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Ms . Lisa Vernon ' s thesis deals with the educational principles 
found in the1 r~inic tradition. The thesis divides its conce~ns 
between students, curriculum, and teachers. Its primary sources 
of information are Ma1monides' Laws of Torah Study, the formative 

) 
rabbinic sources which represent the background material for 
Maimonides' decisions, and contemporary Orthodox and Reform 
materials on education . - -

Vernon's thesis opens with a review of a number of modern theories 
of Jewish education. Here we find the ideological and 
methodological considerations of Mordecai Xaplan, Abraham Heschel , 
Azriel Hildesheimer, Josephs and syme on the purposes, 
participants , and means of Jewish educatibn . Vernon presents this 
material in order to pres.ent the contemporary situation and its 
various problems and solutions as a point to begin comparison with 
traditional sources. 

Vernon then divides the rulings in Mflimonides' Code into those 
which tell us something about students, teachers, and curriculum. 
She then analyses these decisions in order to show us what they 
were trying to accomplish educationally or how they contributed to 
a particular philosophy o~ education. Basically we disoqver that 
Maimonides expected the entire male population to know the sources 
of the Jewish tradition which would make observance of Jewish law 
possible and provide access to Jewish thought in its most advanced 
forms . The· educator had to model both observance and learning. 
The student had to be physically, mentally, and spiritually 
prepared for the education he was to receive. 

Vernon's thesis explores the rabbinic traditions from which 
Maimonides created his Laws of Torah studies. Her work shows that 
Maimonides may have been selective in his choice of sources, but 
all his views are documented. occasionally, it is possible to 
interpret t~e primary texts on which Maimonides based his work in 
ways different form those chosen by Maimonides. By and -large, 
however, Maimonides ' reading of ' the material is fairly peshot 
oriented . --Mirm nides' great contribution here is how he organized 
disparate and chronologically distant statements from the tradition 
~to a coherent statement about educational praxis. ---
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The last part of the thesis seeks to determine what of this 
traditional view of education has changed in the face of modernity. 
Does the "tr·aditional" sector really follow the rabbinic traditions 
and- Maimonides in practice? If not, how do they differ and how do 
they defend the changes? What has the liberal community maintained 
out of the tradition and why? Vernon delineates the areas in which 
changes have taken place for both communities and tries to show why 
these changes have occurred, why they are necessary, and through 
the Schuster statement on Reform Jewish education and responsa of 
R. Moshe Feinstein, how they are defended and rationalized. 

Vernon ends the· thesis with a personal statement about what 
feels is needed to be maintained or re-instated from 
traditional sources and what has rightly been set aside in 
contemporary Jewish school. 
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CHAPTER 1 

The nature of Jewish education, especially in the United States, can be 

classified as an amorphous conglomerate of past and present educational styles. 

Since the Enlightenment, Jewish education has been faced with the d ilemma of 

maintaining Jewish identity while responding to the attractions of the secular 

world. This cooflict resulted in the need to reevaluate and redefine Jewish 

education, including the curriculum, goals, role and qualifications of teachers, and 

the nature of the students. 
"V 

These questions have been addressed by many of the leading scholars of 

modern Jewish thought and by notable Jewish educators. Not surprisingly. there 

have been almost as many views on the focus, scope and nature of Jewish 

education as there have been thinkers on the subject. Mordecai M. Kaplan, for 

example, wdote that "the raison d 'etre for Jewish education is the assumption that 

without it the Jew cannot possibly know what to make of his status as a Jew."1 By 

contrast. Abraham Joshua Heschel described Jewish education as "converting 

ends into personal needs rather than in converting needs into ends. "2 The goal of 

Jewish education was "that every Jew become aware that Judaism is an answer 

to the ultimate problems of human existence and not merely a way of handling 

obseNances."3 Consequently, "the philosophy of Jewish education ought to 

formulate what insights to set forth from and about our tradition."4 Even earlier In 

the century, Rabbi David Hoffman of Berlin described the goal of Jewish 

education as praxis. 5 

With such varying views on the nature of Jewish education, we need to 

analyze specific areas in order to achieve an understanding of the mainstream of 

ideas and ideals on the subject Questions we will address here are: 

---
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What is the curriculum? 

Who are the potential learners? 

Who are the teachers? 

Within this framework, we will analyze views on the nature of Day School and 

supplementary Religious School. 

THE CURRICULUM 

First, we will look at the curriculum of the Jewish school According to Dr. 

Samuel K. Joseph, "in the early 19th Century, curriculum was defined as a course 

of study or training•.& The materlals used to teach and study, put together, made 

up the corpus of the curriculum. In effect, he continues, for many, this is still the 

operant definition of curriculum.7 The working definition of curriculum for the 

professional has been refined to include "all the experiences children have under 

the guidance of the teacher."8 

I 
We can expand this concept to include all the experiences that a student 

has while under the influence of the school. This would allow for the extra­

curricular activities that some schools sponsor, the field trips to appropriate off­

campus sites and other non-classroom activities found within the school setting. 

To quote from Joseph's work "A curriculum Is a plan for learning ... a plan 

for providing sets of learning opposite to achieve broad goals ard related specific 

objectives for an identifiable population ... is concern&d not with what students will 

do in the learning situation, but with what they will learn as a consequence of what 

they do ... the planned and guided learning experiences and intended outcomes, 

formulated through systematic reconstruction of knowledge and experience , 

under the auspices of the school.. . •9 

Kaplan plan sees this actualized by the redefinition of Jewish education 
• 

and the inclusion of organizational participation within this framework. 1° For him, 

--
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any organization which brings together Jewish young people for any purpose, be 

it "rellgfous", cultural, or social, fulfills at least one of the objectives of Jewish 

education, the "desire and capacity to participate in Jewish life." 11 

Knowing that the curriculum encompasses such a wide range of activities. 

how Is It determined? Within the secular framework, curriculum development is 

through ·analysis, design, implementation and evaluation. "12 In order to 

accomplish this task, curriculum planners need to follow a set of procedures, 

operational tasks required to facilitate the formulation of curriculum. These tasks 

are: 

1) determine the fundamental objectives 

2) select activities and otlier materials of instruction 

3) discover the most effective organization and placement of this 

instruction. 13 

It became the job of curriculum planners to translate the tasks Into the specifics 
J ~ 

that make up the Instruction of the classroom. Ralph W. Tyler systematized the 

development of curriculum, with a four-step analysis process to evaluate it. He 

also reintroduced the concept of manageable behavioral objectives for 

education. 14 He "Identified three main sources for suggesting school ot?jectives: 

a) the learner; b) the society; end c) subject specialists. "15 From these sources, 

many objectives are generated. Tyler suggested that despite this, a small number 

of objectives be the goal, because it takes time to "change the behavior pattern of 

human beings. "16 

Unfortunately, according to Joseph, "virtually no Jewish religious school 

follows Tyler's model... of curriculum development. "17 Instead, according to 

Michael Zeldin, "Jewish schools are reactive. "18 In some cases they are reactive 

to the patterns and methods of the secular schools; In others the reaction is to the 

particular needs or desires of the specific community. All too often, the Jewish 

---
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school's reaction Is to the available textbooks and resource materials from the 

latest catalogue. 19 Yet there is some sense of what the "ideal• curriculum would 

be like, depending on the community In which we function. 

Kaplan's ideal curriculum would be defined in this way: "to develop in the 

rising generation a desire and a capacity, 1) to participate in Jewish life, 2) to 

understand and appreciate the Hebrew language and literature, 3) to put Into 

practice Jewish patterns of conduct both ethical and religious, 4) to appreciate 

and adopt Jewish sanctions and aspirations, and 5) to stimulate artistic creativity 
• I 

in the expression of Jewish values. "20 

For Heschel, the goal of Jewish education Is "to enable the pupil to 

participate and share in the spiritual experience of Jewish living. The Hebrew term 

for education means.Rat only to train but also to dedicate, to consecrate ... to 

consecrate the child must be our goal..."2' The speoffics of Jewish education are 

not as important to him as the way in which the teaching Is carried out. The 

a,mbience of the setting has as much to do with the way the studeRts will respond 

and what they will take away from the encounter as the s1Jbject taught. Therefore. 

curriculum is a secondary concern for him. 

Joseph posits a model in which a series of paradigmatic questions form 
, 

the basis for developing a coherent curriculum for the Jewish religious school. 

For him, a policy group. needs to be empowered to determine the philosophy of 

the educational component of the organization. In this model, each synagogue, 

center, day school or other educational setting will shape its own curriculum. The 

individual organization will thereby determine its focus and direction, with the 

result that there may be no consistency between institutions from within the same 

movement, and the possibility that eventually there may be no similarities between 

the various "Judaisms". Regardl~ss of this potential hazard, the focus on specific 

--
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questions and the development of curriculum which reflects a philosophical 

position and specified goats gives purpose to the educational experience.22 

In addition to all that has been discussed already, there is another factor 

regarding' the curriculum. The model for the\ present day curriculum Is that of the 

traditional cheder and yeshiva. In these settings, .little or no time needed to be 

devoted to such subjects as prayer, •synagogue skills•, or simple Jewish 

observ(lnces.23 However, due to the changes In the family, levels of observance, 

and communal structure, these must be Included In the curriculum, despite the 

shorter instruction time found in the modern school as contrasted with the 

traditional cheder or yeshiva. 

Specific curricular subjects vary from community to community, 

congregation to congregation. GeAerat areas such as holidays and customs, 

history, ~ible, Hebrew and life cycle appear to be consistent througt.out. 

Differences begin to appear as soon as the questions of accent and focus are 

broached. The$8 center on the curricular dominance of modern Hebrew or 

prayer / Biblical Hebre.w, comparative Judaism or comparative religions, and 

"traditionalist" or •modernisr approaches to the teaching of Bible. Even more 

variety develops In those areas which border on the •non-religious": character 

development, ethical issues, and arts and artistic endeavors.:i!• • 

THE STUDENT 

We now move on to the student. Who is the potential learner? What 

information regarding the student is Important In order to create the most 

appropriate curciculum and learning environment? What are the needs of the 

student? What basic information can we expect the student to know prior to 

entering the formal Jewish educational setting? 

Kaplan, approaching the objectives of Jewish education from the learner's 

view, rewrites his objectives in operational terms. He describes them as: 

I 
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a. to give insight into the meaning of spiritual values; 

b. to foster an attitude of respect toward human personality as 

such; 

c. to train appreciation of individual and group creativity in the 

values of civ111zatlon; 

d. to inculcate Ideals of justice and kindness in our social and 

economic relationships; 

e. to condition habits of reflective thinking; 

f. to impart knowledge of the Hebrew language. 25 

Heschel agrees with this view. He writes, •1n order to help a pupil to attain 

st:tlf-expression we must first help him to attain self-attachment, attachment to 

sources of value experience.w26 In other words, we must begin from where the 

student is and move him/ her to the values and experiences that we are 

attempting to Instill. • 

While Eastern European Jews were confident of their children's Jewish 

literacy27, this may no longer be the case. Our students are coming to us, by and 

large, from a full day of secular school classes. or grudgingly on the weekend. 

They do not have the familial reinforcement that was found in their parents' or 

grandparents' generation. For the day school student, the choice in favor of day 

school may have been as much from the convenience of accomplishing both 

religious and secular education at the same time as from any philosophlca: 

attachment to day schools.28 In addition, It Is believed by some that students 

learn more and better when they really care about what they are learning. This 1s 

an argument for relevance and for consistency between the student's values and 

those of the school. Taking these factors into consideration, one of the questions 

that ~oseph posits for his policy making sub-group is "Where do the needs of the 

Jewish child fit Into the curriculum?"29 

6 
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Rabbi David Hoffman, in the early years of this century, was looking at the 

problem from a different vantage point. The Issue he was addressing in his 

Responsum was what the students would do with the knowledge that they would 

be receiving. His response Y'as that knowledge was for the sake of action, that 

we teach In order fq.r the student to be able to observe, and to learn without the 

concomitant observances would be worse than not knowing at all.3Cf 

This question poses certain dilemmas for th6 late twentieth century Jewish • 

educator. We know that In many cases there is no consistency between the 

teaching and philosophy of the school and that of the home. Research has .r ~ 

shown that "when the valties of school conflict with those of home, students will, 

by and large, adopt the values of their parents.•31 However, for the sake of the 

few children who will adopt the values of the school over those of their parents, 
__..-

we continue to offer the best-that we can for the student, with the understanding . 
that what Is optimum may riot alytays be attainable, somewhat along the lines of 

Heschel's views. 
) 

THE TEACHER 

The primary transmitter of this knowledge is the teacher. We need to look 

at just who this person is. What type of training does the teacher have and what 

are our expectations of him/her? 

It is generally agreed that the most important quality a teacher must have, 

especially in the religious school setting, is personal integrity and character. The 

leacher should believe the values thats/ he is teaching. ·what we need more 

than anything else is not textbooks but textpeople. It is the personality of the 

t~acher which is the text that pupils read. •32 Kaplan expands on this notion. He 

describes the Jewish teacher as having a sense of concrete reality, a poetic 

sense and,a highly ethical disposition. 33 These are admirable qualities which no 

one can dispute. 

I 
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For the most part, teacher training is Inconsistent, unstandardized and 

Inadequate. With few exceptions (the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 

Religion Rhea Hirsch School of Education being one), teacher training is not 

carried out with any long range policy or goals. Presently, the teacher Is often 

underpald34 as well as undertralned, and the values the teacher lives may be In 

cdnfllct with the values being taught In the school. 35 

The situation for the modern day school is only slightly better. Teachers o~ 
,, 

religion in day schools are somewhat better educated in Judaism than their . 

supplementary school counterparts. This is due In large part to the need for 

greater background on their part, since the scope of the curriculum is broader. 

Many of these teachers come from the ranks of professional Jewish leadership, 

Rabbis, Cantors and graduates of Jewish teacher training institutes. 

Curriculum in the day«:hObl is the area In which the greatest differences 

can be observed. Wrth the expanded time frame for Jewish edtJcation, and the 

greater expertise of the teachers, students derive the benefit. Often the 

curriculum is better organized according to developmental task and ability. n is in 

this setting that Joseph's vision of a curriculum policy sub-group can most 

frequently be found. 

To summarize, while curriculum planning may be a desirable goal, it is 

often not realized systematically. In those places where it is systematically 

approached, the mechanisms for execution of the curriculum may ~e lacking. 
!I 

Available teachers do not always meet the standards and needs of the schools, 

yet lack of qualified candidates may lead to compromise in this area. Students . 

come to the school with a variety of needs, backgrounds and abilities. Given the 

limitations on resources, not all of them can be adequately served. Students 

familial values and schoo~ values may frequently be In conflict, with familial values 

being the stronger. This creates difficulty in transmitting what are perceived to be 

---
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th& appropriate communal values to the students. This may result In a need to 

teach at a lower standard than is desirable. 

The Ideal for Jewish education in the late twentieth century may be far from 

realization. However, fortunately for us, the ideals exist and concerned 

1 participants continue to stretch toward them. 

? We now look at the model for Jewish education from two traditional 

sources. First we will look at the Ideal Jewish education as expressed by 

Maimonides (AaMBaM) In his Mishneh Torah. Following that we will look at the 

basis from which RAMBaM developed his law, the Talmud. In our conclusion we 

will compare where we are today in Jewish education with the "ideal" proposed in 

our traditional texts. 

) 
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CHAPTER 2 

• 

Looking at Maimonides Mlshneh Torah, it may be presumed that RaMBaM 

was describing the ideal educational situation as envisioned by the tradition. 

Taking that point of ~ew, the picture is o·ne of universal male literacy, with all 

members of the society having responsibiOty for maintaiping the situation as sdch. 

The curriculum was the same for all and was consistent with the religious llleeds of 
. 

the society in which RaMBaM lived. Schools had standards to be met, 

academically and soclally. For example, discipline was allowed but controlled as 

to form and amount (MT, Talmud Torah, 2:1-2 for one example.) As with other 

aspects of Jewish life, control was with the Rabbis and the community gave them . ---the power to enforce and maintain the organizational structure. 
# 

•THE STUPENT 

The student RaMBaM describes is a male who begins study with Informal 
) 

slogans as soon as he can speak; moves to formal education at the sam~ age as . 
his peers, regardless of his ability or t)is parent's desires; and continues to learn 

throughout his entire life. 

