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Realizing the importance of the Takkanot ·as a document of 
• • . 

Jewish history, Dr . Marcus has honored me .with the duty of pre-

paring this translation and commentir1g upon it as my rabbinical 

thesis . To him I ove much thanks for his friendly assistance and 

his willingness to be of help at all times . The linguistic pe~ 

culiarities of the document have made the task a difficult one , 
• 

and the burden of t r anslating and clarifying the small but important 

i ntroductory an4 concluding sections was in no small measure light

ened by the generous assistance which I received from Mrs . Chas . E. 

Smith of the Library of the University of Cincinnati • 
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ii. 
• 

INTRODUCTION 

Not much is known of the first Ashkenazim who settled in Amster-. 
• 

dam. The 1618 burial register of the Sephardic congregation reveals 

in its number several 11 'l'edescos , '' - -Tet1tonic Jews . In later decades , 

however, the ravages o~ the Thirty Year ' s War (1618- 1648) brought 

others to seek refuge in Amsterdam . On Yom Kippur of 5396 (1635) --

another source says Rosh Hashanah- -the first synagogue service was 

conducted by Ansel Rood . The Sephardic community was very helpful 

and , for this occasion , they lent out two Scrolls . A congregation 

was not organized until the year 1635 . In these years , the German 

group grew rapidly and in 1640 , 120 Ashkenazim banded together into 

a Kehillah organization and took as their first rabbi Moses Vi eile-

sometimes spelled WahJ --o!' Prague , who served the comn1unity until 

1643 . In 1639 they built their 0 1n synagogue , which was later re 

placed by another . In that same year , 1642 , they purchased a plot 

of ground in Muiderberg on the Zuider Zee , about twelve miles from 

Amsterdam, which was to serve and still serves as the~ communal cem-

etery. Their second rabbi was Isaac ben Joshua of Emmerich , who was 

s ucceeded by his brother Abraham ben Joshua of orms (died 1678) . 

The Chmielnicki persecutions in 1648 brought refugees from Po

land and during the years 1654 and 1655 the nwnbers of those who 

sought refuge in Amsterdsm·were increased by the pogroms in Lithu

ania . These organized themselves into an independent Polish commu-

nity , which was aided by the Sephardim. These new imm1grants were 

not able , however , to establish pleasant relationships with the old

er Ashkenazic group and in 1660 they bought their own burial groW1dS 

near that of' the Ashkenazim and employed as their rabbi Judah Loeb 



iii . 
• 

• 

b . Solomon of Wilna. The magistrates refused to tolerate this divi

sion within the general ·Ashkenazi.c group and , in 1673, arranged to 
• 

unite them wider the same leadership, whereupon the Wilna rabbi went 

to Rotterdam, where he became chief rabbi. 

Since 1667, the German group had been led by Rabbi Isaac b . Sim-
• 

eon, who , the year before, brought the news concerning the Messiah 

(Sabbetai ~ebi) to Jair Bachrach in Worms . It was during his term 

of office, on the first eve of Passover , 1671, that the Great Syna-
• 

gogue was consecrated . It was designed by the famous architect Dan-

iel Stalpert and it cost 33 , 000 gulden ($13,000), a considerable 

sum of money for those days . This display of wealth is not indica

tive of the economic situation of the community , for , by contrast to 

its sister community, the Ashkenazic was poor and frequently found it 

necessary to seek aid from the municipal magistrates . 

• 

During his war with the Dutch , the soldiers of Louis XIV encamped 

on the road to the cemetery in Muiderberg and the authorities gave the 

Jews another plot of ground within the city limits. ~his was the cem

etery at Zeeburg, which was used as one of the places of Jewish burial 

for the Ashkenazic co1nmuni ty until recent times. Here more than nine

ty persons were buried from 16?2-1674, among v1hom was the Chief Rabbi 

Isaac Declcingen (died 1672). 

His successor , the cabalist Meir Stern of Fulda , one of a group 

of men who prepared a Judeo- German translation of the Bible , was ap

pointed chief rabbi in 1677. He was later called to Cracow and , in 

1680, was succeeded by David Lida, the former rabbi of ayence . Af

ter a dispute with Nisan b . Judah Loeb , the brother-in-l a~ of R. Wolf , 

the chief rabbi in Berlin , he left Amsterdam and. later gained the dis -
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approval of the Ashkena zic authorities because of his alleged affi-
• 

liations with. Sabbethaism. But . the Council of the Four Lands came to 
' 

his defense and reinstituted him in the graces of the congregation 
. 

and so he continued as rabbi of the German congregation for three 

years. His contract, however, was not rene\ved, whereupon he left the 

city and went to Lemberg, where he died in 1696. 

Moses Judah ben Kalonymus, called ''Rabbi Leib Hari.f~' succeeded 
• 

Lida. During his term of office, riots occurred to disturb the peace 

of the Jews. These were soon quelled by the authorities, however. 

His successor was to have been Saul of Cracow but the latter died 

while on his way to asswne his charge. His son Aryeh Loeb, however, 

was years later destined to take the position that his father was . not 

able to occupy. Meanwhile, Judah Loeb b. Anschel, the chief rabbi of 

Rotterdam, conducted the affairs of the office. He was assisted by 

three associates: Josef ben Reuben Judah Cohen, Isaac ben Solomon of 

Zamosc.,, and Pinchas Selig b. Moses of Posen. This period of associ

ate rabbis soon ended when, in 1708, Aryeh Judah Kalisch was elected 

chief rabbi. But bickerings within the congregation had its effect 

upon him and he died a year later. 

The community elected as his successor the already well-known 

Chacham ~ebi (~ebi Hirsch b. Jacob Ashkenazi) as chief rabbi. By 

bis outspoken opposition to the Sabbethaism of Nehemia Cbiyya Chay

yun, who had come to Amsterdam during his period of office, he gain-

ed the disfavor of the Parnasim of his own community as well as that 

of the Portuguese Parnasim, and so, with the municipal magistrates 

and the authorities of the leading Netherland universities against 

him, he wa~ forced to leave .Amsterdam. Af'ter some travelling , he 



v . 
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finally landed in Lemberg, 'here he served as rabbi for a short time . 

He died there in 1718 . • • 

• 
• 

The differences within the community , however , continued and the 

civil officers denied the Parnasim the permission to elect a chief 

rabbi . In the interim, the Dayyanim , Moses Frankfurt , Joseph Dayyan 
• 

( both well known as the proprietors of publishing houses) , and Isaac 

of Zamosc took over the rabbinic duties . Finally , the magistrates 

granted permission for the election of a rabbi and Rabbi Abraham Ju

dah Berlin, of Halberstadt , became rabbi (1717) . During bis period 

of office, peace was again restored in the co1i11r1unity . However , after 

hie death in 1730 , the strife began again in such a manner that the 

municipal officials had to step in and , five years later, had to make 
' 

the choice of the three proposed chief rabbis . As a result, Eleazar 

of Brody \"was elected and this event was itmnortalized by having a medal 

struck in his honor . The community did not enjoy his leadership for 

long, for Jerusalem held greater attractions 

He died in Sa.fed in 1741 .# ent . 

for him and thither he 

.. 

This same Eleazar of Brody was the rabbi of the Ashkenazic con1rnt1-

nity at the time when these ordinances were written. His place as 

an authority within the comrm.mity was definitely limited by the rules 

set forth by the Parnasim. The duties of his office were mostly con-
. 

# This di
0

sc'ussion is based on material found in articles from 
two encyclopedias . The one is the article ''Amsterdam'• in the Jewish 
~nczclo12ed.1a , section II , ''The Ashkenazim until 1795, 11 pp . 540f:f ., 
written by Sigmund Seeligman , Rabbi in Amsterdam , Holland . The se-
cond is taken from the Encxclonedia Judaica , Vol . 2 , pp . 725ff . , 
article ''Amsterdam , '' sectfon-II , ''Die Aschkenazimbis 1795 . '' 

• 
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nected with ritual matters and with the field of education . The Par-

nasim, who were the wealthy Jev1s of the cotmnun1 ty , ruled with a high 
• 

• 

hand . Their power was almost absolute . They respected the will of 

the past officers and consulted them on different occasions . The 

or dinary member of the commw1ity was bound by the rulings imposed by 
. 

the Parnasim, whose decisions were approved by the magistrates~ This 

constitution is written as result of a controversy between the Par

nasim and the members of the Kehillah. As was usually the case , the 

magistrates , in order to make things easier for themselves , let the 

administration of the affairs of the co1rm1uni ty in the hands of the 

Parnasim and, in this case , they were declared to be men of unblem-

ished character . 

The spiritual head ·of' the connnunity was the Gaon Ab Beth Din- -

the rabbi . The affairs of administration, however , were in the hands 

of the lay leaders : six Parnasim and one Gabai Zedakah, v1ho were drawn 

from among the wealthy and prominent members of the cormnunity . They 

constituted the Kahal , which supervised the affairs of the entire com

munal organization. The Gabai Zedakah had general supervision over 

all charitable matters . In addition to the members of the Kahal , the 

Gabai Bikkur Cholim--the hospital officer--was also of high and im

portant rank . Each synagogue and each charitable organization--of 

which there were seven- -had its own Gabai Zedakah. 

The con1111uni ty was large enough , at this time , to possess four 

synagogue buildings : the Great Synagogue , the Second, the New , and 

the Small . Each synagogue bad its own beadle and cantor . The Great 

Synagogue , however , had three cantors and a number of beadles . The 

official doc11ments pertaining to synagogue and comn1unal life were 
• 
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signed and sealed by the communal notaries . In charge of the meat-
• 

market , a Kebillah project, were the Hall Gabaim; whose function 
• 

was to care for market finances and the supervision of the employ-
• 

ees of the market , such as the butchers , slaughterers, and the like . 

Among the other employees of the Xehillah were the Dayyanim of the 

Beth Din , barbers , apothecaries, bookkeepers , and collectors . There 

were also a number of instructors who took care of the education of 

the boys . The children were taught in the Talmud Torah and the 

adults had a group called the Lomde Torah. A regular Beth ha- Mid

rash was not instituted until 1740 . 

The communal coffers were filled by money paid as fines for mis 

demeanors and violations of the law , as rent for the pews , as pledges 

for synagogue honors , as fee for initiation as member of the Kehil

l ah , and as payment for cemetery plots . 

The older Sephardic community was regarded with respect by the 

Ashkenazim Sld by the municipal government as being a socially su

perior group . The two communities held somewhat aloof from each 

other but the Sephardim, on occasion , would make friendly overtures 

to the Ashkenazic group . The government allowed these groups to 

govern themselves and stepped in only to settle controversies . The 

Jewish people held the municipal authorities in high esteem. No 

doubt , they appreciated the comparative freedom that was theirs 

after years of persecution and pogroms . 

The social needs of the community were taken care of by well 

organized social service groups , among vhich was a group of grave-

diggers, the Bikkur Cholim, an organization in charge of the build

ings of the connnunity , a cemetery conunittee, and a burial society • 
• 
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The 102 articles of the constitution are written in a clear 

Judeo-German, the language of the · Ashken~zim, with fre uent Hebrew 
• 

idioms. Their lucidity and logical arrangement can perhaps be at

tributed to the general literary trends of the age. In a background 

consisting of the logical thinking of a Spinoza and a Luzzato, such 

clarity is not surprising. The title page declares that the Takkanot 

were written at the behest of the leaders and officers of the conn11u-

nity. Following this is an article, written in Hebrew, setting forth 

the purpose behind recording the Takkanot, viz ., to acquaint the 

reade1~ with the ad.mini str·ation of conn11unal s.nd synagogal a.ff airs so 

that he will not be led to the violation of the law through ignorance . 

Before the Takkanot prope1·, there are five pre:Uatory art~icles and a 

public announcement signed by tv;o officers of the municipal gove1.,muent. 

These are written in a Judeo-German heavily mixed with idiomatic and 

legal Dutch expressions peculiar• to this period . These Dutch expres

sions, too, are tainted with Yiddishisms . To cite one example : The 

expression l • l!>,N l 1 t • l >1f!>is the equivalent of the German gegen

wartig, which, in Dutch, is tegenwoordig . The Dutch express ions are, 

in places, explained in bracl<:ets in either Ger1nan or Hebrev1 . An 

example of this is the following: • 
ll117'~ 1•iN i~ explained as the 

Hebrev1 i~n • In one inst ance, even the French decharge--unburden--

is used; in another , the Latin Eraesentib~s . At the end of the 

document proper, there is another section addressed to the burgo-

masters and to the aldermen of Amsterdam also written in this style . 

It is difficult to say how the Pieter Elioz, the government 

secretary who signed these articles and proclamation, Master Le Steven, 

• 
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• 

ix. • 

• 

Jr ., the notary who countersigned , and Pieter Hapt, wbo signed the 

concluding articles, happened to use such .Judeo-Ger111an expressions 
• 

in tbeil' writing. On the other hand, these may have been writter1 
. 

by a Jewish scribe and only signed by these government officials . 

The bracketed explanations of words are s urel'jr not written i ·n by 

Hapt, Elioz, end LeSteven, but are inserted by the Jewish Scribe. 

Thus the Takkanot reveal the inner lif.e of the Ashkenazic coo-

munity at a time which inaugurated a period of peace and of great 

economic productivity . Legally, the position of the Kehillah was 

quite strong, for it had the protection of the civil government • 
. 

The Ashkenazim lived a simpler life than did their Sephardic 

brethrer1. A great n1any of them were, no doubt , petty tracler·s but 

by dint of hard struggle they later gained positions of eminence 

and wealth. At the end of the eighteenth century , their nuinber 

was far greater than that of the Sephardin1. 

Despite the autocratic ways of the Parnas1m , the spirit of the 

Kehillah and its leaders was one of genuine piety and"' all that was 

ruled and done was done in the service of God . The poor were never 

forgotten and Torah and the moral life were always held supreme • 
• 

• 

The Takkanot are , in truth, a monument of Jewish religiosity tempered 

happily with political and s ocia.l wisdom. They aimed at the social 

good and sought to unite the community into a well-organized unit . 

True , the Parnasim had much power , but one is inclined to believe 

that the constitution is an honest attempt at democratic autonomy . 

Their policy towards the government was one of profound respect and 

those who committed crimes punishable by the munici pal authorities 

were looke~ down upon and were deprived of certain privileges . The 

• 
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• 

community prospered because the leaders were able and high-minded and 
• 

because they followed a policy of · cautio~ and far-sightedness. Doubt-

less, political and economic circumstances also worked in favor of 

their prosperity; but these could have had little permanent effect 

had the community not been under v1ise guidance. 
• 

.. 
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The Ordinances 
. 

of the Kehillah1 • of the Holy Kaha1
2

• of the Ashkenazim . 
• 

which is in Amster•dam, 
3. 

may God establish it on high, Amen; 

printed . 

at the command of 
4. 

the Alufim, Ke;inin1, 

Parnasim, and Gaba-e Zedakah, 

may their Rock and Redeemer preserve 

June 11, 173'7,
6

• 

Amsterdam 

in the publishing house of 

5. them, 

the Master Abraham, son of the 
'7. 

worthy scholar Raphael Hezekiah Athias, 

of blessed memory • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Pref' ace 
• 

• . . 
The ordinances of the Kehillah, which were ordained by the 

Alufim, Ke~inim, Gaba-e Zedakah, the leaders of' the holy congregation, 
• 

who are named at the end of this book of ordinances, which are made 

with the authority of' the 
a. 

government and are also confirmed by the. 

govermnent, may its glory 
9. 

be exalted. When the eye of the reader 
• 

shall see the beginning of the matter , when he commences to read the 

Takkanot, he
10

• shall find delicacies for his soul, to know all the 

matters and needs of our Kehillah and the matters of administration 

of the synagogue. Nothing is lacking. And from now on, each man 

l i 11. 1 12. shall come to his p ace n peace, to become zea ous and mindful, 

that he shall not transgress--God forbidt--upon a matter, nor upon 

half a matter, of such that was written to be prescribed by the 

officers of the city. There shall be no partiality in anything. 

May the hearer
13

• dwell in security and in quiet, like a green olive 

tree. And may the Lord bless His people with peace.14 • Amen • 

• 
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An Importa,nt Annot1ncement 
• • 

That the ordinances be not ·consider~d the right and orig-

inal ordinances ·of the Kahal, unless these same ordinance books 

have the seal of the Kazin and the Gabai Zedakah set thereto . 15 • • 
• Should .a person be found having such an ordinance book wherein the 

seal of the above is not to be found , it is void and invalid . He 

with whom such is found, 
16. pay a fine to charity 

• 

e . g., the purchaser thereof , shal1 have to 
l '7. amounting to ten gulden for every book • 

The apprehender shall receive a proper gift from the Kahal such as 

the situation demands • 

• 

.. 

• 



• 

- 4 -
• 

EXTRACT FROM THE TENTH LARGE MEMORIAL 'BOOK, 

FOLIO 115, FROM THE SHELVES18 • OF THE OFFICE19 • 

OF 'THE CITY AMSTERDAM: 20• 
. 

• 

The 21 • 
Burgomasters and the Aldermen of the city of Amster-

22. 
dam have exam'l.ned the points of difference between the Parnasim 

• 

23. 
and several of the members of the High German 

24. 
Jewish eo1mnnnity 

• to be found here. They have received the report of the rabbis and 
25. 

the Parnasim of the Portuguese Jewish connnunity, of whom the 
26 . . 27. 

worthy officers demanded a close investigation (of the dispute). 

The worthy officers have found it to be good end agree that the said 
• 

Parnasim are in the right, and therefore consented to the proclamation 

of this fact by a city messenger to the community at its session on 

the tenth of this month. It is to be registered at the end of this 

(statement), viz.: 
it 

That the worthy officers recognize the said Parnasim to 

be pious persons and of no 111 repute. 

The worthy officers understand28 • this to be fo~ the main

tenance of peace29 • and good order30 • in the said con1nuni ty and there

fore do ordain the following: 
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I. That the present31·Parnasim shall have an orderly and 

precise book of the capital and effects -which the connnunity ad.min-
• 

1sters32 • made 
33. 

and kept by a competent bookkeeper. (The book 

shall contain) also the obligations which the community has. (It 

shall be kept ) 34. 35. 
in such a manner that the precise state of 

affairs and balance will be able to be determined, in order to fa-

1 
36. ci itate the task of the Parnasim who are to administer the af-

fairs in the future. 

37. 
II. That the present Parnasim shall elect their succes-

38. 38a. sors at the customary time in such manner as has been the case 
39. 

up until now. The election following 
40. 

that of the year 1736 shall 

take place in the presence of all the past Parnasim and Gaba-e 

41. ( ) Zedakah, in order, thereby, to remove the possibilities of sus-
42. 42a. 

picion with regard to the election. 

43. 
III. That the present Gabaim of the Hall, viz., Juzlen 

~. R. Elkanafil Levi and Abraham [2atl Zadok,44 • shall rema1.n in their 
45. 

respective offices until the year 1736 when the Parnasim shall 
46. elect two new Gabaim in addition to the latter, who, besides them, 

shall take care of the affairs of the Hall. Yearly, the two oldest 

in point of service shall give up their respective offices. 

IV. After the election of the year 1736, the present or

dinances of the Kehillah shall be examined by all the Parnasim, the 

past Parnasim, and the Gaba-e Zedakah, in order to confirm the same, 

to limit;7 • or to ampl1fy48 ·--all with the approval of the worthy 
48a. municipal officers • 

• 
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v. And finally, it is ordained and made clear by the worthy 

municipal officers that each person of the community shall have to 
• 

comply viith the pr·esent regulations until these regulations shall 

either be confirmed or altered. For the time being, the Farnasim 

shall continue to govern the connnunity in accordance with these 

(regulations) with such prec1sion49 • and care as may be expected50 • 
51 . 

of pious and peaceful Parnasim and inhabitants of this city. 

find to be disorderly 

and 

All those whom the officers shall 
52 . inclined to strife shall be p•mished according to those or-

54. 53. dinances or in such a manner as is found suitable by the worthy 

municipal officers from their experience55 • in maintaininf' · quiet and 

peace in the community. The worthy municipal officers have ordained 

that this be registered in the (city) office . 57 • Act of the 9th of 

June, 1735. 

FOLLO~ING IS THE PROCLAMATIOI-i
58 

• 

The burgomasters and aldermen of the city of Amsterdam, 
• 

having 
59. learned with regret that several controversies had arisen 

in the High German co1ror•unity with reference to60 • the impositions 

of the Parnasim, had the matter investigated by the burgomasters . 
61 . Therefore , the burgomasters have issued the statement 

saying that they have not found anything of blame with reference to 

the said Parnasim and recognize them to be pious and blameless per

sons . Act of the 9th of June , 1735 . 

In the presence62 • of all the Messrs . Burgomasters and 

it 63 • th t w nessed by me , e secre ary. Signed ••• 

Pieter Elioz64 • 
• 
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This was proclaimed on Friday the 10th of June , 1735 , in 
• 

66 . messenger in the 
• 65 . 

the evening at seven o ' clock by the city 
67 . 

s ynagogues of the High German Jewish conm1unity • 
• 

Signed ••• 

Master Le Steven , Jr . 68 • 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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THE ORDINANCES OF THE KEHILLAH 
• 

I. The matters . of administration ·Of the Kehillah and all its 
• 

needs, the synagogues, the distribution of charity, and all that 

depends upon these, shall be administered by the Kahal, which consists 

of six Parnasim and the Ga.bai Zedakah. 69 • The said Gabai Zedakah, at 

the end of one y~ar, shall serve the following year as Gabai Bikkur 

Cholim.70 • The administration of his office is to be regulated in 

the following manner. He (the Gabai Bikkur Cholim) makes assignments, 
• 

\S 
through the Gabai Zedakah,Ato give to the sick such meat, chicken, or 

money, as the need requires. The said Gaba! Bikkur Cholim shall make 

his assignments in the assembly of the Parnasim and here his actions 

are to be confi~med. He may or may not, at his will, cane to the 

Kahal meetings, since he has no vote in the Kahal. Should a Parnas 

or the Gabai Zedakah absent himself, then the Gabai Bikkur Cholim 

shall fill his place, and at that time he has the right to vote as 

though he were one of them. 
• 

II. No matter that involves specifically the distribution of 

Kehillah funds shall be acted upon unless it be by resolution of the 

Parnasim and the Gabai Zedaka.h, and by a majority vote. But perm1•~ 

sion is given to the Gabai Zedakah, if he finds it necessary, to give 

by his own authority and as he sees fit to the amount of one rix

dollar. Beyond this, up to the amount of six gulden, (the expenditure) 

must be made only with the knowledge and consent of the Parnas of the 
? I . 

month. (An expenditure) of six gulden and above must not be made un-

less it be with the knowledge of all the Pa1't1as1m. Should the Gabai 

Zedakah wish to give more than the fixed amount--which is not accord-
• 

ing to the prescribed procedure--he must pay it out of his own pocket. 
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The Gabai Zedakah must bring bis book to the Kahal at least once 

every month so that 1.t may be s~pervtsed ~y the Pe.rnasim. as 1s .fit. 
72 

• 
• 

. 

III. That no one shall be chosen Gabai Zedakah unless he be al-

ready thirty-two years old. No one shall be chosen Parnas unless he 
7.5. 

has before been Gabai Zedakah and he must be at least 40 years old. 

It shall be firmly established that the Parnas as well aa the Gabai 

shall be 
74. . 

taxed at least fifty Platten. He shall not be considered 

eligible tor election unless he has a pew75 • in the S '16. Great yne.gogue 

recorded in his name in the record book. A Parnaa must have been mar-

ried at least ten years (before assuming his office). He must also 
77. have been a Baal ha-Bayis in our Kebi.llah. A Gabai Zedakah must 

have been married f 1ve years and must have been such length of time a 

Baal ha-Bayis in our Kebillah. A Gabai Zedake.h, two years after his 
78. 

having left the office of Bikkur Cholim, may again be elected to 

the office of Parnas, although be be not yet 40 years of age. 

IV. No one shall be elected Parnas or Gabai Zedakah or to any 

other office involving ooxmnunal service who is accustomed to travel 

outside of the co11ntry, unless he takes it upon himself that for the 

duration of his office he shall no longer continue to travel as 
79. 

before. 

v. No bankrupt or debtor,80 • (even) when he has already obtained 

his complete freedom or place of honor (in the Kehillah), shall be 

allowed to be Parnas or Gabai Zedakah, or shall be allowed to hold 

any other office, or be in the service of the Kahal, whatever that 

service may be. (This is to include), moreover, those who are pWl

ished by the government according to the criminal code.81 • Also all 
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such persons who are 1n arrears in their debts to charity and such who 
• 

do not want to pay may not be elected to 

less his debt to charity is fully paid. 

• • 

any office in the 
82. 

And this shall 

Kahal un-

be publi-

oized to all and announced every year before Rosh Hashanah and read 
• 

in all the synagogues so that every one who knows about the debt shal~ 

correct (his opinion of the man~83 • 
• 

VI. It is the duty of the Gabai Zedakah to bill and demand pay-
• 

ment of all money due to the charity fund and out of this he shall 

make all disbursements with rectitude and according to the limitations 

prescribed above in Article II. Every year, on the first night of 

Chol ha-Moed Succoth, he is to present his general account to the 

Alufim and Parnasim and they, 'after finding his account correct, shall 

approve it and endorse it. On the following morning, the beadle of 

the Great Synagogue shall read the acco\1nt of the income and the ex-

penditures. 

in the Room 

The accotnt84 • books 
85. 

of the Kahal. 

of the Gabai Zedakah shall remain 

• 

VII. The election of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah shall 

take place every year on the first night of Chol ha-Moad Succoth86• 

in this manner: The six Parnasim, the ~w~ Gabai Zedakah,87 • and 

the Gaba! Bikkur Cholim shall assemble in the Room of the Kahal. By 

a majority vote of the Parnasim and the Gaba-e Zedakah, a list of 

nominees shall be drawn up. Then the Parnasim and the Gaba-e Zedakah 

select from this list all fit persons who are indicated in the memo

randum book of the Kahal and who hold at least twenty Pletten.88• 

The names of all these fit persons shall be ~ritten on ballots and 

placed in the ballot box. Then the Parnas of the month shall draw 
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' • 

twenty-five names of people Who are not closely related,from the 
• 

ballot box. These names that are drawn are to be plac~d in another . 
• • 

looked box. Of th~se, the Parnas of the mont·h is again to draw seven 

names, one after the other, wh1eh are to be ir1nnediately taken indi

vidually by the beadles and brought into the Great Synagogue and placed 

on the Almemor, so that each might write his opinion in Heaven's name.89 • 
qO. 

