&:ibes-saved the Jew-
ish community of Germany by the use of superior witchcraft, see

Pe 18 abovesy David Reubenii and finally an occureﬁce of two years
previous when two meghulachim had met in Yemen a Danite named
Issachar, who_told them of his tribe, and them disappeared. The
letter goes om to speck of the persecutions of Huropean Jewry, and
the greaﬁ gsuffering which it must endure, and asks the king of

the tribes to come to the help of his brethren.

207, M,'Edrei, Higstorical Account, pp. 181-182.

208, lazer, Hidos, pp.V69,7Ow

209 ibid, p. 83.

210. Sapif, M180 [AK 5 Vole I, pp. 9502964,

211, ibid, p. 96a.

R12. Articles of Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, Salt Lake City, 1917, # 10s "We,bélieve in the literal
gathering of Israel and in the restoration of the Teu Tribes; that
Zion will be built upon this (the American) continenty that Christ
will reign personally upoh the earthy and, that the earth will be
renewed and receive its paradisiacal glory." | |
213, A.H,Godbey, The Lost Tribes, & Myth, p. £53.

138. olﬁhﬁk s "Romulus, & mythical personage, representative
of wickedness, answering to the Christiem anti-Christ." Jastrow,
Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud, etc. The Messiah will over-
power Armilus before he ushers in the Messienic agel

16, Additions L#zer, Hidog, pp. 16ff. discusses a theory of S.J.
Rappaportt!s which connects the Bnai Moshe, the Kenites, and the
Rechabites. See also Ginzbherg, Legends, VI, p. 409,
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