The picture of universal male literacy begins with the statement by / 

RaMBaMthat" :;,11J) 'ilN/j, ..O'') IC-a ~'J0' ...o·~~,, ..O'tJ . 
women, slaves and children are exempt from the ot'.lligation to study Torah." 

However, in the case of a small child, "his father is.responsible to teach him.· 

Women. on the other hand. · ~J~ J\lc lN{/ .11~ 1 ·n .,,ek,) 1 ·k.1 

a woman is not required to teach her son.• {MT, Talmud Torah1 : 1 ). Just as a 

man must teach his son, so he is also obligated to make sure that his grandson is 

educated (MT, Talmud Torah 1 :2). Further, the obligation exists for all sages to 

teach even those who are not their own children. This appears to be a statement 

---
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that scholars need to return some of what they received from the community back 

in to the community. There is a limit to the responsibility to provide education for 

all males. Once a teacher Is hired for pay, the responsibility rests with the father 

for his son only, and not for his neighbor's son (MT, Talmud Torah 1 :3). 

Universal male literacy was considered to be of such great value that if a 

man's father did not provide for his education, he had to provide for ')ls own . 
education,• ,,./3.., Jl /c ·mf! ~ · n ;a•ra/c 1H1I 1c{'< '"' 

ohe who's father did not teach him must teach himself" (MT, Talmud Torah 1 :3). 
I 

In most cases the father's education would take precedence over the education of 

his son, except when the son Is exceptionally bright and capable. It must be 

assumed that this only applies when the son Is older than six or seven, the age at 

which formal edUcStion begins (see below on MT, Talmud Torah 1 :6). This 

implies that ability and Intelligence (what today Is fetered to as IQ), are valued 

even over the mltzvah of providing for one's own education. After all, education 

was the source of communal leadership and meaning. ... 

The system advanced by RaMBaM is consistent with modern 

developmental theory In education. According to R.aMBaM, a father begins to . 
teach his son from the time he can speak,• >)13 1n1J1 n N f ,., "J;>•/ ,I=/)"" (,"' . , 
Ii en.. '6M:l 1 ~e,;.• !) f from the time he can speak, teach him 'Torah tzivah Janu 

Mosheh' and 'Shema Ylsraer. • These are sfogans that can be said by a small child 

without comprehension, and can be built upon in the future to develop 

comprehension. From the slogans, the father advances to phrases and verses 

from the Torah, slowly, adding to his son's repertoire of material according to his 

ability. This is comparable to the developmental stages described by Jean Piaget, 

showing how at different ages children are capable of different educational tasks. 

Unlike the typical parent· of today, who often attempts to have a child 

enrolled in sct'lool before reaching the appropriate age, or might look for ways to 
~-
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advance a child once in school, RaMBaM provides for entrance Into formal 

education only when a child reaches six or seven, •depending on his health• (MT, 

Talmud Torah 1 :6 and 2:2). This indicates academic standards and a concern for 

the child, who might be intellectually ready, but not physically or emotionally 

ready, for formal education. Younger than age six, one was not allowed to enroll 

a son in formal education (MT, T,almud Torah 2:2). ) 

Education was valued so highly that It was a requirement for all men, 

regardless of extenuating circumstances. RaMBaM stated that • • ·le. /;, 
\ .,.,,Jl 11N[,, ~·n !ica';J every Jewish man Is required to study Torah: (MT, 

Talmud Torah 1 :8) It made no difference what one's personal situation was, study 

was a requirement, reardless of whether one was poor, rich, young, old, healthy 

orill. Everyman-was " iif/~, .1,,·~ i\>•Jl 11tJIJi/" 1Nj ,f -r1:q{ ~·n ... . 

required to set a fixed time for study fo·r himself day and night.• Once a boy 

began to study, he was required to study for the rest of his life. That can be seen 

J from the following: • 1-i ";a'() 'J>ll/ 

I 

'J)•N J:J•' Until when must one learn Torah? Until the day of his death• (MT, 

Talmud Torah 1 :10). 

Although all of the halachot cited refer to the mitzvah of study fOr males, 
. J 

RaMBaM does allow for the education of women. A woman who learns Torah will 

not receive the same reward as a man who studies Torah, yet,· ">.:>t. n! e. • 

she will receive a reward: (MT, Talmud Torl!-h 1 :13) It is clear that her reward will 

not ~qual that of a man's reward for studying, because he is required to study and 

therefore, his reward is for fulfilling a mltzvah. She is not required to study so her 

reward is for study and not for fulfilling a mitzvah. The question may be raised if 

"r.J:a[ .o.J'IJJ f-1 veshlnantam llvanecha teach It to your sons• may not be 

understood to mean both sons and daughters, with ? 'J ;a banecha being the 

Inclusive plural for •children•. 

.. 

---



14 

Regardless of the view taken either for or against women's education, 

universal male literacy was of such major importance that a town could be placed 

under a ban if there were no teachers of young children found In It. In fact, the 

feeling was · J::)' J\ '~ h Jl'l'JJl fc, .oi'l 'c'.> hil~ We .o'JJ>"' J)f,"Y:l r1c.., 
the world exists only through the breath from the mouths of students studyin~ at 

their te~cher's school." (MT, Talmud Torah 2:1) The town, region or land plat ed 

under a ban could only have the ban lifted by providing a teacher for the children . 
(MT, Talmud Torah 2:1). 

Education took priority over almost all other endeavors, at least for 

children. The teacher was expected to • ;)f.f i> Jt3i'N' SJ1' :> l:, 11"'/N' ~~1· 

.. 

sit and teach them all d~ part of the night.• RaMBaM explained this was in .. • 

order to • ;if.hi 1>1·;, w1Jr ~:>J"( to teach them to study qay and night.• {MT, 

Talmud Torah 2:2) Children contined to study even on the eve of Shabbat and 

Yamlm; Tovlm (the eve of festivals) and on the festivals themselves. On Shabbat 

young students were allowed to review what had already been learned but not to 

learn new material. In addition, while it was considered a mltzvah to leave one's 

studies for the rebuilding of the Temple, children were not to· stop even for that . 

purpose.(MT, Talmud Torah 2:2) 

Class size was as mu?h of a concern for the tradition as it is today. 

; , 

RaMBaM places the maximum class size at no mo1·e than twenty-five students for 

one teacher. • ?rile 111{"' f"31e J'i"'( .Jl'i"JJl 1\lv1-1n1 ..e '? t>'l' 

twenty-five students (children) study with one teacher.• (MT, Talmud Torah 2:5) 

His optimum class size Is actually twenty, based on the statement following this 

that • ..11'i''Jn ''it.J[rJ ]t,, ..o">d !'''"'"" .o'Y:nlc it .,.,.., . "•"> 

if there are more than forty students, twe teachers are hired.• {MT, Talmud Torah 

__) 2:5) The hiring of a second teacher for forty students indicates that at least for 

RaMBaM, twenty students was the ideal, even though reality may have reqt.1ired 
I 

---

,. 
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one teacher to sometimes teach more students than that. For groups of students 

between twenty-five and forty, a teacher and an assistant are hired (MT, Talmud 

Torah 2:5). 

There was concern for, student safety, linked to concern for the best 

.,o educational opportunitit:ts with which a child could be provided. One was allowed 

to take a student from one teacher to another .. t ., 7"' ~ r~ 'JH"' .,. ;)Al le I;)"' 

1 .~ r~.:i J'.:) if the new teacher was more qualified to teach either readi g or 

analysis" (MT, Talmud Torah 2:6). This Implies that a teacher who is\ more highly 

qualified in any central aspect of the curriculum may be sought out for a student. 1 

However, this was limited by a concern for the student's safety and welfare. 

Hence, one may not transport students from town to town or across a river in the 

absence of an app~tely strong bridge. 

Having said all this, what was the proper student like? RaMBaM 
' 

addressed the question of the appropriate student, taking into consideration his 

~haviOr,ifknown." 71/~j ) 'co ?'NJJ>d kflc 71?1.f> j'1Ndtv J'/C 

JJ..n( 1 '' JJ · ~-t N ~ Torah should only be taught to a proper 

student, pleasant in his actions or whose behavior is unknown." (MT, Talmud 

Torah 4:1) lfthestudentwasnotproper,thatis, " ('>~~ r/;;"J ;') '>1 • 

» ~ 1 <:- /c [' if he followed a bad path", before he could be taught, he had 

to be returned to the proper path and then he could become a student in the 

school (MT, Talmud Torah 4:1). One might ""ender if the real purpose of this 

restriction on students whose behavior is not considered proper was to keep 

them away from the other students and avoid their becoming a bad influence on 

others, or was the purpose really to correct the student's behavior? The rabbis 

taught that teaching an improper student was like Idol worship (MT, Talmud Torah 

4:1). By this they meant that providing a basically evil person with knowledge, 

especially Torah knowledge. was to be a party to the misuse and falsification of 

---
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Torah by the Immoral student. U!tlmatety, If this student came to be viewed as a 

scholar or if he supported his unethical behavior by citing the tradition, the Torah 

and Gd, Its author, would be dishonored and people would lose confidence In the 

tradition. In part, this would be the teacher's fault. 

The proper student Is also .the one who Is not afraid to ask a teacher to 

repeat something If he did not understand it the first time, or even the s cond or 

third time. RaMBaM puts it " ,,.,~,.., 1?Nf1.1 , • .,::,., "'';J l•"'/".n" ';')';)' kf' 

Jl.'/\f'f~ -;iN-:> "lr>/c le/ic Wd ,,{ It.I";)/ »')~ II~ "Jlfllt.? 

\. 
a student should not be embarrassed by his colleagues who learned the first or 1 

second time and he did not learn it until it was repeated several times" (MT, 

Talmud Torah 4:5). The proper student needs to keep asking, without fear of 

embarrassment, yptil-he masters the material. " 1 N r It. I .:) ;') , • ,, 

the one who Is shy does not learn" (MT, Talmud TorJh 4:5). 

THE TEACHER 

J Maimonides Ideal teacher was a role model for his students. He needed to 

be e~en-tempered, his behavior had to be exemplary and he had to have patience 

for the student who needed eXtra help . 

Toward this end, all scholars had the responsiblity to teach others. 
11 JJ·~·tJ/J1;, J1/c 1to1{f lioe'/'J .D:::>n 1· ~=>n /; h »lsfv 

it Is a mltzvah for every scholar amongst the Jews to teach students." (MT, 
. . 

Talmud Torah 1 :2) This responsibility also shows El sense of duty to give back to 

the community some of what one received from It in the form of education. This 

gives one a feeling of connectedness to the rest of the Jewish community and a 

stake in It's future. 

The teacher of children was generally not able to pursue other employment 

opportunities, so although it was not seen as proper to receive compensation for 

teaching, it became customary to pay these teachers. • <! :)J 1'J a>·;, 

---
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,.,.)q, ,r 1.11~ .,:;,~ Jl'j''.Jfl ~AJ/;.J nrJ' 'ilJ'iN>i lflt 

was the custom in that place for a teacher of small children to receive a wage, he 

should be paid.• (MT, Talmud Torah 1 :7) However, there were limits placed on 

the type·s of subjects that one could receive a wage for teaching. • JJ 1 j' IJ 

")':>ti~ 1 Ndd ?JI IN ? ::> t-.:J ~.n:>:) ti ';))/J1 ?/ti d ;- 'e j) j fJ 

where it was the custom to receive.payment for teaching written Torah, It is 

acceptable to receive a wage for teaching: (MT, Talmud Torah 1 :7) However, the . ( 
Oral Torah tradition should be taught withQut recompense. RaMBaM explained 

' 
this regulation thus:• ]"'JJ .DJn~ 11J'>111r .DJ1/c lie '.fl111J: AJn~ y1c. :lN 

just as I (Moses) learned for free, so, too, have you been taught for free" (MT, 

Talmud Torah 1 :7). Still, if there are no teachers that can be engaged for free, the 

obligation to study is so great that It was better to pay for learning than not to 

learn at all. (MT, TaJmaCJ Torah 1 :7) 

As was already indicated above, every community was requlre'd to provide 

teachers for children. (MT, Talmud Torah 2:1) Teaching was considered an 

hbnorable and respected activity. The teacher was entrusted with.tne moral and . 
intellectual development of the child, and he needed to be concerned with the 

' 
way In which he approached all aspects of his task, including discipline . . 
Consequently, the teacher was allowed to • .J>.1111, -.,;,tJ hit them• but only • •t: r.-,/'" 

to instill fear (or respect) in them.• (MT, Talmud 

Torah 2:2) He was not allowed to hit the students cruelly. Further,• 1:. r 
J1 , f7 "';::, J: [, ..o ·Ci q; ..:> .o .rule :'> Y the t~acher 

may not hit them with rods or with sticks" (MT, Talmud Torah 2:2) as these might 

cause excessive pain or injury. Instead, he could hit them • ':'>-r 1 3-, .:l 

~ (T with a small strap• (MT, Talmud Torah 2:2). 

The teacher's full attention was to be directed to his students. A teacher 

whowould "...0:>111"' Jl)f'>/c -;:, -;, lc [N ~, ... k1~ 11, Jc31·1 "''l!Y' n:;rJ 

-.. 

, 



leave the children and go out, or perform other work with 

them• {MT, Talmud Torah 2:3), was considered to be Included In the admonition 

• cursed be he who does 
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Gd's work deceitfully" (MT, Talmud Torah 2:3). Full attention Included the need to 

be Gd·f~aring, and to teach ably and well, and with exactitude. {MT, Talmud Torah 

2:3) Here again is an indication of the need for a teacher to be a role model, thus 

the requirement to be Gd-fearing. • ? 
• Inasmuch as the ideal was for universal, male literacy, It was blear that 

teachers would be men. After all, if one had not studied and learned, as women 1 

generally had not, hpw could one teach others? A man who taught could not, 

however, be slngle, • ..o -:i'J~ [31, Jule~~ .J>";)!/>1 N ie 'J~"' 

because of the m~rs who would come for their sons.• (MT, Talmud Torah 2:4) . . . 

Once again, we see how the teacher must be a role piodel of the appropriate and 

moral behavior which Judaism demanded of the community. 

) The teacher's duty was to teach as much as a student was able to learn, 

with as much quality and accuracy as was possible. This can be seen by the 

ability to move a child from one teacher to another • r~ 'J NN ? ':'J/11 ' "" t1 

1 '311 ~ /',:) 1, '1'"'~ If he Is more exact than the other one lr.i reading 

skill or analysis" (MT, Talmud Torah 2:6). In other words, by stating that a change 

in teacher may be sought for these two st:Jbjects, it might be assumed that any 

change in teacher was allowable if the new t~acher was more qualified and more 

precise in any area of the curriculum. 

This leads to the question of the legality of competition between teachers. 

In other areas of endeavor, ·cut-throat" competition is either prohibited or closely 

regulated. For teachers, competition appears to be allowed, if not recommended. 

• llCl~ ' tl '}.:> ff,S_:l Jlll'Jfl 111/ff JI~ f\Jl~I l'l;)() /c;w .Jl•j'') fl l N/N f'I 

/31c. ';\j ltJ Jll'l'J"JIN fFl ~' lb .,,, de ,r JJ•,nlc. .J"t'l'P 

---
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1 1 · .'l J" ,, NI [,:;, · /' / c ~J and also, should a teacher 

of small children come and open a school to teach small children next to the place 

(where) another (is teaching), for the purpose of attracting other children or so 

that the children of the one should come to the other, the (first) teacher may not 

prot:iibit hlcn. ~ (MT, Talmud Torah 2:7) 

What of the teacher who was a bad role model? Despite his stature as a 

scholar and his wisdom, a teacher • ..,~ Ir r..,~ rl rt:~ •j I I ' ~ who I 
does not follow a proper path" (MT, Talmud Torah 4:1) was not to be studied with . . 
The restriction applied • ~{I N r I;> IV ? 'f Until he 

returned to the correct path: (MT, Talmud Torah 4:1) tf he did not become a 

better role model, he was not to be sought out as a teacher.(MT, Talmud Torah 

4 :1) ---The teacher's location In the classroom was also addressed In Maimonides . 
Code. The teacher needed to be concerned that all students had equal access to 

him. Therefore, · ) ·;n(~.:> ').,[ ..o· ~/'"' J0 ' ? 011l:r, ;,, "'"~ 4 q,1' ;>>n 

1'1:l? .O'YN/t,,/ ;);;> p ' /c /) ,11/;;, /'i>''-> '"\'~ 

the teacher would sit at the front of the class and the students would sit around 

him, so that all could see the teacher and hear his words.• (MT, Talmud·Torah 4:2) 

This would provide all the students with equal visual and aural access to the 

lessons and equal ability to be seen if they asked questions. 

