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INTRODUCTION' 

I present here a record of the reports concerning the lost 

ten tribea which have come down to us from Jewish medieval sources,.. 

My pu1•pose has been merely to trace the course of the legend; .. :the 

following, I believe, is the fullest. collection of such mat.erial. 

It had been my purpose, originally, to use this material as a tasis 

· for extended sociological study, and I ha(i planned additional 

chapte:rs on such subjects as: The !Jegend and. the Jews, being an 

i;tnalysi.s of the psychological and social reasons for the popular

ity of the legend among the Jews, as well as its effect U:Q;Qn them; 

The Legem1d and the Christians, being an analysis of Christian int

erest in the legerid of the ten tribes; 'l'he Legen·d and Jewish ... Christ

ian H.ela tions; Prester John and the .Jews; the Bnai M?she, the 

Rechabites, and the Kenitest the Sambation; etc. However, due to 

the exigencies of time and fJpace I have been unable to carry out 

my original intention, and have progresse:~d no further than· a :pre

sentation of the material which wa.s to serve as basis for further 

study, in itself no mean task. I hope that I shall some day be 

enabled to continue with the work. I have, however, inci.ic:e..ted in 

the notes.from time to time some of the considerations which 

would enter into an ar1alyais of the subjects mentioned above. 

I have not limited myself to the period which is usually 

designated as the Middle Agea, but have ~ttempted to trace the 

development of the legend from Hrn beginnings until the present 

day. The spirit of the legend is essentially medieval, regardless 

of the year whioh marks any particular recording of it, and this 
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ia the reason for my ·overstepping the literal bounds whi.ch the 

tttle in~icatea. 

I wish to expre:ss my appreciation and thanks to Dr"' Jacob 

R. Marcus for the interest which he diapla:yed in the work and. for 
·.,. 

the stimulation which his assistance provided, and Arthur Zucker ... 

man ~pr valuable assistance in handling Latin and German texts • 
. ,.· .. 

The -,'gathering of the material hei·e presented pro:ved to be a most 

pleasant and educative task; it has opened for me the door to rnany 

book~whioh had been mere names heretofore, e.nd has developed 

within me an interest wb:ich I hope will finrl expression in fu:c

cher study of the literature and life of the Jews. 

May 14, 1930,.; 
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The legend of the lost ten tribes finds ita source in the 

a.ooounts of the exile of Israel which are to be found in the Bible .. 

More. than one reference to such an exile exists; thai:r:• number arid 

thei.r vagueness make them. fit subject for speculation and legendary· 

expansio.n •. 11 In the days of l'ekah king of Israel ea.me Tiglatl:i·Pil

Erner king of Asayrta, and took Ij ar1, and Abel-beth-maaca.h, and Jan• 

aah, and Kedesh, and Ha,z.o:i:·, and Gilead,. and Galilee, all the land 

of Naphtali; and he carried them a:aptive to Assyria.." 1 •trn the 

ninth yeaf of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Sar.a.aria., and carried 

Israel away unto Assyria,. and pla.c:ed them in Halah,. and in Ha.bor,, 

on the ri ve:r: of Gozan, and in the cities of/the Medea .. 11 2 "'And it 

came to pa.as. i,n the fourth year of king Hez.ekia.h. which was the 

s,eventh year of H.oshea aon of Elah, ldng of Israel, that Sha.lman

eeer :iting of Assyria came up agains.t Samaria and beaie~ed it. And 

at the end of three yea.rs they took. it; even in the sixth year of 

Hezekiah, whicq. was the nitlth year of .Hoahea king of Iara.el, Samaria 

was ta.ken. And t.he king of Assyria ca.fried Israel away unto Assyria 

and put them in Halah. and in Ha.bo1•, on the river of GQ~an,_ and 

in the cities of the Medea" tt 3 "And the· God of Israel stirred up 

the ·spirit of. Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of Tillegath

Pilneser king. of Assyria., and he oa:t'ried them away, even the Reuben-

. itea, and the Gadi tea, and the half-tribe of Manasseh~ and brought 

_ _.._. __ ~·-~-
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. them unto Ha.lah; .and Habo1·, and Hara,, and to the river of Go~n, 
I. 

. ., 4 
ur1to this day." 

Ez:ekiel XXX.VIIsl5·~38,, in which the prophet symboli~es: the 

ulti.tna.te re-unic:>n of Judah and Iara.el by the aat of :plaeing to• 

g'ether two sticks, one inscri'b.ed, 11 Ji1or Judah, and for the children 

of Israel, his com.paniona; 11 the o·ther, 11 For Joseph, the a.tick of 

Ephrairn, and. of all "the houae of Israel his companions,," which 

become one in his hand.,- leads us to believe that by tho time that 

these verses wa1·e written the legend of the loat tribes of Israel 

was taking shape .. However, it is. not until the tirne of the Talmudic 

literature that we have any refe:r:encea to the effec.t that the ten 

tribes o:f' Israel were in exile in a body, that their whereabouta

a.re uncertain, tha. t the oomii t ion a o:f their e:xiacteuoe dit:rer from 

thoe.e of the other two tribes:, Judah and Benjaxain, that their fate 

is or is not ul tima.tely. ·tied up with the fate of thea,e two tribes. 

These ar~iftle elements which compose the legend .. The uncertainty, 

the diff'erenciEuJ, of' opinion .. the ambiguity• which the few remarks 

of the Rabbis on this subjeo.t display,. lea.ve no d(}ubt that they 

had no definite informat·ion, but mere rumor, and were toying with 

a. ttadi,tio·n which they found already full-blown .. 

Let us turn first to Josephus; Who tells us quite definitely 

that "there are but two tribes in Aaia and Eu.ro.pe a.ubject to the 

Romans, while the ten tribes are beyond the Eu;mhratea till now~ 

and a.re an immenae multitude, and hot to be estimated .by numbers. 115 

He is con~ to yresent the bare outlihea, of the tradition~ but 

the legendary has a~ready ai~ept, in. 



. ' 

.. ... 
. .. - . 

:·1 

The Rab.bis; with more time on their hands, go tur·ther. R. Jeh· 
. . 

ud·a· bar Simor1 • c ommen ting on Gen. XXXt 34; e-ays tt:1& t 11·the ten tri bea 

w~re not exitled to the sa1lle place aa were the tribes of' Judah and 

Benjamin. The ten tribes we!ll'a a:ent to a region sur1•ounded by the 

river Samba.tion 6 while Judah and Beil;jamin are scattered &.mong a.11 

the nations .. " '1 He would then place all the ten tribes within the 

territory circumsoribed by this mythical river. Howe.vei~ there are 

dif:t'erencea o! opinion on this point. 

R. Samuel bar Nahm.an is quoted to the effect that "Israel 

" we.a enciled in three aectiom.H one to the region within the orbit 

of ·the San'ba.tion, one to .Daphne of Antochia; and one which was 

covered by a cloud. 11 8 The Pesiktlio Ua.bati differs ,somewhat i:~ its 

version of the three exilest "One aeotion wa.a exiled to the Sam-

bation, and one within the area of the Samba.ti on, which ia as far 
,.......... 

;t'r0m the Sa.mbatidn as that river 1 s from Palestine• and the t'lilird 

went to Daphne of Ravlasah where ·it wa.a swallowed up.. But f 02• this 

last group God will make paths under the earth which they will foll· 

ow until they reaoh the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem- which will 

burst open so that they may come forth." 9 R• Abba, bar Kahana 

givea the location of the places mentioned in II Kings XVIII&9 .. ll 

as f ollowe: 11Halah 1 a _;L7/;1, , Ha.bar i1L_;>_11_~•J _, the river Gozan is 

--P--~-.L'-( (Gange a?) t the cities of tae Medea are ___ : __ f;>ltb. (Ha.raadan) 

an'd its vie il:'.11 ty. But another opd.nion has· it that this last should 

read~~_J/J32'J. (Nehawand) and its vicinity. u lO :innally we have the 

view that when the :redemption comes "the exiles who are within 

the area. of the Saml:>ation, a.ncl those who a.re among the dark mount• 

aina" will be ino luded. This passage goes- cm to interpret Isaiah 
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, . XLIX:9 as referring to 11 the exile a who are within. the Sambatior1, 

·J 

" ' 

" 

:; . 

I area., .those who a.re w:t thin the cloud of da.rkneaa·, 11 and those 

12 who .are at :Daphne of Antoohia. 11 
J 

Thus, acaot.•ding to Rabbinic opinion, the tribes a.re looated 

in the fol~ing places: l) all of them are within the region of the 

sambatio·ni 2) pa.rt are within the region of the Sambatio·n; 3) nart 

are at Daphne of Antoohia; 4) part were o·overed by a cloud; 5) part 

are ·at the Sa.mbation; meaning, on thia side of it; 6) pa.rt are in 

the "dark mountains"; ?)part are in various places between Persia 

and India. The Rabbis knew that the Jewa wel"e widely diaperaed 11 

and to this extent ·their opinions are baaed on facts they had prob .. 

ably heard of .Jews 1~eEdding in the various places they men ti on t 

' assuming, of course, that the place•mames they employ refer to actual· 

plia.oeer; their c.onrieotion of these Jews with members of the ten 

tribes dls no doubt mere speoula.tior1, coupled with vague tradition. 

With the question of where these places to which they ·re:Uer were 

located,. I·.shall not concern mys.elf here. 13 'My conoe,rn is with the 

opinion of the ~iddle Ages on this queation, and wilhh the wide 

ramifications which the imttgination of that visionary age built 

about the simple statements of the Rabbis and the Bible. 14 

There are •arioua r-fe~ences in the apocalyptic literature 

to the ten tribes and/their fe.te 9 but only one carries ua beyond 

the point to which the Rabbis had the temerity to advance, and 

diacuaaes not merely the whereabouts of the tri"bea 11 but also ·tthe 

oircumatanoes surrounding their exille and the conditions of their 

life. "These a.re the ten tribes which(vsre led a.way captive out of 

the:i.r own 1'8.nct i.n the days of Jos ia.h the king, which (tribes) 

Salma.ne.sar 'the king of the Assyrians led away captive;. he carried 

them across the River, and (thus) they were tranaported into anothe':r 
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land. Bl;Jt they took thia counsel among themselves, that they·would 
I' 

leave . the multi tu de of the he a than, and go f 01~th into a land further 

dia~.ant, where the human raae had never dwelt; there at leaat.to 
I 

keep their statutes which they had not kept in their own land. 

And they entered by the narrow pa.a sages of the river :Eu]lh:rE.-tea" For 

the Moat High then wrought wonders for them, and stayed the apringa 

of the Hi ver until they were paaaed over. And th1•ough that country 

the1•e was a great way to go, (a journey) of a. year and a halti; and 

that region wa.a called Arz.a.re·bh. There they have dwelt until the la.at 

times; and now when they are about to oome a.gain, the Moat High 

wiil again e:tay the springs of the Ri;ver, that they may be able to 

pass OVer.ulO '.L'b.e tribes have become an ideal group, S'eekiiJg to 

' inhabit a. land 11where the human race had never dwei t" so that they 

might 11 keep their sta.tutas11 and thoroughly repent theefil fo1·mer sins; 

God ·perfcn•ms miracles for ·them; their return is ·bound up with the 

redempticm. 
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During several centuries we have no definite report that the 

subject of the ten tribes stimulated the imagination to wea.'V'~· new 

fancies• to evoke new pictures of/their fate~ The subject must 

howeve1• have rema'ined one for f.ppectilatio.n, for we do have references 

to the Bnai Moshe; who are involved in the dea·tiny of the t ri'bea, 
16 during these years. Further. Manasseh b. Israel tells us that the 

Christian geographer, Abraham Artelli, repo:rts that in 576, in the 

time of king l)eruaia.a of Persia, the tribe of Naphtt-:i..li waged war 

against the king of Tartary and conquered part of his land. Another 

Christian, .Agatiua, mentions this tribe, with the repo1"t that Wa:ph

tali fought Perusiaa twice. The first time they dealt him a severe 

d.efea.t, fo1•oing an ~gnc1mlinious treaty upon him, by the terms of 

whioh he submitted to their overlordahip. When, after a time, he 

rebelled, his army waa again defeated and he himself kilJ.ed. Other 

historians of Persia mention this war, as does also .A:zariah d.ei 

Ros a i in hi a ___E__!.,J__:J ___ ]_j /.~A_,. l 6a 

These a.coounts of the tribe of Naphtali come from a. late per

iod and it ia uncertain at how early a time they were current. How-

ever the statement. ___ ? __ r_j[f2 _ _p 1_(~ ~- ·/A._.).;[_ ~ o '7 1 _ 1) '•) 1<{ p Onv I 
-~1.6 ___ -;>_ ?_ (; ,, ; K - 0 1 . . .(.> • . w • 

7 ---- ___________ iQ'\; __ n one version o.i. the letter from .i.i.air0wan to 

Zema.h Ga.on17 is clea.r evidence that rumors anent the state of the 

ten tribea were rather scarce in the years preoeci.ing the coming of 

Eldad Ha. Dani• 
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~,Toward the end of the ninth century a strange character appear

ed· upon the, Jewish scene. We know of him from two aou1 .. cea, the letter 

from Ka.irowan to Zemah Ga.on rep1111•ting the arrival of this man from 

a mysterioYs world, and Zemah' s l"eply; and the ___ ~J_-;f!.) __ ~_?_!;__ !_~Q-t the 

story of Elde,d, which has been the popular version of the Eldad 

story through the centuries. I shall summarize these accounts as 

they appear in Abraham Epstein's work on the aubject. 18 

The letter from Kairowan informs the Ga.on that e. at ranger 

ha.a visited the city, a man named El dad Ha Darli, and told. them of 

four tribes, Dan; Naphte.li~ Gad, and Asher, which oocupy the land 

of Havila, where, gold comes from- They have a judge named Abdon, 

and their Jl!lkUHJilllXBf capital punishment is a.ccord:i,ng to the_ a~ )_f_ 

-f ;>, __ ,L'_~_,~0L-1~'X, the four method!i!J of aapi tal punishment preseribed by 

the Babbie. They hafe a powerful,army and aucoeaafully wage war 

a.gains t their enemies, ·the seven kings of Cush, but whoever among 

them is unfitted for war is set a.pa:rt as \)_..A(~_d __ •19 'rhey have 

the entire Torah, but they do not read the Book of Esther in their 

synagogues because they wei"e not present xt when the miracle which 

that bool{ commemorates occurred; nor do they read the Book of I.ism"' 

enta.tions publicly, 'because it is so heartrending. Their Talmud 

mentions no teachers by name, but transmits all its teachirigs as 

coming from God through Moses and Joahua. 20 The four tribes do not 

combine their forces, but wage war as distinct units. Each tribe 

s,penda three months of the year at wa.ri during these months the 

soldiers rest only on the Sabbath, and even then, if they a.re attack

ed they are permitted to defend themselves. Among them are a number 
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of the deaoenda.nts of Saraaon and Delilah, who are extra.ordinarily 
' . 
st'rong and brave, and who are the moat :fearless warriors in their 

m~dat. 21 The memgera of these four tribes speak only Hebrew; Eldad 

apeaka only Hebrew, e.nd claims that he knows no other language, but 

his Hebrew is interspersed with many a trange words. The Talmud of 

these tribes ia written in Hebrew, and is in the main like ours, 
. . 

though some differences exist. Here a l:Lst of halachoth which lUdad 

has repeated to tij.em from the Talmud of the tribes ia introduced. 22 

The il:.ilttter con8inuer:i that Eldad told them that when Israel was 

exiled to Babylon the Bnai Moshe were.asked to t?ing their hymns and 

to play their harps fo1" hhe plea.sure of the conqueroi·. 23 'rhey bit 

off their fingers so that they could not comply with thia request. 24 

A cloud settled about them, raised them with their families. and 

a.11 their belongings and carried them off to Havila, 25 where they 

were set down during the night. In the morni11g they discovered· that 

a rillver o:f' sand and stone a, containing no water26 tiurrounded them. 

Thia river :flowed aix days arid rested on the Sabbath. On Sabbath 

eve a thick aloud encompassed the river and remained there until the 

Sabbath had departed, so that no ome might approach the river while 

it was at reat --· this was the Sambation. 27 In places the river is 

quite narrow and across theae places the f'our tribes communicate 

With the Bnai Moahe. They are shut in by the river, and neither they 

nor the tribes can cfoas to ea.ch other. 

The tribe of Dan in Ha;y,-ila, knew nothing of the destruction 

mf the temple, until the tribes of Naphtali, Gad, and Asher, which 

h 28 
ad been living with Iaaachar but which had left "them as the res-

ult of a quarrel (they had been called .Af b_i)_f"i)_ ____ !.l__&_, descendants 
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" of ae·rvant girls, and were insulted) came to j.ltl±n them in Havila, 

.and told them of the destruction. This ia the gist of the letter 

·.from Kai rowan. 

The reply of Zemah Gaon29 is of interest. He states that he 

had heard of :filldad from two men, R. Isaac~. Mar, and R• Simha, who 

had met him and had repdrted that part of Eldad's tradition accord ... 

ed with Rabbinic tradi tio,n while pa.rt differed. Our scri12tura.l and 

other sources, he writes, attest the veracity 9f hia story for we 

know that in the eighth year of .Ahaz Gennacher:fb exiled the t:r,-ibea 

of Zebulon and NaphtaliJ that waa about sixty-four years after the 

bl)ilding of the aa.notuary. 30 Dan refused to submit to the rule 

-of the foreigner and went to Cush, a rich and fertile land where 

they dwe!tt in peace and in the service of the Lord, ao that they 

possess two c:r.owna, the crown of the Torah and the crown of Domin• 

ic:m. The Rabbis teach that there were ten exiles, four at the hand 

of Sennacherib, four· at the hand of Nebuchadnezzar, one by Vespas

ian and ·on~1 by.Hadrian, but the tribe of' Dan is not mentioned as 

having been included in any one of these, which corroborates the 

tradition that it went to Cuah of ita own accord 135 years before 

the destruction ofthe :first temple.3± 

Zemah welcomes the report that the tribes employ the four 

methods of capital punisb,ment prescribed by the ftabbia' for r J h ' 

strangulation, is not mentioned in the Torah, and San. 52b ha.a it 

that "Any death sentence pres,,k~1. bed in the Torah with ne stipuaation 
3lt:it aa to the method to be employed, r·efera to strangulation, 11 

so that Eldad who doea not possess the later Talmudic law, proves 

th.e truth of. this Talmudic .rule. The Midraah agrees with Eldad 9a 
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story about the. Bnai Moshe an<l the Samba.ti on. The differences between 
' .. 
the halachoth which Eldad cites and o\jrs: a.re due to several reaaoruu 

l) after Mosea' death many of the le.wa which he had received on Mount 

Sinai were forgotten;32 2) and even between the Palestinian and the 

Babylonian versions of the tradition there are a light differences; 
'i., 

3) and besides, it ia quite likely that in his extended wanderinga, 

and the troubles he we.nt th1·ough, Eldad forgot or confused some of 

the halachotht One wou~d ex.pect Elda.dta tradition to have been pre

served in the original tongue, Hebrew. A1;1 to the absence of names 

of t eaohers in his Talmud, the laws were taught anonymously !.luring 

the period of the temple. But the Torah ia one; the Miahn__._a and 

the Talmud all stem from one source. Zema.h praises the ·four tribes. 

for their highly laudable practis'e of praying first for. the welfare 
33 

of the scholars of Babylon and then :f'o1 .. the rest of the Diaspora. 

Several ve1~a1ona o:f' the ~~ (; ")Cl 0 have been published by 

Jellinek, Epstein and Muller. 34 I shall aumin~rize here the version 

which appears in Epstein' a book .a.a 111
r\l 1/ B> o , PP• 22•29, with 

references. where necessary to the other :recensiona ... 35 Thia account, 

written in the first person, tella that Elda.d and a. companion from 

the tribe of Asher went aboard a. t.ra.dtlmg vessel to transact business 

.··~ 1i with the sailors, and that a. storm suddenly arose which drove the 

ship on to a. foreign shore, the land of o /J 1 ,¥/ ') , 36 where it wa.a 

shipwrecked •• The natives of this strange land were ·negilfo canrdbale. 

With little add they seiaed Eldad. and his companion, consumed the 

latter, who was upfortunately plump, and set lilldad a.aide f' or fatten• 

ing, so that he too might make a juicy mea1. 37 After a few months, 

during which time Eldad exerted himself to rema.in thin and unpalatable, 
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" the· country was inva.ded and Eldad was carried off captive among 

·others. 'l1hese captors, among whom he remained as a slave for four 

yeara38 ware fire~worahippera. 3i He was finally taken to the city 

of ~ '5 K , 40 where a Jew from the tribe of Isaacha.r purchased him 

for thrity•two gold pieces, and brought him to hif:I land. in the mount

ains of P/~.A • 
41 

The tribe of Iaaachar is nominally under Persian 

rule, but their aole interest is iorah. 42 They live in peace and 

enjoy g:rea..t pros1)erity, possessing large herds o:f' cattle and camels 

and asses~ but no horaes, and other possessions and many slaves. 

They speak Hebrew and I>eraian. 43 They have no weapons of war, for 

there is rio need of these among them; there is no dieaenaiori among 

-the members of the tribe; nor is there any thievery; if' they co:{f!e 

across money or garments on ·the road they do not even attem:pt to 

take possession of them. 'Jlhei1· judge is named Nahahon; they preserve 

the four methods of capital pun~hmmnt prescribed by the Rabbis. 

They do not. do their own work in the fields, but purchase what they 

need. 44 

Zebulon lives ne~ir-by in the mouritai ns of 

inhabits hair-tents. They, too, prea.erve the {'1 .A~~&0-'-/J "';ii_._. 

They are independent, owing allegiance to no outside power. '.I.1hey 

support themselves through trading. 

Reuben is to be f'ot:.md to the north, beyond the moun~na of 

F~ran .. It is a. warlike tribe, and is often joined on ita raiding 

expeditions by Zebulon. In m!act, these two tribe.a employ the t1•ade 

. 46 of highway-robbery a.a thei:r;• main source of income. Thia tribe, 

too, speaks Hebrew and Peraian. 47 

These three tribes pqsaess the Bible~ the Mishna, the Talmud, 



Y"!I ... 
12 

1 ', 

and the Midrashim. On the Sabbath they read the Torah in Hebrew and 

expound it in Persian. 

Ephraim and half the tribe of Manasseh are in the mountt::dna 

near Mecca .• 'rhey are mighty men, hard, seasoned warrio·ra and highway 

men, and are expert horsemen. They aubaia't almost exclusively on 

their s:poi l. 

Simeon and lb.alf the tribe of Manasseh are in the land of the 

Chaldean a, 48 six months• d.iatanoe .from the other tribes.· '11hey form 

a mighty and nu~eroua people; and exact tribute from twenty-five 

kings, some of them Moalems. 49 

The account continues afteF· this enumereition of the ten tribes 

wh:ii.ch dwell in Asia, to report 'that the s.orry plight of the two 

tribes d>f Judah a.nd Benjamin, in the Diaspora, aubjected. to the 

tyranny of non-Jews., .ia known t<> the four tribea which dwell in 

Havila, and that they sympathise with their unhappy brethren. A 

tradition of the tribe of Dan has it that when ,Jeroboam built the 

goibden calves. and called upon Iara.el to revolt against the a:outhern 

kingdom, the tribes of the north refused to shed the blood of their 

brethren. His counsellors adviaed him that s,iefrre the tribe of Dan 

contained· the best w-arr:iors of all the northern tribes, he should 

employ them to lead the I'evolt. But Dan; too, refused to participate 

in the internecine conflict. Instead they prepared to fight Jeroboam 

himself. However, God would not permit them to carry out this resolve, 

and they determined. to X!iMl! leave)the country. They planned in turn 

to remove to l!1gypt, Ed.om and Moab, but in deference to the Biblical 

Prohibitiona 50 they follwwed the course of the river Pishon 51 an 

camels until they reached Cush, south of Egypt" where they subdued 

the native inhabitants and remained to multiply and enjoy great 

. I 
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prosperity. Some time after this event the king of' Assyria invaded 

Israel and e::ciled Reuben and Gad and one half Manasseh to Halah .and 

Habor, on the river Gozam., .and to the cities of the Med.es; a second 

time he came and exiled .Asher and Naphtali to Assyria. After his 

death Naphtali, Gad and Asher r~moved to Cush, to Havila, where they 

still reside with J)an,, and join tha t~.ribe in fighting of~the seven 

kings of Cush. The name of their king is Uaziel, and the ,chief 

prince is Eliaaphan of the sons of Oholeab of the tribe of Dan. 52 

The banner of their king is white. with the Shema inscribed upon 

it in black characters. In war time they muster 120,000 men. Each 

tribe spends three months of t.he year at w~r, and di vi des its spoil 

among its own members. The descendants of San1son of the tribe of 

53 Dan are the fiercest warriors in the tribe; they spend all thai:r 

time in wax-f.are .• The four tribes have a unique war .. aong54 and fight 

with the Shema on their lips. After a war the king divides the spoil 

among the people, first taking his share:, then apportioning a 

share to tht.~ scholars, and. then giving the balance of the people 

their portion. '!'hey possess the Bible, the Miahefr}, the Talmud, and 

the Midrashim, which they tE:>acnnl;:;)_f') '6JL1 __ ~fl __ LL'f'.0K_.'_~A_ 1 /J-j~Lo£/iJ' __ 1.0!L, 

mentioning no other tea.ob.era by name. 

The· tribe of thc:i Bne,1 :Moshe ldlvea, near them, beyond the river 

Sambatiori. They communicate Wei th the four tribes by shouting 

acf\oaa the river, or by sending pigeons acroas with messages. tied 

to their legs. 55 They are :f'.ive"ttimes the number of the ,Tewa who 

left Egypt. On the Sabbath a fire blazes along the bank of the Sam•. 

bation which the four tribes inhabit, so that none may approach 

the river, or crmas it. Then follows Eldad's genealogy back to Dan 

and Jacob. 
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Another ve:t-aion of the lilldad story which is interesting for 

its devti.a. ti ona from the above a.ccoult"rl\s is preserved in the work of 

the Karaite, J1:.1dah Hada.asi, Eshkol Hakofer. 50 This acClount has it 

that Eldad and his companion we:re seized. by cannibals while on a :t 

trading voyage. The other was inuned~a.tely consume4 while Elda.d was 

pu.t aside to. fa.tten. He waa fortuna.tely taken ill• so taat he could. 

neither eat nor drink, and so remairJed too/thin for consumption. One 

ni.ght when he heard that his captor had le.ft his home he eacaped 

from the pit where he waa cont:ined• found a a.word. and killed all 

the inhabi tan ta. of his captor's house, a.nd es.caped to the river. 

The members of the tribe purE1tu:~d him, but cou.ld not enter the river 

after him because their feet were like sponges which soaked uw the 

waterl Eldad swam a long distance and then found a tree
1
floatiug 

on the surface o~:bhe river which carried him to Egypt. There he sold 

the tree and with the proo~eds returned to his native land. Hadassi 

continues with a tale of dwarts who were abnually required to fight 

off an invasion Of birds, which they did one year with the aid of a 

giant from Conatantinopl$. It is not clear what connection this 

story has with the Eldad account. He concludes .with the remark that 

the s.tory whdt.ch Eldad had told about the Jews beyond the Sambaticrn 

is correct, for/va know that a compi:iby of righteous Israelites was. 

secreted beyond t.he Samba ti on before the exile; theae kl!lll1'1 observe 
ex .. · •.···, · 

the precepts of the Torah, but have no Mishna, i'1'ofudrrah, or oaler1_~ 

dation such as oura. 

Thia is then the astounding story which Elda"d incorporated. 

into the legendry of his 1)eople, 57 which served to feed their im; 

a.giria.tions, and which :produced as its offspring a continual flow 

Of equally astounding tales of the discovery of the ten tribes 



l5 
.~ . . '' 

through the centuries until the very present. It will be of value 

to summarize the main elements of his acco•,lil.nt so that we _may foll .. 

ow them through their vicias.i tudes in later years. 

1) Eldad told. of fou:r:· tribes which res.ide in Havila, in the 

land of Cush, which is probably in the south of Arabia, Yemen, or 

across the Gulf of Aden, on the east caa.at of Africa; and of the other 

six tribes reaiding in various places in Asia. 2) These tribes are 
, 

independent, hav~in~rulera who are chosen from their own midst. 

3) 'Xhey are powerful warriors,. strong and fearless, waging war 

succe.asfully upon. their neighbors and subduing them, having in one 

· ~( case as many as twenty-five kings subject to them. 4) They &re pros-

perous, own large ]properties in fldlcks, lands and slaves, and 

support thernsel;vea through trading, farming and taldng spoil. 5) They 

remain good Jews, have the Torah, the Mishna, the Talmud and the 

Midra~h. The differences which exist between their tradition and that 

of Judah and Benjamin a.re slight and easily explainable. 'l'hey teao.h 

their tra.di tion __ ~ ____ j}.'})_&f_1) _!iY/L ,_dl..L 1ci)J I ~}v•_ I vJJ . • They have the trad-

itional four metho,da of capital punishment. They still speak Hebrew, 

alcmg with Persbt.n and Arabic. They read the Torah on the Sabbath 

in Hebrew awl expound it i.n Peraie.n. They retain a lively in tereat 

in the f'ate of their brethren, the tribes of' Judah and Benjamin. 

6) Among them there is a group set aside speci:f'ioally for atµdy, 

and in fact an entire tribe, that of Issa.char. ia devoted to that 

pursuit. ? ) Among the tribe of Dan are to be foun'd the descendants. 

of Samson and Delilah, who are the foremost warriors of all. 58 

8) Near the four tribes is the Sambation river, and across that 

river dwell the Bnai Moshe, whose life bo1•dera: on lllhe Utopb1:n. 

I 
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We" shall have occasion to meet theae qualities of the ten 

trtbes which the Eldad story portrays ao eloquently and so dri-:tmat

ically from time to time in various guises, from the peps of d.ivers. 

writers in many centuries. 1Jlldad's story beyond question has been 

the baais of thE~ later accumulation of legend about the subject of 
not 

the ten tribes- but this is/due solely to the great popularity of 

the book, but also to the fact that the elements involved were even 
J"8"'"' 

before El.dad. part of' Jewish t:x·a.dition which all Jews posaessed and 

which El dad re inf oi"oed, and that· the Jews were predisposed by their 

phyaic~-i..1 ai tuation in the Diasporf! and their consequent paychologic• 

al reaction to all auah stories, to continue toying with the poss• 

ibil,ities. of the situation. 59 

There has been much difference of opinion among modern schol

ars as to the truth of Eldad 9 a story and the character of the man, 60 

but the medieval readers of his account almost unanimously accepted 

it aa true and. handed it down from generation to generation a.a a 

faithful account of the ten lost tribes. 

Saadia seems to accept the fact of the· existence. of the Bnai " 

Moshe as a distinct entity. In his Arabic commentary to Psalm LXX 

he states that _ __!~Cl)GIJ\_ia equivalent to ___ ---~J( ___ 'L~_[_~f~-~-, a 

prayer by or for the Bnai M.oshe. 60a 

In the middle of the tenth century we hear another r\1mor con

cern irig one of the tribes~ Dan again .. Dunash ibn Tamim, in his commen

tary to the Safer Yezia:ah, whioh has been attributed to R. Jacob b. 

Nissim, makes the following statement: "If God will help me and 

lengthen my days, I saa.11 complete the book which I have begun, in 

Which I attempt to show that Hebrew is the first of all languagea; 

that it ia the tongue which Adam spoke; an~ that after i't came .Arabic 

Which is closely related to .l:iebrew ............. ..-.'-1-he substance of this 
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I have received from the children of the Dani te who came to us from 
; . ,' 

the land of Israe1. 1161 On the basis of this passage an attempt has 

been mad.a to show 'that Eldad J.ived during the time of Dunash, but 

this is impossible for various reasons. nor, indeed, were it true 

that Eld.ad lived in the time of Dunaah, does his reference to Dani tea 

in the plural t who knew Arabic and discoursed learnedly on it to 

him at some length, have anything in common with the account of 

:llildad that we have. He is evidently referring here to people in 

P~leatine who claimed to be :Oanites, or, more likel.y, to people 

coming to·:Paleatine from independent lands who claimed to be Danites.. 62 

Toward the end of the eleventh century63 we have another rumor 

about the ten tribes, directly bound up with a lVIeasianic movement 

which seems to have attained. consider&ble proportions. A letter which 

David Kaufmt:tnn pt.tblished 64 apprises us of the f aa t that the J·ews 

of Germany looked. for the comirig of the Messiah in the 256th lunar 

cycle; based on the word /.J1 .. 256 in Jeremiah XX.XI.a.?, which cycle 

would end in the year 1104. Certain events which occured atfuat 

time confirmed them in their view& the first Crusade, which they 

interpreted to be the great world war between God and lVIagag which 

must :precede the coming of the Messiah, and further a report that 

the ten tribes, behind the dark mountains were preparing to untte 

with th,e other two tribe a to fight the common enemy, and redeem the 

people of Israel. According to this report the dark mountains, 

situated near Germany, had all at once become lit up with great 

brilliancJ, a.nother sign of the end of the contemporary w~rld ord.er. 65 

The writer of the letter, Menahem b. Eliah, states that French Jews 

had at that tirne sent a special messenger to Constantinople to pro-
l 
! 
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cure information on the course of events. It seems from the letter 

that a movement of' Gei·man Jews had co:rrunenced toward the eaat, in 

an tioipation of the coming of the Messiah, to. be near Palestine 

when the great moment would arrive. 66 Even the Kha:Zara were report .. 

ed to have joined this movement. Signs and wonders weare J)erformed 

everywhere; Elijah appeared and. re-appeared.; in· Salonica, where the 

Jewish community had been severely mis·treated, the Jews were given 

complete freedom; taxes were abolished, and. other marked signs of 

favor were shown them. 67 This is all the infoi"mation that the· 1etter 

of Mena.hem gives us;. we may im.&.a.gine the end of this :Messianic move ... 

ment, about which riothing more than we have here lks known, when 

we realize that instead of the ten tril':Jtrn the enthusdaats who sur-

vived the arduous journey fouud the.Crusaders awaiting them in the 

eaaj;. 

Abra.ham Ya.gel 68 infoi~ms us of another event in Germany during 

the aame period of' the Crusades; in which the ten tribes were in

volved. It seems that a. wicked king had come into power who permitted 

hims.elf to come under the influence of a certain priest who hated 

the Jewa, and. who by his ability to perform magi a intended to ser

iously harm them. The Jews requested the king to grai.nt them time 

• 1 to secure an equ~lly potent champion, which he did. Just as. this res• 

pi te expiwed a man f rom~he ten tribes appeared· who by his auperip:r.~ 

magic conf ou.nded this evil priest and saved the Jew a from deatruot

iori. 69 

R, Abra.ham b. Hiya, the astronomer, ( 1065-1136) saya in his 

book ';') ~ ~IJ .A ~fl c "And if you aay there are seventy-two peoples 

accoi·ding to the scholars, and in conformity with the seventy-twp 

elde1·a whom Moses gathered from among Israel (including Elda.d and 

Medad who remained in the camp) and here only seventy of them are 

I' 
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a-numerated, and you ask, where are the other two? I say to you, the 

one is the Bnai Moahe, for God promised Moses that his sona would 

be a great people, as it is written 'And I will make of thee a nation 

greater and mightier than they,' so tha. t in the time of the Messie1.h 

his sona would constitute one great peon:U.e of the aeventy .. two nations, 

and the other is the Bnai Levi. 1170 
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Our next important report of the ten tribes comes from Ben-

jamin of 'fudela, who from 1160 to ll ?3 j ou1•neyed through eastern 

Europe, Asia and northern Africa. The record of his voyages and 

his expe1~1ences is one of the moat important travel accounts of the 

Middle .Ages., and for the report of Jewish conditions which it presents, 

it is ineatimably va,luable. ?l Benjamin was intensely interested in 

the Jewish oommuni ties of the ci tie a which he viai ted, and reco1~ds 

faithfully what he saw. He also :reports many interesting itmms which 

he did .not see himself', but which he learned through the agency of 
?2 others.. .Among these is an interesting ace cunt of members of' the 

ten tribes. 
73 A distance of twenty-eight days from Thibet, he saya, are 

the mountains of Nisabur, on the ri ve.r Gozan.. It is said that among 

these mountains of Niaabu.t dwell four tribes of Isrt:i.el, Dan, Zeb-

ulon, Ashe1" and Naphtali, the fira.t group of exiled which Salmanasa.r 

deported. They possess an extensive territory in the mou~ins, which 

comprises many large ·Cities and villages. 1rhey are not embjec.t to 

foreign rule, but are· governed by a prince from among themselvea:9 

named Joseph A~arkala Halevi. There are many scholars among them. 