On the Almemor the nomination list (of seven names) is to lie. Using 
• 

this list of names, each elector91 • is to east his votes for three 

Parnasim and one Gaba1 ·zedakah, who must not merit disqualification 

by reason of close relationship with each other, as above-mentioned • 
. 

Each elector is to bring his list of votes cast, in person, into the 

Room of the Kahal and 1s to place it in a locked box prepared for this 

purpose. Then the Gaon Ab Beth Din
92

• of our Kehillah shall be called 

and when he comes 

the Kahal and the 

there, he shall open 
93. 

seven persons and 

the said box in the presence of 

consider the votes cast. He 

who is found then to have a majority of votes for the office of Parnas 

or of Gabai Zedakah shall be the person elected, i.e., each Parnas for .. 
the duration of two years and each Gabai Zedakah for one year. As for 

the following year, he (the Gabai Zedakah) must serve as Gabai Bikkur 

Cholim as is indicated in Article I.
94

• 

VIII. If it shall be found that two persons have an equal number 

of votes for Parnas or for Gabai Zedakah, then the Parnas of the month 

shall cast lots between the two to see who of the two shall be elected. 

The Parnas of the month shall keep in his custody all the ballots un-
• 

t11 it is certain that the Parnasim and the Gabai who are elected have 

accepted their respective elections to office. No elector may write 

in a vote for himself, whether it be for Parnas or for Gabai Zedakah. 
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If, nevertheless, he should have voted thus, he shall pay a fine to 
• . 

charity to the sum of 75 gulden and h1s vote shall be disqualified 

end he shall not, at that time, be permitted to be Parnas or Gabai 

Zedakah, even though he already has the votes of the other electors. 

IX. The Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah who have been elected 

are required to inform the beadle as to whether they have accepted 

the election to the office of Parnas or of Gabai Zedakah, (as the 

case may be). If one of them declines to accept, then the one who 

was second in point of number of electoral votes shall be chosen in 

bis place. If he, too, declines, then the third in point of number 

of electoral votes shall fill bis place, etc. Both the first ho 

was elected as well as the second, v1ho declined the office, shall 

have to pay a fine to charity, for· declining the office of Parnas, 

300 gulden; and for declining the office of Gabai Zedakah, 200 

gulden. In such manner, also, the Parnasim and Gaba-e Zedakah who 

do not serve out their fixed terms are required to pay the above

mentioned fines. The said fines must be paid within the eight days 

after their declining the respective offices of Parnas or Gabai 

Zedakah. During the time that the fine is not paid, the perso11 in

volved is to be banned from the synagogue.94•· 

x. After the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah are elected, the 

names of the six incwnbent Parnasim shall be placed in a ballot-

box and he whose name is drawn out first shall be the rirst Parnas of 

the month for two monthso And after him, the second, and so on for 

the remainder. The rabbi and the out-gcing Parnasim shall administer 

the oath to the in-coming ne 
g, b • ~a.'T'1'A.~ITI'\ 

three "ai1d the Gabai Z edakah, viz. , 
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that they will discharge the duties of their offices with righteous-
• ness, rectitude , and with the fear of the Lord. 

• 

XI. That no out-going Parnas shall be placed again upon the 

election list until two years have passed since he has been out of 

his office. The Gabai Zedakah shall not (be put up for election) 

until two years have past since he has been Gabai Bikkur Cholim. 

In like manner, be who was elected to the office of Parnas or that 

of Gabai Zedakah and has declined, or he who has left his office in 

the middle of his term, shall not be elected (to office) until after 

two years have elapsed since he has paid his fine. 

XII. A Parnaa shall be present in each of the two synagogues 
95. 

which are near to the Great Synagogue to be in charge there, one 

after the other, in turn, i . e. , at least on the Sabbath, Holy-days , 

and on the other days when the Torah is read. But the Parnas of the 

month, during his two months (as such) , is free of this duty and, in 

the meantime, must be present in the Great Synagogue. That ~arnas 

who is to be present in one of the said two synagogues shall preside 

there over all the matters and needs o~ the synagogue , as is necessary. 

A Parnas whose turn it is to preside in one of the said synagogues who 

does not do so,shall , for each time that he misses a Sabbath, a Holy

day , or any other day on which the Torah is read, pay a fine to charity 

to the amount of two rix-dollar . He shall not be admitted to the ses

sions of the Kahal until he has paid the said fine . But a farnas who 

is past seventy years of age shall be free of all this that is here 

mentioned . 

• 
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-

XIII. The sessions of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah shall 
• • 

take place in the Room of the Kahal. One of the beadles shall in-
• 

form the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah, at the order of the Parnas 

of the month, on which day and at which time they are to assemble. 

Each time that a Parnas fails to come at the stated time, he must 

pay to charity as a fine such amount as the Parnas of the month in

dicates to the group. But if he is able to furnish a good excuse 

and proper reason for h~s not having been able to attend at that 

time , he shall be free of paying the fine . 

XIV. Should the Kahal group not be in full attendance, then 

• 

the Gabai Bikkur Cholim shall have a vote in the stead of the Parnas 

or Gaba1 who is absent, as is indicated in Article I. If more than 

one should be missing and something of importance is on the agenda for 

the meeting, then three Parnasim of the past year shall be sent for, 
96. 

and according to lot . Should these , wit h good reason or because of 

inclination , not come , then the Psrnasim of the year before last shall 

be summoned . All those who are summoned in the manner indicated to 

the assembly of the Kahal and do not come , without having a good ex

cuse , are required to pay fine to charity so much as the beadle has 

been informed by the Parnas of the month to take as fine . 

XY . Only the Parnas of the month shall set forth or introduce 

the things that are to take place at the meeting of the Parnasim and 

no other Parnas or Gabai . But if a Parnas or Gabai has something 

special to set forth, he shall inform the Parnas of the month , who , 

if he finds such to be good for the organization , shall offer it (up 

for discussion) . · Each Parnas and Gabai Zedakah is required to ex-
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press an op1r1ion on everything introduced and proposed by the Parnas 

of the month. And he· may not leave the Roon1 of the Kahal until he 
• 

97. 
has expressed his opinion, i.e. unless he receives the permission 

or the Parnas of the month (to leave). Also all that which is con

cluded and resolved by a majority of votes must be subscribed to by 

all, even by that person who was not incli11ed to that (action). That 

Parnas or Gabai who violates one of these rulings shall pay £1ne to 

charity the amount of twenty rix-dollar. 

XVI. 
98. 

Gabaim, 

All elections to other offices, such as that of Hall 

Cha than 

collectors, Gabaim of other synagogues and charities,99 • 
100. 

Torah, and Chathan B'reshith, shall be done in full ses-

eion of the Kahal, by a majority vote. The Chathan Torah and B're

shith are elected on the first night of Chol ha-Moed Succoth before 

the election of the Parnasim, and the other Gabaim mentioned in this 

Article are to be elected on Hoahanah Rabbah in the evening as indi-
101. 

cated above. 
.. 

XVII. The Chathan Torah and the Cha than B' resbi th, who are 

elected by the Kahal as indicated above, are to sit Simchath Torah 

and Shabath B1 resh1th in their specified places102 • in the synagogue 

as is customary. The Chathan Torah and the Chathan B1reshith must 

each pledge, in the Great Synagogue on S1mchath Torah, to each charity 

one rix-dollar, which all together amounts to seven rix-dollar. On 

Shabbath B'reshith each one of them must pledge to each charity one 
103. 

fourth of a rix-dollar. In the other synagogues, each one of them 

must pledge, on Simchath Torah, one halt a rix-dollar to each charity 

ot the seven.104• On Shabbath B1 reshith, they must give to each charity 

one sh11J1ng. He who declines to become Chathan Torah or Chathan 
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' 
hi h h d. 1 hi l . 105. B res t or w o . oes not. wish to st in s proper pace, as 

• • 

indicated above, in the Great Synagogue· shall pay. -a fine to charity 

amounting to fifty gulden, and those of the other synagogues shall 
• 

pay twenty five gulden, which fine must be paid within eight days 

after the election. 

XVIII. All Yech1d1m105a. and Toshbim106 • of .our Kehillah are 

reqUired to pay Platten Ma-oth107 • every year before Passover. For 
• 

each Plett they shall pay as much as the Parnas1m and the Gabai 

Zedakah find,. by a majority vote, to be suitable. The estimating of 

how many Pletten each individual and Toshab is to be taxed must be 

done by the six Parnas1m, the Gabai Zedakah, and the Gaba1 Bikkur 
• 

Cbolim, to which group there are to be added seven proper persons 

Who are not subject to disqualification by being close relatives. 

These fifteen persons108 • shall make a ruling as to the said estim

ation by a majority vote and shall subscribe to all that has been 

resolved. However, of the said seven persons, two shall be r.equired 

to be assessed, each, at least one hundred Platten; two of them less 
• 

than a hundred, i.e., at least sixty Pletten; and three of them less 

109. 1 than six but at least thirty Platten. The said assessment sha 1 

take place every four years in the manner above-mentioned. The new 

assessment shall take place after Chanukkah, 1738, may it come upon 

d 
110. 

us for goo , because the last assessment made will have come to 

an end by that time • 
• 

XIX. That should the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah find it 

good, depending upon the needs of the hour, to impose Pletten Ma-oth 

once again, permission is given them, but with the proviso that tbis 

• 

; 
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• 

• 

must take place only with the knowledge and assent of all the past 
• . 

Parnasim and Gaba-e Zedakah, i . e . , with a majority vote of all the 

officers and past Parnasim and Gaba-e Zedakah who happen to be at 

that time in the Room of the Kahal . Furthermore , the incumbent Par

nasim and Gabai shall by themselves , 1 . e ., without any additions (to 

the group) such as the past officers, by majority vote , impose tax 

• 

upon each individual who is registered as a householder in our Ke

billah, and shall designate how many Platten he shall have each year . 111 • 

112 . This shall be regulated only according to the evaluation of the dowry . 

XX h . hi 113. h 114 , T h b 115 . ~ l • T at no Yac d, Oreac , or os a , oi our Kehi -
116. 117 . 

lah may purchase meat other than at our German Hall . Also 

1 d ll . f h t 118 . sa te meat , as we as dry meat , res mea , sausage fat , or 

scraps that are brought from outside here --all these , whether ob

tained by sale or by gift , are definitely forbidden , except that 

tongues are pe1wm.i tted in any manner when it is know11 that they are 
119 . 

Kosher . He who violates one of these rulings , for the f~rst of-

f ense , shall have to pay fifty gulden , whether the violation involve 

either the seller , purchaser , or consumer. That person shall be barred 

f?"Om the synagogue until he has paid in t;ull the said fine . If he com

mits a second offense and should be a househo1der in our Kehillah, then 

he loses his right as member of the Kehillah. If he should be an Ore-
• 

&ch or a Toshab , then he shall not be allowed to derive any benefit or 
120. 

holy things until he pays a fine to charity such as shall be im-

posed upon him by the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah as they see fit 

and as the case merits . Should any person of our Kehillah have slaught -
121 . 

ered for the needs of his house a large domestic animal , he shall 
• 

have to pay for that (offense) three rix-dollar to the Hall Gabai . For 
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122 . 
a small animal, a calf , he shall pay thirty stivers ; for a sheep, 

six etiver~ . That (animal) must be slaughtered by one of the Shochtim 
• 

of our Kehillah. That Shochet shall be paid , for a large animal , 
. 

twelve stivers; for a calf, eight stivers; and for a sheep , six stivers . 

Should the animal be found to be Tref , then the Shochet shall receive 

half of the said amounts . 

• 

XXI . That , outside of the certain specified synagogues , there 

sha.11 be no 1~1nyan held in any manner, especially so , if there is to 

be some sort of Scriptural reading . Even at the ( various) social or

ganizations , (no Minyan is to be held) , because such makes for great 
123 . 

damage to Zedakah and causes a great breach in our Kehillah. How-
• 

ever , @lay we live and not di~ for mourners , during their seven days 

of mourning , the Shacharith and Arvith services may be held , but with

out a Scroll . It shall also be permissible to pray in Minyan at all 

f f u17.vah
124

• 1 h S · d 11 easts o m 7 but w t out cripture rea ing, as we as at the 

final services of the Sabbath and Holy- days at the home of the mourner 

during his twelve months of mourning . And Maariv , too , {may be recited 

in ~iinyan ) at any place . On the Nin th of Ab , a Minyan may be held a.11y-

125 . 
where , even witl1 a Scroll . It is permissible for the rabbi to 

have an early service on a Holy-day which falls on a Sabbath for Orchim 
126 . who do not live here , but without the Scriptural reading. Af'ter 

127 . 
this early service , they need not return to his house for prayer . 

On ordinary week days , definitely, no Minyan shall be held at the home 

of the rabbi , except for the Maariv service in i ts proper time , as 
128 . 

mentioned above . Since no Scriptural reading take ,s place at the 

home of the rabbi on the Sabbath, he shall always receive the Shlishi 
12'f. . 

honor on the Sabbath. He shall also receive the Torah honor on each 
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. 130. 
Holy-day that the Memori~l Service for the dead is recited and on 

• • 
• 

• 

the Day of Atonement, as has been custo~ary . He. who violates the 
• 

rule and, nevertheless, holds Minyan at a time and at a place that is 

not allowed, as above indicated--if this takes place without the Scrip

tural reading, he shall pay fifty gulden to charity for each offense. 

If he holds Minyan with Scriptural reading, he shall pay one hundred 

gulden. Similarly, that person who happens to be present at such a 

Minyan, without just cause , must pay fifty gulden to charity as fine. 

None of these offenders shall be permitted to qome to the synagogue 

until he has paid the stated fine . 

T 1 
131 . XXII. hat no one sha 1 stand up and oppose the Parnasim and 

the Gabai Zedakah, nor refuse stubbornly to obey their regulations • 
. 

Of eourse no one shall undertake anything opposed to the ordinances 

of our Kehillah, nor concoct a plot against the Kahal . or the fund 

for the poor . One shall also not separate himself from the holy con

gregation by setting up a Hall , Mikveh, or synagogue ~ and the like, 

which might lead to damage and loss to charity and to the poor , and 

also to quarrel , strife, and dissension in our Kehillah. He who shows 

himself refractory and violates these , whether all or par~ shall not 

only be regarded as a dissenter in the community but shall also incur 

ld 13la. 1 t d a fine to the sum of one thousand gu en, which s to be u1'!1e 

over to charity , as according to earli er practice . He shall not be 

granted any religious privileges until he has paid the said fine and 

until he has first shown his submission to the Kahal and to the or-

dinances of our Kehille.h . By this shall our holy Kehillah reside in 

peace and in security. Every man shall live peacefully, and love , 
• 

1 brotherhood, and friendship shall dwell among the chosen individuals o 
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article shall be proclaimed publicly every 
132. 

Hashanah in all of the synagogues. 

year eight days before 
• 

• 

XXIII• That each person at the synagogue must conduct himself with 

reverence and humility as is fit and must pray with devotion. He who 

is inclined to speak words of obscenity or intemperateness shall be 

required to leave the synagogue and will not be permitted to return 

to the synagogue until he has paid a fine to charity amounting to six 
• 

rix-dollar. Should his companion respond with shameful and obscene 

words, he, too, must remain outside of the synagogue until he has 

paid a fine of four rix-dollar. If a person should have the impudence 

to smite his companion, he shall be banned from the synagogue until he 

has paid ten rix-dollar, as fine, to charity. Furthermore, he may not 

be called to honors in connection with the Scripture reading for a 

month. Similarly, his companion, who defends himself and returns the 

blow, shall, also,be banned from the synagogue until he pays eight 

rix-dollar to charity, and he shall not receive Torah honors ~or two 

weeks. Similariy, as for women who scold or fight in the synagogue, 

those who begin the quarrel shall be banned from the synagogue for 

two weeks. Those who reciprocate with scolding and fighting may not 

return to the synagogue for eight days. In addition to this, they 

mUBt pay so much fine to charity as the Kahal finds fit. In all the 

said offenses, if the offender furnishes security, the equivalent of 

t~ 

fine, to the Parnas 
133. synagogue. 

of the month, that offender may remain in 

XXIV. That all societies in our Kehillah {!.e., excluding the 

known societies such as the grave-diggers, Talmud Torah, and the 
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like, which have been approved from b efor!J shall be required, from 
• • 

today to six months hence, to come to the Parnasim and the Gabai 
• 

Zedakah so a to be approved and to have their ordinances confir1ned, 

whenever the Kahal finds it fit to do so. Similarly, all societies 

that are newly founded must also obtain the assent of the Kahal and 
• 

its approval within six months after it has been fowided. That society 

that does not do so shall be declared abrogated. From today on, no 

Gaba1, rabbi, or beadle shall be appointed in any society unless he 

be a me1nber and a householder in our Kehillah. Those persons who 

violate this shall have to pay as fine to charity, from their pockets, 

the sum of ten gulden, and must, nevertheless, appoint a householder. 
134. 

However, should the major portion of the society be Orchim, they 

shall have permia a ion to ale ct a Gabai who, too, 1 s an Orea.ch, bttt 

the rabbi or the beadle can be only a householder. 

x:xv. The Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah shall, twice during the 

year, viz., the months of Cheshvan and Iyyar, regulate the cbilrity 

list accordi11g to the charity situation and shall consider whether 

some persons who are to be found on the list are no longer in need 

of charity, or have died; or, if people have died, to cross them off 

of the list; or to consider whether their household needs have grown 

more, or less, in order to add or diminish the amount 0£ charity 
135. given. From today on it shall be an inviolable law that no one 

shall be able to be placed on the charity list in order to have the 

use of the regular charity unless he has been married for six years 

and also unless he has been a hau eholder in our Kehillah for that 

length of time and is, at any rate, not an Oreach.136 • Still, if he 
• 

should be an honored man, the Parnasim may put him, by a majority vote, 
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• 

upon an Orchim list, which 
137 • 

separate Orchim list sha11· also be 
• 

• • • 

examined every year and regulated properly. Also, ·every year in the 

month of 
. 138. 

Cheshvan, the fuel list shall be examined and shall be 
• 

regulated in the above-indicated manner. 

XXVI. That he who has derived benefit from the charity, B1kkur 

Cholim, or Passover funds, or received any other support and aid from 

the Kahal, shall not be elected to any office unless he has paid up 

all that swn of money which he has received from the Kahal and from 

which be has derived benefits, and by no other manner. 

R 139. XXVII. On Hoshanah abbah eve, the Parnasim and the Gabai 

Zedakah shall elect, by a majority vote, two suitable persons as 
140. 

notaries of the Keh1llah. The reassi~ing of any, of the pews 

in the synagogue shall be recorded by them and the said notaries 

shall keep the record book wherein are recorded the assignments of 

all the pews in the synagogue, both the pews in the men's court as 
141. . 4 

well as those in the women's court. This record book shall re-
142. tn 

main in the Room of the Kahal in a cabinet, as is customary. •he 

key thereof shall be in the hands of the notaries. Any recording of 
• 

assignments shall take place only when the two of them are present • 
• 

They must also affix their signatures to this record in the record 

book. Should one of the two notaries be absent for some reason or 

other, at that time, one of the Parnasim shall take his place. The 

said notaries shall record no assignment unless they have a written 

order to do so from the Parnas of the month. 

The Parnasim shall also elect on the said evening two 

oo1lectors who shall have been past Parnasim or Gaba-e Zedakah. The 

• 
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143. 
said collectors shall have .charge of the balance book. · Should 

• 
• • 

a member of our Kehillah celebrate a wedding or a Brith Milah and 
. 

the like, or {]iay we 11 ve and not di!) should one have a death in 

the family, or should one become obligated to any synagogue, then 

the collectors must, through one of the beadles, ask for payment of 

the debt. That person is obligated to pay his debt, whether in whole 

or in part, as is deemed fit 

to pay, he shall be given .no 

• 

by the collectors. But should he refuse 
144. 

leeway. The said collectors shall 

also take care of all the synagogues and buildings pertaining there

to (and which belong) to the Kahal to have all repairs made as are 

necessary. But they are not to make any expenditure in this connec

tion that amounts to more than one hundred gulden. Should they find 
• 

it necessary to spend more at one time 7 then this should take place 

with the consent of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah. 

On that evening, too, there shall be elected by the P.arnasim and 

the Gabai Zedakah, two persons of good education who will have the 
.. 

specific duty of supervising the instructors and the pupils who study 

Torah. These Gabaim are to collect all that 1s pledged to charity 
. 

for purposes of education. 

At that time, there are to be elected two Gabaim for three other 

social service organizations: the Bikkur Chol1m, the building co11no1t-
145. 

tee, and the cemetery oonnni ttee. These Gabaim together are to 

collect all that is pledged to the three mentioned charitable organ-

'"'' . 1zat1ons. They are to rent out, for the good of charity, the pews 

of the Great Synagogue that pertain to the Kahal, and are to receive 

the rent money (therefor). There shall be elected at the same time 

two Gaba1m for Pale·stine in the Great Synagogue who are to collect ' 



- 24 - • • 

that which is pledged to Palestine. (For this purpose) they are to 
• • 

147. . .. 
collect a half Shekel from the members of the Kehillah on the 

Fast of Esther at the Minchah service in the Room of the Kahal. 

• 

At that time, the Parnasim and the Gabai eleot two Gaba-e Ze

da.kah for the other synagogues, who are to collect all that is pledged 

and voluntarily given to charity in that particular synagogue. They 
• 

are also to receive the rent money for the pews of that synagogue. 

But they are not to collect that which is pledged there to the poor 

of Palestine. For this there is to be elected for each synagogue, 

that evening, a special Gabai. The above-mentioned Gaba-e Zedakah, 
r+ ~ 148. each in bis own synagogue, shall preside over ~wo gaba-e Zedaka~ 

all the matters and needs of the synagogue, i.e., when no Parnas is 

present. No one shall be able to attain to the office of Gabai in 

any of the said synagogues unless he has a pew in the Great Synagogue 

recorded in his name, except in the 
149. 

dakah of the Little Synagogue. 
• 

case of the office of Gabai Ze-
• 

Any of the said Gabaim who de-.. 
eline the office or do not serve out their terms, shall have to lose 

in fine to charity the S\1m of twenty-five gulden and another person 

shall be elected in his place. 

.. XXVIII. That there shall always be four proper and trustworthy 

persons in our Kehillahwho are to be Hall Gaba1m150 • and each year 

the first two of the previous year shall have to leave their respec

tive offices. On Hoshanah Rabbah eve, two shall be elected in their 

places by the Parnasim and the Gabai, so that each of them remains 

Hall Gabai for two successive years. The said Hall Gabaim sha11 
151. 

supervise the Shochtim, the butchers, and the other attendants 
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of the Hall. The said. Hall Gabaim are to ~urrender the p~of1ts ot 
15la. 

the Hall of the past week. 
• 

• 

They are to render their complete 
• 

account each year before Passover. No householder in our Kehillah 

shall be elected to the office of Hall Gabai unless he be thirty-

i f 
152. s x years o age and unless he has his own pew recorded in the 

record book. Should a person decline the office of. Hall Gabai or 

give up the position in the middle of his term, he 

t h 1 h f . 1 ld l52a. o c ar ty t e amount o seventy-f ve gu en . 

im shall elect another to fill bis place. 

shall pay f1 ne 

And the Parnas-

XXIX. Any member or Toshab of our Kebillah, as well as any Creach, 

who is swmnoned to the Kahal chamber by one of the beadles three times 
• 

to appear before the Parnasim and does not appear before the Kahal, 

shall have to pay fine to charity the amount of ten gulden without 

(being given an opportunity for giving bis) excuse :for so doing. 

XXX. A person who is not a member of our Kehillah may not4pur

chase an honor in the Great Synagogue. Nor may he have the privilege 
• 

of being called up for the Scriptural reading there, whether it be 

in the middle of the week or on the Sabbath and Holy-day. But an 
153. 

Oreach who comes here accidentally, who does not establish a 

• 

residence, may be granted hono~s pertaining to the Scriptur·al reading 

even on the Sabbath and on a Holy-day, yet not on Rosh Ha.shanah, Yom 

Kippur, the Sabbath of Repentance, and Hoshanah Rabbah. But other 

honors he may have even on the High Holy-days. In the other synagogues, 

any Oreach or Toshab may purchase an honor· and also obtain honors per

taining to the reading of Scripture, except on a Holy-day a11d on the 
• 

High Holy-Jays 
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• 

SI 154. 
But an Oreach or Toshab is not to have the g&n honor in any 

. . 
synagogue. Should a householder ·and an Oreach happen to have equal 

• 

. 
honors, then the householder shall always step aside in favor of the 

• 

Orea.ch or Toshab, whethel' it have to do with Torah honors or to any 

other number. of th1ngs.154a· 

XXXI. Rela.ti ves are disqualified .from beir1g at the seme time 
• 

either Parnasim, or Gabai Zedaka.h, or any other officers; i.e., they 

may not serve several offices of equal rank. TWo secondary off:i.ces 

served by one person is not permissible; but two (related) persons 

(in secondary offices) is allowed. Even· relatives by marriage, such 

as the father of a man and the father of the man's wir.e, may not hold 
• 

of.fices of Parnas or Gaba1 at the same time. But other relatives by 

marriage may, of a certainty, hold offices, such as that of Parnas, 

Gabai, and the like, at the same time. 