To teach and model the concept that everyone Is equally significant, the 

teacher and the students would ell sit on chairs or all sit on the floor, i.e. at the 

same physical level. (MT: Talmud Torah 4:2) This appears to have been a change 

over earlier times, • Jl '1 "''"' ""'' '"'dJl':>t ~~,· .::n:> ~·;') :;1tJl0~1 

It used to be that the teacher would sit and the students would stand" (MT, 

Talmud Torah 4 :2). Since the destruction of the Second Temple, however, the 

custom is that everyone, both teacher and students, sits. (MT, Talmud Torah 4 :2) 



.. 

In addition to being a role model, the teacher needed to be patient with 

students who were having trouble grasping the material. • !J'~;-, 1,/; 9NftJ ~,;, 

.tJ'N"'~ -;,AJ;, ,t:~Jc. "J"' lcf!c Jt.''' .J>':>'d-r 01J=>' 1cF SJ ' 9'JJ[,,:>, 
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If the teacher taught and the .students did not understand, the teacher should not 

be upset and get angry with them, but should repeat the teaching even several 

times." (MT, Talmud Torah 4:4) This held as long as the students were making 

their best effort and were not being lax about their studies. (MT. Talmud Torah 

4:5) 

A teacher was not supposed to lose his temper and become short with a 

\ student who was doing his best. To this end the Rabbis taught, " I~~ i' ~ 1c J 
~ AJ dN a short-tempered person should not teach." (MT, Talmud Torah 4:5) 

In order to maintain academic discipline and a learning-appropriate ---relationship between stt,Jdents and teachers. teachers were not supposed to . 
behave in a frivolous manner in front of their students. (MT, Talmud Torah 4:5) 

Also," .J>-:>AJY JliJ>~[, /;:>'tJ ~{, p:>J-~ rntJf lc tf 

the teacher should not amuse hlrpself In front of them and he should not eat or 

drink with them" (MT, Talmud Torah 4:5) so that they will fear hlrn and study at a 

fast pace for him (MT, Talmud Torah 4:5). 

THE CURRICULUM 

Curriculum deals with what Is taught and how it is taught. For RaMaaM, . 
the curriculum was based on traditional Jewish sources and their applicability to 

0 

the world in which he lived. The Jew of Medieval Spain and Egypt was grounded 

tn the Bible, Talmud and commentaries on them. These are the major areas with 

which RaMBaM deals in his discussions of the ideal curriculum. 

Education·begins with informal, parental input. We know today that a child 

Is ~arnlng from the time of birth. The age for beginning to teach a son Torah ls as 

soon as he can speak. " .,a,r d-rM''-"' ."':'1'1.J> ,.,,,urr ~ ·,; 1 ·~1c. 'J)"" ''""' 
I • 

---
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et what age is a father obligated to teach his son Torah? From the time he begins 

to speakM (MT, Talmud Torah 1 :6). At this age the father is supposed to teach his 

son basic slogans,'' fl,n"' ,.."""'' *" :.;I ))1 ] ~ ., ,fl 1?N/;.J 

teach him Torah tziva lanu Mosheh and Shama Yisraal" (Halachah 6). After he Is 

able to speak, he is slowly taught phrases and verses (MT, Talmud Torah 1 :6) to 

build up a basic vocabulary and the comprehension of simple text. This creates 

an assumed knowledge prior to his entering formal education, and gives the 

teacher a starting point from which to build on. 

The basic structure of the curriculum for RaMBaM consisted of Torah 

shebichtav, Torah sheb'al peh, and gemara. It was possible to receive 

compensation for teaching Torah shebfchtav if there wes precedent for it In the 

community (MT, Talmud Torc:h 1 :7) as was already discussed, but for Torah 

sheb'al peh It was not allowed. From this ruling one might infer that Torah 

shebichtav was more important to urlderstand than Torah sheb'al pen. HaMBaM 

concludes that if one can not find a teacher for no cost he must pay for his 

studies. based on the tradition that Moses taught the Oral Law to the elders for 

free , therefore, the Oral Law should be taught for free. This represents what 

RaMBaM believed to be the highest level of student teacher relationship, an 

altruistic desire to teach others because of the value of what one 1s teaching, the 

Oral Law One needed to study all of the texts, as seen by the description of the 

subjects which a student needed to divide his time among (see below, MT, 

Talmud Torah 1 :11 }, however. the Oral Law held a special importance for 

RaMBaM. An additional component of the curriculum was analytical skills, as 

noted in MT. Talmud Torah 2:6 There it is stated tnat one may transfer a student 

from one teacher to another if the second one teaches at a faster pace, " / ·~ 

' J' rj' 1::l r~ lo J' N ;J 

whether in reading or in analytical skills ." (MT, Talmud Torah 2:6) Study time was 

-

~-

• 



supposed to be divided so that each suoject area received one-third of the 

students time. •. r r r r r 
:"1 "1 1..A..) f;'lf.JI ~.1'.:>,at. :))I.A~ l ' lt.. ,_,., . .., f'J .,1./( tJC.d ;:i.•11 1 

'l;:,1[ ')~1 '>fJ1•1 ")~),/ .,~, /('31'1 IJ\'t. G')N ~ r ,. . .,/\/( f·:,c.•1 r,;,· ..,.fc,, ':H) ~..:)\, 

11olc;"I k •]1' flt."j)I J'IJ?,..J':I Yj"" /cl':I t/c ' ~ Y'l't- ~'f' ,~ .At.'"1 ~ :i"l£/h"l t. ..>Ori/:> )';, ' I 

k'>N( b?.J·"' tl;) :,j JY' ':>T l1"f.7I ';v.J 'i!Vf., p ..,~'1,.J I"=> lc.3 , .. ~' v-11.J-:'\/ 

One is obligated to divide the time of one's study jnto thirds: one third for written 
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Torah; one third for Oral Torah; and one third for understanding and 

conceptualizing the result of a thing from its origins, how one thought comes from 

another thought, how one idea resembles another, understanding the Torah from 

the principles of Biblical interpretation, until he knows the importance of those 

principles, and how one determines what is forbidden and what Is allowed, and in 

a similar fashion all the ideas one learns from the wntten text, and all of this is 
• 

called gemara .'' (MT, Talmud Torah 1 :11) Under this topic which RaMBaM called 

gemara, can also be inferred the study of metaphysics. which he deals with more 
I 
fully in his Moreh Nevuchim. Since no one knows just how long it will take to 

master any of the subject areas, or how long one will actually have to study (the 

length of one's life, since study was to be a life-long endeavor), RaMBaM'? 

curriculum was divided into thirds for each study session. {MT, Talmud Torah 

1: 12) Eventually, RaMBaM expected that the average student would be proficient 

enough in Torah shebichtav and Torah sheb;'al peh that he would only need to 

review them at specified times and would spend the majority of his time in 

studying gemara (MT, Talmud Torah 1:12). The student would spend his time on 

gemara , according to his interest and ability to concentrate on it. (MT, Talmud 

Torah 1:12) 

Just as the teacher was a role model for the students as to the type of 

person that they should strive to become, the curriculum was taught in such a 

way that it was CJ model for how study should be conducted during O("le's entire 
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life. Study is not only a llfe-long endeavor, it Is also to be a day and night activity. 

To model this bel1avior, students were to be taught during the day and into tt1e 

night (see this point in the discussion of students above; MT, Talmud Torah 2:2). 

New material could not be introduced on Shabbat, but material that was already 

taught could be reviewed, to maintain the sanctity and restful atmosphere of 

Shabbat and to model the mltzvah of study on Shabbat. {MT, Talmud Torah 2:2) 

Comprehension was of major importance, so much so that the teacher 

was required to repeat and review, even several times, to ensure that all the 

students understood the material. (MT, Talmud Torah 4:4) However, if the 

students were not putting their best effort into trying to learn the material. then the 

teacher could utilize other methods to get them to comprehend. (MT, Talmud 

Torah 4:5) One of these methods was the use of qOestions to see what the 

students really knew and to see how well they had learned to apply the material. 

As with other areas of study and the curriculum, questiontng had a well· 

developed set of rules to be followed. A student should !"lot ask a question of the 

teacher the minute he entered the school, " / · /; 1..J> • 9 ~c./ ..n·t1 ~,.. 

until he had a chance to gather his thoughts.~ (MT. Talmud Torah 4:6) Slmilafly, a 

student should not ask questions " "'J · 1 :1~ •JI ·t,, 1-r ~ => • c. ..> \ 
when he enters, until he sits and rests." (MT, Talmud Torah 4:6) Two students 

should not ask questions at the same time, nor should a student ask a question 

about something other than the subject being discussed.(MT, Talmud Torah 4:6) 

However a teacher has the right" .o'?' N/.n :i JJlc J11('eir 

to lead the students astray 

with his questions and with the deeds he does in their presence, in order to 

sharpen them end to know if they remember what he taught them or not. (MT, 

Talmud Torah 4:6) Further, he may question them on another matter, even if they -
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are not studying it, in order to urge them on In their studies. (MT, Talmud Torah 

4:6) 

Questioning was formalized to the point that there were rules about where 

one should be located to ask a question. Questions should not be asked or 

answered while standing, • ';"\ 1;) t. "' le/", 

Jc/", 

nor from a height, nor from a distance, nor from behind the elders." (MT, Talmud 

Torah 4:6) Also, students could only ask questions about the subject being 

studied and no more than three questions at a time (MT, Talmud Torah 4:6). All of 

these procedures existed to guarantee that the question would be accurately 

understood and, t us, properly answered. 

There was also an order to the importance Ot questions. If two people 

asked questions at the same time and one of them was on the subject and one 

l.vas not, the one on the subject took precedence. If one was about practice and 

one was not, the one about practice took precedence. If one was about law and . 
one was about interpretation, the one about law took precedence. If one was 

~ 

about interpretation and one was about cases, the one about interpretation took 

precedence. If one was about cases and one was about ' "' / n, lj. 
kal v'chomer, a fortiori' lnferences, the one about kal v'chomer inferences took 

precedence. If one was about a fortiori inferences and one was about analogies 

establlstled on the basis Qi.similar words, the one about l<al v'chomer inferences 

took precedence. (MT, Talmud Torah 4:8) We can infer from this specific detail 

regarding types of questions and their priority that RaMBaM may have been 

positing an unspoken value system of knowledge and learning. We see that the 

highest priority is given to questions of praxis, that is, practical behavioral matters .. 

The next level of priority is given to theoretical matters, with questions of reason, 

wl-lere using one's powers of reasoning could help to solve them, take 

-.. 
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precedence. Tradition and those matters which had to be passed down from 

Moses or the rabbis in order to be answered were of the least Importance to 

RaMBaM. 
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Even the status of the questioner was considered in the decision of 

precedence of questions. A sage took precedence over a student, and a student 

took precedence over an unlearned man. (MT, Talmud Torah 4:9) If both 

questioners were of the same status, or if both questions were about the same 

type of matters, then the teacher had the option of which question he answered 

hrst. (MT, Talmud Torah 4:9) This arrangement indicates an unspoken 

"curriculum" which taught the value of knowledge and learning (see above for 

more on this subject from the aspect of the questions being asked). 

In summary. the educational system of RaMBaM was predetermined and 

structured. On the elementary level it was fixed and governed by clear, set rules. 

Th~ ideal was for all males to be educated, at least in the basic areas which 

RaMBaM deemed to be essential, Torah shebichtav, Torah sheba'al peh , and 

Gemara. 

-



CHAPTER 3 

We now look at the sources from which RaMBaM developed the model for 

Talmud Torah that we examined in the last chapter. Once again, the sources will 

be reviewed and analyzed by subject matter, with an eye toward how RaMBaM 

was able to derive his laws from them. We will be following the order of halachot 

as found in the Mlshneh Torah . 

THE STUDENT 

Tha first topic we deal with is the picture of the ideal learner. For RaMBaM, 

he is a free, Jewish male, perhaps an adult and possibly a child of a free. adult 

Jewish male. We are told that " ,0 •71(';, .tJ J0, ,;,•?:::rr-1 .D ·t:; 

women, slaves and children are exempt from 

Talmud Torah" (M.T. Talmud Torah 1:1). lnKetuvot28a, we read," ? Nie 1 ... 
-:i'">1fl t?:l~ 1Ndt1 ,o~lcd -,101c .,;- 1 ~ ..-t.1-;)' ':J'> 

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: a man is forbidden to teach his slave Torah". We 

are further told in the Mishneh Torah that a woman is not required to teach her 

son Torah. This can be seen in Nazir 29a , where we read, " t,·pr v? ?N/<. 

'::J''f7 ~ · le '?::J<-( 'NJ 7>t..lc 11"-<> lc ' .);) ·le J)i3iv;J 1-:;nt7. •7::;, 

~.:i f'Jnd JI~ " " :'lelc';I I'''' .ri1 3/\l;J '),:, TJ"r 
... Resh Lak1sh said: 1n order 10 teach his son the mitzvot Then, even a woman 1s 

allowed? He holds that a man is required to teach his son the mitzvot but a 

woman is not required to teach her son". Clearly, this is a direct statement which 

RaMBaM then quotes as his halachah. 

The obligation for a man to teach his sons and grandsons, as well as 

others, Torah comes from several sources. In Kiddushin 30a we read,· k 

1 l1r .:> ::u fl::;, ;) / •h :;-. f.. II :p I .fl 'J;J 1::J J\lc_ 1 /IM;> 

(]..:J J;J[, ('J~r ;tlJl"'r 'il :)J ?iikJQ.. :.;·o ..,-:>"' ":J~lj 
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whoever teaches his son's son Torah, it is accounted to him as If he had received 

it from Mt. Sinai, as it Is written: "you shall teach it to your sons and your son's 

sons." The teaching of others is found in Sanhedrin 19b where we read," '"'Jc. 

;)) IJ1 P~n /0 7tvdt.i-;) b /-"J' ' '~ ) )/'.It J "'rlj "'>~ ht/Ne; '..:>> 

-;,{)( 1 -::i '.fl :;,J :i t-1111 In ~I<. J"1£.n -:i /i,, '~''J°' nf 1J.1c ~ ::> 1.n ~ :> , ·h -;;/; .N 

/ NO; h l/<.71.J ry~[ ?IV ·/" ~lbl'il rr: 1n~ J:. f ?N1J)11:-,J<. ')~ flJ,.Jt, 

Rabbi Sh'muel bar Nachmani said that Rabbi Yochanan said: whoever teaches 

the son of his friend Torah is as if he had created him, as it is wntten: 'these are 

the generations of Aharon and Moses', and 'these are the names of the sons of 

Aharon', to teach you that Aharon begat and Moses taught, therefore they are 

called by his name." Additionally, we read in Sanhedrin 688 • 1-t~I /kn· f'Y> · ~le ·~le 

my father, my father, the charioteers and horsemen of fsrael." We can make the 

inference from Elisha's calling his teacher, Elijah, 'avf that one who teaches is as if 

he were the person's father. We also saw this kind of reference in Ss111'1edrln 19b. 

Finally, in Sifre/ , Ve'etchsnan we read " j' . ., •"' f".11 

'to your sons', those are your students," another clear reference to equating one's 

students with one's children and one's teacher with one's father. 

RaMBaM also discussed the obligation to provide a teacher for one's son, 

even at one's own expense and the requirement to provioe for one's own 

education tf one's father did not do so We read in Beltzah 16a about the 

exception of money spent on teachin~ one's son Torah. This refers to the fact 

that a person's income is fixed at the beginnl11g of the year with several 

exceptions, the amount spent on his son's education being one of those 

exceptions. From this source RaMBaM was able to Infer the need to pay for a 

teacher for one's son. 

Who takes priority in being educated, a father or a son? AaMBaM says 

that the father takes precedence unless the son is wiser and more creative. This 
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is based on a baraita in Klddushin 29b "A"J ~ 1;, "'"'/"/" !P' "'"ff ,, , :l -,·:.n 

'"' ~'l '.P I~:.:> ~ ·fl.fl"' ml'l/fl1 ,,;;NIY / J''J !J-' .1> i ?N)c -:,71;,• '.> J-7Jr 

our sages taught: If he must study and his son must study, he takes precedence. 