They are farmers, and tc lso carry on war e:x:tensi vely, even th:rough 

the desert to the border of Cush (India?). 74 
They have an alliance 

with the Kofar al Turak, a fierce w~rlike tribe, who worship the 

wind, and dwell in the desert; who eat raw meat, and have instead 
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of noses two s.mall holes through which they breathe. qB Not long be

fore Benjamin heard of them, these latter had invaded a province 

of the l<:ingdom of Persia and looted it. In reprisal the king of , 

Persia advanced against them with a large La.ri;µy. But the guide lost 

his way in the desert an~the king waa left in a sorry plight, with 

a large army lost in the desert and his food supply rapidly giving 

out. The army wandered along until it. c'une, on a Sabbath76 to the 

mountains of Nisabur. On the fl&nks of these mountains they found 

large, fruitful orchards unguarded and in the distance they dis• 

ce1•ned a large city. The army spread through/the orchard and regaled 

itself unmolested. Then the king sent two messengers to the city or1 

i;he hill. These told the guard at ·tthe gate, 11 We are subjects of 

the king of Persia, and we have o ome ·t;o inquire whom you serve. 11 

The guard replied, 11 We are Jews, and there is no king or ruler over 

us from a for~ign nation; we have one ruler and he is a Jew •. 11 The 

messengers further inquired concerning the I<:ofar ·al Turt:i.k of whQm 

they were in search; but the J'ewish guard refused to gi·ve them any 

fulfoi•mati on on the ground that they were the allie§I of the Jews, 

and ihat whoever a tta.cked them, enlisted the op:pos'iion of the Jews 
1'/ 

as well. The messengers returned to the king with this report. 11 The 

king was very much affrighted by this news. On· the next day the 

Jews notified the king to prepa.re to defend himself': against their 

attack, but the klng replied, 'I have con1e to wage war not .:.gainat 

you but a.gail'.lat the Kofar al Turak, my enemies.. And if you insia;t 

on· a t'tacking me I will take vengeance on the Jews wb.o are in my 

:i kingdom, and kill them all, for I know that you are stronger than 
:.i, 

·..i ~ me iri thl s sit ua ti orJ. ' ••••••• And the J·ewa dee ided ainong tl1ems.el ve s 
1'; 

.- : 

d to c amply with the request of the king of Pelftsia. because of the J·ews 
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who were in his kingdom, 1177 and consequently permitted his' army to 

enter their country and tI·eated him with great honor. But they re

mained faithful to their allies and warned them of the approach of 

the king so ·tha.t they defended themselves and defelited him. 78 One 

of these Jews from the mountains of Niaabur, n. Moses, was taken to 

Persia. by a knight and enslaved. '.11his man won renown as an archer; 

the king became interested in him, but though he offered him many 

inducements to be co.nverted, he remained true to his faith. It was 

from thia R. Moses that l3enjamin learned this story. 

Benjamin has one other report of the tribes. He records 7~ 

that twenty-one days' journey through the desert of Sheb.a. or al-

Yemen80 are the a.bodes of Jews called ~.)·"> u,v , Rechabi tes. 81 

Their ruler is Rabbi Ha.nan the prince. They poaaeaa a large country 

where they rule independently, being subject to no foreign power. 

"They undertake warring expeditions into distant countries with 

the desert Arabs, their neighbors and allies .. Their neighbors all 

fear these J'ewa. Some of them are farmers- and cattle raisers. They 

gi've a ti the of 1their :ppsseaaions to the scholars, who spend all 

their time in the study of' the Law, and to t.he poor and to the a.so.et ... 

ics, the ___ -2._1i£J_J' __ 'hKI /•_J '-~IC,, who ea.t no meat and dritlk no wine, 

wear blaok garments., and live in caves or hidden houses, and fast 

every day but Sabbaths and hg!d-idays, and cont·inually implore the 

mercy of God for the Jews in exile, that he have compassion on 

them for the sake of His Name, a.a well as on the Jews of 11ema. and 

Te~mas. In the latter city there are about 100,,.000 J·ewa who are 

governed by their prince Salmon,, brother ·of the pri11ca Hanan, who 

are descended of the house of ..Ua.vid, and p.osseaa a genealogical 
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tabla which attests thia. In lawsuits where they a.re· doubtful of 

the proper decision they coi•respond with their relative, the prince 

of;' the captivity in Bagdad. They fast forty daya each year, and 

:pray for a .. 11 the J"ewa who are in exile. 1182 

Benjamin proceeds to tell of their extensive lands, their 

beautiful citi(i!s,,, their geea.t wealth, and the large number of 

Jews who inhabit that land. Then he remarks, 11men say that they 

are the tribes of Reuben,,. Gad, an<l half the tribe of Manasseh,, who 

were carried into captivity by Balmanasar, king of Assyria, and 

were brought there, where they built these great; fortified cities, 

and carry on war with all the ldngdoma round about i they cannot be 

reached with ease beoauaa of the eighteen day journey through the 

d~aert which separates them :from the rest of the world. 1183 

Benjami.n did not visit the countries where he places these 

tribes of Israel, nor does he pretend to have done sol not only 

a.re the accounts of the tribes in the second part of his book which 

he devotes to things he has learned of from hearsay rather than 

from personal experience, but in ~ddition he is careful to indicate 

that these are hearsay reports. It is clear, then, that these reports 

of the. ·t ribea were cut-rent in the countries through which he travelled, 

and that the 1oat tribes were a. fairly lively topic of discussion 

and comment, and invention. 

Benjamin also mentions other independent Jewish tribes in 

the Orient which he does not refer to as being part of the ten 

tribes, but we may be aure that l!Lo his imaginati va readers of the 

mid~le ages, thia omission was no preventive to making the connection 

and thzlmking of them as part of the tribes. So he tells us that "in 

Tarmod (Tadmor or Palmyra) there ar~ about two thousand J'ews. They 

are valiant in war and fight· with the Christa.ins and with the Arabs, 
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who are under the dominion of Nur-ed .. din, the kii:ig, and help the 

. Ishmaeli tea their neighbors. At thei:r head are R .. Isaac Hajvani, R. 

Na.than, and R. Uzziel. 1184 Andlther group of :l.11de:pendent Jews is 

to be found in tha land of Mula.hid, four}ftaya t j iburney from Nehawend. 

(in Persia) a "among thern (the inhabi ta.nta of that land) there are 

four comuitmities of Israel who go forth with them in war-time. They 

are not under the rule of the king of Persia, but reside in the 

high moun·taina, and descend from these mountains to pillage and ta 

capture booty, and then return to the mountains, and none can over

come them. trhey· are under the tia.uthority of the Head of the Captivity 

in I3abylon. n85 

We may summarize Benjamin's reports of tb.e tribes as followai 

l) They are independent, and are r.·uled by one of' themsel vea, who 
I 

ira a descendant ofjthe house of David. 2) There are many scholars 

among them; scholarship is an honored purauitl they support these 

s.cholara, as well as thEbir poor. and the a.scetioa. 3) They a.re 

prosperous farmers and herders, possess vast ter1•i tori es, and beaut .. 

iful cities.; they are very numerous. 4) They are valiant warriors, 

ancl a pend muc·h time in warfare; they are generally feared. 5) They 

o'bserve the Sabha.th and the holidays, and in other w~ys show that 

they are ~ood J·ewa. 6) 'l'hey are of good moJ.•Gtl cha1•ac ter, as evidenced 

by the fa_ct that they are fa.i thful to their allies. ? ) They are 

interested in the welfare of their Jewish brethreri, f 01~ they will 

not jeopardize their well-being, a.nd pray for them; they mourn the 

loss of Jerusalem and the ruin o:f Zion; they reoognize the authority 

of the lTixila.rch. 

It is of intereat to note that Petahia.h of Ratiebon., who trav

elled to the east in the years 1178-1185 11 immediately following 

Benjammn ts trip, haa left us in his p(/n ~ f~o no report of the tribes 

i 
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whatsoever. '1.~his is especially surprising in view of the fact that 

BenJmnim but a few years before had heard so much about them. 

lP.etahliah howevei1~- does tell us that the descendants of the Rech

abi tea live among the dark mountains.86 

"The apostate .Joahua Lore a (Hieronymus de Sane ta J?ide) 

pret,e.nq§," aooording to Neubauer87 11 to have found in the letters 

of Ma.imonidea that the ten tri'bes formed a great nation, of which 

one part was under the dominion of Pe::i:•sia~ whose king waa ca.'lled 

by the Arabs the great Sul tan, while another pa.:r:•t remained indepen

dent in the neighborhood of the land of Prester J··op,n, with whom 

they made an alliance.u88 

Abraham Ya.gel, in his /)Jt\J~ Ill'' .A1 ~, also. a.saei•ta that Maimonides 

expressed a. positive opinion on the subject of the ten tribes, and 

in fact, quotes from his res.ponaa. He says, 11Moreove:r~ in Maimon

ides' letters, which are not ye:b printed, it is stated as followas 

'As to your question concerning the ten tribes, know ye, that their 

existence is quite certain,: and we expect .tknt:m daily their arrival 

from the dark mour1tuina, the river of Gozan, and the :river .Sambat• 

ion, places where now they are hidden away ••••••••• ll~urther 9 children 
' 

of the Rechabitea oame at that time, of whom my father (blessed be 

his memory) told me that they observe the precepts of theJ:r ances

tors; that they a.re nume1•oua a.a the sand of the sea.; that they 

expect the help of God;. a.nd that they know the judgments, statutes 

a.rid mysteries of the T..1aw. 11
89 

During the thirteenth centruy we have but two rneagre refer

ences to the tribea. R. Tanijum Yeruahalmi in ids commentary on 

Lamenta:.tiona sayas 11 p1fo ~~3 (La.m. IV:B) is lil<:e 1 '1·e~r ,,3~ -~p!\tQ. 1 
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(Pa. OI!:o}. There are· those 'Who translate, in a.coord.ancrn with the 

explanation of a desert Jew known as the nanite; who tra.cea his 

ancestry toihe tribe of Dan; that clinging ( ffll';.)l)) is also ex

press.ad by ?eJ3 • 1190 Of. course this may be a reference to :mlda.d Ha. 

Dani s iMilar to other such referemces to him, 91 but it rnay also be 

a. reference to some man in the time of R .. Ta.nhum who came frfim the 

desert and claimed to be a Danite. 9? 

A fragment of an old document 1Nhich A. Ha.rltavy published 93 

info1•ms us that a certain Jacob Ha Nasal, of the hous.e of David, 

a magiaian who lived in Susa,mabu1m:ui2&Qxmut some time between 

1240 and 1276 travelled to the dark mountafns, 1Nhich he finds are 
93a called thu13 because they are covered by dark, low clouds. 

There he found four Jewish communities livin$ in pea,ce and plenty 

in a land where no wild beas,t :nor drawn sword was to be found .. 

Theae people were farmers, who lived in tents and spoke rAra.maic. 

When he to1d them of the misfortunes he had. encountered in his 

travels•· they were very aymp;-.i. the tic. They took him acroas. · the Sam ... 

bation to their king, who a.eked after the customs of the two tribes;, 

Judah a.nd Benjarnin, in their exile, and whether they recognized the 
93b . . . existed 

P' )Jh 'l,::.Y';l a , whether there w:u among them hatred, and 

envy, and false swea..ring. J~cob replied in the affirmative. 'rhe 

king toii~him that because this was ao they had lengthened the per~ 

iad of the exile~ for if these sins were not to be found among them 

the redemptio·n would have o orne in 1240. Jacob stayed araong these 
.. 

people for some time. He reports that. when they encamped for war 

their army covered an area forty miles by three in extent; they 

were accompanied by a pillar of fiee by night and a pillar of cloud 

by dayf their movements· were directed by a certain ;pro:Phet who 
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resided among them .. 1'his prophet ordered him to tell his '.brethren 

in exile to turn from their evil ways$ for the redemptio,n would 

come in. 1276, and they must be prepared for the great event" Jacob 

a.sl<:ed for a·Jsign ao that they would believe him when he transmitted 

to them this message, for they are a. stiff-necked people. The pro:]Jh· 

et gave him as a sign certain tt·nwneatt and made him promise that he 

would use them to bring about the 4"S:Pentance of the Jews. Ja.eob 

returned to his cruty, Susa., and told all thia, and. whell people ask

ed for a sign-. he made the walls fall by the use of these 11 names 0 • 

Then all the atiff•neoked J'ewa and ·even the apostates repented. 

Jacob dema.nded of the king of Persia that he withdraw his evil 

decrees, a.gains.. t the Jewa, and when. the king responded by· increasing 

his persecutions, Jacob uttered the Ineffable Name and most of the 

inhabitants. of th~) city di ed. 1rhe king apologised and mended hia 

ways. Then letters were dispatched. to all the J'ewiah co~uni ties 

of the Diaspora appris.ing them of this great event. 

The strength of the contemporary belief in the continued exe 

istence of the tribes is illustrated by the fac~ that Abraham ben 

Samael Abulafia (who lived from 1240 to some time after. 1291) set 

out for Pa.lea tine to find t.he Samba ti on and the ten tribes. His 

quest was interrupted by the Crusades. What immediate cause deter

mined him to undertake his journey is unknown. 

The fourteenth century is strangely ai lent concerning the 

t,i'bea. Yet an incident which occurred during this century ia sig

n:lif.ica:n t of the strength with which both Jews and Christians held 

the belief that ·the ten tribea ati.11 existed, though in thi.s ca.se, 
' 
~ 

at lea.st pa.rt of them not in a d~s.tant la..nd, but in the midat of 

their brethren of Judah and Benjamin. When Alfonso XI expelled the 

Sarao ens from Tole do, the .Jews of that city petitioned the king 
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for permission to remain, on the ground that they had no·t
1 

been in

volved in the crucifixion of J"eaua, since they were descended from 

a part of/the ten tribes which had been exiled to Ta.r~hish .. Their 

petition wa.a grantedJ 94 

J:>e 
In 1419, the y~ar which waa computed to" the date of the fulfil-

ment of Obadiah' a prophecy against Edom ·.(Rome), .roseph b. Jehuda 

Sarko, teacher and secretary in the first half of the fifteenth 

century to various Italian communi ties 11 sent/& letter to R. Am.ram, 
9~· 

Nagid of Egypt, introducing to him two Italian Jews .• \J This letter 

tells· that a ruw,or had reached Europe that the ten tribes were 

rising to f:te·e their brethren from the oppression to which they 

were subjected in ihe exile. In Niaan, 1419, (the month of rederap

tio.n), an embassy had . arrived at the Papal court in Rome, bearing 

this rumor. 96 The two men bearing this letter of introduction, 

R. Elias, and :a. Benjamin b. Elhana.lll, both scholars of repute, had 
1· 

been dispatched by the Jewish community to obtain further info1·mat

ion, i:f' poss.ible, in Egypt. They would go into detail on certain· 

points which the letter slurred over, of neceasi ty. J'ose;ph b. J·eh .. 

uda bespoke the Na.gid's assistance in their mission. 

In 1454, we hear, 97 a report was current that ·the Sambation 

had. dried up andfhat the tribes were crossing to wage war against 

Prester John, the Chriatia.n monarch, and subsequently to destroy 

the entire Christian civilization. 

In 1456 R • .Abraham Ha Levi, a. meshulach from Jeruaalem 11 

aa.rrie d wi t.h him a letter 11 dated ·that yee:r, which apprised the 

Jews of Europe that merchants had brought letters to the king of 

Egypt from Prester John to the effect that the king of the J"ewa was 

waginf ter~ib le war upon him, a.ml that his defeat was certain 

less Egypt .came to his assistance against the common enemy. 98 

un ... 
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The king, fearing that the Jews i:r1 Egy:pt would go to the aid of the 

Jewish king, in the event that he next attacked him, decreed a gen

eral expulsion of Jews from his lands. Bu·t he f'ell 'Very ill, and 

the Jews with the aid of God. and some bribes induced his physieians 

to tell him that. his illness we-is a divine :punishment for his .evil 

decree of expuls1on. "Then the king turned to them imd s .. sked whether 

they didn't know that their king, who is destiried to redeem them,. 
' 

had risen with a tremeridous army of Jewa and is daily waging war 

against Pteater John? And that they have already conquered even 

mightie21 empires/than their own? '.tthe J·ews of Egypt would no doubt wish 

to unite themselves t ~their own kingdom, which would certainly 

attack him. Fo:r.• this reason he wished. to either drive the Jews, 

from his .kingdom altogether, or kill them, or convert them .. 1199 

The Jews argued with the king, told him the stories o:f Pharaoh and 

of Sisera who try as they: might, cou:ld not frustrate t htf, will of' 

God, and finally/induced him to revoke his decree .. 100 

lsaac Abarbanel, (143?-1508), has, an iriteresting note in his 

commentary on J·eremhih IIIs14, where he aaya: "I have seen a trua.t ... 

worthy document, brought by certain weerternera who travel from 

Portu"°'gal to India to import spiqes, and who testify that they met 

there (in India) many Jews and received.this document from·the hand 

of one of their learned men .. These: Jews claim that they are dea:cend .. 

ed :from those whom Sennacherib exiled from the cities. of Judt::~h before 

the destruction of Jeruaa.lam, and. whom he plaoe4 gehin<l, the dark 

mountains, whence they did not return at the time of the seco11d tem

ple. 11 101 

During the fifteenth dentury a letter purport;ing to come from 

Prester John_102 achieved a good deal of po.pulari ty among Jews in a 
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Hebrew translation in two forms, one addressed to the Emperor :B1red

erick and one to the Pope, the latter of which exists in two versions, 

one to a.n anonymous Pope and the olb.her, dated 1442, to J?ope Eugenius 

IV. These letters contain very intereerting information about the 

ten tribes. 

The following passage is from the letter addressed to ihe 

anonymous Pope: ttK.now that from the stone sea flows a river, which 

comes from Paradise, passing between JiJa and the great country of 

the mighty Daniel, king of the J·ews. This river flows all the week 

days, but remains quiet on the Babbath day. When full, this· ri'ver 

carries a great quantity of pr•aious stonesi consequently, no one 

can pass it except on· the Sabbath. But we watch the Jews, for if they 

should pass they would cause great. miBchief to the whole world, to, 

the Christians, the Ishmaelites, as well as to all the natiOllS and 

tongues, under the Heaven, for no nation could. resiLst them. :Sut we 

have in this region sixteen great and fortified cftiee, built of 

atones, which we may a all the strongest oi ties in the world. The 

distance from one ~ to the other is half a. mile; each ci t;y is 

prov-ided. with a thousar1d horsemen, ten thousand foo:b-soldiera, and 

ten thousand archers, who watch the mil>untains and its passages, in 

o:r;·der not to let the Jews pass.; they are indeed so numerous that 

if once they cross ove:t'it they could fight the whole world. Know 

also, thai.t for each of' my fortresses the King Daniel possess ten; 

the J"ews a.re so rich in precious atonea. that they oonstl·uct their 

houses with them, as we do with coll.ioured stones. Do not consider 

as exaggerated what I re:pol:'t concerning the King Daniel, for he 

has with him three hundrtJd Jewish kings, whase people have submitted 

to him& besides the"e, Daniel has also three thousand dukea:, counts:, 
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and other imp111rtant men t in .fact, we know that his land is endless; 

d h h '),. h ,;i f th.' l h h d t 1' i 11
103 an e w o 11as never ear~ o is peop e as ear no 11 ng. 

The passage anent the tribes in the letter a.d.dreas·ed ito the 

Emperor Frederick is as follows: "On the one side of our cotmtr;Y: 

is a river, on the border of which all kinds of e:x:dellent ac:tm:x11u1 

spices are found .. Near to it is another river, full of stones, which 

falls into the ocean, which flows between the sea and the Nine Tribes 

of Is~ael. This river runs all the week till the Sabbath day·, when 

it rests; it carries large and. small stones to ihe sea, like a riiter 

of water does; consequently the Nine Tribes. of Israel cannot pa.as 

the river. On the other side we have f orty ... four towns, built of 

very strong stones, and the distance between one ~n and e.nother 

is not more than a bowahot. And in order to guard them we have 

44 1 000 horsemen, 50, 000 bowmen, and ~'SO, 000 r..aen on horseback (?) guard 

the cities from an attack by the childfen of Israel, f'o:t' if they 

could pa.ea the river they would destroy the world. The lsrl:.l..elitea 

possess ten of the c i tie a. We make known to you that for these ten 

cities, and for other expenses which we are obliged to make :for 

the great king of larael, he gives ua yearly a hundred camels, loadG 

ed with gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; besides this he 

pays a tribute for our not ravaging the land which li:bes between us 

and themselves. Know also that the graat king of Israel has under 

his dominion 200 kings, who hold their lands only with his permission. 

J3esid.es these kings there are 2,300 governors. and princes. In his 

countrjes flow the two rivers coming from the Garden of Eden. On 

the mountains near our town dwell Gog and l\![agog; they are called 

so because they are descendants of two bribthers. of Isr~ieli tif1h fam
. AA 

ily, the one called Gog and the other Mag~s. and from them our ancea-
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tors have conquered our cities. And at the :foot of this mountain, 

from t.he side of Iara.el, we have the great city called el< 1 1/;;, 

which is impregnable, except by treachery.11 104 

The letter addressed to the ~'ope Eugenius makes no specific: 

mention of the tribea. but the reference j,s nevertheleaa clear: 

ttThere ie1 also in our land a sea of sanµ, which only we cim :pass; 

1 t carries· to us some precious stones; when we cross it there is 

never a storm, but when one of us is not cfo$s1ng it, it rages like 

the others. We all:ao have f arty di ties, the f irie at ano/the strongest 

in the world, which are situated a bowshot from each other~ In 

them we have stationed 10, 000 kmhgb.ta., 20, 000 ballistra•iats, 

2,000 archers., a.nd 100,000 horsemen who guard· the mountains con• 

tinually ao that those cursed ones may not cross over, for if they 

should, they would destroy the whole world. '11hey have ten towns 

" for each one of ours ••••••• And lcnow that this king because of w,,om 

we are required to maintain this guard is not our friend, for he is 

not a Ch1 .. iatian .. He ha.a under him 240 crowned kings, who obey his 

oornmanda, and in addition he has three dukes, 100 marquises, and 

3,200 barons and their subjects, who live on the mountain. On this 

mouut1::.in is a city called Ronda, which is abaolt~tely tmpregnable. 

And he exacts tribute from us1u
105 

The letters. of Obadiah of Bertinoro, while making but one 

rather sceptical reference to the t rige of Dan, do however conteii1n 

matter which is germane to our subject. In his first letter from 

J·erusalem, dated 1488, he states& 11 1 have made inquiries concerning 

the River Samba.tion, but I could ob:ba.in no definite information. 

Certain it is that a man has arrived :f"rom the land of the Prester 

John, which lie a ~etween l!]jreat mourltains, and extends ten daya • 
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j our·ney, who says that there is the dwelling of the Bene Israel, 

arid that they a.re in continuous warfare with Prester John •. He neart·· 
'I 

ly exterminated them, and the small remainder was subjected by 

him to vexations, which are only equalled by those which the Great 

Kingdom suffered in the tirne of the Maccabees. But, with God's 

mercy, other kings arose in In di~, less cruel than their predec.ess.01·, 

and the Bene Iara.el were able to 1 ifd:! u;nr their heads, and increased 

in number. They still pay tribute to the Prester John, but are not 

ll!Kllixu:it aubjeoted to persecutions. Forty years ago they were at 

war with their neighbors, and prisoners were made on 'both sides. 

Some of the Bene Israel were brought aa prisoners to be sold. in Egypt, 

but the ,Tewa in this country 1•edeemed them. I have seen two of them, 

who were black, but. not so dark a.a the Cuahi tea (Ethipp,iana) .. I 
r 

could not distingu~h whether they were Karaitea o( Rabbinites, for, 

on the one hand, they observe the Karaite rule of not having any 

fire 

they 

to be 

in their houses during the Sabbath day and on the other hand, 

follow the Rabb<l~i te :Prescriptions. They believe themselves 
/\ ' 

desoendl:rnts of the ·tribe of Dan, an ct they say that the pepper 

and. other spices which the Cushi tea sell come from their land .. All 

this I have seen with my own eyes., and heard with my own ears, al-

though these men knew byt very little Hebrew, and their Arabic 

could not be wall understood by the men of thia land. The following 

:fact ia well-known her.a ..... viz .• ,; that the Mohammedans, who go on 

pilgrimage from here to Mecca, (and they carry with them not leas 

than 4 ,.000 oamelS.), pass through a grea.t and ter:r·ilble desert where 

they are sometimes attacked by a giant nation of which orie pur-

sues a thousand. The name of this nation, is according to/the Arabs., 

'Sons of El Sha.dd~i',. because they invoke in their wars the El 

I 
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Hhaddai. The l\!Lohannnedans assert that ea.ch of the Berne El Shadd.ai 

carries: a camel load on a ne shoulder, while with the hand they hold 

the spear for fighting. It ia also well known that they obsefve the 

Jewish religion, and it is said that they are the descendfanta of 

the Rechabitea. 11106 

Obadiah' a aecond letter addressed to his brcHb.her from Jer .. 

usaleni on the 2?th of Elul, 1489, contE:tins a. report of the Bnai Moshe 

and the Samba.ti on and Prester J'ohn which are of' interes.t. In thi a 

letter he denies that certcdn miracle a, reported to hia brother, 

have oc~ured in Palestine (with special reference to the grave of 

a Sephafdi where cures, etc., have been supposedly effected, which 

he has heard of but has not been able to verify.). Then he tells of 

Jews who aame to Jerusalem from Aden (he t.hinks that the Garden of 

Eden must .be in this region),. who reported that their Moslem ruler 

is kind to them. They ha.ve no co pies of the . 'l'almud, but do have 

Alfeissi 'El worlt, commentaries to it, and Rambam. "These Jews 11 he 

says, 11 told me that according to the report of certain trustworthy 

Moslem tr~tders, which have been gene1•a.lly accepted among them, the 

river known a.a Sambatian ia to be found in the desert, about fif'ty 

days' distance from that land. It completely surrounds the land which 

the Israelites inhabit; it hurls atones and sand, and rests on the 

Sabbath. And the reason that no Jews go there is because they do 

not wish to desecrate the Sabbath. The t:radi tion among them is 

that the1Be «M Israeli tea beyond the Sambation a.re the Bnai Moshe, 

puxe and holy aa, are the heavenly angels, among whom there is no 

sin. Acfoas the Sambation there are many Israel].tea n~merCO>us as 

the sands of the sea, with kings and princes of their own, hut these 

are not so holy ~nd. pure as those who are encompassed by the river. 
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These Jews (from Aden) told this clearly and Xl!JBrlfira:ac:k:~ explicitly, 
s 

for they have no doubts about the matter, a.nd are a¢ positive about 

:tJt as they are about the sun. 

11.An old German l\ab"b:Ji, ·who was born andiaiaed in this city, 

told me that he remembers tr.iat in his youth other J'ews came from 

Aden, juet as these had come, who told exactly the same story, no 

more and no less. 

"These J"ews from Aden also told that the Jews who live at the 

boundar): of their land, of whom I wrote you in my first letter,. are 

fighting Preste1~ John, and some of them who have been brought as. 

ca.pti ves to Cairo, I have seen with my own eyes. Their land is about 
t~1.1.t of 

a mohth's distance from~the other Jews who live beyond the Sarabat ... 
II 

ion .. We are daily getting reports: from Christiana who have come from 

the land !Bf Prester John, tr'tat he has dealt these Jews a very severe 

blow. We fear that, Goel forbid, this rumor is true, for it has been 

ncbised about a good deal. May the Lord protect his people and his 

servants. ttlO? 

A third. letter of Obadiah's, from Hebrc:m, Dea. 15, 1489, 
108 neglects our subject altogether~ 

R. ·Da..vid. ibn Avi Zimra of Cairo (1470-1573) in his Responsa.169 

aays of a female slave brought from Abysa"1nia that ahe is a member 

of the tribe of Dan, which dwella in the mountains of Cush. 

Dr. J'acob Mann baa :published the last four pages of a printed 

brochure which ·were among ~he Genizah finds or' the la:ee Dr. Schech

ter, which he auggeats may be an inomu1.bulum, printe<B'. before 1492. 110 

This is a printed version of a. letter, purpo:rting to come from the 

"sons of Gad and of Reuben". They have heard evil reports. of the 

tribes of Benjamin and J'uda.ht they steal, are immoral- murder, drink 

I 
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•tyayin neaeh", harbor hatreds, intermarry with the Christians, and 

in general follow their ways. ':l1he letter reminds the memgera of 

these two t1·ibes of how Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the 

temple, ar1d of the evils which Titus brought upon them because of 

their sins, and yet they cont:iinue their wicked ways, though they , 
~~'~ 

are scattered in Spain11l and Italy and among the Berbers of North 

Africa .. IJook at us, it exhorts them, Gad a.nd Reuben, who are a.J.ways 

victorious. in war. Adbeel and Mibsam112 who were in;:India told us 

that there are Jews there too who a.re victorious in war and. aubjug .. 

ate their enemies. No unclean animals are among ua, nor is there 

any lying~ or thievery, or immorality, or murder, or hatred; we 

are united and propse:roua:, and possess many slaves; the banks of the 

river Gozan are heavily la.den with f.rui t trees so that any one may 

help himself. 'l'he Kenitea live to the right of us, and the Rec.hab .. 

i tea on the ¢1lbher side. During the summers we change our residen

ces. leaving our property behind., nor has ar1y one of us less than 

seven slaves .• As for you, our brethren, take heart, st1·engthen 

yoursolv·ea to live justly and righteously, ao that our redemption may 

come speediiliy •• 
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IV 

., 

Just a.a tl}.e first quarter of the aixteenth century waa: draw .. 

ing to a. close European J'ewry was e.tartled by a new and novel man

ifestation of the continued existence of the ten tfibes. Eldad Ha 

Dani had c.ome as a fugitive, a forced repre.aentatib'e of his tribes 

to Judah and Benjamin; the other characters of whom we have heard 

faint rumors who were connected wJtth the tribes appeared on the scene 

quite fortuitously, disclosed. their identity and disappeared. David 

· Reubeni injeoted a new note j,nto the drama of the lost tribes who 

persistently refused to remain entirely lost. He callll.e to Europe 

a.a the accredited represents.ti ve of his people,. embarked on a miss.ion 

which promised to have world-wi d.e aignif icanoe 1 and as such was he 

received at the courts of the Po:pe, a.11 d of Portugal, with all the 

honor and deference due such a personage. 112a 

Abraham Ferisa.ol, a contemporary, gives ua the following 

descr,pti0;n of thia at:tange man who has. remained an enlgma in Jewish 

hiatory~ and who, had hia venture succeeded• bade fair to change ita 

entire subsequent course. "According to reports. these a1·e~he char

a.oteristics of this Jews he is rtukxaxaxJC&SH:i sb.ort and thin. but 

fearless; he praya a. great deal;; he is dark a.a. a result of frequent 

~elf-discipline through faatingf (often) spending six consecutive 

days and nights in fa.st, ace:o1•ding to wri tera:; he speaks mainly in 

Hebrew, but not very in.telligibly. like a stammerer; several times; 

when noted people and cardinals came to visit him at his home in 

Rome he has refused to see themJ when he mx rode through Home on 
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am ass to see the sight·a, he entered (the courtyard of) St. Peter's 

and. refused to descend from his mount until he had reached the very 

door of the cathedral l he (usually) is preceded by a crowd of about 

ten .Tewa and more than two hundred Christiana. ull2b We could. have 

wished for a fuller, more detailed deso.ription of the man., but 

thie account suffices to expleJ.n why this character so different 

from the subservient, fearfu1 Jews of the day; should ha.ve evoked 

so much intereat and ~1 hould have received suc.h respea.t:ful attentio.n 

from even the highest po'!rers of Christendom. The following is a 

summary of his diary, which will aerve to give ua & better picture 

of his character, but unfortuna~ely offers us little positive infer• 

mation about the people whom he claimed to represent. 112° 

The record opens with the statement that it is David Reubeni, 

brother of king Joseph, who rules over 300,000 members of the tribes 

of Gad, Reuben, a,nd. half the tribe of Manasseh, in the lf~t-. 1~';;1), 

and who haB seventy counsellors, who is the authoe of the dia:by. He 

has been sent by his brother the kihg, and his counsellors, on a 

mission to the Pope .. He des.cribes his journey through the desert 

and up the Nile, in some detail .. He travelled disguised as a. Moslem, 

and was reoei ved with great honor in the courts. of the various 

moni.:~rohs whose realnm he visited .• How.ever, despite his simulation 

and the difficulties it created, he :remained faithful to Jewish 
prayed 

ri tua.1 prescript! nns, was careful about hia ~food, :ftmt:t:e::®: regularly, 

fasted frequently, and observed the apecial days of the calendar .. 

He arrived.in Cairo on Rosh Hodesh Adar, 1523. In this city he dis-
t 

closed hi:3 identity to a Je,wish mir1¢er, but was refused ass:istnce 

on the ground that the latter was a ]>:seudo-Moslem, and might get 

into trouble if he offered Reuben! shelter .. He travelled from Cairo 
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to lh1za, then to Itebrcrn. tii.nd from there ,,~o 11'erusalem .. IrA thin latter 
:_>1~~~. 

city lu} wao met by ten mef.:isonser:.; from t.i:is:· rJro·ther J'ofrnph~ bqt '•~''.'· 
' :~:; '5'\'f:';fyik 

u. laoun&. in the text: p:reventD uu, un:fortunntoly 11 f ::.'0111 Kno>cifing w~i 
/Ji~/'.· 

transpired" In Jeru1u.dc1m c ei·tuJ. n m'.rac les occur:reo. ·which neerned to ., 

'.-/', 

he lef't hlid nc::.tt·ve land Ill Bome wine" Hot unt:il be :i.~e£.;,';"" d Veniee by 
f 

way of A1ex~nd1"ia did he openly proclaim hi~1 id.en t.i ty" thou ch pre# 
' .:.i/~:· 

Jews q In Verd.ae he found .thc~t the o,pinion o:f' the Jow.ish eowmun~.~y 
, . ., 

was \Ji vidf~d* so far a,;;1 its attitud.o tc>vrn .. :cd hirn and hi.kl r:;tory \Nlf.i1.~V2i·. 

oond.e:r;inedlil On erev Pu:r.•im 11 1!5~!4,~ ho ~;u":t'ived. at a little tnwn ou·t ... 

side o:f.' Home~ i vihere · he rJ tayed. 1;;.·t;;~:tho. LiOl.'.l.lfo of .. ~ f:i:·iew;.ly J·ew. 'l'he 
'!fL~;~.~~J-;}:.·f~;~·-:' . ' 

next uay, :riu rim, he 1nrngh 't an o.:" an0: oi d w"i th iT oi)-1 the ,,,eventy 

hir11 wery gra.ciou sly, ri;wognized .h:Lu pon:l.-tion a.s an t:.n;b1.;.i.m.-3i.:td.Ur~ and 

11 ,.1. 

under'to.ok to o.e:f'ray hi:? ex;penRies while he remaineu in Ho:.00 .. ·· .J 

between thE~ king of Ji1:rance n.nd 
\(;,-1:-·'. 

V we:ra at Wb..t' at thii:1 tirileo) He t:u.'ll<:e:Ht f!lll~-Ll:<~.tte:i.~G to these t'.r:o mon• 

arcl'ls e~ull to l'reetE:n.• John 11 hen:pooking their aid for Josepb. 9 the king 

it waa not pous;t,·rJle for him to hr:i.r(~.; r~iJout :peace 'between the twb 
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warrlng ru!ers 9 but he promised to write in his beh,alf to/the 'king 

of Portugal, who, because of his large na.wy could be of more assis

tance to hiln .. David Reubeni stayed at the homes of vcirious Jews 

during his sott.oum of one year in Rome .. He goes into great detail 

in describing the vicissitudes of that year, his illnesses., his 

troubles with his servants, etc. He is qu 1 te forceful in his opinions 
f 

OfP ~ some of the characters,. Jewish arid notl•Jewish, with whom 

he cwne into contact. In general he seems to have been a very proud, 

independent individual. He was regarde.d with a. great deal of interes~t 

and curiosity by the masses anci the official circles of Rome. He 

received frequent visits ffon1 members of the nobility and was on 

intimate terms with some of them .. He had sufficient influence with 

the 18',ope to be able to aid .Tewa_ in tight circumstances. 114 The Port ... 

ugueae arnba.ssador in Rome, :Uo,n 1Ugue1, was: not very f'a.vorably dispos

ed toward him, and he had diff'irJulty in securing fro•m him a safe

corJduct to enter Portugal .. At one time the ambassador' a tactics 

angered him so that he attacked him with his own awowd and would 

have seriously injured him~ had byatan ders not prevented him. He 

admitted, in fact boasted,, that~ had been his intention to kill 

the Portuguese and promised tba t s.hould the opportunity arise he 

would yet carry out his reaolve. Finally he secured letters of intro ... 

duct ion t:o Prester John and to the king of Portugi:4l from the Po.pe 

and went to Pisa ... , to await the promised safe .. con.duct fro-m the Port• 

ugueae ambassador .. This. finally c·a.me, after seven moritha, during wliich 

time he had himself indignantly writ ten to the king, and the ambass

ador at Rome had b.een . replace& by i.m other, Don Mart int At Li vo1•no, 

before. he embarked, he received aome gifts from the Pope. 