• 

XXXII. The Gaon Ab Beth D1n
155

• of our Kehillah shall have spee1-

£1c supervision over all instructors and their pupils, who are~ in our 

Keh1llah, especially over the instructors and pupils who study Torah, 

so that they be not slothful in. the work of. the Lo1~d. Therefor·e, the 

rabbi or, in his absence, one of the Dayyanim156
• shall examine the 

said students in their studies to see how expert they are in them and 

whether they understand them well. Also, no instructo1\ or teacher in 

our Kebillah may accept 
157. his mental capacity 

any pupils unless the rabbi bas first exami11ed 
15'7a. 

to see whether he is capable. Also, all 

instructors in our Kehillah who have been here for a period of three 

years without their wives are required to return to their houses and 

to their tents.158 •. No householder 1 Toshab, or Oreach shall render 

aid to that instr·uctor who remains longe:r; nor may he derive bane.fit 

• 
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159 , • from him; and h~ must, of course, not give his children 
• • 

to him for instruction. (Violation of this rule shall) involveta 

penalty of a fine to charity amounting to fifty gulden. 

XXXIII. That all children of householders, when they become 

married--may it be for good luckl--e.re to be accepted as householders 

and members of our Kehillah. Similarly, Orchim who marry daughters 

of householders, become householders through them.160• To be sure, 

the said children of householders are required, within four months 

after their wedding, to come to the Kahal and to register themselves 

in the register of the members of the Kehilla.h and to pay their 

registration fee. E.g., the children of householders are to pay three 

rix-dollar to charity. Orchim who marry the daughters of householders 

are required to pay as registration fee six rix-dollar. But if they 

are to receive less than 1000 gulden as dowry, then they, too, are to 

pay only three rix-dollar. As for an Oreacb who is a widower, who 

marries the daughter of a householder and has children from hi5 first 

wife--eueh children have no Kehillah rights, unless he pays separately 

for them (such amount) as shall be deemed fit by the Parnasim and the 

Gabai Zedakah by a majority vote. On the other hand, should a mem

ber, a householder of our Kehillah, marry a widow with children, who, 

heretofore, had no Kehillah rights, then her children are not to be 

considered as part of the Kehillah unless he pays separately for them 

as indicated above. 

XXXIV. Any of the above who do not come to the Kahal to register 

in the said register during the four months ai'ter the wedding end 

comes after the indicated time, shall be subject to a fine of ten 
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rix-dollar, including also the said registration fee. Should such 
• • 

person (or persons deley registering) until after an entire year, 

he loses his merit, and must then pay one hundred rix-dollar in or

der to obtain his rights as a member of the Kehillah. Should the 

wedding take place outside of the country, then the time for regis

tering is extended to six months after the wedding, He who does not 

register even past this time shall also pay ten rix-dollar to charity 

in addition to the stated registration fee. If even after an entire 

year he has <X>ntinued to delay, he loses his Kebillah rights until 

he pays one hwidred rix-dollar. Pe1'Illission is given to the above to 

register in the register, in their absence, through a representative, 

should it not be possible for them to be present, and to pay the 

indicated registration . fee. 

XX.XV. That a proper Oreach may be accepted as a member in ou.r 

Kehillah by a majority vote of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah. 

But he must contribute to charity as much as the Kahal will find fit~ 

at any rate, not less than one h11ndred rix-dcllar. At least, when 

payments cannot be paid at one time, they are to be paid in three 

installments, viz., fifty rix-dollar as a down payment and the rest 

to be paid within a period of two successive years, which is, for 

each year, twenty-five rix-dollar. He shall not be considered a 

householder or member until he has paid his debt in full. Further

more, if he does not make his payments at the fixed times, then the 

money hich he has already given shall be forfeited and given to 

charity and he shall, moreover, not be considered a householder. 

Should this Oreaoh (who has forfeited his Kehillah rights) have 
• 

children, then whether his children shall have Kehillah rights or 

• 

• 
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. 
whether he is to pay separately for them is to be determined by the 

• 

• . 
Par11asim and the Gabai Zedakah. But the married children of an Oreach 

shall, as a general rule, not be in this category but shall be treated 

( ) 
161. from the start to all aspects as Orchim. 

Also, the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah are not to admit as 

householders and as members any householders or Orchim who have a 

bad reputation and a bad name, whatever it might be, whether they be 

bridegroom or bride. But, should the Parnasim and Gabai Zedakah de

sire to investigate e.nd examine the case and, after the i11vestigation, 

it (the rumor or bad name) is found to be baseless, then the person 
16la. 

i11 question may be accepted as a member by a majority vote. 

XXXVI. Should a householder move from here and desire (at the 

same time) to retain his Kehillah rights, he must register with the 

Collector in the register set aside for that purpose and must pay 
162. 

two rix-dollar each year toward the upkeep of our Kehillah. 

Nevertheless, if it is known that he has little wealth and few .pos-

sessions, then he may give that much less each year toward the upkeep 

0£ the Kehillah, as is deemed fit by the Parnasim and the Gabai Ze

dakah by a majority vote. At any re.te, (he is to give} not less than 

one rix-dollar each year. A person who moves and does not pay his 

••removal debts" in the course of five successive years shall 1ose 

his standing, and must, nevertheless, pay his debt.163 • 

From today on, the collectors shall give legal warning to all 

members who reside outside of our Kehillah in written form to pay 

the 1'removal money'' as indicated. 

XXX:VII. That the rabbi and the cantor o~ the Great Synagogue,164 • 

in the case that they have previously been Orchim, all the time that 
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• 

their labors are in the service of the connnunity, shall have Kehillah 
• 

• 

rights along with the other householders. Even their children who 
• 

are born to them in the midst of their period of service shall also 

have Kehillah rights and retain them even at the time that their 

father is no longer in the service of the Kahal, on the condition that 

these children help carry the yoke of the Kehillah and pay like the 

other children of members of our Kehillah. But such children as are 

born to them before they have entered into the service of the Kehillah 

' and, similarly, children born to them after they are no longer in the 

service of the congregation are definitely not householders normembers 

in our Kehillah.165
• 

XX.XVIII. Should a householder marry off his daughter and need 

aid in so doing, he shall be given money from the charity fund, the 

sum of three rix-dollar. But should he be a person of dignity, a 

sage, or of the stock of the righteous, permission is given the Par

nasim and the Gabai Zedakah to add to this said amount as they see 

fit by a majority vote. But should a householder make a match that 

is not proper for his daughter, or should his daughter not be a decent 

girl and her deeds are hateful , then the Parnasim are not obliged to 
165a. 

give him anything from the charity fund. 

XXXIX. That no one is permitted to make any alteration in any 

of the synagogue buildings--except such as are chosen for that pur

pose--even to alter a board or a post,166 • neither to add nor to 

detract therefrom. He who violates this rule shall pay fine to 

charity ten rix-dollar, and he must restore the building to its 

original form at his o t
l67. 

expense. Also, no one may pos any 

notices, hatever they may be, on the synagogue, except 1th the 
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knowledge and consent of the Parnas of the month , who will give such 
• 

order to the beadle of that synagogue . He who violates this rule 

shall pay fine to charity one rix- dollar . 

1.68 . 
XL . That the other Gabaim of all the synagogues are re-

• 

quired to register each individual pledge that is given to the chari t y 

of which he is Gabai . And he is to receive that pledge . Each one of 

them must submit his account to the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah 

each year , in all events , before Chanukkah and they must find them to 

be correct . ib.e Parnasim and the Gaba1 Zedakah shall affix their sig

natures to the account in the register of that Gaba1 . 

XLI . That on Purim, a person is to be permitted to send Mishlo-

ach Monoth, other than to his close r elatives , to only three persons . 
169 . It shall also be an inviolable law that no party shall be given, 

1'70 . 
whether it be a Brith Milah , a adding , or in honor of the Chathan 

Torah and Chathan B1reshith. This applies to both men and women . And 
.. 

above all , (no one is) to send refresmnents to anyone . (This is) in 

order to spare the money of Israel that goes through such vanities to 

waste . For this reason , one shall not be permitted to give presents 

to any Creach who conies here . He v1ho violates this shall pay as fine 

to charity the sum of ten rix- dollar . But presents may be given to 

the rabbi when he comes here . One may, also , certainly give presents 

to a person who has bought a house as a permanent ( acquisition) and 
170a. 

dedicates 1 t . 

XLII . That , for the stated reason , viz ., to spare the money of 
• 'l f . 

the Jews , from this day on, it shall be an inviolable rule , that hen 
• 

a wedding is celebrated in our Kehilla.h, the two families together 
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172. 
shall not make preparation for more than forty persons ; of each 

• 

household, no more than the man and his 
• 

ife and one sont and one 

daughter (are to be invited). A bridegroom and bride (may, in addition, 

be invited) , if there should happen to be such a couple present . A 

son who d.Wells with his father and eats at his table and , the converse , 

a father who resides with his son are (for such pui•poses) reckoned as 

one household . But should they not eat at one table, then they are 

reckoned as two households. A father , mother, brothers, sisters , sons, 

h f 1 173 . 1 and daug ters o the two ce ebrants are a so to be included in the 
1741-. 

stated number forty . But of them, all the children of their households 

may be invited, but are outside of the number forty . 

to invite the rabbi of our Kehillah, cantors , beadles , 

It is permissible 
175 . 

Sephardim, 
176. 

Orch11n who have come here accidentally , or those who are not mem-

bers of our Kehillah, and also instructors who are here without their 

177 . l wives . And with regard to a Brith Mi ah celebration, the celebrant 

shall not be permitted to invite more than t1enty persons . Of each 

household , no more the.n the man and his wife (are to be invited) . In 

the above number there shall also be reckoned the godfather , the Mohel , 

and also those co11cerning whom mention was made in co11nection witl1 a 

wedding. But a wedding or a Brith Milah ( sponsored) by societies 

founded for that purpose are to be regulated by the ordinances of that 
178 . 

society . An engagement feast shall definitely not be allowed to 

1 
179 . be held in a special wedding p ace , whether it be a wedding of 

members or sponsored by the societies . An engagement feast is per

missible only in the home of one of the celebrants . So as not to al

low for any breaking of this rule , the invitation list , whether of a 

wedding or of a Brith Milah, shall be given over by the celebrants to 
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the beadle of that particular synagogue where the wedding or Brith 
• 

• • 

Milah is to take place . That beadle shall show the . list to the Par-

nas of the month and , if the Parnas of the month finds it all right , 

then the beadle may proceed 1th the inviting. In order that no de

ceitful practice take place , it is forbidden for any one else , no 

matter in what manner , to issue invitations , whether it be the cel

ebrant himself or a representative other than the beadle . He ho 

violates any of the above-mentioned , whether all or in part , shall 

pay fine to charity tv1enty rix- dollar . The beadle vho violates the 

above- mentioned shall pay as fine to charity the amowit of two r i x

dollar . The beadle shall receive (for his services) from the cel-
180 . 

ebrants , for each list , the sum of at least twelve stiver. 

XLm . May we live and not die . That a.Y'l.y under thirteen in our 

Kehillah who should chance to die , ~hoever it may be , are to be 
l ~ ' . 

buried in the cemetery of Zeeburg . Any householders , also , who have 

• 

received charity during their lifetime , shall , at their death , _be 

buried i n the cemetery of Zeeburg , also their wives and children . 

Similarl y , those ~ho have never taken charity during their lifetime
182

• 

but are buried by chari ty, are , nevertheless , to be buried at Zee

burg . However , should the heirs or relatives of the deceased wish 

to pay the sum of money Mhich the deceased has used during his l i fe 

time of charity , they may bring the 

berg
183 • th i But at e r own expense . 

dead to the cemetery of Muider-

if the deceased has received 
184 . 

only such charity as fuel , his needs for Passover , and other extra 

aid during his life time , he is not to be included in this category 

and may be buried at uiderberg. But , in the case of a scholar ho 
. 185 . 

has the degree of Morenu and who is a householder , and in the 
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. 
case of a past Parnas or Gabai who has lost his wealth and who made 

• • • 

use of charity in his lifetime, the Parnasim and the· Gabai are per-

mitted to have him brought :for burial to the cemetery at Muide:rberg • 
• 

Similarly, should a rabbi of another Kehillah--God forbidl--die here, 

he, too, may be buried at Muiderberg , i.e., When his relatives or 

friends pay the money for the ground as the Parnasitn and the Gabai 

see fit. Also when an Oreach who travels constantly and who is re

spected and rich--God forb1d1--dies, he, too, may be buried in the 

cemetery at Muiderberg , provided his plot is paid for. This shall 

not amount to less than one hundred rix-dollar. Aside from the above-

mentioned, other Orcbim and Toshbim, whether they have fixed their 

residence in out' Kehillah or have come here to die, must be buried in 

the new cemetery of Zeeburg, even though the plot money is paid for 

them as is designated by the Parnasim and the Gabai. If an Oreach or 

Toehab has made use of charity and has left a legacy, then, first of 

all, the charity money of which he had derived benefit must be pa.id 
.. 

from that legacy. Also, any who die on the first day of a Holy-day, 

or on the eve of the second day of a Holy-day, or on a second day 

of a Holy-day that begins on an Erev Shabbos, and, similarly, any 

who die on an Erev Shabbos or Erev Yom Tov, on which day there is 

no time to bring him to the cemetery of Muiderberg, must be buried 

in the cemetery at Zeeburg. All deceased are to be buried in a 
186. grave which the Parnasim and the Gabai shall designate for them 

as they see fit. 

XLIV. That all those in the service of our Kehillah, viz., 
187. 18Va. 

Dayyanim, beadles, learned scribes, barbers, apothecaries, 
• 

bookkeepers, and the like, shall be hired by a majority vote of the 
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. 

Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah . But those who work in the Hall , 
188. . . 

such as Shocbtim, butchers , and others , shall be appointed by 
l: 

the Parnasim, the Gabai Zedakah, together with the four Hall Gabaim, 

by a majority vote of all of them . From today on , no servant of the 

Kahal , of all those mentioned, shall be hired wiless he has been a 

member and a householder in our Kehillah for six years , or that his 

children are householders . Such who are eligible for the offices of 

rabbi and cantor of the Great Synagogue may be hired even though they 

are not householders in our Kehillah. Cantors are also elected by the 

Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah by a majority vote . But the rabbi of 

our Kebillah shall be elected in this manner: That there shall as -

semble and gather together all the heads of the people , all the pre

sent and past Parnasim and Gaba-e Zedakah, in the Room of the Kahal , 

who shall draw up a list of nominees , by a majority vote , of those 

who are present in the Room or the Kahal . On this said list there 

shall be placed not less than three and not more than four sages who 

... 

are ell known , who are suited to become rabbis of our Kehillah. Af

ter this , there shall be called to the Room of the Kahal all the house

holders who hold forty or more Platten and all the sages 1th the de -

gree of Morenu who are members , even though they are not taxed the 

forty Platten . Of all the said members who come to the Room of the 

Kaha1 ~ each is to record his vote in favor of one of the sages listed 

on the nomination list to become rabbi of our Kehillah. He shall 

place his written vote in the box that is prepared for this purpose . 

Af'ter all this is done , the said closed box is to be opened in the 

presence of all the past and present Parnasim and Gaba- e Zedakah in 

joint session ith the Dayyan1m. He who is found to h ve the majority 

of votes sha11 be the holy one , ho- -may it be for good luck--shall 
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be the person elected to be the rabbi, master, and teacher ·of our 
• 

Kehillah. At that time, all the present and past Parnasim and Gaba-e 

Zedakah shall set a suitable time limit within which the rabbi-elect 

is to come here to asswne his rabbinical duties. Should the rabbi-

elect not accept the position or not come with:l.n the time limit set 

for him, then the second in order in the number of votes at the said 

election shall be elected in his place to become the rabbi, master, 

and teacher. For this reason, all the votes shall be recorded at the 

time of the election in the register of the Kahal~ so that it will 

be known how to regulate the procedure as above indicated. The sal-

ary of the rabbi shall also be determined by a majority vote of the 

past Parnasim and Gaba-e Zedakah and that of the present Parnasim 

and Gabai Zedakah. Our Kehillah shall not remain any 

half year without having elected a rabbi, master, and 

longer than a 
189. 

teacher. 

XLV. Should the Kahal ever resolve to institute a Beth ha-Midrash 
.. 190 . 

as is suitable, then instruction in that school shall be not less 

than for two hours before noon end two hours after noon and the rabbi 

shall be head of the academy and none other than he. The order and 

manner of instruction shall be such as shall be proper in the eyes of 

the rabbi. But the other matters and needs of the school and its mat-

ters of administration, whatever they may be, shall be governed by 

the P-arnasim and the Gabai Zedakah. If it is possible, then ten in-
' 

structors, who shall be resident (instructors) of the said school, 

shall be permanently employed. No Oreach or Toshab shall be employed 

for hire :for instruction in the school. That Oreach who has purchased 

bis Kehillah rights, with the consent end will of a majority vote of 
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• 

the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah, may not yet belong to ~he said 
• 

• 

Beth ha-Midrash until he has paid his hundred rix-dollar or more, 

whereupon he .is to be admitted by the Kahal as having paid his debt 

in full. 

XLVI. The cantors are forbidden, when they call any member of 

our Kebillah up to Torah honors, to call him by the title "chaver" 

of ''Morenu," if that person has had such title conferred upon him 

by the rabbi of another Kehillah, unless he has his title Chaver or 

Morenu from the rabbi of our Kehillah. Similarly, the scribe may 

not inscribe anyone in docwnents with the title Chaver or Morenu un

less that person has that title from the rabbi of our Kehillah.191
• 

But if the title Chaver or Morenu was bestowed upon him by a rabbi 

of another Kehillah ten years before he has fixed residence here, he 

is allowed such title. No unmar1·ied man shall be called by the title 

Chaver or Morenu until he has been married. The rabbi shall not con-
.. 

fer the title Ohaver or Morenu upon anyone, except with the consent 

of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah, and by a majority vote. That 

cantor or scribe who shall violate the above shall pay for each of

fense two rix-dollar to charity. 

192. 
XLVII. The cantors a.re to be in the synagogue before the 

time for beginning prayer, i.e., each one of them at the ti1ne before 

he (himself) is to conduct the service. On the Sabbatl1 and Holy

days, in the Great Synagogue, they shall begin to conduct services 

from ''Adon Olam•• on; in the other synagogues, from ''Baruch She-omar. '' 

The turns193 • of the cantors--1.e., the cantors of the Great Syna-
• 

gogue--on the Sabbath and Holy-days are as follows: At first~ he 

• 

• 

• 
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(whose turn it is) shall conduct services in the Great Synagogue; 
• 

• 

on the second Sabbath, in the Seco11d Synagogue; 011 the third , in 

the New SJllagogue; and thus they are to take turns in a cycle. On 

weelr days, in the Great Synagogue , each of the three cantors is to 

conduct services the two days that are his turn according to the 

order that stood tlp to now . On a Holy- day that begins 011 a weelc day, 

the cantor whose turn it is on that day to conduct services in the 

Great Synagogue, when it is ( 01•dinarily} a Vireek day, (shall conduct 

services 111 the Great Synagogue,) and the other two cantors of the 

Great Synagogue shall conduct services in the two above-mentioned 

synagogues in orde1, . {For the) three days before a Festival and the 

three days after it, the Parnasim may excuse the cantors from con-
194 . 

ducting services. They must , however , seek permission and their 
195 . 

turns are to continue . On the three first days of S 1 lichoth , even 

1 R 196 . 1 though it be c ose to osh Hashanah, each cantor s to conduct 
19'7 . services each day , one of the said three days of S ' lichoth, in order . 

~ 

But on the othel" days of S ' lichoth , they are free of this duty , fo1'l on 
198 . 

those days , the members and householders conduct as is customary. 
199 . 

Also on the eve of the New Moon, the Parnasim may let another con-

duct the service of Yem Kippur· Katon , as is customa1"y . On the High 

Holy- days , the cantors shall conduct services as they have been hither

to doing and as is indicated in the register of the Kahal . 

XLVIII . That cantor whose turn it is to conduct services on a 

week day who fails to appear must pay as fine to charity a half rix

dollar and one gulden for the J~inchah services . The cantor who fol 

lows him must conduct the service . Should the second cantor not be 

present in the synagogue , be shall pay a fine like the first , and so 

• 
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for the third. If it is his turn to conduct services on Sabbath eve 
• 

• 

and he fails to appear , he shall also have to pay a half rix- dollar , 

and on the follov1i11g Sabbath he is defin1 tely not to be perm11;ted to 

conduct services . That cantor who fails to appear on time on the 

Sabbath in any synagogue , whichever it may be , shall pay for each 
199. 

service for which he fails to appear the amount of five gulden . 

Should he fail to conduct the Minchah service on the Sabbath in the 

Great Synagogue when it is . his turn6 he shall pay a half rix- dollar . 

(Should he fail to conduct) the service for the outgoing of the Sab

bath in the Great Synagogue, (he shall pay) one gul den . As for a 

Holy- day , for any service ( that he misses) in any of the above - men

tioned synagogues, he shall pay five gulden . But they are freed of 

their obligations for the Minchab service on a Holy- day provided 

they ask for permission . As for the High Holy- days , for each service 

(that they miss) in any synagogue , they must pay five rix- dol lar . As 

for Hoshanah Rabbah, he who does not conduct in his proper time in 

• 

the Great Synagogue (must pay) twenty gulden; Purim, in all synagogues , 

whether at the Maari v service or the Shacharith service , for each 

time , f i ve gulden . Chanukkah and Chol ha- Moed , i n the Great Synagogue , 
200 . 

(for each failure to appear , the cantor shall pay) a half a ducat . 

The Gabai Zedakah shall have careful supervision over the indicated 

fines , with regard to imposing them and deducting them from the can

tors ' wages . No Parnes or Gabai Zedaka.h has the right to excuse the 

cantors from the above- mentioned services unl ess all the Parnasin1 and 

the Gabai Zedakah consent , or that it is known that the cantor--God 

forbid t--is not among the healthy . In that case , he is free of the 

fine indicated , assmn1ng that it is known that there is no deceit 

involved . 
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XLIX. The cantor may not comntence conducting services in the 
• • 

• 

Great SYJJ,agogue until he has asked and received perin·ission from the 
. 

Parnas of the month. If the Parnas of the month is not pres ent , (he 

shall ask) the farnas after him, and so on, up until the Gabai Zeda

kah. In the other synagogues, (he is to ask permission) of the Par

nas who is present . Should the Parnas be absent in that case , (he is 
• 

to ask permission) of one of the Gaba-e Zedakah who happens to be 

there. The past custom is also (hereby) conf'it~ed and it is by law 

that no cantor may sing ariy melody , on the Sabbath or Hol~r-day , before 

the Sh'ma , whether before the Maariv or Shacharith service , unless 
201 . 

it be cantor-music that is known . Should the cantor violate this 

rule, he shall pay as fine to charity the sum of twenty gulden for 

each offense. 

A1so, each cantor of a synagogue , who is to conduct services on 

that Sabbath, is to go over all the Scrolls on Friday with the scribe 

of the Kahal so as to discover any errors to be frund (in the text); 
.. 

and also on the day before a Holy-day . Should a cantor violate this 

rule , he must pay three gulden fine to charity for each error that is 

found in that Scroll . The cantors are also required, during the s11m

mer, to recite the P' suke D' zirrcr·a together in the Great Synagogue , as 

is customary, (together) i.e ., 1th the cantor whose turn it is to 

conduct service,s a.fter him . He who violates this rule shall pay one 

gulden fine to charity . 

During the week, no sin r may assist a cantor , except on those 

days on which Hallel is recited and on Purim. Since the cantor con

tract issued in former days, hich grants permission to the cantors 

to use a basso on Sabbaths and Holy-days , does not expire until the 

end of the year 1739, this contract shall therefore remain in force 
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for the duration of this time, however, on condition that on Sabbaths 
• • 

and Holy-days no basso shall be permitted a.t all to conduct the ser-

vice for the Amidah. However, after this time shall have gone by, it 

is definite that no cantor may have the assistance of a basso at all, 

v1hetl1er it be on a Sabbath or a Holy-day, and the more so on a week 

day. In order to make sure, it is firmly ruled as an inviolable rule 

that after the time indicated, no Parnas or Gabai may be permitted to 

grant permission to any cantor in any manner to conduct services with 

a basso or to sing 1th one in any synagogue. The Parnas or Gabai 

who violates this rule shall pay fine to charity, 'Wlthout any chance 
202. 

for making an excuse, the s11m of one hnndred rix-dollar. 

L. That no one may ever receive the consent of the rabbi with 

regard to prayer books, Machzorim, Pentateuchs, S'lichoth prayers, 

and the like, in such a manner that thereby the said consent closes 

the door to the members of our Kehillah to be permitted to print the 
203. 

said things of which everyone is needful. But permission 1~ giv-

en to anyone ~ho volunteers to render such service for the public 

with such said books and their like, which are many and of hich 
204. 

everyone is needful. Should a person receive such consent of any 

id 205. 
rabbi, that consent is null and vo • But should one publish a 

• 

con1111entary, an entirely new one, to any of the said books, he may, to 

be sure, get such permission from the rabbi of our Kehillah. This 

said law has been made of old between us and the holy Kahal of the 

( ) 
206. ephardim, which is now newly confirmed. Similarly, all old 

books, from this day on, may be again published, by anyone iiho shouJ.d 

so desire, 1.e., after all the first laws and copyrights have expired. 

From then on, of a certainty, no copyright on e.ny such old books shall 
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• 

be valid. Butane' book or a new composition may not be published 

except with the consent of the rabbi of our · Kehilla~, who will look 

through said book and iill exa.mine it very carefully and 1th special 
. 201 . 

care to see if it is proper and fit for publication . The rabbi 

may not grant permission at all iithout the knowledge and will of 
208. 

the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah. He ho violates the said 

ruling, whether in its entirety or in part, shall pay ten r1x-dollar 

to charity as fine , and the copyright 1s null and void . 

