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INL'RODUCTION 

The Sook of Psalms is often ca lled "the pr a ye rbook 

of the Bibl e . " For hundreds of years people of variou s 

faiths ha ve looked to this collectio~ of ancient Israelite 

hymns for ~uidance i n approaching God . In many i nstances, 

th-:?y -;imply in cor porated the r ccit'l tlon o f the ori~i nal 

psal!lls, eithe r in t he tle l>rcw or in translation, into their 

liturgical prnctlc~~. Other s, howe ver, to thi s day , have 

l ookeu to t h9 llebr.~w Psalms for inspi::-atio:'l :\nd ~uinancs i n 

cnnposin~ their own uniq~a and meaningful liturgies. Thi s 

lattar group i~ faced with th ! cnal lsn~e of analyzin1 th s 

fo rms und theol ogi ca l concepts inherent in the lleb r c w P.3alms 

in order to compose contempor ary prayer forms based upon, o r 

at l sast influe nced by the Bi blica l model. 

A seri ous qu2st l on con front i ng a person e ngaged i n 

the a nalytic e nterprise l s whether tile Psalms were compo~ed 

as spon t11 nsous outpouriags nf i.lle hs art, or r ather W3r::? s~ruc

tu r ed in con forml ty wi ~11 predeterml ned, pr3scr lbed f ot·mulaic 

pat t e rn s. 

The 1on l of this thssis is to demonstrate that i~ th~ 

cas~s of pctitlona ry a nd thanksgiving Psalms , the a ncient 

Israelite psa l mo1ists cons ist e ntly e mploye d the same struc

tural a nd poetic clem~nt s. Sp3cifi cal ly, the au~hor wl ll 

attempt to neMonstrate t he axistence of, and a nalyze one 

i 
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structural slem,~nt in particular, namely , "the vow to pub-· 

licize God ' s narae." 

Such ::i vow ct?pears in many of t he petitionary Psalr.is 

f o und in the 'salm~tcr and it is also contented in this 

th3sis tha t many of tha thanksgiving Psalms a r e the ful-

fi llms nts of those vows to publicly acclaim the Deity. 

Chapte rs I nnd II conta in various petitionary and 

tha nksgivi ng psalms a na lyzed into their unique structur al 

e l 9ments . In the casa of the Petitionary Psalms, listed in 

: hapter I, the followin~ structura l e l ements a re presont: 

a) invoc:i ti o n 

b) complaint 

c) supplication for God to heed :he 

psalmist 's cry for h3lp 

d) pru~se 

e) a v~w nf publicity. 

The supplication u nd the v ow n r e considered to be two 

parts of the same formul;1. 9oth are indispe nsable elemen ts 

to tha ov3rall vow f o rmula which is understood t o have the 

following morlning, "Hear my µraysr, 0 Lord (supp licat i o n) 

And I will blass Your name " ( vow) . 

The secClnd element (the vow) is contingent upon :he 

De ity' s responsP. to the first. If God does n ot he 3d the cry 

f or help, the supp l icant wi ll not be ab l e to carry o ut his 

vnw. 

This vow is highly stylizud u nd its occurrences have 
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been a nalyze d a nd grouped accordingly in part II of Chapter I . 

In the va st ma jority of examples of vows cited, there is an 

imperfec t v9 rb o f public ity accompanying t he Divine name or 

Divine quality. 

In Chapter II, tha structural eleme nts demonstra ted in 

the thanksg iving psa lms are : 

a ) Description of complaint a nd r edemption 

- i nc lude d in this description are the 

words "I cried out to God. " 

b) ?raise of God. 

c) Acknowledgement on the part of the 

psa lmist that the vraisc whi c h he will soon give God 

is due God because God responded to h i s call f or he lp. 

The descriptive e l emen t ' 1 1 c ried o ut'' a nd the acknow-

l~cg3m2n t are analyz~ d ~ nd g r oupect in part ! I of Ch ap t e r II . 

The cal l for help in t h a tha nksgiving psalms is almost iden

tical wi th it s counterpar t in the p.1ti tionary psalrtts, except 

tho fo rMe r is in t ha perfect tcnsa . The acknowledgement J s 

frzquently ide ntical t o tbe vow found in the petitio11ary 

psalms even with rega r d to tense. 

A second goal of this thesis i s to a nalyze similar 

Akkadian psa lms anrt compare their structura l and poetica: 

e lements with tha I s r aa llte psa lms clt 9d a nd a nalyzed in 

Cha pte r s I And II. 

Ths o ri ginal intent of this thesis was to compare 

petit i o na ry Akkadian with Israelite psalms a nd Akka dia n 
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thanksgivi ng psalms with Israelite thanksgiving psalms. 

However, a n exhaust i ve search thro~gh major collections of 

Akkadian poet r y producad only sufficient exampl es of simi l ar 

petitionary psalms . 

The Akkadian petitionary Psalms in form and structure, 

are strikingly similar to the Israelite Psalms. Except for 

the theological dissimilarities, the Akkadian and Israelite 

petitlonary Psalms could , at a c ursory glance, app2ar to have 

grown out of the same cultural milieu. 

Thus, the absence of examples of Akkndian thanksgiving 

Psalms to paral l el Israelite thanksgiving Psalms was puzzlihg. 

The thanksgi ving Psalm in the Hebrew serves the important 

function o f the fulfilling of the vow. The Habrew psalmist 

freque ntl y g ives a graphic descripti o n of the distressful 

situation from which tho De l ty rescued him. lie than goes ol\ 

to praise God, explaining tha t if God had ~ot rescued him , 

h2 would no t have been able to praise film. 

The Akkadian Psalms, to be sure, ara replete with 

praise for the various dci ties . However, the uuthor c nuld 

not find sufficiently clear actual parallels to the Hebrew 

thnnksgiving Psalms in the major collections of ~kkadian 

Psalms. Conspicuously absent from the Akkadian songs of 

praise were references to distressful situations from which 

a deity had rescued the psalmist. It would be unlikely that 

R Babylonian would be any less grateful to his deity for a n 
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act of r e demption than his I sraelite cousin. Since the 

structural and poetic forms of the psalmodies are so strik

ingly similar, the absence of Akkadian thanksgiving Psalms 

must be due to either of two explanations: either the 

accident o f discovery or a theological principle in Akkadian 

religion that would not allow the development of a tha nks

givi ng Psalm similar to the Israelite genre. 

The first explanation , the accident of discovery, 

would argue in favor of the existence of Akkadia11 thanksgiving 

Ps~ lms simi l a r to the Israelite mod~ l . The pr obabi lity of 

thei r exis t ence is stre ngthened by the existence of the 

Akkadia n petitionary Psalm which closely para lle l s the Israel

ite forms. Their absence from our extant collections can be 

attributed to only two reasons: they did in fact exist at 

o ne time a nd have since been destroyed , or they simply have 

not yet been discovered. 

The second expla nation poi nts t o a theo l ogical rea son 

f o r the abse nce of this genre of Psalm in Akkadian poetry. 

The Babyloni a ns ma y have had u stronge r ~elief in the a ffi

cacy o f incantations than the Israe lites. While aspect s oi 

human manipulntio n o f divine beings is present in both re-

ligions , it may hnve been sufficiently strong in Mesopotamin 

to det e r a Babyloninn psalmist from totally recalling a 

woe ful t a le for f 3ar o f c ausing a r eoccurrence o f that event. 



CHAPTER 1 

PETITONARY PSALMS 

Structural Elements 

Petitionary psalms contai n ing u vow to publicize 

God ' s nume usual ly cnnt11in the following s truc tura l e l ements : 

A. Invocation of the Dei ty. 

B. Petition and sometimes a complaint describing 

the n ature of the petitioner's p light. 

C. Supplication for t he Otity to he<'d the petitioner's 

plea for help . 

D. Vow to publicize t he Deity's n r.rnr;> . Ills qunlities, 

or the faithfulness lie sh0ws le Il ls servant s. 

E. Praise expressi ng 01 confidC'nce in the D~ l ty' s 

responsi Ve ness to the ca l 1 of ll is faith 1u1 r :~cs. 

The psa l mist thanks God in udvance !'ri r h c vi :1g res

cued him, as if co ctcnionstrnte h ow IH' will ft! 1 ~·iu 

hi s vow o r publ.icl ty when i1r is no lc.ng" r i n danger. 

Not all pe ti ti o n11ry psn l ms con tHin nl 1 s t ruc turnl 

clements. Only psalms l~, 28, 31, 54, 61, 66, 71 , 112 and 

143 cm.~ .tin H supplic;ilion. Only th0se psalms cc~ nt·~ i !' ii1g a 

suppl icn tinn have bC'cn t o t.illy trunsla ted. Only the vow e le

ment of each of the remaining psalms t7, 9, 22 , 26, 35, 43, 

51, 5n, 57, 59, 76. 9<>, lOfi) hns been trnnc;lated. 

All p salms h;we br. c n bro ken do wn in to their structural 

elements . There is no st~ndard order of uppcarance of the 

structural elements . For example, Psalms 28 , 31 a nd 61 begin 

with a supplica lion in contrast t.o Psu l m 1 3 which begins with 

l 
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a complaint a nd Psalm 59, wh ich begi ns with a petition. 

The r e a r e instances of the s ame element appea ring more tha n 

o nce i n n psa l m (i . e., Psalm 25 Petition vs 3-5, vs 9.) Cri

tical no tes follow each trans l a tion . 



PS. 13. 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

3 

Corr.plaint 

!low l ong, 0 Lord? Will You forget me for ever? How 

long will You hide Your face from me? 

!low long shall I take counsel with my soul? 

lla ving sorrow in my heart a ll day 

How l ong will my enemies b <'l exalted ewer me? 
SuNplication 
Be old a nd a nswer me. 0 Lord, my God, 

Lighten my e yes l est I s l eep in death. 

Lest my enemy says, "I h<. ve p r evai 1 ed ~· 

Lest my a dversa ries rejoice when I a m shaken. 

Vow 

But I have trust~d i n Your stendfnst love 

My heart shall rejoice in Your deliverance 

I shnl 1 si ng to the !.ord 

Because lie has been boun t iful to me. 



PS . l:J. 

vs. 2 

vs. 4 

vs. 6 

vs. 2 

4 

Critical Notes 

Ex7:23. 

.A I 3 r ../\ e IC - I take counsel in my sou l . 

->.~JS f ~ I~( .A8 1C[1 

' esoth is used here follows from the parallel phrase 

yagon: cf . I Chron. 12:19 _ 

where"::>ercsa "means "being wary." 

Ad ana Ashl th ls t o be construed also wi th yagon bilbabi, 

as ls shown by the fnct t hat the next sentence a gai n 

begins with ana. 

This b~lng the case, it is obvious that yomnn cannot 

be un original r~ndlng but was added l ater by someon~ 

whn foiled to recognize the sentence ~tructu re. 

l '.Ai.:>\ - 1 have prevailed ove r him 

Gn32:26-18. I I /-;, \ #(.I ' :> , , ) ' I 

C INlc ·· I <.r1 ~haken 

Ps. 60:4 

• (y (N~ - llE' h.t!:) been boun tl f ul to me. 

Psl03:10, IJ ' [J '"" IJ'.A.Jl "'f") tc[/ 

Psll6: 7 '::>'S1 '"'"' II ' ) 

probably ;) S ' I I n 1 so . 
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PS. 13 

Observa tlons 

Th e o pening section oi thi s psalm (vss. 2-3) which 

along with vss. 40-5 constitu te a complaint form, con tain a 

number of rhetorical questions. Through questions, the 

psalmist describes his misfortunate situation. In vs. 4, 

he ask s God t o hear his prayer. The vav in ' .Jlct seems to 

be a n e xpressi o n of wha t the psalmist is vowing t o do if 

Lndr?ed God does hear hi s plea for help. The word ~on 

indicates tha t he has complete faith that God will fulfill 

Ills "legal obligation" t o rescue the petitioner from distress. 

And wh en God does this, "I will sing u n to the Lord." The 

wo rd · ~ which foll ows, seems to be a conditio na l perhaps, 

e ven a l ega l t e rm such a s: 1 Of\ • Th e psalmist e x p l ains 

that he wi ll si ng un to God, p r esumably in public. "llccause 

lie rescued me." Just as Gl.'d will uphold His side o f the 

agreement, so too will the psalmist uphold his by publicizing 

God's name. 



PS. 28 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

6 

Supplication 

To you, O Lo rd, I call, 

My r ock do not be deaf to me 

Lest, if You be silent to me 

Then I shall be like them who 

descend into the pit. 

Hear the sound of my supplication, my 

cry to You. 

As I lift up my ha nds to Your holy 

sanctuary. 

Pe ti ti on 

Do not re~ove me along wi th the wicked, 

with those who a r e worker s of e vil, 

Wh o speak peacably with their neighbours 

While harbor i ng evi l in the i r hearts. 

Requite them according to deeds 

a nd according to the ev i l of their 

e ndeavors 

Render them the avi l o f t heir deeds. 

Be cause the y do no t heed the works 

of the Lord, 

Nor the work~ o f His hands. 

He will break them down a nd not 

build them up again. 

Praise 

Blass0d is the Lord 

Who heard the sound of my supplications 

The Lord i s my strength and my shield. 



vs. 7 
cont'd 

vs. 8 

Part II 

vs . 9 

-
7 

In Him my heart has trusted 

and I have been helped, 

and my heart exults. 

Vow 

And with my song I will give thanks 

to Him. 

Praise Continued 

The Lord is the strength of His 

people, 

He is the strength of deliverance for 

His a noints d one . 

Petition Continued 

Save Your peopls 

And bless Your inheritance 

Shepherd a nd carry them forever. 



PS. 28 

vs. 1 

vs. 4 

8 

Critica l Notes 

Is. 62:1. 