He landed at Tavira. on the south-east coas-t of .Po1·tugal. He 
) ".' t ,, 
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was reo.elilved with honor and deferenc:e and w aa eacilirted to .Almerino, 

where the king was staying. His fearlea s • im:pulsi ve character ia well 

il.lluFJtrated by an incident which occurred in 'I'avira. A French mouk, 
.... 

in hir::i presence, and before a crowd of Chria.tians, eland.ere d the 

~'Jews and denied that there was a J·ewiah lcing. Reubeni pro:mptly threw 

him out of a window! On the rou·te from Tavira to the court, he 

was besieged at every stopping place by Marranoa, who had heard of 

his coming and who bewilderedly expected him to perform miracles 

in their behalf. They were frequently rebuked by Christiana for 

kissing l;lia hand and doing him other such honor:s:. He himself aaya, 

"I told them a.t ea.ch place to which we came that I am the son o:f 

the king, Sol.omen, a.nd that I hadn •t come to them with any signs of 

Kabaliatic machinations, but that I have been a. simple soldier 

fron1 ray very youth and that I had come to hel:w and to ob·tain hel:p 

from both the king and yourselves. We shall see what ~th it will 
115 be along which the Lo1•d will lead me t.o Palestine." 

David found, when he arrived ttt the royal court, that :Don 

Miguel, the f 01~mer ambassador to Rome, had preceded him and. had 

slandered him to the king, insinuating that he :would make trouble 

with the Marranoa • .David was so angered n:.tdt by this that vben he 

had his audience with the king he refused to kiss his hand. }fover

theleas he made a good impression, and was promiae.d that he would 
116 

receive the aid which he sought. He tells of meeting a certain 

aea. captain who told that on one of trips twenty years before, 

he had heard of a Jewish kingdom ruled by one, Solomon (the name 

of David's f'a.ther), and who thus corroborated his story. The king 

had a house outfit:i;t;ed for him near his own palace. While recounting 

an i11terview he had With an important official, an envoy to J!ort

uga.J. from the ldng of Fez. he gives ua the first full acoaount 
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of' what hia muaaion in Europe was. 0we have been trained, 11 he says, 
'( 

11 :from our youth, in warlike pura.uitsi yet ou;t warfare has been 

solely by mearrn of 11 awoi•d and spear and bow. Now we wish, with the 

help of God, to go up age.inst J"eruaalem and to conquer all the land 

of J?alestine from the hand of the Moalems, fo~the 11 end1f ancl the 

time of the redem~tion has arrived. I have come to aeoure skilled 

artiaana 'Who know how to construct (modeirn) weapons of war and 

cannon, who will come to my land to ply thetr trade there andtea.oh 

our aoldiers. 0117 

The Mohannnedan official to whom he tells this informs him that 

hia countryn1en too believe that the Jews will regain their indepen ... 

denoe, and David promiaea that when that day c ornes, and the Jews 

have the upper hand, they w:ill deal kindly with the nati ona that 

have been kind to -the Jews. David furt}).er tells him that his 

ancestors 11 ha.ve been Jewish kings in the ') I r:i h "l rv ":.J)I since the 

de~ltruotion of the temple. In '1 / ,v h dwell Reuben, Gad, and half 
, . ( o t~er) 

the tribe of Mana.as.eh;, there are nine and one-half /\t:r:Lbesc in the 

land of Cush, all independent. Those nearest ua are the)two tribes, 

Simeon and Benjamin ( l}, which are on the Nile above the kingdom 

of Sheva.. They inhabit the, land between the two rivers, the White 

a.nd the Black, which latter ia the Nile;,, their land is lafge and 

productive; their king is Baruch, son of the king ,Japheth; _he has 

fou:r. eons, named Saadia; Abra.ham., "",.,(,, (?), and Moaea. They too, 

like us, are about 300,000 in number, and both our peo.,ples are on 
118 

good terms with each e>ther.," This man then asked what his plan 

of oa:mpaign was and he replied, 11 Ji'irst we willl take Palestine and 

ita environs, then our officers will go out to the west and/to the 

- .,;.., ea.at to gather the scattered ones of Israel, and whoever will be 
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wise amontj: the kings of the Moalems will transport the Jews b1 h.ia 

realm to Jerusal:mrn of his own acco1 .. d .. 0119 His guest 4lhen informed 

him that the 11 J·ewa in Fez and round about it, a.nd also the J\/ioslems, 

say that you are a pro.phet atll! or the Messiah. And I replied, 'God 

forbid! I am a greater a inner before God than any one of them. I 

have killed many men l in one day I killed a.a many as forty of the 
not 

enemy. I am/a scholar, nor a. Kaba.list, nor a prophet. I am merely 

a general an cl the aon of the king Solomon, a. descendant of David., 

son of Jess.a, and my brother Joseph ru lea over 300, 000 people in the 

')Irv 0, J Al re?) • The Marra.nos in l 1ortugal and the Jews in Italy and 

in all the places through which I have passe.d, also took me to be 

a scholar, or a Kabalist, or a prophet.,, but I told them too, God 

forbid! I am a sinner. I have been E.I.. soldier from my youth until 

the llresent. 11120 

David records that an envoy from the land o& 'J)1< in India121 

near 1 / ~h ,. arrived at the Portuguese court and when questioned 

reported that 1 l.::v1i was inhabited by a strong and pro~.p.erous 

Jewish nation, whose king' a name was Joseph, thus again substantia.t ... 

ing David's story. 

He received an epis.tle from the king Sherif of the land west 

of Fez~ which is at the extreme edge of habitable land, which told 

of a. raid made upon his country by Jews from the dea:e1~t and 'as~ed 

whether David knew anything of thlis. He replie.11, aa usual. 11 but with 

some significant additions, "I am from the .,/Rih ·1;;:;-;;;1 ; there are 

about 300, 000 Jews there, may God add to their numb era a tho uaan d 

times, from the tri'bes o:f Reuben• Gadi,t e.nd half the tribe of Ma.n• 

assel). .. My brother Joseph is their·king and I am the general in 

chief ofthe army. Nine and a half other tribes live in the land of 

the b laclg a, the land of Cu ah, in four regions, a.nd the Bnai Moshe 
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a.re in another place, at the river Sambation ......... The two tr:lbes., 

Simeon arid Benjamin are at the head of the Nile ........... they have 

informed ua that they have heard of and know of the other tribes 

who are near them, while our land is far off toward the east. 11122 

He tells a group of Marra.nos who have come to interview him, 

"Know that I run an envoy, sent ba u1:>0n this mission by the king 

Joseph, my brother, and hie oounaellora. I have come from the east 

to the wes.t in the service of Him, whose name be :Praiaed, and for 

the sake of Israel, to gather them from all their places and to 

bring them to Jeruaa.1em, the holy city. u123 

The king promised to let fu:im have eight ships. and 4,000 large 

and sm~tll cannon and~; una, However David had continually been in 

hot water as a reaul t of rum.ors conderning his relations with the 

Marranos who insisted on doing him singular honor despite his pro

teata, and. when a Marrano secretary of the court circumcised himael:r124 

David was blamed and waa ordered to leave the lanrl without the 

ships and guns that t~e king had promiirnd him. And ao J)avid left 

Po1·tuga.l to return to Rome, disgus.ted with the untow.-d re a ult of 

hia efforts, but determined to conttimue them unabated until he 

reached his goal. His departure was a.ccompanmed by great lamentation 

on the pa.rt off he Ma.r::t•a~i~ who had hoped that he might be instrumen

tal in easing their sorry lot. On the voyage back, his ship was 

forced. to land at Almeria., in Spain. There he was a.rreated; but at 

the command of the Emperor Charle a V he was released, and granted 
,, 

a safe-conduct through Spain. He resumed his voyage, making several 

stops. The diary breaks off with Dav.id in Cartagena in 152? - where 

he has ha.d some trouble with the local authorities. 

From other sources we know that David finally returned to Italy 

and resumed his negotiations with the Pope. In 1529 he met Solomon 
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Mo.lcho in Venice. Molcho had had a colorful career, a.nd was now 

preaching Messianic sermons in the cities of Italy. We know little 

of Reubeni 's acti vi tie a during these years .. He seems to have fallen 

under th~spell of the inspired Moilicho, as did even the Pope, and 

to have been associated with him. In 1532 the two journeyed to Ra tis .. 

bon,, where a council was in seasi on to o on sd:der means of dealing 

with the Turkish meaace, in a c oa.ch bearing a red flag with the 

ensign 1 ~ .j) • 'rhey appeared before the Emperor Chaflea V and en ... 

deavored to persuade hi.rn to call the Jews to arms against the Turks:. 

His response was. to place them both in chains .• Moib.cho was turned 
to 

over/the Inquisition as a renegade· from Catholicism and burned at 

the stake that same year • .Heubeni was brought to Spain, where he 

probably died in prison. Thus was extinguished th:La burst of flame 

in the dark panorama of Jewish history. The Reuben! episode ia. 

intriguing; whether its riddle will ever be unta.n gled is impDobable • 125 

It is of interest to note, however, tha.t the information E\bout the 

tribes wnich we may glean from Heubeni 'a writings is most scanty 

indeed, disappointingly so. And. the little we have is quite confused 

~ and ambiguous~ 
;~ 
S1 
~ The t ribea o:f Gad and H.euben. and one half the tribe of Manaaaeh, 

:~~1 ; •. •• \,,,'' comprising about 300,000 people, live in the '1/:\Jh "1 ..::U ';t} , ruled ·by 
.·P: 

;~ Joseph, son of Solomon, descended from David. i 1he members of these 
~· 

.i tribes, as exemplified by David, are ]l)ious, observ~nt Jews, strong 
-~ 

and courageous, proud and independent in characteri they seem to be 
the welfare of 

engaged largely in warfare. 'l111ey maintain a lively interest in/world 

J'ewry, and are anxious to undertake a campaign against the Moslerns 

in an effort to restore an independent Jewish nation in Palestine. 

There are also rline and a half tribes in Cush 126 of which Simeon and 
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Benj~n127 on the upper Nile, are nearest to David 'a country .. These 

two tribes are ruled by a king from among themsel vea t and are as 

populom3 as are David's tribes; but it seems he knows of the other 

seven and a half tribes only through having heard these wwo tell 
128 

of them. The Ba:ai Moshe are on the Sambation • 

.Abraham Ferissol, in chap:Per 14 of his work p[h "'lh·lK' v\')(k', 

(conpletae Rosh Hodesh Kislev, 1525) confirms .David Reubeni 's record 
.y\ 

.of his activitdlea preserved in his diary. He says, in 1523 we hea.:rd 

from Palestine that a J"ew from the te·n tribes had a,ppearedjthere. 

He came to Venice and Home in 1524. 'l1his man cla!hned to be from :tl«:e: 

. two tribes which live in tents like the Hechabi tes in the ·)/ rYir.. "lA~, 

which is in Asia Major. not far from Jedda on the Red Sea .• Not far 

from them are the ba.4.a.nce of the ten tribea~29 'rhey have kings and 

princes and a~ar~e popula.tiona..,:'i:iraduce many- apices. Between the two 

groups ia a strong Moslem people which prevents communication between 

them. When thes,e Jews came :l.n c onta.ct with Christian ships and saw 

the cannon on them, they determined to send an envoy to the Papacy, 

with letters of introduction from the Portuguese authorities in India. 

At any rate,. whether his story is true or not, it was accepted as 

true by kings. and princes and by the masses, who all believe now 

tha:t the ten tribes at ill exist independent.ly. He aays that he trav .. 

elled by caravan through Afabia ]1elix to the Red S'ea, wlg®t to Egypt, 

it?aleatine, and then to Home. After eight months in Rome his creden .. 

tiala were confirmed by the king of Portugal .. From reliable sourll?es. 

we learn that he actually did ask the Pope to get for ~him cannon 

and trained gunners to take back with him to Arabia. Iri return he 

offereti: to see to it that the Pope receives ce1•tain privileges in 

conneo tion with the trade in spices. His purpose is to conquer Pal .. 

Ii 
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eS'tine for the J·ewa .. '.l.1his day, Marheahvan, 1524, we have heard that 

the Pope is negotiating with the king oil Portugal to help him get 

guns and gunners, and to procure :ror him a safe-conduct through 

Chrii3tian countries. 

Dr. Jacob Mann has published in the Revue dea Etudes Jui vea129a 

a Get1izah fragment containing a portion of a letter addreaaed to a 

certain AbrahEl!l1, which he thinks emanated from David Reuben i of from 
f 

a member 0¢ hia !f1e tinue,. and. was des.tined for dis~ J'ewish c ommun ... 

ities outside of Italy, in an ·effort to make propaganda for David 

and :perhaps. to raise funds to hel:p him pro sec::ute hii.s miesi on. 

The :following is a summary of this. e:x:ti>avagant letter .. '.I.'he 

extract :pres.erved in the Geniza begins, •••••••• they entered from 

the region of the Samba.ti on, which surrounded. them with a c ircum~ 

ference three months' distance in length. Fire burneJ. bef'c>re and 

behind them and the seven clouds of glory encompaas,ed. them. 130 

Be it known to you, our brethren scattered among the nations and 

op:pressed in exile by Christe1'1dOlll and Islam, that we have sent out 

fearless, etrotjg scouts to spy out the land and to determine how 

bee.t we may enter l1alestine and at which city we shall commence, 

since the Gambation has ceased flowing and has completely dried 

up 9 and our brethren, the Bnai Moshe, have streamed forth in count..; 

less numbers. We have mobiliaed our f oroes and have come to the city 

of .Ancona; and we have crowned aa our kirig J"oseph the son of Sol

omon. of the descendants. of Jessa, who has presented us with four 

banners inscrillTed with the Ineffable l'fame, e.nd the ten corrmu:md .. 

menta. One flag is for Heuben, Gad, and Asher, which comprise 320,000 

exper·t, brave warriors;. one for 2'.ebulon, D.an, and Naplj.tali, compris

ing 26,000 soldiera; one for Ephraim, Issachar and half the tribe 

of :Manasseh, comprising 37,500. The tribe of Levi is also with us, 

I! 
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five times as numerous as are all the others and even more. Any 

one of these warriors can disperse a thouaa11cl of the enemy, and two 

can handle aa many as ten thousand. But because of our sins only 

Judah and Benjarrd.n and half the tribe of Manasseh are left, exiled 

among the Christian and :Moslem powers. 131 Bu.t the king Joseph is. 

saving the fourth flag until he can present it to Judah and. Benjamin 

who are in exile. We have much cattle and horses and camels, and. 

great weal th in gold and silver, s.o that these metals: count for 

nothing among us .. We have ten varieties of precious stones which 

we intend to use in the rehabilitation of Jerusalem, and we have 

two gates for Jerusalem made of these precious stones, which are 

ready to be set up; we also have the appurten a.nae a of the temple 
132 

worship which were hidden awa.y. In a short mile we are des. tined 

to rule all the world, and then we will take vengeance on the nations 

and force them. to serve Israe 1. Our army advanced to Ancona., and 

there we divided up: Hauben, Gad, and Asher to au.vanoe on Home, --

we are now encamped in a desert (l) four days' distance from Rome, 

where we are awaiting the time, which is near, when we will advance 

and destroy Home and all Christendom, and bring .. back from Rome the 

vessels of the temple; Zebulon, Den .. and Naphtali went to mount 
133 

"/'( 1 .:l , and Meco:a, and Jedda, which fell to their lot; Eph-

raim, Iasachar, and Manasseh went to Morocco ( .v; ~) ) to gather 

Israel and to make vengeance on the peoples .. The t1•ibe of the Bnai 

Moshe wen·t to Aderi to deliver our brethren who are in exile there, 

and Elijah the Prophet is with them. We may not advance without the 

command of the ~ord ~nd Elijah. We have utterly dest·royed the peoples 

who were under our rule, We left our country one c;.nd a half years. 

ago to go to Ancona where we are now encamped. Woe to the nations 

when we come up:rrn themt Not a fugitive will remain to them. Happy 
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is he who waits, for the iour of salvation is very near. Then foll· 

ows an exhortation to J"udah a.nd Benjamin in the name of the kir1g 

Joseph, to mend their ways. The fragTaent breaks off after the state-

ment that they were in /jl~tc~) and ') /<{ih , and at the river 

Gozan, a.nd at the river Sambation, from which places they have de-

parted. 

There are several points of resemblance between this letter, 

and the a.coo~ of David Reubenis :Oavid 1 FJ brother, the king, was 

named Joseph; their father' a n:&Il'l® had been Solomon; David. too had. 

flF.1.gs inscribed with the ten commandments; David's purpose too waa 
f 

ultimately to 1·v/quer Palestirie. However, the tone of this letter 

diff'ers so markedly from that of :David 9 s account of his mission, a.nd 

so many o.f the statemen·ts :ln it have no :poiht of contact at all with 

Davdl.d 9 a s.tory, such as i ta. con fused deacriptia·n of the army of the 

nine and a J;lalf tribes,, evidently modelled after lfornbere' II, i ta 

queer notions of the g'eography of Italy (a deaert four days' dis

tance from Rome%), etc., that it seems moat unlikely that this fan

tastic epistle should have emanated from any quarte:r:•a connected with 

David B.eubeni, as Dr. Mann suggests. It is however, possible, that 

it is a. product of a. period not far distan.t from that of Davidt when 

his atory waa being ddi.ffuaed through the .Jewis.h communities of 

Europe, and was utilized by the writer of the letter as the frame

work for his fantastic dream or charlatanry. 

Abraham FeriEiaol, in his p(~ .;../l'\')k "''(K , 134 mentions 

groups of independent Jewst rich in worldiy goods and powerful, in 

North A:fnm:x India, a.nd in northern Arabia. but he doee not connect 

these in any way with the ten tribes. 

Chayim Vital Calabrese (1543-1620) reporta135 that a R. Ahra.hamJ 
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a }]hysioian from Bpain, had told. hi:m that a Portuguese ship had 

been driven in a storm to a large city on the island of {;@JI), 

near the coast of India, beyond which began the domain of the Indians, 

who a.re cannibals. There it was rumored that in the mountains some 

dbtance from th1shore was the realm of a powerful Jewish kibg, 

D~l, who had a very numerous body of subjects, very strong and 

fearless, a.ny two of whom could drive off thouaanda. Vital does not 

a.tQte that these Jews are members of the ten tribes. 

During the sixteenth century, as a result of the stimulus 

given to rumors concerning the ten tribes by Davigfil Reubeni 's spec• 

tacular activities in :murope, the literature on the tribes mul-
J?alestine 

ti]llied. A series of letters dispatched from~ to va~ious 

commur.iities in the Diaspora during this perioci.136 is evidence of 

how seriously the Jews of the time took the stories concerning the 

tribes. which came to their ears, and. of how assiduouls:y they dissem ... 

inated the scar1ty infornwi.tion that waa· available • 

. Two letters, addressed to R .. Samuel of Sinegaglio, i:Jera:mxi:em:x 
li.i}i,·.' '· .. 7/ 

which reached Castello, via Venio e and Puglia,. mention the lost 

ten ·tri'bes. In one it ~is reported that during the pr:ecading fort

night a Jew had written from Alexandria. wonderful th.ings. "The river 

Sambation is now dry on Mondays and Thurs;daya and Saturdays in a 

miraculous way l!ry the wi 11 of God; myriads, of Jews who started from 

Halah1, Habort and the riv er Gozan have passed the Samba ti on, a.nd 

are no.w encam.ped thir;jy days' journey f:rom the Hinly Land; by command 

of God they have to remain there two years., af'ter which time they· 
17.60-. will go and conquer the Holy Land." v 

In a second letter which the aa.me I{. Samuel of Sihegaglio 

received, 137 the writer reports that an emias,ary from the tribes 

has arrived here in Damas;cus, with who.m I have had personal con-
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tacts. He came he.re by way of Cairo. The prince who sent him is 

named Hananel • a.lso called Armil.us, because he waged war on Armil ... 

us, . j' r:J) (1 ~J • 138 This prince of the tribe of Reuben is 250 year& 

old. He has crossed the river Sabat ion, for the river is completely 

dry, a,s though there had never been any water there, with 600,000 

soldiers, part :B:rom the tribe of Dan, a.nd part from the tribe of 

Reuben. When this envoy was in Cairo the Jews there laughed at 
· () e 138(11... 

him, and so he departc:id for Je1·usalem;. from there he went to '\ ~ 

and thence to Dama.sou a, where he Ii.Js dni ly awaiting their arrival, 

('.:\i.A ( 1 ';;2 /. But before this emissary reached Dama$cua., letters were 
,t· 

rrt:eived here from Cairo warning us not to laugh at or to mock him 

as they had done, for after he left Cairo a letter had arrived f:rom 

the tribe of Reuben signed by twelve princes. and the chief prince, 

Hananel, called Armilus. The letter goes: on to hint at further 

"signs•t of the redemption, repeating ol'i\J}lr 1 ~/. It co:nti:nuea:, it 

chances this very day that the master/this house illlvited the emissary 

from the tribes to dine with him, and while they were at table the.re 

ca.me an inha.bi tant of a village near Damascus, who while re turning 

home from a visit to the ci·ty:.-1.had been accosted by an old man 139 

who. told. him to return to Damaaoua, "where you will find my compan

ion David .. Tell him to make haste and not to talk too mueh, for 

he has remained there too long alreadyi the w111rk is great and the 

time ia short. 11 But before this villager had an opportunity to 

tell his story, the emissary stopped him and himself' told what had 

happened .. 140 

Another letter, addressed from Jeruiaalem to the c ongrega ti all 

of Castello, reports. that ''the Viceroy of N'aples had heard that 

the river Sambation was now at re:m.-uae, and 'four of the tribes. ha.d 

passed the river, whilst the other five tribes141 were reaal:y to 
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pass .• .Ami.hngat :.tko those who had pa.seed, was. a nation numerous aa 

the sand of the sea, with eighty kings and four princeat who 

carried with them an infinite amount of gold and silver, with armiea 

and heroes too numerous to· count. 142 This letter also reports. that 

a great earthquake has occurred in Spain and. in. Morocco; sixty 

cities, including Granada, Fez and Tunis are reporte.d to have been 

destroyed. The report also has it that a great fire has broken out 

in London, which has wrought greo.t havoc. In consequence of these 

and other "signs" the letter predicts that the redemption is n~ar, 
' !J-~ 143 

and. in fact, sets the date, -t I , 1530 •. 

A letter, w:tti tten in 1528, by the famous. Kaba.list 11 AbrahEW 

Levi, contains the following information on the ten tribeas "Know 

that from Cairo to Bua.kin a.re fifty (days). From here to Falasa 

are three days; according to others, five days; the jou:i:·ney ia very 

di ff icul t. Fa.le.a.a is a. strong kingdom of Jews, who' are valiant• 

and dwell in)tents, travelling from place to place to IJali:itui"e their 

flock,heh· land is large and situated in high mountains,. so that 

no one dare a· to go to war with them .. From ]'alas.a they go to another 

country aalled Salima. which flows with milk. Near to thoae two king .. 

doma is Jubar, the land of the P/rueG , who pay tribute to the 

king of ¥a.la.ea. We are not aertain to which .tribes these tribes 

belong. We believed up to the present time that they belonged to 

the tribes of Gad a.nd Dan, for the Mohammedans who came from JU.par 

say that they a.re neighbors of Gad and Dan. Lately, however, we 

have heard that this land is called the land of Gad and Dan after 

the two brothers who re.isn there ..... viz., Gad, the. kmr1g, and Dan, 

the ].l>rinae. We have fut:ther ascertained from the Mohammedans of 

Juba.r and ·the Christians of Cu ah, which is Al .. Habesh (Abyssin~), 

that the fathe1~ of these two brothers was called PhintHilS, and alao 
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Son of the Lion, because of his great at:r:·ength. He died in battle 

against the Abyssin&ans, and left three sons .... viz.~ Gad, Dan11 

and Todroa, who made war one against another. The last escaped to 

Abyssinia, where he became .a Chri s.tif.1n • brought a numerous army 

with him, came suddenly to Salima, and killed there ab'but ten 

thousand Jewst he could not reach Falasa owing to the high mount ... 

airua •. Finally Tod:ros fell into the hands of hia two brothera, who 

killed him. This slaughter took place in th.e year 1504 .. They next' , 

fell uporJ their enemies and slww a gre&.t number of the Abyssinians. 

.Another time Gad waa ma.de prisoner by one of the Abyasinhtn kings, 

who tr~a:Ded him with kindness, and an agreement was made that Gad 

should pay a yearl~ tribute of forty ounces, on promising tbat he 

would not give permission to the Portuguet-Ha to enter his land. 11144 

Another such letter dating from the same period is one from 

a certain Israel, aent from Jerusalem to Abl"'Q.ham of Perugia.. He 

tellsa "Last week, in the da.ya of Hanukah, the J·ew who was captur ... 

ed on the sea, and wh9was sold from he.nd to hand until he was at 

last bought at Alexandria in Egypt, where the J'ewe redeemed him, 

(he ia nearly 1 ike a Cushi.te), told us that in his native country 

are thousands and tens of thousands of Jews with a great king, who 

makes war upon the Christiar1s, their neighbors .. He is the only king. 

·on the l'Ule (except the king of / (~.J' o , which is forty days' 

journey from Aden) who has Mohammedan and Christian subjects. 

·Thia is a certain fact, which many men of his land and all men of 

J'erusalera affirm, that there are forty f l;llllilies (of Christians and 

Mohammedans). I had a conversation today wi.th the Nagid about the 

ten tribes, and he told me that a Jew was. staying at his house as 

a guest, who spoke Cushite and Hebrew. He aaid that in his country 
. 

there is no written book of the Ora1 Law, and all caauistical ruiea 

I 
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are reported in the name of Joshua the son of' Nun; he said further 

that thei"e are four tribes* Simeon:> Isaachar, and two others, which 

he does not remember. Issachai• busies himself day and. night with 

the learning of the Law, whilst the other tribes divid.e their time 

between the study of the Law and waging war UJiIOn their Christia.n nmigh

bors.145 'rhere are many towers on the bounde~rY, in which the va.1-

ian t men of Isr&.el keep watch; d.uring the war they ~8.ke signal by 

smoke ux in the clay and by fire in the night. When they a.re hard 

pressed, they aak counsel from heaven and they are answered in the 

following manner. The prince of Iesachar envelops himself in his. 

'rali th a.nd prays in a corner of the syna.go.gue. n1e answer comes 

by fire from heaven which everybody s.eea., descending upon the head 

of the p.rince, but the answer is heard by him alone. Once the 

Cushites brought .them a J·ew from the Portuguese, to whom they put 

questions about the ex.ilea,, Jerusalem and the 'temple, to which he 

gave the following answer:& •we a:r.e in great troubles, wandering 

from nation to na.tion in captivity, the temple as well as Jerusalem 

is in ruins and in the hands of a.trangers. ~ Hearing this, they 

tpre their garments and wept long and bitterly;, they agreed to come 

in foroe to Jerusalem, but the prince told them to wait unti 1 he 

asked. heaven about it. He did so in the way mentioned above and the 

answer c.ame that the time of redemptio:m had not yet come, a.nd there-

fore nobody should leave hia 11lace at present, for the redemption 

was indeed near. Then ca.me forward ten ric~ men who made a vow to 

go frmm nation to nation and from kingdom to kingtj.mn until.l they 
e 

oamj. to Jerusalem .. They went in ships with the Cushite till they 

came to the Portuguese pQ;Saeaaions. Here the king sent for· them and 

told them that he had heard of their might and riches, and how 

they fought with the Prester John, and above all how they were a.n-
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awered from heaven, and hw was ashamed at the e:x:ile to which he 

had ba.nisherl the Jews .. And in order that it should not 't.IDe known 

in his dominions that there was still a ['emna.nt and hope for Ia

.rael, h~wowld not allow them to land., and fi11ally sent them to a.n 

island where they remained several man ths. He then s.ent for them 

and asked them what they meant to do, They answered that their in

tention was to go to Jerusalem. He sa.lid~ Come in my ship ancl I 

wrUl bring yo.u te> J"erus~lem. So they did, but when they got on the 

open sea they were robbed by pirat.es., and sold as s.laves with their 

wive a and children. After some time one of them came in search of 

his wife a.ncl chihlren. and that was the prince's guest, in Egypt~ 

<11~ 
I, 

. . I 

As to the wonderful strength of these J'ews, the prince s:tated that '::I 
on 

'one night four thieves came n the roof of my house and they (the 

inhabitants of the house) we1·e all frightened. Wheu the guest asked 

what the reason of their fright wa.s,, they told him what had happen ... 

ed. He at once looked to his sword and hurried alone after t~em 

until he .put them to flight, saying that if there had bee.in ten 

thieves it would have been just the same to him, fo1· indeed, said 

he, 'we slay as many every day when war ia waged a.gains t us.' 11146 

Raphael. of Trevoux wrote from Jerusalem to the r:Jame Abraham: 

"Know, that the ten tribes a.re not tm the other side of the river 

Sambation, but only the Bnai Moshe, and the ten tribes dwell on 

our side of the Sambation l they have no Talmud but only the IV!ishaa, 

ancl the ]/iishne Torah of Maimonides, and all the Prophets of the 

first temple; but they are great Kabalists. 111 47 

Preceding this account, Ral>hael tells that about ·two years 
\:$) 

before he wrote this letter, while the young son of the Dayan of' 

the native Jews of Jerusalem was taking a walk, he caught a white 

If 

'I 
I 

'I 



l
--•:;-----. ~--, -:-:--·----~~:~- -----;-~~~- --· --~-- =~ ~----- - -- - -~ '· ·c_coc.c.~~'~--oc. __ -~---~----~~~~~~.;-_~:I 

.· , . . . 56 J 

« 0 

}r 

dove which fluttered in his face, ancl found that the plumage under 

one of its wings wi:.ta blue, and maped like letters which proclaimed 

that the ten tribes were coming soon .. On the way home to show this 

wonderful sight to his father, the bird escaped. 11And later there 

came a young man from th~ten tribes~ whose father· was a Reuberiite 

and his mother a Danita. !ie bro\,\ght ua great good news concerning 

the redemption1* and said that the tribes would come soon, with 

Heuben in the van. He aaid that the king of the tribe of Reuben 

had sent him to remove a certain stoma from the was.tern wall of the 

temple, which Jeroboam had placed there by magic .. All the while 

that this atone rem&ined there Israel would remain in exile. Thia 

young man boasted that he had remo·ved the stone. He also said ••••• 
thd 

that the only thing"keeps them (the tri'bes} from coming is the t1•ue 

tradition which they have not to hasten the "end" unti 1 they behold 

ten s igna 11 eight of which they have already seen j and the other twp 

are expected soon. 0 Later the Nggid wrote to Raphael that this, lad's 

story was all a lie, not to believe it, and to kee:p it from spread .. 

ing .. (Which he did, as this letter shows!) Iiater J·ews from Egypt 

and from Gaza told him that twelve messengers, 'from the tribes had 

come to the Jews of Egypt and told them to leave at once, because 

the land would soon be destroyed. And the Jews of Egypt are sell-

ing their prouerty and leavihg a.s rapidly as possible. He had also 

heard that a messenger from the tribes of Reuben had come to the 

Jews of Salonild with a letter from the king of their tribe which 

advised them to emigrate to Palestine, for there the redemption 

would take effect first. He und~stands tYtat about three hundred 

families from Saloniki are preparing to follow this advice after 

Pesach. In fact so many peop:le are migrating to Palestine that lodg-

I.' 

I I 

I 
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ing is scarce. And still a large company is e:>~pected to arrive soon 

from Egyp;t to settle in the land. As a result of' these progno stica

tions from the ten tribes, songs foretelling the apeedy coming of 

the redemptio:n are popular, and even the Mohammedan a concur in these 

:prophecies. He in.vi tea Abra.hem and his friends to come to Palestine 

for the big ahow~148 

Elijah of Pisaro, who lived a.bout the year 1532, reports, 

in a. letter of his that a young Jew told him that in his country 

the Jews are independent, and that 0·round about them ia/phe nation 

called Habeah (Abyssinia) who ar~ Christiana and in const&nt war

fa:re with the trews. These have a l1anguage of/their own~ whioh is 

neither Hebrew nor Ara·bio ... They poasea:s the Pentateuch with a 

commentary. bµt not the '11almud end itei commentaries. I asked him· 

about their re.ligious obaervancea$. and I found that they have the 

acr!l)ll of Eathe1~, but nothing of Fianuka.h .. Their land is aix 

mon·ths' journey distan·t from Palestine, and the river Gozan is 

there. 11 Further on Elijah seya that an <.)ld man who was in India 

told him that 11 the Jews there form a s~parate kingdom; that the 

Bnai Moshe a.re on an island of the Sambati on. Facing them is the 

tribe of Manasseh. On the other side of the river dwell the 

tribes of :Dan, Naphtali~ Gad,. and Asher .. Issa.char forms a :province 

by itself,. and ha.a no communication with the other tribes. They 

are well versed in the Law, and a.re surrounded by fire-worshippers, 

and their language is Hebrew fl Arabic, ancl :Persian .. Simeon dwells 

towards. the sou th and forms a separate kingsom. Zebulon and Reuben 
~.i 

are on the ri.ver Euphra.tes, the one on one side and the other on the 

pther side of the river. They poaaesa the Mishna and the .!Ralmud, 

. i and speak Hebrew and :flltll!Jdan Arabic. Ephraim~ situated south of 

~· -11 
i.1, 
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Babylonia. They a.re strong men, who live upon spoil, and speak 

Hebrew. 11149 

Isaac b. Ab::raha.m b .. : Judah .Akrish. ( 1489-1575), one of the most 

talented Je.wa of this period, a forced wa.nderee moat of his life, 

presents some interesting information. He s~ys: 150 III saw with my 

own eye.a a letter sent from Sa':t'ed by one, J'udah Angelo, by name, 

a wicked, vile man, when I was fifteen yea.rs. old, which Wa$ about 

thri ty two yeara. ago, :ln 1545. 'l'hia let·ter dontained the info1·ma.tian 

that the tribes had approached close to Safed in count leas numbers.11 
even 

seventy times the number of those who left Egypt, and it/gave the 

inacripti~ns on their flags, their designs, and~heir color1, and 

the name of their king. 151 Would that his words had been true% May 

he die before hi:a time, for it was not enough for him tha. t he mock ... 

ed and derided?' us• 'but the i .. mnor spread among the natio,na and they 

laughed atju:e and at the Torah oi:' oui~ God. May the bones of that evi.l 

one be orushedJ And after him, tJtjl.ere cam<::1 along two other rascals. 

in Sa.fed, named Samuel Uaque and Samuel Zarfi. They. also were 

wiseacres., and ea.ch would say, quite art lea.sly as if he were not 

concocting the story, tra.t he had conversed with a certain Arab 

who had just come from the land of the tribes •. And when they would 

be speaking with some Moharmnedan on business matters, and a Jew 

would pass by them and would try to listen in on their conversation, 

they would rebulte him, in orde1" to aubstC;1.ntiate their story, a.ncl 

latet they would tell him, 'Why did ylbu t~ to listen in on our 

. oonveraationi That man ia a Jew l11':e ua, but a member at the tribes 
'i!! 

from the Sambation, and he doesn't wish to reveal himself to anyone 

but to us' •••••••• And the masses o~ Sa.fed would believe them! 0152 

Pranks such a.a. these no doubt area.tad a good deal of scep

tieism, and it is not aurpria ing to find. t ha. t Akriah continues 

I I 
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in essence, as fallows: 153 I have heard many say that the ten tribes. 

are independent, ha.ve their own king and. great power1~1 and lack 

nothing but the tem,Ple and prophecy, 'for they.live in great peace 

a.nd plenty. The report is that they haJtre many kings subject to 

them, who fight their wars for them. They are said to live nea.f the 

Sambation; some say that they live beyond. the Sambation, others 

tha.t they are very far from Yemen, and still other.a that they 

are beyond the river Gozan. Jos.ephua says that they are near the 

dark mountains 9 and many say that they are near the kingdom of 

1 / ~h. , near the land of Prester John. I couldn't believe all this 

for various reasonaa l) in view of our present low status in this 

bli'tter exile, who can. say tha.t we are independent a.a: we once we re? 