LI . That no strange rabbi is to be allowed to preach in the syn

agogue unless he be a rabbi of a well-known Kehillah or a head of a 
209 . 

Yeshibah. Even so , (he shall not preach) other than at Minchah on 

the Sabbath and not at Shacharith . But (communal) representatives who 

oome here because of an (evil) decree or a government disposition that 

was passed upon them~-God forbid l--in thei r Kehillah, may surely be 

permitted to speak , even though they have no degrees from a Yeshibah. 

If a strange rabbi should come to our Kehillah, the Pa1't1as of t~e 

month is to give him food in his house at his table for at least four

teen days . Or he must put him to board in the house of a respectable 
209a. man at his own expense for the indicated time . If there should 

come here more than one rabbi as a guest at a time , the Parnas after 

him i s to board the second at his house for the time indicated , and 

so on. 

LII . That all bankrupts 1bo have not settled thei r debts as 

debtors and as bankrupts shall not be permitted to Torah honors and 

to the other privileges of the synagogue until they have paid such 

amount to charity as . the Parnasim and the Gaba1 Zedakah see fit , de

pending on the particular case and upon past custom . 
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LIII . That no one may be permitted to perform a wedding ceremony 
• 

• . 
without the permission of the rabbi of our Kehillah. · And this must 

also be with the knowledge of the Parnas of the month. hen the rabbi 

is not here , it shall take place with the permission and consent of 

the farnasim and the Gabai Zedakah . The notaries of our Kehillab 

shall always be present at the edding . Should one be out of town, 

then there should at least be sanethi ng deducted from the wages fixed 

for them . If a man ' s heart should incl i ne to perform a wedding cere

mony without the permission of the rabbi of our Kehillah and without 

the consent of the Parnas of the month, whether it be a householder , 

Oreach, or Toshab, proclamation and public statement sballb3 made in 

all the synagogues to take proper legal action against bim . I r it is 

a householder who has committed such action , he loses his rights 1n 

the Kehillah and is , definitely , not to receive any charity . ore-

210 . 1 l over , a constant traveller sha 1 not be ab e to attain to Ke-

hillah rights , and , of course , is to be given no chari ty . In this 

category are included , too , those who permit the cer emony and also those 

who act as witnesses at the wedding or conduct the ceren1ony . No mar-
211. 

riage shal l take place that is against the laws 0£ the land , i n 

any manner at all . No wedding may take place , too , except that the 

groom and bride have fulfilled the requirements of the law of the 

land, that they have already presented themselves to the ( civil) gov-
212 . 

ernment and their marriage was l i censed by t he clerk of the court . 

The rabbi and the Dayyanin are not to accept testimony in matters 

pertaining to the la\\' of our Torah or in matters pertaining to our 

Kehillah , whatever they may be , unless i t be with the consent of the 

Parnas of the month . If that Parnes of the month has a vested interest 

in this matter, the Parnas who follows him shall grant consent , and so 
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on . Also things that require the appointment of Dayyanim, such as 

Chalizah and the like , must take place at t~e order of the 

and the Gabai Zedakah in conjl.Ulction with the rabbi of our 

.Parnasim 
213 . 

Kehillah . 

LIV . That no one in our Kehillab may be permitted to distribute 

any old or new books i n the houses of the members of our Kehillah i n 

any manner whatsoever 

of the month for this 

unless he has 
213 a . purpose , 

a note of consent from the Parnas 
• 

ho , also , does not have the power 

to grant this except with consent granted by a majority vote of the 

Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah . No one may go about asking for money 
• 

for the aid of some poor or needy person at the hott.ses of the wealthy 

of the COlllitlWlity without permission from the Kahal . (Violation or thi s 

involves) a fine of t 1No rix- dolla.r . Similarly , no one is to go about 

the synagogue asking for household expenses for poor people , whether 

it be man or woman ; and he who violates this rule and, nevertheless , 

does go about asking shall be banned f. rom the synagogue for three 

months and, if be is poor , shall not be granted any charity . 
.. 

LV . He who donates a Scroll , whether publicly or anonymously , 
214 . 

shall , on that Sabbath be entitled to be the Baal S ' gan for which 

honor he shall pay f i ve rix-dollar and can call up ( for the reading 

) 
215 . of the Torah six persons , as is customary . But if he should de -

sire to make it more than the six persons , he has permission ( to do 

so} on condition that he pay for each person whom he adds the sum of 

half a rix- dollar . Should a person donate a Scroll to the synagogue 

on a Holy - day , as stated above , he shall pay for the privilege of 

being Baal S ' gan the sum of eight rix- dollar and he may definitely 

not add to the five called up {for the reading of the Torah) . If 
• 

the Holy-day should occur on a Sabbath , no more than six persons 
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(may be called up) , for adding is not allowed on a Holy- day even if 
• 

• 

i t falls on a Sabbath. • 

216 . 
If a person dedicates a Scroll permanently, on that Sa~bath 

he is to receive the privilege of being Baal S 1 gan iithout having to 

pa~ for it and also is to have the honor of taking out the Scroll 

and putting it back . He must pay for each person whom he adds to the 

six to be called up for the reading of the Torah a half rix- dollar . 

If a person dedicates a Scroll on a Holy- day , he shall also take out 

(the Scroll) and put it back without having to pay for the privilege 

and he may call up (to Torah honors) only two persons , as he desires , 

according to custom and according to his own dignity . Should a per

son voluntarily give or dedicate a Scroll on Rosh Hashanah or on the 

Day of Atonement , he shall definitely not have any honor without paying 

for it . But all (the honors) in the synagogue ( on those days) are to 

be sold. 'Y"lhen some one gives a ScrolJl to the synagogue , in any manner 
217 . 

whatsoever , he must have it recorded in the Roll with the know-
.. 

ledge of the Parnas of the month and must pay the beadle for that 
2l?a . 

( service) one gulden. 

218 . 
LVI . He iho is a Chiuv on the Sabbath, must declare himself 

such on the Thursday before to the beadle of that synagogue where 

he generally attends services in order that such may be made known 

in time to the collecto , in order to be able to see if that same 

person is indebted to charity ~or something . If he is in debt , then 

he is obligated to fulfill his duty as the collector considers right . 

He ~ho ia a Chiuv on a week day shall declare himself such on the day 

before to the beadle , as indicatedo But if it is well known that 

circumstances are such that he cannot declare hims elf at the times 
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indicated , then he may be a Chiuv . If he is in debt to several per-
• 

• 

sons , he must deposit security with the collector or such value equi-
• 

valent to the debt , before he can be a Chiuv . Each person who is a 

Chiuv must be such in the synagogue where he always attends services . 

As for a bridegroom and a godfather , see Articles LXXV and LXXVI for 

rulings in this regard. But Parnasim or Gaba-e Zedakah, who go to 

other synagogues (1 . e ., synagogues other than those at which they 

regularly attend services) to discharge the duties of their offices , 

may , of course , be (on such occasions when they are officially direct

ing the affairs of another synagogue) Chiuvim in the synagogues where 
219 . they had previously been goers . 

LVII . That all Scrolls , whether they belong to members or to 

the Kahal , shall be read in turn each succeeding Sabbath; similarly 

on the Holy- days: in tux'll , one after the other . He whose turn it 

is to read from his own Scroll on a Sabbath may have that Scroll 

clothed with the ceremonial objects which he has donated . On d4ys 
220 . 

when the emorial Service for the dead is recited, the Scroll be-

longing to the Kahal i s to be the first Scroll read . Si milarly , the 

ark- curtains shall be hung by turn each Sabbath and like1ise on Holy

days , except on the High Holy-days , when the white ark- curtain which 
221 . 

Feibleman Kaliph gave to the Great Synagogue shall be hung there , 
I 

as is indicated in the Memorial Book of the Kahal . Similarly , if 

there should be a Brith ilah on a Sabbath or on a Holy- day , then the 
222 . 

ark- curtain , with the silver l etters , of Loeb Emrich shall be 

hung up , as is indicated in the said emorial Book . 

LVIII . If a person has a Scroll with its ceremonial adornments 
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• 
or an ark-curtain in the synagogue , on the Sabbath on which he is a 

• 

Chiuv for Torah honors or on which he is celebrating . an occasion of 
223 . 

rejoicing such as a wedding , a Brith Milah, or a Bar Mitzvah, 

his Scroll shall be read or his adornments shall be used or his ark-

curtain shall be hung up , (as the case may be) . Should there be two 

Ch1uv1m or more on that Sabbath, all of whom have Scrolls or ark

curtains , then the Parnas of the month shall cast lots between them 

to see whose Scroll shall be read or whose ark- curtain shall be hung. 

If Kohanim or Levit es have equal Chiuvim, the Parnas of the month shall 

cast lots to see (first) whose Scroll (shall be used) and , secondly , 

who shall go up for Torah honors . He who loses the Chiuv of that 

Sabbath, 1 . e ., who has lost by the casting of lots , such as when bis 

friend has won the throw , shall have the choice of having either his 

Scroll or his ark- curtain used on either this Sabbath or on the fol -

lowing Sabbath. But if on the following Sabbath there shall also be 

Chiuvim who have a Scroll and an ark- curtain , then those whose turn 
4 

it is that day are to be Chiuvim first ; since the others have been 

postponed, let them be postponed another time . On the Sabbath on 

which two Scrolls are used , and there are two or three Chiuvim who 

have Scrolls , then for each Chiuv one Scroll (belonging to that Chiuv) 

shall be taken out . If there are more Chiuvim than Scrolls (to be 

taken out) , then lots shall again be cast to see whose turn will be 

postponed . 

B. Step- children are reckoned with regard to the above matter 

as a man' s own sons . Also , if a man rears an orphan or any other 

( strange) child in his home, that child is also to be considered his 

son with regard to the above matter . (The point in question is this : ) 
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If a son lives with his father or a father lives with his son and 

one of them has an occasion of celebration o·r is a 9hiuv , then the 
• 

Scroll and the ark-curtain of the other may be used on that Sabbath • 
. c. If brothers or friends have presented a Scroll or an ark-

curtain in partnership and one of them has an occasion of rejoicing 

or is a Chiuv , then no one of them is to make use of the Scroll or 
224 . 

the ark- curtain out of turn . Only he in whose name said articles 

are registered in the Roll may use such articles at the time of his 

rejoicing or when he is a Chiuv , as above indicated. 

D. All Chiuvim who have presented a Scrol l or an ark- curtain 

must relinquish their turns in favor of the Chathan Torah and the 
225 . 

Chathan B1 resh1th who have presented a Torah or an ark- curtain . 

Also on a week day , he who is a Chiuv or has an occasion of rejoicing 

may have his Torah read . 

• 

LIX. That no one may be permitted to purchase the privilege of 

being S 1 gan unless he is married and is a householder , and none other • .. 
The householder who purchases the privilege of being S 1 gan must him

self be it . .And the Baal S ' gan may not call up (for Torah honors) 

on a Sabbath more than six persons , as is customary . Since the rabbi 

is a Chiuv for Sh ' lishi each Sabbath, the householder may call up an

other in his stead after Sh' vi - i . Similarly , when a Kohen or a Levite 

happen to be Chiuvim , then his due number is to be filled after Sh 1 vi- i . 

The Baal S ' gan shall call all those honored in order, according to the 

respect due them, e . g ., a present Parnas immediately after the rabbi . 

A scholar , who has the degree Morenu , who is forty years and older , 

is to be before a past Parnas . If he is less than forty years , then 
• 

a past Parnas precedes him . A past Parnas or Gabai Zedakah is always 
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to be called up for Sh 1v1- 1 . A Ohaver is to be before other house-
• 

holders , if he is already older , viz ., when ~he Chav~r is forty years 

old . Othe~ise , an older person precedes the younger Chaver; a house

holder precedes a bridegroom. A bridegroom may not go up for Torah 

honors on the Sabbath unless it is known that he is about to be mar-

ried , i . e ., he must have deposited a fine with the notaries , or has 
226 . 

made payment for this to the notaries as according to law . A 

bridegroom, who is a Chiu~ on the Sabbath on which he has given gifts 

to the bride , or on the Sabbath before his wedding , may be called up 

after a householder before Sh ' vi -1 . Such is the law that if a present 

Parnas , a past Parnas , a present Gaba! Zedakah , a past Gabai Zedakah, 

or a Morenu happen to be Chiuvim, they must be called up in the order 

indicated. The Baal S•gan , in such a case , calls up his due nwnber 

after Sh 1vi - 1 . And Sh ' vi-1 is always to be sold by itself . The beadle 

must make known the Chiuvim to the Baal S 1 gan in order that he shall 

lmow how to call up peop~e according to the respect due them. 

LX. Young men who are unmarried are not to have Torah honors at 

the Shacharith service on the Sabbath and on Holy-days in the Great 

Synagogue except for the prophetical reading , or they must be Chiuvim, 

e . g ., Bar Mitzvah or a godfather . They are not to precede householders . 

In other synagogues , they may go up for Torah honors at the Shacharith 

service on the Sabbath but after h 1 v1 - 1 , if they are not Kohanim or 

Levites . But they are not to go up on Holy-days and , to be sure , not 

on the High Holy-days . They are not to be s •gan. But they are per

mitted to purchase the privilege of being S ' gan 1n the other said 

synagogues but are to substitute a householder in their stead • 
• 

LXI . That he who goes up for Torah honors is to make pled ea to 
' 
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four charities, viz., to the organization for visiting the sick, to 

the organization in charge of the synagogue ·bu:i.lding~, to the Torah 
226a. 

study group, a11d t ·o the cemetery organization. The Chiuvim BJ."e 

also to pledge to charity. Similarly, on the High Holy-days, all 

those who are called up for Toral1 hono1•s are also to pledge to charity 

a certain donation; and on Simchath Torah they are to make a pledge 

to the fund fo1· Palestine. (Follo\ving are the rates of such pledges:) 

He who is taxed thirty Pletten or above is to pledge to each of the 

said charities at least three stiver; from fifteen to thirty Platten, 

• at least two stiver to each of the said charities; less than fifteen 

Pletten, at least one stiver to each of the said charities. At a 

Brith Milah, where pledges are made after the child is circumcized, 

the father, the godfather , and the Mohel must pledge according to 

the above categories to the Torah study group before he makes any 

pledge to the Talmud Torah. At the time when prayer is offered for 

the sick, the person offering the prayer shall make a pledge for 
.. 

whom he is offering the prayer, according to the above categories, 

to the Bikkur Cholim. He is to make a pledge to that charity before 

he makes pledges to any of the other charities. 

LXII. He who goes up for Torah honors may not offer more than 
227. 

one Mi She-be-rach, wherein he may not name more than three per-

sons. But he may name, in addition to that nwnber, the rabbi of our 

Kehillah and also the Parnas of the month. Hov1ever, the cantor, who 

happens to be ccnducting services at the time, together with the 

other Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah (he may name, too), but other

wise no one else may be named. Should one who goes up for Torah 
• 

honors desire to include in bis number a Parnas or the Gabai Zedakah 
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in bis Mi She-be-rach, he must also name the Pa:rnas of the month, as 
• 

is due his dignity, and include him together with all the Parnasim 
• 

and the Gabai Zedakah, · as above-mentioned. Even instructors who 

have the degree of orenu are also to be included in the number three. 

If a mother has given birth and has recently left her confinement, 

thus making her husband a Chiuv, then she, together with her child, 

are outside the number . On the High Holy-days, i . e., from Rosh Ha

shanah until after Yom Kippur, the Mi She-be-ra ch may be made as the 

~arnasim and the Gabai Zedakah see fit . No special Mi She-be-rnch's 
228 . 

shall be offered unless it be after Hagbaha unless it be speci-

fically for the sick•- od :forb1d1--, fo1· a woman in confinement, for 

a person who has recently escaped danger, for a bon voyage, and for 
. 229 . 

children who hold the Etz Chayim. 

A yo1mg man may not have Hagbaha rmless it is kno\1'1n that he is 

about to be married, as is indicated in Article LIX. He who has Hag

baha shall have to turn three sections upon the table so aa not to 

make any errors, forbid . The violator of this rule shall pay t10 

230. 
rix- dollar. 

LXIII. If a man bring his son for the first time to the synagogue, 

the child is to have the Etz Chayim honor and the father shall contri

bute to charity even though he does not wish his son to hold the To-
231. 

rah. If the father of the boy is taxed sixty Platten or over, he 

shall donate one rix-dollar; from thirty to s i.xty, one-half rix-dol

lar; less than thirty, one-fourth rix- dollar. From today on, notice 

must be given to the beadle before the Etz Chayim honol'.· is to be be

stowed, so that the beadle shall not sell that honor on that occasion • 
• 

If there should be two boys (brought in this manner), then the Parnas 
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of the month shall cast lots between them and he who loses shall have 

the honor of Etz Chayim the next time . • • 

• 

That the relatives of the dead ho wish to inscribe the name of 
. 232. 

the dead in the Memor book, for a memorial for the dead, shall 

have to pay for that to charity , in the indicated manner , viz ., if the 

deceased was taxed sixty or more Pletten during his life time, payment 

shall be one rix- dollar; thirty to sixty, one-half rix-dollar; less 

than thirty, one-fourth rix-dollar . If a man's wife should die , the 

husband mu.st pay in the same manner . The scribe and the beadle shall 
• 

be paid for their services , togethe1· , the s11m of fifteen stiver, and 

this all must take place with the knowledge and consent of the Parnas 

of the month . • 

LXIV . On Simchath Torah, the Parnas of the month shall have the 

privilege of being Baal S 1 gan and it (that privilege) is not sold . 

The Parnas of the month shall call up as follows : a Kohen , a Levite , 

the rabbi of our Kehillah, and then the Dayyanim of our Kehillah; .. 
after them, fourteen more men, an1ong whom shall be the Parnasim and 

the Gabai of the preceding term, according to dignity due them . If 

the Parnas of the month finds it suitable , he may include in the 
• 

number fourteen the present Parnasim and Gabai Zedakah, accord1r-g to 

dignity . He shall fill out the number fourteen with older persons 

from the membership of our Kehillah or v1ith s chols.rs v1ho have been 

titled with the name Morenu , until the number fourteen bas been filled 

out . 

Similarly , on Ti,sh'a. B' Ab, at the Shacharitb service , the Parnas 

of the month is to have the privilege of being Baal S ' gan as is cus-
• 

tornary and he may call up to Torah honors such as he desires . Simi-
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larly , he may distribute all other privileges as he desires , and they 
• 

• 

are not to be sol d . At the Minchah service -on Tish' a B 1 Ab, · the Par-
• 

nas of the month is , of course , to take the S' gar1 privilege and he is 

to call up the three persons who were called up to the Tarah at the 

Sbachar1th service . But the other privileges are sold . 

Also on the other days of the year , if the S •gan honor remains 

(undistributed or unsold) , then the Parnas of the month shall take 

it--either he or one of the Parnasim or the Gabai Zedakah. 

LXV . That no pew in the Great Synagogue shall be reassigned 

un.Je ss an announcement to that effect is made tlu~ee times in the 

Great Synagogue , on a Monday , Thursday , and a Monday , viz ., that all 

who have claims to the pew shall come to the Parnas of the month and 

make his case clear . He who has claims , is to address the Parnas of 

the month, in any event , before one full day (bas passed) after the 

third announcement has been made . I f he does not come by the stated 

time , he forf eits his claim. The beadle is to be paid for the three 

sai d announcements , for each pew , the sum of six stiver . It may not 
• 

be transcribed in the Protocol until twenty- four hours after the said 

third announcement . The beadle of the Great Synagogue is to ask the 

collector whether the seller , the purchaser , or the person ir1 whose 

name the pew is transcribed are in debt to charity or are in debt to 

the Hall to see whether the debts are paid before the pew is to be 

transcribed. Only when the above is accompli shed and they owe nothing, 

then may the pev1 be reassigned as indicated in Article XXVII . 

No pew in the synagogue may be assigned to an unmarri ed man un

less he has £1rst bought his Kehillah rights according to the law of 
• 

our Kehi l ls.h . And then he must CSI'ry responsil,111 ties as do the oth-
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er members of our Kehillah. A1so none • 
of the said pews of the syn-

• • • . 233~ 
agogue shall be given as a pawn to Orchim or Toshbim. It is 

• 

understood that no pew may be sold to an Creach or Toshab ~ nor may 

it be transcribed in his name . No society in our Kehilleh may pur-
. 

chase a pew in 
233a . 

society . 

any manner at all and no pew may be assigned to a 

• 

• 

LXVI . That the expenses for the transcription of each pew in 
• 

the protocol (shall be paid) by the sel ler and the buyer . Similarly , 
234 . 

payment must be made by the giver and the receiver . (The cost) 
, 

of transcribing in the protocol shall be twelve stiver to charity 

for each hundred that the pew is worth; to the scribe , twelve stiver 

f or each pew; to the beadles of the Great Synagogue together , twelve 

stiver . If the transaction requires the services of the Beth Din, 

then the costs fo1" this shall be pai d by the seller alone . But 

should the buyer, to insure security , want the transaction to (take 

1 i th f) th Beth Din . 235 . h l t p ace n e presence o e , then t e buyer a one mus 

pay for the servi ces of the Beth Din . And the Beth Din coats shall 

b e fifteen stiver for the rabbi , f i fteen stiver for the Dayyanim , and 

six for the beadle of the Great Synagogue . If a person should receive 
• 

a pew as a bequest , then that heir shall alone pay all the costs . 

When a pew is not sold--it is either a bequest or a gift , and the 

like- -then the Parnasim or the notaries who are appointed tor the pur

pose shall estimate its worth in order to know how much is to be paid 

to charity for each hundred, as above indicated . The pev1 in the syn

agogue which is sold by the beadle in public , as is customary, shall 

net the beadle one-half rix- dollar· • 
• 
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LXVII . If a pew in the ~ynagogue is announced as being for rent 
• • 

' 
the three times, as established above , and is not assigned during 

the six months after the announcement , then that pew shall not be 
' 

assigned until announcement is made (again) the three times , on a 

Monday , Thursday, and a Monday , as acco11 ding to law . Another an

nouncement fee , as above indicated, is to be paid to the beadle • 
• 

LXVIII . That none of the butchers of the Hall are to give meat 
236 . 

to anyone on credit . If any one violates this rule , then he is 
237 . 

responsible . But to a householder in oui~ Kehillah who has a 

pew in the Great Synagogue recorded in his name , they may give on 

credit to the sum of twenty- five gulden and no more . Should the 

said householder not pay ofr his 
• 

up to twenty- five gulden , to the 

debt , the butchers may put 
238 . 

account of the Kahal . 

the debt , 

For this 

reason , debts to the communal fund are to be paid before they are paid 

to other creditors , so that when a pew in the synagogue is reassigned, 

' whether by common consent or by executive order , the money due the 

co1n1uunal fund , which the ov1ner of the pew owes , shall firs t be paid, 

even though other creditors , who have rights to the money produced by 

the sale of the pew , are not able , thereby, to have the debts due them 

paid in full . 

LXIX. Outside of those in the service of the Kahal who are ap

pointed for that purpose , no householder , Creach , or Toshab shall 

be permitted to conduct services , even though he is remembering the 

anniversary of a death or is a mourner . But on S 1 lichoth days and 

the High Holy- days , householders may , indeed , conduct services as 
239. 

• 

is customary . This must all take place at the order of the Par-
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nasim and the Gabai - Zedakah . At the end of the month of Ellul , the 
• 

Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah are to distril,ute the prayers (which 

are to be led by different householders) , as was the custom up un-
• 

til now . On the Ninth of Ab , no householder may be permitted to 
240 . 

read Lamentations by his own decision but must have the permis-

sion of the Parnas of the month, who will declare him thus honored 

through the beadle . In similar cases in other synagogues , the Par

na or Gabai there (shall confer the honor) . The violator of this 

rule shall pay to charity the sum of ten rix- dollar as fine . 

LXX . That all those who dwell in our Kehillah, whether house-

holder, Oreach, or Toshab , shall be required to establish and con-

firm all the customs of the Jewish rel1.gion that are in use wher

ever Israel is scattered, and all that applies thereto . That man 

who shall take it upon himself to transgress any 0£ these shall be 

banned from all synagogues and shall not be permitted to have con-

tact with anything that has to do with the faith until he repents 

of his transgressions and shall have done full penance , which shall 

be imposed upon him by the rabb i o~ our Kehillah. Moreover , he shall 

not be allowed any privilege in the synagogue until it shall be known 

to all that he has done the proper penance through to the end of the 

period of penance which is imposed upon him by the rabbi , as indi-

t d 241 . ca e • 

LXXI . That no sons of harlots and the like may be circumcized 

in any synagogue in our Kehillah. He who vi olates this rule shall 
242 . 

pay as fine to charity the swn of ten rix- dollar • 

• 

LXXII . That no one of our Kehillah , therefore , shall frequent 

• 

• 
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• 

any gambling houses; dance chambers , and the like . Undoubtedly , (it 
• 

• 
• 

i s understood) that no one shall frequent such house's and , it is un-
243 . 

derstood, not to serve there as entertainer or dance master , be-

cause such houses cause the public to sin and make for a great atum-
244 . 

bling-block in our Kehillah in our many sins . Those who violate 

the above , if they are householders in our Kehillah , de.fir>.i tely lose 

their Kehillah rights and , of course , receive no charity . If they 

are Orchim, they shall absolutely not be able to attain to Kehillah 

rights and , of coursP;, they are not to receive any aid from charity. 

Whether it be a householder , Creach, or Toshab , he shall not be 

granted any religious privileges and his disgrace shall be made known 

in public . 

LX.XIII . That for the good and the benefit of our Kehillah and so 

that expenses which are not ordinary may not become too great , it was 

found to be good to establish firmly as an inviolable law that no 

groom or bride shall give gifts for more than twelve per cent . of 
the dowry mentioned in the marriage agreements , wherein all must 

be included . 