Lam . 1: 22. 

- if you be silent 

~erH: icr p·3 J..,N( 

- endeavors 
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PS. 28 

Observations 

The petition/complaint section of this psalm 

includes within it t he psalmist's plea for God t o hea r 

him. In vs. 5, the psalmist c l a ims mo r a l superiority on 

the basis tha t the wi cke d, in contrast to him, do not 

acknowledga God's greatness. He , o n the other hand, 

praises God . In vss . 6-7, and then a gain in vss. 8- 9, he 

demonstrat es the type of pra ise he gives to God. In 

vs. 7c , he demonstrates conf idence tha t God will heed 

his plea (vs. 2) by vowing, " .. . with my song I wi 11 prai se 

Him." The vav in J/~·1 s hould be understood in the 

conditiona l sense; i.e. if God does "x", I will do "y". 
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PS. 31 

Invocation 

vs. l In You, 0 Lord, I have talcen refuge, 

Let me never be put to shame, 

In You r righteousness, deliver me: 

vs. 2 
Suptlication 
In~lne Your ear to me 

Rsscue me speedily! 

Be a rock of refuge for ms, 

A strong fortress to save me! 

Yea, You are my rock and my fortress; 

For Your name 's sake lead and guide me. 

Petition 

vs. 4 Pluck me out of the net which they 

have hidden for me, 

for You are my stronghold . 

vs. 5 Into Your hands J put my life ; 

Rescue me, O Lord, steadf~st God . 

vs. 6 I hate those who worship worthless idols, 

But I put my trust in the Lord. 

Vow 

vs. 7 I will be glad and rejoice in Your steadfast 

love, 

Praise 

Because You ha ve seen my affliction, 

You have taken heed of my adversaries, 

vs . 8 And You have not delivered me into the 

hand of the enemy 

You have set my foot on a broad place. 



PS. 31 

vs. 9 

vs. 10 

vs . 11 

vs. 12 

vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs. 15 

vs . 16 

11 

Complaint 

Be gracious to me, 0 Lord , for I am in 

distress. 

My eye ls wasted from grief . 

Also my throat and my belly: 

My lite ls spent in sorrow 

and my years with sighing; 

My strength falls because of my misery, 

and my bones waste away. 

I a m the scorn ot all my adversaries, 

a horror to my neighbours , 

a n object o f dread to my acquai nta nces ; 

those wbo see me in the s treet 

flee from me . 

I have been forgotten as one who ls dead. 

I a m like a broke n vessel. 

For I have heard t he whis~ring o f many-

terror on e very side!--

While they conspire a gai ns t me 

As they plot to take my life. 

Petition 

But I t rust in You , 0 Lord; 

I say "you are my God ." 

My timas a r e i n Your hand; 

De liver me from the ha nd o f my enemies 

and my pursuers: 

Let Your f ace shine on Your se rva nt, 

save me in Your s teadfast love! 



PS 31 

vs. 17 

vs. 18 

vs. 19 

vs. 20 

vs. 21 

vs. 22 

vs. 23 

vs . 24 

12 

0 Lord, l et me not be ashamed, 

for I have cal led on You. 

Let the wicked go dumbfounded to sheol 

Let the lying lips be dumb, 

Which speak arrogant ly against the righteous 

With pride a nd contempt. 

Praise 

0 how plentiful ls Your goodness, that 

You have stored up for them that 

fear You, 

Which You have done for those who 

take refuge in You, in the sight of 

men (human! ty ) . 

You will hide them l n the cover of 

Your presence from the plots of men; 

You shelter tham from contentious speech. 

Blesseu be the Lord 

Who has wondrously shown His steadfast lova 

for me whe n I was ln a besieged cltv. 

I ha d said in haste 

"I am cut off from Your sight." 

Nevertheless, You heard the sound of my 

supplications when I cried to You. 

Love the Lord all you faithful ones 

The Lo1·d preserves the steadfast . 

And more than requites those who act haughtily. 

Be strong, and let your hearts take courage . 

All you who wait for the Lord. 



PS. 31 

vs. 6 

vs . 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 13 

vs. 20 

13 

Critical Not ss 

Is. 30:7. 

- worthless idols 

n~1· r"'' r~;, f'13"' 

1~01'\ ~ 

1et 

1ee1 
e. a J 

'J{, ~ 

P 1 ,:n A.l~ 

- steadfast love - covenant 

- conditional word 

- wasted - Ps. 6 :8 

- throat 

- belly 

- whispering of many 

Jer. 20:10 P'~' ~~:t 'AlNt ") 

?'J;> ).).0) - in the cover of Your 

pr3senca. Perhaps 

i.e . Ps . 61 : 5 ;)O() IC 
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PS . 31 

Observations 

In the vow of publici t y in v s . 8 J s the condi 

tional phrase ·~i 1tlC which is t r a ns l atad thusly, 

"because You have seen." Howove r, this phrase along 

wi th the condi tional phrase f ound i n the sample praise 

" '.J\TrJe /-:>tr" "Nevertheless You heard," s hould be 

r e ndered in the future perfect, "be cause You wi ll have 

seen, " a nd " neverthe l gss You will have heard." 



PS. 54 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs . 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

15 

Invoca tion 

0 God, save me by Your name, 

a nd vindicate me by Your might . 

Supplication 

Hear my pra yer , 0 God; 

Hearken to the words of my mouth . 

':omplaint 

For strangers have risen up against me, 

a nd viols nt nien seek my life ; 

they do no t set God be fore them. 

Selah 

Pe ti ti on 

Behold, God is my he lp; 

t he Lord is the upholder of my life. 

He will requite the evil of those who lie i n 

wait for 111e • 

In Your steadfastness You will a nnihila t e them. 

Vow 

I will sacrifice a free-will offering to You; 

I will give thanks to Your name , 0 Lord, fo r it i s good. 

Praise 

For You have delive red me out o f a ll trouble , 

And my eye has l ooke d in triumph on my enemies. 



PS . 54 

vs. 1 

vs. 3 

vs. 5 

vs. !• 

16 

Critical Note s 

~ I" e ) - with Your na me 

This expression indicates the psalmist's belle f 

in the power of the divine name. 

, •1 j - strangers 

Another rea ding ls insolent . A case f or this 

r eading can be made as this word ls found in 

parallel with the word 

p 131),, - violent, evil. 

Ia. 29:20 ff O>/JI f•"\Y & 'ac •) 

Ps . 37:35 f •1y l't) •Alt"\ 

•)'\ Q ( - those who lie l n wait. Those who 

l ook to do me harm. 

Ps. 92:12 • 11 e ..l 
'..J' -r '""' 

Ps. 59: 11 
I")) t ) •.J IC ., I p , i) l 1c 

These ve r ses s h<.'W i r ony. The psalmist watches the 

de mi se o f those who wat ched out to do h im harm. 

? ..AN le~ - in Your steadfastness. 

Jos. 2 : 12 
· 1 PA.A.JI ~on ·~• "''~ l'-r ... 

A"IC Allr 

Is. 10: 20 ..Alllr.\ flC"tit.' t.IH .:>11>' (y / 11 t .Jf 

These verses link .Allt with ~01\ a nd the r efo1·e would 

favor a mea~ing indicating a cove nantal sense rat-

her tha n the common rendering of "truth." 

P-"'"' 3-'> - annihilate . 

Ps . 73:27 

Ps. 69:5 



PS. 61 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs . 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

vs. 8 

17 

Invocation - Supplication 

Hear my cry, 0 God; 

Listen to my prayer. 

From the edge of the earth I call out to You 

with a faint heart 

Lead me to a rock that ls higher than I; 

Praise ---
For You have been a refuge for me, 

A tower of strength in the face of the e nemy . 

I will dwell in Your tent forever 

I will take refuge in the cover 

of Your wings Selah 

For You, 0 God, have heard my vows; 

You have given a heritage to those that 

fear Your name. 

Petition 

Prolong the life of the king 

May his years endure for generations. 

May he be enthroned forever before God, 

Ma y he be preserved in steadfastness and 

surity. 

Vow 

So I will sing praises about Your name forever 

As I fulfill my vows day after day. 



PS. 61 

vs . 2 

vs. 5 

vs. 8 

19 

Critical Notes 

Je 57:16. 

')~.)/ A-SNt 

I => 

'')~J •tJiti 

- with a faint heart 

ftGf• •Ja(11 f\11 •:> 

- You have heard my vows 

- conditional word 

- and fulfill my vows 



PS. 69 

vs. l 

vs. l a 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs . 7 

vs. 8 

Invocation -------
Save me, O God; 

Compla int 

19 

For the waters have come up to my rocks. 

I sink in the deep mire, 

where there i s no foothold; 

I have come into deep waters , 

And the flood sweeps over me. 

I a m wea ry with my crying; 

my throat is parched. 

My eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

They that hate me without cause are more 

nume r ous tha n the hairs on my he ad . 

Mi~htv are those who would destroy me, 

My deceitful e nemies. 

That which I did no t steal, must I t hen restore? 

0 God, You know my about my si ns 

My wrongdoings are not hidden from you 

Petition 

Let not them that h0pe i n You be 

ashamed through me, 0 Lord, God of host s . 

Let not those that sea k You be disgraced 

on my account, 0 God of Israel. 

Because on Your behalf I ha ve borne repr oach. 

Sha me has cover ed my f ace. 

I have become a stranger to my brothers 

And an a lie n to my mothe r' s sons . 



PS. 69 

vs. 9 

vs. 10 

vs . 11 

vs. 12 

vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs . lf 

vs. 16 

vs. 17 

20 

For zeal for Your house has consumed me. 

The insults of those who insult You have 

befallen me. 

I made myself mourn with fasting 

And that became a reproach to me 

When I made sackcloth my garment 

They made a parable about me . 

They who slt at the gate talk about 

and drunkards make songs about me. 

Petition 

As for me, my prayer ls to You, 0 Lord, 

At an acceptable time, 0 God. 

In the abundance of Your steadfast love: 

Answer me in the surety of Your deliverance. 

Rescue me from s~nking ln the mire 

let me be dellve1 ~d from my enemies 

and from the deep waters. 

Do not let the flood sweep over me, 

or the deep swallow me up, 

or the pit close lt~ mouth over me. 
Suppllca ti on 
Answer me, 0 Lord, according to Your great 

steadfastness, 

according to Your mercy turn to me. 

Do not hide Your face from Your 

servant, for I am in distress, 

answer me quickly. 



PS. 69 

vs. 18 

vs. 19 

vs. 20 

vs. 21 

vs. 22 

vs. 23 

vs. 24 

vs . 25 

vs. 26 

vs. 27 

21 

Come near to me a nd redeem me; 

free f r om my enemies. 

You know my reproach, 

and my shame and my dishonor 

You know a l l my torme ntors . 

Humiliation has broken my heart 

and I am in despair, 

I look for consolation, but there was 

no ne; 

for comforte r s, but I found none. 

They put alkali in my food, and 

for my thirst they gave me vinegar. 

Let their table become a snare before tham, 

their sacrificial offerin~s be a trap. 

Let their eyes become dim, so that 

they cannot see; 

and their loins falter continually . 

Pour out Your wrath on them; 

may Your blR zl nil an2Ar overtake them. 

May their camp be a desolation 

May no one dwell in their tents. 

For they persecute him that You have smitten. 

And they talk about the pain of the one You 

have felled. 

Add to their guilt and let them 

have no share in Your beneficence. 



PS. 69 

vs. 28 

vs. 29 

vs. 30 

vs. 31 

vs. 32 

vs. 33 

vs. 34 

vs. 35 

vs. 36 

22 

Let them be blotted out ot the 

book ot life 

May they not be inscribed a mong the 

righteous. 

But by Your saving power, 0 God, lift me 

high above my pain and my distress . 

Vow 

I will praise tnc name of God 

with a song; 

I will praise the name of God with 

thanksgiving. 

This will please the Lord than 

an ox 

or a bullock with horns and hooves. 

Praise 

Let the opprsssed seA it and be glad 

You who seek God, let your hearts 

r e vive. 

For the Lord hears the needy, 

and does not despise His own 

that are in bonds. 

Le t heaven and earth praise Him, 

the sea and everything that moves therein. 

For God will save Zion 

and build the cities of Judah. 

And they 3hall dwell there and possess it 

And the children of His servant 

shall inherit it 



PS. 69 

vs. 36 
cont 'd 

23 

and those who love His name shall dwell in it. 



PS. 69 

vs . 2 

vs. 2b 

vs. 3 

vs . 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 21 

vs. 22 

vs . 25 

vs. 31 

24 

Critical Notes 

'.)\ 1 ~ (, - I sink 

J e r. 38:22 

Ps. 40: 3 

Jon. 2:4 

- in dee p mire 

I'' t> (•Ct1 Jttel. ) I ;a N 

~)[;a )fl)" 'J)'ft;\f 
p .,, ' 

'J..\~Ct A/,lf,t - the flood sweeps o ve r me. 

Jer. 47 : 2 f GI i If>J I I 'i> I 

'JI)~ ") n J - my throat is parched 

Ps. 102:4 l)n.J ij'IH~ '..\l/l)tJ 

'.A 1 N),., - those who would destroy me . 

Ps. 54 :7 

\:t f'~.J r.I - a r e no t hidden 

Hos. 5:3 

'-"'I'~~ tJA'\ - tho y pu t gall in my food 

Mal. 3:2 r" 'O ~:> tJ .A''\~ )I - a lka line soap. 

e ttell' p•!lilefl - their sacrificial offerings 

be a trap. 

')rU.J f>..)'C 'M - May their camp be a desolation. 