Rabbi Ye/Juda said: if his son is very clever and sharp-witted. and he cannot 

sustain both he and his son in study, his son takes precedence." 

Study begins in the home with slogans such as "Torah tziva Janu Mosheh" 

and "Shema Ylsrael". We read in Sul<l<ah 42a " 1;, 1tf' -1 9 1 • 

'lc N °;))/./) 'rN ~ J'IJC'-,JI #)l fl 1v11f' 1•;.d c 

-::i7·r" J>£i' ":J tJ 'IN -:,e.r1 Jr -=>'l ':) '>1.J> '':J!JN n .:n '"'k. 1t•:i 

if he knows how to speak, his father teaches him Torah and k'riat Shema. What is 

Torah? Rav Hamnuns said : 'Torah tziva lanu Mosheh morashah klhllat Ya'akov'." 

This tells us that slogans like this were suppposed to be a part of the basic 

knowledge base of every boy prior to entering formal education. 

Formal education begins when a boy enters school with a"1sacher. This Is 

at the age of six or seven according to RaMBaM. There is a discussion of the 

proper age for a boy to begin his education in Baba Batra 21a. The discussion 

begins with the consideration that a boy who has no father does not le~rn Torah 

and a boy who has a father does learn. From there we read that the rabbis first 

fixed the appointment of teachers in every province to teach students when they 

reached the age of sixteen (16) or seventeen (17). This was changed by 

Yehoshua ben Gamla who • /;:J J> 'f!)JJ 1r.1£v ; ·~'t; '"' 1:'>'"' ) J 'fl' 

-(";)f, j~ UI ,.)J /fl 1/c J'OJ :J NI ", "'61 "> 'ii ,[, ~ / ~ ·~IV/ ;,_) ' ii'{ 

ordained that the1 e would be teachers of small children in every land and every 

city and they would be enrolled when they were six or seven... Pirkel Avot 

reiterates this idea, although for he authors of Avot the proper age to begin formal 

study is five for Torah, ten for Mishnah and fifteen for Talmud (Avot 5:21) . 
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As to the requirement for every man to study, regardless of his physical 

condition, economic standing or age, we find several references to these 

situations in the Talmud. Yoma 35b relates the story of two men who came before 

the Belt Din of heaven to account for their actions during their lives. The poor 

man was asked why he did not occupy himself with Torah study. He replied that 

he was busy earning a living. They replied, were you more occupied with earning 

a living than Hillel, who provided for hlmse~f and his household and paid his tuition 

at the bait hamldrash. One day, when he did not have enough to contribute to the 

beit hamldrash he climbed up on to the roof so that he could hear the words of 

Shemayah and Avtalyon. He fell asleep and was discovered the next morning, 

covered with snow. His dedicaton to study was the paradigmatic example of 
• 

dedication by a poor man. 

I 
The rich man was compared to R. Ellezer, whose father left him one 

thousand cities and one thousand boats. He put a sack of flour on his shoulders 

and went from city to city and from land to land to study Torah. One day, he was 

found by his servants who, not recognizing him, placed him in forced lab?r. 

When he requested that they let him go so that he could study Torah, they 

complied because their master, R. Eliezer was always occupied with the study of 

Torah. 

When the rasha came before the beit din and they asked him why he had 

not occupied himself with Torah, he replied that he was busy with his evil 

inclination. He was compared to Joseph, who was pursued by Potlphar's wife, 

who tried to entice Joseph. For each threat that she made, Joseph replied that 

Gd would save him, utilizing a different section of the g'vurot as his prooftext. The 

rabbis concluded that Hillel obligated the poor to study, R. Etiezer obligated the 

rich and Josepn obligated the r'sha 'im . 

--
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One is obligated to study up until the time or his death. We see the 

prooftext for this in Shabbat 83b, • ,l;lrri t '.J' , . ...;,, ?Nie. 

?~/~Cl ';Ul'/ol J ""'tJ 1/:.Jlc. / :>)1.JI' ')~tNI t. 111'/:J Jl':Jl'I 11'1]'1 J1/c ,,Jc. "')"' h 

f)')/J)~ 70 1-r le i:) :}Jl ' N ..0"1'~ 1f~Jc. n/c.~ J11N' '..) .O'I~ ~?I.ft';) .ftCJ 

Rabbi Yonatan said: a man should never count himself apart from the horJse of . 
study and from words of Torah, even at the hour of his death, as It is written: 'this 

is th~ law (i.e. Torah) of a man who dies in the tent' - even at the hour of his death 
I 

he should be engaged in studying Torah: It is clear from this that study of Torah 

was considered to be of primary Importance and that one was to concentrate on it 

at all times, even just before one died. 

--RaMBaM considered the education of women to be unnecessary and Ill . 
advised. He says that a woman will receive a reward for study, but not as great a 

r~ward as a man, and, whoever teaches his daughter Torah is as one who 

teaches her tlflut (obscenity or immorality). These seem to be contradictory 

statements. If a woman who learns Torah will receive a reward, even a lesser 

reward than a man, then it seems that teaching a woman Torah has at lea~t some 

merit. If teaching her Torah Is like teaching her immorality, then she should not 

receive a reward for learning Torah, for that would be receiving a reward for 

immorality. The basis for RaMBaM's various otatements come from Kiddushin 

31a and Sota 20a and b. In Klddushln we read that " 1N N ~11'1 ;>1131<1 {, 9L 

.;-it-1 .,, :>1131o1 !J''(J the reward is greater for one wt:io is commanded and 

performs (the mitzvah) than for one who is not commanded and performs". We 

can infer that since women were not commanded to study Torah (see Klddushin 

29b) , that the contradictory statement comes from Sot ah 20a and b where we 

read that both Rabbi Aklva and ben Azzai said, • :l?1J> IJ)~ ?11hH> . 

,,,[;,JI :..9N 1r 'c. ,/1, ::i) one who teaches his daughter Tonih is like one 

who teaches her immorality." In addition, RaMBaM taught elsewhere (especially ---

- . 

, 



In the Moreh Nevuchlm) that everyone who learned and was able to •ptug lnw to 

the Active Intellect would receive a place in olam haba. This Included women, 

even though their share in the olam haba was smaller than that of men. Clearly, 

these are contradictory to the opinion that women who studied Torah were 

learning immorality. 
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The young student was allowed to be pul"tished only with a small strap, and 

only to Instill fear in him. Baba Batra 21s reads, "J>f.'tJ o::i /ic.,"'tJ ;,.,f' ;n ;')'r ?Nk 1 

lcJoN 1cJ11 ,.,,=> 1c f k.. '.hP"' if '?Jr l Jl 'M' ·:;, Rav said to Rav Shmuel 

bar Shilat: when you hit a chlld, you may only hit him with the strap of a sandalw, 

1n other words, a thin strap. We read in Makkot Ba that a teacher Is like a father 

with respect to disciplining a student. Also, the student was to study all day and 

into the night, on the eve of Shabbat and festivals qnd on the festivals themselves. 

We see this from Sukkah 288, where we read," "' 'C ;, , Hie 1,;; 

and he (Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai) did not say 'the time has come to leave the 

school' except for the eve of Pesach and Yom Kippur". If Rabbi Yochanan ben 

Zakkai said that it is time to leave the school and therefore cease studying on 

these occasions, we may assume that it was appropriate for a teacher to say 

something similar. We may also infer that it Is not proper for the teacher to say 

this on other occasions, such as week days and the eve of other festivals. 

Shabbat 19b goes so far as to say ... :>It'°..) w?/=>' "> ..olf.>1 "rf" «-' " ·w} 

t..~ 7H.) .n ·~ J'_).:)r 1/.;:,k_ /~') Jl'.:J ;;, .ft ' /"':)J> ; •/ (';N /'Jc 

Resh Lakish said in the name ot Rabbi Yehudah , head of the Sanhedrin , 'children 

do not ceasf:! their studies evon for the building of the Temple'". Children and their 

teachers are exempted from one of the greatest mitzvot that could be imagined in 

traditional sources, the rebuilding of the Temple, if they were engaged in studyfng 

Torah. This illustrates the extreme importance of children studying. 

--
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We now look at child welfare as related to the classroom setting and 

schooling. RaMBaM allowed a maximum of twenty-five students for one teacher, 

with twenty-five to forty students requiring an assistant. We read in Baba Batra 

21a , • °;U'/c •Jc/ 'l'J' ~t, 'Nn/ /"')t;-f "Jh9 •1rt1 r I~' ")Nie I 

~..Jt''"'" :i·rr,"o"'' '~p· ~ "'' /J '"'T"" J'';>'k.. :).) '~ .,,, ·vi /J';,.tl,,, r •·NI) .. 
Raba said: a total of twenty-five students may be allowed for one ~eacher, and for 

fifty we need two. If there are forty, we appoint an assistant and pay him with 

public funds". This is somewhat different than what RaMBaM had to say about 

this matter. For RaMBaM, proper education required fewer students per teacher 

(more than forty students required a second teacher) . This may have been 

because of his assei1ion that students in his day were less capable than in earlier 

times (see M.T. Talmud Torah 4:2, referlng to the prior practice of students 

standing) or it may have reflected a prevailing trend in the society in which he 

J lived. Alternatively, RaMBaM may have had a different glrsa from which he was 

working. 

Student sat ety was protected by prohibiting tr~nsporting students from . 

town to town or across a river I even to study with a better teacher. We can see 
' 

this in Baba Batra 21a, where we read that from the time of Yehoshua ben Gamla, 

" fcJl'.f' ':JAi hie. ICJIN(" l<J>N,./ /cl 'J' /J ''"'"' It J 
/J''""'"' /e)IJl 'Jl ;i~ · /c .,,, µ.("'"' ,,r ln?J r~ 'le/ /)'(10./ lcJ>-.J~ -;:/' 

we do not send a young student from one city to another city, but from one 
r ~ 

school to another we do send, and if there is fear because of a river, we do not 

send them except if there is a good bridge". 

We now turn our attention to the ideal student. What qualities did he have 

and how was this to be determined? RaMBaM said that only a person whose 

deeds were proper should be taught. In Berachot 2Ba we read of the e~ample ot 

Rabban Gamliel, who would only allow proper students to enter the door of tne 

---
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school to study. An improper student was defined as.",,~ ;) •:>IJI r" fJ 'i ',..r;, ;; 
any student whose character was not whole and whose studies were not correct 

(literally: whose insides did not reflect his outsides)". However, RaMBaM says, if a 

student is not proper, we should first correct his behavior and then teach him. We 

see the precedent for this in the continuation of the·passage in Berachot 28a, in 

which Rabban Gamliel admitted that he may have been wrong to close entry to 

the school to those who did not meet his criteria. We can infer from this passage ' 

what RaMBaM taught, that an improper student Is to be shown the proper way 

and then taught Torah though other interpretations might be possible. 

THE TEACHER 

Next we need to look at the ideal teacher and compare RaMBaM's vision to 

the ideal set forth In traditional sources. We begin with his concept that all 

sqholars must teach those who come after them. We read in MlshQah Avot 1: 1, 

" ~,:));'\ .c'i'""t;, n·t1PI raise up many disciples." Scholars ar& expected to teach the 

next generation, that is, their disciples. In addition, we have seen above, the 

references to Sanhedrin 68a where Elisl'la refers to Elijah as "my father· and Sifrei 

Ve'etchanan which compares one's students to one's children, as other sources 

for this view 

Teachers of small children may be paio, according to RaMBaM, but only 

for specific subjects. For other subjects, they may not be paid. RaMBaM defines 

those subjects for which a teacher may be paid as Torah shebichlav, written 

Torah; and those subjects for which a teacher may not be paid as Torah sheb'al 

peh, oral Torah. From the Talmudic sources, we see references to paying a 

teacher but not to the subjects for which one may be. pajd or not paid. In B'chorot 

29a we read that • le '.J.n ~11~ .0J1lc '1c ~n;J J le. ii"' 
~Jn~ AJ>lc. J,, JJj n;:J jk -;, >1 •<J /ic. ' n -:.J] ? a-Ju ·~;) '""..) 

just.as Moses learned (was taught) for free, so also should you teach for free. It Is 

"' 



taughl also there 'I was commanded by Gd', just as I (received it) for free, so 

should you (give/ teach it) for free.· We can see that these sources do not 

actually give us any specifics on the subjects for which a scholar may be 

compensated or if, in fact, there are subjects for which a scholar may or may not 

be compensated. 

Teaching small children was considered to be of such importance that a 

town that had no teachers could be placed under a ban. Shabbat 119b says, • 

rJl l )/lH •':\J 1 )1'1/t/ 'Jll:l/< N :.Jb lrN f;, -:1/c-':J ;)?/';) ' ._,;- ~'j'r ..,.., ?N ie. / 

-:vii/c. / 'N '1flN .,"''' ·~pn ":\.11•/c j':J'')n/<I /~, Jr';> /; Jt'l:.Jfl ':I;) / •lt.f; '> ' " h 
Resh Lak1sh said to Rabbi Yehudah, the head of the Sanhedrin: I received this 

from my fathers and some say 1rom your fathers': any city that does not have 

children studying Torah should be destroyed. Ravinah said: place it under a ban." 

Further, in Baba Batra 21a we read about Yehoshua ben Gamla who instituted the 

practice of "., .• , .,." /;,~, 7\j '~N1 ':\)'~" /;~ JI? '.J.n ·~11& 1 '>'"'"' 
putting teachers of small children in every land and every city". Thus we see the 

basis on which RaMBaM required the appointment of teachers in every location In 

which there were children to be taught. 

As a role model, the teacher was not allowed to administer corporal 

punishment willfully, but only to instill proper tear in the children. We have already 

seen this in Makkot Ba and 22b, in which we are given explanations for the types 

of corporal punishment allowed. 

Teachers were supposed to model the ideal of study as a life-long 

endeavor, and to exemplify study day and night. We have already seen this from 

the point of view of the student above, in the obligation for students to study even 

on erev Shabbat and on 'festivals (Sukkah28a and Pesachlm 109a) and that 

students are even exempt from helping to rebuild the Temple if it means that they 

must leave their studies. (Shabba(T19b). We can infer that if students are 
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supposed to learn these values, one way for them to do it is for them to see their 

teachers behaving in this manner. Therefore, we can say that the statements 

regarding students and their study habits also applies to teachers with the added 

necessity that they make their study habits a source of role modeling for their 

students. 

A teacher's primary responsibility is to his students. A teach~r may not 

occupy himself with anything other than his students while he Is supposed to be 
\ 

with th~m. We learn this from the story of Rav Shmuel bar Shi/at who was walking 

In his garden when Rav saw him. Rav asked him if he had abandoned his 

charges. Rav.Shmuel bar Shi/at replied," /ch /Jfl ,o.i;, /e:'J ---

for thirteen years you have not seen me 

(like this in the garden) and even now I em thinking about them" (Baba Batra Bb) . 

The teacher Is to teach at a fast pace and ~ccurately. We learn the 

importance of accuracy from the story told In Baba Batra 21a-b, in which Yoav 

and his men spent six months killing all the msles In Edom. Upon his return, 

David asked him why he had killed all the males in Edom. He replied, " ~~:> ~ 

IJ .,,,, ")~ 'CJ'' [..,e JJ'">/ '::s ulc /ci>I 71·[ ?Nk. l;;,.. .,~ JllC. ?,.N .n 

it is written: wipe out the males of Amalek, he (David) said to him: we read it 

'zeicher remember', he said to him: I learned it 'zachar males·.· 'Any deviation from 

the accepted behavior and teaching style was considered by RaMBaM to be 
~ 

included in the category of · 7> '"'' ~ ..11 :;,le fN ;') .,,.., ·mk.. 

cursed be he who does Gd's work deceitfully." (Baba Batra 21b) 

An unmarried man should not teach children, nor should a woman be a 

teacher· of children. RaMBaM gives as his reason that an unmarried man should 

not bjt..a.,tea~er because of the mothers who come to pick up their sons. The 

justification for this ruling comes from the Talmud 1Yerusha/mi, Kldushln 4:11 which 

prohibits a man from teaching small children if h~ is not in th 

.. 
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There is no Justification given for a woman not being a teacher of small children. 