• 

LXXIV . That the beadle shall . not announce anytl1ing in the syn

agogue except that the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah give consent 

by a majority vote . But if someth·lng should happe11 in the synagogue 

that \Varrants a.n inm1ediate announcement and not all the Parnasim are 

present in the synagogue , then the announcement shall take place by 

a majority vote of those of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah who 

happen to be present in the synagogue . A minor thing , such as the 
• 

returning of a lost article and the like , may be announced at only 

• 

• 
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the order of the Parnas of the month . The beadles are to regulate 
• 

themselves as above indicated , vi z ., that they shall' always be guided 

by the majority vote of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zeda.kah. Should 

one of the Parnasim be missing, thep they shall hearken to the lords 
245 . 

of the Parnasim in that particular place . 

Also , the beadle who has sold a privilege shall be believed to 
246a . 

say who the person as who bought that privilege • 

• 

LXXV . With reference to a Brith Milah, the following procedure 

shall take place : viz ., that when the father has a pew in a certain 

synagogue , then the child shall be circumcized in that synagogue 

wherein the father has his pew . If the father has no pew , then the 

Brith shall take place in the synagogue where the godf'ather attends 

services . If the godfather , too , has no p~i , then the Brith shall 

take place in the synagogue in which the Mohel has a pew . Should none 

of the above have a pew , then the ceremony shall take place in the 

Great Synagogue . And in that synagogue where the Brith takes place , 

the godfather shall receive Torah honors , but according to the law 

as is indicated in Article XXX . He shall give six stiver to t he 

beadle of that synagogue for ine . 

LXXVI. That all 1eddings and all pert aining thereto shall be 

held in that synagogue here the groom, the father of the groom, or 

the father of the bride have a pew . The choi ce (of the synagogue ) 

i s at the discretion of the parties involved. If none of the above 

have a pew in any synagogue , the wedding shall take place either in 

the Second Synagogue or in the Ne Synagogue . But as for distinguish

ed guests who come from out of torn to have the ~edd ng take place 
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here , permission is granted the Kahal to let the wedding take place 

in the Great Synagogue . • 
Similarly , as to the wedding of orphans who 

themselves have no pew in any synagogue and whose fathers , previously, 

whether on the part of the groom or on the part of the bride , bad a 

pew in the Great Synagogue , it , too , may take place in the Great Syn

agogue . If a man brings up from childhood , in his home , an orphan or , 

in any event , a child of a good family or of a relative , that child is 

to be considered as his own child and that iedding shall take place in 

the synagogue to which the foster father goes . And in that synagogue 

where the wedding takes place , the groom must also go up for ToPah 

honors on the Sabbath before and after the wedding. And all is ac

cording to law . The beadles of all the synagogues shall take special 

care to see that no wedding or Brith Milah take place in a synagogue , 

which is contrary to the said law . Should the beadle violate the la , 

no matter who he may be , he sl1all pay as fine to charity for each 
• 

violation the sum of two rix-dollar . 

LX.XVII . That all the members of our Kehillah, and also Toshbim 
246 . 

and Orchim who are in our Kehillah, shall have to pay a fixed smn 

each year for the fund for candles for the Da~ of Atonement , hich 

( candles) the Kahal lets burn in each synagogue in order to fulfill 

the (ritual) obligation (in connection iith the Day of Atonement) . 

Similarly , (they shall pay) a fixed sum for the Ethrog f tmd . The 

said things are taxed and (the said tax) is to be imposed upon each 
247 . 

individual by the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah. 

248 . 
LXXVIII . That at weddings in our Kehillah only jesters and 

musicians who are householders and members of our Kehillah may be 

• 
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• 

hired ; but if this be impossible , then others are elgible . These 
• • 

(jesters and musicians) shall not receive more than the f~t hire . 

LXXIX . That , in order to obviate any noise or confusion during 

services in the synagogue , it was four1d good to confirm the former 

la1 , that it shall be an inviolable ordinance that no woman may leave 

her place in the synagogue to extend good wishes to a friend or rel 

ative when that person has an occasion of rejoicj.ng , whatever it may 
249 . 

be . Furthermore , no woman may go about the synagogue to invite 

women to go with her to be godmother or to attend to the details of 
250 . 

a wedding , and the like . If any person violates any of the above , 

he shall pay for each violation four rix- dollar . 
• 

LXX.X . Th~tt at all religious £easts , such as weddings , circum

cisions , and the like , the celebrants are to collect money for the 

Bikkur Cholim as has been the custom to collect money for the Bik

kur Cholim at all religious feasts . That money is to be given to 
.. 

the Gabai in charge of the Bikkur Cholim. He who violates this not 

only makes inappropriate use of sacred property but also is to pay 

as a fine to charity the sum of two rix-dollar . 

LXXXI . That the sellers of all wines and cheeses that are brought 

into our Kehillah are to have a writ of Hechsher from the rabbi of our 

Kehillah. Similarly , all sellers of wines and cheeses who are ithin 

our Kehillah shall have a writ of Hechsher from the rabbi . If they 

have no such ~rit of Hechsher from the rabbi , then no individual shall 

be allowed to buy of them . The fee o'f" the rabbi for tl1e above- men-
251. 

tioned is fixed in the rabbinical contract • 
• 

• 



,. 
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. 252 . 
LXXXII . That the Gabaim of the Society Gemiluth Chaaadim 

• • • 

shall not be permitted to bury the dead--may it not ·be said con

cerning us !--except with the knowledge and consent of the Parnas of 
• 

the month , who is to give his order only with the consent of the 

other Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah. This has reference to such 

matters as which cemetery and in which grave in the cemetery the 
• 

body shall be buried and, if the deceased is an Oreach, how much 

shall be paid on his part £or the plot of ground . But in the case 

of an emergency, v1hen the other Parnasim a re not available , this all 

may take place at the order and command of the Parnas of the month 

alone . The Parnasim and the Gaba1 Zedakah shall fine him who vio-

lates this ruling as they see fit and as the matter requires • 
• 

LXXXIII . That no one in our Kebillah shall be allowed to buy 

phylacteries and Mezuzoth unless they were v1ritten by well-lmo~vn 

scribes who are householders 1n our Kehillah. The rabbi of our Ke-

hillah shall have careful supervision over this and shall take e are 

that the phylacteries and Mezuzoth shall be wr itten and made accord

ing to law and to religious prescription. 

LXXXIV . If a prayer is offered for a dangerously sick person be

fore the open ark , such prayer musttake place in the synagogue in 

which the sick person has a pew . Similarly , in 
253 . 

mourner prays in a wailing chant before the 

the case where a 
254 . 

Bor 1 chu, that , 

too , must take place in the synagogue where the mourner has a fixed 

place . Should the above not have a pew in any synagogue , such shall 

take place in the Second Synagogue or in the New Synagogue . 

LXXXV . The rabbi of our Kehillah may not summon anyone to appear 

• 
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255 . 256 . 
in court , or punish anyone , or issue an announcement con-

• 

cerning any person, whether it be a person who resides in ou.r Ke-
• 

• 

hillah or who resides in its surrounding territory, except with the 

knowledge and consent of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah. How-
257 . 

ever , the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah shall reprimand him who 

talks rebelliously and not decorously , not as is due the dignity of 

the rabbi , (and they shall reprimand) him who rises up in any manner 

against the law of our Torah. They shall ask for his humiliation and 

shall take him to t ask for his insult offered to the Torah. They 

shall punish him as is suitable , according to his misdemeanor , and as 
258 . 

they are empowered to do . 

LX.XXVI . That no one in the synagogue shall bestir hims elf to be-

gin to raise his voice in prayer before the cantor co1nmences and , of 

course , shall not interrupt the cantor in the midst of a prayer , or 

stir up confusion . He who violates this shall pay a fine to charity, 

for each violation , four rix-dollar . .. 

LXXXVII . All doc11ments that are ritten in our Kehillah must be 

written (to be official) as follows : first , it must be signed by the 

persons involved; second, two notaries must set their seals to each 

doc~~ent . The notaries are to be the cantors or the Great Synagogue 

as well as the beadles of the Great Synagogue . The groom and bride , 

as well as the other persons involved , shall have to sign the first 

(marriage) agreements . That scribe or those notaries, who do not 

sign , shall , together , pay a fine of ten gulden . 

LXXXVIII . That all documents that are made in our Kehillo.h ac-

cording to l aw and in the indicated manner and certain stipulations 
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and conditions are agreed to by the two parties , then that stipulation 

shall be written and mentioned in the document that is wri t ·ten by the 
• 

scribes and sealed by the notaries , and (signed by) the persons in

volved . Should there be a separate docwnent with a certain condition 

made by a scribe or by notaries and there be no such condition men-

tioned in the correct document , even though such occurred with the 

consent of the parties involved , that ( second) particular document 

is null and void like a broken piece of pottery and the first and 

correct docwnent remains in force with its original strength, so that 

no other person shall be deceived by such or be hurt by such proce-

dure . The notaries and scribe who write such a separate document 

shall have to pay ten gulden to charity as fine . 

LXXXIX . One of the two parties invo:Ned in a marriage must come , 

at least two days before the wedding , to one of the beadles of the 

Great Synagogue and hand over to him all the documents that are nec

essary for the adding end pertaining thereto . Then the beadle shall 

let the same be known to the Parnas of the month and to t he callee-

tors and obtain proper orders from them . Then the said beadle shall 

make the same known to the scribe of our Kehillah , who shall complete 

all the documents at the set time , and (shall see) that they shall be 

signed by the notaries and that they are properly taken care of by 

the parties involved . Should the scribe violate this and fail to see 
, 

that the parties do their part ~1th regard to the documents , at any 

rate , by the first day of the week following the wedding , he shall 

pay as fine for the first offense the sum of five gulden . For the 

second offense , he shall be removed from his position for one month. 
. 259 . 

Similarly, he who ~ishes to ' deposit his fine • shall let one of 
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the beadles know about it one day before; and the scribe shall finish 

his recording of the marriage stipulations at the ti~e of the paying 

of the fine . 

XC . Should the two parties be Orchim, they are to pay three per 

cent. of the dowry mentioned in the marriage stipulations to charity , 

because of the marriage agreements . One half shall be paid by the 

groom' s family and the other half by the bride ' s family . If, for some 

reason or other, no ' fine was paid,' (1. e., at the proper time) , then 

that fine is to be paid before the ceremo11y . If there is no do~vry 

recorded in the marriage stipulations and if one of the parties is 
• 

believed to be wealthy , then they shall pay together to charity the 

sum of five gulden. If they are poor , they shall pay one half a rix-

doll~ar . 

XCI . The first terms of the marriage contract are to be those of 

the ' fine paying. ' Thia to be paid in this n1anner : Of a doY1ry less 

than five hund1·ed gulden , thirt~y-four stive1· are to be paid, one 

gulden by the groom' s family and fourteen stiver by the bride ' s fam

ily; (of a do\'vt•y) of five hundred gulden and above, tv.ro gulden by the 

gh 1 h ' -Pamilv •
260 

• If groom's family and twenty- ei t st ver by t e bride s ~ J 

there is no dowry mentioned in the contract and if one of the parties 

fs believed to be 1ealthy, then they shall give as though the dowry 

were recorded as being five hundred gulden and above . But if they 

are poor , they are to pay as though the dow1-.y were recorded as being 

less than five hundred gulden . There shall al rays be present at the 
'L(ol. 

' paying of the fine ' a canto1· and a beadle of the Great Synagogue , 

i.e., each according to turn . Should a cantor or beadle not be pre-
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sent at a ' paying of the fine ,' according to turn , then his portion 
• 

shall go to his associate who took his place , i.e., !f it be known 

that he had an Wlavoidable accident--God forbid l--or that he was 

111 , and the like. 

XCII . That with regard to the documents pertaining to the wed

ding , the groom shall pay :for each document as follO\VS : Of a dO\VI'Y 
• 

less than five hundred gulden , he is to pay the notaries ten stiver 

for each docmnent and the scribe he is to pay five stiver for each 

document . But of a dowry of five hundred stiver and above , he is 
a~1Cl. . 

to pay the notaries for each document sixteen stiver, and the scribe 

he is to pay f'or each document six stiver . The rabbi of our KehilJ.ah 

shall be paid for every wedding ceremony that he conducts: of a dowry 

of a thousand gulden and less , one per cent .; and of a dowry of one 

thousand gulden and above , he is paid , for the first thousand , one 

p_er cent ., and of that which is above the thousand there is to be 

paid one- fourth per cent . Each groom is to pay for his 'bachelor ' s 
• 

262 . 
banquet ' the sum of twelve stiver to charity . The cantors are to 

receive , all together , fo1· wine and glasses , the sum of six stiver. 

The beadle of the synagogue here the wedding takes place is to re

ce1 ve for· candles the sum of six stiver. The scribe shall def1ni tely 

not be allowed to collect money for anything . (Violat ion of this 

rule involves) a fine of ten rix-dollar . 

XCIII . If there is no dowry mentioned in the marriage contract , 

then the wedding documents , in this regard, are dealt with as though 

they ~ere of a dmry of five hundred gulden and above . But if it is 

laio n that the persons involved are poor people, then they are to pay 
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as though the do~ry were less than five hundred gulden . They shall 

pay the rabbi for the Kiddushin the sum of a half rix- dollnr • 
• 

XCIV . All the above four articles apply to the members of our 

Kehillah and to their• childl~en , also in such cases here one of the 

two families involved are Orchim , or where they are children of mem-
263 . 

bers of our Kehillah who have not lost their Keh1llah rights • 
• 

But if they should happen to be Orchim or Toshbim, they are al ays 

to pay double the above amounts , except that they be known as poor 

people , in which case the Parnas of the month is to use his dis -

cretion . 

XCV . That all the said payments , whether by members or by Or

chim, shall be paid before the wedding proper . Also should the 

parties involved not wish to have the proper documents pertaining 

to {the wedding) made , they shall , nevertheless , pay for each doc

ument as indicated above , which is appropriate to give . 

XCVI . For other documents , other than those pertaining to the 

wedding and the marriage contract , such as documents of loan, sale , 

and the like , there shall be paid twenty- s i x stiver , eleven stiver 

to the scribe and fifteen to the notaries . The scribe shall record 

all the various documents , ~batever they may be , in a record book of 

the Kahal , that is set aside for that purpose , which record book, 

after i t is filled , shallbe brought into the Room of the Kahal and 

shall remain there . The scribe of the Kahal shall be paid £or each 

document that he records in the said record book the sum of two 

stiver . Should one of the parties , or he ho is mentioned in the 
• 

document , desire a copy of the said document, he shall be given such 



- 67 -

with the knowledge and consent of the Parnas of the month, 1 . e ., the 

Scribe shall make a cop~r and the tvJo nota1~ies shall sign their names 
• 

thereto . For this service they shall take as payment from that per

son who desires such for all (the Scribe and the notaries) the sum of 
264 . twelve stiver . 

XCVII . Each bridegroom is to pay to charity money for the G' lilah 

honor , viz ., one - half per cent . of the highest dov1ry n1entioned in the 

contract , Mhether it be on the part of the groom or on the part of the 

bride ,
265

• for which paJ'1llent the groom shall have the honor of G1 lilah 

in the synagogue , i . e ., in that synagogue ·here the 1edding is to take 

place . The groom is to have a choice with reference to the Sabbath on 

which he is to have the G' lilah honor : either on the Sabbath on hich 

he gives the gift to the bride or on the abbath before the adding . 

Should there be two grooms to be honored on that Sabbath, lots shall 

be cast between them . If this is not agreed to , then one must con

sent to take the Hagbaha honor . He who loses by the casting of lots 
.. 

shall have his honors on the ~ollowing Sabbath . The rule is : that 

groom whose proper turn it is shall have precedence . Should a groom 

not desire to have the G' lilah honor , he must , nevertheless , pay for 

such honor to charity as indicated above . The said G' lils..h fee is to 

be made by those who have not been married before but not by a 

WidOV"7er . 

XCVIII. If the parties , or one of them, should live outside 

(of the Kehillah) and the wedding is held outside of our Kebillah, 

then the groom is to pay only halr of the G1lilah fee in our Kehil

lah, viz., one- fourth ,per cent . o.f the highest dov1ry , as above in

dicated . If the place of the wedding be near to our Kehilla.h or if 
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it take pla ce in a suburb to our Kehillah where he makes no payment 

of G1 lilah n1oney , then that groom must pay the entir.e G' liiah amowit 
• 

here . If the two parties live here and , nevertheless , go outside 
• 

the Kehillah for the wedding and if the (newly-married) couple reside 

in our Kebillah, then , too , the entire G111lah fee must be pa~d . In 

the event tha t the groom pays only half the G111lah anount , he is not 

to have the G' lilah honor in the synagogue for this reason . 

XCIX. Similar (to the above} is the rule with regard to the Kid

dushin fee for the rabbi , viz ., if the edding takes place in another 

Kehillah in the said manner, then his Kiddushin fee shall be regulated 

as in the matter of the G' lilah fee , i . e ., whether all or half shall 

be paid. For example , in the case where the rabbi has to grant per

mission for the Kiddushin , he shall. always be paid the entire amotlnt • 

• 

C. That a member of our Kehillah v1ho goes to another Kebilleh 

to have the v'1edding take place , in which event he does not fi11d it 

necessary to have any documents made out here , 1 . e ., ( he goes) .to a 

place that is not subject to our Kehillah, then the groom must , 

nevertheless , pay the notaries of our Kehillah, of a dovrry less than 

three hundred rix-dollar ~ three gulden ; of a dowry of three hundred 

to six hundred rix-dollar , four gulden ; and of a dowry above six 

hundred rix- dollar , five gulden . The said money shall be divided 

e ually among the notaries . The scribe shall be paid, for each mat 

te1· , by the parties involved, the sum of fifteen stiver . 

CI . That all the customs of our Kehillah, especially those men

tioned in the book dealing 11th the administration of the synagogue , 

especially 1th the order of the prayer , piyyutim, and the Kaddish-

• 



- 69 -
• • 

. 
im--all that we have been accustomed t o observe from former days and 

with the consent of the rabbis --shall remain in their power and 
• 

strength. Hereby there are establi shed anew al] the matters of ad

ministration that pertain to the synagogue which have been published 

from before . To be sure , if the rabbi should , according to the need 

of the hour , find it good to make a change , he shall be permitted to 

do so to that extent , but otherwise or further he shall not be per

mitted . 266 • 

CII . All the above articles and ordinances shall be ma111tained 

without any changes therefrom . And they shall be as a sign and as 

a charge ; for a good name and for glory ; and as inviolable . 

However , if at any time it be found to the good and benefit of 

our Kehillah that it be necessary to alter any of the above ordinances , 

to aruiul them, or to add to them an ordinance according to the need 

of the hour , then such cannot take place in any manner other than that 

by the majority vote of all the presiding and past Pernasim an~ Gaba- e 
268 . Zedakah and with the approval of the honorable , great , worthy 

burgomasters of our city, the holy Amsterdam. And the Lord will ac-
269 . 

complish that which concerneth us and may He send us our redeemer , 

soon and in our time . Amen . 

This being Sw1da.y in the mo1"l1ing , the rabbi came to us in the 

Room of the Kahal and he has looked through and read all the above 

ordinances from thei r beginning unto their end. And he has requested 

of us to ampl1fy
270 • that which is mentioned in Articl e XXI with re

gard to the rabbi and his being permitted to have a inyan with the 

Scroll in the service with the Orchim ho a1"e instructors . Therefo1'e 
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all the present and past Parnasim and Gaba- e Zedakah have considered 

the matter and have resolved by a majority vote that , out of respect 
• 

for the r abbi , such shall be granted him in the follov11ng manner: 

That he shall be allov1ed to have a Minya.n ith the reading of Scrip

ture each day, once at the Shacharith service and at the inchah ser

vice , and also at the early morning service on the Sabbath and the 

Holy- days , once and no more, on the condition that the rabbi is not 

to use a householder , a sojourner, or an Oreach as part of the Min

yan , and also none of thei11 children , (i . e ., he :l.s to use none) 

other than Orchim who are instructors . Otherwise , all t hat is men-

tioned in Article XXI remains in full force and authority , in its 

severity and its strength . 

.. 

• 
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TO THE HONORABLE MESSRS . BURGOi~ASTERS 

AND ALDERMEN OF THE crrY OF .AM TERDAM : . 

The Parnasim and Administrators of Charity filaba- e Zedak~ 
271 . 272 . 

of the High German Jewish co1ru11nnity of this city h11mbly 

273 274 . 
report: that the petitioners , • in compliance with the 

......... 
fourth Article of the resol ution of your orships , of the date of ._,,, 

275. 
June 9 , 1735, having added to their body in assembly --after 

having previously made public notice thereof in the synagogue of 
276 . said petitioners --the present and past Parnasim and Gaba- e Ze-

dakah , and , by a majority 
277 . 

vote , have resolved and confirmed 

the ordinances hereto affixed, and , hereby , endeavor respectfully 

to ask your orship 1 s approval of the same , and by this ( petition) 
278 . 

we do such . 

The Burgomasters 

seen and examined the 

and Aldermen of 
279 . 

said sealed 

High German J ewish corm1unity of this 
282 . 

the city 

churchly 

city, have 

of Amsterdam, having 
280 . 

ordinances of the 
281 . 

seen fit to ap-

prove the same , according to the resolution of June 9 , 1735, 

hereto affixed, ~hich , 

also , that the Seventh 

too , your ~orships have approved , 
283 . 

stipulating, 
284 . ( Article shall be added , vi z ., ) that , in 

285 . 
order to avoid all suspicion , the election of the Parnasim and 

286 . 
the Gabai Zedakah shall take place in the pr esence of al l the 

past Parnasim and Gaba- e Zedakah and the rabbi , and that the bal -
287 . 

lots shal l be drawn by the rabbi , in order to declare the r e-

sults of the election of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah; that 

the same (the electors) shall write down ( their votes) in the board 

room288 • of the Parnasim; end then su1·render them to the rabbi , ho 

shall then cast the respective votes in the ballot box and shall 
289 . 

also 7 then , take them out . And all other things pertaining to 
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l 
290 . 

the e ection shall have to take place within the said board room . 

And as for Article XXVIII, the four Hall Gabaim--because the 
• 

main part of 

up the money 

h . f 291 • 11 k 1 k t is und goes to the poor-- sha eep and oc 
292 . 

in such a manner that no one person , ~ithout the 

othel"S , can have free access 
293 . 

thereto. And they shall also have 
296 . 

at the paying of the butchers . And 
294 . 295 . 

to be present weekly 
297 . 

they shall record 
298 . 

everytl1ing properly . 
299 . 

Act of April 12 , 1737. 

In the presence of all the Messrs . Burgomasters and wit -

300 . 
nessed by me , the secretary--signed-· 

Pieter Rapt . 
3 01 . 

302 . 
Registered in the Tenth Large Memorial Book, Folio 138 and 

following, in the offices of the City of Amsterdam . 
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THESE are the ordinances made by all the Parnasim , the Gaba- e 

Zedakah, the present and the past, in full agreement and consent , 
• 

and their number is 102 , and are clearly 102, sifted thirteen times .
303

• 
• 

And the leaf thereof shall be 
304 . 305 • 

for a healing . Sunday , the 

28th of Ada.r Sheni , 1737 .
306

• 

Here , the Kahal Kodesh of the Ashkenazim in .Amsterdam; 

may the Lord establish it on high. Amen . 

(Signed by the following : ) 

(1) 

(2) 

Ha-Katan Chaim Boaz ••••••••••••••••••• (Parnas of the month) 

~" Ha-Katan b . Chaim Kaliph •••••••••..•••••••..•••••• (Parnas) 

{3) Ha- Katan Loeb b . Zalman Emrich •••••.•••••.•..••••.• (Parnas) 

(4) 

( 5) 

{ 6) 

( 7) 

Itsik b . Manis Casebier , of blessed memory ••••••••• {Parnas) 

Sn ki db .* J 1 Emd 307 • (P ) us s n uz en en • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • • • • • • arnas 
-t· 

Mordecai b . Alexander •••••••• . ••••••..•••••••••••• (Parnas) 

* 308 . Feibleman b . Ezekiel , Kohen Zedek •••••• (Gabai"Zedakah) 
* 309 . 

"volf b . David Frankfo1~t •••••••••.•• (Gabai Zedakah of 
the Bikkur Cholim) 

Abraham b . Zadok •••••.•••••••••••••••••••••.•• (past Pe.rnas) 
,),:. 

Isaac b . Moses ~ag , of blessed memory •••••••• (past Parnas) -
~ 310· 

David b . osea, of biessed memory • ••••••• (past Parnas) 

Feis
311 . 312 . ~~ . b . Zanvill , Kohen Zedek ••••••••••• (past Gabai 

Zedakah) 

** Benjamin b . Abraham Jacob •••.•••••••••••••• ( past Parnas) 

Jehudah Loeb Levi ••••••••••••.•••.••••••.••••• (past Parnas) 

~·· Jehudah Loeb b . 1ordecai Kohen , of blessed memory ••• 
• • • (past p e.rnas ) 

-~ ,, .. 
..... ...n ... .n· 

Juzleh b . Elkanah , of blessed memory ••••••• (past Parnas) 
~(,. 

Jacob b • ·· Chaim Kali ph ••••••••••••••••.•••••••.• (past Gabai 
Zedakah) 

• 

i-. ~~ 
Sender b . haim~ , of blessed memory ••••••••• (past Parnas} 
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Chaim b . Juspa Levi ••.•••.••...•••••••• (past Gabai Zedakah) 
* . . 

Abraham b . Stisskind Levi ••••.•••••.••. ( pas.t Gabai Zedakah) 

Samson b . Mordecai Levi ••••••••••••••••••••••• (past Parnas) 

• 

• 
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SYNOPSFS 
• 

(of the above articles) 

I . The ~dministration of the Kehillah , that it shall be by the 

Parnas im and the Gabai Zedakah. The services to be rendered by the 
• 

Gabai Zedakah of the Bikkur Cholim. When the Gaba.1 Zedakah of the 

Bikkur Cholim also has a vote in the house of assembly . 