Nu. 31:10 IZ.t~ naQ. PA1( $") Ak1 

word pl ay 

' song'(shir) - ' ox ' (shar) 



PS. 71 

vs. l 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

vs. 8 

vs. 9 

25 

Invocation - Supplication 

In You, 0 Lord, I have taken refuge; 

Let me never be ashamed! 

In Your fidelity deliver me and rescue 

me; 

Incline Your ear to me, a nd save me!: 

Be to me a rock of refuge, 

You declared that You would come at a ny 

time in order to save me, 

For You are my rock and fortress. 

Petition 

My God, rescu~ me from the hand of the 

wicked 

From the grasp of the unri~hteous and 

ruthless men, 

For You are my hope 

0 Lord, God, my trust since my youth. 

From birth I have leaned on You. 

You are the one who took me out of 

my mother's womb. 

My praises of You are conti nual . 

I have been as a sJ~n to many 

but You are my refuge of strength . 

Ny mouth is filled with Your praises, 

and with Your glory a ll day. 

Do not cast me out in the time of my o ld age 

When my s trength fai ls , do not forsake me. 



PS. 71 

vs. 10 

vs. 11 

vs. 12 

vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs. 1 5 

vs . 16. 

vs. 17 

vs. 18 

26 

Because my e nemies speak concerning me, 

And those who want my life conspire to~ether 

Saying , "God has forsaken him, 

Pursue and seize him, for there ls no r escuer." 

0 God, be not far from me, 

0 my God, make haste t o help me . 

May thev who seek mv life be ashamed 

a nd consume:!, 

Ma y the y who seek my demise be clothed in reproach 

a nd disgrace . 

Vow - Pra ise 

9ut as for me I will a lwa ys hone 

And add to al l my praises of You . 

My mo uth will reca ll Your fidelity 

And of Your deed o f deliverance all 

da y l o ng 

For their nu~ber is past my knvwledge 

t will come with tales o f Your mi~hty acts, 

0 Lord God , 

I will mention Your fido lity--which is 

Yours a l one. 

O God, from my youth You have 

taught me, 

a nd I shall procl aim Your 

wondrous deeds. 

Even in o ld age and gre y hair 

O God, do not forsake me. 



PS. 71 

vs. 18 
cont'd 

vs . 19 

vs. 20 

vs. 21 

vs. 22 

vs. 23 

vs. 24 

27 

Until I have proclaimed Your strength 

to the next generation 

Your might to al l who are to come . 

Praise 

Your fidelity, 0 God, reaches into the 

heavens. 

You who has dona great things, 

0 God, who is like unto You? 

You have ma de me see great tribulations 

and wrong, will revive me. 

And will bring me up from the 

depths of the earth. 

You will increase my greatness 

You will turn and comfort me. 

Vow 

I will also give t~anks unto 

You with a lyre about Your fealty 

I will sing pra isas to You o n a 

lyra, O Holy One of Israel. 

My llps shall rejoice whe n I 

sing praises to You 

My whole being which You have rescued . 

Also my tongue shall tell of 

Your faithfulness al l day long; 

For they who seek my destruction 

have be~n shamej. 

J 
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vs . 4 

vs. 7 

vs . 11 

vs. 13 

vs . 14 

28 

Critical Notes 

- unrighteous 

- ruthless 

Lev. " ~ '"" ' /C. Cf\.J\ ·) e;u 5:21. 

17 -i'"" P P.. i.. ( a e, N 1i 1,. Isa . 1 : . , 

'..A " D "'~J "':> - I have been as a sign 

J.Dtet>.A\ - " seize h im!" 

Hab. 2:19 f o) I ;J.J)J fl I ".;'\ I< 1 l> J)J I} 

· e e>J 1.JC e - thay who seek my li fe 

I s. 29 : 4 iHll"I ("" I ( t. I l .J ' ifb \ J<{J 

'Jtl - But as for me 



PS . 86 

vs. l 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs . 5 

vs. G 

vs. 7 

vs. 8 

vs. 9 

vs. 10 

29 

Supplication 

Inc line Your ear, 0 Lord and 

answer me; 

for I am poor and needv. 

Pet ition 

Preserve my life for I am faithful; 

Save Your servant who trusts in You . 

You are my God; be gracious to me , 0 Lord . 

For I cry out t o You a ll da y long. 

Gla dde n the life of Your servant 

for I lift up my soul to You. 

Because You, my Lord, a r e good a nd forgiving 

a nd abounding in steadfastness to all those 

who ca ll upon You. 

Supplication 

Heed , 0 Lord, my prayer 

hea rke n to the sound of my supplication. 

Praise of Confi dence 

In the day o f my trouble I call on You 

For You will a nswe r me. 

There is none like You among the gods, 

my Lord , nor are there a ny work like Your s 

All the nations which You have made 

Will come and prostrate themse lves before 

You, my Lord, a nd honor to Your name. 

For You a r e great and perform wonde r ous acts 

You a l one are God . 



PS. 86 

vs. 11 

vs. 12 

vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs. 15 

vs. 16 

vs. 17 

'30 

Teach me, 0 Lord, Your wa y , a nd I 

s hall wa lk in Your s t eadfastness , 

Unite my heart t o fsar Your na me. 

Vow 

I will give t hanks, 0 Lord, my God , 

with a ll my heart 

a nd I will give ho nor to Your na me 

forever: 

For great is Yuur fai thfulnass to me 

And You ha ve delive r e d my ll fe from 

t he depths of s heol. 

CornEl aint - Pe ti ti on 

God, tnso l~nt o nes have ri sen up against me . 

A band of violent men sse k my life; 

And have not set You befo r e them : 

But You, my Lord, a r e a me r ci ful a nd 

gracious God , s l ow to anger a nd abound 

i n steadfastness, iuve a nd f a ithfulness . 

Turn to me and b~ gracious to ms. 

Give Your strength t o Your serva nt, 

And save the Yo ur cove na nted o ne. 

Ma ke a si gn o f Yo ur favor a nd my behalf 

that my e nemies will see a nd be d isgraced 

Because You, 0 Lord, has helped me and 

comforted me. 



PS. 86 

vs. 5 

vs. 11 

vs. 13 

vs. l S 

Cri.tical Notes 

')Of\ ;\" 
?'" .... P t-;,' 

·~f ~/)' 

broken heart" 

31 

- the psalmist reminds God of His 
special responsibility to His servant. 

- unite my heart - i.e. "heal "'Y 

- conditional - covenantal 

- "Your covsnanted one." 

Reminder to God that the psalmist 

has a special relationship with Him. 

/" here does not mean 'son'. Instead it 

indicates the status of ~n individual. 

Jb. 38:7 



PS. 142 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs . 3 

vs . 4 

vs. 5 

vs . 6 

vs. 7 

7a 

32 

Invoca tion 

I cry out with my voice to the Lord , 

With my voice I make supplication to the Lord. 

I pour out before Him my complaint 

Before Him declare my trouble ; 

My spirit within me ls f aint 

But You know my path 

I the path I wa l k 

They have hidden a sna re for me. 

Petl tlon 

Look to my right hand a nd see 

I have no friend. 

No refuge remalnds f or me. 

There is no one who cares about me . 

I have cr l ed t o You 0 Lord 

I have said You a r e my r efuge 

My portion in the land of the l ivi ng. 

Supplica tlon 

Heed my c ry 

for I am very low; 

Rescue me from my pursuers 

For they a r e stronger than I. 

Bring me out of prison , 

Vow 

So that I ma y give tha nks t o 

Your name . 



PS. 142 

7b 

33 

Praise 

The righteous will ~urround me 

for Yo u will dea l bountifully 

with me. 



PS. 142 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 4 

vs. 6 

vs. 7b 

Critical Notes 

Ps. 119:35 -

O 1.J tJ 

34 

- my path 

? 'AlltJ ~ 1 A.l~ 1J:>•')~ 1) 

- refuge 

Jer. 25:35 - ~)f~~ I" Ot.J" 1 ~ICf 

't..U e, I) i / •t - no one cares about me. 

I.Ch.10:14 - /4>_/1 1 ,J•I '' ~ ~)~ left 

'l<N ';\Ill ':> - for I am very low. 

Ps. 116:6 -

- The righteous will 

surround me. 

Jb . 36 : 2 - l ' " JC , ) • 11 ~ • r ) ~ ,, 



35 

PS. 143 

Supplication vss. 1-2 

Complaint vss. 3-4 

Praise vss. 5-6 

Petition vss. 7-12 

O Lord, hear my prayer, give ear to my supplication. 



PS. 109 

Complaint vss. 1-5 

Petition vss. 6-29 

Praise 

Vow 

vs. 13 

36 

I will give great thanks to the Lord with my mouth; 

I will praise Him among the multitude. 



PS . 90 

Pra ise vss. 1-6 

Compl aint vss. 6-12 

Petitlon vss. 13-17 

Vow vs. 14a 

37 

vs. 14 That we ma y rejoice a nd be glad a ll our days. 

J 



PS. 43 

Pe tition 

Vow 

vs. 4 

38 

vss. 1-3 

vs. 4 

Then I will go to the altar of God, 

to God my exceeding joy; 

and I will praise You with the lyre, 

0 God, my God. 
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PS. 51 

Petition vss. 1-16 

Praise vss. 17- 21 

Vow vs. 17a 

Then my tongue shall rejoice in Your faithfulness. 

j 
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PS. 56 

Complaint vss. 1-2, 5-7 

Praise 

Vow 

vss. 3-4, 8 -11 , 13 

vs. 12 

Your vows are upon me, 0 God; 

I will render thank-offerings to You. 
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PS. 57 

Petition vss . 1-4 

Complaint vss. 5-9 

Praise vss. 11-12 

Vow vs. 10 

I will give thanks to You, 0 Lord, a mong the peoples; 

I will sing, yea I will sing praises to You a mong the nations. 



PS . 59 

Petition vss. 2-3, 11-17 

Complaint vss. 4-8 

42 

Pr al se 

Vow 

vss.9-10, 17b, 17c, 18a 

vss . 1 7, l 7a, 18 

But as for me, I will sing of Your strength; 

Yea, I will sing aloud of Your marcy 

in the morning. 

(18 

0 my Strength, to You I shall sing praises. 



PS. 79 

Complaint vss. 1-4 

Petition vss. 5-12 

Vow vss. 13a, 13b 

43 

We will give thanks to You for ever; 

We will t el l of Your praise to a l l generations. 

(13a 



PS. 26 

Complaint vss. 1-3 

Petition vss . 8-12 

Vow vs. 12a 

44 

In the great congregation I will bless the Lord. 



PS. 7 

Invocation 

Petition 

Praise 

Vow 

vs. 1 

vs. la-11 

vs. 12-16 

vs. 17 

45 

I will give thanks to the Lord 

according to His faithfulneso; 

And will sing praise to the name of 

the Lord most High. 
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PS . 9 

Praise vs. 3-12 

Petition vs. 13- 14 

Praise vs. 15- 16 

Vow vss. 1-2 

I will give thanks to the Lor d with my 

heart; 

I will tell of all Your wonderful deeds. 

I will be glad and exult in You, 

I will sing praise to Your name, 0, 

Most High. 



PS. 22 

Complaint 

Petition 

Vow 

vss . 1-18 

vss. 19-21 

vs . 22 

47 

I will tell of Your name to my brothers 

In the midst of the congregation 

I will praise You . 



48 

PS. 35 

This psalm is a double formula. All elements appear twice. 

Petition vss . 1-8 

Praise vs. 10 

Compl ai nt vss. 11-17 

Vow vs. 18 

Then I will thank You in the great congregation 

In the mighty throng I will praise You. 

Petition vss. 19-26 

Praise 

Vow 

vs. 27 

vs. 28 

Then my tongue shall tel l of Your righteousness, 

a nd of Your pra ise a ll day long. 



PS. 20 

Vow 

vs . 5 

49 

That we may sing over Your victory 

And in the na me of our God set 

up our banners. 



Part II Chapter I 

Poetic Element s of Petitionary Psalms 

Relevant to a Vow Formula 

Element A - The call for help 

Element B - The Vow 



Poetic Elements 

Supplication Formula 

Nearly half of the petitionary psalms containing 

a vow formula a l so cont ain a supplication formula i mploring 

the Deity to heed the psalmist's call for help. The suppli

cation formula, in its various forms, consistentl y contains 

the followi ng gram.~atical elements: a Noun & Suffix , re

ferring to the petitioner's call for help o r the Deity's 

" ear," an imperative verb meaning " to hear," a Divine name, 

i.e. God, Lord, etc., or Divine quality, i.e . "Your stead

fastness, His strength," etc. 

50 



51 

Poetic Elements of Petitionary Psalms 
Indicating a vow to publicize God's 
name. 