As was noted before, however, if a woman does not study and learn herself, she 

Wiii not be able to teach children because she will not have the requisite 

knowledge. Inasmuch as there was no systematic provision for woman's 

education, there could be no way for women to be adequately prepared to teach. 

Nevertheless, RaMBaM proposes the possibility that a woman might have the 

knowledge to be a teacher. He restricts her from teaching out of concern for the 

f ethers who bring their sons to school. 

The ideal teacher was one who taught at a rapid pace and with accuracy. 

If a choice had to be made between a rapid pace and accuracy, then accuracy 

was the preference. In Baba Batra 21a we read the discussion of this issue. ·,,NA: J 

o .,, 1,/, i"';i ~ni ? "~ 1,£ o·~ 'Fl 7l11 '?l >J '">JI J .n le.> "l 

O'"{'' le[, J"H jJ•:JJllN '"'k /t't9, ~ll ' H ' i ~) ·· · i'~ let; O",~;> le1:i;, µ-:MI N 

Rabo said: if there are two primary teachers, one who is rapid and not precise and 

one who is precise and not rapid , we choose the one who is rapid and not 

precise ... Rav Dim/ of Nahardel'a said: we choose the one who is precise and not 

rapid." This is the same passage in which we read the account of Yoav and his 

misreading of the text. From this we can infer that precision Is more important 

than speed. We are allowed to change teacher's for greater accuracy In any 

subject according to RaMBaM, yet our text makes no specific statements 

regarding subject matter in this area. 

There are no restrictions on where one may open a school, as opposed to 

other occupations. Baba Batra 21a allows a school to be opened even in the 

communal courtyard of a dwelling. 'This is distinctly different than such 

occupations as doctor, weaver or scribe, who may not set up business in the 

courtyard. Even the other occupants of the courtyard may not object and thereby 

prevenf'a teacher from opening up a school. This is a clear example of the high 
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regard in which the education of children was held, since it is one of the few 

exceptions to the rules of limiting "cut-throat" competition and use of areas with 

communal courtyards. 

We now return to the issue of teacher as role model. We are told that a 

student should not learn from a teacher who does not follow the proper path. 

Mo'ed Katan 17a addresses the question of what to do with a teacher whose 

behavior was improper but whose knowledge was needed by his community. 

Rabbi Yochanan said. " ?'' /;./" ;:n:) ~"'? $1 ft 

/ •:JN ;i ')1.n I~(:! • le [ 1/cl Jl le 1 I'• N -.,-,1.n 1qq -:J • ~ 

if the teacher resembles a messenger of Gd, seek Torah from his mouth. If not, 

do not seek Torah from his mouth". In contrast to this, liNe have the example of 

Rabbi Meir who learned from Ellsha oen Abuya, Acher, the great apostate of the 

Tatlnud. We are told that only a sage &s great as Meir could learn from such a 

teacher and not be influenced by him. For the rest of us, we should learn only 

from proper teachers 

The teacher and the students may all sit or they may all stand, a clear 

3·1 

. modelling of the idea that both teachers and students are equally valuable human 

beings despite the higher educational attainments of the teacher. We can infer 

permission to stand or sit when teaching from Megillah 21a , where we read "~" ~.,fr.f; 

., ' '.fl · ~"'... ?>1., "~ -:\nit. 1 -..Nie_, ... ... .,..?. ';),;) ;;, ,.rJ.11:,,r ~t. ·' ~Q ·~c ;; ,:)(,' 
( >JJ Y>1 fc£ ';)'>IJ} j "'l fllf I ' ;) /tJ lk·~c_ j:J'> 1~1 ':>~ J1 1N'N 

~ ' "' ';'\ .,IJ) j'1f'Jr I '':>/ /)/, T f ·fn ,., . ;;;../;..,<!.. ,::i.., JJH'lJH 

from whence do we know that a teacher may not sit on a bed while his students 

sit on the ground? As it is written. 'You stand here with Me'. Our sages taught: 

from the time of Moses to Aabban Gamliel, Torah was taught standing. After the 

death of Rabban Gamliel, weakness descended upon the earth and Torah was 

tauQRt sitting.· The earlier ideal, we are told, was for the students to stand while 



they were being taught, just as the Israelites stood while receiving the Torah. 

However, after the death of Raban Gaml/el, weakness entered the world and 

students sat while being taught. 

We read in Avot 2:5, " ~ N ["' the 
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hot-lempered man cannot teach". For RaMBaM this meant that the ideal teacher 

was a man who was even-tempered and able to review the material as many 

times as necessary, until the students learned and understood it. This Ideal is 

also foun9 in Shabbat 30b, " A vk le:) · ,I)/: "fJ /J~.., 'J .n 

• 1c1Y fJ :> 1v.,r re~ · h, /J....,:> /J'/''J-r 

our sages taught: one should always be patient like Hiiiei and not Impatient like 

Shammal." 

Finally, in order for a teacher to maintain the proper discipline and respect , 

RaMBaM teils us that e teacher should not eat or drink with his students, act 

frivolously in their presence, or amuse himself In their presence. We infer this 

from K5tuvot 103b where Rabban Gamllel ls said to have been taught that he 

needed to be stern in his conduct as nasi. RaMBaM expanded this to apply to all 

teachers and their relationship with their students. 

THE CURRICULUM 

We now look at the curriculum as defined by RaMBaM and the traditional 

sources from which it comes. As we have already seen above. for the young 

student. the first phrases are slogans, to be learned as the child learns to speak. 

In contrast to this. we read in Avot 5:22, " $) J ~ <l. >1 n I.:, 

"., 7' 11 tf at five years of age (one is ready for the study 

of) the Scriptures." RaMBaM chose to fol1ow the Sukkah text for his curricular 

guide rather than Avot. 

-
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After he is six or seven years old, he Is entered into school. From the age 

of"Six, we " /t. .., J J) .> f;.7' 
I 

accept him In school and stuff him llke an ox." (Baba Batra 21a) 

We get our first look at the curriculum in the discussion of what a teacher 

may be paid for teaching a student. In this context we are told that a father must 

teach his son, " ..!\ , 1 c. 1, , .n 1;,/;, ~ 11<1 ~ ':lj ~>J 1 h "\ i"" 

Torah and Mishnah, and Talmud, laws and stories.k(Klddushln 30a) These fall 

into the categories of Torah shebichtav and Torafl sheb'al peh for RaMBaM 

The study time for each of these categories and for what RaMBaM calls 

gemara are to be divided into thirds, one third of one's study time to be devoted to 

each area. Rav Safra taught in the name of Rabbi Yehosllua ben Chananya , 

e; fv · ,of,-a-f' .().Jlf..~J lcr,c. .O.flJJQJI '1]JJ [~ 

11Nf.fi~ q,,·k ";)JC.H~ t.. •h lcirJJ~ tJ 'Jv l'.fl'Je, P~lc 
do not read 'teach them diligently' but rather 'divide them into thirds' for a man 

should always divide his years into thirds. one third for Torah, one third for 

Mishnah and one third for Talmud." (Klddushln 30a) For RaMBaM, Mishnah 

means the entire Oral Law, including what we commonly think of as Talmud. 

Instead of Talmud, he defines the final third expressed In the Talmudic passage 

as all the laws and bases from which law has been jerived, the principles on 

which decisions are made and all the methods used to understand the Bible and 

Biblical exegesis. 

Since we do not know how long we will live, in order to divide our studies 

into thirds, we need to utilize a system that will allow us to devote one third of our 

study time to each subject. For RaMBaM this is accomplished by dividing each 

, day's study into thirds. We find an allusion to this methodology in Klddushln 30a 

in the section quoted above, where we read, "k.N,.[ Jc:> ">'3 1:[ " n ";)"":;, -r?1' ."' 

--
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who knows how long his life will be"? Therefore, the division into thirds obtains on 

a daily basis. 

RaMBaM expects that as a student becomes more proficient in Torah, he 

will need to spend less time studying Torah and will be able to devote more time 

to other matters, especially gemara. However, we find little support for his views 

in the Talmudic text itself. While "Talmud" in tannait/c texts may not mean what 

we call Talmud, it is not clear that it means logic, deduction or understanding of 

the hermeneutics as RaMBaM claims. 

RaMBaM tells us that the teacher should repeat himself, even several 

times, if the students did oot undertand him. We learn this from Eruvin 54b, where 

we read, " n ·,.,fn /" JI 'J q,/ "' ~le. ~ .. " 

'j'iN/'.e •'f •fi/:r.J" Jl'jt.f ,11tle ~""tJ /'JN ')>JI/:. b'J-. •..)) .. R 'N'Ul ";\T~i/c. 

one1is required to review for his student four times ... Rabbi Aklva says: from this 

we learn that one is required to review for his student until he learns". The 

curriculum is of such importance that it requires full understanding by the 

students before a teacher has fulfilled his obligation. 

As a part of the curricular concerns, RaMBaM addresses the ways in which 

a student may ask questions and the ways in which a teacher may ask questions. 

We are told that a student may not ask questio1 ,s until the teacher has had a 

chance to gather his thoughts at the beginning of the class. Similarly, a student 

does not ask a question until he sits and rests after entering the class. While 

neither of these rules is found in the Talmud, they appear in Tosefta Sanhedrin 

7: 10 (ed Zuckermandel), •. ~11 ~ ·11 t.111lc. rlici(J /'Jc. OfljtJ .l>:J n 

IJI~? ;)J) ' Jlt. h l"i<uJ ' /ct.1'1 (Jr °.J;,J" p:>f'I ~N;;, /:II /:11"19 :;) &.
1 '.n(J 

one may not ask a scholar questions when he enters until he sits and composes 

himself, and similarly, a student may not ask questions when he enters until he 

gaiflS..bis composure. H 

\ 
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RaMBaM tells us that a teacher should not be asked a question about an 

outside matter so that he not be embarrassed. We read in Shabbat 3b about this 

occurring to Rabbi Yehudah after Rav asked him a question on a different matter 

than the one which was being discussed. Rav C.t-ilwa told Rav that he should not 

ask about a different matter because a teacher other than Rabbi Yehudah might 

not bE:! able to answer the question properly. 

In contrast to this, RaMBaM says that a teacher may ask a "trick question" 

of a student in order to see if the student understood the material, remembered it 

or to sharpen the student's powers of observation and recall. We find examples 

of this practice in Ber11cbot 43b, Chui/in 43b and Eruvin 138 . In Berachot we read 

that Rabbah was the one who gave false information to test his students, in 

Chui/in he inspected an animal to determine its Jcashrut in a manner contrary to 

'4'at he had taught his students, and in Eruvin it is Rabbi Akiva who is testing his 
~ """ 

students. Similarly, a teacher may also change the subject being studied without 

warning. We find this In Baba Metziah 97a, where the sages give permission for a 

teacher to change the masechet during a lesson, and the students are required to 

learn what the teacher chooses to teach. 

A student shoulp not ask or answer questions while standing. This rule 

appears in Tosefta San~edrln 7:7, where we 1ead," ~Nl "¥N rli(1 (J I''' 
,D]/j 7l •-,nft /11 k fi rmw le/; ':) l~C,AJ Irr iAll'11V f :J. fJN ( k l 

one may not ask questions while standing, and one may not answer questions 

while standing, nor from a height, nor from a great distance, nor from behind the 

elders.'' Questions should be asked with an attitude of awe and fear, just as Torah 

was received with an attitude of awe and fear. (Berachot 22a) . 
With regarQ. to the precedence that types of questions take over other 

qµestions, AaMBaM presents a set of rules for answering questions and the 

priQ.rity to be given to some questions over others. The source for this order of 
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questioning and answering is Tosefta Sanhedrin 7:7, where we read, N 

• • • /'j'f".) lrf'"lc. J'J;Clt.J j'k. 

°''9"'' ";\~r:, -:i t,-r"'r ... !'J ·Y::> lic1.,-., .Jlt r~ ·t.AJ 1:r~ ""' 
/if' J'(/J.J ,1J1n1 Jr1 t'9N o.nNf J'j'l)) :\~~\)I ll..?~N '::J;)hJJ}'T~J 

?•NI;, ~~I) /'°i'i'JJ 1'NJ';.I ~:> n '">1111 'ilr (7j_J :lit. ~">]t.J ")/111n, Ii '?IJJn I 

-P,/(,", 1/i"r ,1:) ,11~ " '?'f01Ci .Oil:Jtl .R '/J.) f>,.OlJll I'~ 1'/oJ/;JJ'i'l)J ./l,/c";) n1 

":l.Jt,>J /"<:,'J>°':I 1 '..) .111t..,., ~·"" "' JV' ..t11;l1tJ.ft '..I"' Jl1f.lcQJ 'J>~/ Jl l:JJ-.;, ~e, 
one may not ask question, except about the matter at hand ... and not more than 

I 

three halachot ... if one asks about the matter-and one asks about something 

other than the matter, answer the one who asks about the matter ... if one a1ks 

about a matter of practice and one asks about a matter of interpretation, answer 

the question about practice, if one was about law and one was about 

interpretation, answer the one about law, about interpretation and cases, answer 

about interpretation, if one was about cases and one was about-'a fortiori 

inferences, answer the one about inferences, about inferences and analogies 

based on similar words, answer the one about Inferences, if a sage asked and a 

student asked, answer the sage, a student and an unlearned man, answer the 

student, if both are of equal status, or both questions ere about the same type of 

questions, the teacher makes the choice of whose question is answered first.· 

This is the exact same phraseology that RaMBaM uses. 

In general we see that most of RaMBaM's halachot were derived either 

directly or by inference from the Talmud. In some cases, noted throughout, he 

appears to have derived his halachot from other sources. The most frequently 

utilized source'We have found Is Tosefta. 
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CHAPTER 4 

We now address the modern world and the models of Talmud Torah as 

expressed through the Responsa of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein. We will be looking at 

Responsa In the areas of curriculum, the teacher and the student. In all 

Instances. the Responsa come from lggrot Moshe, the letters of Rabbi Moshe 

Feinstein in response to questions posed to him in all areas of JAwish life. Using 

the premise that questions only arise if a situation exists, we will be analyzing the 

Responsa with the understanding that the questions and questioners are 

reflective of traditional Jewish life today. In addition, we will be looking at some of 

these areas as expressed by the Reform movement, using the Schuster 

curriculum as the measure of the ideal within Reform Judaism. 

THE CURRICULUM 

For Rabbi Feinstein, curricular concerns can be divided into two general 

categories: religious and secula:- curriculum. This in itself is a major change from 

what we saw in the Mishneh Torah . In the M1shneh Torah the concerns were 

strictly with religious curriculum, that is, with Torah shebicMav, Torah sheb'al peh, 

and gemara . In the Responsa we see such questions as the propriety of teaching 

evolution and using textbooks that deal with evolution, along with questions about 

more traditional concerns like using "the Name" when teaching Torah to various 

age groups. 

As with many wt10 are concerned with the values that children are being 

exposed to today, there is concern v.:ithin traditional Judaism about the messages 

that youngsters are learning. This concern is addressed by Rabbi Feinstein in a 

responsa in lggrot Mosheh (referred to hereafter as l.M.) Yoreh De'ah, # 71. His 

answer ,to this concern Is to teach students that this world Is temporal and that 

any rewards which one may accrue now will not lastl especially those pleasures 
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which are called ·good time". In the place of such attractions, the teacher needs 

to instill e sense of Torah and good works which will accrue merit for one, both in 

this world and in the world to come. In contrast, for RaMBaM, there were no 

concerns with general society that were seen within the curricular aspects of the 

Mishneh Torah. 

Discipline is used in Rabbi Feinstein's system as both a punishment and as 

a motivator of students. If a student is suspected of behavior that warrants 

discipline, or if a student is lazy and wastes his time rather than studying Torah, 

then he should be punished for his behavior. The one caveat that we find is for a 

student who is susp!}cted of bltul Torah, wasting time that could be used for 

Torah study. In such a case, we are told, find anotheI reason to punish the 

student. since wasting time is a difficult and doubtful charge to prove (J.M. Yoreh 

Dp'ah #103). 

As for discipline as a motivator, we find that motivation is more accurately 

described within a framework of rewards and punishments than just punishments. 