II . The distribution of charity money , that it is to be done by 

the Gabai alone , and that it shall be done with the consent of the 

Parnas of the month, or that it be done ~ith the consent or the Par

nasim by a majority vote; and when the Gabai Zedakah must bring his 

record book to the Kahal . 

III . Ho•v old a Parnas or Gabai Zedakah must be in order to be 

elected such . How many Platten they must hold . How many years they 

must be members and householders in our Kehillah. 

IV. Concerning those who journey out of the province , that they 

are not to hold orfice . 

• 

v. That no debtors or bankrupts shall be considered for election 

to the office of Parnas or to any other office; nor anyone in disgrace 

with the government . But not he vho is owing money to charity . 

VI . The Gabai Zedakah is to collect the charity money . The ac

cowit of the Gabai Zedakah . 

VII . With regard to the election of Parnasim and the Gaba1 Ze 

dakah . At what time and in what manner it shall t a.ke place . li th 

regard to the electoral connnittee , how it is formed . 
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VIII . ~ith regard to a case in which tro persons have an equal 

nlunber of votes .for the office of Parnas or ·Gabai Zedakah. · That no 
• 

elector may turn in a vote for himself . The fine for the violator . 

IX . Concerning the Parnas or Gabai Zedakah vho does not accept 

his charge . How much fine he shall pay . 

x. Concerning the casting of lots: who is to be the Parnas of 

the month . The oath of the Parnasim, that they shall conduct them

selves righteously . 

XI . Co11cerning an outgoing Parnas or Gabai; him who does not 

accept the office of Parnas--when he can again become Parnas . 

XII . Concerning: the Parnasim who must be in the two synagogues 

near the Great Synagogue; him who is free of this obligation; him 

who shall take charge there; tl1e fine for the violator . 

XIII . Concerning the assembljng of the Parnasim at the order .. 
of the Parnas of the month. The fine involved when a Parnas does 

not attend . 

XIV . I.f the attendance of the Kahal is not complete and something 

important is on the agenda , who shall take his place . The fine in-

volved when a person does not dome . 

YJJ . Concerning him v1ho is to set forth subjects for discussion 

in the Kahal . That all that is agreed upon must be attested to by 

all . The fine involved for h:i.m who refuses to sign . 

XVI . Concerning the election of Gabaim . Through hom it takes 

place . The Chathan Torah and Bereahith. Vihen they are chosen . 
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XVII . The Chathan Torah and the Chathan Bereshith, where they 
• • 

must sit . How much they are to pledge to charity . The fine for him 

who refuses to accept . 

XVIII . Platten money . How each is taxed. 

XIX . If Platten money is to be collected more than once , in 

what menner it shall be done . 

xx . Concerning the various bans on meat , fresh , salted , dry , 

fat , scraps . That which does not come from the Hall of the Ashkenazim; 

the fine for the violator . Should one iish to slaughter an animal , 

how much he shall pay to charity and hov.r much to the S.hochet . 

XXI . That no Minyan is to be held r1ith a Scroll . ~~hen and ihere 

the use of a Scroll is permitted. The fine for the violator . 

XX.II . That no conspiracy is to be made against the Kahal or any

thing contrary to the interests of the Kahal is to be done . Tqe fine 

involved . 

XXIII . Concerning him who speaks profanities to his friend , or 

who strikes him , in the synagogue . Men or women . Fine involved . 

XXIV . The ordinances of the organization . Who may be rabbi , 

Gabai , or beadle in the organization . 

X:XV . The charity list . That the fuel list is to be exem:ined . 

Who is to receive charity . 

XXVI . That he . ~ho receives benefit from charity shall hold no 

office . In vhich cases he may hold office . 
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XXVII . That the Gabaim are to take office on the eve of Ho-
• 

shanah Rabb ah . Vlhat their particular duties are . The busi'.ness of 
• • 

the notaries of the Kehillah and of the collectors . 

XXVIII . The Hall Gaba1m, their conduct , the account they must 

render . The fine for• him who does not wish to serve as such. 

XXIX . That he who is summoned by the beadle to come to the Ka

hal must co1ne . Fine for him who refuses . 

x.xx . Who may purchase an honor in the synagogue , ascend for 

Ta" ah honors , and be S ' gan . Concerning Chiuvim. The householder , 

the itinerant guest , the order of their turns . 

XXX:I . Relatives simultaneously in office . Which are proper and 

which are not • 

XXXII . Teachers and their pupils . The curriculum. fho shall 
• 

supervise these matters . How many years a teacher may be here • 
.. 

XXXIII . How long after their ~edding , persons may become mem-

bers of the Kahal . How much they are to pay into the coffers . A 

widower , a widow, who have children and wish to become members . 

XX.XIV . Concerning him who has not bec~ne a member within the 

fixed time . Him who resides outside of the province . The la in 

this regard . 

xx:x.v . An itinerant guest who wishes to become a member . How 

much he shall pay . The time for payments . What is the law should 

that itinerant have children . Children of householders , ho have 



- 79 -
• 

a bad reputation, who wish to become members of the Kehillah, what 
• 

• 

is the procedure. • 

• 

• 

XXXVI . The householder who wishes to move . How much he shall 

pay £or each year . The length of time in which it must be paid • 

• 

XXXVII . The children of the rabbi and of the cantor of the 

Great Synagogue , what is the law in their case with regard to mem

bership in the Kahal . 

XXXVIII . The householder who desires financial assistance in 

marrying off his daughter . 

XXXIX . That no synagogue building is to be altered . That no 

notice is to be posted on the synagogue without the consent of the 

Parnas of the month . Fine involved for the violator . 

XL . The Gaba1.m must collect the charity money themselves . 1hen 

they must render account to the Kahal . 

XLI. To how many persons Shloach Monoth may be sent on Purim. 

The forbidding of certain celebrations . Gifts to Orchim. Fine for 

the violator . 

XLII . How many persons may be invited to a wedding or a Brith . 

ho may be reckoned in the number of the invited . Weddings spon-

SJ red by an organization . The banquet in connection with the giving 

or betrothal gifts . All pertaining thereto . Fine for the violator . 

XLIII . May vie live and not die t--Which dead are to be buried at 

Zeeburg and which at Muiderberg . Concerning him who dies on Erev 

Shabbath or on a Holy- day . 
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XLIV . The election of those in the service of the Kahal and by 
• • 

whom they are to be elected . The election of a cantor . The election 

of a rabbi . ·All that applies thereto . 

XLV . The Beth ha-Mid.rash and the rules applying thereto . 

XLVI . That the cantor and scribe shall call no one ' Chaver • 

or ' Morenu ' who is not such. Fine for the violator . Concerning the 

conferring of the titles 1 Chaver ' and ' Morenu .' 

XLVII . Concerning the order of the prayers of the cantors . When 

they are to conduct the service . 

XLVIII . The cantors who do not conduct services in their proper 

time . The fine involved each time . Their turns in the synagogue . 

XLIX . That the cantor is not to commence conducting the service 

in the synagogue without the consent of the Parnas of the month . The 

fine involved . They must revie·v the Sidrah on Erev Shabbath and on 

the Holy-day . The fine involved . The procedure in connection with 

the P ' suke D' zimra . rith regard to singers . 

L . The matter of consent concerning new books and old. The fine 

involved . 

LI . The rabbi of another community , or a communal representative , 

who wishes to preach. How long the Parnas of the month is to boa.rd 

him. 

LII . Those who a:re bankrupts , debtors, who have made settlements 

~1th their creditors . What they shall pay to charity . 
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LIII . That no one is to perfo1im a v1edding ceremony without the 
• 

consent of the rabbi and the consent of the Parnas of the month . 

The fine involved . Concerning Kiddushin out of town. Concerning a 

marriage before the goverrnnent . Concerning the securing of testimony 

and the other appointments of Dayyanim . 

LIV . Concerning him who wishes to distribute books to the mem

bers . Him who desires to go about asking for money at the homes of 

the wealthy . That no woman shall go about the synagogue to ask for 

hous ehold expenses for the poor . The fine involved . 

LV . Concerning him who gives a Scroll to the synagogue or dedi 

cates one . Which honors are granted him . All pertaining thereto . 

LVI . nien a person must declare h1mself a Chiuv . In which syn-

agogue he is such . 

LVII. The turns in which the Scrolls and the ark- curtains are 

used . 

LVIII. Concerning him who is a Chiuv or has an occasion of re

joicing, and has a Scroll or an ark- curtain , and all pertaining there-

to . 

LIX . Who may act as S 1 gan . The order of those called up . ho 

may be called up for Torah honors on the Sabbath . The groom who is 

a Chiuv . 

LX . When young men may be called up . In which synagogue . In 

which manner they ~ay purchase S 1 gan . 
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LXI . Concerning him who goes up to Torah honors , how much he 
• • 

must pledge to charity . How much he must give to each charity . 

Concerning the Mi She-be-rach. 

LXII . How many ~1 She-be-rach' s one may have offered . How 

many persons may be mentioned by name and who is not to be counted 

in this number . The lifting of the Scroll . Who may lift it . How 

many sections he shall display . The fine involved . 

LXIII . Children who have the Etz Chayim honor for the £1rst 

time . How much shall be paid. Concerning inscriptions in the 

emor book of the names of the deceased. 

LXIV . Concerning the S 1 gan on Simchath Torah. Those called up . 
' The Mitzvoth on Tisha B' Ab . The case ~hen S ' gan is not sold . 

LXV . ~he transcription of pews in the protocol . How many an

nouncements must take place . When the transcription is to take 

place and all pertaining thereto . Who may pawn such a pew or pur-

chase such . 

LXVI . The expense of transcribing a pew . How much is to be 

paid and to whom . hen the services of the Beth Din are required , 

how much is paid therefor . 

LXVII . The pe~ that is announced three times , how much time is 

given for transcription . 

LXVIII . The butchers i n the Hall . To whom they may give on 

credit and how much • 
• 
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LXIX. No householder may conduct services other than for 

S ' lichoth and on the High Holy- days . 

song'' on Tisha B ' Ab . Fine involved . 

ho may •twail a Zionite 

LXX . No one shall do anything contrary to the law of our 

Torah and our customs . Punishment for the violator . His penance 

in the matter . 

LXXI. That no son of a harlot shall be circwicised in the syn

agogue . The fine involved . 

LX.XII . No gambling places or dance houses shall be conducted. 

The fine for the violator . 

LXXIII . How many presents a bride- groom may give his bride . 

LXXIV . Announcements in the synagogue . The beadle must obey 

the majority vote of the Parnasim. The beadle is believed to say 

to ~hom the Mitzvah has been sold . .. 

LXXV . In which synagogue a Brith Milah is to take place . The 

Chiuv of the godfather . 

LXXVI . In which synagogue a wedding must take place . Orchim 

ho come from another place to have the :edding take place here . 

With regard to the wedding of an orphan . The wedding of an orphan 

reared in the home of a person . 

LXXVII . The money for the candles for Yorn Kippur . Ethrog money . 

Ho it is to be paid • 

• 

LXXVIII. 1hat kind of jesters arc to be hired for a wedding. 
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• 

LXXIX . 1lhat no wo~an may lee.ye here place in the synagogue to 
• • 

• 

extend congratulations to another woman . That no woman may call a 

woman to go with her to a Brith Milah or to a wedding . 

LXXX . The collecting of money for Bikkur Cholim at a religious 

celebration and to whom it must be given . Fine for the violator • 

• 

LXXXI . That wines and cheeses must have a note of Hechsher at -

tached to them by the rabbi . 

LX.XXII. That the Gabaim of the Gemiluth Chasadim Society shall 

not bury the deceased without permission of the Parnasim. All per

taining thereto . 

LXXXIII . /here one is to purcl1ase Tefillin and Mezuzotl1 . 

LXX.X:IV . Concernir1g the prayer for the sick in the synagogue . 

Concerning a mourner \Vho co11ducts the service befor·e the Bor ' chu . 

LXXXV . That the rabbi may summon no one to a case without the 

co11sent of the l?arnas of the month. Concerning him who talks 1 111pu

aently to the rabbi. The punishment involved . 

LXXXVI . That no one shal l begin to pray in the synagogue befor•e 

the cantor conmenees to conduct , or inte1·rupt during the prayer , 

or confuse the cantor . The fine for· the violator. 

LXXXVII . 1ho must sign the docume11ts of the scribe . 

LXXXVIII . If there is a conditional matter in a doctm1ent , it 

must be mentioned in the document . The fine for the violator • 
• 

• 
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... LXXXIX . He 'J,.O is going to have a wedding must declare such in 
• • 

advance to the beadle . 
...... The s Cl"ibe must attend to the documents in -

time . 

XC . Orch1n1 \ft/ho livish to get married , how much they are t o pay 

out of the dowry to charity . 

XCI . The fee for writing conditional statements . The notaries 

who must be present . 

XCII . The fee for documents at the time of the edding . The 

Kiddushin mor1ey for the rabbi . 

XCIII . How much must be paid when the amowit of the do\ry is 

not stipulated in the agreement . 

XCIV . How much an Oreach or a Toshab who have a weddil1g must 

pay the scribe and the notaries . 

.. 
XCV . ~hen the payments for wedding doct1ments must be made . 

Concerning him \Vho does not ~ish to have the custon1ary doct1ments 

made·. 

• 

XCVI . The fee that is paid the scri be and the notm~ies for other 

documents . The copying of documents into the protocol . 

XCVII . Concerning the G' lilab money of a bridegroom . ihen he 

is to have the G1 lilal1 honor . The case in ~hich ther e is more than 

one groom present . 

XCVIII . be G' lilah mo11ey , then the wedding does not take ple..ce 

here . 
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XCIX. The Kiddushin money that is paid .the rabbi when the wed-
• 

ding does not take place here . 

c. How much shall be paid the notaries and the scribe fc1 doc-

uments ~hen the ~adding does not take place here . • 

CI . Concerning the customs and the administration of the synagogue . 

The procedure . 

CII . That if the time makes it necessary , to alter or to add , 

or to diminish any ordina11ce--how it shall be done . 

(Correction:) 

In Article XCII it is written : But of a dowry of five hwidred 

stiver and above , he is to pay the notaries for each document six-
313 . 

teen stiver , etc . It should read : '' eighteen stiver. 11 
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NOTES 
• 

• 

1 . At the first use of certain Hebrew words , they will be ex
plained in the notes , and tl1en the Hebrev1 will be used consistently 
throughout the text in transliterated form . Likewise , an abbrevi
ation, at its first use , shall be explained and then , as necessity 
dictates , it will either be omitted or used in the Hebrew . 

2 . The Kahal is the 
Parnasim and the Gabai . 
munal group . 

group consisting of the officers , viz ., the 
Kehillah is the term designating the com-

3 . The Hebrew abbreviation for this expressio11 is 1'•37• 
written out in full , is JOtc ll"'1SJ i1lll:l" 

1 Which , 

4 . Aluf' ( '1' '~ ) can be t1-.anslat ed. as '' chief . " He::,re 1 t is a 
general term for 11 leader . 11 The \Vord Kazin ( t • ~p ) might be ren-
der·ed as ''magistrate . '' That , too , is here a gene1"al term for a pron1-
inent man in the corrnnuni ty . The important officers are the Parnasim 
( D" D l i D ) and the Gaba- e Zedakah ( npi'J "at:i l ) • The \'lord Par-
nas may be rendered as '' leade1 ... •• or , as 111 some pl aces , ''wardens .'' 
"Administrator of charity" expresses well the intention of the phrase 
Gabai Zedakah. -

5 . The Hebrew expresses this 
tion l"~" , which, 111 full , is 

prayerful sentin1ent in the abbrevia
o;~ l l l cii~ c~ow~ 

6 . The date is designated as follows : 
Jl Dln a1 ~ ~ll l ~~ nno~l ~~~1 

The first quotation is Nwn. 6 : 23 , which is taken from the Parasha11 of 
that particular week, viz ., N\!/ l , which , 111 1757 , was read on Ju11e 
11 . The second is Isaiah 55 : 12 and has the ord 1 ~n written 111 
large letters which reveals the year as being 1737 . But the Isaiah 
passage reads : )l.,lln 01'111~1 l ~n nnort3 ~:l 

7 . The title page records the document as having been printed by 
Raphael b . Hezekaih Athias . He is recorded in the Jewish Encyclopedia, 
artic. le 11 Athias , '' as 11 A printer in Amsterdam, 1728- 41 . '' 

On the £ront cover of the book there is inscribed the name Jacob 
Hamburger , Parnas and leader . He is , no doubt , the owner of the book . 
The insignia of the Proops printi11g establishment is imprinted on the 
back cover . One can only guess as to the reason for its appearance 
there . It might be that the book was bound in the bi11dery of their 
f'irm . 

8 . The phrasei1 'li~ l}lJ 1n1 , translated literally , mea11s 1and 
its foundations are sunk . '1 Its meaning here is that the ordinances 
are confirmed by the government . 

9 . Whenever the government is mentioned , this expression is used . 
In all likelihood, it was repeated autor11atically , but at the same time 
it was a pious vish for the welfare of the government in consonance 
lith the sentiment expressed in Pirke Aboth 3: 1: ''Pray for the Melfare 
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of the government,. since but for the fear thereof men would swallow 
each other alive.' 

• 

10 . The gra11m1ar is bad . 
on the part of the write1· to 

This is evidently due to the attempt 
introduce the subject in flowery style. 

11. I.e., tend to his ovm affaiz·s , or, observe the la: r. 

12 . The te treads ~wj1Jl 1~~1 , which is a play on the ex-
pressior1 in Peaahim 50b, which reads .,~Wl l l ~.,, 

13 . Of course, the reader is mem t her·e . 

14. Ps • 29: 11 • 

15. This ~1as a period of much internal strife and , in order to 
prevent any misuse or misquoting of the constitution, this authori
zation and legislation was found to be necessary . 

16. The phrase np~~; l~~l ~lp means the paying of money to 
the comrn11nal fund for chari tjr purposes . Throughout all these Tak
kanot the fines are put into this fund and whenever a fine is men
tioned in this translation it is to be understood as a translation 
of this phrase, unless otherv1ise indicated . 

17. Gulden is the translatior1 of lli1f • In the mode1on Dutch 
coinage system, a gulden is the equivalent of one hundred cents , and 
two and a half gulden are the equivalent of one r1jksdaal~er {common
ly spelled rix-dollar) . The latter was chiefly current in the 18th 
and 19th cent ur ie s • 

A r1tksda~l4er is 
A gu deµ is 
A cent is 
A stuiver (stiver) is 

the equivalent of 2! gulden, 
the equivalent of 100 cents, 
the equivalent of 1/100 gul~en , 
the equivalent of 1/20 gulden , 

or 
or 
or 
or 

$1.0049 
. 4020 
.0040 
.0201. 

18. ~i1~~'~'~ is the French-German BureaustM.nde--shelves . 

19. 8"'~,}1~~,]')10 can be translated as ''offices.'' 

20. The following material previous to the Takkanot proper are 
part of the city records. 

21 . The rvord is 
council . 

c~ii1 4 l 4'~ and is the equivalent of the 

22. Sigmund Seeligman , in his article in the Jewish Encyclopedia , 
(Art. ''Amsterdam'') has characterized the po1:1er of the Parna.sim ell . 
He writes: ''During the ~hole of' this period the power of the parnasim 
was almost absolute. Consulting only those who had already served in 
the office, they modified at ill the statutes of the congregation and 
procured the approval or the magistrates. For the lay members of the 
congregation there remained nothing but implicit obedience. 11 

In this c se, it is evident that the members of the commw1ity re
beled, perhaps not for the first nol' last tine, against this dictator-
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ship on the part of the parnasim and finally the dispute had to be 
resolved by the municipal authorities . The. burgomaster and the coun
cil of Amsterdam had on previous occasions settled disputes between 
the parnasim and the members of the Ashkenazic group . On this oc
casion , the Sephardic authorities were asked to intervene and present 
their report . As a result of this report , it as concluded that the 
Parnasim were to continue to hold authority and that they were of 
blameless reputation . 

23 . The , .. n.. of this document is not to be translated •1111di -
vidual1' but ''member .'' The wo1'd is a translation of the Dutch licimaat , 
•hi ch means ''member . '' In a footnote to the foreword of his transla
tion of El Libro de los Acuerdos , Lionel D. Barnett explains that 
Yehidim are .c"a!led ''heads of houses of this Nation , '' which is the 
equivalent of n--~n ;51~ • Gras ov1sky and Yellin , in thei1~ '' Hebrew 
Dictionary, '' consider i .. n' as a member of a group . 

24 . Called the ''high'' German community because of the Hochdeutsch 
which they spoke , and not as contrast to a poss i ble ''low'' German com
munity . 

25 . The Sephardi.m , because of the i r wealth and culture , were looked 
upon with respect by the .Amsterdam governn1ent . The Ashltenazim , on the 
other hand , were comparatively poor and had less access to European 
culture and were perhaps looked down upon by the government authorities . 

26 . The ''polite'' form is used : ,,il :i~~et rl''l,l ',,tt •:.•t( 

27 . ..,. l is the Dutch nader--further , hich , here , means an 
investigation involvi ng close exsmj i1ation . 

28 . The text here contains some redundancies and i s , t herefore , 
freely translated . 

29 . ~£11 '1 is the Dutch rust , the equi valent of our v1ord '•rest .'' 

30 . ,.,,.,l~ i s the English 11order , 11 i. e ., decor:e.1m . 

31 . l' O,N l l 1--1y~ is the Dutch tegenwpordig , the equi valent of 
the German gegenw~ptig ; in English--"present ." 

32 . .,l,}1il~~ 1~ is the Dutch te beheeren- -to manage , direct . 

33 . CMl l P' .l i s the Dutch bekwaam--able , clever , apt . 

34 . 
such 

-tll 
The phrase ,",, J'~ 'llN l'JN, t:tll is corrupt Dutch, 
manner .'' 

35 . i~e~ is the Dutch staat--state or status . 

meaning 

36 . 31Vl~l1)1 , ,.,n110 is perhaps related to the 
which means '' unburden . '' The meaning of ,.,,npo 

, 
French Q.echarge , 
is doubtf ul. 

• 

37 . 1,. l' i;)J is our ''elect . '' 
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38 . It is interesting to note that the farnasim elected their 
own succes£ors . Despite the fact that the ele ction took place in 
the presence of the past officers in order to prevent collusion , one 
can easily doubt the fairness of the election, for each Parnas was 
elected by the previous pe.rnasim, so no matter how careful the old 
officers 1ere at the election , they must have been partial to the 1n
ctnnbents \Vho vJ ere electing nev1 officers to succeed them. At any rate , 
the leaders of the people were not elected by the people . The e 
lection was by no means democratic . 

38a . The fi1st night of Chol ha-Moed Succoth . 

39 . Nll is ''now .'' 

4o .11~ 1·~~ ~~· DlXis the Dutch ten overstaan van--in the pre
sence of . 

41 . 11i~, Mi is the equivalent of the German dadurch. 

42 . lll,?·~ l•iM Bildung is, of course, the German word for 
''formation.'' l"~'M is related to the ''arg'' of Argwohn . The two 
words together then form the phrase ''ima.gj ni11gs of suspicion.'' The 
text explains the word with the Hebre~ ,1'11 • 

42a . lllt •p i~D is the Dutch verk1~~1ng--election • 
• 43 . The 7Mn is nowhere explained. It is doubtful hether it 

was the communal meeting place . The Dutch gives the word hal as being 
the shambles or fish-market . It might 1ell be such, since PJllsterdam 
is on the sea coast (the Zuider Zee) and is the scene of a large fish
ing industry. The word can b e rel ated to the German Hall , Which means 
the market or bazaar . In Articles XX.VIII and XLIV it 1s stated that 
the Hall Gabaim are to supervise the Shochtim and the butchers• This 
leads us to believe that the Hall was the meat market for the cornmun-
1 t y and that the Hall Gab aim were the officers ir1 cha:r·ge there . This 
was an important office , no doubt , since it controlled the food supply. 
The Hall Gab aim (Article XLIV) helped in the electirig of those \Vho 
worked in the Hall , e . g ., Shochtim , butchers , and menials . 

44. These two persons are nowhere else mentioned in the Takkanot . 
be 

45. From this date and subseq..tent dates toAfound in these pre-
fatory articles , it is evident that the constitution was acted upon 
in 1735 but that it was not printed W1til 1737. It vas to take ef
fect in 1756. 

46 . t • 1"' p '"lMl> • See above , note 42 a .. It is explained by 
the expression t'' t .,n 1 J • 

47. ,,.,lllN. The meaning is clear but the etymology can 
only be guessed at . The intention is to "put angles about , 11 hence 
''circumscribe'' or ''limit.'' rr ~ .. ~ ~~o.U.. k~m,'' 

. UJ.c~ 'hott.. 
48 . , ..,. ~!:>D is our 11 amplify .'' 

• 
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48a . It would be erroneous to regard this as strict government 
supervision and to say that the Amsterdam connr1unity had l~ss than 
medieval autonomy . The municipal government is acting here in the 
capacity of police officer and judge in the dispute between the Par
nasim and the members of the Kehillah. The terms of respect used 
here are not of abject submission but as respect for the duly con
stituted authorities . 

49 . };..,, C'bp :opv is our '' exactitude . •• 

50 . 'J~yl~l 1'~ is the Dutch ingezetenen--inhabitants . 
0 I 

51 . 
''what one 

~in''"11Pll~'l is 
can expect . 1' 

52 . 
translated 

.,.,,lN f'i is 
as '1 disunion'' 

explained as verheisen, i.e., promise , hence 

our ''dis order . 11 ande>"" 'f.>l' l' 'R 
or 11 strife. 11 

DlK can be 

53. l~lNi ~1~ ~K\l is the Dutch wel zoodanig, which means 
11 or in such a manner .'' 