2) out• sages specifically stated that the ten tribes will never re

tu1•n, for they are assimilated among the nations, and in fa.ct, 

many of them are with ua under Moslem and Christian rule .. Des}Ll;ite 

the fact that I've read of' them in Ber1jamin of Tudela, and JUdad 

Ha Dani, and David Reubeni, and the letter of J?re.ater John, it Sieem-

ed to rne that these authors had invented these liea to inject 

courage into the he:a.rts of our oppressed peo:gle, and I put no faith 

in them. But in 1562 I sailed to Cairo from Conatantin.ople. On board 

waa an old Turk who had been a soldier and who had ta.ken p.tr t in a 

campaign from Egypt against Yemen and Aden .. Another old l'urk1, whom 

I suspected to be really a Jew, asked whether he had come acfosa 

any independent grou:ms of J'ews in that land, and he replied~ "Yes, 
~-

I saw wmth my own eyes, wQ.ile we were crossing the sea to East 

~ndia• a land on which no man had set foot, certain mountains that

were inhabited .. 1rhe pilot told us that these people were an invin .. 

cible Jewish tribe .. Our commander laughed and said, 'if they are 

Jews they cannot be as s;trong as you g:zy,' and he wished to attack 
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them; but his counsellors dissuaded him, saying, 'if you conquer 

thera, no special glory will be yours, for they are but miserable 

Jews, and if they conquer you, think of the shame of it~ to be 

conquered by Jews!' 154 So he desisted. 11 When I heard this with my 

own ea.rs from such a trustworthy source ( l) I re4oiced very much .. 

When I got to Alexandria I heard much discussion concerning the ten 

tribes. A certain scholarly scribe came to me and said, knowing me 

aa he did to be rather sceptical of the whole buainesr:h 'What do 

you a&y,, now that it has. been reported that we have a king in the 

land of Habeah?' I lookeci into the matter and found that the ~, 

rumoi~ had or~ginated with the physician, R. Samuel Shalom, of 

Cairo. I visited R. Samuel when I got. to that. oi ty, and he told m~ 

that about a. month ago he had. been called. by h:Ls master, the gover

nibr, who asked him, 'Have you heard anything of a king of the Jews 

in these da.ya'i'' He answered, yea, there we:r.e rumors concernil1g a 

Jewish king, but the Jews put no atock in them. Then the governor 

showed him a. letter from the king ~lk I Ge;~ (perhaps a corruption 

of Prester John)t of the land of Habeah, which asked for help 
l54a 

against an army of 12,000 Jewish horsemen./Theu, too, a man frconn 

Habash ~ through Cairo recently on his way to Conatantino~le, 

ar1d he too spoke of this Jewish k:lngdom and offered to guide us 

there. 

A letter from the city of Jforli, in the Romagna, mentions 

several signs of the coming of the Mesaiah& the Turks are pre:m:ar

ing to invade Venice (unless :Pante l'fog1·0 is ceded to them) and 

Ragusa, and the king, J)on Feranti, of Naples, has agreed to aid 

them; a Turkish apy has been ati.1JJ1ght in Ferrara w.ln.o divulged the 

secret that twelve other Turkish spie~3 are in Italy, but their 

purpose remains undisclosed; 11; is also rumored that the ten tribes: 

j. 

I, 
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have killed the king of Persia; and the Indians have sent envoys 

to Venice to make known that the Jews are devastating their land; 

and massacring its inhabitants, and tha:t unless aid is dispatched 

immediately they a.re)a.11 lost. The writer then relates that in a 

--·-·-=-=---~--::-i 

long drawn out· battle with the Indi\!}(a\a, · the J"ewa S'.ent rurrner's back 

to the Sa.mbation for reinforcements:, and immediately 400,000 trained 

soldiers were rushed to the f rormt. The Venetians were surprised 

a.t,this news and sent a galley to inves.tigate. It returned to report 

that this was all true and 'fr1at great numbers of J·ews were gathering 

in Jerusalem from all over the world.. J?rom the district of !<Q) J> , 

near Genoa, more than 10.000 Jews have journeyed by sea to Jerusal

em. When ·the Sul tan heard of this mass movememt of Jews, he was 
~' 

vefy much frightened. and immediately ceded to them the land of 

Paleatii:le. This news ia continually being confirmed. by Jewish 

tra-vellera. .. Jews in Bologna. Forli, Rome and Venice have passed the 

word along to keep this news quiet, for fear of trouble with the 

authorities .. And this is only a small portion of what he might 

tell us, the writer asserts; of the portentous events that have 

t1•anapired of late • 15~ 

There can be no doubt, from this letter and others which 

have been presented"' above, that a si~able Mesa,ianic movement was 

in the making during this century, and that had a magnetic claim

ant to Messianic pretensions presented himself t the sentimeltlt 

would have been :precipitated at this time. As it was, it held over, 

and gathered force, until in the middle of the next century a man 

did appear who could and did utilize i,ta posaibili ties. It is 

evident from those letters, _how closely the reports concerning 

the ten tribes were bound up with the Mesaiamic hopes of tthe Jews. 
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Neubauer says, "Nearly all these strange fie ti ons can1e out of 

the brai mi of Italian Jews; 156 amongst the mo st i.eloquent of them is 

Abraham Yagel.. We shall give a free translation of the twenty .. 

second oha.pter of his work, Beth Ya.ar Hal-Lebanon. 157 

ti After., giving the passages of the Talmudic literature t the 

fourth book of Esdras ( of which he gives a Hebrew translation) and 

Josephus, he adds the following words, taken from a work containing 

additions to Ptolemy's Tables: 'New Africa,' the author says, 'ia 

a part of the earth which was unknown to the ancient gelbgraphers, 

they not having found out the aouro4 of the Nile, which begins in 

the mount.ains, called by ancient writers, the Mountains of the :Moon, 

and now the Mountains of " ./\ 
1 :\l • In these mou nta. ins dw.ell un immense 

number of Jews, who :i;:ay tribute to the king of Eltlhiapia., called 

Prete John. We therefore' says Ya.gel, 'do not hesitate a moment"' 

to take these Jews to be descendants of the ten tr,ibes, inasmuch 

as this northern corner was counted part of thE1 terri·tory of the 

Assyrian kings. 9 Here follows a passage which cannot be correc@ly 

read, many words and lines having beer1 crossed out by the author, 

or a censor. The inference is, that a ~reaj& physician, Moses 'rod· 

roe, said something in the year 5343 (1583) concerning the men of 

the tribe of Asher. Ya.gel refers them to the accounts of David 

the Reubeni te and prior to him of Eldad. The rest of the illegi=tYle 

text seems to refer 'to some unhappy events in Germany during the 

Crusades in connedtion with a sorcerer. 11158 

159 Ya.gel says further on, 11 It is clear to anirnne who has his 

right f.lenses, that the tribe~;i still exist, a,nd. t?at they wi 11 re

turn at the time when the Redeemer shall come to Zion. 'rhey are to 

be found amongst the three bands of exiles, of which one is inside 
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the river Sambation {and they were perhaps,, the first exiles); 

they dwell in safety, have no other prince and superior but JHVH, 

their God, who reigns over them; they choose their princes from 

amongst themselves, and are those whom the Christian (whom I saw, 

e.nd whose words I give in another place) found. in g1·eat prosperity. 

The~ are surrounded on four sides; viz., towards the north by the 

Sambation and the Sand-sea, which stretches from eaE:it to west; 

on the wes;t side they are c lol~ed in by the ocean (Medi terrariean); 

towards the eas.t and the south are high mouµtains, impassable from 

their great height, called the Mountains of the Sun and the Moon, 

which Alexander the Great tried to pass • .And of these exiles it is 

said, ''110 them that are in darkness sh~w )Voursel ves, ' 160 for they 

are behind the d.ark mountains, and the river Go@IZn; indeed Nah:man

ides says the Gozan is the Sambation. 161 The second part of' thenf 

includes those who dwell on the other side of the river f)~.mbatian, 

viz., the Reubenites, the Gadi tes, and half of Manasseh, who were 

the second exiles. '.f.'hey are far from BabyloniEi, in the twwns of 

the Medea, a.nd a :re also sea ttered. in Africa; some are eighty days 

distant from Babylonia, anci}from thence came David, the Reu·beni te. 

In order to search them one has to cross seas, rivers and deserts; 

they have princes, of their own nation, but ll;l.Y tribute to the king 

of Ethinpia. They are constantly at war with their eni3mies in self· 

defense. Their rite is the same as ours, and only lately the gre~t 

work of Maimonides reached them, which they accepted as their rel-

igious guide. But they knew a.lso the lviishna f.a.nd the Babylonia .. n 

Talmud. Their territory reaches as far as Aden, to the land of 

Cush, and to the source of the Nile, where this river se]!arates 

from the :muphra.te.s ((de); they inhabit the strip between~hese two 
'(" . 

rivers .. They are goverried by a sec)fota1y of the king David, and 
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are very numerous, like the s ta.rs in heave,n .• With them are/the child ... 

ren of' Rehabhih and those of Moses, who number more than erixty · 

myri~~d.a .. l\![essenge:rs were sent to them in the time of Pope Clement 
162 

VII, a part of whom died on their way, and those remaining 

brought tidings conoernirig the greatness of the tribes, and. their 

wicle territories, ha.vi i:'Jg on the one side the lting of Ethiopia and 

on the other the king of l?eraia .. And the same says BenjEll'llin. 11 'rhe 

third :r;.art Yagel puts in Araata, in the boundaries of :liblah, 

according to IV Esdras, ttwhose dwellings remain now unknown, where 

they will remain until God remembers them; To sum up. Reuben, Gad, 
(#..' 

and half of Manasseh a.re on our side of the Sambation; the Rechab

ites, the Children of Moses., Zebulon, Dai'l, i~·aphtali, Gad (two tribes 

of Gad?), and Asher are on the other side of the Samba ti on; E:Qhraim, 

the other half of Manasseh, Simeon and Issachar are in Daphne of 

Ribla; J'udc;,h and Benjamin and most of the tribe of Levi are dis

persed in Asia 4nd E~rope, as said bj Josephue. 11 

"And there is no d.oubt that in ea.ch exile of the :four, the re 

were many of the other tribes who went •ith the exiles accox•ding cs. 

they were more or le.as neighbors, so that ea.oh band of exi lea was:, 

:i.ndeed, mixedt comprising some of all the twelve tribes- in add-

ition to men o:f oit}Jer nations, who joined themselves. to the exiles. 

Israel, of c~X1·se,. increased in numbers,, a.nd was scattered to the 

fou:i:· wir1d.s of heaven to proclaim the name of our one God. This is 

in my opinion the reason of the mtmy exiles and wanderings of our 

fathers and ourselves, viz.,~. that the name of the one God e.nd his 

:w;ower should be made known by us from sunrise to sunset, umtil 

there shall be .(on earth) Jehovah one, and his name one, and all 

shal 1 lrnow and rec ogni !'.:'.~e that. to him alone belongs greatness and mg 
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might, and to no one else.tt 163 

In a previous chapter Yagel nakes this statement: 164 11 1 

heard at I,ucera from a Chris thin named Vincenzo lviimano, who was 

a prisoner in the hand a of the Turkel nea..rly twenty-five yea ra, and 

travelled over mountains and through valleys with care.vans, the follow-

ing story: He once left Algiers with a };Ll.s{l.a nomed Asan Basan Bey, 

of Barbarossa, who lived in the time of king Selim, having with him 

about 40,000 .Turkit:ih warriors, and in the camp were also twelve 

Jews, moat of them from Algiers. They travelled on the road to 

Barbary, then towards Fez, and then to India. Here they found in a 

certain place inhabitants, short as a man's arm, who fed up·on grass, 

walked a.bout naked, slept in caverns, and s :prbke an unintelligible 

language .. The cara,van left India. to the le ft, passed all the land 

of the black kitllg, and tgrned towards the west, unti 1 they rea.oijed 

the aan1Erna., This is a desert full of sand, .which is lhlown. from 

place to place according~to the wind, just as the waves on the great 

sea. .. And because it forms waves, it is called san1®ea. Going fur .. 

ther west they oame to a river, called Sambation, which, wonderful 

to say is full of water all the weekdays, so strong that it rolls 

along gree.t stones and a quantity of sand, so that no ship dare 

venture upon it; but on Friday, toward sunset, the river rests. and 

beco:m;i.ea quite dry, so that a child can c.foss it. It is said that 

the 1•iver is in some Illa.ces one and a half, three, and four miles 

brot~d& it flowi:J bet.ween north and south, having to the right the 

west a.n'o the left the eas.t, until it falls into the ocean; shi:ps 

which venture on it lose their way; indeed, no ship is yet lmown to 

have ri:rturned safely from this river. When the ll3.sha and a part 

of his troops (for the greater part remab1ed on the other side~ 

crossed the river· one Sabbath dc;ty t they travelled about a dl;1.Y' a 
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journey, and found ingabi ted cities and fertile land, where nothing 

was wanting; water came from the mountains in abundance. The cities 

were inhabited by Jews, fine looking men, with han daome . women, aill 
b 

d:ressed with silk, purple, and fine woolen long dresse,!i' reaching 

down to the heels as(in Turkey. The gir'7'ls as well as the. women wear 

their hai1• loose oh the shoulders. with the difference that the 

marrj.ed women wore a thick veil, so that nothing of their face coul.d 

·be seen. Vincenzo had not praise enough for the beauty of thes.e 

inhabitants and their wealth .. They took their meals sitting on 

carpets spread on the ground,· just as in Palestine~ They said. that 

they were freemen, not aubjec,t .. tc> any king; . ohoosi.ng their own 

prince from their own nation. Be a aw seven kings, in royal apparel,· 
d 

with goihd crowns; their king¢oms were very extena.ive with many 

cities. One amorigst .them, however, was not dressed in kmngly cos ... 

tume, ·but wore a black cloak, an old man with a distinguished face;; 

the Ishmaeli tea ca.11 him the Pappas, a.nd. they learn fr.om him their 

law, and all the kings bow before him, and honour him like an 

angel of the God of Hosts .. 1l1he pa.aha and his oscort with the t~welve 

Jews from Algiers who travelled with him, said to the Jews of thia 

country and their kings that he was sent by the great Sultan Selim, 

who wished them good, to ask them to ray him tribute, since God 

·had given him all the countries unde~the sun .• Should they refuse to 

pay tribute, he would take reverige upon thei.r brethren in his dom ... 

iniona, destroying them and. driving them out of his kingdom. The 

seven kings, together with the old man in black, asked time to con

s id.er the matter. After three ·months they sent this answer, that 

since they had been in their land they had never paid to any sultan 

or king a fixed. tribute,· and t: hey were not w il.ling to begin it now. 

: i 
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But for the(sake of the dispersed of Judah who were under the :power 

of the sultan, although they did not observe the Law of Yfoses and 

its precepts in the right way, a.a themsel vea, and therefore were 

I 

1: 

only brothers by name, they were willing to give silver• gold, and 1:1 

precious stones as a present now, but the sultan must not ask trib

ute a second time i they would certainly not agree to it, but wage tti 

wa.1· a.gains.t him with all their allies. 165 Thua they sent :presents. 

to the sultan as they promised, and gave al.so to the pasha prec-

ious garment.a. To the Jews w~ were with the pasha they presented, 

in addition to garments, three Hebrew books bound a tiff, as in 

Italy, embroidered with gold and pear le. Vi:ncenz.o heard that these 

books were more precious to the Je~s of this land than· all jewel.a. 

Thus the ;p~a with hia. e acort ancJ/the J~ws with. him who acted as 

interpre tera, repasaed the i·i ver in order 'cto :t return to their own 

count1·y. Vincenzo continued. to aey that after eighteen mor1ths' 

journey not a fourth part of the army returned, for three .. quarters. 
• 

of them died on the journey through the. sana/aea. ]101· travelling there 

is possible only with a magnetic compass, just as in voyages by 

sea.. And f30metimes they were obliged to rest a day Ol" two, or even 

a week, for fear of 'being buried under the sand, and becoming mummies. 

Indeed, ma.ny mumrµies were found in the desert 9 and more than one 

hundred and fifty were brought to Algiers. 11 

So ends the a.rep of re port a of the tell. tribes produced by 

the sixteenth century, perhaps the most fertile period of' all in 

these products • 166 There can be no doubt that the potent fertiliz .. 

i11g agent which made this century so outate.nding was the Reubeni 

e:n»iaode whi.ch opened it. The first half of the seventeenth century 

witnessed 8110ther such striking contact with the~ribea, which, while 
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not aa apecta.cular as that· of about one hundred years. before~ never•· 

thelesa had much more serious repe!B'oussions upon the lif'e of Jewry.
167 

Thia is the Baruch Gad incident. 
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J3efore I recount the adventures of the famous Baruch Gad, I 

shD.11 turn to those of an other. equally . interesting if less re .. 

nowned,• 

In the l630ts two Polish Jews came to Lublin, after having 

travelled in the Orient, and published there a little book in Yid.-

dish ca.lled~_.G1.f1 _____ ~1/s' ___ 0.LL~-· 'rhe a.uthor, Gershon ben JJlliez.:er 

Ha I~evi, claimed to have visited all the J'ewish kingdoms mentioned 

by Eldad, Benjamin of' Tudeil.t.a, David Reubeni,. Fe:rissol and the 

Christian writers, the Sambation and the land of l?reater John. The 
~ 

Ca tho lie cle1·gy ~ fHaring the e ffecte of such a book cm thE: oppresaed 

Jews of Foland, fofbade ite. aale, confiscated all ava.ila.biL,e copies. 

·and burned them in Warsaw. But thea.e two Jews travelled througli 

, the land e.elling their ta.le, and everywhere they were accorded· 

high honors by their gullible, wonder-loving Jewish hosts. Johann 

AndreaJl Eia.enmenger, the Jew baiter, preserved a part of this book 

in his volume 11En tdeoktes Judentulll, 11 (:b"1rankfort, 1 ?00), which was 

reprinted in .Amsterdam, in a Hebrew version, as." ,e,;) f1-;;;i • Thia 

was again reprinted by Moses Edrei in his v olume _____ p_,_pJ ___ _yft,.+_·")00 , 

Amsterdam, 1818. 168 

Gershon says tbat he had heard many rumors concerning the 

ten tribes, their great piety and prosperity, their power • their 

whereabouts, etc., but he had put no faith at all in these in 

view of the bitter exile to which the Jews were subjected. In l.630 

he was in Alexandria whee.a he ha..d i;tan.Y converaa.ti ans on the sub

ject of th~ ten tribes. From there he went to Cairo, where he heard 

that a· letter had t>een received in Saloniki, telling of the 'ex• 

ploits of the Jews across the Sambatian: that they had defeated 
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Pristian, and other tribes ( P 1 ~JKIQ) 'II\) , he calls them), 

and he rejoiced that God had seen fit to fu lf'il the :prophecy, 11 the 

ecej)tw:.e shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from 

betwee.n tiis feet. 11169 He went to Saloniki·, and found there a caravan 

ready to depart, the :pasha of which informed him that his car1:1.van 

would pass. the Sam.bation. He accom1-ianied this caNi.gan through the 

desert .. (He deacrnrns animals he saw in the d.eaert with five feet 

and three eyes., and other such marvels of nature.) He pas sect by 

the sea around the. desert of' Calicut, andcwne to the land of the 

·--~--.P'\),.J_{S'}li) '.JkL., two days' journey from. the Sambation. Brom thence 

he journeyed to a city near the. river, so near. in fact, that the 

thunder of its :burbulent rush was constantly ancl c.learly to be heard .. · 

When he wished to approach cloae:r to the river, he was informed 

that thilii! was. nqt possible, since the king. Pristian, had posted 

guards along the b~nk to fight off the frequent depreda tio.ns of the 

Jews from acfosa the river. The king Pfiatian is a Tutohammedan, (j.e 

tells usJ He remained in the city three weeks .• Duri.lf.llg this time he 

scouted ai·ound for information &l!e>:ut the river and the Jews, pre

tending, hiil.lself to be a non-Jew, a.nu f ou.nd that the river quiets 

~ two hours be:f'ore the f:)abba th sets in and Cit this time the 

J'ews cross over and make th!ll.1.:r attall;;l<a, and this is why guards are 

stationed at the river .. But on the Sabbath the Jews do not cross. 

He teatifies from personal experience that the river a~tually 

. ceases flowi rig two hours before the Sabbath begins. The people . of 

the city shooed him brlfl$-~dlll~a in the walls and other sou.venira of 

the att~s by the j·ewa, and. told him that the J"ews are very pros .. 

peroua, have an abundance of gold, wear fine colored clothes, but 

never bli.ck. The river ia seventeen paraa:a.ngs: wi.d.e; it throws .. 

ii ., 

,j 

I! 



p rr-,--:-'."--•r'9", -=--.--w.G!Dl.t..·~ 

atones six days of the week, anc.l H~a tumult may be heard two days' 

journey away .. Qn the Sabbath ·it is quiet, no water or rocks are to 

be found iri it, only fine. snow ... white sand. 'rhe natives consider 

the water of the river holy, and: in truth it has a curative effEH~·t. 

Only Jewa live on the ob.her side of the river .. They have twenty~ 

four kings., a.nd over them all is king Eli.ezer. He has a tremendous. 

army, we11 .. armed and)tra:l ned. On the Sabbath the J"ews guard theh· 

si.de of the river and. if anyone crosses over they kill him immediate-

. ly, except he be a Mo alem trader. 'rhe hors'emen 11 tt-irally live on 

.their mour1ts., carrying their food. with them; they. have their feet 

tied under the horse's belly, because of i ta gre~1.. t speed .• Another 

great king of the ·Jews is Daniel •. '11he pe&ple are skilled artisans; 

the land ia fruitful and very wea..lthy, cont&.ining precious stones 

and metals. Ger.dRn r:ela tea how two of the king Daniel's sons fought 

off and. defeated· one thousand of the enemy. They are very c.areful 

about the rules of ritual cleanliness. The king of India and PriB• 

tiun send gifts to the J'ewish kings and continually court their 

favor. 

In 1628, Gershon continues, eight European J"ewa cfoaaed the 

Sam.bat ion. 'l'he kirig, who interviewed them, was amazed that Jews 

shoµld have desecrated the Sabbath, but they excused themselves,, 

telling him that they had been taken ca.pti ve and had fled to his 

ahel ter. He tested them by requiring them to ree.d from a Heb:r:ew 

book, and when he found them proficient in this exercise, he per-

mi tted them to remain in his land. '.Chese Jews eventually married 

and settled there permanently .. 

Gershon further reports that he found d.escendants of the 

Rechab~tes iiving in the mountains of Niaa'bur; and in the raj,, C·~ 
mountains he found descendants of the four tribes, Dan, lifaphtali, 
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Zebulon170 and Asher, who possess a vast territory; including all 

the desert to the border of Media .. They are continually carrying 

on great wars with the(king of Cush. 

In 1639, the year in which Gershon began his adventuresome 

travels, a meahulah from J·e1·usalem, named Baruch Gad1 ?l journeyed: 

to Persia, where he was attacked by bancii ts in a desert and left to 

die .. He wandered about for· a ·while, and then met a wa.rrior who quea

tio:ned him in Hebrew and told him that he was a· member of the tribe 

of Naphta]i. This stranger g:ed Baruch, and asked him to wait for him 

while he told his. t:rtbe of his encounter with a member of the tribes 

of Judah and Benj anu.Ln. Baruch a.s.ked to go along, but he replied. 

that the di.stance was too grefljt for him in hie weakened condition, 

and left hixn a charm to wxotect him from wild animals,, and other 

dangers •. This man returned in three days and t.old him that he ha.d 

visited ,!1.~ the .tri1l,@.§. and showed them the credentials Baruch carried 

from Jerusalem and told them of the great tribulations and aufferinga. 

of Israel in exile-. as Baruch had related them to him~ 'l'hey were 

very much grieved by this sad news .. He gave Barurxh a letter from tlle 

tribes to carry bae:k to J"erus.alem. His own name, he a.aicl, wa.a Mal-

chiel .. He conducted Baruch through the. der.Jcert for three days .to a 

.Place three days dis.t\U'®t from the land of Shinar, and left him with 

his blessing .. Baruch brought thi a letter to Jerusalem in 1646. In 

165'7 a copy of it waa given to the Kabhalist, R. Na.than Spiro .• Nine 

:promine.nt rabbis of Jerusalem testified to the truth of Baruch Gad ts 

atory and/to the accura.teneaa of the copy. Il• Nathan Spiro died in 

Reggio, Italy, in 1666e The famous Chayim Joseph David Azulai saw :tJ. 

this le·tter in the archives of the Jewish community of Reggio,• j.'72 
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Later a CO:RY of this cow came into the poasesaion of the well-

known Sd>lomort Du1?>:10, in whose 1 ibrary Moses Ed!t'ei found it and 

. pu'bl ished it in hia _____ _ f>'p_-.1_ i)eu 1~0_, in ia1a. 173 In 1832 a. 

meshula..h,_ Abraham Zalma.n, found the original copy among .the commun

al record.a of Reggio, and inco;r:po.ra.ted it in his diary. from which 

it was republished by Jacob 3api.r. 174 

The purport of thia letter which Baruch Gad brought to J·er .... 

usalem on his return from ij.i s momentous. journey ia a.a f ollowa: We, 

your brethren, the Bnai Moshe, who afe ac1•oss the Sambation, greet· 

you. We a.re very much grieved by the ne:wa of your sad lot in the. 

exile, and the destruction of the temple ... Some time ago· a Moslem 

slave was brought to the four tri'bea,. Dan l' N'a:phta.li,, Gad, and,Asher, 

who told them of the te'rrible things that have been happening to 

yo,u. They sent him to pa and when we heard of your unhappy ci.rcum

ste.nces we were, very sorvrowful. But we doubted the truth of his re ... 

poft, until to-day when we re.ad the letter (which Baruch hrul carried) 

from you, telling of your miafortunea. And we a:et up a g:rea.t mourn-

ing, and we wept bitterly to think tha:t you had to bear this great 
e 

punishment. But at the a.am~ time we rejoiced that God had made us 

freemen, ruling over great terr.i tories.~. We live beyond the Sam• 

bation., in which r.oclcs· o.lasl1 against ea.oh other six days of the week, 

but which rea,ta on the Sabbath .. Flames envelop the banks of t.he 

river all through the, Sab'bath,; so that no man may approach it. When 

our brethren of the four tribes wish to speak with us, we stand on 

opposite aide a of the :it·d.:ver and so we converse. We live i.n pea..ce 

and ~J.e curi tyl there is no unclean thing, animal or bird. or reptile 

within our borders. We live in fine, large houses, and we have ex

tensive pos.sessions of herds and flooks, and gold and silver1~ and 
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preciou_s stones. Each of us .lives at least one hund?red and twenty 
r , 

years;, never does a aon of. daughter die dtn"ing the lifetime of his 

parents·. In number we are forty tine.a a.s many as those who went 

out of Egypt" God ha.a showered all these kindneaaes on us because 

we observe his ~roi·ah and all his statutes and laws; we possess the 

Bible, the Miahna, the Talmud and the l\Udras:him .. We never swear 

by the name of God,. fo1· if an;w· one do ea a o he invariably dies w:i thin 

three days .. We pres.erve the four methods of OIJ>pita.l punishment pre

acl~ibed by the .Liabbia; our judge ia the Elde1• whose court is. in the 

synagogue .. 

We frequently hear a voi.ce speaking to ua from heaven, a Ba th 

Kol, which a11nounaea ••••••••••• and on Fridey- last ·we he.a.rd the Bath 
. 1?5 

Kol· proclaim........ And now brethren of the tribes of J'u&lh and 

Benj2.~n, do not lose hope in the J,.,ol'd our God, for w.hom the Lord 

loves he tea.ta; and a.a a father in hia son will he show his delight 

!lln you sooni as we have alreaqy told J1ou of the signs and won'dera 

whi.ch we have heard so will we behold ••••••• , 175 Do not be su1•pria-ed 

aind wonder why it is that we and the four tribes who possess such 

great wealth and powe1" do not sally fo1'\g(t) to war c. gainst the nations. 

Be i_t known to you that we, the tribe a (?) of the Bnai Ivioshe have 

not the pO'Vver to cross tqe river until the time of the 11 end 11' when 

God will proclaim 0 to the prisoners., go forth; ·to them that a.re in 

darkness, show yourselves. n176 Likewise the four tribes have per-

mission to c.ro~rn their boundatiea. only when their kings carx•y on 

war with the seven kingdoms which are round a.bou:t ua. As for you, 

oh, holy people, trus.t in the Lord, etc. The letter is signed by 

the king, Ahitob, son of Azariah, the prince, Yehazada.k, son of 

l ?'1 Uzar, and the elder, Uriel, son of Abiasaph. 

The correapondence between this letter and Eldad's repost ia 

unmistakable; it seems to be based almost entirely upon him. Yet it 
• - ~~ ,-'-'!-r'j"r_,,, ""' 
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received unquestioning credence, and as late as 1818 Moses Edrei 

writes that its ·truth cannot be doubted. 178 But Jacob Sapir~79 

whi.le he put a. implio it faith in the signatures of the grea.t rabb ia 

of Jerusalem, cautiously intimates that it may not be entirely 

"kosher". 11 
·-. •.i ·•r·) j' h~ C .eh k"' · ·n» -;i':/r; ,,m /'J? 

=-_1)_)---"""Af~t •1) v'\/c; 11 , he sa.ya. 

The middle years of the seventeenth c13ntury were nat u1•ally 

ril)e for further rumors concerning the ten tribes •. 'The letter which 

Baruch Gad brought from the Bnui Moshe, the terrible Chmielnicki 

pogroms, the Sabbatai Zevi fiaaco, u.ll combined to create an un

usually unsettled stater: i.n world Jewry, a mental and emotional 

receptiveness to the wildest atories which held forth some prom

is·e of impro¥ement in the wretcheci condition o:f the Jews. A typic.al 

story conce1ming the tribes which dates from this period is the 
we..:, 

follo·wingi. A meshula.h who,.,aent by the community of Sa.fed to south-

ern Arabia to collect funds, met in Sana, the capital of Yemen, a 

noble loolcing man who claimed to be a Danita. He was a brave w.arriar, 

tall and tood-looking. He wore a long beard and curly hair reaching 

to his shoulders, oriental dress with a wide S~aeh about his waist, 

embroidered with the words_, 11 Dan shall be a. ser:pen t in the way t a 

horned snake in the path, u
180 

and a broad sword hung from his side. 

He spoke a good Hebrew, but he spoB:e it sparingly and meas.uredly. 

He consumed or1ly water and breE!d and his sleep was the sleep of 

a horse (very light). He w~shed frequently and asai.duoualy .. He 

asked the rneshulaij. about Jerus~lem and Palestine and a.bout the con"" 

di ti on of the Jewa, and when he heard of th_eir(sad plight he broke 

down and wept bitte1·ly for a.bout half an hour. When asked a.bout the 

Tiani tea he said shortly, that they had an independent. kingdom sev

eral months' di stance ea.at of Serna; their ruler was: one of themse lvea; 
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they lived in great peace. He said that his prin.ce had :sent him 

·to inquire about the lot of the scattered Jews. He agreed to take 

·the meshulah through the desert with him to hia tribe, but when the 

latter hesitated he grew angry and left. The next day the meshulah 

went in search of him but he was nowhere to be found. When he re .. 

turned to. Sa.fed a.nd}told this story he was berated for his weakness 

and it was decided to aend other meahulahim to ferret the matter 
181 out. 

This was the sort of story which was to be heard frequently 

in the eas·t, r~nd in fa.at throughout Europe a.t this time. But dur

ing these years a new t11pe of theory concerning the tribes was 

being seriously promulgated in Jewish cifclea:, and thougn. it was: 

not new to either thoae or to Christian circle a, having been sug

ges.ted. w:li.. th the di acovery of America. with whi.oh 1 t concerned it self, 

it was gaining a new and lusty lease on life, which it holds even 

unto this day .. Thia. iivaa the theory which Ma.naase.h ben Israel pro

pounded and popularized with such ~ervor in his b ook __ J;,& ~/j))I. 182 

On the llJ,aais of the report of a J'ewiah traveller iri the New 

World, Antony Montez.inoa. (Aaron Ha I,evi), who c.laimed that he had. 

met. Indiana in America who claimed to be defrnended from~he tribe 

of Reuben, arid who recited the Shema, and observed certain Jewish 

cua.toms, :Ma.nasaeh set out to prove that part of/the ten tribes was 

to be found in America. He differed from the Christian speculators 

on the continued existence of the tribes in the New World, in that 

the latter saw in the Indiana genera.lly descendants of the Israel

ites, but di.ffered as to whether the allege~d .rewish customs of the 
:;~ 
.i natives were due tl'.» their Jewish descent or to the machinations of 

Satan (which gives us some idea. of the general level of the discuss

ion among Christians), while he maintained th1;it the f irat inhabitants 
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of America were the ten tribes, but the 1ra1·tars who followed con

quered them and drove them into the Cordillera mountains where they 

took refuge. The Jewish customs of the Indian a were deriYed from 

their Isra.e:li.tiah predec.easors, whom they had driven into}tlhe mount

ains .. JVJ:ana.aseh sums up his views on the matter thus: 

11'1• That the West Indies were anciently inha.bi ted by a part 

of the ten tribea, which passed thither out of Tart1:i.ry, by the 

Streight of Anian. 

0 2. That the ';rribes are not in any one place, but ir;t many; 

because the Prophete.' have foretold their return s hctll be into their 
f 

Country, out ot divers plaaea;, Isaiah e:s:pec.ially saith it shall 

be out of eight. 

11 3. That they did. not returne to the Second Tem:mll.e. 

11 4. That a.t this day they keep the Jewish Heligion,. 

11 5. That the prophecies ooncevning their returne to their 

Country, are of neces ai ty to be· fulfill ed. 

11 6• That from all coasts of the World they shall meet in 

those two plaaes, sa. Assyria and Aegypt; God preparing an ea:aie, 

pleasant way. and abounding with all things., as Isaiah saith,. oh. 

49, and from thence they shall f'lie to .Jeruaalem, as birds to their 

nests.. 

0 7. That their kingdome shall be no more divided, but the 

twelve Tribes shall be joigned together under one J?rince, that i& 

under Me.saiah, the Son of Davidi ancl that they a hall never be dri van 

out of their land. 0183 

Manaas~h goes through the long list of reports concerning the. 

whereabouts of the ~r·!i.bes, all, or most, of which he accepts, a.a 

true. The ten tribes are in c.onsequence ubiquitous. He says: "Hither-. 

': 
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to we have shewed that the ten· Tribes are in divers places, a.a in 

the West Indies, in Sina, in th~ conf inea of. Tartary, beyond the 

ri'V'ar Sa.b·bathi.on, and EuJ#lratea, in Media, in the kingdom of the 

Habyssins; of all which the Prophet Isaiah is to be understood, in 

Isa. 11 .. 11~ 'It shall come to paase in that day,. that the Lord 

shall set his hand the· second time to recover the remnant of' his 

people, which shall be left from Assyria, from Egypt, from J?athroa,. 

from Ethiopia, from Elam,. from Siniar,. from Ha.math and from the 

Islands of the Sea.. ' 184 :&,rom whence you may gather that it is meant: 

of those place a where the ten 'Eribea dwell. 11·
185 

He says. of these descendants of the· tribes who a.re domiciled 

in the New World& they are "men of t~.i.ll stature,. comely in pre,sence, 

and have a.a great beards acma. as the Spaniards have, valiant and 

warlike~- who are not skilled in Cannon es, though the rest of the 

Indi~s use no other. t1
185a. They are ttwhite men, and hea.rded. well 

bred, well cloa.thed, and abounding with gold and silver; they dwell 

it~ a i ties.. enclosed with wa.la ~ and full of people. 11186 "And. our 

brethren (the ten tribes) do keep the le~w more zealously out of 

their land, than in it, a.a being neither ambitious, nor contentious 

(which hath some times happened with the family of David) by which 

means they might ea.silly erre in the true Religion, not acknow .. 

ledge Jerusalem., and wii thdraw tha.t obedience, which is due. to the 

Lord, and to his .filemple. " 187 

Manasseh's book is clearly a tttendenzachrift11 •. He hoped, by 

:proving that since England is the only country in which the J'ewa 

do not reside, and since the redemption will t~Ke place when the 
t., ~~ow ·t1,._t 

Jews are scattered in all the counttiEHl of the globe, fl. the admiss-

ion of Jews to England will bring about the longed-for milleniurn .. 