In l.M. Yoreh De'ah #87 we read about the use of prizes as a reward fpr a 

student's mastering a specified amount of Talmud, a set number of pages, or 

even the entire Talmud. However, Rabbi Feinstein would prefer that a student be 

given appropriate honor instead of concrete prizes for his achievements. In 

RaMBaM's system, we saw that one needed to study Torah sheblcn'tav, Toran 

sheb'al peh, and gemara for one's entire life. However, the reward for learning 

Torah well was the opportunity to spend more time on gemara and less time on 

Torah, all the while reviewing It r'3gularly so that one did not forget it (M.T. Talmud 

Torah 1 :12). This was his form of prize, much closer to the honor which Rabbi 

Feinstein prefers. 

In RaMBaM's system, one needed to review so that one did not target 

Tor.a_tl, whether written or oral. The tradition of reviewing material forty (40) times 

I 
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is attributed to R. Yltzchak bar Yosef in Ketuvot 50 and by Abawe and Rava in 

Yevamot 64. Rabbi Feinstein uses these attributions (/.M. Yoreh De'ah 141) to 

underscore the tradition and encourage students to review all the time, so that 

one does not forget. 
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Whereas in RaMBaM's time there was little Qr no concern shown tor 

secular study, In the modern world this Is a major concern. Part of the reason for 

this change is a reflection of the society in which we live, the ability of everyone to· 

receive an education and the laws of modern society that all students must attend 

an approved school. Consequently, for the traditional Jew, attention must be paid 

to the curriculum, how non-Jewish subject matter is approached, and the amount 

of time devoted to it during the teaching day. Questions regarding acceptable 

books, appropriate curriculum and the division of the day between secular and 

J~daic studies are all found In lggrot Moshe. 

One of the major concerns found over and over again throughout these 

Responsa is the choice between state run schools and Jewlshly run schools. 

Whenever the choice is between sending orthodox Jewish children to a st~te run 

school or sending them to a school that in some way is not one hundred per cent 

proper i an area such as boys and girls studying together or in close proximity, 

the- oice is always for the students to go to the Jewish school, even though this 

may teach them some improper behavior. Part of the reasoning has to do with 

the teachers as rote models, which will be dealt with later. Another part of the 

reason has to do with the curriculum to which the students will be exposed and 

the ability of traditional Jews to control it. 

In Europe, for example, if the choice is between developing yeshivot which 

offer only Judaic courses or yeshlvot which offer both Judaic and secular studies, 

It Is better to offer both. In this way, the Jewish community can maintain control 

over the influences in the students lives. If secular studies were not offered, then -
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the students would have to go to secular schools and be exposed to 

unacceptable teachers, who were not Gd-fearing, and subject matter, like 

evolution, which is not proper (/.M. Yoreh f?e'ah #81 ). 
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Rabbi Feinstein takes a very hard line against the teaching of evolution in 

orthodox schools. Rather than allow students to learn abt>ut evolution, he 

recommends that books which do not even include it be purchased. If this is not 

possible, then the-offending pages are to be torn out (l.M. Yoreh De'ah #73). 

In general, secular education Is to be given as little time as possible without 

violating the law of the state. Torah is to be taught to boys In the morning when 

the students are more alert.and fresher, and secular studies are to be taught in 

the afternoon, when the student's attention span is shorter (l.M. Yoreh De'ah 

#105, #83). However, for girls, since Torah study is not obligatory, they can be 

taught itAn the afternoon and learn secular subjects in the morning (/.M. E'(,,en 

Ha:Azer' #40). In addition, he strongly recommends that time devoted to Judaic 

studies not be used for secular studies, as this will become a continuous practice . 
and will take time away from the student's main objective, to become a Ta/mid 

chacham (1.M. Yoreh De'ah #82). 

One is obligated to learn the entire Torah. Once one has learned part of 

the Torah, one is obligated not to forget it (1.M. Yoreh De'ah # 110). This Is also 

found in the Mishneh Torah as an obligation for all men (see above). Similarly, 

both RaMBaM and Rabbi Feinstein hold that one is obligated to learn until the day 

of one's death (M.T. Talmud Torah 1:10; /.M. Yoreh De'ah # 141). 

Not only does he advise against' using Judaic studies time for secular 

studies, but Rabbi Feinstein also objects to having secular books In the school. 

' His argument is based on two premises. First, he argues, students will see these 

secular books written by gentiles or non-observant Jews and think that the works 

of thes~hors are holy, just like their other books. This will lead the students to 
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apostasy. Second, he argues, learning this non-Jewish material wlll take time 

away from studying Torah and there is so much to teach the students from Torah 

and N'vl'im that we should not even have these books ,around for the students to 

ask about (1.M. Yoreh De'ah #105). 

For all students, there is the question of whether or not one may read Gd's 

name when teaching. Several arguments are proposed to support different 

views. Rabbi Ya'akov Emden holds that learning Torah is the same as reading 

Torah and therefore one should not change the words, just as Moses did not 

change them when he taught the Israelites. However, he goes on, if the student 

is a quick learner and understands clearly , then one may change the name of Gd 

to avoid pronouncing it in vain. 

Another view on the matter is that for the purposes of teaching young 

children, it is ~ermltted to use Gd's name. However, in this case, one should be 

wary that the child does not use Gd's name for non-educational purposes, either 

by Itself or when he sees some of the letters, even If the word being read Is not 

actually Gd's name. 

When teaching berachot one should use Gd's name as a pedagogic tool , 

so that the student will become accustomed to the proper usage. This will help to 

ensure that the student does not do the wrong thing wher. he Is actually making a 

berachah and use a euphemism for Gd's name rather than Gd's name (l.M. Orech 

Chaim #56). 

THE TEACHER 

In both RaMBaM's and R. Femstein's systems the teacher is a role model of 

Jewish life for the students. We saw this clearly in the Mishneh Torah in the 

discussions of the teacher's behavior in front of his students (M.T. Talmud Torah . 
4:5}; in the description of the proper teacher (4: 1) and in how a teacher may 

modeJ Jewish life and learning (1 :8, 2:2, 2:4, etc). -

---
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Fof Rabbi Feinstein, the teacher Is the exemplar of faith and the proper 

Jewish life. He says that teaching Torah is different from teaching other subjects 

because the students need to know and accept the truth of the teaching and to 

follow the laws set forth in the Torah (J.M. Yoreh De'an #71). It is the teacher's job 

to model proper behavior so that the student may see 1t and know w!1at is 

expected of him (J.M. Yoreh De'ah #71). We read this same principle, that the 

purpose of education is1o teach the student faith in Gd and to follow Torah in l.M. 

Yoreh De'ah # 76. There Rabbi Feinstein tells us that a small child will do whatever 

he is told, because he wants to please his parents, and when he gets older, he will 

continue to do them if they are explained to him according to his ability to 

understand. For this the teacher needs to know how to explain faith and behavior 

in a clear manner and to model it so that the young student will see just wha1 it is 

that he is being asked to do. 
J 

According to Rabbi Feinstein, the teacher needs to speak to his students 

about true faith and the love of Torah and mltzvot in order to instill that love in 

them (l.M. Yoreh De'ah #71). This again shows us the view of the teacher as role 

model for his students, just as we saw in the Mishneh Torah . 

The teacher Is also supposed to be the seat of authority and discipline for 

the student. In the Mishneh Torah we see this in the injunction to discipline the 

student with a thin strap (M.T. Talmud Torah 2:2) We also see that a teacher may 

use anger to get his students to apply themselves more (M. T. Talmud Torah 4:5). 

For Rabbi Feinstein, this is reflected in the method he describes for dealing 

with a student who needs to be disciplined for an alleged or real misdeed. The 

student who is suspected of behavior deserving of punishment or the student 

who is lazy may be punished by the te8cher ( l.M. Yoreh De'ah #103). We· are 

told In this Response that the teach~r's judgement must be trusted In this type of 

case, because he knows his students and what they might do. If he thinks that 

-

-
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there ls a reason to suspect a student, the student is to be punished out of a 

desire to return him to the right path, not out of anger. We see a similar approach 

in the Mishneh Torah, Talmud Torah 4:1 where we read that a teacher should not 

teach an unfit student. In addition, in l.M. Yoreh De'ah 11-76 we read that If a 

student Is disciplined out of love, he will not need to be disciplined often, but only 

once in a while, and he will know that the discipline 1s being meted out for his own 

good. 

The teacher's work is viewed as svodat kodesh, holy work, and therefore, 

the teacher should not work just for his salary. In fact, the teacher Is encouraged 

to spend extra time with students who need it 1n order to teach them the right path 

(l.M. Yoreh De'ah #71). Rabbi Feinstein explains this as the responsibility of the 

teacher to work.. according to the needs of the students end not according (o the 

amount of salary he is receiving. He gives an example of a teacher who spent 

extra time with his students and received an extra reward for it. The teacher also 

needs to have an extra measure of patience for his students (J.M. Yoreh De'ah . . 
#71). This Is consistent with the Mishneh Torah In which we read that the teacher 

needs to have patience and review material even several times in order for the 

students to understand it (M.T. Talmud Torah 4:4). 

For RaMBaM, the teacher could only be a male (M.T. ralmud Torah 2:4) . 

For Rabbi Feinstein the question is no longer whether or not a woman can teach, 

but, under what circumstances and with what caveats can she teach? This shows 

a clear change in thinking on the question of women as appropriate role models 

for students, assuming that the teacher is a role model, as we have seen 

repeatedly in both texts. In our modern times, women are teachers in emergency 

and non-emergency situations (1.M. Yoreh De'ah #73). This contradicts not only 

the Mlshneh T6rah, but, also, the Shulchan Aruch, both of which state that 

women may not even teach small children. The reason given is because of the 

--



fathers, which Rabbi Feinstein explains as the men going out in the town. 

Inasmuch as men go out, they can teach, but since women do not go out, they 

may not teach, explains Rabbi Feinstein. However, in our day, there are several 

reasons for allowing women to be teachers. There are not enougti men to 

provide teachers for all the schools which would require them. Secondly, women 

are paid less, so that allQwing women to be teachers is a fiscal benefit. Thirdly, 

the reason that women were not allowed to be teachers, namely a concern for the 

possibility of ylchud, a woman being alone with a man in an inappropriata 

situation, no longer exists, as we no longer find schools in homes. Since schools 

are very public places, and the problem of ylchud no longer obtains, there is no 

reason to prohibit women from being teachers {1.M. Yoreh De'ah #73). This, 

however, only applies to teaching young boys. In the case of older boys, a • 

woman should riot be their teacher for fear of her exciting them, unless it is-an 

emergency situation (1. M. Yoreh @e'ah #73). In addition, a woman tf:tacher is also 

a role model, especially for the girls who study in orthodox schools. 

Consequently, the female teacher must dress in a modest manner, wearing 

appropriately styled dresses (1.M. Yoreh De'ah #73). 

Another situation which RaMBaM did not address was the occasional need 

to fire teachers due to lower student enrollment or poor performance. In l.M. 

Choshen Mishpat # 77 Rabbi Feinstein addresses the issue of letting teachers go, 

especially due to a drop 1n enrollment. If a teacher is fulfilling his obligations 

properly and is a good role model, then there Is no reason to replace him. If. 

however. there is a drop in enrollment and it becomes necessary to flre some 

teachers, then two methods are suggested to determine who will be let go. Rabbi 

Feinstein allows that either the last one hired is the first one "fired' or a lottery may 

be used to determine who will not be retained {l.M. Choshen Mishpat # 77). 

---
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In several Responsa, Rabbi Feinstein addresses the question of paying 

teachers tor teaching Torah, Just as we saw with AamBaM (M.T. Talmud Torah 

1 :7). For Rabbi Feinstein, the payment is not tor teaching but for the time spent 

teaching which might otherwise have been spent in another occupation (1.M. 

Yoreh De'ah #138, #69). In addition, he raises some new issues related lo the 

payment of teachers. On& of these is the question of whether or not ~eachers 

may strike for higher pay. As part of this discussion, we learn that a union may 

negotiate teachers salaries, for both union and non-union members (1.M. Yoreh 

De'ash #69). We also see that Rabbi Feinstein allows a student of Torah to 

receive a monetary prize to support himself while he Is engaged In the study of 

Torah (1.M. Yoreh De'aP #116). However, In all of these discussions, the final 
I 

answer is that teacllefs may be compensated for their 1ime. 
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Two final issues with regard to teaching Torah deal with the propriety of 

te~ching in mixed settings. One question deals with giving a d'var Tuan at a 

meeting where men and women are both present. This issue did not arise for 

RaMBaM, but we might be able to infer an answer from his view on teaching 

women Torah (M.T. Talmud Torah 1:13). In contrast to AaMBaM's potential 

negative feelings 1n this situation, Rabbi Feinstein holds that it is permissible for 

women and men to be in the same room for a d'var Torah since women also need 

to know Torah. If the men are going to daven. then the women need to go to 

another room (l.M. Yoreh De'ah #109). 

The second issue of mixed settings is the propriety of teaching Torah when 

non-Jews are present. Once again, this was not an Issue for RaMBaM, so we 

have nothing with which to compare Rabbi Feinstein. Despite the prohibitions 

against teaching Torah to a non-Jew, there are clearly times, such as for 

conversion, when it is permissible to do so. Therefore, we may conclude that 



although it ls not the most desirable arrangement, it is permitted to teach Torah 

when non-Jews are present (1.M. Yoreh De'ah #90). 

THE STUDENT 
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We now turn to the Ideal student as seen by RaMBaM and Rabbi Feinstein 

For RaMBaM 1 the only student was a male, over the age of six or seven, who was 

sent to a t&&cher (M.T. Talmud Torah 2:2). There is a major change in the 

perception of who the student Is by the time Rabbi Feinstein is v..trltlng. We find 

nine (9) different Responsa in which questions about the age to separate boys 

and girls In school, the differences between the education of boys and girls, or the 

building of boys and girls schools In close proximity appear. In each case, the 

question being addressed is one which it appears would never have arisen in the , 
time of RaMBaM. • 

Rabbi Feinstein deals with the question of the proper age at which to 

separate boys and girls In school in five (5) separate Response. There are two 

basic issues for him, the different educational needs of boys and girls and not 

becoming accustomed to the opposite sex so that, once they have reached the 

age of puberty, boys and girls will maintain the appropriate distance from each 

other. The different educational needs of boys and girls is addressed in l.M. Even 

Ha'ezer #40, In which we read that boys study .. Judalca in the morning becausa 

they are more rested and can learn better. since they are obligated to study 

Torah. On the other hand, girls can study Judaica in the afternoon, since there is 

no obligation on their part to study Torah at all. 

We find four (4) Response that deal with the question of boys and girls 

becoming accustomed to each other. In 1.M. Yoreh De'ah #137 we see that the 

main concern is for the.yetzer hara, which small children do not have. Therefore, 

for small children there is no prohibition on their learning together. However, we 

do not want them to become accustomed to each other, to prevent the yetzer 
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hara from causing any trouble when they get older. This Is repeated rn l.M. Yoreh 

De'ah II 104 and elaborated on in the sense that Rabbi Feinstein specifies puberty 

as the age at which boys and girls must be separated for their schooling. He also 

includes a concern about the general atmosphere In this country, stating that 

children are somewhat socially precocious so that by the age of nine (9) or ten 

(10) they already are having thoughts about each other. l.M. Yoreh De'ah #73 is 

a straight repetition of the previously cited Response. We see a new 

consideration in l.M. Yoreh De'ah #78, that boys and girls may be taught together 

if the only other option is to send the girls to public schools. However, this Is only 

temporary, until the community can build a separate facility for girls. In any event, 

Physical Education classes must be held separately for boys and girls , even at 

young ages. 

Three (3) Responsa deal with the question of boys and girls learning near 

each other from the perspective of building schools close by one anct.her. In l.M. 

Yoreh De'ah # 102 we are told that a girls school should not be bullt on the 

campus of the boys yeshiva . This same question is repeated in 1.M. Yoreh De'ah 

#79, in which we are told that boys and girls need to be separated for learning, 

eating, resting and playing. In this Responsa, the possibility of building the two 

schools on the same property, with entrances on different streets, separate lunch 

rooms separate playgrounds and a fence to preclude the students from seeing 

each other is discussed. Even these precautions are seen as temporary, until 

such time as the co~ity can build the girls school In a totally different location. 

The third Responsa, l.M. Yoreh De'ah #80, approaches the Question frorn the 

aspect of building the boys' school on the grounds of the girls' school. This, too, 

is not allowed, for the same reasons as previously discussed. 