Element A - Call for help 

'Form 1 

Noun &i suffix Verb-imperative 
"call for help" Divine Bame {frequently co - Example s 

ttortati vel"to heai " 
·.Af~.A p • :i.>ftc 'YN e. l>s.54:4 

'.Ala>- \>11)' TN€. 143:1 
'.l\(t> A i>fj)\ :»TN t, 102:2 
'.Ao"i>A i)f))\ ~'f'N e 39:1 3 

'.Al~..A i> f ,)' ;>J·~ 55:2 

'.Al;) .A ~ Ii>' j)J'.S"il 86:5 

• .A[-;> .A p I j) $IC 'J>1rN e 61:2 

'.>../'().A ;)f ;)' TH e, 0:1 0 

',,.,. i)li>' "t'H e, 27:7 

- t>ti')' . • J..))" 13:1 4 

- . i)f fc. j') J t>' 'JJ'"l' 68:1 7 

'fl'';\ ?'i>'IC. -r'rl t, 64:2 

'JI .J "-" cf 1 i' j)\j')' ";) J • ~ A: J) 140:7 
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•Form 2 

x er - imperative tre-
quently cohortatlve) 

- "to hear" 
'l"llt.. it~ (S) .,')~It, ., i) 

'.AJ~ (.A~) A>~'e ~ i\ 

•Af 'iJ A j)~·e.~j') 

IJ\J) 
~·e, ~i\ 

'.A ')tJ le ;>~"' e 
' JIJl\.A ,,,, 

"t'N <, 

Form 3 

tioun + Suffix Preposl tlon-+Su f fi Verb. impera ti V E 

- "Your ear" - "to incline" 

?J~r · lie i) c;) 
;>J~A: •ft i~'i') 

7J~/c ·I~ ,)(j) 

(J~t: ·(tc i)l j) 

? .JJ/C •I c J) 

xamples 

Ps.142:7 

142:7a 

61 :2 

17:la 

17: 6 

28 : 2a 

Exa mple s 

Ps. 31: 

71: 

102 : 

71: 

17: 

3 

2 

3 

2a 

6 



Vow Formula 

The vow formula has nine forms most of which 

contain these common elements: a preposition & noun, in

dicating a public gathering, an imperfect verb indicating 

a verbal action in public, i . e. to sing , to tell a story, 

to praiss, etc. 

53 J 
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El ement 9 - Vow to Publ i cize God ' s Name 

Form 1 

~0un + Suffix Preposition + IV'3r1>-1mper:rect 
- Divine Quall ty Divi ne Name 1 person 

,,~~ 

n~~ 

)~~ 

Form 2 

Noun (+suffix)+Noun 

I' I s 'b' ( j) I 7> ' ) f' Q., 

,,.,. ?"e, 

J• · I~ ?f"ei 
(fJt ..Ate 

" to praise" 
P , ., r1e.~ 

p1 1>fk" 
f'i)fle.~ 

--

Verb-imper feet 
"to declare" 

'(;>Jc 

[ oj)fC 

[J11c. 

A> )('I !,1e 

i'> )t.J f,~ 

)W~{ 

.I\ \ ~ I i>d 

Exampl es 

Ps . 56: 5 

56: 11 

56: lla 

Example 

s . 7:18 

9:3 

92:2 

142:9 



-
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Form 3 

?reposi tional !Verb-imperfect Verb-imperfect Example pronoun "to rejoice" "to rejoice" s 

?~ l> 3, J~f i>IH~ e le IPs.9:3 

?~ ITHI e, •I 'e ·e · 40:17 

- "to rejoice" i.e. in public 

Form 3a 

9reposition+noun+ Verb-imperfect Verb-imperfect 
suffix - 1 person - 1 person Example 

Divi n Q l'.'h1<>.litv "to r & ioice" 
s 

1'., "~ 1>r.Ne1e1 j.')f'~t! IPs.31:8 

1.AY1e·~ i>l\~e JI i)f•~.J Isa.25: 3 
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Form 4 

Preposi tion+not n(Preposi tion)+ Verb-imperfect 
- "forever" Divine Name 1 W'{0so8'ln\~pgulai 

.. ";\ 1')f1>' i ~''f.JC 
' ~11',\ 

'i) '"' 
i'))1'J le 

,, "~ J>li> ' ,,, J i>lc 

' slT" '1>St f ~)N Jlc 

''f'l:\ ~,~le 

- l>li>' / ;>) •e IC 

*"To sing' implies an audience to hear 

•"for ever" i.e. " as l o ng as I l ive. " 

Form 5 

Preposi tion+nou Noun+suffix '-'erb- imper f sc t 

- "forever" 
- Reference t o l person singular 

•;od ' B name "to declare" 

~'70 ?Ne ~1 N ~Jc 

"""' (> Nt ))~ ~:> le I 

~11 Pf rti 71' f,; ;))) ) tel 

~11 fI11r 7N<L " ([ i>~ I 

Example s 

Pe. l 04: 33 

104: 33a 

146: 2 

146: 2a 

63: 5 

13: Sa 

!Examples 

Ps.61:9 

86: 12 

145: 1 

145:2 
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Form 6 

'>reposition +noun xa mples 
''forever" 

)\~I 11~S ?>.inA i a o.J Ps.79: 13a 

;>In I -?f f>~IJ 79: 13 

''forever" - t he psalmist obligat es his descenda nt s to 
publicl y praise God. 

Form 7 

Noun + su! x er 
- Di vine Quall t y " to i n public" xamples 

? '""'~'a J I~ ;n; O IC Ps.9 : 2 

71 Afi>.A /) 
;>)'i 0" 9 : 15 

?' .,\l ~ J'~ j /) )vo to 26:7 

7 ·~\:>tcft' d;) )~oi 73:28 

7..AJ. tJI t, • ~ A) .JJ )J 20 : 6 
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Form 8 

Preposition+no 
Divine Name + no~n +swrr1x -par o uman 

* '~· 
cf>~ 1 6>flt 'J ~le: ("//c Ps . 86:12 

· ~i d)';4 ~ 11>' ~~I le 9:2 

j) fj)' "l:>~ It 109:30 
· ~~ 11'kN 

* the word ~ ( should be understood here as "throat '' 
(as an organ of speech) 

Form 9 

Pre~o~~~t?~+noun Noun + suffix 
3 
Verb-imperfect 

!Example Part of huma n person singula r 
-a diving Q\l~b- anatomv "to rejoice" 

s 

7 ~'f t t · ~ ·~s It- ' Ps.13: s 

- · ~I ~S"I' I 28: 7 

'd I ~ · ' ' 
51: 

?A Ii> >. 
17 
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Form 10 

Preposition + noun Verb-imperfect+suffix 
- "in a ublic gathering" l person singular Examples 

D v m "to ive thanks" 

~" oi>~ ~ (llle Ps .35:18 

f ' NT ,l 7~11c 57: 18 

r'' ~~ 7 '1 l/C 18:50 

p ~) ?IA~ I tJ 60';} ~ 109:30 

F'orm 11 

Preposition + noun 
- a musical instrument 

Verb-imperfect+suffix 
l person sin ular Examples 

It ' 

) IJ::>~ j>~ I IC Ps . 43: 4 

71:22 

- "a musical instrument" - indicates a n audience. 
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Form 12 

'ioun + suffix Preposition+noun Verb-imperfect Exampl e -"in t he morning' "rejoice" 8 

('=J 0" *) ~;) ' j.J1 k I Ps.59:1 7 

7~01' Yi'~o JJ•~ e 90: 1 4 

r°iO f\ )j'~f 41 6u cf 9 2:3 

7=tof\ ) ~~' 1 J11 f10;} 143:8 

*The wo rd 1j\) has two functi o ns here; poetic a nd c ul tl c. 
The psalmist portrays suffe ring as da rkness . When o ne ' s 
suffering is r e lieved, it is as if da wn has broken. The 
psalmist vows to pr aise God in the morning, probably in 
order to paralle l the mornin~ s~crifice where h e could 
readily find an audience. 



CHAPTER II 

THANKSGIVING PSALMS 

Structural Elements 

Many thanksgiving psalms seem to be fulfil l ment o f 

the vow of publicity made in petitionary psalms containing 

such vows. These psalms consistently contain the f o llowing 

structural e l e me nts: 

A. Descri ptio n of compla int and/or e ve ntual de livera nce. 

This e l e ment frequently contains the words, "I c rie d out," 

a nd "the Lord heard my prayer," or various other expressions 

conveying a similar meaning. These words parallel the words 

"hear r.iy prayer, 0 Lord ," f o und in petitional psalms. 

B. Praise of God, as a steadfast deity who i s faithful 

to His se r vants . This e l ement i s the actual fulfillment of 

the "vow of publ i city." 

C. Acknowledgement of obligation on the part o f t h e 

psa l mist to praise the Deit y. The psa lmist expl a ins that 

he is obliged to praise God in public because the Deity 

r9sponded to his plea f or he lp . In some cases the psalmist 

is not specifi c in his r easons for praising God in public. 

Inst~ad ha ~imply praises God for His steadfast l ove. In 

some instances, the psalmist informs the listener that the 

psa lm is the fulfillme nt of a vow , i.e . , Ps. 116. The func

tion of the acknowledgement is to connect the descripti on 

of God's deliv9rance with the public praise of God's na me. 
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PS. 18 

vs. l 

vs. 2 

vs . 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 9 

S2 

Praise 

I love You, 0 Lord, my strength. 

The Lord ls my rock, and my fortress, and my 

refuge, 

My shield, and the horn of my 

deliverance, my stronghold. 

I call upon the Lord, who ls worthy 

to be praised, 

And I am saved fron my enemies. 

Description 

The cords of dea th e ncompassed me, 

the torrents of 9ellal assailed me. 

The cords of sheol e ntangled me, 

the snares of death confronted aa. 

In my distress I cal l ed upon the Lord, 

to ay God I cried for help. 

From His temple He h9ard my voice, 

a na my cry to ~lm reached His ears. 

Then the earth reeled and rocked; 

the foundations a lso of tns mountains trembled 

And quaked because He was angry. 

s~oke went up from His nostrils, 

and devouring fire from His mouth; 

Glowing coals flamed forth from Him . 

He bowed the heavens , and came down; 

thick darkness was under His feet. 



PS. 18 

vs. 10 

vs. 11 

vs. 12 

vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs. 15 

vs. 16 

vs. 17 

vs. 18 

vs . 19 

vs. 20 
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He rode on a cherub, and flew; 

Jie flew upon t he wi ngs of the wind. 

Me made darkness His covering around Him, 

His canopy thick clouds dark with water. 

Out of ths br ightness before Hiln 

broke through His clouds 

Hailstones and coal s of fire. 

t here 

The Lord a l so thundered in t he heavens , 

and the Most High spoke out, 

Hailstones and coals of fire. 

And He shot out His arrows, a nd scattered them; 

He flashed forth lightning, and scattared them . 

Then the channels of water appeared 

and the foundations of the world were l a id bar9, 

At Your rebuke, 0 Lord, 

At the blast of Your nostrils. 

He r sache d down from on higb, a nd snatched me, 

He drew me out of the mi~hty wa ters. 

He delivered me from my strong enemy, 

and from those who hated me; 

For they were mighti~r than I . 

They came upon me in the day of my calamity; 

3ut the Lor d was my support. 

He brought me out i nto an open place; 

He delivered me, because he delighted in me . 

The Lord rewarded me according ' to my faithfulness. 



9S. 18 

vs. 21 

vs. 22 

vs. 23 

vs. 24 

vs. 25 

vs. 25 

vs. 27 

vs . 28 

vs. 29 

vs. 30 

vs. 31 
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For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 

and have not wickedly de~arted 

From my God. 

For all His ordinances were before me, 

And His statutes I did not abandon. 

I was innocent b9fore Him, 

I kept myself from guilt. 

Ther9fore the Lord has r9compensed me 

according to my faithfulness, 

According to my faithful deeds . 

Praise 

With one who ls loyal, You are loyal, 

With a blameless person, ~ou a r e blameless ; 

With one who is pure, You a r e pure; 

And with th9 c r ooked , You ~re pe rverse. 

For You deliver an afflicted p3ople, 

But humbl2 thos~ with haughty oyes. 

For You light my lamp; 

The Lord, my God, illumines my dar~ness. 

Indeed, I can crush n troop; 

And with my God I can leap over a wall. 

This God--Hls wa y is perfect; 

tbs promise of the Lord proves true; 

He is a shield for all those who take re!uge 

in Him. 

For who ls God, but the Lord? 

And who ls a mountain, except our God? 



PS. 18 

vs. 32 

vs . 33 

vs. 34 

V3 . 35 

vs. 36 

vs. 3 7 

vs. ~8 

vs. 39 

vs. 40 

vs . 41 

vs . 42 

vs . 43 
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Description 

The God who girded me with strength, 

and made my way sure. 

He made my feet like hind ' s fest, 

a nd set me upon my high places; 

He trains my hands for battle, 

so that my hands can bend a bow of bronze. 

You have given me Your saving shield, 

and Your right hand suppor t ed me, 

And Your providence has made me great . 

You gave me a wide place for my stsps, 

And so my feet did not slip. 

I pursued my foes a nd overtook t hem, 

I did not turn back until they were annihila ted . 

I thrust them through, so that the y were not 

~b le to rise; 

They fe ll under my feet. 

For You girded me wi th strength for bat tle; 

You made my assailants sink under me . 

You made my enemies turn the backs of thei r necks 

to me, 

And t hose who hate d me, I de str oyed . 

The y c ried for help, but there was none to save, 

They cried to the Lord, but He did not a nswer them. 

I pulverized them as dust before the wind; 

I cast them out like mud of the stree t s . 

Yo u deliver ed me from strife with the peoples; 

You made me the head of tne na t ions; 



PS . 18 

vs. 44 

vs. 45 

vs . 46 

vs. 47 

vs. 48 

vs . 49 

vs. 50 
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People whom I had not known s e rve me. 

As soon as they heard o! me, they obeyed me; 

Foreigners cam9 cringing to me . 

Forei~ners lost heart, 

and came trembling out of their strongholds. 

Praise 

The Lord lives; and b l essed be my mountain , 

a nd exal ted-t:1a God of my deliverance. 

The God who gave me vengeance 

a nd subdued peoples unds r :ne; 

W'ho delive red me from my enemies; 

i~dee~, You exalted me a bove my adversaries, 

You de livered me from men of violence. 

Acknowledgement 

For this will I extoll You, 0 Lord, 

among the nations, 

And sing pr aises to Your name. 

Great l - 1 umphs He gives to His king, 

and shows steadfast l ove to His annointed, 

To David and Hi s descendants forever . 