"My second motive ia, u he aaya, 11becauae of the opinion of many 

. I 
I 
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Chril~tians and mine doe conaurre herein, that we ·both lrnlieve that 

the restoring time of our .Nation into their native Countrey, is 

very neer at hadd; 188 I believing more particularly, that this res-

tauratian oannot be, before theae words of Daniel, ch .. 12 .. ver. ? .. 

be firf::',t ewoompliahed, when he sa~th, 'And when the dispersd.on of 

the Hlbly ;J?eople shall be compleatad in all plac.e a, then shall all 

these thirJgs be com.pleated' a signifying therewith, that before all 

be fulfilled, the People of God must 'be first dispers.ed into all 

places & Countr.eyes of the World. Now we know, how our Nation at 

the present ia spread al 1 about, and. hath its seat and dwelling 

in the most flourishing parts. of all the Kingdomes, and Countreyes 

o:f the World, as: well· in America as in the other :bhree narta 

thereof; except onely in my judgment before the Mesaia come and 

restore our nation, thg._t ;f.ii:s:t_w.,e mu.s_i hav.~. ,our .se.~~ here .{in :~.n..a: 

,lapd).,):.i.l~e~i~e .• 0189 (Underlining mirie.) It is interesting to note 

that Manas.aeh did not rel.;w entirely upon the argume\'!fn\ from Be rip· 

:ture to carry his y:oint, but tha.t he strengthened hia case with 

a tref:?,tise on °}Iow Profitable the Nation of the J"ewes are, 11190 

which telling argument he introduces with th~ sage reflection that, 

ttProfi t is a most powerful motive, and which e.11 the world pre .. 
. 

f'erred before all other things: and therefore we shall handle this 

point first. 11 

A Siddur Ashkena.2.i·, pub·lished in Venica in 1645, which I ha:ve 

not seen, contains, a_ .. ?'.t''i)_1 1_e_ with this hea.ding1.. 11 J 1 f_ 
' ~II< a /<;\J/i) ye;,; (/' CN/10 ')'i)Jr' -1~0 i)e~ 'JN . IJ ~J' ii< ~·ti' 1) • 

';?N< ')h fo J 
11

/l' ;J)C)o •fl lgl 

We may here men ti on a. rumor which had gained a:as:acaR~ curren

.-e.y ii.A ·t~ 
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cy in this- period, to the e:t'fact that the ten tribes were to be 

found in China.. Manasseh b. Iara.el quo tea: a Christian writer, 

{'{;'(1C , wh.o reports that a Catholic .missionary in 

Chine., named Mathias H.iccia, met a Jew in JP.eking whom he took to 

his church and who mistook the in:agea of Mary and J'eaua and J'ohn 

the Baptist for those of Hebecca, with Jacob and Esau, and waa. in· 

duced by the :wriea-t to worship. them. Then the priest showed him a 

Latin Bibl1;, which contained some Hebrew words, and the man recog

nized them for Hebrew. though he could not read them. This Jew told 

the priest that many Jews lived in the vidinity of Peking, wha had 

synagogues and Scrolls of the Torah; some of them could speak Heb

rew. The :pr:teat visited the community, and found that this man's 

story was true. He tried :to convert the Jews but did not a.uoceed. 

Many auch stories filtered through from China at about. this time,, 

through Christian missionaries and tl'~V~llers,, and the J'ews of Eur .. 

ope, and the Chri atian s as well, naturally took theae Chines.e Jews. 

t.o be mem1Jers of the ten trihea. 192 



l -

'\• 81 

VI 

F.or a century the subject of the ten tribea was taboo,. if we 

a.re to judge from the silence that pre.vailed .concerning them in 

lit.e1·ary works .. The reaation after the tragic events of the middle 

seventeenth century was too strong for a time to :permit a.ny :repetition 

of the fantasies that had brought them on .. 193 But toward the end of 

the eighteenth century 11 strangely enough with the beginning of· our 

modern period, the JP.;ower of that reaction waned; new bi ta of ini'or

mation drifted into European J'ewr;J,ea. a new interest waa evoked. 

So we hear that in l ~60 a letter crune to· the ·Jews of London from 

the Jews of Honan, China •194 The Sephardic oommuni ty of London sent . 
195 . 

a. repl~ by the hand of the captain of a sailing vessel.. Thia letter 
n 

evidences the strong euapicion of the Sephardim of London that the 

Jews of Honan were deac.endecl. fz·om the tan t1·ib.es .• 

Not long after, the welJ. .. known Naphtali He:rz Wesaely published 

a document which purported to be tll. portion of the chronicle of the 
. 196 

Jews, of Cochin, on the coast of Malabar .. · This document was suppoa ... 

ed to have been secured by bl.n agent of the Dutch East India. Com-

pany in Ceylon, one Marcellus Bless ( o a r.1) ) , f'rorn a converted 

Jew,, Van Dort, who in 1757 had copied it· from a Hebrew manusc.ript 

in the poaaesaiori of the heal'.& of the Jewish community of Cochin and 

tranelated it imto Dutch. A German.scholar na,med Ritz; found it among 
,......._ 

some pa.pers of Bless. ' and translated U:t into German a he tried to 

verify it by writing to Cochin, but got no results. The editor, 

Wessely, publishes his Hebrew translation of Ritz's German translation 

ii 
! ' 
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of the Dutch t:ranslE.btior1 of the Hebrew 01·igine.l. 1I1he chronicle states: 

that in the ninth year of the reign of Hoshea., Salmanaaa1" c.ar:r.ied 

Israel into captivity to Halah, Habor, on the river Goza.n, and the 

cities of the Medas .. In the yoor 894 (866 B.C.E.) Salmanas;ar III 

sent 460 J'ewish families of these exiles. as a gift to Pora.va, king· 

of Yemen, who severely oppressed. and enslaved them .. ~'.1hese exiles 

tools: with them the: J?entateuch. J'oshua, Ruth, Judges., I and II Sam

uel t I Kings .. the Song ot' Songall the h~alms of David, Aaa.1>-h, Heman, 

;;az1 d the sons of Kor ah; Proverbs., liloclesiastea ~ the Ridd.les of Sol-

omon, the I>rophecies of G8.d, Nathan, Shemaiah, and Ahieh, Job, Jonah. 

and Isaiah, of which last book only eleven chapters rem®.in to them. 

Thea.e books were dl'bvided into three portions, Pentateuch, Hagiog

ra])ha, and 1.Jropheta .• They placed ea.oh section into a. case and put 

them in the'care of theb~ leader, Simou Habban, of the tribe of 

Ephraimi he was, the first in the Yemeni·te exile to be in charge of 

these cases .. 

As a result of the persecution of this king,, mos.t of "these 

exiles left Judaism, but a few, under the le&.dership mf Rabban, 

remained fa:li.thful to their faith. Rabban was forced to explain his. 

obstine.nt'lle to the king, who confiscated the holy boi>ks; but as a 

result of Habban' s argument the king let UJW sorrewhat on his persec

ution. In consequence of this confiKcation of their holy hooks the 

rE-lma.ining Jews of Yemen proclF..d.med a fast on the fifteenth of Elul., l 

897 (863 B.C.E.) which the Jews of Mecca and the coast of Male.bar 

keep to thia day. Then follows a prayer which Rabban offered up ori 

this oocasion. 

In the fifth year oftl'le rule of this king's son, Korab.a, ~W7 

(853 B.C.E.), on the tenth of Shevat, he returned the books and re-
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voked all of his father's decrees against the J·ews, as a result of 

wh~ch/the ,Tewa proclaimed a hihliday on that day,· which is sti 11 kept. 

Another prayer of Rabban's follows .. 

The leadership of the Jews of Yemen remained in the t'amily of 

Rabban .. In the ye.ar 1416 (344 B.C .. E.) thousands of Jews were exiled 

by the king Prozoa. One of the des:cendants of Simon Rabban, Simha, 

led them to Pona and Gozrati, which were und.er the rule of the 

Grand :Moguik:., where he heard that many Jews lived,. In 2100 (340 C.E.) 

11 the Jews. o:f:' this country were aga.in severely oppx•esaed. and many 

· we:r.·e converted, except for seventy-two families, which, led by 

Joseph Habbg,n, migrated to Malabaf', where the king Ferima.l wel.comed 

them and had his good wishes engraved upon two bronze tablets which 
0 ~ 

still exist in Cochin. He gave Joseph Ra.bhan and the hea.da o f the 

community after him a plot of ground. sixteen para.sangs in circurn ... 

ference., called Ba.mekr, which is still in the pQaaession of the in .. 

curnbent Naaai, Joseph Hla.gv .. 

The convert·ed J'ewa in tha. land of the Mogul do not recognise 

the name "Jew"• but when asked., from which people are you descended '? 

they reply, from the children of Israel. 1rhey still keep the Sabbath, 
' ' 

and Yom K:Lppµr, a.nd practise circumcision, and what is more sur:pris ... 
I . 

ing, a till speak a fine Hebrew, though they no longer have the rrortil.. 

Joseph Hlagv., the Nassi, still imaseGa.es. two letters wl1ich 

Ahasue:rue aent out concerning Haman and Mordecai, written in the 

Tamuli language, The natives of Malabar, who are cal led the KanarinZo, 197 
! 

also celebrate Purim with the Jews, for they say that at the time of 

its occurence their king waa subject to Aha.auerus, and they too would 
countermanding 

have been required to massacre the Jews, ha.d the/decree/of Ab.as.uer-

us not been issu.ed. 

11 
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Ii: 
II 
11 

1: ,[ 



In the year 1650 C.E., on the fifth of Shevat, the last of 

the Rabban family, J·osiah, Nassi of the J"ews of Mala.bar,· d.ied .. and 

the position wer1t to tJther fe,milies. 

The document concluden with the statrnent that the computation 

of dates in this chronicle is from the exodus from. Egypt, which~ll 

Jews know occurred in the yea:t· 2000 A·.M. 198 This short chronicle 

was translated. from the Hebrew original, Cochin, 175?; signed, 

Leopold Emanuel Jae ob Van l)ort. 

r-1 Wessely in his noteia accey;ts this story as t1•ue, e,nd recog ... 

nisea these Jews a.a members of the ten tribes; he becomes quite 

excited o:ve1· the pwos.pect of obj;aining the books they have and thus 

proving that the Torah had its :present form. and content before the 
(-

destruction of the first temple, as well as gaining further infor

mation 011 the Jews of' that early period .• But he wonders how it is 

that although travellers and traders over a fairly long period have 

brought news of Jews living in the region of :Malabar, no word of 

their descent from the ten trilleo had come to Europe before this. 
of 

He wonders: how they reacted. when they first heard/the Mishna and 

Talmud; whether they 1;1ccepted them or not; how they interpret the 

laws of the Bible, etc. He asks all Jews who have occasion to visit 

that a·ountry to investigate the matter and to try to get further 

informa.tion .. l.99 

Moses Edre1 j.nforms us that 11 In the year l ?88, in the month 

of April, one of the princiiga.l Jews named Ezekiel Racby, 200 sent a 

letter to Holland to· the Jewa, to inform them that the ten tribes 

were to be found in different places in India and China, a.n d all 

this letter was printed and published in the kingdom of Holland. 11201 

I have been unable to locate this letter. Edrei may be referring to 

the extract of the Mali:<l1ra.r chronicle which I have cliscussed above. 
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The nineteenth century saw no cessation in rumors 1;1,nd s11ec .. 

ulation about the ten tribes. 202 In .Ameiei,ca a leading J'ewish jurist 

and. s'tateaman, :Mordecai Manuel Noah, in a pr·oclama:tiion which he 

re~d in Buffa.lo, New York, on September 2, 1825, on the occasion of 

the dedica.tion of his projected Jewish state of Ararat, declared 

that "The Indiana of the .American continent, in their admitted 

·Asiatic origin, -- in their worship of God, -- in their dialect and 

language, -- in their saarificea, marriages, divorces, burials~ 

;;;fas tings, p1'..1rifica tions, punishments, cities of refuge, di visions 

of tribes, -- in their High Priest$, -· in their wars and in their 

victories, being in all probability the descend.ants of the loat 

tribes of Iarael, which were carried captive by the king of Assyria, 

measures will be adopted to make them sensible of their condition 
. 203 

and finally re ... unite them with their brethren, the chosen people. 11 · 

In 183'7 Noah delivered. a lengthy disc ourae bef'ore the !vier-

ca.n tile Library Association of New York;, on 11 The Evidences of the 

American Indiana being the Deacenda.nts of the Lost Triber:~ of Israel. 11 

The ~eraecuti ons of 1830 in eastern Eureupe gave riae to a 

demand on the pa.rt of certain prominent Lithuanian Jews that the 

ten tribes and. the Bnai Moshe be sought out, for it was understood 

tha.t at one t irne in the past, when the Jews had been in trouble, these 

tribes had d.elivered them .. 204 In 1831, Baruch b. Samuel of Pinak, 

who lived in Sa.fed at the time, was sent by the g:e~at.Jtabalist, R. 

Israel· of Sa.fed, with a letter from the Ashkenaz.ic. community in 

Palestine, to the ten tribes and the J3nai Moshe., B~ruch left Safed 

in Heahvan, 1831. He arri'U!ed in Sana, in Yemen, in Ab 11 1833. The rabbi 
., 

of the community in that city, Mari Yahya, accompanied him into the 

desert to the east of Sana to help him search out the tribes"' Baruch, 

in the course of their wanderings in the deaert • was bitten by a 
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snake which he killed wi.th his sword, at the same time cutting his 

foot. He W;a·a in grea_t pain and at a loss as to how to heal the wound 

when a sheep wandered by. Baruch caught it, killed it, a.nd cutting 

i ta body open:, placed his lacerated foot into the wa:r.m flesh. '.I.1his 

cured him. He was very much surp1•iaed to find a sheep wandering 

in the. deaert so far from any ha.bi tation, but after a while he 

came upon a whole flock of sheep and its shepherd, Tijis shephei·d 

205 turned out to be u .Tew, who took the letter which··Baruch carried 

· r.
1
from the Rabbis of Palestine, e.nd aslced .him~o wait in the town of 

Chaida.r1 nearby, while he informed his fellow-tribesmen of Baruch' s 

quest. Baruch and the rabbi waited some time in Chaida.n .and then 

re turned to Sana... He re Baruch, who had. some skill in medicine, 
c.. 

cured. the king of a severe illness., and became ¢hief :physician and 

a favorite at the court;. Court intrigues finally brought about.his, 

death at the hands of the king himself. Some time after his death 

two horsemen came to Cha.idan to i'nquix·e. after Barue:h • and upon 

being informed that he had left, they departed without lea.ving word 

concerning their ideD'ti ty. Wqen Mari Ya.hya of Sana heard of this 

he set out by himself to inveatigate. He never returned, nor was 

anything ever heard of him. Thie story was: told to Jacob Sapir by 

·Mari Said, the aon of Mari Yahya., by the Ab Bet~)in of Sana, and 

by others, and. c_ 11 the stories agree.d in all details. 
206 

Moses Edrei informs us that 11 In the Molt1ning Herald (of London) 

of the fourteenth of Novemger, 1832, there is an article eutitled 

'Jews in Thibet t. which a.ta.tea that the lost ten tribes Of the 

Jews have been found ln Li Buahari.a ••••••••• They speak in 'rhibet 

the Hi'nd.oo language; though they a.re idolaters, they do believe 

;1 there is an only God, and they believe in the Messiah, that he is 
'1 
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to come, and in their re,s.toration to t·he holy land of Jerusalem. 

'11hey a.re suvposed to be ten millions in number;. they keep the day 

of atonement (Kipur) the fa.st day of penitence, and holy day of 

Sabbath, e·tc •••••• 
II 
I think this testimony from the Herald is very clec,,r, and 

serves for a sufficient proof of the present existence of the ten 

tribes.; and Thi bet is a c ount1·y well known to the public. 0207 

Durmilg the first.half of the nineteenth century reports were 
/;) 

current that Jews had been found among, the native populati.ona of 

the Phillipinee E~hd Australia.,, and of course theae must be des.· 

l 
. . 208 

cended from the oat tan tribes. 

In 184? a young German Jew, Dr. Aache, a physich1n in the Sul ... 

ta.n's army, was induced to go in· search of the ten tribes· by R. 

Jose)l'th Schwartz., The only report he brought back was that while in 

Egy:pt he had been told that in Sana., Yemen~ there was a man who 

traced his descent from the tribe of Dan. 209 

In 1854 .Amram Maarabi! of· Safed. went in s.earch of the ten tri·bes, 

disguised as a dervish. He sought the ftechabitefSJ in the region m:i. 

about Mecca, but that grouii eluded him., He then went to Yemen and 

spent some time travelling through the des:ert, but finally returned 

to Safed, hie quest unfewardect. 210 

In 185? R., David Ashkenazi of Jerusalem went in search of the 

tribes., travelled through Arabi~ then cribsse~ the Red Sea to Africa 

and wandered t.hrough nbyssinia. When Jacob Sapir met h:i:m on Rosh 

·MmnlK:s:kµi: Hashana., 1860, in Yemen, he hu.d nothing as yet to report. 

He, too,, fina.lly retur·ned to Jerusalem, admitting his failure. 211 

In 1868 a Messiah arose in Yemen who had a. large following 

among the Jews of the eastern lands. He promia.ed that on erev Rosh 
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Hodesh Iyar he would come with a large army compoaed of members of 

the tribes of Reuben and Gad, and conquer Yemen .. Needless to say, 

this army did not materialize. But as a resilllt of' his agitation the 
J.acal 

Jews of Ymmen were placed in jeope.rdy,. for the/authorities instituted 

a series of persecutions in reprisal. 

Our aceount of the history of the legend of the ten tribes will 
I 

not be compJ.ete without mention of some of the latest vagaries that :,I 

have been spun about it. It is claimed, with massive comr)endia of 

~a.eta and surmises to SUJ:)port the assertions, tha.t the Irish, the 

I!lnglish, the Japanese, the AJ.~meni.ans.,. the .A;fghans, the Bokhariota, 

the Turcomans, ·- the list might be extended almost ad infinitum, ...... 

are descended from the lost ten tribes. An article of Mormon belief 
pa.rt Of 

has it that/the lost tribes wandered to America and were finally 

destroyed by the .American Lama.nites.. 212 

Shmarya. Leviu,. in his 11 Ch:i.ldhood in Exile", p. 253, remarks 

in c or:mec ti on with the frustration of Russia's ambitions in the 

Balkans and the Near East a:t by England and the other nowers at 

the Berlin :Peace Conference of 1878, after the Rusao .. Turkiah War," 

that "not for nothing did certain of the Russian papers say that 

the legend of the ten.tribes was no legend at all; that the Eng

lish were the lost ten tribes and that Disraeli waa descended from 

King David." 

And to climax the entire a.oaaunt, to enitomize the absurdity 

of the millenially vain search, there exists a paeudo-.Tewish cong

regation of Negroes in New "Yorlt City, 11 The Commandment Keepers, 

Holy Church of the !jiving God, Fillar and Ground of Truth11 , at 

29 Weert 131 Street, who o lai.m that thel are th .. e jlUre z. ori~inal . 

Israelites of the trlbe of :Ju~ah, and that the ·white Jews all a.re 
I t"Crl L f --- ........ k bi: _, 213 
of the lost ten tribes! .. .:.: 

.... . • 'Ifill 

,,J 

11 



~~-.-.~ . ..-------=~.~,;~8~~--
·\' 

Al1:1?Elm IX A \ 

In 5520 .. 1760 information cc:uue to the .Jewish commtrni ty of London 

concerning the J"ews of Honan, China. 'l'he follovvrlmg letter vn=s sent 

to Honan by the Sephard:i.m of I.ondon; it was written by 1~. Isaac 

:Mendes Belisario, and signed by R. Raphael J~Ieldola, the Chief '.Rabbi. 

This version of the letter is f~om "An Historical Account of the ~en 
Tribes", by Moses Edrehi, pp. 183ff. 

"To our brethren, the sons of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; ·to our 

breth~en the disciples of' Moses, the man of the J,ord, [1,t1d to all their 

princes, noblemen, chiefs, judges, magistrates and governors, ~esidine 

in the empire of China, at the ex:tremi ty of the east; may peace l:thd k;;,;; 
f) 

happiness attend you .. 

"And may the J.Jord. the God of our ;fathers open to you his boUh.;.; 

tiful trea.sure s, and may he pour heavenly ble ss:i.ngr:: on you in the high~ 

est degree; m&,y he pro13:per you .in nll you:r. undertakings, e,nct make You 

exceedingly numerous on the face of th0 e:;:.:rth; mci.y he defend and 1)J:·o ... 

tect you frfum diseases and infirmities, may he 1Jro1ong your dE1.ys hhd 

bless them, and may your yea.rs be crowned with llielici ty for ever 

according to your heart ts de si:re, .in conformity to the fervent prayers 

and good wisl1eo of us who are your bretb.:ren, residing in the kJ.ngdom 

of Engl m1d. 

De;.:i..r bre threnlJl we are extremely am.ct ou s for you!' 'w'el f c:;re., and 

desirous of knowing vv:i. th cert(?,inty what truth and foundation there may 

be for the reports and relations, wri ~ten by st:mdry :per sons who h:.o:,ve 

travelled through your country$ and a11 affirm that they have r:ieen some 

of your children of Israel, and were by them informed that you are all 

his de sc endan ts, that you he:ve . n public plo.c e of w or sh± p in tlile province , , 
r 

of Honan, where you pray to; 2.nd adore the !,ord, the God of ou:r.· 
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fathers, th::-1t you have the bookB of the law of :Moses written oh pard1L.. 

ment in the rrnme manner we have, and that such volume of the law is 

exactly like ours containing five books; the first book whereof begins 

with these words, 'Bereshith bara'; the second with 'Vahaleh Semot t; 

the third, 'Vayikra el Moseh'; the fourth, '13emidbar Sinai'; the fifth, 

'Aleh Hadebarim' .. 

"You may easily concfhive what joy and gladness li::tust have filled Nm:. 

our hearts on hearing such happy tidings; it i El this that p:ro~.p't s u.s 

to this method of conveyin.g our sentiments to s.ll of you, ou:r de£\.j:· 

I. brethreri. Pekice to youl:' chiefs and.wise menl Acquainting them th~,t the 

descendants of the tribes of .Judah, Benjamj.n and I.evy, a:re dispersed aJl, 
'i 

over the face of the globe, east, west, north, and south, whose :ntt:m ... 

bers may be computeid. at ten millions, having inclt'eased 8nd mul ti;plied 

exceed:!n gly thflough the merc:les of God, who has never forsaken U13 

during our cc't.ptivity, 1mt has frtclinela the heB.rts of );lrincea in 0113:· 

behalf, especially in this happy country where we dwell ih ~eace and 

security under the dominion of our Severe ign '.Lo:rd Kimg Ge o:rge the 

Second, whose glory a.nd povver may heaven incre<::,se, fo:r.· he ir:.1 :most 

just and niei-ciful.J · 

"We do not knovv, dear brethren, v1hether ye c=;,:r.e def;Jcend<:mts of t1::.e 

'I'en Tribes which were cn,l'ried i:nto c<:~J;rtivity in the de.ys of Ose&J1 the 

son of Jnah, king of Isnwl, who was contemporary with Eeze1dah, king :w. 

of .Judah, or whether you de~rnend from the other tribes, being those of 

Judah, Benj8min, and I,evy, as we are. We therefore .t10st ec,rnestly 

de ::lire you vrnuld. please to give tH3 all t:he i:nf onnamion you can in 

answer to the following questions, end you may write to us either Jn 

Hebrew, Arabic or Chinese, cle1iver:tng your letter tb(I) the person who 

may :prer:Jent thh: to you, 1mcl he will take cc-.:r·e to fof'ward us your 

I • 

I 

I 
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favors. I3ut previous to our c1ue:ries, we think proper to o..ccltu.dnt you 

th&t we and all the Jews have the practise of reckoning the yeats 

from the cxeD,tion of the 1:rorl6, cmd c:0.ccording to such com1Ju~~u·:~ioi1 xk 

this present year :Ls the five thour:!and five htmdreci c. .. nd tvrentieth ~ 

y·ear •. 

11 The firBt question we desire you to :resolve is, ·from wbat p<:rt 

of the world,· and f:com vvha t :part iculr-,r c our.1t:ry did you:r- 1n·ed.ece ~; sorro 

de:i;iart, when they cam.e to reside in the country you now inh.sJjit1' J'.:n 

what year Weis it, according to any co:rnputection, OJ:" how rn.ahy ye:::,J'f3 c:,rc 

s:in ce elapsed? ~'.That v1ns the rl8me of the king of Isrc:tcl, or the nhine 

of the king or emperor of China at that time; and if you cannot be 

exact, pTay let tU3 know at 1ec;.,st how mc-.ny hnndred years hG.'Ve J.-:,<":.Bsed 

since that period. 

"Second, Do you know whethe·r tl.1.ere E<:re c<ny congregv;l~icns or 

111 1m1oe1·..,,· o~.r. Is1•s.eJ.1'J1·,ea,,_ .. rn .J.. t t-..,.· :r t ... ,:.i' t. t· ,, ., .L • _ in .J.ar i.,c;ery, or 1n o.r1y coun .i. ie n nee:; .. o .. ~.i.is ·c;.,n -

f:com you, and whether they are descend<:nts of the 1r_1en rrribes; o:r (Jf 

. or 
tho (38 of Jud.::J1, }',enj Hmin, i%N.ilt J"_,evy~r 

11 'f1hird, Do you believe as we do in one only Goel who ere atcd the 

world, and gave UB b.is holy law by the hands of I1Ioses, his fe,ithful 

se1·vc:mt'? 

11 '.Do you believe thc:i.t God vi.Till reward those that observe his 

precepts, and IJlm:Lsh those that transgreris them? 

"Do you hope for and expect, the,t God will, vvl;en hiEi infinite 

wisdom shtall think it proper, gather us :€lll from :::i.mongst the nations 

and resettle uG in the Holy I,8,:nd by means of 2 prince o:f the house of 

David, and the;t the holy tem1,;J.e will be tben r b 'li ·1 tb J • ' _ e u1 ~ ana _e '1nguom 

of Israel re-established as of old? 

"Do you believe in the :resurrection of' the deed':' 

I. 
ii 
I 

•I 
, I 

I 
I 

I ,, ' 
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11 ]'ou:tth, .Do you fix the dgy of the new moon, on t:he :first day· 

that you i:iee it? or do you fix it according to c:my :rule or account 

by which you know when the nevv- moon BLould ayipeHr, celebrEJ.ting tha't 

day as such, though you do not yet dee the new moon? 

FFifth, Do you celebrate the festival of the new moon one d~y 

only, or two days; and E: ome times two ckys, fand other times only one lll:.;x; 

da,y? '/That is your rule fo:r s ucJ:1 V&,l' i E.tion? 

"We likewise desire to know W:ow :many daysjyou celebrt,te as kx.): 

holy feasts, namely l)assover, 11entecot,t, 1ra1)e:cnac1e, and .Wew Yet11· 1? 

"Sixth, Have you c:Jnohgst you any wise learned :men in the lt\v; 

who explain the s<:1.me acco1fl'ding to e;ncient tradition, and whst ir.:- the 

number of the works of labour which the IJaw enjoins us not to do <Jh 

the Sabbath day'? 

"Seventh, Do each of you know f:rom what tribe you descend; &thd 

have you pl'fuests and JJev·i tes amo:ngst you, known to be of ~he b:·:l.bt· of 

Levy? 

"1~ighth, Have you any Enet for·m of prayer for public worship; 

or do you say your prayers extempore, according to the :l'.'e s1Jed-t:tve 

circumsta.nce f.J o:f. each indi vj.duaJ.? 

"Nin th, Are the ns.me s you give the t vrel ve months of the y:c~i:r 

the follovdng, which we use to denominate them, viz: ..... ~rhe first 
.$ 

we call JITisan; on the fifteenth day of this month ij( Passover, or the 

feast of unles,venecl bread. The second is cal led Iyc:r; the third Si Yan, 

and on the sixth day of this month is the feast of Pentecost. The 

fourth is called '.l:armnuz; the Deve11teent.h day of this month is a fast ... 

day, in commemoration of t:ete breach me.de in the we:,11 of Jerusalem. The 

fifth is called Ab; tlJ.e ninth day of this mon-th iB ;;:, fti,st-day, in com-

memoration of the destl'Uction of the first 2 .. nd second Temple of Jerus ... 

alem. The sixth month is called Elul; the seventh ie called Tisry; 
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the New Year' s Day, vrhi ch happens olf.i the first of th i tjmon -u,, i ,., 
Q 

CL,llecl Ho sh Eash.s,na, when vve ob~rnrve the ceremony of' blowing the ho;n; 

the tenth day is the day of Atonement, the dB,y of expiation, called 

J.<::ipur; a,nd on the fifteenth dc:,y of this :c;c:;Jne month is the fc;:;,~:;t. of 

'l'E.bern<:,cles. 1r:he eighth month is cvJ.led Chesvc:m. JilJ.e n:lnth montl1 is 

called J'C'islev. 1~1ie twenty-fifth day of this month we rejoice ancl. 

light candles, or lc:imps in comrnemo:ration of the great wonde:rr::;, mir .. 

aclcs, and. deliverance which our fr.t.hers expeT:lenced durin[~ ;.;he second 

temple in the time of the high priest Chasmo11.ay Lnc1 his sons; v1heh 

the GreeN:~ being vanquished, and the tem1;,J.e restored to its 1Jtui ty; 

they found only one small ve sBe!ll vvi th SDcred oil, <olnd be:.rley for tme 

day only, yet it miraculously sufficed for eight dc;,ys~ when more 

s~cred oi~ was found. 

"'L'he tenth month is called '"Cebet; 8.rtd on the tenth du.y of chis 

month is EJ, fai:rt ... day, i_n commemorE1.tion of the siege of J'ertu:12,lem by 

Nebudhadnezar, during the first temple. 

"The eleventh month is Se'bath. 

"rriw trre1fth rno110h is called Adar. 11}1.e thirteeniJ.1 dEty is f::.,. fast 

I)urirn, in connnemoration of the mire.culous p:r.eserva.cion of our fo:r.·e-

fathers, -~vho were doomed to destruction by the cursed He:wan, in the 

time of AhasuerF.s, but throue;h God's mercies the fi: .. tal decr<c;e W2-S ~ 

annulled, by means of Mordecc:.:l Emd Queen :Esther, <.:..11d Hc.:inc;.n a.nd his 

ten sons were executed. 'Ye now crD.ve your pardon for this grec:.t t:rouble, 

which we hope you vd.11 readily gren t, since it is r10 t only vve who. 

dwell heTe in r:ngland, w/10 are Jit.rk.s:i:.Mm::s desirouB of being rightly in .. 

formed conceTning the foregoing pa:r.-:ticulecrs, but it is tlie ge11ere.l 

and anxi D"'.). s wish of all our llire thren in these pB,1·t s to be· trn1y r;: 

acquainted with vvh2,t ~eel ates to your origin uncl p:r·efoent condition, 

i• 
I 
I 

i /1 
i I' 

ii ii, 
'11 

i: 11 
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and to be instructed us much es J;lossi 1~le concernine; the li1n~ cirt1.u:n1.. 

stances of other Isrc:.elites, vh o we rmve rec:. Bon to believe do J."e t;.ice 1 

in several other Rastern countries, so far distant and :remote 

that we have not hitherto been GJ)le to learn whet;,er they belo:ng to 
I 

the Ten 'l'ribes or not, we who are def.'.cend8 .. nts of th"-' tribes of Judah, 1 

I 

I 
and Ben,j amin, D.B· oJ.re c'.dy obBe1ved, only know· thfa t the ot:1e r 'l'en Tri bE J 

were driven away f'x·om the HoJ.y I,ancl,, <:·,ric:L carried into c<:tJ~ti vi ty I 
i:r1 th j 

time of Oseah, the son o:f 1'aa, king of Isr<el. But Vff1at becLme of then; 

since; and to WhD,t pa,rts they y.rere obliged to retire; 8.nd whe:re t:.12;y 

hid themselves; v;e are to~lly tminfo:crnecl to thin day. You now per .. 

ceive the g1·eat motives thc:: .. t render us f\o f.lolicitous a:t1c1. ittqUif.:;.i:tive • 

You Bee the chief object of our enquiry; r:..nd. v1e ce_:nnot dot1bt yuo. WJ.11 

endeavour to satisfy ~s to the utmost of your power• assuring you that! 

. . r.: you will ever find u.s disposed to give you nll the in:format1011 ybu 

c£u1 de :c;il:e, in e: .. n erwer to t:1ny que r:;ti ons you me,y please to dern.hnd of 

us; let us now conclude, offering our fervent prayer to the Lord the 

God of our fathers; that he may ge .. ther the dispersion of Isr<--el; and 

the scatteJ:ed remains of Judah f1·oni the:: four corners of the ea:r)Gh, F.i..S 

·1t is written in the J~aws of Moses, the ma.n of' the I,o!'.d, .i.n ·these 

! 

1, 
,I 

11 

Ii 
ii words; 'l'he Lord God will restol'.'e you froM your captiv:lty and v.t ll hav1 

me:rcy on you, and/he wi11 return and co11ect you together f:;~·om amongst ii 

all the nations virhither thf; JJord your God has dispersed you~ even 
;I 
11 
[ 

i 
I if' you be driven to the extremity of the heavens; the I1ord your God vdJj 

l 
f::·om thence ca .. 11 you for th, and as sem'ble you toge t:he:r, Emel he w:i. 11 con-! 

i vey you to the land whtch your forefathers possessed., and you shall in-! 
' 

heri t it, and he will prosper you ecnd make you more nnmc-'!~:·otw than your 

fathers.' Illay it be so accomplished for the honor and glory of his 

great name, that your eyes may see it end our heurts :rejoicel Iv~ay we 

all arise, c:ind go to the hous?t of the J~ord, fo:r we e..re all brethren, 
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sons of our father Israe1! Ma,ry we llrostrate and hv.mb1e oun;elves 

before the Lord crur God, in our sacred and clorious templeJ That ~ 

these b1e ssings TnD,y be verU'iecl in your days cmd :m ourr.::; and i11 

the days. of c;,11 Isrs,e1 our brethren, iB t.he si nee re and urdent p1~c:ye1· 

otfi W3, dear brethren, vvho reside in this city of r~ondon, in the kihg:.. 

dom of ~"Jngland, on the twenty-fourth day of the :w1eventh mor1th c<:>.llecl 

f)ebat, in the year 5520 f,·om the cTeB.tion of the wo:r:ld, Am.en. 

. . h . " . 
"The prophet ,Jere:m1al l:LJ.rnvnse assures us :tn tLe time When the 

I,ord pleases, that he will save his people9 the remnGJ'lt of !srael; 

that he wi11 br:tng· them from the north, and g2.ther them fi!J'tti·m the 

four corners of the earth, in great bodies to reweetablieh them ih the 

Holy :Land, for hm i:a a father unto Isrc:.el, E.md ?:phraim is his beloved 

.son. 11 

l'ldrehi comments, p.191, 11 'r.his. 1ette:r· was sent by so1ne :res1Jectc.ble 

persons, who on their return from Chin::; b:r·oHght an <·;.:i:i::ivve;r in the 

Chinese and Hebrew 1hnguage s, wl-dch W<M::i afterwards tro.n. slated into the 

lGngl.ish 1angua .. ge for the I)ortuguese Jevd.sh congregation; and the orig ... 

inal was left :tn the museum a:e the Ir1dia Hotlse. I could. not find th.e 

cop~, and suppose it has been lost •••••••• " 
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NOTES 

l. II Kings, xv:29 

2. I! Kings,. xvi1&6 

3. II Kinga,xviii:9-ll 

4 .. I Chronicles,v&26 

5. . Antiquities, XI,. v, 2, 

6. '.rhe Sambatimn, a river which in its swift flow carries. along 

stones and sand, (or which conaia.tia solely of saud and stonea;--·ao·n~/ 

te.ining no water at all) so that no man may cross it; and which ( 

' 

I" 

re:sts on the Sabbath,. on which day it ia either covered by a thick /, 

cloud or else by a sheath of flame. so that it may not be cros.aed; 

in some accounts it ia not covered at all on the Sabbath, and it 

Iha: poas.ible to cross it on that day .. 

The first men ti on bf the Samba ti on wlbl-±ob we have is in the 

Rabbinic li:te:irature, where it ia said. that part or all of the· 

ten tribes, or the Bnai :Moshe (see note 16) are at or beyond the 

Sa.mbation. Josephus, The Jewish War,. VII, v_ l, informs us that 

ttTi tu~1 c.~~sa.r tarried Borne time at Berytus, as we told you before .. 