With regard to discipline, both RaMBaM and Rabbi Feinstein see It as a 

corrective measure, to teach the student the proper path (M.T. Talmud Torah 4:1 

-



and l.M. Yoreh De'ah #140). For Rabbi Feinstein. hitting a child is a right reserved 

for the father, in order to teach his son the proper path of life (1.M. Yoreh De'ah 

#140). This is a departure from Maimonides regarding discipline, where we saw 

that a teacher was allowed to hit a·student with a thin strap (M.T. Talmud Torah 

2:2). As has already been discussed above in relationship to the teacht;tr, we also 

see permission given to the teacher to disclpline a disruptive child In l.M. Yoreh 
\. 

De'ah #104. In this Responsa, we also read about getting students to Inform on 

wrongdoers. This, too, is for the purpose of correcting improper behavior and to 

improve the student's will to follow Gd's laws. We can infer from the fact that 

several Responsa deal with discipline and the disruptive child that it is a significant 

concern to the contemporary traditional Jew. 

A question which AaMBaM most likely did not face, which we see more 

and more in the modern world, is what to do with a child whose father is not 

Ji§wish and whose mother is Jewish. Should that child be enrolled n a traditional 

day school or yeshivah? Rabbi Feinstein sees two possible issues that need 

consideration in svch a case. First, is the child receiving a Christian education as 
f 

well as the Jewish education? If he is going to a Chr!stian school for reHgious 

instruction, then he should not be allowed to attend the Jewish school and he 

should not be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on his thirteenth birthday (1.M. 

Orech Chaim #73). The second issue for Rabbi Feinstein is whether the child's 

presence in the school will cause confusion for the other children. Again, If the 

answer is yes, he should not be enrolled in the yeshivah. 

RaMBaM allows for the possiblllty of education for girls, even though he 

considers it of much less importance than the education of boys (M.T. Talmud 

Torah 1 :13). By the time of Rabbi Feinstein, Jewish education for girls is an 

accepted reality, as seen by the Response in which he deals with the requirement 

for girls to study (1.M. Yoreh De'ah #113). He bases his opinion on the passage in 
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B. T. Yoma , 82 which says that one must teach one's children to fast on Yom 

Klppur. The gemara explains that this refers to daughters also. From this, Resh 

Laklsh explains that one must teach one's daughters to believe In Gd and Gd's 

Torah. and to observe the negative commandments. For Rabbi Feinstein, this is 

clear justification for educating girls in Jewish study. However, we see over and 

over again that the oblig\tion for girls to study is much less compelling than is the 

obligation for boys, as evidenced by the scheduling of Judaica for boys in the 

morning, when they are fresh and more alert , whereas girls can study Judaica in 

the afternoon. 

THE REFORM MOVEMENT 

We must now look briefly at the views of the Reform movement in light of 

the standards set forth by the Talmud and Maimonides and addressed by the 

traditional Jewish world. While we may not like the authoritarian aspects found in 

the tfaditional world view, it can be said that they provide at least a minimal basic 

standard for areas such as Jewish education. The Refo.{!!) movement, over the 

rast decade, has been developing a curriculum which is designed to create such 

standards in the liberal Jewish world as well. The William and Frances SchtJster 

Curriculum posits ten (10) GOALS OF REFORM JEWISH EDUCATION which . 
describe the ideal for adult Jewish behavior. These goals include synagogue 

participation, holiday and life cycle observance, social justice, Hebrew. the 

performance of mitzvot, prayer and commitment to Israel. It Is the expectation of 

the Reform movement that congregations will voluntarily ladopt these guidelines 

and implement them so as to create an informed and active lefty within the liberal 

Jewish world. 

Having said that , it must be noted that there are no clear expectations for 

teachers in the liberal Religious School. Dr. Kerry Olitzky. writing ln Jewish 

Education, describes his ideal for the liberal Jewish teacher of the future. He sees 
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the teacher as a role model of Jewish life, much as both RaMBaM and Rabbi 

Feinstein did (see above, chapters 2 and 4). For Dr. Olitzky, the teacher, In either 

·the day or supplementary school, would be a spiritual leader, one who would 

enable the s1udent to encounter Gd wi!hin the Religious School setting. To 

achieve this goal, he proposes a new method of teacher traihlng and recruit~ent. 

Teachers In this system would spend time developing their own relationship with . 
the Divin!3 and a working vocab,ulary of "Interpretative concepts aod Ideas so that 

they can be opened up to the sacred in their lives."' 

In addition, teachers would mentor less experienced teachers, much like 

the master teacher programs of the present. The goal of the mentoring program 

would be to help new tE!aChers In their own spiritual growth and to enable them to 

help their students grow religiously. The third aspect of his proposal would be to 

take Jewish education out of the classroom and provide students with 

oppo91unitles to find inspiration and holy encounter in the world aroundthem. 

This proposal Is not unique, having been posited many times before. 

Implementation of such programs h'as been seen in the summer camping 

program of the Reform movement and in the summer school program of Temi:ste 

Sinai of Denver, CO. It is, however, a very different view of Jewish education than 

the one posited by RaMBa~ in the Mlshneh Torah. 

In summary, we may say that the liberal Jewi~h community does not have 

the broad-based commuhal standard for the ideals of Jewish education which we 

see, at least ~s a goal, within the tradJional community. While the goals do exist 

in the Reform movement, they ~rimarily espoused on the national level and 

have yet to reach the broader constituency. 

• 
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CHAPTER 5 

In conclusion, we need to apply the ~aterial analyzed~o our modern 

world, see how reflective it is of the present situation in education and what should 

be retained or reinstituted from traditional Jewish education into future 

ed~~ational systems. 

In comparing RaMBaM's view of Jewish education to that of the Talmudic 

~ , tradition, we see that the two are highly reflective of one another. As was stated in 

the summation of Chapter 3,_!!l..which RaMBaM was compared to the Talmudic 

sources, we found that there was a strong correlation between the two. In most . . 
Instances, RaMBaM clearly derived his halachot from Talmud. In several cases, 

when he '1as clearly not basing hllchot Talmud Torah on traditional Talmudic 

sources, he was basing them on passages from Tosefta or mldrashlc sources 

(Sifrei for example). Consequently, it wduld be appropriate to conclude that 

RaMBaM was not creating a new set of guidelines for Jewish study as much as he 

was reorganizing the existing guidelines into a more readily accessible form, 

something which we have learnE?d about codes in general. 

In my opinion, there are many basic educational values which we can find 

espoused in the traditional sources that we would be well advised to either 

reinstitute or maintain in our modern society. Most importantly, the no"° on of a 

consistent curriculum either nationally or internationally would be of tremendous 

assistance in our mobile society. One example of the value of a consistent 

curriculum can be found when dealing witti children who have moved, often 

several times, due to parental transfers. With a consistent curriculum, these 

children wopld have less difficulty integrating into the new religious schools as 

they arriv~metimes in mid-semester. 
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Another traditional value whi9h I would like to see encouraged is the ideal 

of life-long Jewish education. All 1oo often we hear Judaism being derided as 

child-oriented. I believe that it is unfortunate that many of our students, especially 

the brightest and most capable, conclude their formal Jewish education i.yith 

Bar/ Bat Mitzvah. These youngsters leave the religrous school with an elementary 

school understanding of Jewish philosophy, thought and practice. If they, and 

those like them of the previous generation, could be shown the depth and beauty 

of Judaism, they might find that it does indeed have something to keep them 

interested In throughout their lives. 

One of the way_s in which we might be able to foster such loyalty is through 

the messages we sarid out regarding the value ptaceq on Individual ability. The 

tradition valued ability, as we have seen by the injunction to advance an especially 

brj ght chlld's education, even over that of his father. In today's soc~ty. the 

message most often sent by the schools and received by our students is that 

mediocrity is accepted and, possibly, even expected. Rather than this being our 

message. we should be encouraging the inquisitive nature of young children, 

applauding the achievements of our adolescents and encouraging all students to 

work to their highest poiential. 

The academic standards which we saw expressed in the tradition: seeking 

out the best teachers, uniform entry age and base of information, competition 

between teachers to encourage excellence, and the concern ~at all students 

understand and master the material, should all be part of the picture of Jewish 

education today. These values can serve to strengthen both the academics and ., 
the potential achievements of the Jearners ... The ls'su~:rof t!le best teachers was 

"• 

addressed by Or. Kerry Olitz,ky (see chapter 4), who suggested that seeking out 

the ,best candidates for teaching positions in our religious schools will tlelp 

st~ts to best experience Judaism through their education. 
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Competition amongst teachers may not be realistic for the religious school 

setting, where it is often difficult to find teachers of any ability and training level to 

fill the avallable spots. However, with the rise of liberal day schools, In these 

settings, at least, this may be an appropriate goal. 

Haying a uniform base of information with which students enter formal 

educational settings would make the teacher's job more accomplishable. In 

today's religious school, we have children who are comfortable and familiar with 

basic Jewish holiday observance in the same classes as students who may not 

know the difference between Jewish and non-Jewish (secular or religious) 

holidays. A wide varlaiion In entry-level knowledge can become an Impediment to 

classroom progress and communication. Furthermore, our children are exposed 

... . 

to a variety of slogans and jingles, especially in the advertising media. They can ~ 

leJrn Jewish slogans as easily as advertising jingles, with the added benefit that . 
the slogans will not change as products do, but will remain valid and true 

throughout their lives. 

The teacher as role model Is a repeated Ideal throughout the traditional 

sources. In our modern world, among the non-orthodox, It has become a 

forgotten value. As posited b.y Olitzky, returning to this position would only serve 

to strengthen the per~eption of the teacher as a professional and would do much 

to increase the respect and status of the teacher. This in tu rt would be a return to 

the tradition, in which teaching was s~en as an honored and respectable 

undertaking For our students to be able to see teachers living out the actions 

that they have discussed in class, performing the mltzvot or observing the 

holidays, makes a strong statement as to the validity of Jewish llfe and behavior. 

Within the tradition, teachers were supposed to be equally accessible' to all 

students during·lessons. 'This can be expanded In our time to encourage 

tea~s to be accessible to students even during non-teaching hours. 
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Youngsters today need as many adult role models and confidants as they can 

have access to as an aid in avoiding the pitfalls. such as drugs and promiscuous 

behavior, of an open society. 

The tradition posits the equal significanee of all people. in this case, 

students and teachers alike. This is an Important message for .students to learn, 

especially in our "throw-away· society, where age and experience are not valued. 

Teaching students by example that they are important helps them to know that 

they are valued as human beings, which can give them extra emotional support in 

our difficult times. 

A final value relatlng to teachers is the need for them to have the patience 

to deal with all types of students. I believe that it Is almost an axiom that teachers, 

now as well as in the past, need an extra level of patience for the proper execution 

of their task. We saw this value also expressed by Olitzky in his goals for the 

teacher in the
1
modern Reform Jewish school. Greater understanding of different 

learning styles, learning disabilities, and a variety of approaches to teaching also 

must be part of the teacher's skills In order to deal with all students appropriately 

and well. 

The traditional expression of concern for students was expressed by the 

limitation on the distance that one could take a child In orcler to take advantage of 

the best teacher available {i.e .. not to another town or across a river without the 

benefit of a strong bridge). Today, one could misinterpret this ooncerrrs a 

statement against busing children to school for other reasons than parental 

choice. Instead, I would like to view this as another expression of concern for the 

individual. a concern for a student's physical and emotional welfare, a value which 

we can certainly use more of in our modern world. 

There are also traditioral values which I believe we are better off no longer 
f 

emulating. First, and most important of all , is thP. emphasis on only male literacy. - \ 
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""" I believe that we have made the correct choice In Including women In the 

educational process. It is clear from the Response of Rabbi FeinS1eln that the 

traditional world also believes that universal education, for males and females, Is 

of value, as seen by the number of his Response that deal with Issues concerning 

segregation of the sexes and the education of girls. 1 find this ·second~class~ 

approach to female students and teachers (women teachers get paid less than 

men teachers) discriminatory and unjust. We can not afford to ignore one half of 

the Jewish world if we want to keep our young people affiliated and Involved. In 

today's world, where many women are supporting households, and perform the 

same work as men, there is no acceptable reason to treat them as less than 

equal. This is one aspea of the tradition that I am pleased has been supplanted 

Another aspect of traditional education which I t5elleve that we are better off 

without is the discipline method described in both the Talmud and the Mlshneh 

Toiah . Discipline can be maintained without hitting children, and i1 is the 

commonly held today that hitting children only teaches them that power and 

strength can be used to subvert justice. We no longer believe that "might makes 

right" and the use of corporal punishment only fosters this Incorrect assumption. 

While it may have been a noble idea that teachers should teach for the love 

of transmitting their knowledge to the next generation, we can see from the 

attention paid to the payment of teachers, In the Talmud and the Mishneh Torah , 

that this ideal did not function in the real world, even at that time. This was one 
'• 

ideal that never seemed to take hold, for good reason, Teachers cannot give 

adequate attention to their students if they are also concerned with providing for 

their families, so it became important to compensate them for their time, which 

would have otherwise be spent in earning a living. Therefore, it is high time that 

the Jewish community, perhaps even the Federations, consider how to make 

Jewish teaching a decently paid profession. 

-



In our open society, it is not possible to place a community under a ban, 

even if there are good reasons to do so. Therefore, the ideal of placing a town 

that has no teachers of small children under a ban could not be upheld, even if it 

were to be invoked in our time. However. with the emphasis on education that 

exists in our society, there are few places in which there are no schools, or no 

access to schools. 
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With the shortage of good teachers that we have today, It would be 

unfortunate to maintain the restriction against unmarried men or women teaching. 

Even though the motivation, to avoid placing single people in tempting situations, 

may have been an honorable one, it assumes the worst of people and not the 

best. Generally, we like to assume the best of people, and removing restrictions 

on who can be a teacher allows us to do this, while getting the ·advantage of the 

entire pool of available potential teachers. 
I 

The concern in Talmudic times was clearly for Judaic study, with no regard 

for the secular world. By RaMBaM's time, although he placed secular study in 

another category within the Mtshneh Torah , he did include it as part of the 
_,,,. 

knowledge required of the total scholar. Today, we know that secular study is at 

least as important as Judaic study. Even the traditional world acknowledges this 

importance by its concern for the amount of time spent in secular versus Judaic 

subject matter in the day school. Just by teaching secular subjects 1n the 

traditional day school, 1t is clear that there has been a major change in thinking 1n 

this regard. We see it 1n the Response of Rabbi Feinstein as well . In two ways. 

Fir$t, he addresses the question in his discussions of evolution and the use of 

texts written by non-observant Jews in the traditional day school setting. Second, 

he acknowledges that secular advances (such as medical technology) , even If 
I 

brought about by non-observant Jews. are utilized by all people. We ca:i infer 

that since he is willing to take advantage of anything which will help people to a 

\ -
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better life, regardless of Its origin, he accepts the need for secular knowledge to 

allow for them to occur in the first place. 
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Finally, I think that the system of asking questions Within a hierarchical 

framework is too highly structured, especially for our world today. It may have 

been useful for the Talmudic world, however, it no longer seems to have validity, 

as young people no longer respond in a positive manner to a highly structured, or 

disciplined approach, especially in school settings. On a more personal level. It 

goes against the egalitarian and autonomous values which I hold as a Reform 

Jew. 

The Reform movement, through the William and Frances Scnuster 

Curriculum, has attempted to address so1ne of the same concerns that we see in 

the traditional world. The curriculum is designed so that students in all locations 

that are utilizing the curriculum will have similar knowledge and experience bases. 
J 

The ten goals of Aef orm Jewish education are an attempt at creating a "universal" 

Jewish curriculum. 

Lile-long Jewish education is a clearly expressed goal of the Schuster 

curriculum. It is the hope of the creators of the curriculum that students who 

participate in it will ultimately become committed to llfe·long Jewish education. 

The curriculum recognizes the fact that Jewish education is not just a pedir1tric 

endeavor, but t11e responsibility of each and every Jew. 