PS. 18 

vs. 1 

vs . 4 

vs. 7 

vs. 10 

vs . 14 

vs. 15 

vs . 18 

vs. 29 

vs. 35 

vs . 35 

vs. 44 

Crit ical Notes 

Ps. 103:13 

'J IAT~' 

1 Chr. 21:30 

6 7 

- I will love you 

P'J~ fy ia/C Ptn-:> 

- assai l e d me 

~11' 'Ji!tlll .A'J~J 'J 

0 ,.Ii At - reeled 
Jj~')' P•#I & ,-, MfOt /I f '> t 1) 

2 Sam. 22:8 II~')/\ ) 
II • It.,, > ' I 

Jer . 49:22 

Pl' 3 'f 

1 Sam. 7:10 

Job o: 15 

':\'fC Pl'~ 

Ob . 1:31 

~ l)lc' 

Ps . 74 : 14 

?.A IJ 111 

- came swiftly 

;> t 1' I ;>/ T' '} t. J) DJi) 

- scatte red them 

r ·I~ f) f At f ' d t>I 

- channels of the water 

- in th~ day o f my calamity 
I ~ · c P•'~ · · /~Ti;, l>.A~ P/. C").A j;_ 

- I can crushed 

/..A' I J I t It) "'J 3 1 ~Ale 

- Your providence 

i .e. "Your will ingness to a nswer," -"Your r espo:i -

si veness" 

·fo)~ - my feet 

2 Sam. 22:37 ·Jo) i' '~TtJ 

/jlc 1'tJt' - as soon as they heard me . 



PS. 30 

vs. l 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. s 

vs. 7 

vs . 8 

vs . 9 
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Acknowledgement 

I will extoll You, 0 Lord, f o r 

You have drawn me up, 

And have not let my foes rejoice over me. 

0 Lord, my God, I called out to You 

and You healed me. 

0 Lord, You raised me from sheol, 

You restored me to life from among those 

gone down to the pit. 

Praise 

Sing praises to the Lord, 0 you, His loyal servants, 

And give t~anks to ~is holy name. 

For His anger is but for a moment, 

His favor is for a lifetime. 

Weeping may tarry for the night, 

but joy come s with the morning. 

Desc .. iption 

In my security I said, 

"I shall never be moved." 

Throug~ Your favor You established me 

as a strong mountain, 

Then You hid Your :ace 

and I was dismayed. 

To You , 0 Lord, I called out, 

and to the Lord I made supplication. 

What profit is t hera in my death, if I go 

down to the pit? 



PS. 30 

vs. 10 

vs . 11 

vs. 12 
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Will the dust praise Yo u? 

Will it tell of Your fid~lity? 

Hear, 0 Lord, and be gracious to me, 

0 Lord, be my helper! 

Acknowledgement 

You have turned my mourning into danci~g 

You have loosed my sackcloth, 

And clothed me with joy. 

So that my heart will sing Your praises 

and not be si lent , 

0 Lord my God I will tha nk You for ev9r. 



PS. 30 

vs. 6 

vs. 9 

VS. 12 

Critical Notes 

I lfe ~ 

Jb. 16: 12 

. ,.,~~ 

~I~ J 

the word 

70 

- in my security 

I J ) a ) ) I I ·~ •I i) I s e 
- my death. Literally"my blood." 

- hea rt . This could be a form of 

"liver", whi c h in biblical times 

was considgred thg sgat of human emotion. 



PS. 34 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs . 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

vs. 8 

vs. 9 

vs . 10 

vs . 11 

vs. 12 

71 

Acknowledgement 

I will bless the Lord at all tlm~s; 

His praise shall be continually in my mouth. 

Through the Lord my life ls glorified; 

l e t the afflicte d hear and rejoice. 

0 magnify the Lord with me, 

a nd let us exalt His name together! 

Description 

I sou~ht the Lord, a nd He answered me, 

and delivered me from all my fears. 

They looked t o Him, and were r adiant; 

and thair faces shall never be ashamed. 

This poor man cried out and the Lord heard him , 

And rescued him from a ll his troubles. 

Praise 

The angel o f the Lord encamps around those 

who fear Him, a nd delivers them. 

0 consider and see that the Lord is good! 

Happy is the man who t akes refuge in Him! 

0 fear the Lord, you Hi s holy ones , 

For those who fear him hava no want! 

The l ions suffer wa nt and hunger; 

but those who seek the Lord l ack no good thing. 

Come , childre n, listen to me, 

I will t each you the f ear of the Lord. 

Which man among you delights in life, 

and desire to live a l ong life, tha t he 



PS. 34 

vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs. 15 

vs. 16 

vs. 17 

vs. 18 

vs. 19 

vs. 20 

vs. 21 

vs. 22 
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may enjoy what is good? 

Ke~p your tongue from evil, 

and your lips from speaking deceit. 

Depart from evil, a nd do good; 

sesk peace and pursue it. 

The eyes of the Lord ar9 toward th9 righteous, 

and Mis ears towards their cry. 

The Lord sets His fac9 against 9vildoers , 

to cut off the rem9mbrance of th9m from 

the earth. 

When they cry for h9lp, tha Lord hears, 

~nd d e livers them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord ls nea r to the brokenhearted, 

a nd delivers the crushed in spirit. 

Many a re the troubles o f the right~ous; 

but the Lord delivers him out of then all. 

He protects al l his bones; 

not one of t hem is broke n. 

Evil shall slay ~he wicked, 

and those who hate the righteous will be 

condemned. 

The Lord delive rs the life of ~is servants; 

~one of those who take refuge in Him will be 

condemned . 
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PS. 34 

Critical Notes 

vs. 5 l)S>J/ - r adiant 

Is. 60:5 .A ) j) .J I I Jc. ) ./\ ~k 

vs. 12 (,I Jc. i) IAJ - whi ch man among you . 

The psalmist imagines himself speaking to a 

small group of list eners. He asks a rhetorical 

question , which a ll will a nswe r affirmatively. 

vs. 18 - crushed in spirit . 

Is . 57:15 '") 



PS . 40 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs . 5 

vs . 6 

74 

Descrietion 

I waited patiently for the Lord, 

He bent down to me and heard my 

He drew me up from the desolate 

out of the mud and mire. 

He set my feet upon a rock 

making my steps secure. 

He put a new song in my rnouth 

cry. 

pit I 

a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

a nd put their trust in the Lord . 

Praise 

Happy is the man who makes the Lord his trust, 

Who does not turn to the arrogant, nor to 

those who fall away treacherously. 

Many are the things that You have done, 

0 Lord my God, 

Your wondrous deeds, and Your thoughts 

towards us, 

None can compare with You. 

If I were to proclaim and tell of them, 

They would be more than can be numbered . 

Sacrifice and meal-offering, You have no 

delight in them; 

But You have given me an open ear. 

Burnt offering and sin offering, 

You do not require. 



PS . 40 

vs. 7 

vs . 8 

vs . 9 

vs. 10 

vs. 11 

vs . 12 
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Then I said, "Lo, I have come; 

in the scroll it is written about me, 

I delight t o do Your will, O my God, 

Your law ls within my belly. 

I delight to do Your will, O my God; 

Your law is written in my heart ." 

Acknowledgement 

I have told the glad news of deliverance 

in the great congregation; 

Lo , I have not restrained my lips, 

as You know, O Lord. 

I have not kept Your fai thfulness hidden 

in my heart, 

I have spoken of Your fidelity and Your 

dell verance; 

I have not concealed Your steadfast love 

a nd Your fa i thfulness 

From the great congregat ion. 

Petl tlon 

You, 0 Lord, will not withho ld Your mercy 

from me , 

Le t Your steadfast l ove a nd Your faithfulness 

e ver preserve me . 

For numberless evi ls encompass me ; 

my i niquities have overt aken me, 

So that I cannot triumph; 

They are more than the hairs on my head; 



PS. 40 

vs. 12 
cont'd 
vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs . 15 

vs. 16 

vs. 17 

76 

My heart fails me . 

Desire, O Lord, to deliver me. 

0 Lord, hasten to help me. 

Let them be put to shame and 

confusion, one and a ll. 

Those who seek to sweep away my life; 

l et them be turned back and 

Brought to dishonor, 

those who desire my hurt. 

Let them be appalled because of their 

shame, 

Who say to me, "Aha, Aha!" 

But may a ll who seek You 

rejoice and be glad in You, 

May those who love Your deliverance 

cont J.nually s a y, "May the Lord be magnifiedt" 

But as for me, I a m poor and needy, 

May the Lord t ake cogn i sance of me. 

You are my help and my refuge , 

O my God, do not tarry. 
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PS. 40 

Critical Notes 

This thanksgiving psa lm also contains a petition. 

The psalmist tha nks God for hi s previous act of deliverance, 

a nd takes the opportunity to ask God for deliverance from 

his prese nt distressful situation . 

vs. 2 J 1t ~ 11~ N - desolate 

Is. 66:6 ) ' ~"' / 1t-t, (r~ 

I ' . i) C·G ti - mire 

Ps. 69 : 3 /' I ~ ·~~;l' 

· 1e.1c - my steps 

Ps . 17:5 ) 19 IC ? IV A 

vs. 4 p · ~n) - a rrogan t 

Ps. 90:10 /11G I IN -( p I ,\j)') I 

vs. 8 'TH - bell y 

Jon . 2:2 'i)'~;) ' lN t' 

vs. 14 i>.A\~or - sweep away 

Hos. 8 :7 i>A~IOI I)') j, nt'\ ') 

vs . 15 " t: j) f\ IC ;') - Aha, Aha! 

Ez. 25:3 }\~ " {lt'#: I '¥ \ 



PS. 107 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

vs. 8 

vs. 9 
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Praise 

0 give thanks to the Lord , 

for he is good . 

For His steadfast love endures for ever! 

Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 

Whom He has redeemed from the hand of 

the adversary; 

And gathered ln from the lands , 

From the east and from the west, 

From the north and from the south. 

Description 

They wandered in the desert wastes, 

finding no way to city to live in; 

Hungry and thirsty, 

the ir life ebbed within them. 

Then they cried to the Lord in 

their distress, 

And He delivered them from their troubles; 

He led them in a straight way, 

Till they reached a city to dwell in. 

Acknowledgement 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for His 

steadfast love, 

And for His wondrous works on behalf of ma nkind . 

For He satisfies he whose throat is parched 

And the hungry he fills with good things. 



PS. 107 

vs. 10 

vs. 11 

vs. 12 

vs. 13 

vs . 14 

vs . 15 

vs. 16 

VS, 17 

vs. 18 

vs. 19 

vs. 20 

79 

Description 

Some sat in da rkness and in gloom, 

prisoners in afflicti on and in irons, 

For they had rebelled against the words of God, 

And spurned the counsel of the Most High . 

Therefo re He humbled their heart with hard labor; 

The y stumble, and there was none to help. 

Then they cried to the Lord in their distress, 

And he de livered them from their trouble. 

He brought them out o f darkness and gloom, 

And broke t heir bonds asunder. 

Acknowledgement 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for His 

steadfast love, 

And for His wondrous works on behalf of mankind. 

Description 

For He has t~oken the gates of brass, 

And cu t in two the bars of iron. 

Some were fools through their sinful ways, 

And because of thei r iniquities s uffered affli ction . 

All food their throats found loathsome, 

And they drew near to the gates of death. 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, 

And He delivered them from their distress. 

He sent forth His word and healed the m, 

And delivered t hem from destruction. 



PS. 107 

vs. 21 

vs. 22 

vs . 23 

vs. 24 

vs. 25 

VS 26 

vs. 27 

vs. 28 

vs. 29 

vs . 30 

vs. 31 
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Acknowledgement 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for 

His stea1fa st love, 

For His wondrous works on behalf of mankind . 

And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, 

And tell of His deeds in songs of joy! 

Descri ption 

They that went down to the sea in s hips, 

working i n the mighty waters; 

They saw the deeds o f the Lord, 

His wondrous works in the deep. 

For He commanded and raised the sto rmy wind , 

whi ch lifted up t he wa ves o f the sea. 

They crested to heaven, they fe ll to the depths ; 

thei r courage me l ted away in their evi l plight . 

They ree l e d a nd stagger e d l ike drunken men, 

a nd a ll their s kill was swallowed up . 

Then they cried ~ o the Lord in their trouble, 

and He delivered t hem from the ir distress. 

He made the stor m be sti ll , 

and the waves of t he sea were hushed . 

The y were gla d when a ll was calm, 

a nd Ha brought them t o their desired haven. 

Acknowledgement 

Let them give thanks to the Lord for His steadfast 

love, 

For His wondrous works o n behalf of mankind! 



PS. 10 7 

vs. 32 

vs . 33 

vs . 34 

vs . 35 

vs . 36 

vs . 37 

vs. 38 

vs. 39 

vs . 40 

vs. 41 

vs. 42 

V S. 43 
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Let them extol Him in the congregation of the 

people, 

And praise Him in the assembly of the elders. 

Praise 

~e turns rivers into a desert, 

springs of water into thirsty ground . 

A fruitful l and into a salty waste, 

because of the wickedness of its inhabitants. 

He turns a desert into pools of water, 

a parched l a nd into springs of water. 

And there He l ets the hungry dwell, 

a nd they establish a city to live in. 

They sow fields, and plant vineyards, 

a nd get a fruitful yie ld. 

By Ills blessing they multiply grea tly; 

a nd He does not l et their c a ttle decrease. 

Wh e n they are dimini s hed a nd brought l ow 

through oppresb~ ~n. trouble , a nd sorrow , 

He pours contempt upon princes 

and makes them wander in trackless wastes. 

Bu t he raises up the needy out of affliction, 

and makes the ir families l ike flocks. 

The upright see it and are gla d , 

nnd a ll wi ckedness shall be silenced. 

Wh oever is wise, l et him preserve these things, 

Let th3m consider the steadfast l ove of the Lord. 