He thence removed, and exhibited magnificent shows in all those 

cities of Syria, through which he went, and me.de use of the cap· 

ti ve; Jews as public instances of the destruction of that nation. He 

then saw a. river as he went along, of a uch a nature aa deserves 

to be recorded in history, it runa in the middle between .Arcea, 

belonging to .Agrippa's kingdom, and Raphanea. It hath somewhat very 

peculiar in itJ for when it runs its current is strong and has plen• 

ty of wate1·, after which its springs fail, f,Q.t.:, ,six __ d,a,y:a ,tqs.et,he~ , 

, I 
I: 
i ' 

I 
I ,, 

I 
I 
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and leave its channel dry, as any one may see; after which it runs'tJ 

on the. ~s .. e;v:e.n .. t,h ,d!f...;Y. as i·t did before, and ·as though it had under

gon~ no change at a.11; it hath ELlso been observed to keep this 

order perpatually and ·exactly; whence it ia that they c&ll it the 

Sabb.a tic river, that name. being taken from the sacred seventh day 

of the ~ews. 11 

Pliny, Nat. Hist., xxxis2, reports a river in Judea wgieh runs 

six _d.a:y_~ .. anQ. .. ~C?.s.t.s -~v:er~ seventh d.~· :!i1uqj:xIU;:e:at;xRi:XM:a:xtauutta: 

Neither specifies that the aeven·th day is the Sab'ba~h. 

One of these is probably the river which Akiba had in mind 

when he told Turnua Rufus that. the Bmnbation prove a that the Babbath 

ia the true day of rest,,. Gen. R. xi:6, "" --·~e1~e __ f\ 1_~}1 /G~)() _)~J~'')i~ 
_h.J ___ J~_,) ___ -0~-V) 01\)ei} J,.Jft, G P'J r\JK ~·. Other versions of th is 

statement, San. 65'bl Tanhuma 1<e..A '.), 33;. Pesik. H.. 23; Shailtotlm 

P. Ber.;, etc~, differ in detail so that one may infer that the 

river was one exclut::lively of sand and atones, or a river of 

water i.'Vhich carried these along. It is however evident that the 

othe:r Rabbir:1 who spoke of the tribes being beyond or at, the Sam

ba:tion had in mind a river not in .• Tudea or Syria a.a was this one 

which J"osephua and Pliny mention, and to which Akiba probably refers., 

but at some distance from Palestine. This is the implication which 

later commentators give to Turnua Ruf.us' reply to Akiba, J3er .. R., 
,. . 'l 

xi:6, ·~--··f? 1(L-~K /s-;i'(J{.u_, ·which according to Rashi, a.a quoted 

in __ i)_.Jf~_.) __ 0J.J_.,ll.J_, means 11 ( J..) _ 1d ~ '1JJk' ') • ·10{;,:u -~,, h ,~ t\l 'Jilk 01-J;f L 
(JV'~o Th)) "'rer .)$h;) 11 ; and acc.ording to the_ - .,;,/ii\ 0~f pf 

·R •. Ahai Gaon, 1!._ __ 1 [ ~)';?' /)'/\ l~/flA 1
...) (J')i<fi',J'K ;))i) 1~?r\) "• 

An Alexander story has it that on one of his voyages south 

of' Egypt he came urron a river of sand which flowed water three <B.ye 

and sand three days.. This i a evidently a non ... Jew ish version of the 
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Sambation, written by a man who would not admit that the river 

rested on the Sabbath. The Arab, Ib n Fa.q~h, in mentioning this 

river of Alexander' a· states apecific:a.lly that it is the Samba ti on 

which rests on the Sabbath. (cf. Epstei.n, Eldad,, pp. 13-13, note 11.) 

I shall mention some opiniona and at~tements concerning the 

Samba,tion which ':have not directly found :i:.K a place in the general 

discussion of the ten tribes, in which the river ia frequently 

ref erred to .. 

Abraha:m Ya.gem quotes one of MailJlonides' letters as fallows: 

"Thia river (the Samba ti on) flows all the ·week-days and res.ts on the 

Sabbath. Indeed, in the time o:f my learned and pious grandfather, 

a bottle was brought filled with the sand of this river, which sand 

was in movement the six days, and rested ()n the Sabbath .. '.J.1his is 

a true fact, for more persona h~we seen itV'ith theit own eyes." 

(J.Q,.R .. ,. O.S.,, I,. 4l1~412l Kobez al Yad, IV• 39.) 

N!,itchmanides on Deut., xxxiiL26 delivers, himself of this opinion: 

•-ij._CiW!" /'11
1
1 P''""i ,1,) t'k :;iJI 1~ ~·C~i) .,_-R," .,.,1fr( 1in' ~nl• .. 

Petahiah of Ratisbort aays that in Acco there ia a fountain 

which flows six daya a week and or1 the Sabbath, not a drop o:f water 

is to be found in it .. ('_' -------f't/L~e' (~J~H~J)~J~_1 ;\)I_ P 1 ~I~)' e1 f~~~l 
____ _1~_-flj_(_'6__N_(_ __ .i)_6)IC_ 1[.~,~ .)l.~e~1- P1Jil ~ee _r; o~/Je ·" A. Kahana,. i1-J1a{)

0 

8G1E_1·) ___ ~~il_((J-1)J , Warsaw,, 1923, I, 227.) Thia may be the same atre~m 
a.a the one to which Josephus and Pliny referred, for it ia in the 

satne region .. 

R. Matathia.s Ha Yizhari (En .:Ouran't who was prea,ent at a,, dis

putation in Tortosa toward the end of 1412? Graetz., IV, 20·8) says 

of the Sambs.tion wh:l:ch he claims to have visited and crossedt "Day 

and night atones were flung hither and thithei~ except on the Sab

bath :when they rested; and I had to wacbt until then, :fo~there waa 

I 

l'i1 

!! 
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no way of crossing over, and in my OJ}inion this river is jles•·t·1mony 

to and proof of the da;;Jr of rest of .Juda.ism .. I aleo saw a mighty 

and fearful people, a people numerous as the sands of the sea, who· 

in general believed in their Creator and held fast to the To:i:a.h of 

Moaes b. lunram; who dwalt in great peace~ and who wractiLsed cir

oumcis ion.", <~~xr'J _oJ jJL . 11,_C~)b ) ~)_J ·11.vtC '.,A'-J{ ·tL•-;;iJ 11( -11.(1\) 10/1 v_'i. 