54 . 
''thi11gs as 

t'iyn'l , the Dutch behooren--to be customary, i.e., 
they sho~ be .'' 

55 . 1=» 1 · tlD N"~lYl"DptoC is best translated by ''experience.'' 

56 . lll~'l'~l~D £1nds its origin in the French maintenir-
maintain . 

57 . The ''secretario . 11 

• 

58 . See above , page 4 , line 11, the proclamation mentione~ there . 

59 . The phrase is 

'Oll1Pis the 
••cognizance. 11 

hear . 

Dutch kennis, 
}'11 lll ,Nl1l 

the German Kenntnis ; to be translated 
is the Dutch gewaar ~orden--learn of , 

60. 'N11 is the Dutch wel--to \\Tit , with reference to . 

61 . 1'.,tt1p il'.!) is the Dutch verklaren--to declare . 

62 . 
means ''in 

ci~~ol~t y,~ is 
the presence of.'' 

the Latin praesentibus , which , here , 
a • 

65 . ~ l 1tol1 J l l t( is uerhaps a variant of , - , 
overstaan van (see note 40) and is redundant here . 
hand , the entire phrase 11D "~'lSJp l'K ,11rozr l 
indicate the idea of ''witnessed by.'' 

the above ten 
On the other 

l lN may mean to 

64 . Secretary , no doubt , to the city government • 
• 

65 . lODl.:ll bJii the Dutch des avonds--i11 the evening . 



• - 92 -

66 . ·i~~ is the Dutch bode ( cf . German Bote) , meaning messenger • 
• 

67 . Such proclamation , called i11~~il , as a cormnon custom • 
• 

68 . The signature is : •J11• ~, 1111~~~~~ y; • Le Stebennun 
is i1ot a co1nmon Dutch name and the name here might be a corrupt form 
of the more co1mnon Le Steven . This person seems to have been the not ry 
public . 

69 . The document later speaks of two Gaba-a Zedakah but the trans
lator is inclined to believe that there was only one . See the list 
of the signers . 

70 . He was the chief social \vorker , as 1 t were , \'Vho tool{ care of 
the needs of the sick . Bil!kur Cholim is not just visiting the sick 
but attending also to their needs . 

71 . Each month a different Parnas acted as presiding officer . 
Each served for two months . It is not clearly indicated whet her it 
was a month at a time or two months in succession . 

72 . One can be sure that this auditing vas done very carefully. 

73 . An exception to this rule is the following : A Gabai Zedakah, 
although he was not yet forty years of age , could become a Parnas two 
years after his having been Gabai Bikkur Cholim . In this case , he 
could become a Parnas at the age of thirty- eight . 

74 . 11 The entertainment of poor wayfarers became a necessary branch 
of communal organization, and the strain was met by distributing the 
guests among the various ho~seholds of the town at which they broke 
their journeys for a while . · This system, like all humane sys~ems for 
the relief of the poor , increased the evil which it sought to mitigate , 
and was no doubt responsible for the creation of the troublesome 
feat~e of modern Jev1ish life , the professional mendicant traveller , 
who is less a tramp than a licensed blackmailer . '' 

~·Footnote : 11 Earlier than the sixteent h century there grew up a 
system of Pl atten , i . e . ' bills for the payment for poor students and 
travellers to v1hom hos pi tali ty as sho\vn . • Kaufmann; J . .R., 111 , 
512 . 11 This is taken from Israel Abrahams ' J ev1ish Life in the Middle 
Ages . 

11In fifteenth century Treviso , the president of the congregation 
would draw from the urn the tickets by which poor wayfarers were re
spectively assigned to the homes that would entertain them . A noted 
Rabbi of the time ruled against those ~.ho , aiming to keep transients 
away , sought to impose upon them the embarrassment of having to drai 
their own tickets . '' Abraham Cronbach, Je\vish ~hi l~n_thropic I ns ti tu-
t ions i n the Middle A es (Jewish tracts , no . 1 ). -

Bernhard Wachste n , in Yi vo Bl etter , vol . 6 , article on Runkel 
cormnrmi ty , gives the etymology thus ( p . 91 , footnote no . 17) : '' Pl atte , 
Bolette , Bi let . 11 
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75. The \Vord used here is 
• 

0 lpD • 

• • 

76. The Great Synagogue is the large, central synagogue in \·1hicl1 
the Kahal had its board room. It was built in 1671 (De Haas' EncyclQ• 
pedi_a. of Je\vish Kn9·Nle.dge, Art. 11 Amsterdam.''). There were other syn
agogues in the community , as Article XII suggests . One of the others 
v1as specificalJ.y called the Little Synagogue (see Article XXVII, last 
paragraph.). Others were called the Second Synagogue and the New Syn
agogue . (See Articles XLVII and LXXVI .) 

77. See note 23 . 

78. The intention here is that he may be elected again to office 
and that office may be that of Parnas . 

79. The Jews were highly involved in international trade and 
their business frequently carr id them out of the city. This was 
especially true of the Parnasim who were the wealthier business men . 

A word should be inserted here concerning the many publishing 
houses which flourished in the Ashkenazic Kehillah. The Encyclopedia 
Judaica , article '' Amsterda1n, '' section ''Buchdruck, '' presents a good 
survey of the printing business of this time, which is presented here 
in trw1slation: ''The Ashkenazic Jev1s also established many printer1es, 
which published editions of the Bible , the Talmud , as well as of 
prayerbooks , and also produced for foreign countries; in addition , 
much of the Holland1sh folk-literature ~as translated and printed 
into Judeo-German. Of the publishing houses of the Ashkenazim , the 
following should be named : the.t of Mose Kosman E111rnerich (1688-1697), 
of Salomon b . Joseph Proops (1704-1734), and of the members of his 
family and descendants among 1bom the publishing business continued 
until 1912. Many scholars , teachers , and rabbis were also proprietors 
of publisl1ing esta.blisl'llllents, viz ., Joseph Maarsen (1712), l't1:os~ Frank
fort (1721-1746), who published the larse rabbinic Bible with com
mentaries; Joseph(b. Akiba Blir) Dayyan (1717-1742}, \Vho , among others 
had published a fine edition of Alfassi . At the emancipation , later , 
the descendants of Naftali Herz Levi Rofe distinguished themselves . 
In the French period, they assumed the name of Embden . Amsterdam 
was the home of the first complete Judeo-German translation of the 
Bible , and there appeared simultaneously two such translations , the 
one of Jekutiel Blitz ublisbe<!} by Uri ha-Levi , the other of Joseph 
vitzenhausen fPublishe by Joseph Athias . This canpetition of the 
publishers st~red up all Je~ry. The Cowicil of the Four Lands and 
the rabbis of the largest Polish and German communities 1ere involved 
in this . A similar situation occurred later in co11nection \Vi th the 
dispute involving the Proops publishing co1npany , who published their 
orld- famous edition of the Talmud as competition against the Su.lz

bacher printing firm . A similar controversy arose again, when an 
edition of the Talmud in octavo form began to appear in etz . 11 
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80. l"~l~Jtt'DJ;D and l"~lK"J il p~ . The first originates from 
the Latin cessio and means a bankrupt , one who signs over his property 
to his creditors. The second seems to mean ·11 debtors . '' · 

Further disqualifications of the bankrupt are to be found in 
Article LI . 

81 . It may be that those lfho v1ere imprisoned f"or crimes by the 
government were aided by the Jewish community to pay their f i nes or 
to have their period of imprisonment shortened, but within the Jewish 
community proper , these persons lost the respect of their fellow Jews. 

The fact that a special article is devoted to bankrupts and debt
ors seems to indicate that bankruptcy and the non-payment of debts 
may not have been uncommon occurrences . 

82 . That his debt has been paid. 
Non- payment of debts to the commWlal fund was not punishable by 

an overt act such as imprisonment but as subject to public censure . 

83. So that his honor vill be restored in the eyes of the community . 

84 . )"i~l l p , a corrupt form of ''account ? 11 

85 . A special room set aside for the meetings of the Kahal , no 
doubt . 

86 . This seems to be the beginning of the fiscal year. 

87 . Note that tv10 Gaba- e Zedakah are mentioned . Later, in 
Article VIII , only one Gabai Zedakah is clearly indicated. And 
Article VI , above , begins with the phrase npi~ •tc:Jl ,li1 
So the translator will assume in this translation the~ being only 
one such officer. The difficulty arises from the l ack of vocaliza
tion of the text . The word •NJl may be vocalized either in ~he 
singular as • =~ or in the plural construct as "~; ! • 

88 . The list of nominees is evidently composed of the wealthier 
individuals of the comrnunity ••• an oligarchic plutocracy. 

According to Article III, evidently , should one become a Parnas , 
his Platten tax rises to 50 Platten. 

89 . This voting took place before the ark to remind the electors 
that they are to be honest in their choice . 

90 . The description of the nomination can be depicted as folla1 s: 
a) A general list of nominees is dra\vn up . Fro1n· these 
b) those who hold at least twenty Platten are selected . Of 

these , 
c) 25 are selected . And 6f these , 
d} 7 names are drawn . These seven are the basis of the 

election proper . The text is not clear, but the translator 
is inclined to believe that these seven are the electors and not 
those to be elected for office • 

• 

91 . Here called a , 1 ~"' r • This may not mean a ''member of a 
commit tee of seven,'' for tl1e elect oral group, if it is the six Par-
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nasim and the three Gabaim mentioned in this Article , consists of nine . 
It may be a special group organized for ele·ctoral purposes·. On the 
other hand, if the translator is correct in assuming that there is 
only one Gaba~Zedakah (see note 87) , the electoral canmittee may be 
indeed the six Parnasim and the one Gabai Zedakah , the Gabai Bikkur 
Cholim having no vote (see Article I) . 

92 . Nowhere in the constitution is the name of the Gaon Ab Beth 
Din mentioned, but we can safely assume that , since , from other de
scriptions of this period, Eliezer of Brody served the conn11unity dur
ing this time , he is the rabbi referred to here . He served the Ash
kenazic commWlity from 1736 to 1740, when he left Amsterdam to settle 
in Jerusalem . He died in Safed in 1741 . 

93 . The final seven nominees? 

94 . Article X shows that there were three Parnasim and a Gaba1 
Zedakah elected at each election . No doubt , the three Parnasim old
est in point of service withdrew from office to let the three new 
Parnasim take their place . Thus , of the six Parnasim , there were al
ways three veterans of at least a year ' s service and three ne ones . 
Each served for two years . 

9A • All these heavy fines smack of Sephardic influence . 

94b . This article seems to indicate that only half of the Par
nasim elected took office and that the other half took office a year 
later . (See note 94 . ) 

95 . The document no~here shows clearly how many synagogues there 
wer·e in the Ashkenazic connnrmity . This statement , hoviever , reveals 
that in addition to the Great Synagogue there were at least two s all
er syh gogues • 

96 . They are to be selected by lot and these are to be summoned 
to the meeting . 

97 . The phrase is 
meaning 11authori ty . •• 

98 . See above , note 43 . 

99 . From this statement it may be asswned that each synagogue 
had its own Gabaim and collectors and that each charitable organi 
zation had its own officers but that the activities of these were 
closely supervised by the Parnasim and the Gaba-e Zedakah . The func 
tions of these other officers and their relationship to the Parnasim 
and the Gabaim is , however , not clearly indicated . 

100. The honors of being either Cbathan Torah or Chathan B' re
shith were evidently highly coveted, thus necessitating an election . 
Yet it is interesting to note the fines for non-acceptance . 
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101. Viz ., that it is to be done in the full session of the Kahal • 

102 . These are special seats , no doubt , ·on the Birnah. 
• 

103. I.e., those honored in this manner in the other synagogues . 
Each synagogue , of course , had its own Chathan Torah and Chathan re 
sbith. 

104 . This numbers the charitable organizations for us as seven . 
This number included: 1) a group of grave- diggers , b) the Talmud 
Torah (see Article XXIV) , c) the Bikkur Cholim, d) the or anization 

XXVII , paragraph 4) , f) the Torah study group see Article LXI), and 
g) the Gemiluth Chasadim--the bt~ial society (see Article LXXXII). 

105. The reason for thus declining the honor after having been 
elected to it or for not wishing to sit in the designated seat is a 
matter fo1· conjecture . It may have been that they were \Veal thy busi
ness men who felt that they had more important things to do at the 
ti1ne . 

105a . See note 23 . 
106 . It is obvious that a Toshab here cannot be a local person 

requiring relief , since he is to contribute to charity . He is, there
fore , a person who is not a full - fledged member of the Kebillah but 
who , nevertheless, resides there . He may not be registered as a 
Yachid or s.s a Baal ha-Bayis 111 the Kehillah record books . 

107. Platten Ma-oth is money to provide Passover needs for the 
indigenous poor or fol" the transients \'\Tho spend the Passover seaso11 
in Amsterdam . 

108 . The fact the group cons sts of tl1e six Pa.i'nasi1n, the Gabai 
4 

Zedakah, the Gabai Bikkur Cholim, and the seven additional persons--
which, all together , totals fifteen--clearly shows that there was 
only one Gabai Zedakah. (See discussion in foot-note 87 . ) 

109. The wealthier individuals were asked to be members of this 
committee . ealthy individuals~ ere most always co8pted ihen matters 
of taxation were concerned . 

110. The Hebrew abbreviation for this expression is ~·y~n , which, 
written out in full , is n~l~~ l~''~ N)n. 

111. Permi~sion ~·as needed of the past officers to make an emer
gency assessment , but the specific fo1·m of assessment v;as to be at 
the discretion of the incwnbents. 

It should be noted that this Article differs from Article XVIII 
in its pres c1·ipt ion of the manne1" of as~ es sment , because it provides 
for emergency measures . 

112 . 1 i l n • The reason for using do.1ry a.s a basis for assessment 
is a matter for conjecture . 

113 . For explan tion of Yachid , see note 23 . 
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114. ni\N may be translated as 11 itinera11t guest'' or as ''tran-
sient. 11 Later remarlrs, ho\vever, in Article XXIV and others, seem to 
indicate that the Oreach was not just a poo! transient, a yagrant, 
but rather an immigrant who came to settle . This, -to be sure, makes 
it difficult to distinguish between an Creach and a Toshab. Yet a 
Tosl1ab was not a recent imm:i.grant nor was he a full-fledged membe1' of 
the Kehillsh. (See note 106.) The Oreach is soo1etimes a distinguished 
guest such as a rabbi, scholar, etc. 

115. For an explanation of Toshab, see note 106. 

116. l'Ol~ is the Dutch buiten--cxcept, save, on the outside. 

117. See note 43. This statement supports the conjecture made 
there. 

118. t1~31i1 is clearly the Germa.r1 Jurst. 

119. The sale of meat brought revenue to the communal coffers, 
hence the restrictions. It may be, too, that great assurance was 
afforded that the meat was Kosher if it were sold by the Hall. It 
is dii'ficul t to understand v;hy tongues were exceptions to the rule. 
It may have been considered of little value. 

120. E.g., charity, honors in the synagogue , services of the 
rabbi, etc. 

121. MDl nnn~. A cow or a bull. 

122. The text has it as 
it is more likely some kind 
note 180. 

ti 
II l • This 

of a stiver. 
may be a bank shilling, but 
This is discussed later in 

123. This does not refer to piety but rather to the funds for 
charity. There was more opportunity for taking in money on pledges 
for Torah honors at the regular services i n the synagogues. Further
more, if too many small services took place here and there the unity 
of the community would be broken up with a consequent lack of' control. 

124. I.e., at all festive occa~ions such as ~eddings, Britb] ilah, 
etc. 

125. No pledges ~ere taken for Torah honors on this occasion. 

126. It may have been that the synagogues were unusually crowded 
on the Holy-days and so the rabbi would have special services earlier 
in the morning for the itinerant guests of the community. A1so, the 
rabbis ~•ould like to have services in their own homes in honor of' dis
tinguished guests . This is still done in Europe today. 

127. The reason for this statement is not clear. 

128. This is modified later in the form of an amendment at the 
request of the rabbi. He asks for per1nission to have a 1 inyan at 
his home 1th Scriptural reading dur ng the ~eek. This ~as to be in 



- 98 -
• 

services attended only by the instructors of the school . This ~as 
granted and he \Vas permitted to have a ]inyan at his bome , . together 
with the reading of Scripture , at the Shacharith and Minchah services 
each day , and also at one early morning service on the Sabbath . This 
Minyan was to include or1ly him and the inst:ructor•s and none else . The 
rabbi may have made this special request , because he felt it desirable 
and convenient for them to have services in connection with the study 
sessions at his home . 

129 . .l 1 "n refers to having a privilege in connection vv>ith the 
Torah reading . 

l~O . The phrase is i~ n11 na. These are gifts given in 
memory of the dead , especially on the days when the Memorial Service 
is recited , viz ., Yorn Kippur , the eighth day of Passover , the second 
day of Shebuoth, and Shemini Atzepeth . Matnoth Yad here refers to 
the days on which these gifts are given . That the eighth day of 
Passover , the second day of Shebuoth, and Sh1 mini Atzereth are the 
Matnath Yad days may be derived from the fact that the Parashah in 
which that phrase appears is read on those days . The phrase is Deut . 
16: 1'7 . On the eighth day of Passover , Deut . 14 : 22- J.6 : 17; the s econd 
day of Shabuoth , Deut . 15:19- 16 : 17 ; Shemini Atzereth , Deut . 14: 22-
16: 17 are the traditionally assigned Torah readings . 

For a fui~ther discussion on the Rakarath Neshamoth see the fol 
lowing taken from notes on lectures de'livered by Dr . Jacob Mann: 
"zunz ' s theory is that Hazkarat Neshamot was taken over from the 
Catholic Church mass and introduced in the synagogue in Germany to 
connnennr1orate the names of the martyrs after the First Crusade . This 
is untenable . It is unli kely that the Jews would have taken over 
such a solexnn custom fron1 the church . We have traces ir1 our 11 ter 
ature going back to olden times , (II Maccabees XII ; 39- 45) , of the 
living offering gifts for the dead . From the Gaonic responsa e 
learn of the custom of the Jews of distant countries sending money to 
the academies where a prayer , Hashkabah, was recited for the dead . 
After the First Crusade the custom of mentioning martyrs is prevalent 
in the Rhine district . ibe Yizkor was recited every Sabbath before 
Shebuoth and Sabbath before Tisha B ' Ab , ( Razon) . Origj.11ally , Yizkor 
was recited every Sabbath and on the anniversary of the death of the 
martyrs . In other cowitries it was said on the day when charity was 
donated publicly, e . g ., Yorn Kippur , 8th day of Pesach, 2nd day of 
Shebuoth, and Shemini Atzeret~ It is quite probabl e that the church 
took the idea fr01n the Jev1s . 1

• 

131 . The text has it as 

13)i. It should be noticed that this is an extremely heavy penalty . 

132 . The despotic rule of the Parnasim ~as , no doubt , a constant 
bone of contention but , authorized by the burgomaster and his council , 
the Parnasim ruled with a high hand despite the many objections on 
the part of the men1bers of the Kebillah. (See above , note 22 . ) Their 
governmental pattern was , no doubt , taken after the contemporaneous 
gentile local and national governments . 
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133 . It would be very interesting to know the background for the 
curious rulings in this Article . No doubt , misdemeanors of the sort 
mentioned were frequent and some such ruling 1as necessary ~ To save 
the face of the offender and also not to deprive hilri of his synagogue 
v101•ship may have been the reasons for the tendency toward lenience in 
this last statement . 

154 . It is evident from this statement that the Orchim of this 
docwnent were not transient beggars but v1ere inn11igrants who came to 
settl e . They seem to have come from other countries to Amsterdam 
and to have formed their own Landsrnannschaften and to have organized 
themselves into groups with synagogues and social organizations of 
their own . All these were subject to the supervision of the Kahal . 
This leads us to think that the Oreach was the person who had citi
zenship irt other towns , that the Toshab was the poor settler in 
Amsterdam who had no citizenship rights anywhere , and that the Yachid 
was the full citizen of the Kehillah. 

135. Those who are on the '74' t>lJ~ n3~p differ from those \Vbo 
receive Platten . Those who are on the Kitzvah Zettel are the local 
familie.s of a better class who a1·e'~poverished and who receive a sub
sidy from the canmunity . Platten were for the itinerant poor . 

136. Perhaps the Oreach had his own Landsmannschaft to which to 
appeal for aid . On the other hand , this may refer not to an immi
grant but to an actual wayfarer . If this wayfarer was a man of dig
nity and honored , he was not subjected to the humiliation of receiv
ing Pletten as was the regular procedure for the itinerant poor , but 
he was placed on the Orchim list as further indicated . 

137 . The text reads ~~,~!:>1' which is , no doubt , our '' apart . '' 
The word is frequently used . 

138 . The text reads 'l., l ti , the Dutch turf , which means ''peat . '' 
This shows that fuel was an item distributed by charity for the poor . 

139 . The election of the Parnasim and the Gabai Zedakah took 
place on the first night of Chol ha- oed Succoth . (See Article VII .) 

140 . The text has it as D'lDNl. These were taken from among 
the cantors and beadles of the Great Synagogue . (See Article LXXXVII. ) 

141 . The men and the women, as was usual, worshipped in different 
parts of the synagogue . 

142 . The text reads ":>.,pl~V • It is a west - Frankish dialect 
word: Schank , meaning 11 closet'' or •• cabinet .'' It is to be found in 
the Polish spelled the same v1ay . Here it has the djminutive ending . 

143 . The text reads 
mainder'' and is , too , the 

144 . The text reads: 

1lJ ~D~~ • Rest is the German for "re
English ''rest ,'' which means ''balance .'' 

145 . Three of the social service organizations mentioned in 
Article VII . 

. ~-----·----
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146 . The text reads l-~H·'n ~~ , which is the Dutch verhuren 
and the lov1 German verheuern, v1hich mean ''to hire . 11 . 

• 

147 . This does not necessarily mean to say this was a coir1 in 
common use then or that a coin was given this name . This is merely 
using the Biblical terminology. 

148. A tautology . The phrase is repeated by mistake . If it is 
eliminated, the sense is clear. 

149. The text reads 
diminutive ending . 

150. See note 43 for an explanation of the Hall . 

151. The text reads rn•pNn , which is related to the German 
Fleischhacker . 

15la. These profits (see, l.ater , note 291) are used as charity . 
The office of Hall Gabai is, evidently , not a salaried one but is 
honorar•y-adminis trati ve . 

152. The text reads 
is the equivalent of the 

b~~~, the same as the Dutch stand, and 
Hebrew Q l pD • 

152a. The heavy fine indicates the importance of the office . 

153. '~:'~~r --accidentally. ( Jastrov1 , p . 113a.) 

154 . 
Aliyah.'' 
Bletter , 

''The Baal S ' gan instructs the reader 'Jhom to honor v11 th an 
Bernhard Wachstein , ., :i·~ l~18 l"N ~np '!!,,,._ tt•, Yivo 

vol . 6 ,, page 96, footnote 68 . ~ 

154a . This is not 
is generally treated . 
intention may be that 

consistent with the way the Creach or Toshab 
In this case, the opposite is expected . The 

a householder should yield to an honored guest . 

155. This is the full title of the rabbi of the Kehillah. For 
the sake of convenience, he shall be called rabbi in this translation . 
Among his duties :l:n the comm.unity were the f'ollo?1ing: 

a) the examining of students in their studies (Article XXXII) , 
b) the supervision of study and instruction in the Beth ha

Midrash (Article XLV) , 
c) the conducting of services for Orchim (Article XXI) , 
d) the administering the oath to the in-coming Parnasim and 

Gabai Zedakah and to aid otherwise in the election 
(Articles VII and X), 

e) the supervision of copyrights (Article L), 
f) acting as head of the court (Article LXV~, 
g} the issuing of Hechsher certificates on wines and 

cheeses , etc . (Article LX:XXIII) . 
The procedure for electing a rabbi is indicated in Article XLIV . 
His salary was ·paid, i11 part , by fees that he received for issuing 

Hechsher certificates and by ~ees received for conducting wedding 
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ceremonies (Articles XCII and XCIII ). 
• 

156 . The Dayya.nim are mentioned here , and in Articl es XLIV , 
XX.XII , and LXVI . They v1ere members of the court . Among their du
ties were the following : They were to be present at the opening of 
the ballot box on the occasion of the election of a rabbi and they 
were to examine the students of the school in the absence of the 
rabbi . They acted as judges in legal matters . 

157 . l'lplpl ilnn --••smelJ. o.t his vessel ,'' i.e., examine his mental 
capacity . (B.B . 22a . ) 

157a. To see whether the child has the abili ty to study Torah . 
Evidently, if a child vas not fit , he was not encouraged to enter 
the Talmud Torah. Perhaps this was a primitive attempt at vocational 
guidance . 

158 . The Kahal did not wish to keep a man separated from his 
wife any more than was necessary. 

This is quite indicative of the fact that instructors came from 
other parts of the cot.mtry and from other countries to earn a liveli 
hood and give ir1struction in Amsterdam. They were frequen tly East 
Europeans . 

159 . To be instructed by him? 

160 . This helps further to identify t he Oreach as an innnigrant. 
(See note 114 . ) 

161. I.e., without any infractions recorded against them . 

16la. The motive behind this is to protect the fair name of the 
J ev:s of the c a1m1un i ty . 

162 . This was t o nsure his safety in such circumstances where 
he is driven out from the to1n of his residence . And such may have 
been not an unconnnon occurrence . 

163. I.e., if he wished later to be reinstated as a member of the 
Kehillah . The removal debt is, in reality, a refuge tax . 

164. The way it is put here , one may think that each congregation 
had its own rabbi . But Article XLVI seems to indicate that only one 
rabbi \Vas elected for the entire Kehillah. This seems to be correct . 

165 . They may , or course , becane members of the Kehillah through 
the ordinary channels provided. 