PS. 107 

vs. 4 

vs. 10 

vs. 11 

vs. 12 

vs. 16 

Critical Notes 

I 7.A 

Is. 16:8 

I'"' I l' ~ 
Is. 43:19 

.A IN/J 

82 

- wandered 

- in wastes 

,Al)PJ /1tJ·e,~ 

- gloom 

From the root P [ 3 "to grow dark." 

rs. 9: l "''" J 3 ~ 1 r > ',le • 

I )N;) 

Hos. 14:1 

f3fc.J 

Prv .1: 30 

YJ:>'I 

Jud. 8:28 

Is . 45:2 

- rebelled 

r 1 1)d (C ~ j) ;\ )fl 1 :> 

- spurned 

'.A/\ )/A (:> 13/CJ 

- humbled 

fic)e.,• 'J-;:. ·;~[ /'lw ~J.)'I 

- cut in two 

j 



PS. 116 

vs . 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

VS. 7 

vs . 8 

VS . 9 

vs. 10 

vs. 11 

83 

Acknowledgement 

I l ove the Lord, because He has heard 

my voice and my supplications . 

Because He has inclined His ear to me, 

I will call on Him all my days . 

Description 

The cords of death encompassed me; 

the anguish of sheol he l d me fast; 

I suffered distress and anguish . 

Then I called on the name of the Lord: 

" 0 Lord , I beg You, save my life!" 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 

Our God is merciful . 

The Lord watches over the innocent; 

I was drawn up, and He saved me. 

Be a t rest once more , my heart, 

For the Lord ~.s dealt bountifully with you . 

For You have saved my life from death, 

my eyes from tears , 

My feet from stumbling. 

I wi l l walk before the Lord 

In the lands of the living. 

I kept my faith , even when I said, 

"I am great ly afflicted,.; 

In panic, I said, 

"All people are li ar s!" 

-



PS. 116 

vs. 12 

vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs. 15 

vs . 16 

vs. 17 

vs. 18 

VS. 19 
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Acknowledgement 

How can I repay the Lord 

for all His bounty to me? 

I will lift up the cup of victory 

and call out the name of the Lord, 

I will pay my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all His people. 

Praise 

Precious in the sight of the Lord 

is the death of His faithful ones. 

0 Lord, I am Your servant, 

son of Your h~nd~aid, 

You have undone my fetters. 

Acknowledgement 

I will offer to You a sacrifice of thanksgiving 

And call out the name of the Lord. 

T will pay my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of a ll His people, 

In the courts of the house of the Lord, 

In your midst, 0 Jerusalem. 

Praise the Lord! 



PS . 116 

v.s. 3 

vs . 6 

vs. 7 

vs. 8 

vs . 12 

VS, 13 

V S , 16 

Critica l So te s 

(1~e I J3~ 1 

?s. 118:5 

P'K'..A.~ 

'A/1 
Ex. 2: 19 

1y(..,. ltJ' 

Ps. 118:13 

~ 1 etc 

8 5 

- ~he anguish o f sheo l 

- innocent 

- drawn up 

It. 3 ~ A fc ? t, I ' I .J I ,, p, 

- has dealt bountiful l y with you 

- from s tumbling 

{~Ji 'J .A'I\ 1 )I\~ 

- repay. Can also mean "reply." 

...-\l~lt' 0/) - cup of victory 

- s on of Your handma id, 

Perhaps tran·sl a ted as "beneficiary of 

Your surety." 



PS . 118 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

vs. 8 

vs. 9 

vs. 10 

vs. 11 
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Praise 

O give thanks to the Lord, for He ls good; 

His steadfast love endures for ever! 

Let Israel say, 

"His steadfast love endures for ever." 

Let the House of Aaron say , 

"His steadfast love endures for ever. 0 

Lat those who fear the Lord say, 

0 Hls steadfast love endures for ever." 

Description 

From my confinement I called out to the Lord; 

the Lord answered me and set me free. 

The Lord ls with me; I will not fear; 

What can man do to mE!? 

The Lord is with me as my helper; 

I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 

It is Obtter to take refuge in the Lord 

Than to put confidence in man . 

It is better to take refuge in the Lord 

Than to put confidence in princes. 

All the nations surrounded me; 

In the name of the Lord I cut them off! 

They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; 

In the name of the Lord I cut them off! 



PS. 118 

vs . 12 

vs. 13 

vs. 14 

vs. 15 

vs. 16 

vs. 17 

vs . 18 

vs. 19 

vs. 20 

vs. 21 
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They surrounded me like bees, 

They blazed like a bramble fire; 

In the nam9 of the Lord I cut them off! 

You pushed me hard, that I might fall, 

but the Lord helped me. 

The Lord is my might and my song; 

He has becoma my deliverance. 

Praise 

The sound of rejoicing and deliverance is in 

the tents of the righteous; 

"The right hand o f the Lord does valiantly. 

The right hand of the Lord is exalted; 

The right hand of the Lord does valiantly\" 

I shall not die, but I shall live, 

and recount the dee ds of the Lord. 

Though the Lord chastened me sorely, 

He did not hanc me over to death. 

Open to me the gates of the loyal ones, 

That I may enter through them 

And give thanks to the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord; 

The loyal shall e nter through it. 

Acknowledge ment 

I will give tha nks to Yo~ for You have answered me 

And have become my deliverance. 



PS. 118 

vs. 22 

vs . 23 

vs. 24 

vs. 25 

vs. 26 

vs. 27 

vs. 28 

vs. 29 
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Praise 

The stone which the builders rejected 

has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord•s doing; 

It ls marvelous in our eyes. 

This ls the day which the Lord has made; 

Let us rejoice and be glad on it. 

Save :as, we beseech You, 0 Lord! 

0 Lord, we beseech You, send u s prosperity. 

Blessed be he who e nters in the name of the Lord! 

We bless you from the House of the Lord. 

The Lord is God, 

And lie has given us light . 

Bind the fest procession with branches 

Up to t h e horns of the a lta r! 

You are my God, a nd I will give thanks to You ; 

You are my God, I will extoll You. 

O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

For His steadfast love endures for e ver! 
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PS. 118 

Cr itical Notes 

vs. 9 - in princes 

I Sam. 2:8 P'"' ? J f"f il>'tli>f /t · ~IC f ')' 

vs . 10 PC ' N /C - I wil l cut them off . 

Ps . 58 : 8 I fl N ~ ' IN;, J.J/) ?Y"1 ' 

vs. 12 I:> y ~ - b l aze 

Is. 43:17 ,,.Ae a~ /::>~., 

vs. lA )O l - chastened 

Prv. 29:17 ?fl I j 11 (J ~ )0' 

vs. 22 10 /C W - rejected 

I Sam. 15:23 ;>1i')' )~ ~ A~ .AtO H 

vs. 27 f' .A ;:\ ')'~ - with branches 

Lev. 23:40 .,,,,. ;.1' f lr f J JI 



PS. 138 

vs. l 

vs . 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 

vs. 8 
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Acknowledgement 

I give thanks, 0 Lord , with my whole heart 

9efore God, I will sing Your praise. 

I bow down toward Your holy temple 

And give thanks to Your name for 

Your steadfast love and Your faithfulness; 

For You have exa lted Your word above Your name. 

Description 

On the day I called, You a nswered me , 

The stre ngth of my life You increased. 

Praise 

All the kings of the earth shall praise You, 

0 Lord, 

For they have heard the words of Your ruouth, 

And the y shall si ng of the ways of the Lord, 

For great is the gl ory of the Lord. 

Even though the Loru is exalted, He car es for 

the l owly; 

But the arrogant He knows from afa~. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

You pr eserve my life; 

You stretch forth Your hand agai nst the wrath 

of my enemies 

And save me with Your right ha nd. 

The Lord will fulfill this purpose f or me; 

Your steadfast love, 0 Lord, endures f or ever 

Do not for sake the work of Your hands. 



PS. 138 

vs. 1 

vs. 3 

vs. 7 

Critical Notes 

I~( 

91 

- my heart. This word frequently 

refers to a verbal act; i.e. Ps. 12:3 

I')~;>· ~fl ~r~ Al?o" Adll 

~ft J - before God, I will sing Your 

praises. This abrupt shift from the third to 

second person may indicate a corrupted text. 

Another possible translation "before the gods." 

f I·~ - The psalmist is vague in his 

description of his distress and deliverance. 

7 ~ 1 
1'[ e. A - "You stretch forth Your hand." 

This has been translated occasionally as "You 

stretch forth Your left hand," in order to 

complement "Your right" in the fo llowing phrase. 



PS. 65 

vs. 1 

vs. 2 

vs. 3 

vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 6 

vs. 7 
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Acknowledgement 

Praise is due to You , 

0 Go1, in Zion; 

And to You shall vows be fulfilled 

0 o ne who hears prayers. 

To You a ll flesh shall come 

on account of sins. 

Pr::tlse 

When our sins overcome us, 

You forgive them. 

Happy is he whom You choose 

a nd bring near, 

To dwell i n You~ courts. 

We shall be satisfied with the goodness 

Of Your house, Your holy t e mple. 

Through awesome deeds o f faithfulness 

You answe r us with deliverance, 

0 God of our de l iverance . 

Who is the securit y of all t he 

Ends of the earth , 

And of the farthest seas; 

Who establ ishes mountains through His strength, 

Bei ng gi r ded wi th migh t ; 

Who stills the roaring of the seas, 

the roar ing of their waves , 

And the tunult of the peoples. 



PS. 65 

vs. 8 

vs. 9 

vs. 10 

vs. 11 

vs. 12 

vs. 13 
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Those who live at edges of the ear th, 

Are afraid of Your signs; 

The outgoings of t he morning 

And the eveni ng to rejoice . 

Description 

You watch over the ear th and water it, 

You greatly enrich it; 

The river of God is full of water; 

You provide their grain 

For You have prepar ed it. 

You water its furrows abundantly, 

settling in its ridges, 

With soft rains You bless its growth . 

You crown the year with Your bounty; 

The tracks of Your chariot drip with fatness . 

The pastures of the wi lderness drip , 

the hi 1 s don themselves with joy, 

The meadows clothe themselves with flocks, 

The va l leys deck themselves with grain, 

They shou t and sing together for joy. 



Part II Chapter II 

Poetic Elements of Thanksgiving Psalms 

Relevant to a Vow Formula 

Element A - The call for help 

Element 8 - Divine Response 

Element C - The Acknowle dgement 



Poetic Elements of Thanksgiving Psalms 
Indicating a Vow to Publicize God' s Name 

Description of God' s Deliverance 

Element A - The Call for Help 

Divine Name 

- - -----
'i>''-" "- i> I i>" 

i> I ,µ ' ../\ le 

>) I u ' ([IC) 

J) I j) ' p S. {~I) 

j)' 

e r 

- --
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-per ec person s ng 
ular (to call out ) 

IC.)p#c ('l/3">1 
'..I\ "r I e 

' ./\ e) ~ 

lj)T.3 ' / 

IC 1 j\ le. 

' Al<)~ {)3µ u /N) 

Examples 

Ps.18:6 

30:2 

34:4 

10 7: 6 

116:4 

118: 5 
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Element 8 - Divine Response 

Form l 

Noun + Suffix 
i.e . - "my prayer" 

, I'~ 
'.Atlf2, 

' {I~ A le 

Verb - perfect si ngular 
masculine (to hear) 

(ti:;, • -;,tJ) 'II Ne• 
lJN e' I 
'iN e , 

Examples 

Ps.18:6 

40:1 

116:2 

Form 2 This one-word form ls a lways f ound at the e nd 
of the statement "I called out to the Lord." 

Verb, perfect; masculine singular, l .e ."to respond' Exampl es 

I j Jc;) )...A I 

' .JJ7/ 

'J..J)' 

'_J)j? 

Ps . 30:2 

34 : 4 

118:5 

118 :13 
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Element C 

Acknowl edgement by the Psalmist that he is about to 
publicize God's name in fulfillment of his vow. 

Form 1 

Preposition + noun 

Form 2 

Adverb 

p ' It'~ 

~'"'\ [ /)p ~ 

IN 'W S':JI 

(forever) 

r ''~' 
,,AT /);. 

'NI~/ 

Verb of 
Divi ne Name Publicity Exampl es 

Ir ·j)/lj)\) ? '3 / /c (/::>I.,) Ps.18:49 

' ~ ~ ·~' I 'A 1 ~ ... ~ .. :· ..! 40 : 9 

1) I j) .. ( p { ~ /C (I) t1 J) 116: 8 

Divine Name Verb of Exa mples Publicity 

'Dftc .,, "' r 'i /IC Ps . 30:12 
j)J i:) \ A le j) )1 ') /c 34:1 

/()~/.! 116:2 



~hapter III 

Akkadian Paralle l s 
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#1 Prayer to Nlnib 

ln. 11 

ln. 12 

ln. 13 

ln. 14 

ln. 15 

ln. 16 

ln. 17 

ln. 18 

ln. 19 

ln. 20 

ln. 21 

ln. 22 

ln. 23 

ln . 24 

ln. 25 

ln. 26 

ln. 27 

ln. 28 

ln. 29 

ln. 30 

ln. 31 

Invocation 

0 mighty son, first-born of Bil! 

Powerful, perfect, offspring of Isara, 

Who art clothed with terror, who art full of fury! 

0 Utgallu (?), whose onslaught ls unopposed! 

Mighty ls (thy) place among the great godst 

In Ikur, the house of decisions, exalted are thy heads, 

And Bil thy father has granted thee 

That the law of all the gods thy hand should hold! 

Thou judgest the judgen~nt of mankind! 

Thou leadest him that ls without a lea der, the man 

that is in need! 

Thou holdest the ha nd of the weak, thou exaltest him 

that i s not strong! 