--- ",)'~-K (J ,'JL ~e p~ . '),/~1[,G1. _J' .,e I< f [J "'r ••. _IN~ ii, I, 0 ·f J.l.; 
_!.J\J )JJ,)I _ .P _'Jrh __ >l\~i) pf:~- ?\l{ ii: . P 1 .~.JJ r.·~f p •Ji\J.I< ,)((i 9Jr/i • . .) • 'J1Jr-l 1<Jl 

~~~)o_C_J\~_i) __ ");')J_i} ·-1~L'2_ -~a/2-_~)hK _rl p11 11 N~r i~c '..>._.~.") ~< A·l~ ·'-If.'~') .. _J~J, . .t~ 
. .P'i J\ID_e __ ro i1< N~J ~_LPo .)JJ·MI ~·~J\ P'( Pe .. ,\'Is') pc . ..A1·-;i15} P,/\.j\·~e_JJ __ _,).x.1... 
. hi . '(iGJ e.fui .~IT<( ~1~~ P' he NI .P)!l r ~e) .{\ l/.Jil p TY.JI ,p1Jl·-o 'i''J'/K) pre.. p,) / .!!_ 

extract from hie polemiolll work entitled, _ . t',/]1 ~f(,nK , Kobea, 

IV II 23.) 

.. ·.1: 
\ 

,f 

Abraham Ya.gel says that the planet aatui~n rules the Samba ti on, 

and therefore it rests on the seventh day. (Kobez 11 IV, 39 .. 40.) 

. :But there is a statement in the Pirke d 9r .. Eliez.er, ch .. 6, to the 

effect that __ 'K~'-'Ve .. 1 ~ 1 -~1 1Jl 1 , Saturn rules on the fourth day of 

the week. 

Manasseh b. Israel tells. that 11 R. Selomo .Jarchi who lived 

540 years. since mentions that River in Comment. Talm. seying, 

'The stones and sand of that lUver do contlhnualJ.y move. all the six 

dayea of the week 11 unti 1 the seventh. R. Mardochus Japhe in his 

learned book Jephe Thoar saith ••••••••• that it waa told him of ~ 

' ' 
t 11 

I !i 
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I I'' ,, 
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hour glaaae filled with the sand of Sabba thion, which ranne all the ! , 

weeke till the Sabbath .. Ancl I hea.rd the same from my father~ which 

testimony I accept a.a good,, aa I saw j. t myselfeJ (for fathers do 

noct uae to impose upon their aona.) He tol<i me that there was an 

Arabif.l!.n at Lia'born, who had such an hour glu.sse& and that every 

]
1rida.y at evening he would walk in the street called the new street 

I 
. I 

'! 
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and shew this glaase to Jewes who col.IMnterfei ted Christianity, and 
) 

'''l 
say, 'Ye Jewea, shut up your shops, for now the Sabbath oo:cne};·'••• 

e•••I should not speak of these glasses, if the authority of such 

a man whom I have alledged ct.id not move me." (lJa Wolf, :Menasseh b. 

Israel's Mission, p. 37) 

The tr(;lnslator of Manasseh's 

a letter (which Wolf prints, p .. 69) says that ttAa for Menasaeh's 

Sabbatical river, I know many authors have said it, but whether 

true 01· false, that is nothing to the Tran ala.tor l and I am as 

farre from 'beleeving that sctory, as I am from the wi lde opinions 

of Mr. Thraak .. " (Which must have been very wild indeed.) 

Christian recot'ds of the Middle .Ages alao made much o:f rivers 

an cl seas which, if uot the Samba ti on itself, certainly possessed 

many of its properties. '.rhe letters of rres.ter John speak of the Sam-

hation and of a great sea of sand, which is evidErntly !bhe desert. 

Krauss. Lehnworter,. II, 369, quo·tea a La.tin author who speaks of 

•1the Sea of .Andalusia in which it ia said ships cannot s·ail excei:>t 

on the Sabbath at the time of sunset when it is pea.cefule 11 (:Mare 

.Anda.luaiae in quo, navis provehi non oisse dici tur, nisi die sa.bbati 

sole oocidente, quo tempore, tranquillum eat.) The anonymous author 

pf the "Itinerarium a Burdigala Hierusolem usque" maintai na that 

the pool of Solomon dries up completely on the Sabbath. (L. Ginz. .. 

berg, I .. eltenda of the Jews, VI, 407) 

Sir John Mandeville has it that in the land of Prester John 

"ia the See that men olepen the gravely See, that is alle gra.velle 

amid Sand, with outen ony dra.:pe· of Watre; and it ebbethe and flowethe 
..__ .. 

ingrate Wawea, as other Sees don; and. it is neYer atille, ne in 

pes, in no inaner cesoun • .And no man may pas.se that See be l\Javye, 
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ne be no rnaner of craf·t; and therfore rnay no man lrnowe what Lond 

in bezond that Sae ........ And a three journeys long from that See, 

kN& ben gret llfountaynes; out of the whiche gothe ou:b a gret Flo.ad t 
/ :r 

th.at come the out of Para.dys.: and it is f ulle of precious s ton~,~s. 

with outen ony dr,ope of Watre& and it rennet he thorghe the Desert 

on that o ayde; so that it makethe the See gravelyt and it berethe 

in to that See, and there it endethe. And that Flame rennethe also 

th1·ee d10tyes in the Woke, and bryngethe with him grate fltonea, and 

the Hoches also therewithe, and that gret plentee. And anon a.a thei 

ben entred in to the gravely See, thei ben s.eyn no more; but lost 

for evere more. And in tho three dayea tha~that Ryvere rennethe, 

no man dar entren in to it: but in the other dayes, men dar e11tren 

wel y now~" (Halliwell's edition, London, 1866, pp. 272-273) 

Ma.ny opinions have been expressed as to the source of the 

Sa:.mba.ti on legend. I shall aunnnari~ several of them herfi. It should 

first be noted that there seems to have been a place of that name 

in Palestine at a very early date .. A record of grain distributed 

to Palestinian nobles by the royal grw1aries, probably at Thebes• 

during the Middle Empire of Egypt, (after 2000 B.C.E.) liats 

6a-ma•du-na, which is Shabbathon, according to Prof. w. Max Muller, 

(J.Q, .. R., N.s. • IV, PP• 652 and 654.) This place-name is mentioned 

in similar lists a·f Rrunesea III and Thutmoais III. The situa.tion of 

this place is uncertain. Ginzberg (Legends, VI, 408) suggests that 

this. place vi1<:..s probably situated on the riv er of the same name men

.tioned by Jo·Hephua (see above, p .. 96), but it is unlikely that thia 

river had that name at so early a date, nor in fact doea Josephus 
'v 

say that Sabba.thion was the name of that river,, but rrierely tQ..at 

it ia called the Sa.bba tical :B.i ver by the Jews. 

Lazer suggests(_JJK{_~..,J_i) -A/~{i1~ 0!? 11'., p. 10) that the m,l,,me 

1, 
11 

! 
11 



xix:l2, beyond which part of the exiles were placed .. See the lltHK:'.f/ 
. c.:;l 

similar o:pinion of Nahmanides above, p. 98. 
;t1',f 

David Kaufmann (Revue des Etudea J'uivea, XXII, pp. 2$5ff.) 

propound~~ the theory that the legend of the Sambation concerned 

originally a ri'lfer of sand and stones, as Eldad has it: __ .. lvJ;)) _ 

__ G_i)_i)) 9 1 J~Ki)J r fli) 11)J i)) P') ;J\~•C ·~ r,~1 P 1 J~k ~/~i) 1j1 "'ee f~ mr -
-~--t' IJ ,, 0f,ve1 .. -'~',i,) p/,A>J. ,1R1Jti) _'fi' -/\.e_e ___ /k~L)'-• ( though the 

Genizah fragment which Max Schloesainger publishes leaves out the 

words___ P 1fa 0,& 1G ,(~ , see notes 26 and 27.) and that it was 

c.alJ.ed~ ____ [i_h Y1)J , a. ri:iter of sand. 'fhe word (it\ __ ~ 11 sand 11 later 

was a onfu sed with ::tkm:. i ta homonym,~Jh _, "week-d1-;iy•~ 11 and thus the 

river became one which flowed only on the six week .. daya and not 

cm the Sabbath. But as Gi:nzberg says, (Legends, VI, 408) "this 

suggestion though rather ingeniom~, is for more than one reason 

quite untenable • 11 

Laz.er (Hidof pp. 8ff ~) suggests that the legend of the 

Sambation which made it a river which flowed only six days a week 

had its aourae in the report of a geyser whi.ch spouted boiling 

water inte1"tlli ttently with great .noise; (see Joae:@hus, Pliny, and 

Peta.hiah of Ra.tiabon above) later a volcano was added and the river 

wa.s ma.de to flow a tones and sand.. 'I1he idea of the Samba ti on as a 
t . ' 

river ra~her than a. fountain, is due to the legend_that a river 

aurrouncled the tr'ibes in the'ir exile. Such a river must naturally 

be of a miraculous character, and the Sambation s.eemdd made to 
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order. Lazer suggests further that the legend of the Sambation was 

01·iginally utilized as a proof of the Sabbath, in di aputations 

with the JJ1:tnx Romans and other representatives of the· :pagan relig-
. ef.' 

ions of the day~ to whom the notion· of a special day of rest seF,;'"~tad 
. ~,;;.1 

strange. When with the spread of Christianity, the need for ~roving 

the Sabbath waa no longer prea si rig, a new need. arose, ;that of· 

strengthening the national unity of the oppressed and dispersed 

Jews. About the stories of independent Jewish groups in Africa 

and Asia was woven a web of fancy which glorifie!i them as the chosen 

of God, who had thoroughly repented their. sins, had been forgiven 

and upon whom now rested a.11 Godt.s glory. :But how explain their lax

ness in coming forward to aid their suffering brethren'? The mystery 

that surrounded the Sambation, its place, its con11ection with the 

Jewi1ah religion through its Sabbatical proper.ties, again made it 

hand.y in this instance. The. Jews could not cross it before the 

time of redemption, when it woumd cease flowing! Thus the signific-

a.nee of the Sambi:ition changed from K religious to oc national-foll<:. 

Thia theory too is most ingenious. There is no doubt that 

the river did. have the signi;t:'iaanc:es which Lazer assigns to it, 

but the line¢ of division which marked the change of its signif

icance is not as clear-cut as he would make· it. In the middle ages 

the river still served to prove the Sabbath, as witness the comments 

o:f Yizhari, above p .. 98, and of Menaaseh b. Israel, above, p. 99 ... 
in 

lOOt and the fact that/the Zemirot for the Sabbath, as in other 

parts of the ritual, the river is referlt'ed to in that lights in 

-' _v\_'j) I ;')ft w~ have the stat enient rco p ~j hJ Pl I G~ ~(~0~1) 1'' c~nQ..t 
and in i<li) .e~1~ .At\)e p/ 1 : f\IJh /r;i NJ/1 ')1))J/ l) 9/1 G~e 1i1Ji) ;!iCMA~· 

.Nlbr i1a it likely that the change in the significance of the river 

to the Jews came about so consciously as he intimates. In the main, 

'' 'I 
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however, what he says of the later national-folk importance of ·~;~ 

the river ~s born out by the accounts that I present further. The\re 

can be no doubt that notions of geysers and volcanos and des.erts 

are con fused in the legend of the -Samba ti on. 

?. Ber .. R. lxxiiit5 

8.. Jer. San .. ch. 10, halacha 6, p .. 29.c; see note 11 

9. Pesik .. R. to Is .. xlix:9; Havlaaah in the Talmud is Antioch, 

cf. San. 96a; the reference to the group being swallowed up is 

pro1Jably to the earthquake which occurred in Ari ti ooh in 114 C .. E .• , 

when many Jews were buried in the de'bris .. 

10. Kid. ?2a 

11. --f-e_l-._ ___ '}1)_ and _____ r~h_ _&_ r'( seem to refer to the same place' 

which is probably the sc.:i.me again a.a 11 those vvho we.re covered by 

a cloud" in Jer. San. 10, 6 .. 

12. Num. R. xvi:l5 end 

13.. cf. Lazer, Hidos, ch, 2; J.Q..R., 0.~1. t I, p .. 18ff.; Lewin, 
)/ 

Wo waren die "Zehn Stamme Iara.els" zu suahen?.; etc. 

14. Some statements are to be found in the Bible, which if not 

·' 

specifically referring to the ultimate return of the ten tribes of 

Israel, have been taken in that li~ht by the Rabbis and by medieval 

commentators. (see Ia. xi:ll-12; xlix:9, 12;. JiJzek. xxxviiJlB-28; 

xlviii; etc.) 

As far as can be ascertained H. Akiba is the only one among 

\:\ the old Rabbis who taught t~at(the te~_r;tribers were repud~~'l;ed f:r 
Lr e~er: Mi sh. San. :.iu 3' _ ____i)_.) ~jJJ_ ~. ~n 1'.sr:i j' Y' /';)•.A 'tf t I K p I (J '\JV)) ~ti /5 

P __ e_'Jl/I\ PJ1d P 1 .)/J~) ,:r,) rK 11)(;., fJ!K/ ?flu v~i) p/i;) 1)) ~)~i) p/1,J Vllhk f·)l<_f~ 
~. - "\I Kr) r ';?'cl_ ~;) _Jv( ~ ~ e p I ( i!)e,) v\J e~;I( 1 1 /<J/ Ii C>kfl p 11 i) 1)) 1Jll I< ">)O'c 1-V') , /</v1 ;') t '-\)1 •'),\)2_. 
L ·J~r .6L.. ~ ~ ,u. rr-~ . //;,(&.. -tnv ~ ;;r,.ir, 

He was s-trol'l°gly censµre' for this view by the other Rabbis. 

Ginzberg says (Legends, VI, 408) "There can be no doubt that 
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H. Akiba as an ac ti vs propagandist for the Bar Kochba revolt, 

attempted to fire the enthusiasm of Palestinian ,Tewry by telling them 

that the future of Judaism de11ended entirely upon them, the descen .. 

danta of Judah and Benjamin. 11 

Solomon Judah RapJiia.port (cf. Lazer, Hidos,. p. 9, note 2) also 

connects Akiba's opinion with his interest in the Bar Kochba revolt. 

He believes that Akiba, in hie travels, went in neaarch of the ten 

( 
./ 

! 

tribes, -- i.e., Jews who lived in distant lands, -- to seek their ·' 

aid in the projected rebellion, and his opinion quoted above was 

the res~lt of his failure to interest them and to get their assis-

ta.nee, and hia consequent disappointment and anger. 

Josephus, too, implies that the uews/aought the aid of the e · 

exiled tribes, at the time of the dea:truction of the temple, when 

he says (J?refac.e to The Jewish War, Par. 2) that "the Jewia hoped 

that all of their nation which were beyond tne Eul?.hra tea would have 

raised an insurreo ti on ·lb'ozether with them. 11 

15. IV E~ra, xllls41-47 

16. The legend of the Bnai Moshe ha.a i ta source in the p1·omise 

of God, Daut. ixa 14., to make of the deso.eridants of J.Vtoaes a greeat 

people. The Rabbis took u.p tl:1is promise, whioh, since it waa depend-
. ,, 

ent of the annit).ilation of the Jewieih people, God could not direct-

ly fulfill, and in their fancy saw the \y'Pogeny o4roaes living in 

unusua.l circumstances,, beyond the marvellous river, Samba ti on, a 

life of great purity and :p;iety, enjoying the ble;.rn.ing of God •a 

a1>ecietl care. The Bnai Moa,he bee.a.me the embodiment of all the as-

:Pira.tiona,,politica.1 11 social, and religious, of the dre.wners of 

Israel. 

T'w'o Rabbinic reference.a, typical of all, which merely poait. 
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the eliistence of the Bnai Moshe,. a.re the followingt 

Ber. 7a, bot., J2 iC~1c ·J~IC(~~pv 'il.I xS•e 11<<1 1l;;q C •o/. .. '\ plf,Jfhl'. Jl 
____.:l{r,;J~ ~ ... kl(~ q'j '~! P';/.') exl •JJ) f) >l 'A /J ·~1 ~') f kJ) . ./~ '1' .r 'KJ >!: 

~t_t_~L-~tev--~JL'J~ :£___ i)'dJ"f i)j r//( i)
1

'7>/'\ vKNl :t<v-.G~ j')& ')t\) ~) M;v~-f-~'M; __ p/J.1 
~0/ 1 ~) ud7)~1cL}~(' /;v1 ~,~~) v~/ fa~.2JJ'\~I e>;)i) i)'r\li\1 i9~ 1k_ 1J~ __ };):/._;, the Targum J"on-
d ,l\/r\)1 P 1 \i~) i)tl)r . 

athan on Ex .. xxxivtlO has the following commentt ____ p? 1)( /<.,Jg k;>)_1M.1 

_) _rJ'6 r; _ r~_J·;)_ rr_~-_s-;i !'01(>1• )r•· (, __ e)ji)1r.Jt f"H__ r161K PCi_tV __ r~0_1~_'(_ _ f'_rJeis __ "'_r~ 
i' ('1) b ) ,).lJ ·l r i'J •)?/(I rv;) 1 'J ' r' (.okf I~" .;../hiJJ f., K J.." "3" //Jij' ~ r) ~ 1' ·Jr ~·)OJ 'OI'" {ii:.. 

The legend of the Bnai Moshe grew in :proJ,)ortion as did the 

. sufferirigs of IsraEtl, _and bacame an increasingly more important 

item of Jewish belief and iepecula ti on, as was the case with the 

legend of the ten tribes in general. In 755 the :pseudo-Messiah., Abu 

Isa of Ispahan, went in search ot',thi a mythical tribe to s.edure 

their aid in hia vent1..n:es. 

The Talmudic references to the J3nai Moshe tell us nothing· 

of ·their cix·oumatanoea, beyond the fact that they live ac.ross the 
. . 

river Sambation, bu"t from Arabic sources we see that a s.tory similar 
Eldad 's 

to km was current among Jews long before his time. The Koran; Sura 

vii::l59: 11And E.un.ong the peoole of M:oaea there is a o ertain number 

who guide!others with truth, and practis.e what is right according 

to it, 11 has been iriterpreted by comrnentatora as referring to the 

Bnai Moshe. Kaz.vini, in the name of Ibn Abbas, quotes the Jews as 

saying th.at in the o i ty Gabe rs in the fa.r ea at, and Ga.balk in the 

far west, dwell the Bnai Moshe who fled there in the time of Neb-

uohadnezzar, and no man eain approach them, nor does an3rnne know 

their number. Ibn .t\bbas adds tba t Mohammed lltD!JB once said to Gabriel, 

the. angel, "I desire to see ·the trib.e concerning which God uttered ( 

this verse, 11 (referring to the above quoted aura) and Gabriel replied, 

"the road which leads to them takes a.ix years to traverse. Then, 
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too, be tween you an<t them there is a awl.ft river of a and, whic ht 

rests only on the Sabbath. But s tillt ask God. 11 God hearkened to 

the Prophet's request and commanded Gabriel to do as he desired. Tuioh ... 

ammed rode on the B'r~.k, (a mythical animal) and in a trice he arriv

ed at the home of this tribe. He found that they burY,;; ~; their dead 

near the dooi·a .Of their houses ao that they may continually keep 

in mind the day of their own d.ea th, All the houses are of' equ~l 

heig~t so that no o
1
£G:i may exalt himself above his neighbors, a,nd 

so that no high houses may. shut out the air from the lower ones. 

They have no ruler or judge, eirioe all their t\adeeds are righteous, 

and there never is any at1·:L:fe among them. They a ow and harvest 

ac~ordl.ing to the needs of the entir·e group, each one taking only 

what he requires and lea..vipg the balance fort he others. When one 
... 

dies, they rejoice that one has passed away who was whole in his 

faith; they a:i:·e a:ad when a child is bo:t•n, for they· know not whether 

he will live a life of purity and piety • .Ambng them there is no 

usury~ nor interest nor lewdt-HiU:.H;.i. Mohammed inquired whether there 

were any sick among them. and they repliedi, "no, since we do not 

sin, e.nd a ickneaa ia only the atonemeri t for ain." There are no wild 

beasts in their land to do them any harlJl • 

Ibn Abbas was a nephew of Mohammed' a. His teacher was Ka.b 

al Ahbar, a Jewish convert to Islam, who, was well-versed i.n Jewish 

tradi tiori .. It was from h:l.rn, no doubt, that Ibn Abbas learned thdls 

story about the Bnai Moshe. 

Thus it was that the land of the Bnai Moshe became a so:t:t of 

Utopia in the eyes of the Jews, and it is this character which it 

r~airi'a in l.ater
1 

reports. cf. Eldad Ha Dani- etc. (Epatein, PP• 15-16) 
a..-4.. "-~-,,1.,..:ft.;,..,_ i;:., ~ I/,, rr;. f . /LI- I. 

16a. c.f. Lazer, Hidos, P• 57 

17. erf •. :o .. H. Muller, Die Recensionen und Veraionen des Eldad had· 
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Dani, Vienna, 1892, p. 48t this version of the letter is qui.te brief; 

the letter a@.ya: ___ Ti_K9!_/t 10/1 /~ IJAJif !.A.11< U1K')LI, and furthers /..1JA~eJJ 

0inJL .. '.'i1 _0k ;;i~L I<~ p~f' -~,(-;;/1,)1 h")e. /J.j.!~J' 'k~)i ,'"", ~h)e u11Ae p1c-ve1) D 1-:;;ie1 ·1:.1-v;( 

_l:,p ·1Si 'J .'l) :;i-.(;"1 ~~e 01x 1(/7, r·C.R" f IJ( oi·-.· 'J•o ,f pf/.,;/ .~fi,(p,)•fr /.vhf 

IALPA!i~Ne' Pxe llJ">J ;n/v\ ,,c !)) ~~lk "·)1, .. ,,,?G•;; e, lj P~ 1 ~J~(P1)~l@JI) G1f1 .AK..l:Jer 
------~'!(/ f~·~J _p 1_~lvvt fi1-rV'"J} e-;;i~ ,) /re~ 0.Yv.. !JJ~LJQ) __ yJoOJ_1 __ ~c ~1¥>) ?X _)r~u .. r 
18. Abraham Epstein, -~---·o:i __ [;__ J.f.J. t-e 0hl~;))Jrv {i.;.J~SL h/Q)Q-- 'J7.i) ~"JJ; 
_T..0.bJ.-2..,_J f(,1~11_ P/5 'i?'T'.AL p 1 ol~-;tl -;JL 1_.\)~d_, Presaburg 11 1891 

19.. Th~ version a atreas this. point t Epstein, Eldad. 11 Story l. 1<./~ 11/ 

4;·"'ro.rf f..<lic J'•J,flvH,,,r ru story 2,_ _.;;_, P•),>00 £( r£o 1d·lf.~. 
-~ Jli) (n __ P_tC1J_ __ 2fL.) __ FJ _1h_tL2_1'~--s~!GK _ 'l\Je1~ __ JJ.l~.J story ~, ·- J..k'.. P 'k'~)I I 
-------'~. -~;£ Gr;'JJ\IJ Pf~---~'1BJ~_p_a. Gv_.l\~--r-fMLlk·1-j~ l·f;C(re,) !~.!. 
But Zemah Ga.on, in' his re111ly, maintains that ;rude.h and Benjamin 

were auj_)erior to the ten tribes in their acholarshiI.H._ ...Nc'~_J?~l~ 

&L1J;KLL~tf·J)_~h2~ .. '.Ql) .lbi~ ~: ~.teJ0. 11\.)eL "'IMn~rv l?ot.AJ Pi) fJ_.)_ f1xr1 IJ '.1-I~ 
..£r:; Q_,n[.;y;if f''l')" /A'J~! ~di~' ' c~ . -.. . ~' ;..;. ') )l\t\ oA If '.@f Uii,e I· k I~~ VJ.. 
ibid •• :p .. ? ) ' 

20. ___ .'1)1(\)(1i2 1Q)) -~JJ 'QJJI .. aelv1 '@L; Hisdai ibn Shaprut a.ta.tea 

that Eldad quoted hia halachoth a.lea in the name of Othniel b. 

Kenaz, see note 57. 

21. There i a no mention anywhere that Samson and Delilah had euiy 

ohileren. The only reference to any progeny of Samson's is this . 

passage from sotah llOa, ________ 0 1~r _ I 06< AK If k'~') · ~hkl. ~"k Gf_';I)~ 
____________ J~uJl_~J-~_L.A../~e ___ '.'!d._;).~_2_~]_blfl· 

22. These halfihoth are concerned wi th---'2..G!bland ___ D_l!l_1~2.C.. The;r 

are edited. in Epstein, op. cit.; Muller, op. cit.; e.m.Q.: Max Sohloess-
,, 

inger- The Ritual of Eldad Ha-Dani, Lei]l:zig, 1908. 

23. This story is based .on Pa. cxxxvii firn~the Midraahim to it. The 

li:fe of the Br1&,i Moshe is truly Utopian, aciBording to Eldad., see 
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note 16; there is no great wealth or poverty in the land, no theft, 

no wild animals; everyone livee 120 years. and no children die dur .. 

ing the lifetime of t hciil• parents. All the members of the t1•i be 

a.re pious and holy; ritually pg re; they d.o not swear or use God' a 

name in vain. They d.o all their own work, and have no slaves, for 

all men a.re equal ther.e. They do not 1.ock their doors at night., for 

there is no thievery among them. No unclean ur1imals or birds or 

reptiles are to be tlound in the land.,· since these c.ome to other 

count1~ies because of their idolatries. Their gardens and 01 .. chards 

and fields produc.e hu.mdredfold. c:f .. Epsteiri, op •. cit., ;nt1•od., 

section IVJ Of. J'ellinek, e"Y~.Av 0 1-\> II IV- pp. 15-18, '- ..A 1~60~ __ e-r;;tfl 

___ -'-0~1\)J , under the title _ _f<iL 'J_~-;;). t<.;':irl( • 

"The Genizah fragment (of the rea,ponsum) which has :preserved 

a much older text than either the Cod. Oxf .. or the ed. prin,.. or 

the Shalshele;j (Hakabala, by Gedalict.h b. Joseph ibn Ya.hya), warrants 

the doubt that Eldad made any specific mention of the Bnai Moshe. 

Its version nia.kee it probable that in his story, as in the earlier 

Midrashim •. ~ t had been the I ... evites. smd not the 'Sons o:t~ Moses' who 

:t.•efuse to sing t.he songs o:f' Zion in a strange la.nd and are saved 

by the interposition of a cloud f1•om the wrath o:f' their captors." 

Schloesainger. op •. cit., PP• 109-110, e,nd note on p. 117. The use 

of Bnai Moshe i.n the Gaon's reply may be either a later gloss. or 

may have originated with the Ga.on. 

24.. ibid, p. 116 1 fol. l, recto, 11. 3 ff., and. note on P• 118, 

they merely 1.!l.tend,e.9, to bite off their. fingers. 

25. ibid, 11. 7•10, _and note on p.119• the cloud merely concealed 

them while they were cmtheir journey. 
I 

28.Jibid, p. 116, fol. 1, verso, 11. 2-3., no mention that the river 

co~ imed no water. 
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27. According to Schloe:ssiriger it is uncertain whether in Eldad's 

account the Sambation was mentioned at all. The Genizah fragment 

speaks merely of a stream whtf.ch flows swiftly enough to bring down 

sand and rooks. It ia not clear that Eldad'e original description 

had the r:tve1• stop flowing on· the Sabbath, but the words, A.J .Ai'le ~1, 
are strangely omitted from the Genizah text. However, he does call 

the river Sa.nbation, or Sabatinus. 

28. He means here the other ei:x: tribes, residUng in Asia. He c,alls 

them Issa.char because thi a was the fi:t'at of these other tribes ha 

cam.a across on his travels. Epstein, p. 17, note 14. But s.ee note 

49 below;. 

29. This is the Zemah who waa the Ga.on of the academy at Sura dur• 

ing the years 882·88?. 
I 

30. Hia figures are confused and wrong. cf. Epstein, P• 18. 

31. The ________ ___ ~lift 1e} eY;)}I , published in Jellinek' s. e1~k0 ..A'r\l, 

. IV, P• 133, enumerates the ten exiles as Zema.h does here • .Another 

version in Vol. V, P• 113, dif'fera a omewhat I but neither men ti t:H:ia 

the tribe of Dan. 'l'he enumeration in the Revelation of S't. John, ch. 

vii, also omite menti.on of ·.Uan, a.a do the versions of IV Ezra, xiiis 

40 •. Epstein· auggesta that J·ud.gea xviii:30 may imply an early depart• 

ure of Dan f·rom J?aleatirrn. 

3la,; -··--f.l.l:L_~fl:_;-1J'k .P.A.(). ~-'>/Jv'J v))).J(i) ___ .~v''iL 
32. cf. Te~~ l6a 

33 .. ?1 LiL:-)~-'--·-"1G·0 __ f l"' lh1'l .. ··1Jte10~ ~~ .'Ml} G. p_ 1 (~~1L.s)i<L .. ';/.~~ _1Jik.Bli 

No statement to thia effeot appears in the letter/from Kairowan. 

Schloesainger, p, 114, ca.ate doubt upon the genuineness of this 

statement of' the Ga.on' a, and that in the aal utation of the letter 

from Kairowan: __,.-P. 1CrYiff __ J<.G ___ ::/~fiV .... 9.1J1~)0>Jti>JJ.l!f 2_./_\:)Kq)J\_ 01C~J. f:s")_e, __ ~(y 
--- _ J~~--l\.&_~_ . __ l?)t_ h.11'1. .P..'. G_IK_ __ J,1_1_.iJ~ K. .. _P_b~-)~3) -~ .e..b _ 'J;),,J I J.~l~ . ~ ~. The re 

is n.o indication in the text, nor is it liltely th~t the Danites 

,, 
! ~ I 



't, 

lil 

recognized the supreniacy a:t' the Ga.on,. or that they :prayed for the 

scholars of Babylon before they prayed for the rea··t of the Dia.apora, 

if' they prayed for them at all. These :t:asaagea are probably later 

insertions. 

34. Jellinek, @-;i~i) -A'-') ; Epstein, op. cit., Muller, op. cit. 

35. · Epstein thinks that this account lbf the adventures of Eldad is 

in reality a letter which Elda.d sent \!?fa the Jewish communities of 

Spain. Muller, op. cit., maintELina that ou the contrary this acc ... 

ount is the latest o:t' the documenrts dealing with the Eldad e ptsode. 

Epstein refutes. this view. in the Reivue des,Etudea; Juivea,. llV,, PP• 

30·43, and upholds the view which he e:x:prer;sed :i.n his book'. It is 

imteresting to note in this connection Schloeasdi.mger•a contention 

toot Eldad- wrote only hale.hha, op. cit., p. 4, riote l8a, also p. s. 
f 

However Abraham Ma.i1nuni doe a men ti on a letter ofl Eldad' s, see note . 

57, and it is possible, :fo17~ng Epstein's view that thiS(:the letter, 

greatly expanded and interpolated, to which Abraham Maimuni refers 

in his responsum. 1'he problems/of literary critic ism do not direc.tly 

concern ua here; the faot is that this version of Elda.d's story, 

whether it be from Eld ad' a pen or not, waa widely currant x:tD.mbt in 

Jewish and non-Jewish circles of the Middle Ages• a.nd was an impor ... 

tant factor in molding the legend of the lotlt ten tx•ibes, as well 

as ·in other cormec tiOJna. See note 102. 

36. There was a cannibal tribe on the southern ooaat of' tije Gulf 

of Aden called "Oromos•'. I use here and elsewhere notes of Dr. J'acob 

Mann to the ~~~ )c)o • 

37. There are variants of' this :s.tory. One has it that when Eldad 

and the Asheri te went aboard the ship to tranaao.t their business they 

were kidnapped and sold to the people of p hJ / ',;( , among whom 
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they remained as slaves several months, until as the result of a 

foreign irivaaion., they were a.gain carried off, and sold separately • 

38. Other versions have 11 da.ya," "months. 11 

39. '';) '1/Q>o, Epstein, op •. cit., p:p. 55-60, which appears in all 

the printed editio~s as an introduction to the reaponaum, states 

that this t1•ibe which took Eld.ad captive were fire- and Moloch-

worshippers. Once a year they gathered about an ancient tree, whdioh 

the moat beautiful 'virgin in the tribe climbed naked. They went 

through some ceremonies, and then all i~epaired to a large temple, 

whe1~e the lights were extinguished and a wild orgy ensued. du1 .. ing 

which the laws of incest were s'usJ;iended. The first child born a~a 

result of this orgy wa.s burned and. i ta a.ates sprinkled upon the 

members of the tribe. Epstein, u•x I>P• 61-62, note 6, shows that 

a.11 the detf.dJ.a of t. his rite have bases in Semi tic Moloch• and Venus-

worship. Thia is probably a midra.ah ir1corporated into the manuscript 

by a scribe. 

40. Other versions have 

iis19, and Benjamin o:f Tudela, Asher's edition, p. 94, use this 

term to mean 11·Chinatt, but it o~innot mean that here. It is probably 

a corruption of l<(Jg 11 Sana., the capital of Yemen. 

41. Epstein judges this to be Ca.rmania.. Tehama is Arabic for 11 sea

coaat11. Thia probably refers: to the east ooaat of the Gulf of Aden. 

42. - '1110 Ji) PK '" ,A I.iii ~ 9~'& /:ii 
43. Other versions include Arabic. 

44. Muller, op. oi t., Rec ens ion D, lld: some members of' the tribe 

of Isaa.cha.r a.re fire-wor.ahippe:ra and practise incest. This is a 

scribal error, for in recension B, 5d, Iaaacha.r lives pe!At~ a tribe 

whose members worship fire and marry incestuously. See note 39 above. 

Scribal vagaries often produce strange results. 
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47. See note 43. 

48. p '';/ ej ; other versions read_ p_11 J?.)i) , P'))/,j • 

49. Max Schloess.inger, op. oit., P• 4, note 17, "The responaum 

speaks of only four tribes, the Sefer Elda.d gives ari account of 

ten tribea ••••••• If Eldad had indeed brought such astoundihg news 

as that of the rediscovery of the ten tribes. we may ba sure triat the 

Jews of Kairowan would ,;i:i.a.ve ur1d0Ubtedly have been as much interest ... 

ed in thia information, aa in the di vergenoes and peculia.rittleei of 

Elda.d's ritual, and that they would uot have failed to :report to 

the Gaom in their epistle that ten tribes had been rediscovered if 

Eldad' a account had. not restricted itself to four tribes. tt But from 

the reaponsum of Abraham Maimun1, see no·te 57 ,_ we see t ha. t at lea st 

aa early a.e the thirteenth centu:t.~y Eldad waa credited with an acc

ount of ten trib•a in place of hia original four tribds. 

50. Ex. xivtl3J Deut. ii. 

5i. The Nile has been oalled_/Lf1_~--· However, this is more likely 

the river al Faisa.n in Yemen. 

52. These names vary in the different versions. 

53. See note 21. 

54. The versions have different repoErts. of this war-aong. of. Ep .. 

stein, op. cit•, p. 39, note 23, where\he collates them .. 

56. This is the only source for the story about. the pigeons. 

56. ___ JQ)).)') fi.)el<, _ t<"'o/ _~o 
1

°../'t<., reprir1ted in Epstein, pp.; 63·65. 

1· 

I 

I 

i 
. I 
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Epstein thinks that the Ka.raites had an Elda.d book which the Rabbd.n·

i tes have lost. He suggests that Jnldad wrote one a tory about his 

voyage to Egypt, and then because he wished to write another about 
remainder of the 

his trip to Asia and to the/ten tribe,., he stated in this first 

account that he had returned to his nativ~country from Egypt. Since 
/-,\ 

.. i 

this first story contained some detaiJ..s which diSf)lefaaed the B.abbin ... 

ite scril!Jes, it was not copied, a~d so was lost after a time. Graetz, 

V, 290, claims that this story of Hadassi's ~roves that the others 

about IiJJ.dad are false. But this is :riot necessarily so, nor is Ep

steir1's hypothesis necessarily correct. It ia, first of all, doubt ... 

fuih whether we have any record of his adventures directly from 

Eldad; and the numerous versions which we possess of the Eldad 

story make it likely that this sto1~y contained in the Eshkol Ha 

Kofer- written two and a half' oenturies after Eldad, is but another 

such version, interpolated and altered by various copyists to suit 

their own tastes, as was a fairly common practice among medieval 

scribeSA. 
. 

57. Eldad 9s report was universally credited by leaders of Jewish 

thought, and his opinion frequently cited as authori ta ti va. Hisdai 

ibn Shaprut, in his letter to the king of the Khazars, said:_ ~k'~L-

__ 3~~~-P~J:tf .~·~-."• 1:f .e~/:"')t'-~. '~"· c,;,;e·k .~1~«~~~~1J~:= -~- _.)~_0) . - . ... ';2/fL . IJ fth . ,) K. - ] .. .>/, y-0G ·- ~ b ./~ ... J f--- - -

~·)/r\)fil--~~aM, __ ~JL'_~L_t.LJ' .. ~~~---~r A·LP--)~-_J;;µ0~.1:i;l1c·;i·,)·}~· It seems from 

this statement tha.t Eldad visited Spain in the time of Hisdai 'a 

grandfather. 

Abraham :Maimu.ni, in a resitonsum, translated from the Arabic 

by Adolf J5J'eubauer, Kobez, IV, :P• 63, after givi1'lg the Rabbinic refer .. 

ences to ~he ten tribes, says: .J.MJ_~r. f'(i~ 0Cihei /~ .A1pl(•)L_'..l.~·}_~l~d 
~K0 _____ f ___ .J\_1011Kc.-~ ~ .1<1_p_ [.) __ Pit )~)lft_ }),)_t;J- :fit .<AIM!) .... ec-1 .. I .INi.. 
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Jonah ibn Janah, in his_ _ P 1 i_2e1)_1~Jo __ • (~ebrew translation 

by Judah ilm Tibbon, ·ed .. Bacher, Berlin, 1896, a.v. 

quotes J'udah b. Kora.iah, who ci.tes Eldad as authority fo:l'.' a certain 

interpretation of the root__ •)re • 
Rashi on Prov .. xx:l quoteB Moses Ha Darshan to the same effect. 

s •. T. Rappaport ( __ /0J ''1 _.f\!~_{/..A, note 4?, quoted in Epstein, pp. 

?1 ... 72) says a ... f)t/(,\J/)! ~-l'J.~.;?A_J'I() K1 r\Ji}_J~L, p1e1-;;ip_~';lG ')~~ /1,). ';}~i)~] __ .'t~'''i 

______ ,._j_A~it _ lie ~1../\Ji) __ '1N~)J ____ ,e 'JP. '/~JL! _ .. _ _ _ _ _____ -->-

Abraham ibn lUzra seems to bave been the pnly sceptic. In comment

ing ori lilx. ii 122 he ref,usas to accept Eldad 'a account as trustworthy .. 

A. H. Silver, Messianic Speculations in Israel, p. 57, states that 

Meir of Rothenburg also doubted Eldad'a veracity, but I have been 

unable to locate such a statement of his. 

The popularity of the Eldad story is.attested by the great 

variety of versions, editions and!translati ons that exist, by the 

fact that the ____ ?;;/ __ G_ ~eo was first printed in Mantua in about the 

year 1480, thus placing it among the earliest Hebrew books to have 

been printed;(Bteinschneider. Die Geachichtsliteratur der Juden, 

Frank.fu1·t, 1905, #13.); as well as by the frequency with which it 

was drawn upon by later raconteurs. 

58. It is strange that later· reports of the ten tribes make nothing 

at all of their Opportunity here. There is not in any later account 

of the tribes any fUl"ther mention of 'the descendants of Samson. Per

haps this is d.ue to the fact that Srunson at his best was not con

sidered a great 11 tsaddil<: 11 , while the other gvoupa, ·such as the Bnai 

Moshe and the descendants of the Hecha.bi tes, provid.ed more fertile 

1, material for speculation. 

58a. See note 15~ 

59. See the Introduction. 
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60. These opinions range from one extre'file to anothert Eldad baa 

been aharacterized as.1) an a:pologete, whose purp,ose in concocting 

his story was to refu:be the Christian theory that the loss·of Jew

ls~it.Jd.ependence wa.a a proof of God's rejection of Israel; 2) a 

polemicist against the Karaites; 3) a Karaite ~ttem~ting to con

vert Ra.bbinites wi·th a cook•and-bull story; 4)"a. braggart and a sec-

ret Karai te," an an "adventurer and a charlatan"; 11 a rogue and a 

swindler" "devoid of any higher pur.poset1; 5).a. non-existent indiv

idual, nothing more the.ti a tH:i.me attab.hed to a. sto1~y; 6) a. truthful 

·chronicler of conditions obtaining iri his native country, etc. See 

Max Schloessinger; op. cit •• ch. 1 • 

60a. Kobez, IV, .P• 10; J. Q,. B.. • o. s., I, 186 misinterprets. 

6 ~ • --~-e~p21 __ I/~_L_~~--.!"1 ___ '}/(i0[_,v'\/~_,j\.~) f _ J~o,) p1fi_Jr1_L_')1_ _ 101<d ____ ,_ ·)JJ ... __ !J.1;.e ____ Q,d 

JL1,J9L ,· 1" tf '"JV~ t .;-e) I '.;J Jj ;i f.,N( I I I Jf k '", Y-;;K ,Rr k' 'l ',j I </.J re£ fN;. 

..£')1t _,J?h .,<./ AL1 aJ 'On! ·~!D •J Jip~ ire~ ;i·IJJ ~,£ 'i\IJL ;tf I~f cN ~ii 
~ · fK,e, iil5 j1- _/J fiLe•x<VL 'EJ .1 'h-/J'li;~p ~- 171 L ,-"h-vt . .. .;J/C,;i _ '"1r.1 fl-• 
quoted in Epstein, op, cit .. , pp. 72-73.· 

62. ___ [;!_e.J__ .f1K may refer to an independent Jewish land, just as 

Elda.d's ha.la.choth are called ________ {i;~-'----1-~)K JJ>~.; the contention of 

Schloesainger, op. cit., P• 9, that __ ___: __ 
1
JCJ\_1_[) ___ was an abbreviation 

o;f _ o-f1lv 1 l)IK ,.;\l..)G. from the opening words ot Eld ad's halacho th, 

-//J rJ&fo• l!K, rather than of J;..,f_, --fL.f'i.,D_, while no 
doubt correct, does not affect the argument since he himself admits 

that later gloasatora and commentators took this to signify _ _0.JJ._G_ 

~~'-.-~11: , implying by these words "the halachoth of an inde.P• 

enden·t Jewish land 0
, so th~t Dunaah in using these words probably 

meant the same. 
,. 

! 

63. Judah b. Balam, at about this time stated, fol~Woing M. J. 
; . J 

I 

Derenbourg'a translation of his glosses to Isaiah, R•EeJ.; XVIII, 
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I ' p. 741 "les dix tribus. etaient dc:,,,n s le Khorasan ~ a ' . .--- ) 

et ()IC ·ivJ (II:re. xvii;6). Il parait que '"'llA>h est le nom d'un 

fleuve du Khoraaan appele1 Chaboras, et l{Ue /)Ir 1;)J est un fleuve 

qui baigne la ville de Gazna, qui est aujoud'hui la capitale du 

Khorasan. 11 The implication is that Judah believe a that the ten 

tri'bes are st:iLll in the places he m~ntioris. 
Messianic 

64. J.Q..H., o.s., X, pp. 139-151, A Hitherto Unknown;lfovement 

Among the Jews, Particularly Thoae of Germany and the. Byzantine 

Empire. 

65. What more natural that when miracles are in order, for Eiark 

mountains to become suddenly bright? 

66. The belief in the ten tribes in Germany must have been very 

strong fo~this report to h~ve caused this mass movemeDt. Benjmnin 

of Tude&a. notes at ihe end of his i tiner@.ry that this belief con .. 

tinuecl as a trong in the Germanic lands. 

67. The Byzantine Emperor, Alexiua Comnenus, at whose instance 

the first Crusade was undertaken, and the Patriarch, were believed 

to have extended their support to the J-ewa. Kaufmann asks, 11Had 

the repoz·t about the expedition of the iBn tribes reached the 

Emperor also .. ? Did the orthodox Alexiua give some amow1nt o:t' credence 

d>o the tales of the great Jewish force about the Samba.tion, and 

fear the latter aa the avengers of all the injus.tice done to the 

Jews •••••••••• ? Some belief in the protection, or a~ least, conniv

ance :m from the highest qua:tte:r.·s mµst have been alive among, the Jews 

o:f' the Byzantine Empire, 11 for the same Jews Who previously had feared 

to breathe a word of their Messianic hopes now 'boldly avowed their · 

aspiratione. 

68. Kobez, IV. p. 39 

( r 
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69. The reference to a like occurrence in the letter dispatched 

to the ten tribes by the Ashkenazic cormnuni ty"" in Fales tine in 1831 

seems to be to this same event. cf. Kobez, IV, 53-54. 

70 • Kobe z , IV , p. 10 • 

71. Adler, Marcus N., The Itinerary of .Benjamin of Tudela, in J. Q,.R., 

o.s., Vols. XVI, XVII, XVIII, and also published se:paratelyt London; 
// 

1907; Adolf Asher, The J.:tinerary of Benjami.n of Tudela, London, //'. 

1840 ... 1841. 

72. Adler, Itinerary of :Senjaimn of Tudela, Int:oodi., pp. xll-xiii: 

ttrt :ls not unlil~ely that Benjamd.n may have undertaken hit3 journey 

with the ob~Ewt of :findi11g out where his expa.tria.t~d bfethren 

might firid an asylum. It will be noted that Benjamin seems to use 

every effort to trace and to afford particulars of independent 

communities of Jews who had chiefs of their own, and owed no 

allegiance to the foreigner. 11 Benjamin is naturally interested in 

reports of such com.muni ties, as. any Jew in those days or to-day 

would bet but there is no reason to assume that the reason whioh 
~ 

~, Adler assigns to him was the exclua'ive, or even the foremost reason 

for his~ making his trip .. What his reason was, we do not know. 

73. Asher, Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela, P.• 83. 

74. Lazer, Hidoa; pp. 36, 37, refers this story of the fOUlll' ·tribes 

to an independent oorrununity of J'ews residing in the mountains of 
.Afghanistan. 
Xk;Js::s:b:tac. 'rhere is a widespreag~ tradition that independent Jewish 

tribes were to be found in Khorasan until recent times. E.N. Adle:i:·, 

Jews in Many tand.s, Phi.la. 1905, pp;. 177-178, sayst 0 They (the Jews 

o:r the Caucasus) told me that they talked Persian because they were 

the descendants of the Tribes of' Israel whom Shalmaneser, king of 

~aayl"ia, had carried away captive •••••• the tra.di·tion is widespread 

among the Persian J·ews and in the CELuca.sus that there have· been many 

i' 
I 
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independent tribes until recent years. I w~a told that in an Armen
~-

ian monastery near Kutais ancient records are preserved which con-

clusively prove that Jews were paramount in the country three or 

four centuries ago. 0 Graetz, JTing. Trans. , III, pp. 433-434, al so 

refers this story of Benjamin's to Khorasan. 

,/')- .. 
·'_,rl' 

?5. These Kofar al 1'urak are beyond doubt identical with the ao ... 

cal~ed subjects of :Prester J'ohn. In about the year 1125 a Chinese 

prince, who called himself Gur Khan, was driven from China, gathered 

an army and/advanced westw~rd and defeated the Shah of Persia near 

Samarkand, in September, 1141. 1'he hosts of the Gur Illian are, called 

by Moslem historians , Al•Turk .. al-Kuffar, i.e., the infidel Turks, 

They a.re also called the Ghuzz Turks. Henry Yule, Encyc, Brit., 

XXII, p. 305. 

76. Thir::i :la Adler's reading; Ashe:i:· omits the word r .A~e. 

77. __ dDLDnG_1,iy rh~Lh/; 16~. ·.rf xU _ . (L-;ir'-;i~,, p>i> . rR -;io0d 

___ -2..!_An£ __ E..tL ___ J?J~~_c_'£\K~----~~~ll< __ y1JA_j15_ __ J_~JJ.'.V ___ '.,) __ 2.i.L~.--Ebh[_~_iA~ ..... J<..f _ ... itf,2.. 

---'~ __ 'fL'J).}._ .'.Uc.'J ___ 10-l~~ .DN_ 'lfK_ .J'-~~f ::y,_~ ___ 4 __ .1~k chi)t<L. 1-Mj)J ·"I'k 1Jt< ';ij ir"'Ji. 

.. ~&I.Av L_J?_j}'_J_~-~- . ;)~_J_b~L-P.1.?.h 1 i2L.,---~-,..---~ ~-y) p/?;ht0 _ '/JJr p, I'·) h P.A.lJ. 

______ ___ __ .r.(,1JC.v ,.el( p '';)1~~)',') J,;ve,\) o ')c) r ff, 
Asher, ItitJere.ry of Benjamin, P• 86. 

78. In 1153 the Seljuk Sultan Sinjar Shahin-Shah undertook an ex

pedition against the Ghuzz Turks. Graetz, III, pp. 433-434. 

79. Asher, pp. 70-72. 

BO. Powerful Jewish tribes were settled in Yathrib, afterwards 

called J.VJ.edina, and in the highlands of Khaibar and Teima, in noi·th 

and mid.dle Arabia. They were crushed by Mohammed .• Information reap:ect .. 

ing Jewish sites in this region is meagre, In 1762 we have a re:po1•t 

that there were/still wild Jews in the Arabian peninsula.. Adler, J .Q..R., 

JI -----· 
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O.S., Vol. XVII, p. 770, note 5. 

81. Neubauer, J·.Q,.B.., o.s., I, 191 reads ')fi) 1
.) 

1J::l, and Adler, 

J.Q,'eRq o.s., XVII,, p. 762, reads '1,\> 1 .J • In 1836 a missianary, 

Joseph Wolf, visited Arabia and made a fantastic report of an inter-

view he had wi.th some Rechahi tes. 

82, Asher, . PP• 70-721 .Jm 'J 'l Pr f hi! ~ 1K ~ )"l ~I~(! m (J(B r P '..l~~ 
__ __.l)t';JJ( 1 ?-vf'K P;)rv/ 1 pl)JI p1~h6)Ji p 1 ,.~l·v·Q 'JJ /.)j .------.P11v1rJ •kr:J, p1) ~,,£_ 

P'fi.J" , ~,,l./\r pi)r reK r;)I ,.,et P'J.AIJ/ .P',....)' .Ai\lh) pJ)/<;1 ·,)Jr), ·fr~1 