165a . This thro\·;s light on the morals of the t ime and hov1 the 
conm1unal leaders dealt with immorality . 

fl 

166. The German Stander • 
• 

167 . The Dutch ~anplak ken. The posting of notices as the com-
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mon medium for spreading the knowledge of events . 
stitute a censorship upon ne\vs . . 

• 

This rule may con-
• 

• 

168 . These are subject to the supervision of the general Gabai 
Zedakah and the Parnasim. 

169 . It 1 s •ri tten as ; ~ ~, l !> • This may come from t he Ger1nan 
verteilen- -to distribute . I n i ts later use it seems to be more like
ly· nfood 11 or '' refreshments . '1 The etymol ogical basis for this may be 
the Dutch voedsel , which means '' food . 11 Thi s latter is less likely, 
however , Another possibility is suggested by the following statement 
in the article on Marriage Ceremoni es in the Jewi sh Encyclopedi a : 
''on Fri day evening , or sometimes two Sabbaths , before the ieddi ng , a 
feast was given i n honor of' t he parents ; t hi s feast was caJ.led ••• i n 
Poland, ' vorspiel . ' 11 The etymol ogi cal bases for the r el at i onshi ps of 
these words are , however, obviousl y remote. 

-170 . Written here as 1-.n 4' D ]tt-O . The word refers , most likely, 
to the escorting of the bride and groom to the bridal canopy . 

170a. It may be assumed that it was not unco1mnon to purchase 
property. By contrast to the persecutions of the Spanish Inquisition 
and the Chmielnieki riots , this was a period of comparative peace and 
freedom and the Jew was able to engage freely in co11rmerce and trade 
and was not confined to earning his living by usury . 

171 . This ordinance was made, perhaps , for yet another reason . 
At such affairs t he celebrants would be inclined to be ostentatious 
and this would lead to the envy of both the Jews and the gentiles . 
These sumptuary laws seem to be motivated by Puritanic standards . 
Purim is a time of festivity and such laws seem to run counter to 
tradition . .. 

172 . The word is 1~~ ' ,3 . It may be a corrupt form of the Ger
man bereiten or the Dutch bereiden--to prepare . The secondary or 
derived meaning . as gatherea from the context , may be , '1invi t e . '' 

~~T'- : "C ' • • ~~6 tl\c-M- (t q ~ ~ot ~ I t, ~ai_' ) ~ &:~ ~ 
173 . ~,1~on ' ~~~ 

174 . This is not clear . It would seem that the immediate rel
atives of the tv10 celebrants would not be included in the l imited 
number . This may mean to say that the grandchildren are not to be 
considered outside the number forty . 

175 . Sephardim were welcome , because their presence lent prestige 
to the affair. The Ashkenazim were also interested in making for 
amicable relationships between the older connnwiity and themselves . 

1'76 . In this case , distinguished visitors to the co11nnnnity are 
meant . 

177 . This may mean to indicate foreign instructors who do not 
have their families with them or it may me an that the instructors 
may be invited but without their wives . 

• 
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178. This may refer to organizations organized for 
taking care of the weddings of orphans, and -the like. 

• 

the purpose of 
• 

179. From this may be gathered the fact that there were special 
places for c~tering to ~eddings. It ras permissible for a wedding 
to take place in such a hall but it may have been considered extra
vagant for the betrothal feast to be held there. 

,, 
180. The coin is written as • ~ • This may be a Bank Schil-

ling, but 1 t is unlikely, since it is not a Dut.P-h co1.n. On the 
basis of the coins mentioned in Article XCI, ~ ~ is 1/20 of a 
gulden. In the modern Dutch coinage system (see note 17.) 1/20 of 
a gulden is a stiver, so this must be a kind of stiver. 

It was comn1on for a beadle to be reimbursed in this manner for 
his services. 

181. The Jewish cemetery at Zeeburg is in the eastern part of 
Amsterdam . It has been close' now, for over fifteen years. The 
Zeeburg cemetery was granted the Ashkenazic community by the magis
trates in 1672, ~hen the forces of Louis IV encamped near Amster
dam and blocked the road to the regular cemetery at Muiderberg. 
(See later, note 183.) 

182. It is not clearly shov1n whether this means that the surviv
ors have never received charity or that the deceased has never re
ceived charity. It is more likely that it refers to the survivors . 

183. Muiderberg is a small town approximately twelve iniles out
side of Amsterda1n . It is not to be confused with iddelburg where 
Manasseh b . Israel is buried . One can only guess why Zeeburg was 
less desirable as a burial place than was Muiderberg . The cemetery 
at Muiderberg was purchased in 1642 (J.E., Art . Amsterdam) and ~s 
still in use . 

184. The text reads n'vi'o M~~op~ '~~Wl • 
our \V ord ''extra. 11 

~IODpy is, no doubt, 

185. The titles Morenu and Ohaver were besto·~.,ed upon persons of 
learning . They may not have been formal titles but rather titles of 
respect. The latter seems to have been the lesser title. For fur
ther discussion, see note 191 . (See Articles XLIV, XLVI, and LIX.) 

186. The text reads c~in~' • 

187. D'~l~p, ~DlD • 

187a. Barbers, in former times, not only shaved and cut the hair 
but were also phleboto1nists . These mentioned here were, most likely, 
the surgeons of their day . 

188. This helps further to identi~y the Hall as the meat market. 
(See note 43.) 

• 
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189. This rule was made to prevent any delay in obtaining a rabbi 
because of political st.rife. It seems to h.a.ve been effective, for, 
imnediately after Eleazar of Brody left the position in 1740 to go to 
Jerusalem, Levi Saul LBwenstam succeeded him. 

190. The Ashkenazic community was without a Beth ha-Midrash until 
Levi Saul L8wenstam decided to establish such a school in 1740. 
( J. E., Art. Junsterdam.) This was called the ''Saadat Bachurim. '' 
(De Haas• Encyclopedia of Jewish Knowledge, Art. Amsterdam, written by 
Rabbi Herbert I. Bloom.) This developed into the Rabbinical Seminary 
which, Bloom writes, is still functioning. 

• 

191. These degrees were frequently bestowed upon the rich. They 
were a source of revenue both to the rabbi and to the congregation. 
Titles and degrees conferred elsewhere were not recognized, because, 
for the most part, outside rabbis were not rated as being as high as 
the local rabbi. 

192. There were three in the Great Synagogue, as later indicated. 

193. J'~,~J , from the Dutch beurt--turn. 

194. This is to give them proper rest so as to store up strength 
for the strenuous singing that was to be done on the Holy-day, and 
so as to relax from the singing done on that day. 

195. l"'l.tt' l l l "1!)11 P • No doubt our v1ord ''continue. '1 

196. The custom of the Ashkenazim is to commence to recite 
S' lichoth on the l.~onday before Rosh Hashanah and if Rosh Haahanah 
begins on a Tuesday or a ednesday, then S 1lichoth are recited 
starting with the Monday of the week before. (Orach Chayim, 481:1.) 
This differs from the custom of the Sephardim who conm1ence reciting 
S'lichoth on the first of Ellul. 

197. I.e., A the first day; B the second; C the third. 

198. l',l~ is a colloquial South-German Yiddish expression. 
It may find its origin in the Latin orare. Here it means ''to daven, '' 
''to conduct services.'' 

199. I.e., each Shacharith, Minchah, or Kabbalat Shabbath service. 

200. 11~p'i --a ducat? 

201. The text reads Jlla, and the root tll generally implies 
playing a musical instrument. The use of instrumental music is not 
entirely improbable at this time, for, as Dr. A. z. Idelsohn in his 
book on ''Jewish Music'' indicates, such music v1as not uncommon in 
west-European congregations of the 17th and 18th centuries. (See 
Chapter XI, The Ashkenazic Song of the Synagogue in the Seventeenth 
and Eighteenth Centiries for further discussion). On the other hand, 
the objection to wlknown music may find its basis in this: "chazzanim 
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used to take tunes from the theatre or the dance hall and use them 
for the service.'' Dr. Idelsohn quotes, from Reshith Bikkurim, Frank
fort 1708, F . 29 , a statement which throws much light on this ten
dency: ''The custom of the chazzanim itn our generation is to invent 
tunes, and to transfer tWles from the secular to the sacred. They 
know not how to read the Torah, because the congregations prefer to 
have chazzanim show off with sweet voices and fine singing. Every 
Satur<!ar. the number of new tunes increaaes--tunes which we knew not 
before.• (P. 208f). 

202. Secular singers were sometimes employed in the se~vice to 
assist the cantor. The objection here is to such an assistant. Dr. 
Idelsohn, !•£•, p. 207, writes that choral singing was introduced 
in Amsterdam in 1700. "A great many of the Ashkenazic chazzanim in 
Amsterdam were from Poland, as for example Michael ben Nathan of 
Lublin, who was the first to introduce choral singing of bass and 
'singer' into the Amsterdam synagogue (officiated 1700-1712)d caus
ing heated contention in the synagogue over this innovation. Dr. 
Idelsohn cites as his sources in the footnote (No. 50) the following: 
''Jacob Emden, Megillath Safer, Warsaw 1903, p. 27ff.; Sluys, De 
Oudste Synagogen der H~ogduitsc~-joodsche Gemeente Te Amsterdam 
(1~7-16711, 1921, P• 27." 

203. This means that there were no exclusive rights to such 
printing. 

204. The text reads Dit1 D" :l" -.~ D' 0'711 it :>l • 

205. This refers, no doubt, to the first statement of this 
Article. 

206. With the flourishing of printing (see note 79) and the great 
productivity of such printing firms as that of the Proops famly, s u.ch 
laws became a necessity. It is interesting to note that the Sephar41c 
co1mr1unity had such a copyright agreement with the Ashkenazim. 

207. Evidently the connnunity did not wish to burn its fingers 
again with such books as that of Nehemiah Chayyun and they did not 
wish to become entangled in any more controversies. 

208. The autocratic powers of the Parnasim is here powerfully 
evident. 

209. This may be to prevent any Sabbatians from coming to preach 
there. 

209a. At the expense of the Parnas, no doubt. 

210. The text reads 
traveller. 

211. ~)1 l l is the Dutch wet--law, rule, government. This def
erence to the state is characteri'stic of the 18th century. 
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212. The text reads ll~'1 ~1"DlJ1llllpl l"4:JM!i'l JlD 
lJ" ''"'lz.' l'it may be translated as 11 in~cr1ption.'' 

be related to the Dutch bod~, meaning ''messenger.'' . 

J ~ ' ' .,It J " N l V 1 • 
. t "=i~")' may 

t>1"~Jj;Dl 1pl is 
clearly our word ''consent. 11 

213. The general background and reasons for these rulings is not 
quite clear, except, in general, to strengthen the rule of the Par
nasim. 

213a. This evidently refers to itinerant scholars who earn a 
living by peddling books . 

214 . For an explanation of l lC '>)I:! see note 154. 
If the Scroll was donated anonymously, it is hard to widerstand 

how he could be honored in the synagogue for his donation • 
• 

215 . He himself is the seventh. 

216 . Since this reads ''dedicates ••• permanently,'' ''donate'' may 
mean 11 given as a temporary loan. '' 

217 . The following doct1ments are mentioned within the Takkanot: 
a) The Roll (Article LV), which was the book in which con

tributions such as Scrolls were recorded; 
b) •rhe Sefer ha- Zichronoth (Article LVII), which was the 

book in which wills were recorded; 
c) The Memor Book (Article LXIII, paragraph 2), (explained 

in note 232); 
d) The Protocol (Articles LXV and XXVII), which was the book 

in which the pews and their owners were recorded; 
e) The Pinkos (Article XCVI), in which a record of all legal 

documents was kept ; • 
f) The member Pinkos, (Article XXVII), which is a register 

of the members of the Kebillah; 
g) The special register of members of the Kehillah who resided 

in corrununities outside of Amsterdam. 

217a. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur were days, even as in some 
modern orthodox synagogues, on which many Mizvoth were sold and much 
money was taken in to fill the synagogue fund . 

218 . When a man has an occasion of rejoicing in his family such 
as the birth of a baby, or when he is remembering the anniversary of 
a death, he is privileged to receive a Torah honor . The term used 
hex-e for a man vested with such a privilege is the Hebrew ~," n • 

219 . The phrase is l""' 1" )11l l•tc • 

220 . For the explanation of ,, ntlno see note 130 . 

221 . Titled 

222 . Titled 

, ~, 1•JD l"'~pn • 

,~., ' "!) l • ~pi1 • 
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• 

223. The person who is a Chiuv 
with the exception of the Jahrze1·t 
They are not quite synonymous. 

and the person who has a Si1nchah--
in the case of a Chiu~--are alike. 

• • 

• 

224. The intent of this ruling is this: The fact thatilMo brothers 
have presented a Torah Scroll or an ark-curtain in partnership does 
not warrant the fact that one of them is to be called up for Torah 
honors just because the other brother has an occasion of rejoicing. 

225. It would seem that the Chathan Torah and the Chathan B're
shith receive priority rights in connection with the reading of 
Scripture anyway. The point is, no doubt, made to prevent any con
troversies from arising. 

226. This sttm of money is paid to insure the girl's security, 
i.e., it is insurance against her being seduced. This goes back to 
the statement in Deuteronomy 22:28,29 which says: ''If a man find a 
damsel that is a virgin, that is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, 
and lie with her, and they be found; then the man that lay with her 
shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she 
shall be his wife, because he hath h1wbled her; he may not put her 
away all his days.'' 

226a. The Torah study group ( ~,,n ~io1') is evidently the 
adult study circle, perhaps consisting of some Batlanim and including, 
of course, the rabbi and the Dayyanim. It is to be distinguished from 
a regular theological seminary, the Beth ha-Mid.rash, which was not 
founded until later. It is to be distinguished, too, from the Talmud 
Torah, the school for children. 

227. A special type of prayer recited during the time of the Scrip
ture reading. It is offered, for example, for the welfare of ~the heads 
of the synagogue, for the welfare of a Bar Mitzvah, for persons re
cently married, for a woman in confinement, for the sick, etc. It be
gins with the words 1,:lrt 'a , ''may He who has blessed,'' hence the 
name. 

228. n.llil is the honor· of raising the Torah after it has been 
read. ''After the reading, the Scroll is lifted--hagbah!l--o.s it is 
rolled open partly to show the congregation the place read, while 
another person proceeds to 1·011, bind, and dress the Scroll--ge~ila." 
A. z. Idelsohn, "Jewish Liturgy,'' p. 115. 

229. These are the rollers upon which the parchment sheets of 
the Torah are rolled. Theft are called such because of the reference 
to the Torah as being the •tree of life. 11 A child generally bolds 
the Torah during the time that the prophetic portion is read. 

230. It is the custom to open the Scroll to three segments of the 
parchment and show them to the congregation before the Scroll is rolled 
up to be put away. (See J. D. Eisenstein, a'lnlol D'l., ~~lN 
article n''~ll nnJln .) It is difficult to understand why, in 
t his instance, the ' failure to reveal these three segments is considered 
such an offense as to entail such a large fine. 
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231 . The father is afraid that the Torah is too heavy and the child 
might drop it . 'l1he dropping of a: Torah is . considered a great offense 
and a profanation of God*s name. · 

• 

232 . Th~ lriemor- book 1s here not a book containing the names of 
martyrs but the names of the deceased. (For a further discussion on 
Memor- book, see the J . E., Article Memor-book , vol . VIII , p . 457ff . ) 

233 . The Germa11 belehnen or the Dutch beleenen- -1nvest , lend or 
borrow upon a pledge , pawn . 

233a . Kehilla.h rights and privil eges were not dependent upon the 
ownership of a pev1 . The translator is inclined to think that they 
were obtained in some other manner, for there were poo1• householders 
in the comnunity , no doubt , who could not afford to have a regular 
pew assigned to them. It is rather the opposite : One who has Kehil
lah rights may r ent a pew . 

234 . I . e . , in the case the the pew is given as a gift . 

235 . The Beth Din is the judicial body and is composed of the 
Dayyanim and headed by the rabbi . One can be sure that its juris
diction was curtailed and controlled by the Parnasim. 

1 
236 . t "' l, l :J , the Dutch pqrsen--to give on credit . ~ • 
The butchers were subject to the supervision of the Hall Gabaim, 

who , in turn , were supervised by the Gabai Zedakah. Meat v1as a com
modity sold by the Kehillah to the members of the Kehillah. (See 
Article XXVIII) . 

23? . I . e . , he shall have to pay for it out of his own pocket • 

238 . The Kahal would then use 
holder as security for his debt . 
order to pay off his debts . 

• 
the pew belonging to that house 
They might even sell the pew in 

239 . This refers , most likely, to the portions before the con
cluding benedicti on of the P ' suke D1 zimra , which are semi- public and 
are, therefore , not sung by the regular cantor . This is , also. to 
abbreviate the service to such an extent as not to make the singing 
thereof too strenuous for the cantor . I t was also considered a 
privilege as far as the householder \Vas concerned . 

240. The text reads l ' 'J ,, ll pa ti•i 1~ ~ ~ --to wail a 
Zionite song, i . e ., to read Lamentations . 

241 . This was , perhaps , a precaution against the creeping in of 
Sabbatian elements . Furthermore . it may ha~e been that , with the 
comparative freedom which the Jew found in Holland a~ter centuries 
of persecution, he found it easy to throw off the yoke of religion 
and the ghetto . This is also reminiscent of the excommunication of 
Spinoza and Dacosta • 

• 

242. It is likely that Jewish prostitutes were connno11 in the 
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the large city of Amsterdam . and that the wealthier and more emanci
pated Jew patronized them. This ruling nat.urally served to stigma
tize such 1llegitin1ate children and thereby serve as a warning a
gainst the evils of prostitution. 

243. It is 
He brevv r'1 • 

v1ri tten as l ~'; • 
Here an entertainer 

- c" :i, it , l "t'l l J l )1:3 

It may be identified with 
such as a jester is meant. 

the 

245. It is written as 
with the Mahamad, the board 
gation. 

-io)ln • This is not to be identif1e d 
of directors o.f the Sephardic congre-

245a. This applies to a case in which a man later denies having 
bought a pri vj.lege and ref'uses to pay. 

246 . The sum is not fixed here, becat1se the price of wax may 
fluctuate. 

247. The poor and the rich are taxed alike, because they all 
obtain an equal amount of enjoyment from these objects. The Ethrog 
was an expensive item because the importing was a costly process. 

248. t ~4'17 • See note 243 .for an explanation of the term. 
• 

249. 1 "",J • See note 172 for an explanation of the term. 

250. ritten t,n ~; 1 Ka • (See note 170). 

251. The 

252. Evidently, the burial society . 

253. 
the same 

~ 

The text reads J7'1n l~ l'i~. Heulen (German) here 
sense as that of the l.autklagden in Luther's Bible. 

254 . For an explanation of this, see note 239. 

has 

255. The text reads t'i'? l 'fjfa • This is our 11 aummons 11 through 
a subpoena, i.e., calling witnesses, etc . 

256. The text reads i l~ l ~ ilt7' l l • It may mean ''to issue a 
summons.'' The meaning is doubtful. '' ... it d:.tJ..~iili. At;~~ a."'" c-h · ""~'l\U) " 

\ ~~ 
257. The text reads t"',"'l)i~l~rl • This is related, as pointed 

out in note 56, to the French maintenir--maintain. Here it connotes 
11hold in check. 11 

258. This Article shows definitely the limitations of the judicial 
powers of the rabbi. 

259. For an ex·planation of this custom, see note 226. 
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"' 260. This helps -us to identify the coin called a ~ ~ in this 
document as a stiver, for if one gulden plus fourteen stiver are the ,, 
equivalent ;Pf t\venty-fbur II ~ · ·, one gulden is the equi:valent of 
twenty W ~ , and a twentieth of a gulden in the modern coinage 
system is a stiver. (See note l?.) • 

• 

261. Present, most likely, as witnesses. 

26la. This is later correct to be eighteen stiver in a correction 
appended ai'ter the synopses. 

262. The text reads 
• 

263. They have moved away from .Ameterdan1 but still retain their 
Kehillah rights. 

264. It is evident that the scribe and the notaries do not re
ceive any stipulated salary but are paid by fees paid for different 
specific services. 

265. This shows that the man receives a dot and that he as well 
as the woman receives a marriage portion. 

266. This does not give the rabbi much leeway even in ritual 
matters. This statement is, more or less, a formal statement with
Otlt any real authority vested in the rabbi. This was an age of 
benevolent despotism on the part of the Parnasim. 

268. "'i'N 1Nl 1 is the Dutch weledel--noble. 

269. Psalm 138:8, which reads: 'i~:n "'lnl" n1 n" • . ·- . 
• 

270. The text reads i ,l ,.:ili:l~ • The word may be related ~o the 
German amplJ.f1 cie.rep--amplify. 

271. Jl'l is the Dutch {or German) binnen--in. 

272. 1",ll~~ i~ll~is from the German untertRnig and the 
Dutch Ot;l9.erd,a¢.g, both of Which mean ''humbly. rt a 

a 

273. Written as • 

2?4. ''bl')~!)" ll '~ is the Dutch in;J:evolge--in con1pliance with. 

2'75. lJliiNl ~~D is the Dutch vergadring--meeting, gathering. 

276. The text reads: 
.1,'P nel~"'1Dlll 

2'77. ~41" ~w )1-it."t" l • Explained as 

2'78. V/ritten as ""1111:> "~'1>111 fJll 
doende--do1ng which • 

• 

befestigt. 

, which is the Dutch as welche 
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279. nb,"~v.IDpl. Explained as gesiegelt (German)--sealed • 
• • 

. 
280. Explained as Takkanot ha-Kehillah. 

281. Written as 1~;y11 ~~., . 

282 . Written as Wl ll~D • 

283. Written as 
condition that • 11 

t>"f:>, which is old Dutch mi.ts, meaning ''on 

284. This refers to Article VII of the constitution proper. 

285. l l li!I" :i Ji~ • See note 42 . 

286. 1115 l"'t::i"W -:a'l"'R 01~. See note 40. 

287 . Written as 
See above, note 91 . 

C.,l)'t. Here it seems to refer to ballots . 

288. Vlritten as i•nt<p "'rtt;'1ip and explained as the Room of the 
Kahal. l t '-- ·w}Jl)i~p originates from the Dutch collese,, which means 
''board.'' 

289. It is written as 
this meaning. 

lD'~n iKD The context gives the word 
• 

290 . That the election is to talce place in the presence of the 
past officers is not stated in the Takkanot proper but in the secon:l 
of the introductory Articles . This is, no doubt, a deliberate modi
fication on the part of the Parnasim. Furthermore, the final cast
ing of votes is done in the presence of the ark and not in the Room 
of the Kahal as is indicated in Article VII . 

2 91 • 'II ri t ten as : 1 " N 1 ' ) ., t( , i , l l n " DW ', N n " iD l " 1 o ~ " i wi ') - " l l .,., -~jNC J~l~ t'~~Dlp 
1.1'/ri tten out in Dutch, it is as follows : <ie:rwzl dass die pr1n,z1Ealste 
fonds der armen inkomsten ausmacht . Fonds is to be t1•analated as 
''fund . '1 Inkomaten is to be translated as ''income • 11 Ausmacht is 
''constitutes:•• · 

From thi ,s statement, it is evident that the meat market is con
ducted, not for personal benefit but, aside from its function of 
supplying Kosher meat , as a source of revenue for charity. 

lf, the Dutch zoodanig- -in such a 292 . Vlri tten as l"" ~ 
manner . (See note 53 . ) 

293. 11The Organization of the Chevra K1dusha, Atereth Z1 kenim, 
of Amste~dam •• • 1742'' offers a suggestion (Article XXIV~ as to hov1 
this may have been done . The funds were kept in a chest locked 
with two different locks . No one Gabai had more than one key to 
the chest, so that no one could open the box without another Gabai 
present . 
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written as 1i~1~0 and 
t~yt~Dis doubtful. 

295. It is written as 

explained as 
• 

• 

296. Written as ciJN;~ and explained with the Hebrew 

• 

• 

-D' :J ~p • 
Slagers is modern Dutch for butchers. 

297. It is written as l'~ll --to write in a book; hence, record. 

298. It is written as 1'11,s;n'.l --the Dutch behoorlyk--••properly. 11 

• 

299. The Latin praesentibua. (See note 62.) 

300. 'D~l~p is the Dutch kennis, the German Kenntnis, to be 
translated ''cognizance • 11 (See note 59.) 

301. Note that this is not the same who attested to the intro
ductory articles. 

302. The introductory articles were recorded in Folio 115. These 
articles are dated April 12, 1737 whereas the introductory articles 
are dated JWle 1735. No doubt, these last articles put the stamp 
of approval upon the Takkanot whereas the former set forth the reasons 
fo1~ these ordinances. · 

303. Men. X, 4; VI, 7. 

304. Ezekiel 47:12. • 

305. The word r" .~t< is inserted here. It is to be found in 
Job 9:4 and it means 11 pov1erful.'' Here it may refer to the time of 
day ._then the sun shines strongest, namely, the noon hours. 

306. The verse in which this date is given is Genesis 43:14-
t• and God Almighty give you mercy." 

Some form of 

307. Juzlen may have immigrated to Amsterdam from Emden. 

308. Ezekiel is called a Morenu. 
Note here that there are six Parnasim and only one Gabai Zedakah. 

309. David may have immigrated to Amsterdam from Frankfort. 

310. Moses is titled Morenu. 

311. Vlri tten as 

312 • ~·N; l~ -

• -

0"' !) • 

:1"1' JlD 
• 
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313 . The text here reads : '.fti17l 1 " N "' ~ l r ••• ''Thus it is 
recorded in the Galchath . '' ~hat this Galcha'th is is hard to say . It 
may refer to some government doctunent . The standard fee for this 
purpose as recorded in the civi l documents may have been indicated 
as being eighteen stiver . 

• 

a io:t~ iwr ~ Crv~W\.A~ 

~~ ~tt_. 

• 

• 
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