The body of the ma n tha t to the J...o,ver World has bee n 

brought down thou dost restore! 

From him who 1•in pos sesses, the sin thou dost r emove! 

Thou a rt quick to favour the man with whom his god 

ls an~ryl 

0 Ninib, prince of the gods, a hero art thou! 

I (so and so) (son of so and so), whose god ls (so and so) , 

whose goddess is (so and so), 

Have bound for thee a cord, .... have I offered thee; 

I ha ve offered thee t a rrinnu, a pleasant odour ; 

I have poured out for thee mead, a drink from corn. 

With thee may t here stand the gods of Bill 

with the e may there stund the gods of Ikur I 
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#1 Prayer to Ninib - continued 

Supplication 

ln . 32 

ln. 33 

ln. 34 

ln. 35 

ln . 36 

ln. 37 

ln . 38 

ln. 39 

ln. 40 

ln. 41 

Truly pity me a nd hea rken to my cries! 

My sighing remove and accept my supplication! 

Let my cry find acceptance before thee ! 

Petition 

Deal favourably with me who fear thee! 

Thy face ha ve I beheld, let me have prosperity! 

Thou a rt p:tifull Truly pity me ! 

Take away my sin, my iniquity r e move ! 

Tear away my disgrace a nd my offence do thou l oosen! 

May my god and my goddess command me and rnay the y 

ordai n good for tune ! 

Vow 

May I pr a ise thy heart, may I bow l n humility befor e 

thee ! 
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~l 

vs. 32 Supplication "hearken t o my cries!" 

transliteration simi qaba 

!i~brew cocsnnte 

Gr ammat i ca l Elements imperative verb, noun & suffix 

Psalm Pa r a lle l s Pss. 142:7 , 142 :7a, 61:2, 17l:la, 17: 6, 28:2a 

vs. 41 Vow "May I praise thy heart." 

tra~slit eration ludlul libba k a 

Hebr ew cognate 

Gramraa ti ca l Elements imperfect l pe i·son varb of publicity, 

Psalm Paral l e l s 

noun and suffix 

Pss. 9:2 , 9:15, 26:7, 73:28, 20:6 

"Fl 

HEBREW U'/JOfl COllfG[ 
lfllSij msmurc Of 11mcro• 



i12 

ln. 1 

ln. 2 

ln. 3 

ln . 4 

1 n. 5 

ln. 6 

ln. 7 

ln. 8 

l:i. 9 

ln. 10 

ln. 11 

ln. 12 

ln. 13 
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A Psalm for Recoverv from an Illness 

Petl tlon 

... In the slime I am cast; 

.•. with tears thou has filled me; exalt thou my 

head! 

Where thou regardest, the man recovereth, by the 

lifting up of thine eyes. 

Thou art one who regardeth; faithfully re~ard me, 

even me! 

May the heart of my god return to its place ! 

Incantation : 0 my ~od, holy, ma~nified one , bestower 

of life, I lift up the torch; 

I have turned unto thee, 0 MY ~od; before thee I 

have taken my stand ; I have sou~ht thee, 

0 my ~od; in front of thee I have bowed down. 

Supplication 

Accept ny supplication; undo my ba~; 

Petition 

Loosen my disgrace, the gui l t of my wickedness; 

remove 

My disease; drive away my sickness; a sin I ~now 

(or) know not I have committed ; 

On account of a sin of my father (or) my ~randfather, 

a sin of my mother (or) my grandnot~~r. 

On account of a sin of an elder brother (or) an elder 

sister, on account of a sin of my !anily. 

Of my kinsfolk (or) of my clan ••.••. 



#2 

ln. 14 

ln. 15 

ln. 16 
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A Psalm for Recovery from an Illness - continued 

The wrath of god and goddess have pressed upon me. 

Now, I burn their images in front of your great 

divinity. 

Vow 

Dissolve ye the curse, and I will verily sing your 

praises. 
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#2 Poetic Elements 

vs. 8 Supplication "Accept my supplication" 

transliteration ligi unniniga putur i'iltiya 

Hebrew cognate / --" .J "J\ /) ~ 
Grammatical Elements imperative verb, noun + suffix 

Psalm Parallels Pss. 142:7, 142:7a, 61:2, 17:la, 17:6, 28:2a . 

vs. 16 Vow "I shall praise Your praises" 

translitera tion dalilikuna ludlul 

Hebre w cognate 7 A{;, .A cf /,1 le 

Grammatical Elements* imperfect 1 person verb of publicity, 

noun + suffix 

Psalm Parallels Pss. 9:2, 9:15, 26:7, 73:28, 20:6. 

*This cognate accusative form is not found in the Hebrew Psalms. 



#3 

ln. 1 

ln . 2 

ln. 3 

ln . 4 

ln . 5 

ln. 6 

ln , 7 

ln. 8 

ln . 9 

ln. 10 

ln . 11 

ln. 12 

ln . 13 

ln. 14 

ln . 1 5 

l n. 16 

ln. 17 

ln. 18 

ln. 19 

ln. 20 

Prayer to Marduk 

Complaint 
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Instead of food, I eat bitter tears , 

Instead of ctate-wine, I dri nk the waters of misery. 

For my drink I have bitter waters, 

Instead of clothes, I am enveloped in sin, 

Supplication 

0 my god who art angry with me, accept my prayer, 

0 my goddess who art wroth with me, accept my appeal, 

Accept my appeal, ma y thy liver be at r est ! 

My lord in mercy and compass i on [look upon r.ie?] 

Who guides the span of life against the encroachments{?) 

of death, accept my prayer! 

0 my ~oddess, look upon me, accept my appeal; 

Petition 

May my sins be forgiven, my transgressions wiped out . 

May the ban be loosened, the chai n broken, 

May the seve!'l win Is carry off my sighs, 

Le t r.ie tear away my iniquity, let the birds carry it 

to heaven, 

Let the fish take off my Misfortune, the s treaM carry 

it off . 

May the beasts of the f i e ld take it awa y from me, 

The flowing waters of the strea m wash me clean . 

Let me be pure like the sheen of gold. 

As a ring (?) of precious stone, may I be precious 

before thee, 

~emove my iniquity, save my soul . 



#3 

ln. 21 

ln. 22 

ln. 23 

ln. 24 

ln. 25 

ln. 26 

ln. 27 

ln. 28 

ln. 29 
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Prayer to Marduk - continued 

Thy [temple] court I will watch, thy image(?) I will 

set up. 

Grant to me that I may see a favorable dream, 

The dream that I see , let it be favorable, 

The dream that I see, let it be unfai ling, 

The drear:'I that I see , turn it to a favorable [issue] . 

The god ~~a!~hir(?), t he god of dreams stand at r:iy head. 

Let me enter i nto E- sagi l a , the temple of the gods, 

the house of life . 

Commend me to Uarduk, the merciful one , for favor, 

Vow 

I will be subservient to thy greatness, I will exalt 

thy divinity . 
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#3 

vs . 5 Supplication "hear my suppUcation" 

transliteration simi unniniya 

He brew cognate I j\J "J\ ..,.,.., e 

Grammatical ::.nam3~ts i:nparative VGrb (Ls. " to hear"), 

noun + suffix 

Psalm Parallel Pss. 142:7 , 142:7a , 61:2, 17: l a, 17:6, 

28:2a 

vs. 29 Vow "I shall pr a i se Your praises" 

transliteration da lilika ludlul 

Hebrew cognate ?A~...A ;){J;>lc 

Grammatical El3ments imperfect 1 person vsrb of publicity, 

noun + s uffix 

Ps;;ilm Parallel Pss . 9 : 2, 9: 15 , 26:7, 73 :28, 20 : 6. 



#4 

ln. 17 

ln. 18 

ln. 19 

l n. 20 

ln. 21 

ln. 22 

ln. 23 

ln. 24 

ln. 25 

ln. 26 

ln. 27 

ln. 28 

ln. 29 

ln. 30 

ln. 31 

l n. 3Z 

ln . 33 

ln. 34 

ln . 35 

Prayer to Marduk 

Invocation 
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0 Marduk, lord of lands, the mighty ••• •• 

Powe rful , unique , perfect •• ••• 

The exalted hero, who suffers no c hange •• •• • 

The strong one, the king who ••••• 

0 Marduk the illustrious, the great one who ••••• 

The mighty ••••• the illustrations! 

The storm of the weapon, the battle ••.•. 

O •••• • I the perfect ••••• ! 

. ••• • the ~reat ••••• ! 

• •••• Marduk, the l ord ••••• 

0 Mardux, the lord ••• •. 

Lord of the heavens, of mountains and of oceans, 

who •••• • the h ill s ! 

Lord of ••••• and fortresses, who guideth the rivers! 

Who bestoweth corn and grain (?) , who crea t e t h 

wheat a nd barley, wh o r eneweth the g reen herb! 

Who crea teth the handiwork of god a nd goddess ; in 

the midst of thelr • •• •• • art thou ! 

The ruler of the Anunnaki, the di r ec t o r o f the l gigi! 

The wi se , the first-born of I a, the c reator of the 

whole of manki nd! 

Thou art lord, a nct like my father a nd my mother among 

the •• • •• art thou! 

Thou art like the Sun- god a l so; their darkness thou 

dost lighten! 
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#4 ~rayer to Marduk - continued 

ln . 36 A cry and a shout of joy • •••• 

ln. 37 Thou guidest him that is in need ••••• 

ln. 38 Their wisdom ••••••• •• 

ln. 39 Lands and distant peoples ••••• 

ln . 40 Thou art compassionate ••••• 

ln. 41 .•. . • I am weak ••••• 

ln. 42 

lines 43 - 58: 

ln. 43 Thou holdest his hand • ••• • 

ln . 44 

At 1. 45 the suppliant makes a formal statement of 
his own name along with that of his father , after which the 
tablet continues broken for several lines, only disconnected 
words having been preserved. When the lines once more become 
connected, we find the suppliant imploring that the life of his 
body may be restored, the disease from which he is suffering 
uelng put down to the influence of magic . ije concludes a des
cription of his symptoms with the words: ''My powers and my soul 
are bewitched and there ls no righteous declslon!" He there
fore makes a direct appeal to the god in the following words:-

ln. 59 

ln. 60 

ln. 61 

ln . 62 

ln . 63 

Suppl lea ti o n 

0 lorct, at ti. · ~ time stand beside me a nd hearken to 

my cries , give my judgment, make my decision! 

Petition 

The sickness ••••• do thou destroy, and take thou away 

the disease of my body! 

O my god (and) goddess, judge ye mankind, and possess me! 

By the command of thy mouth may there never approach 

anything evil, the magic of the sorcerer and 

of the sorceress! 

May there never approach me the poisons of the evil •• •• • 

of men! 



#4 

ln. 64 

ln. 65 

ln. 66 

ln. 67 

ln. 68 

ln . 69 

ln. 70 

ln. 71 

ln. 72 

ln. 73 

ln. 74 

ln. 75 

ln. 76 

ln. 77 

ln. 78 
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Prayer to Marduk - continued 

May there never approach the evils of dreams, of 

powers (and) portents of heaven and of earth! 

Never may the evil of the portent of city and land 

overtake me! 

In spite of the evil mouth, the evil tongue of men 

in thy sight let me be perfect! 

Let nothing evil ever restrain the plant of the god 

of joy that is placed upon my neck! 

The evil curse, the mouth that is unfavourable let 

it cast aside! 

Like alabaster let my light shine, let me never 

have affliction! 

Like lapis-lazuli may my life be precious in thy 

sight, let it establish mercy! 

Like gold, 0 my god and my goddess, may prosperity 

be with me! 

In the mouth of the peoples may I be blessed! 

Like a seal may my sins be torn away! 

May the evil curse, that is unfavourable, never 

draw nigh, may it never be oppressive! 

Befo re thee may my name and posterity prosper! 

~ay the plants and ••••• that are set before thee 

loosen rr.y sin! 

Never may there approach me the wrath or anger of 

the god, 

With misery, disgrace (and) sin; from the curse 



#4 

ln. 79 

ln. 80 

ln. 81 

ln. 82 

ln. 83 

ln. 84 

ln. 85 

ln. 86 

~n. 87 

ln. 80 

ln. 89 

ln. 90 

ln. 91 

ln. 92 
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Prayer to ~arduk - continued 

May the raising of my hand, the invocation of the 

great gods, give release! 

At thy mighty command let me approach! Command thou life! 

Like heaven may I shine among the enchantments that 

possess J11e! 

Like the earth may I be bright in the midst of spells 

that are not good! 

Like the heart of heaven may I be bri~ht; nay the power 

of ~Y sins be destroyed! 

May the bihu-wood purify me,may the •• • .• plant deliver 

me, may the ukuru-wood remove my si n! 

May Marduk' s vessel of purifi cat ion bestow favour! 

May the f l aming censer (?) of the god ••••. make me bright! 

At the comma nd of Ia, king of the Abyss, fat~er of t he 

gods , the Lord of wisdom, 

At the raising of my hand may thy hea rt have rest, 0 

Marduk, the priest of the gr eat gods, the arbiter 

of t he Igigi! 

The word of I a le t me glorify, a nd, 0 queen Damkina , 

l et me have dominion! 

May I thy servant so a nd so, the son of so and so, 

live, l e t me be perfect, 

Let me revere thy dignity, and let me bow in humility 

before thee! 

Vow 

O my god, let me revere thy power! 



#4 

ln. 93 

ln . 94 
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Pra yer to Marduk - continued 

0 my goddess, let me tell of thy greatness! 

And may I the priest, thy servant, bow in humility 

before thee! 