~--f" p·~11· .r;.., ;J·J .ro," p~ .e hoift C.J· .. J,a e,~>" ""'"r ?'X.Jo p '"e,. 2. 

_p_!1!'_\~~- _ /_t:; _ 0h'6JirO 9 I 0r€1 1 ?ul" P' ~I~ 9 I :;; (iU _pre~ 1r Pl>} r p 1J\ re /'xi 'Tet\J p ·h/ 15... 

______ .d_v'\~J)l 111-1 Y.)) 11
/\ 1)/ 1 

/.) /'J{./lj I (~a-..-)~~ p1 ~IJ() P' '6hri 

j,&_ __ 1L01_a_~_ ji) 1k '° h) /!, ~ ') e I .;-./0 ;; ~ 1) ' 'J a) r fJ'Jt f',) '":l' )J 0 p tf r,;J.14/ p I~ I c P1 J1 i 
-:--P\';//,,, ~fK W• lk.> ~Cl e.£ o«)r.A/ J<J'.fi ~iK .fJ~ P• -;i)N (j ;; P('I .//;ir:'J... 
_e_,1[ ~ e~ Oh'i) _ (\)_-A_J 

1
.)_ I)){ _ .. ~r;,; _ ~l;t_ D-)A p;-,/ .KIJ j\) /.J~ J01d J< I ej ~ I /'1i ~ p f1 

___ .J.) ___ ,,r;: ,lf£~ Pl' P'~I:< fJ:./'ef.A)' ~l<?ctV~ P~h~ 0ft(1) e"'·..,r .;..1{J p··)r£L 
_____ ;)_LJr-~ p I~ /11) 9 1 ~/ ';)• 1) I .. _ -• 

83 , As her, p. 7 21 J.i £ _ r/, Jl (,,Ji, .J rJ -;i (I j o lk 1 G~ P 
1

;,I! p-;, I< 'J ,.J p•-uiiJ. 

-~_;)fj.Ai) G~ ?'M,CI '-"hlJ"'J J~1fl~c vr;iJ 9 1)'1)i) !JN/ ·~ r.)f)t 1~Jc1 )C '1oJ;i[e_ 
4_,.K~ "'1h)';2Ji,\) t> 'j~) p/1 ~ .'0J1,e , fJ'i)lf;; OJ;)'r ri~, P';?k t~L. 
84. Adler- P• 31. 

85, »ibid., P• 54. 

86. A. Kahana, __ 0·1~·}e_~i) 5)•11Co'i1" 0/16)_Q , Vol. I, P• 226: .J' ·Y<iJ -;fJ!iL 
--~ JKi1f I el.ft I .A-£/{ 1 Rvr.) ~ ~ T' I'\ l ('c) 1

.J I ~)I re J K Ii, ))1f\1fe i)/~) J\ ;) (~.:.Q 
- ;:J~n It\) ~?Jl 1 .'J~ re/,.,~ 1 1'•)) 'l'6r 1~~)J .peJn ~~ 1 1~)·)~ ~;;ns -ret.t. 
8'7. Neubauer'a reason .for doubting the statemerits of Lorca and 

Yagel is that "it is moat unlikely tha.t Maimonides, who was so 

cautious concerning the Me~:;sianic advent, as car1 be seen from his 

letter addressed to the congregation of Yemen, should have made 

~ ;t;.i l'J4.;t.e -at at eine n t F altot1 t:h-
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any definite statement about the whereabouts of the ten tribes.11 

But is a surmise of this nature sufficient basis for impugning the 

testimony of two wri·ters (one of them, true , a rascal) moi~e than 

a humdred years apart independently quoting from the same source? 
. 1 

Lazer, Hidoa, P• 13, accepts Yage$'s quotation. 

88. J.1.R., O.S., I, PP• 194-195. 

89. J.Q.R~, O.S., I, PP• 411·412. 

90. --~_J_rf)L__:_J_~J ____ e 1x_r_~,e_J£__,_~~--~')r;_.A)_e 1 L__,_1 J{-V_( 1,HJJ _i)~~? h.) r1JO- -;iQJJ_ 

------------~2~J __ L(1y_J ____ f~';;)_rRi. --/:J __ (_J., ___ fk_o_h:-. 1_~-~J:;,'Jr;). __ _ ·t,J-;;•;)_bl~.A-~; quoted 

in Epstein~ p. 72. 

91. See note 5?. 

92. See like reference in the statement of Dunash ibn Tamim, pp. 

lS·ltt above. 

9 3 • ...!.!£ il _ ;;>_';J {;'. "'f 1 k ~ ~-_ ' >'J {;; n '.;)-~ ~ ~) K •€ J ;i "'/)o)I 11 mo)_, in -"' ('-')_ , 

(Jet~r~burg, 1897), P• 65. 

93a. $ee note 13 above. 

93b. Is this intended to show that the king adhered to Rabbinic 
. . 

tradition, as opposed to the Karai tic? 

94. Gustav Karpe lea, J"ewish Literature and Other :li:asays, Phila., 

1895 , p'. 260. 

95. Preserved in Joseph b .. Jehuda Sarko's collec·tion of epistles, 
11 1!,ruit of the Iiipe 11

, and reprinted by David Kaufmann, A Rumour a.bout 

the Ten Tribes in Pope Martin V's Time, J.Q,.R. 1 O.S., IV, 503-508. 

96. At this time Christendom was in a chaotic conditioru there was 

discord within, two popes :c•eigned s_imultaneously -- the letter 

refers to the Pope of Home, J:>ope Martin V -- and from without, the 

Turks were hammering at the gates of Europe. The ru>J).or of the rising 

of the ten tribes must have thrown the Papal court into terror and 

confusion, as the letter intimates, though it does not #o in to 

. I 
i! 
11 

'1 
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great detail., c.iue to the fear that it might be intercepted by Christ ... 

ian authorities. 

97. Kobez, IV, P• 46~ 

98. ibid; PP• 46-50. 

99. . __ _JJ__1:;JJ'} 11)__pJ_ Ph(F-~'A- xi~ ,0;) ~ p ~ - )J.All -;;,l J IS f,; ')AJd p_J)r l C,; _ )~{) ~!. 
-- ;i.;n;i .,_1.,C. &<>c:i! ~'" el· G'" '.!Kl• ice.,., Pt ~· JoCI p.ir ,,,,,., 'I'' r i.t 
-'"')-/,'I \~o 'Di IA)' p h ~r er ;i; k/ " j "~ p_,.,,bf, r '"' i'"'" r p .e ;>') p~/ Lm 
----- ... ' P0~! L\)Jf I . ft( t'..Alk l)vl lg (.A/.JGx p1-:,il·u·i) e.,(r_ ~Jh 1<10_. Kobez, IV' 

p. 47. Compare the policy of this king with that of Pobiedonostsev, 

in H.ussia, toward the end of/the past century. 

100. The letter goes on to tell of many signs and wonders in J'er .. 

usalem in 1454, miraculous voices from heaven, the_fJ. 1)11',llJ ')re _ Of 

the temple area has risen six cubits·, many strange dreams have been 

not live to see the redemption unless they mend their ways, for they 

will be &estroyed in the wars between Christianity and .. Islam that 

a.re in process. There follows an appeal for righteous living, an 

account of the hardships of the Jews of uerusalem, and an appeal 

f0r funds. The letter closes with a reiteration of the statement 

that the redemption is near. 

101. {;,C1(1fo ..A!;JGfi p/1i) P• •. J~v,) ~i~)l0 'J::'J fk•tiJrfl '.AJtK ~v\Ji\l ~1!<1_ 
.~0!._';.)N{ P.Jh -;\'Jt ,:VJ\.) 1'<'rv91 ,~11) ~,--;;;h·--~ /1oe_1~,r~ P'ftrv r<'~i)r l~'> ~~k.r 

- p '!eh. l"nln P'Ji I' ;i--;i/v• ')lJ\ i\) ')"-J 0 'fr~ P";;//;i.~ P.t-1111' p~ P•1\lk p~ 
--- .•.rt .A'i\l~ I~ kr p~/. reh '11) '')hi< Pr- 1Jire1, his comment 

otl Jer. iii:l4, .. "i) _ P/~J fl'-\1..Vte, 9'J;\J l"'tf"'-. 
102. See Sir Henry Yule' a article in the Encyclopedia Britannic a, 

ji 

I 
11 

11 
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eleventh edition, Vol. XXII, pp. 304 ff., and the works of X Zarnoke 

and Oppert on Prester John. Jewish writers agree tbat the details 

ot the Pres·te1• John legend were strongly ihfluenced by the stories 

of the ten t ribea which were popular in Jewiah and Christian circles, 

and in particular by the account of El dad Ha Dani. A c onacious 

ef':f'ort was made 'by Christian a.pologetea to counteract the effeo;~ ..e.f' 

of the storie a of Jewish independence and glory in distant lands, 

(cf. the suppresaicm of the pamphlet_. ___ .&_~-~---fj_1_K__0:L£fe.J>y the Polish 
/J.U_ ~ rf, ' :;s· 11 · 

clergy in the seventeenth century, see P• 6~ above7) stories which 

were generally accepted as true, b' aacribin~ to the· Christian 

monarch even greater glory and power, and by making the admi tteu.ly 

powerful Jewish kingdom subservient to the greater power of Prester 

John. See Lazee, Hidos, pp. 2"/':'"36; EpsteirJ, Eldad 9 In trod., p. xxiii; 

Muller, Recensionen, pp. 4-8, where he presents some parallels be

tween the Prester J'ohn letters and the Eldad account; note the fre

quent references to Prester J()hn in the Jewish accounts of ihe ten 

tribes. 

103. J.Q,.R., O.S., I, PP• 192-193; and Kobea;~ IV, p, 14. 
. ~ 

104. fi:tnqxiµ:xii!it J. Q..R•, 0.,S., I, P• .193; Kobez, IV, P• 19. 

105. Kobez, IV, P• 66. 

106. J.Q.R., o.s., I, PP• 195~196. 

10?. A. Neubauer, Zwei Briefe Obadiah's aus Bertinoro aus dem Jahre 

5248 und 524.9, in the Jahrbuch fur die Gescb.ichte der Juden und 

des Judentums, Vol. III, PP• 193ff., Leipzig, 1863. 

108. pu'blished by Dr., Alexander Marx,_fdL_~Jlt_{t J.JfD 1.Q)o __ , Vol. 

II-III, PP• 9?·99. 

109. Part IV, #219; cf. Lazer, Hidos, p. 32. 

llO. R.E.J., 1922, PP• 153•154. 

I 

il 
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111. 'l1his is one reason which leads Dr. Mann to surmfse tha.~this 

pamphlet was printed before 1492. 

112. Gen. xxv:13. two sons of Ishmael. 

112a. For a brief account of the especially unsettled conditions 

in Europe at the beginning of the sixteenth century, which me.de it 

pos1:iible for David Heubeni to arouse so much int ere st in his project 

see A.H.Si.lver, Messianic Speculations in Israel, N.Y. 192?, pp. 110 .. 

116. 

ll2b. _ -~~f J1J.K .f?_;y _(; __ ;i)ltL1J0.Kli1 ~l~L,EL'.Q)fJ~J--~_?i) __ 1 ~l~ 1 ~)_ .0:-iJJ. 

-~.::>..ff_.,J:,~2. ~K. __ 9·~13) P')J1
• ;)€_{ ~ft'{. _l~:lL Y\/ 1.!1[0~ ... tfi.Q+,! __ ·JroA.~_!l~'.)r-:t ... ft~r- _[@v-JL 

-~~ ; ~: 1~1~p <°' ~!)~~edp1-i.~r,, 1~~~~'?: 1_~£·~~~: D~?-~wf' 2hl ":f ------- -- )~ ~J I.:v
1 

.KJ._ p 6tL __ /\._ ;v_ ... 
1 

. \)! -~-- Y.Jl~------fNif~ _ PreJk' /Jc; _ 

· ~ 'fL2tLb"t.l __ ")I ~r;;if;UH1l J~? ,il k__;_J;iJJ ~1; •} __ &/:.N . .,;/gif _ y;h .i. 

- ___ ,J_1_1~JJ ___ P!JiKJ)_10~LJ•J_Q}f p,J_1_P1?f0, ___ 1~.>. L.(\_dJ __ ~_,ii)~)._v\'~nC~l( t<U fr'~cil..; 
____ 2E({-__ .Alb.}.J~, ___ 0,_}r'L, ch. 14, en ct. 

See 
ll2c ./ Eduard Bi berf'eld, Reiaeberich t des Davia·: Reubeni, Berlin, 

1892; A. Neubauer, Medieval Jewish Chronicles, Volt II, pp. 132-223. 

113. "The intercourse of Pope Clement VII and Joao III, the king 

of P<0>rtugal, with Dtivid Reubeni would be absolutely inexplicable, 

unless we assumed tha~the belief in the re~lity of the ten tribes 

had been long fostered in the Church by traditions already become 

~ ve1'lerable ••••••• The existence of l'rester J'ohn arid his Christ ian 

realm was credited, and faith in the J·ewish kings of the ten tribes 

and. their formldable power was a correlative of this belief. 11 

Kaufmann, J.~.R., o.s., IV, p. 504. 
11

1
1

his would make intelligible Abraham Ya.gel's statement that 

Clement VII not only entered. personal communication with David 

Iteubeni, but 6llJ:Uipped an expedition for tbe discovery of the ten 

tribes." ibid, p. 506. 
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. Yagel a ays 1 _l:,J _p •• dpi _ P·l' ft p' •I {¢, ~A: '1 '-o€•) I CJ)' 0 > liJ •@K'J 'A •il. 
J.lfl~_Pv\J.t_~ __ _l)_,1,JGfa~D/ __ f>_0JqJ~J_ £.6Jl';)rfl-/_)_waJ __ b~b.__--2AipJ ___ rJ-~---:~, Kobez, rv, P. 41. 

Neubauer, J.~.R., o.s~, I 9 P• 412, translates, "messengers were 

selllt to them11
, implying, by the J'ewa, but Yagel evidently means that 

the Pope dispatched these messengers. 

]for information on the efi§ect of Reubeni 's visit to Portugal 

on the Marra.nos ther~and on the introduction of the Inquisition• aee 

E.N.Adler, Auto da Fe and Jew, London, 1908, pp. 29·35. 

114 • Med • Jew • Ch r • , I I , p • 15 9 • 

115. Jf_p~f'_',/\l(r\J Kn 0)1~ rGi) ,~ 'JK '..) r~ _X'rJ -RK dp1LGr\) fJ1)CJ)l/k '...Ud 

_ _i/.~6f_(f\J(_y/_ ~ ?tl 'l ~J} 'JK -;)}j /\/;i' r;r'J PK 'j d~ p fY~~ ,.,(;) 0~hrv...,. kn 0iK'5J.. 

_ ~lK _r; .) ,,, 'J .) • ,, , ..,e ,, .,f, "- r? ·) "' ~ "' . r. r , K ,, ' p,.,. ,1, fl. :pfJ., ,J\1 ~& 
---- _C_,t,, _, ibid, p. l?J.. 

116. Reubeni • s favoragle reception at the l?ortuguese court is 

the more remarkable when we consider that the king, Joao III, was 

moronic, a fanatical Catholic completely under the sway of the 

clergy, and a. bitter enemy of' the J'ewa. cf. Alexander Herculano, 

Origin and Establishment of the Inquis:ition in Portuga.1 1,, t:i:•c.i.nslated 

by tT.C.Brenner, Stariford University, Calif., 1926, p. 2?8. 

i17. ____ fJA.JJrL -~r~i_ Nh;v1 f"~t\l ls'';)_,J~ i)/i_b_C.);_~~.)_,./;l)_ C f,j_·J/JJ)t JJ11JL 

illJf, .. iJ 'ff" I'(" 'J P·li<i.te·u '"'} I·-~· 1'K G -"hrfi P'Q"'"' •tr'" .... 0rt' )S>J.. 

____ ·5ili"l 11c1"'· e,c T't' ./\'~fl .t,.re,r "-.:i· P•)JJ, P'J}k i!''"r w'" _ 'JK1 
________ ._!Jffi_ l))_;)J_1) ~J1< C 1-;)JiCr p.;\re,,c_, Med. Jew. Chr., rr, :r;i. 178. 

ns. _-;;/ -o e. r;" J<.," r', 1" r p 'Jr,, 1J .• , ''"K 1 P·.);; v ,,) I( -f'K 1 r . .,,, ,Ak1 
-JOl;;>H i/;J) (!If, .J~I <rl r~ln (~ r; P'.Jc {Jt_J.ki lL~/\ ·~;;i)i'j) ;>/.0 ')~ 
-- p_,1, fJ,) (J·~ _"1h ~ v,l·~I Pv•C P',)~ r/J 1•K'\l ,j,/ P•(,.//, ·G e.1 Jlii!b... 

{J ,)/ 'J(,J(, .;./Jar r;)A ol ru );jj r; NI /'A •JO) . (,:£,I I h,t£ C-i. pol p' c;:& 

~,y IG 1,K P3v:I o 10 K / ;i/ ,/ ££ (',w,1! J ,;i l.1 >»J ~ r , 'v ·A /',:i e·w 11/o_ 

_ 1JtR.. 0~140 "'J"' ";;> ir e,1 "'"' pa 1,,, r ""' 1xe1 1r; . Pi e.1 N~,J_ 
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"\~g&__JJX_J'i.) _ _p_;~L-~fa_/.J, 1 '6 1 ~1;;/ "-_,Cri 1;l ~'rei), p)))vK /JG _,Jf,,;/ ~'~l_Q. 
..At\K' ·)5<r0 pv} !Jr.JK/ 1</N, e~!e ·1/~n, ibid, 178-179. ____ _ 

119. ____ kf, /..; ''1-\1</ ~) 1 .1dr\J'r\JoJ ~,fl, i")K r-.-:-iJ ~(;._J\rYJ (Jf\J 1.; '.J !( ~ i).L 

- p 'Gt.ii eL ',) c»-~ p "" 'i' ~~ ')L c, ,f, ' '";/) . ~OJ pl n ) 'I' hL NJ"i,I ~ r;, p I. "13 0 ' ,f,_ 
y 1 ~h1 C__p_K~~1{ 1~1j)J_ ,./\t\v'\ t'_iJ( t>_ I~ bi_;)_&~ ibid. 17 9. 

120. ibid. 

121. see riote 36 above. 

122. ibid, PP• 1'80-181. 

123. ibid, p. 187. 

124. This was no doubt Diogo Pires. who· 1ater changed his name to 

Solomon Molcho, and who subsequently .exerted ao strong an influence 

,~ upon the course of David's career in Euro11e. David pass.es the incid .. 
1' 

ent by with but a few words .. 

125. Steinschneider calls Reubeni an adventurer and a liar and a 

swindler, I,iteraturgeschichte, #101; Neubauer, J.Q.R., o.s., I, 408, 

CE.ills him 11 Dtvid~ the pretend.ed Reubenite, but, in factt a German· 

Jew"; Mar:>t and Margolis, History of the Jewish People, Phi.la.. 1927, 

:P• 505, agree wi::tkxk::bl that he was an adventurer; Graetz, IV~ P• 

491, says, 11 It is hard to say whether he was an impostor or a fool

ish fanatic, and whether he intended to mi.Lay the role of a Mess

i~nio or of a political adventurer", though even a cursory per-

usal of hia diary makes it clear that he had no Messi~wic preten

sions whatever. David, further, is an 11 0riental by descent, long 

resident in .t:..rabia and Nubia. 11 Lazer, Hidos, ch. 11, thinks that 

Reubeni was the envoy of a very much existent, powerful, independer1t 

J'ewish tri.be in Ara.bia; Reubeni 'a tribe has also been placed in 

southern AbyssiniEL, where the Falashas originally dweltJ an inter• 

es ting surmise is that David came from Cranganore, Cochin, on the 

-, 
I 
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coast of Malaba.:t', where a{Jewish community, headed by the Rabban faro ... 

ily, ex.is ted for many centuries, see pp. 8lff,. tibove. During the 

fi:r.•s t quarter of the s i:x:teenth century this colony we.is thre~en ed 

by the growing Mohammed.a.:n power in Ma.labt1<.r and 'by the in cu rsi ona 

of the I.>ortuguese. "The Jewish raj or malik had sent his brother 

David to Europe to negotia.te for aid agai let the Moslems. He was 

evidently the David. Reuben i who appeared in Rome in March 1524 • ., ... 

Historians have called him an impos to:r.• •. EJN.Adler rightly calls 

this a very cheap assumption, and observes that his name seems to 

have been Rabbani ~ a.1 tered by a sixteenth centttry interest in the 

lost ten tribes and a desire to make this Jewish "royal family" 

spring from the first-born of Isra.el .. 11 In 1524 the Moslems stormed 

the Jewish quarter of Cranganore, razed it• killed many Jews and 

drove the rest out. while the Portuguese strengthened their Cran-

ganore fort and compelled the J'ews to abandon their ancient trad· 

ing privi&eges • .A.H.Godbey, The Lost Tribes, a l\[yth, Dul<:e University, 

19:30, P• 353. 

If thlbs last assumption is correct Reubeni's posttinn was a 

singularly tragic orie, f or~ile he was carrying on his negotiations 

in Europe hia pe@:ple was being destroyed. Howe~er, thifJ assumption 

neglects Reubeni 'a avowed :purpose• not to defer;id his own country, 

but to at.tack the Moslem power in Palestine. Further, his descrij)tion 

of hiis journey from his land to Europe makes it improbable that he 

came all the way from :Malabar. (Abraham Ferissol locates the "'\r\) ?JI 

1 I"" r.., in Asia Maj or near Jedda, see P• 46 above. ) 

126. This makes twelve tribes all toldl 

12?. David evidently considered that the ten tribes had not been 

lost in a body at all, but still were joined to the other two. 
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128. Thia reference to the Bnai Moshe occurs only once in his en

umerations of the tribes, and is· prob&.bly a later interpolation. 

129. Reuben! p:J,aces the balance of the i,wel,v~ tribes near his 

country; see notes 126 and 127. 

129a.. 1922, pp. 148-154, Glemures de la Gueniza, l. A pr9pos des 

dix tribus perdues. A. 

130. The letter seems to have had here a.n ace ount of the Bnai Moshe .. 

131. Dr. Mann calls attention to the fa.ct that the writer naively 

admits that only these two and a half tribes remainl 

132. cf. Yoma 52b. 

133 • Dr. Mann places this· on the route from the .Hedjaz to Mecca. 
134. Chapters 15 and 24. 

135. In his_ r; c,11 p ''/-'I "' 'f\10 , Lemberg, n.d., 52 .. ) p. 

136. Published by Neubauer in Kobez, IV, pp. 24 .. 37. 
J 31,111,, )7. ;;, /.?, 1 c.9. S.i L:

11
p. :i.o o 

13?. Li}:> id~ PP.· 35 .. /{3(). 
dt. 4u..), /'-/-( ~. 
l38~}J'etfbauer, J.Q,.R ... os., I,. p. 200, takes this to be Seba.ate 

(Sic hem). 

139. Neubauer, ibid, suggests tha~this may have been a reference 

to the prophet Elijah. 

140. Neubauer, ibid; suggests that this David is none other than 

David Reuben i. This letter was copied by a. scfibe • Judah b. Soloman 

De Blanche (? e'JK(~;) ) in Castello, on the 28th of Ab, 528~·1523,, 
(Kabez, IV, p .. atfftJ)l, when Reubeni was in Palesfine. Perhaps this 

ia one ibf the letters which brought the news of Heuben i's arrival 

in Palestine to Italy, to which Abraham :trerisaol refers, see p. 46 

qbove. 

141. Nine tribesZ cf. the letter of Prester John. p. 31 bo e , a v • 
142. J.~.R., o.s •• I, p. 199. 

1 .. 

'.I' i 
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143. Neubauer, ibid., dat.es thi.s letter, tt·about 15~3 11 , but it seems 

evident from this date of the :redemption, that the letter must be 

dated befo1•e 1530. :Jee Kobe.z,. IV, p .. 34. 

144. J.Q,.R., O.S., I, P• 196-197; Kobez, IV, P• 24. 

145. 'rhi s passage 1 s strongly reminiscent of El dad Ha. Dani, see 

pp. 11, 13. etc., above. 

146. J.Q,.R., O.S., I, PP• 197-199J Kobez, IV, PP• 25·30. 

14?. f.Q.R.~ o.s •• I, p. 199; Kobez, IV, p. 33. Neubauer calls 

atterition to the fa.ct that Raw.ha.el here confuses the Jews of Yemen, 

of' whom this :1.nformation is known to have been true at this time, 

with the tan tribes. 

148. Kobez, IV, P:P• 32·33. 

149. J.Q.R., O.S., I 9 PP• 200-201; Kobez, IV, P• 3?. 

150. In hia______ _ _.,£_;;,ifi ffp .. , Constan~in~ple, 157?? 

151. David Reubeni in his diary makes much o:t' the fl.a.gs he carried 

with him. 

152. ___ /"~•-1& 1rr.JX ''"' """''"' . .A;J)J "re-e ;)oK OJ0.i) >J~O! '.JK <A'KL 

- -A}( _P_.'~ ____ p&feJ_e~A .. rVhp p_/i_0_ _~.A_L~ti_r'l ..6 11 9;> __ D.!i)_ i)_l·/_0[)1) fK/;,1/ ·· 1Gf1<!uL 

_J, f ~~~) 0 ?' ciG l_ 91)) p I c rfG IJ .::.i ~/0 0Q)j1~1-1 j\ I J~~ N v'J~ cvl~.J -~)' i)J j~eD_ 
--.. ~J P.1> 16J~~1 ?-:ilS /11J. P'0~1 "'Jfa'o J""IJ i)

1iJ/ ? 11J) 'KJ/ 1
.) P'JIO~ ~'1~_ 

=JJ~L~~~~-~";~~·?P·1~~1f~11~:,~~ ~~~.:·J:~)~::, '.~)~ ~· ~~/;~ 
-~1~1'1!11}_ _Hi __ ~_A-JI~\ .;,vjN. J'!~J _,j, hp- bn1s:.I _-h~. i·~1 .l11sf k _ {£ J•J. /Jljp 1.~ .l'i"' e.:_ . 

_J),~ 'JQ)t\) 1d~ '"l)jk i):17)) ·1)·~~ 1JJ1f I·') v)1) pc) 1 ~)3 ~l,rll, 1ft'i) ~I '(e1r.1 Git€_ 
-ffi~ p1~1/<i 1 ~) )>'6 p1-)1\f~fa l11~J/ 1 p1(;gD 11/()I /{~ ~/\/~ '1\1:1~ .00 ~\·)t'J? '.J.JS. 

-""'-AKL._ 1 ~_,)_ 1,:\)__ 11 1Jt 1( /1 i)_ ~1~r ,)Jh 9' »I f"))1Jal' · ~1:v, ·J~' '( )i\)~ i}'l)/ 10A' riJL 
_ '.J1~11 tJIAJ ,~11~, '<'D. c'}\i) ·)~JG "'~r i)J\'~"' l))r P'1Jk r"' ')"1~/ jJ:;')·l~~ 1

(1 'C JA. p-~" Pier ldr vdf;f ~3h (;•/( 1d1)/ rlvv~o 10Jfi pi(;;i€1); l~"l) (t\I -
r ')-i} 'i''.J 'PK) 11 i) .A ~,f ''J 6 I \. (1 

. . 153. 1fhis passage is qumted in ch, 1 of 1ne1 ..l'')Ke , by R. 

I! 
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:Menahem Man b. Solomon Ha Levi, aa from Abraham Feriasol' s V\ \·~k 

9 (~ .1dr.·)1< , in the name of Isaac Akrish, but I have been un-

able to find it in that book. It ia however, to be found in Isaac 

Akrish's booklet -re.\'J,H fl p , Constantinople, 157'1~~ 
154. cf. the story about Alex-ander and. the Amazons, Tamid 32a. 
l54a. 
of. similar letter, pp. 28·29 above. 

155. Kobezt IV, PP• 50-61. 

156. Aa if these were all conscious fictional There can be no 

doubt that• though among them there were some who consciously in

vented the stories theji: told, most of these men sincerely believed 

these reports. of the ten tr:li.'bes which they retailed, and that there 

was sor.ae basis Ei: in. fact for most of them, distorted t.hough these 

·facts became through constant re:pe·ti ti on and expa.n sio·n ... It wo ual.d 

be more correct to say that the fictional element of these stories 

was the creation not of individuals but of the entire Jewish group, 

which read into whatever ta.le~ of inde]?:endent Jewish tribes that 

came its way the characteristics it sought in them. 

lfi?. J" .. Q,.R., o.s., I, P• 411; Kobez. IV,, PP•· 37ff. 

158. 3ee p. 18 above. 

159. J.Q.R., o~s·~ I, PP• 412-413. 

160. Isaisih xlixs9. 

161, See note 6 above. 

162. See note 113 above .. :~.·.,,. 

163. This is highly reminiscent of the theory of the 11Mission of 

Israel" espoused 'by the Refunrm Movement several centuries later. 

Even at~his early date, this point of view had already gained vogue. 

But in an other pihace, Kobez, IV, p. 44, Yagel do es not accept the 
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i.~(i..t 
exile so cl!lnlplacently'. ·I:Ie'.sa.ys: ''If it is true"they (the tx·ibes) 

are powerful and sovereign, why did He not do thus to the di.ape raed 

of Juda,h and Jerusalem, who are equally his children and his inher

i ta.nee and in whose midst stood his holy temple and palace ••••••• ? 

Why should they be despoiled and plund·ered in their exile while 

the others rule independe:ntly in their own broad, fat landf Wherein 

did. :tk:e: we sin more th.an they?" e·tc.. 

164. Xo:ex:;xil::y; J.Q,.R., o.s.' I, PP• 413 ff. 

165. crf. here the atory of' Benjamin's, :p. 21 above •. 

166. We may unhesitatingly accept the statement of Joshua Lorca, 

in the.. 'P'' /J ~lv 1 ""l('K. , where he discusses the numerous reports 

of the existence of the ten tribes a.ncitheir progiper:lty, that have 

been brought to Europet that no one doubts the facts /'~~ "lN:/ 9)/-· 

--·---p .. Q_(L ... 2Jf.~Li:')_; quoted from the_ -·-· T"'lr iJj)_' __ '6)p/L __ , ed. Landau, 

Antwerp, 1906, p. 3, by A.H.Silver, Messianic Speculation in Israel. 

N.Y., 1927, P• 116. 

167. See note 175 below. 

168. See Lazer, Hidoa, PP• 70·71. 

·169. Gen. xlix:10. 

170. Or Gad, according to Lazer, Hidos. p. 73. 

171.. He is called, "Baruch, 11 11 Ga.d," and 11·Baruch Gad•" in various 

versions of the correspondence. 

l? 2. He says a _ ____G_j)__~_ .. l\.,)_1) ---~Jf._.'..1_'1 ___ }).A K_'L...l~e~')---P~P-1Y .. ~J-~.J .. _ .. .'..';i)L._'.:>.,u< .. -f ~"L 
~f-1~...f_,)N_'-P~- 'J~. _.) P'i) r\).,/\..)i)~ 01~·.Atv\) ~1,/\Ji). ,l;~illi\ll.0 _P,rut,, ~JIJcL ·;~1' 'J~l.2!.. 

-.,a _v\{) 1'} 1
J<i) ~""~' K'6.'J \)ci) ?r"'t\-r\) 'J\~~r f:;,1 P·J~I;). ·vpe>l e-;ii"i) .'i\lV'J_, 

""Iµ·-;;>~ 1-'l';u'r , Leghorn, 1799, p. 86, quoted in Edrei~---~1.A 1 C>Q 

-- P 'oJ ,_ .Amsterdam, 1818. 

1?3. See Moses Edrehi, An Historical Account of the Ten Tribes. 

Settled Beyond the Hiver Ssmb.atyon in the EastJ London, 1836
1 

rJ·S'S 
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174. "'~o /~I< , VoL :i:', Lyck, 1866, PP• 96a ff.; J.~i.R. * o.s., 
I, p. 416; this letter is also published in 

Eliakim Ca1·moly, Brussels, 1841. 

1?5. A lacuna in the text. These are probably the IJB.ssa.ges to which 

the Habbis of JerL1salem who made this copy at the request of R. 

Nathan Spiro referred wher1 they wrote in their covering letter: 

,)~----~10.)1)_ y\Jp) /J)ft_ 1r .1JpJ\r1) r;,) r0.1 _1~}·))).::i p~,) eJ_f)1_Gre.12 r'J.)~ .. -p.1:e1DfL 

PJ r ? , p-'-£ ~ J'_;JJ;"-i" 15 -f P' 01 p, , ,._,, J1A ~J _ i& ',.) __ 1~ .;i_r;_ 10_1£',)cJ,LL , r ,,,e, ·l L 
-~~----_f~ft __ 1_ 1_~N. _.P 1.

10 c ~10J ~ G .)Q) !K l) ~J 11,J ""~ !V)J p. 1 a • 

The letter which l:laruch Gad brought to J"erpaalem from ·the 

Bnai Moshe created a stir such as had not been felt in Israel since 

the days of the exile. The Messianic movement which stirred Jewry 

in the three parts of the old world was directly influenced by a.nd 
• 

an offspring of this letter. Baruch went further than did any otr 

the others who told of the tribes; he brought a measage from the 

tribes that they had heard a Bath Kol from heaven proclaim thqt _the 

reqem11~J.o;n, ,was ne~r.Although the Rabbis of J"erusalem did not copy 

the message of the Bath Kol, they state specifically in their intro

duction to the lett~r that Nathan Spiro,. who was carrying the 

copy with hirn, would tell orally the wor.ds they fearad to write, 

lest they prec.ipitate a criais among the Messiah .. expectant Jews, ·whose 

hopEH3 had been continually :played u_pot1 during the previous century, 

but not realized, so that they were in a high state of tension. (see 

P• 61 above.) Their premonition was justified by the ensuing events. 

R. Nathan probably repeated the dangerous words with a good deal 

of unction, for who would not gladly carry such good news to suffer-

ing Iarae ?\?~;r1,:/JJt~ i·~~ F(i~l }~ '..) ~ /'.'> jtt\) .P..J v'\K ·)J 1' Jt\J--~lr ~KJ J , give 

the secret away, and make evident what the Bath Kol must have pro-

cl1..1.imed. 
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Sabbetai Zevi was .twenty· ~hen this letter was brought to 

J"erusalem in 1646. It could not but have affected him, as it did 

all. Jewry. The ~ohar had. predicted that the redemption would come 

in 1648. (_ ___ J..i\~~I( ~ e11< li>lrfiv\ .l\·K~l'J r~l' 1) ..AJ'e~, Lev. XXVl13. The 

numerical value of ./\K ~ l) is 5408, which is the year 1648. ·zohar, 

___ .)i)r\J '\) .. ).But wthe:t: books had. predicted other dates foithe re-

. demptio.n and nothing had happened in consequence. If th:l s letter 

from the Bnai Moshe had not a:ppeared just at this time perhaps 

nothing out of the way would have occurred now too. Though there ia 

no definite proof,. it seems almost certain that the message of the 

Bath Kol which the Bnai Moshe recei vecl:~ and which Sabbetai Zevi, 

and indeed, all Jewry, believed implic i tJ;y, must hav:e h;een largely 

responafble for the movement which he inaugurated. 

The i-edemption dcld not come in 1648, but Sabbetai Zevi was 

undaunted.. In 1665 he proc laitiled himself the Mes-siab., (the Millen ... 

arians in England set the year 1666 as the date of the Millen!um), 

and announced tha.t after he took the crown from the Sul tan in Cori .. 

stantinople he would go to the Bnai Moshe beyond the Samba ti on, 

and the ten ·~ribes, an ct/bring!! them to Jerusalem. According to his 

prophet, Nathan Benjam.in Levi, Moses was still alive there; when 

he was 3300· years old he had married and. his de.ugh ter, Rebecca, 

who would be thirteen when Sabbetai would arrive, would become the 

:r, ma.te of the Messiah. After the marriage Sabbetai would lead the ten 

·.· tribes baok, riding a lion, and using for a bridle a seven-hea,ded 

snake. In f~ct, a rumo:i:• was spread that Nathan himself had already 

set out to gather Reuben. Gad, and half the tribe of Mt¥Iasseh, 

Who would return first, like their ancestors :ii.n the days of Joshua,, 

Who had been the vanguard of the invasion of Palestine. (L~zer, 

H'd ·l os, PP• 77-78. 

J 
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11
To account for the c.onversion of Sabbetai Zevi to Islam in 

1666 some of his adherents asserted,. that only a phantom had turned 

Mohammedan;, Sabbe:tai himself had returned to heaven, or had gone . .ff.-J.. 
' 

in search of the ten tribes and wou.ld soon re-a:ppear., 11 ( J .R. Green-

s tone, The Messiah Idea in Jewish History, Phila.. 1906, pp. 223 ... 224) 

176. Isaiah xlix:9. 

177. ;.;;-::---"'.'"'1.i11r1 ..A~-).)jl P'~i) }" (I~"'~ "'iii~ ,(10 P'~fare p;,/ P/ 1 G,\) 0AJJ 
_____ ,_G~ 111re, ,cr1<v 1J'"/( ,,..,w1 ____ :--v'l.J)k1 "")1;))1 rip .A-'l tJ~~ ,e~ p/ 1,\J :)1~1 

--J i\li)-±.LrvK~L 0_1Jl 1 
__ "v_~_,)K~_ iiK __ 0K\:>_ P,J_,,)(;f _\L.;../~/,,,_,~_JJ ip.0 I'c fA 'J~ I :r;i/i)~ -r IJ'i,,.e ./(, KJ P' Xr,,J "''""I" Pi /J •r ij (~ HJ) '.1 ~;> 'J ;ih r;) PJ-"k .iJ1!__ / 

.&J_~!-i1Jv 11\)~ p1~/ 1 ') p1CJ!, "'';;)/ IJ1,JR-f 11-.JL1Jk_C vfi0.1' ~/ --,.-----vK{f 

__ L.j_b,.Jl( '..) II,,; c I h{ ~·~I '.J\/fil~)) .9"6 v)I /\ ~'r 1dJ k r l)jt r r;)f)r ;w I ? !10 K 'col 
_lK/i[KJ p• l lox(' ",1 w-€ i r .JiY -;it 1~J•l 1IN1I' ..J/o_• . l~f'f'J( ~.A 'J"J ,{..&_ 
----··-.Pk_ 1

,)_ ..,fl~r .Al< "''~'6r \,/\re-, pif1J1J< P 1 "l.)~J)) p1G;d(,i) -;,->)) /.)) l~i) re/;y\)_ 
-16.~~--£_1_~ i~ P6 PJ\Ki •.Pl) 1 .J\l~ 1 '\Jo ., x J,JuG ~~,) p~ vJ!hGr p i) 1:JG p 1 1~~..) -

____ : __ :~_c_'?,fi..'11)) c P:J~~rcf:KiJ 'r'l' P').rh .,_1J~D :v·~ b ?ir ''d't "',kt\) 

- .. ... :_'1' '0~ f' -:l I(,,, I< ) 'G_ ~ -_:Pt,,,. n') /(__ P•~"J ~- ;£,A_ 'H i>J'hK '1°'" 'l.l_ 

~ - . ! 0 K ''JI( l;y r;' ii le 11' '!" ' 1 'Jh I" (" :J_/0' "'' e J •l_ 

_, 
Carmoly.___. ---{-1_,J_ __ .A.,.etV)d , pp. 19-20..,. 

178.. i)_~Q_ _ _eff _V\~/ -rJi!)pd)_ ~Jfi 1V\r~ .AftK_ Y\'J 'K?I~ .0KJ/)_ "'"Y\k'i) ')-Vd_ 

..J'· ,,5.,__ £,e.) P')o ,]ii) I P' d;i• (:i ~ "'Y KJ ? 17v '~~ ~ e :i A I J last i;age -

or~-- P 10J 9e·o1 1cilo , by Moses Edrei. 

179. ________ J_'-~O-Jr\lk' , Vol. I, Lyck, 1866, p .. 98a. 

lBO. Gen. xlixsl7. 

181. cf. Lazer, Hidos, p. 81. 

182. cf. IJuc::ii.en Wolf, Menasi:.:ieh ben Israel's Mission to Oliver Crom-

Well, Being a reprint of the Pamphlets published by Manasseh ben 

Israel to promote the Ra-adm.issi on of the Jews to England, 1649 .. 

I 

j 

! 
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1656; London, 1901. 

183. ibid, .p. 53. 

184. He translates P'0 "K , as "the Islands of the West," 

i.e., the West Indies, or .America. 

185. ibid, p. 40. 

185a. ibid, p. 25 • 

186. fbid, P• 2?. 

187. ibid, p. 39. 

188. Mana.f;seh :ls ins.istent on this point. He sayas 0And who knowea. 

but tl:w. t shortly the truth of that Prognostick may ap:peare, which 

our Montezinoa learned from the Mohanes ('after we h~ve finished 

a certain business which we have with the wicked Spaniards, we will 

brirbg you out of your bondage, by God's help';· ibid, p. 17); 

annwerable to that which Jacobus Verus, an Astrologer of :Prague, writ 

8if$e1• .the apparition of the Comet in Ann.. 1618. and dedicated. to 

his Highnaase the Prince Pal6ltb1e, where he thus discourseths 1rhe 

Comet going towarS.s the South, doth intimate that the Cities and 

Provinaoa which Goel do th threaten, are those of the Weest Indies, 

which shall revolt from the King of Spaine, who will find that 

loaae greather than he imagilhed ~ not that the Indians rebell 

against him of themselves, but that they are pro·ltroked· to it "being 

stireed up by others...... Thus f .ax the Astrologer. Our ancient 

Rabb is sey, though we doe not beleeve the Astrologers. in all things, 

yet we doe not wholly reJect them, who sometimes tell. truth." ibid• 

p. 28. 

Manasseh states further that "the shortnesae of time (when 

we beleeve our redemption shall ap:peare) is o onfi~!rmed by this, 

that the Lord hath promised that he will gather the two Tribes, Jud-
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ah and Benjamin, ,out of the foure quarters of the World ...... From 

whence you may gather, that for the fulfilling of that, they m 

must be scattered through all the corne:rs of the World; as Daniel 

saith, Dan. 12 .. 7. t And when the scattering of the holy :people shall 

hav.e an end, all these things shall be fulfilled.' And this appeares 

now tto be done, when as our Synagogues are found in Aruerica. 11 

ibid, P• 52. 

More specifically and definiEhely, Manasse.h states, "Yet this 

I can affirm, that it (the fifth monarchy) shall be about the end 

of this age. 11 11 though we cannot exactly shew the time of our re ... 

ctemption, yet we judge it to be ne11.i1.r. 11 ibid, p. 46. 

JPor a description of the conditions in England which made 

for a special interest in Manasseh's t heoriea, see Wolf, Inti·oduction 

to his book;. and A. M. Hyamson, Eqx:txkxi:a:tm:XJ:m::t:x::bl The Lost Tribes. 

and the Influence of the Search fol' them on the Return of the Jews 

to England, in J.Q,.R. •· o.s., XV, pp .. 640•6?6. 

189. "A Declaration to the Common-we~lth of England, by Rabbi 

Manasseh ben Israel, shewing the Motives. of his Coming into Eng .. 

lQ.:md, tt Wolf, P• 79. 

190. ibid, PP• 8lff. 

191. Max Schloessin ger, op. cit .. , p. 109, note 3, 

192. S• M:• :Perlmann, The Histo1-y of the Jews in China, London, 

l913i a community of Jews haa existed in China for a very long time, 

in the cities of Kai-fung-foo, in the province of Ho:nan,. Ning .. po, 

Hong-chen, etc. Kai-fung-foo seems to have had the oldest settlement. 

'.I.bis coznmuni ty, while maintaining its Jewish identity, became thor

oughly integrated into the life of the country, so that we hear of 
~+:i V'Y\e.~be,-<:. 

some of ~ occu]lrring prominent public offices, such as judges, 
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governors, gene1~a1s, etc. Not until quite. recently has this Jew

sih community drifted from Juda.ism, so that to-day b~t a mere ves
once 

tige remains of tmis/large and tenacious group. Perlmann, p. 28ff., 

expresses his op.inion that "the very first Jews who came to China. 
now lost 

were a. part of the exileta of the ten/tribes of Israel • 11 

M. N. Adler, Chinese Jews·, London. 1900, p. 6, says, 11 It is 

no·t impossible that sections of the ;ten tribes of Israel may have 

found their way .to C.:hina, aa we believe they did find their way 

to Cochin China." cf. pp. ?Off.above. 

193. The f olle·\l!'ling quotation, from the hook P1 t\l V\ J}t , written 

'in Adrianople, 1701, and :printed in Veni?e, 170?, taken from 

Edrei. 's Hi.storical Accouri t * p. 152, while thoro.ughly or·thodox, injee'Uir 

a unique note ~nto the di scuasion of the t.en tribes. "We ought 

to make diligent search and enquiry concerning the Ten Trib.es and 

their king,. and to as.certain, if possible,. in what province or 

oity they are to be found, or what part of the world they inhabit. 

And in stating. any particular spot .where traces, of them may be 

met with, it will be necessary to be extremely cautious; and v'!fe 

must be careful to bring proofs of our assertions; and those 

proofs also must be clear and distinct, on account of the great 

disposition to unbelief that so generally prevails. 11 

194. xtxax follows 195. 
193. See Appendix A. ].[. N .Adler, Chinese Jews,· p. 14, tei:}tifie s, 

nr found among the Mas .. in the British Museum a.n elaborate letter 

written in elegant Hebrew by the Haham Isaac, the son of the well

known David Nieto, dated Adar l, 5520-1760, 11 addressed to the Jews 

of China. He, too;i· says that he has been unable to find the answer 

which Moses Edrei mentions. 

194. M. Edrei, An Historical Ace oun t of the Ten .Tri bes, pp. 183• 

191. It is of interest to note that this book, published in 1836, 

.) 
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and containing a translation of the a.uthor 's 

Amsterdam, 1818, with additional material,: contains a list of sub

sc1•ibers (pp .. 2?9-290) of 10.44 namea, only i§. of which (such names 

as Levy, Cohen, Lindo,· Furtado, Da. Costa, Azuelo, Jacobs, etc.) 

seem to be J'ewish. This is a fair indication of Christian interest 

in the lost tribes. 

196. Printed at the end of pe,.rt I of the Prague, 1793, edition 

of' Ferisaol'a 'Pf1 ..;..f;...1J< "")(J<, under the t;Ltle ..Ar€-;;;i"' :('(Ji 

19?. J.J,Benjamin II, Eight Years in Asia and Africa, Hia.nover, 

1859; p. 148, sa.yst "The 01•igin of this tribe (Kaparinz) is un .. 

ae.rtain. I venture to start the notion tria.t it is a remnant of the 

bani shed ten tr:l bes of Israel, which, in the cau.rse of centuries, 

and under the most contrary circumstances, has forgotten its Is

r~elitiah origin .. " As if there weren '·t already too many such notions 

circu1ating ae half'-truthsl But why shouldn't he have his fling too? 

198. ·wessely notes that the exodus occurred in 2448 A.M. The trad ... 

itional date of the exodus, however, is 2540 A.l\1£. But if we follow 

this date, all the dates in the chronicle. are thrown off and be• 

come impossible. I have therefore followed in the text the calculat-

ion specified by Van Dort. 

199. Lazer, Hidoi3; :p. 64, brands this chronicle as a forgery. The 

order of the books mentioned is according to the Christian Bible~ 

the di vision of Samuel,. Kings, ChrorJicles, and Ez.r~, and the chapter 

di visions are late and of ~hristia.n origin, and were not accepted 

by the Jews until the era of printing began; etc. A•H.Godbey, The 

Lost 'Tribes, A Myth, PP• 349ff., states that Yemenite influence 

Prevails among the Jews of Cochin, who are supposed to have origin• 

a.ted with the arrival of a colony o:f' seventy-two families under the 
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leadership· of Joseph Rabban. The arrival of this colony :i:K has 

been assumed by some writers to be the beginning of Jewish settle

ment in Cochin. Fou1" copper plates (which still exist) granting 

various privileges and powers to Joseph Rabban and his descendants 

do not connect him with Yemen;. do not even hint .at the arrival 

of a colony; and deal with ve1•y old established trading points or 

coeporationa, the :principal one being Anjuva.nnam, "The :inve Caates 11 , 

the honers and privileges of which are conferred on Joseph Rabban. 

The date of this grant is aet at either 231, or 378 C.E. A cer-

tain autonomy existed after thi a among the Goqhin Jews; Rabban i 

remained the name of the ruling family, with the title of ra.j or 

malik. In 1524 the Moslems dest1~oyed the Jewish quarter of Crangan• 

ore, and drove the Jews out. Elkan Adler suggests that David 

Reubeni was really a Rabba.ni, see note 125 above. 

Jacob Sapir~ who visited Cochin. reported that David Shem 

Tob Ifalegvi, evidently related to the Joseph Hlagv of the chron .. 

icle, had in his possess.ion a Chronicle of the Jews of Cochin, 

:prepared by David Rachby in about the year,. 1690-. This chronicle 

states that the Jews first ·crune to Malabar after the destruction 

of the seoond temple• arJd 1hat there were later addit!Lo.ns. It makes 
5 

no mention of .!oseph Rabl;an having come to Cochin with yteventy .. 
d. 

tww f;anJ.ilies ,. though it mentions the tab lets inscrillre¢ with the 

privileges accorded to him. ., , ~o /NI< , Vol. II, Mainz,. 1874, 

pp. 60-62. 

200. Cf. David Rachby in note 199; these two are probably of 

the same family. 

201. M. Edreit Historical AccQunt, p. 158. 

202. There is a statement in the r)1))/I I (I~ r (Nahman of :Sr~tslaw) 

ixs2, tha..t there are twel'l!l'e gates of' prayer, one for each tribe. 

"1 

I 



. 140 .. 

The lihassid must go to the Tsaddik when. he offers his prayers, for 

he him~f does not know which tribe he is descended from, and 

therefo1•e he d.oesn 't know the proper gate· for his p:raye1~; only 

through the Tsaddik, who does know the tribal ancestry of each Jew, 

can his prayer hope to :find the pro:@:er gate and thus enter heaven. 

R. Nahman implies here that the ten tribes are not lost, but mixed 

among the Je.ws in the .Diaspora .. The continual reference is to twelve 

gates, twelve tribeD, etc., and not once dd>es he mention two tribes. 

~rhe Jews of Poland ha.ve for a long time had a legend to the 

effect that the members of the ten tribes are 11 red 11 • The origin 

of the legend illf the "Red Jews" is unknown. cf. Lazer, Hidos, 

PP· 79 ... eo. 
203. A.B.Afokover, M:order.w .. i M. l'ifoah, N.Y., 1917, p. 55. 

204. see p. 18 above. 

205. J.Q..R. _ o.s., ·I .. p. 4;8, makes th:Ls sheph13rd out to be a Dan• 

ite. 

206. Sapir, 1 1 ~0 (~K , Vol. I, Lyck, 1866, PP• 93a-95b• Neubauer's 

account in J.~.R., o.s., I, pp. 417ff., is confused. Neubauer 

confuses this Baruch with Baruch Gad, who had similar adventures 

two centuries previous, and runs togethare his account of the letter 

which the earlier Baruch carried from the Bna.i Moshe to Falestine 

and the letter which the :present Baruch carried from Pa.J.estine to 

the Bnai Moshe. Neubauer differs in many details from the account 

in 1 1 O)o /ii:il< ,_ from which his summary is evidently taken. The 

letter whieh Baruch carried to the tribes is printed in Kobez., IV, 

pp •. 52 .. 59 and Carmoly, f(iJ v\~i\J}l , pp .. 21-46., This letter is 

ad.dressed to the ten tribes, the Bnai Moshe, and the Rechabites. It 

is dated Rosh Hodesh Ma.rheshvan, 1831, and is signed 'by R. Israel, 

for the community at large, R. Aryeh, for Jerusalem, R. Hayim 
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David Hakoton, for Tibel•ias, and R. Abraham Dov Ber, for Safed. 

The letter mentions El.dad Ha Dani; the event in Germany during the 

period of the Crusades when a member of the ttri bes saved the J"ew-

ish community of Germany by the use of superi9r \rdtchcraft, see 

p. 18 above; David Reubeni; and f :ina.lly an occurence of' two years 

previous when two meshulachim had met in Yemen a Dani te named 

Issachar, who told them of his tribe, and them disappeared. The 

letter goes on to spec.k of the persecutions of' J~uropean Jewry, and 

the great suffering which it must endure, and asks the king of 

the trfbes to come to the help of his brethren. 

207. lVI. Edrei, Historical Account, pp. 181-182. 

208. Lazer, Hidos, pp. 69~70. 

209. ibid, p. 83. 

210. 

211. ibid, :p. 96a. 

212. Articles of Faith of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lattei' 

Day Saints, Salt Lake City, 191'1, # 10: "We believe in the literal 

gs.thering of rare.el and in the rest or at ion of the Ten •.rrib es; that 

Zion will ·be built upon this (the American) continent;; that Ghrist 

will reign personally upon the earth; and, that the earth will be 

renewed and receive its p~radiaiaoal glory." 

213. A.II.Godbey, The Lost Tribes', ;.,,. Myth, p .. 253. 

138. o/ (;n K , 0 Romulus, a nwthical perso.nage, re:pre.sentati ve 

of wickedness, answering to the ChristltaUll anti•Chi•ist. 11 Jastrow, 

Dictiona1•y of the Ta.rgurnim, the Talmud, etc. The Messiah will ove1• ... 

··· power Armilus before he usheJ~s in ·~he Mess.ifm ic a.gel 

.. - -·, .. ) 

16. Addition: Lazer, Hidos, pp. l5f.f'. discusses a theory of S.J. 

Rappa.port's which connects. the Bnai Moshe, the Kenites, and the 

Rechabites. See also Ginzberg, Lege11da, VI, p. 409. 

i ~ 
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