#4 

vs . 59 

transliteration 

Hebrew cognate 
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Supplication "hear my supplication" 

simi qaba 

· 1~~ °(Nl 

Grammatical Elements imperative verb (i.e. "to hear"), noun+ 

suffix 

l?salm Parallels Pss. 142:7, 142:7a, 61:2, 17:la, 17:6, 

28:2a. 

vs. 91 Vow "I shall praise Your holiness" 

transliteration lustam mar ilutka 

Hebrew cognate (AG~ j\ ;n lie 

Grammatical Elements imperfect 1 person verb of publicity, 

noun + suff lx 

Pc;;alm Parallels Pss . 9:2, 9:15, 26:7, 73 : 28 , 20:6 . 
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#5 A Prayer to Sibziana 

ln. 1 

l n . 2 

ln. 3 

ln . 4 

ln . 5 

l n. 6 

ln. 7 

ln. 8 

ln. 9 

ln. 10 

ln. 11 

ln, 12 

ln . 13 

ln. 14 

ln. 15 

ln. 1 6 

ln. 1 7 

ln. 18 

ln . 19 

ln. 20 

Invocation 

0 Sibziana ••••• 

Thou that changest the •• • • • 

In the heavens ••••• 

They bow down before thee ••••• 

The great gods beseech thee and • ••• • 

Without thee Anu •• ••• 

Bil the arbiter ••••• 

Ramman the prince of heaven a nd earth • ••• • 

At thy command mankind was name d! 

Give thou the word and with thee let the g reat 

gods sta nd! 

Complai nt 

Give thou my judgement, make my dec!sion! 

I, thy servant , Assurbanipal, the so~ of his god, 

Whose god is Assur, whose goddess is Assuritu, 

In the evil of · he eclipse of the moon which i n the 

month (space) o n the day (space) has taken p l ace , 

In the evil o f the powers, of the portents, evil and 

not good , 

Which are in my palace and my land, 

Beca use of the evi l magic , the disease that is not 

good , the iniquity, 

The transgression, the sin that is in my -~ody • • • •• , 

[Because of ] the evil spectre that ls bound to me and ••••• , 

Have petitio~ed thee, I ha ve glor ified thee! 



#5 

ln. 21 

ln. 22 

ln. 23 

ln. 24 

ln. 25 

ln. 26 

ln. 27 
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A Prayer to Sibziana - continued 

Supplication 

The raising of my hand accept! Hearken to my prayer! 

Petition 

Free me from my bewitchment! Loosen my sin! 

Let there be torn away whatsoever evil may come to 

cut off my life! 

May the favourable sidu be ever at my hea d! 

May the g od, the goddess of mankind grant me favour! 

At thy command let me live! 

Vow 

Let me bow down and extol thy greatness! 



#5 

vs. 21 

transliteration 

Hebrew cognate 

114 

Supplication "hear my prayer" 

simi tasll ti 

· .Ai~A -rwe 

Grammatical Elements imperative verb i.e. "to hear" 

Psalr.i Parallels 

vs. 27 

transliteration 

Hebrew cognate 

noun i . e. "my prayer" + Ruffix 

Pss. 142:7, 142:7a, 61:2, 17:la, 17:6, 28:2a 

Vow "I Rhall recall Your ~reatness" 

Narbika lusapi 

?..AJl1 t' ;>)~0/c. 

Grar.imatical Element ir.iperfect 1 person verb of publicity 

noun (nivine Qual ity) + suffix 

Psalm Parallels Pss. 9:2, 9:15, 26:7, 73:2S, 20:6. 



#6 

ln . 1 

ln. 2 

l n. 3 

ln. 4 

ln . 5 

ln. 6 

ln. 7 

ln. 8 

ln . 9 

ln . 10 

ln. 11 

ln . 12 

ln. 13 

ln . 14 

ln . 15 

l n. 16 

ln. 1 7 

l n . 18 

ln. 19 

Prayer to Nabu 

Invocat i on 

0 h e r o , prince, fir s t-born of Marduk! 

0 prudent ruler, offsprin~ ofZarpanituf 

0 Nabu, Bearer of the tabl et of the rlestiny of the 

gods, Director of Isag ilaf 

Lord of Izida, Shadow o f Borsip pat 

Darlin~ of I a, Giver of life ! 

Prince of 9abylon , Protector of the l ivin~! 

God of the hill of dwellin~, the fortress of the 

nations, the Lord of temples! 

Thy name is •••• • l n the mouth of the peoples, 0 sidu! 

0 son of t he mi~h ty prince Marduk, i n thy nouth i s 

justice ! 

In thy i llustrious name, at the command n~ t hy 

migh ty godhead , 

Petl tlon 

I (so and so) , the s~ · (of so and so), who am smitten 

with disease , thy servant , 

Whom the hand of the d e mon and the breath of the ••• • • 

~ay I live, ~ay I be perfect ••• • . 

Set j ustice in my mouth ! 

• .• •. mercy in ~y heart ! 

Return and be establi shed ! May they command ~ercyt 

~ay my god stand at my right hand! 

May ~Y goddess stand at my left hand ! 

May the favourable sidu, the favourable larnassu ••• • • 

with me ! 
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#6 Prayer to Nabu - continued 

(lines 20- 55 are badly damaged) • • • • 

On the conclusion of the prayer there follows a 
section of four lines containing directions for making of 
certain offerings, and the commencement of an incantation, 
both of which are much broken. On the Revers e of the tab
l et is inscribed the conclusion of a prayer, which may pos
sibly be the continuation of that which commences at the 
end of the Obverse . The sick man, after making a formal 
statement in 1 . 51 of his own name and of that of his father, 
concludes the pra yer with the following petitions: 

ln. 56 At this time ••••• 

ln. 57 I stand before thee •••• • ! 

ln. 58 Good is thy shadow • .••• ! 

ln. 59 May my way be propitious •• • •• ! 

ln . 60 Set a pleasant path for my feet! 

ln . 61 0 l ord, my god , deal graciously with met 

ln. 62 0 lord Nabu, ~Y god , deal graciously with ~e! 

ln. 63 In the night season may my dreams be propitious! 

ln. 64 Mercy, compassion, (and) l ife, 0 sid~, 

Supplication 

ln. 65 Command, gran t • y petition a nd establish me! 

ln. 66 At the command of thy mighty godhead let me live, 

let me have knowlAdge! 

Vow 

ln. 6 7 In the sight of (?) wide-spread peopl es ~ay I 

bow in hu~ility before thee! 



#6 

vs. 65 

transliteration 

Hebrew cognate 

117 

Supplication "hear my supplication" 

qaba sima 

•) ~~ YfJe 

Grammatical Elements imperative verb (i.e. "to hear"), 

noun + suffix 

Psalm Parallels Pss. 142:7, 142:7a, 61:2, 17:la, 17:6, 

28:2a. 

vs. 67 Vow "I shall praise You in a g r eat 

congregation." 

tra nsliteration dalililka ana nisi ludlul 

Hebrew cognate 
~ '") J ,) I) ~ o i;) ll 

Gra mmatical Elements imperfect l person verb of publicity, 

preposition + noun (public gathering) 

Psalm Parallels Pss . 35:19, 57:18, 18:50, 109:30 . 



#7 

ln. 1 

ln. 2 

ln. 3 

ln. 4 

ln. 5 

ln. 6 

ln. 7 

ln. 8 

ln. g 

l n . 10 

l n. 11 

ln. 12 

ln. 13 

ln. 14 

l n. 15 

ln. 16 

Prayer to Istar 

Invocation 

118 

Va l iant !star, darling of the goddesses 

Torch of heaven and earth, splendor of the regions 

Innini, daughter of Sin, child of Ningal 

Twin of bearded shining Samas the hero 

!star , You a re Anu for You rule the heavens 

With Enlil the counselor You direct the inhahited 

l ands 

Primal (Ea a r e you), c r eator of divine rites and 

lustrations 

I n the deep You hold the bonds, the instructions 

of Ea 

Wher ever daMp courses have been bui lt , a foundation 

brick pl aced 

You care for a ll humani ty (lit .: al l endowed with 

speech) as does Samas 

Who is Your rival amoug the i;;ods of heaven? 

Who ls your equal amon~ the underworld divinities? 

You alone end pover t y and establish prosperity in 

the farmsteads of the people 

You brinsi: abott a change in fortune so tha t the 

wretched thrives 

I searched among the gods: To You are prayers offered . 

I sough t among the goddesses: Only You a r e to be 

s upplicat ed . 

Before You stands a genie, behind you a guardian spirit. 



#7 

ln. 17 

ln. 18 

ln. 19 

l n. 20 

ln. 21 

ln. 22 

ln. 23 

ln. 24 

ln. 25 

ln. 26 

l n, 27 

ln . 28 

ln. 29 

ln . 30 

ln . 31 

ln. 33 

ln. 34 

ln. 35 
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Prayer to !star - continued 

At Your right ls Justice , at Your left Good Fortune . 

Serving You are Compliance and Favor . 

Encircling You about are Life a nd Well-being. 

How sweet are pr ayers to You! How nigh Your 

attentive ness! 

Your glance is favourable hearing, Your word, light. 

Supplication 

Pity me !star! Ordain my prosperity. 

Yea, regard me with favor . Accept my prayers. 

Petit ion 

Your path I followed. May my pr osperity e ndure . 

I grasped Your poles . ~ay I have contentment. 

I have borne Your yoke . Grant peace . 

I have anticipated Your wishes. May reconciliation 

come straight to me . 

I have heeded Your splendor. ~ay there be compliance 

and accept: nee . 

I have looked for Your rays. ~ay my face ~learn. 

I have sou~ht out Your dominion. May there be life 

a nd wellbeing. 

Would that I possess the ~ood genie who stands before 

You. 

Would that I possessed the guardian-spirit who 

follows You. 

Speak out so that my word may be heard 

May the word I speak be pleasing just as I speak it 

In joy and g ladness guide me constantly, daily 



#7 

ln. 36 

ln. 36a 

ln. 37 

ln. 38 

ln. 39 

ln. 40 
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Prayer to Istar - continued 

Prolong my days. Grant life. 

Vow 

May I live in health to sing Your praises. 

May I attain whatever I wish 

May the heavens rejoice in You, the deep exult over you 

Praise 

May all the ~ods of the pantheon bless you 

W.ay the great ~ods satisfy your desires. 

Incantation-prayer to Istar. You set up a censer 

with juniper. 

You pour out libation-beer, recite this su- il-la 

praye r thrice and then you prostrate yourself. 



• 

#7 

vs. 23 

transliteration 

Hebrew co~nate 

Grammatical Elenents 

Psalm Parallels 

vs. 36a 

transliteration 

J{cbr~w co~nate 

Psalm Parallel s 

iii 

Supplication - "Accept my prayer" 

le~e unniniya 

•/\d-/\ /\~ 

imparativc vorb, noun + suffix 

Pss. 142:7, 142:7a, 61 :2, 17:la, 17:6, 28:2a. 

Vow "I shall praise Your holiness." 

lustammeilutka 

Pss. 9:2 1 9:15, 26:7, 73:28 , 20:6. 



#8 

l n. 1 

ln . 2 

ln . 3 

ln. 4 

ln. 5 

ln. 6 

ln. 7 

ln. 8 

ln. 9 

ln. 10 

ln. 11 

l n. 12 

ln. 13 

ln. 14 

ln. 15 

ln . 1 6 

ln . 17 

Prayer t o Nirgal 

Invoca tion 

122 

0 rnighty l o rd, hero, first-born of Nu.Nam.Nir! 

Prince of the Anunnaki, lord of the battle! 

Offspring of Ku.Tu.Sar the mighty queen! 

0 Nirgal, strong one of the gods, the darling of 

Nin . Min.Nat 

Tho u treadest in the bright hea vens, lofty is thy 

place! 

Thou a rt exalted in the Under-world and art the 

benefactor of i t s ••• • . 

With I a a mong the multitude of the god s inscribe 

thy counsel! 

Wi th Si~ in the heavens thou seekest al l th ings ! 

And Bi l thy father has g ranted thee that the black

headect race, a ll livin~ crea ture s , 

The cattle of Nirgal, created things, thy hand 

should rule! 

Complaint 

I (so and so), the son (of so a nd so) am thy servant! 

Th e .• •.. of god a nd goddess a re laid upon me! 

Uprooting a n d destruction a re in my h o use ! 

Since thou art benef i cent, I have turned to thy 

divinity! 

Since thou art compassi o nate, ! have sou~ht for thee! 

Si nce t h o u art pitiful, I have beheld ••••• ! 



=S 

ln. 18 

ln. 19 

ln. 20 

ln. 21 

ln . 22 

ln. 23 

ln. 24 

123 

Prayer to Nirgal - continued 

Since thou art merciful, I have taken my s tand 

before thee! 

Supplication 

Truly pity me and hearken to my cries! 

Pe ti ti on 

~ay thine angry heart have rest! 

Loosen my sin, my offence ••• • • 

0 god a nd angry goddess • • • •• 

Yow 

Let me talk of thy greatness, let me bow in humility 

before thee! 



'I s 

v s . 16 

transliteration 

liebrsw co~nate 

12 4 

Supplicati on "hear my supplication" 

simi q a ba 

' ')~1 ~ YN e 

Grammatica l El a ments ir.1psrative verb, i.e. "to hear," noun+ 

suffix 

Psalm Parall3ls 

vs. 24 

transliter ation 

Hebrew CO'Inate 

Pss. 142:7, 142:7a, 61:2 , 17:la, 17:6, 

28:2a. 

Vow "I shall r ecall Yo ur greatness, I 

wJll praise Your praises." 

narbika lusapi 

Gr ammatical El ements noun (Divine quality) + suffix., imperfect 

1 p9rson v~rb of publicity . 

Psalm Parallsls P~s. 9:2, 9 :15, 26:7, 73:28, 20:6 . 
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