The Schuster curriculum, by being experientially oriented, encourages 

youngsters to achieve on the level of whlch they are capable, not the average 

level found in the classroom. Th!s is a modern expression of the value of 

achievement which we saw in the Talmud and the Mishneh Torah . Additionally, 

this model of education does not place the child who has little or no entry level 
I 

knowledge of Judaism at a disadvantage. All students are equalized at the 

\ --
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beginning, and it is up to the individual to achieve as much as he or she is willing 

and able to achieve. 
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So we can see that for all facets of the modern, American Jewish world, the 

traditional view of Talmud Torah and the values expressed within it have 

continuing validity, expression and worth. 

I 
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APPENDIX A 

The MISHNEH TORAH 

Halachot used in the preparation of this thesis 

I 
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l'rwu17 'Ylw'I 'Ill -no..,,.,.., 0.,,,, "I\'! T"IT'ltn 'l'ID')I 

• •• •·:a 'l'I n•u11:i .,.... Jl"1m IU'TllXI rrnn:i 
,......, n'll'n ':Mr'JD ~ ...,.., un"r .,., in:i-cr:i 

D""lt 1';'11J VIOl.._ rn::itm "'llP lDI., 0. 1"11'1' 'Ill' 
:iu1 w'I m CIRD9' en~ "J)I tan nmTI a-'rm 
11'1 l""WO CM'TI O'TWn D"'m:I., ha ,aO,•a 

""'" 'rln "TlD.,., ltlD 'ICM)-c:J lml ,.,,.,., 'n 'I'm., 
m;i "ml tn\M""' n•n IUTm., ,.1.., ~ • ., 
nu:tn ntnl 11""'1711 UllTl7 1701'" ""° 'r.I m., 'r"l'n 
10111 ')17l)ll , 'nn 'TIO.,., Cl 1'1\l/'O llll'I ,l:Mlill 

nrr re "'Iii 'l mJ."l '\i>'7 ,~. 'nn.i "T'0:)'1 '"' 
il:l'1)1 ;T'llM Tl:)0, 'lo:a., ,.,.1\1\., ;ir 'r:i~:i .,I'll 

nx;i "UI .,,,. ,., "Cir JOI ,Ir!) nt"IQ 'nn.'I "'Tlt>'1 
:a;nn Mii Dll 'rln "TIO.,., fOI 'Vlt' 'f'"IW 101 

lnV\l 'run.i O, 1"17 • ., :II rn 1'roin ,Ol"IOM'1 

i17DI •11 1rnn Ill a:in :rzi'1n Ill;' n,.;i., ,.,.Din 
tnlN:> 1'n\1l-ir:a:i nl'roirn n~·m 11)111 n'r11:1 

O'llll1 /100 :mo T'I' ~11\.,., Mn\ .'nnn 'TIO.,., 

~ 0'111'1T.) 'rln ..fts'r.i "ll.) ;>D,n"7 "'11\lft! 'll~O 
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n•-:i "llPa "l'J l'IT'IO "l'IJlt lf'r ~ i7e :1li1 
rm!Vl mu "P,,., ,.,, ~ fWC N.--aN> 

J'l'lllDn., :a 'IO °" ~ .,., .n-.n ,,,.,.., 1117\ln 

nu:a'1l novoo n.m :i;ir n-:i.i rcr"1T.7 0"1\1 1D~m 
tnm Dll'I !i'PC!Jfll).i r:i TTT'l nn11 ,"ll'lll cnpzu 

1nzm' Cl'IPDl!l u:i• ~ wao l07r ll"l.i nl'ltl'1 

OJ O"'I' mmi '1ro O'lj>o in.'11> :U"V m-• 
O'lll'l)l u:i"lr.ID n""' ra ,,, m ~ :ipr 1't':l.i n• 

·D 111~ r aa ,..,,. 

IM tMXln nrTI rmn.i llTQ "n'Dl l:ll:"D iU:t 
n:i.,,. ll1Zlll1 Cl'IPDl l07r n~ nu:a., "TICICO 

u-10"'1 O"C'TIPn m"ll'T:l m ,,.,, Dll 'Ill a-'fl rmn 
n,.,,ll O"l't\ ntO 1:::1•1 an"'"NMZ> '1111' l)'llT't) 

"In~ ln'Cltlll 'Ill C"'TIO'lt "111":1:> m U>m a'717 rm 
IU IW 'l"CIC1' "7 'l1V> lll:l m 'l'l':TI! IDl:I?> 1nm 

uni .,, t:a"'I •10'1 r:itn-;"t D"l'l:l.,n .,., m 11 ... '" 

"""""' ,.,., mallZ)l 1n1Dft!'l cmc '1:r iiio> n'l"V 
~ T"I' ..,.,, in•11 nnvn 'r,ln'I nmi'> :11 'r:ii:i:i 
..,IO'ICD l":lll o-:i.in"I ~ 1::1"1 ,r"T.I POC m<a 
m 'QT.I T'll" '!'dt ll'fa'> ,., ......, ""'°" )"" l'llr'l 
~1 mVIO l'Ql'l!Qll ln>n' 1'11'1m 'llD ~l,,m 
YlnD m 'Tl'T:I • •:11 ,...,.., f/10 nlll't 'T.l :ll'Ol 

rrrm::1 'r.i:a m 11'1'1'17 l'IVU.'I n'OM' '!ta:) l""'Cl\l :i 

ln'Yl l' "U'I .,,, "'l<'I IU"'Z."I '7e 'lllO """' """' "7 
l.,ll O'.l'lJ'l lr'l'1?>\ nUOP'I O'ltiPO, 'Ill "111'/C 

.0'"111 'n 1'1'11l71)l 'rre::r 

n-?.:I 
,..... llU ,, • .,..,,, l'lm """" 

llWI G)' roo'rl! ... n'r1'111 •'lnlo ~ 

P'J'O"ll ~1" noT -no• r:r "UT.2 run 
WI "Tl)'I m C"'n)'tM aw °" ~,i,;. 

trO'I) ftftl O'lnn /l'll:JVZ) rl' "'" ,H"IT' 

CIR m>ICD m llb 'WOii 'll"O 1\l'fl.'I :llD 

m- IQ on CM'l).,M 'l1Z) Qll IMVtll 'Tm aa 

""' l!:l'IJ"l'I 'Wm n"'m'i ' 11"1' Mll:l':I nnn 'rln 
IM 'l1'1l ~ 'llO 'l\l., -e1., t>'r ,'ISP 

wm T'ID'r mn ;.~ Wl'IVID'I '" Cit> "'ll)l't 

~ ....,., ID"IMI •itin nn11111 nM n•1u-n l'r.l'l7' 
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IU"'mi! '?'D '-.o 'l'\l'I 'Cl'r;r Cl"T!O'ttlll NC 't'POll'I 
'llnr ~ MD.,... IM:ll ar 'In' CMDt'I C11V 

UJ ""'" 11'1 "'It •'I "nO"lt nn m•1t IT'l1 1111 
ln1' I'• on~, .IM:>JJT ar in-:a 'l:)'l'Jo ,~1,. m 
CM'!>'ln l'D'l.i 'llDl'!llr m itlnl' 'VUID -no. D17n 

"nO"lt ict'I ~"""er rtiwn1!:>'1 ~ ln.'11' hD.11 

.nM1'7 "a1ll " 1.l'1w 0·:11 '"l'\l':' b~I 
,'l"l'P"lll l)'UI:! "' n-T> •u.,, 

'r"Oll1l"D ,,ll11:) 

l1'"rl 

'l'"'nin .,... n .. ,., .. 

.a•O"'ni ooi"lD 1m:>v Y"'ol'l'U> 1• rn.i .,..,. )'"fn 

'n?n-:i 'I'm-;~ l'ID:I n-°"" ITl'7 'Im 'U, N.'i 
..,, Dl nu"t"n "T'O'ln::i irnnn Tl)'I r1r 

o• cin \l:i 111t Tll)'l\I niU1oi 'TV)) n11m IO'll'=' 1-rm 
:t?ll"' ml., ,,.,,, r1• '1'::1'1 JrnM ».., .,, ,,..,, 
i:-c11 •ir.i Cl"l1vi11:n 0•11~i u•nui1 111•1to.i '1:­
o•:-.i .,, 'n-11 ,;IDIPl ll'P::I w'l'I """" •'n-11'> 'Ill 
ln\I\ •1::1 ::11i i::111 n~n im t,,pn11 ,:>-po10m 

'"'" ""1::1 iuo-'1 'nm "'11)1•'1 ,-,,::i n1'':7 nt•11 O""'ll!l1'1 
Tll)'>n n'> i::ioll':' 'o:I n tnDl'I i,,i, lrnM 'J., J"' 
n1::1•:7' •:::11i.i Ot'l'n'l::l'V:I O""ll)'I~ 'ni1 Pl)1'1 !l'n 

n•in)'> 'nu n1:11 in.,, .n~ •'n'u 
wt,, o.,111::lll'1 ;i1n'> ""1::1 n-v1::1 r ni:i m1 
'1'1'11 io TIO'r:i •D'> 'TU) 'lo o-o ... 111•\I 11111 l"lftl.i 
Cl"DT.'I ~ •o'> 111 o-:::n i,, 0'?1 ~ :T:'r.i 1l'l::I 

in.i i;o11 '"11::1) 'l;i cro,.. ., '\17' -ui ni 'bln 'nJ 
n:i•C" i,, •nn'> '1::111 .'IO' n O'O~ 1i10 ,,,,. 

::110 ,,, n1•11:1 t>""\11 nn •0::1 croio nln'> n'I 117' 

'>l11 ..llO •11'"11 o•n:i 'Ill n:i•':J" ,,, D1J '!nn:r Cir' 

111:-Pn'> i•is :n:> i:ii ., ii11 runi •1•11 m ::l"ft'I 

.,,, :l':l';o n•'VU nnni ,'DP 11ru1 ntll)~ 

» ., """'"', :11::1 1•11 •nn'> "''""" 'it, o•on1~ 
n1•11 11\D'IOJn '1::111 TOOO:"l'I P'IOll '\l, in.i DlO'\D 

nit'> n'nlm m:i ni•n'> :r 11 1111 11 nl'l':>llo'I n1:1•::1• 
JT'l'\t\11 'r.J ,,,..,.., 
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ln'IZ>''nrl Vil' 1..,,.m IU"'ll:liTI ,,_.,..,., r:!""-"'=' 
IU"WT'I (O~O'I l -.00 •n:i'I 'Cl 'r t"IT''le I'"' 'O)D 

,, '"""' .,...,, nD:) .om11 n"CnM '1:> °" """ 
1"'lD ,,, • .,, .,,, • .w ~.,.,,,. • ., inm ,11>;> 11>1'> 

1rn. ~ n m:MJ ,.. 'na ,p U"nr ""1 

.mn 'rr:l'>n ~ ,...., m • ..,, lnVI Tl 'lit 

IM'n'I ~ nnni;m nu'r::I "ll)t'rt :mn 1::1 i,, m1 
IM'l7 o"1n IT\7J11' 'min 1n111., TTM u'> '>11 
t'rmr11 nu•r:n IT'M '1tl1'> 'I:> .,,, '1m ::11•n 

01t11 annn CM>':' , ..,., mn""' :rlVI •'ml n,.n; 
. 'nnr 'nl;> 'r.>\I rn:no rn 

1""IO'IJI ,.., 1r;>nl71' '1111' °'" in., '1:1i 'IW 

n""'"1 n'M ~"n t'11t'I • ., "'" ;.,,,. '>'r.>'I m 
-ma 'r.i '11'1l 11'::1"1.1' •u1 '"'" •u'1 YtOltll -u, n't 
nunvYO m'rz)rrn !bin ;m'n lnVI!) 'rnnn'I \11!1• 
-W l'IOJ"IO l'lJ ~T.11 .'nn 9Wl'1'1 imtl "Tl?'m 

nn Vin' 0"010 llT'a 'Jl'l!)lf:' l1D 'lDTm:I .,,. = n•UJU IUl'ao 'CO' .o-'IM ~ '1:1n:ni crr.n 
:mrl> ~ D'n>l'i'n'n ~ '1m 111u m 1•• a:::1•11 

ll"IV\l M~ U'Un' ""'" • .,'lit lh;i 1n1M iic'I 
.n1'"211 'r.):i 'l'llll 'J!lJ .,,, Q)t Clll'\) 

» 'lO'O 

"'Tm''> 'lD'> ipu'> tr'npn .,,Pl'., rmip:i 
io'ru• r l:i:i "'" 'Tm''> Ti2''"' , '1\nn 

rT'9 "'Tm'"" 

~WM l., n-n 
1'90 ~ l •rnn ~ .,, .,.,., .,...,. >"Yi:! 

~·lnlO "'Ull ~ lr"'Cl"'1w ~ 
aro111ia:i n1,,,.nn ,,..,,,, """' "C'1) ru.i 
'l'O ~ V::l.l lt'C"rlU Tm'r ~ "TID'1w 
CUC i1D:I!> rn:>'C i::ii !n.'11' T.1'> 'l 1111..,,.., ,'rm 

:u.i .o'1'f)'ln.i 'nJ dM'mn D'TCl'm n'mn ou'I 
V""'> WI ·r~ -no'I nnMJ ,.,. nu"'lll.:l Ymr::i 
...,,, ~ .,,,, "Tl)'; T'ID'r l\'Q"l"'::I Ql Dll1 , ,.,,.,, 

"'TW:>"7 Q)0.'1) IQ Tit ""'"' C1' .C'l.il) Dl m ff'f'I' .,.,.. °"" ?r IC'lll'W :nwn """ '\:Ii Oil .,,,, 
INn ._, t-n IM t'1-o o'nrn OT'P mt 'Mir 
'm1 ui p.,, ,Vl"M.n 'l'Q lln)l.i rlml:I ~ 
m :tn1cr il':INW n-..m 111"'1 ~ nn i m 

'>:lo o-'m>.11 t"l1 0"1Wl'I t"l ll'Q"V\'1 '1:>l nwn>., 
~_,; Vllr::I V'J in ~ .. Ill) 1M "> 'rlt 'r1 

.re .,,,:ur lnV\1 ::lll:>:llJ tmn 17'1;' "'Tl)'I TID'l'I IM 

"Tl)., ca D"'ll:l1'> llZ)t"Ot nl''IDll •im 'Ill:\ ')cio'r.J i • 
. .ni 

'1vt "TI:>., 'TC'l'I '\ll'IO c:m 11~ tr.i7n i:n::11 

m ""v.a 1·n ,'ll"TP "'TID'>'> 'l'OU1' n::i7'11 t'nl 
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I'll).~ nllt:> 1:r-miro nn noo'l.T> IT'n !>Mm ,.., 
"l'l.~O 'T\f 'n1 1'n1V1 "111• ni:lo"CU \41 1'nlln W• 

1'r.>1111 •" m 1Ul'1 n..1Jne, IC!'I noo'l.i ca 111m1 m1e11 
t:n"IT> 1'~ :ie,» "'13,., •tn;r.i 'r.>• ,ogi ~lY 
1n;n U'"«l• m:i.i io•ll':':I .;.. D'V1lt V'M a:.i 
....,rn .,...., T.7111C'P mi p., , •in;i• ""::iooa1 ro'nm 

.1., amne, ~ 1:r-.r>• •" "IDIU "1~':7 rm V'CD 
in.i ll'f'., 'l"'\li ~ ~, n.., -o'IO 1:1'1&' 
• ., •2trn .,_,, N• IT':ll)Olfl roe,n:i "ICIU1' 1n"ll'll'I 
,.lD, r4'D 111"9 I'm .-.0 IM ~ 'n'I 1' llV7 

•"O"N'I 'na lf't "Q 'n'I 'na ,..,., irvr. rai 
l'I) .ntl UDDD nr "'G\., 'I'• 'l:IU Ill IO"iiv ,.,., 

¥'\),., w!t .,,,, " ""' ...,, r4'D '"',, ~" 
P'l 'l""D, '1'un ... .-.ii 'n:> IC''I """' n'n.P 
inp:i n'01'IO "'"1M no~l'ID lnV\J, N'N .,, 

,, nn ...,, ... P"'Yl cmn ~;'I /Tim) 'WCD't 

l'ID i:m ~n l!1'RD :iw'> .,.,.,,, llln "Q .,,., 

I'll) ..,, ~1 ....Cr.I )\1\)., ,..., "~ """ 

Ml, ,.lD, Nl> WrT' .~ .., 011 "'" m 
"•"'""" ,,.,,,, u•• n"»mP ra" 17-m 1:1'1 .:wr'> 
"'1)1., 1"fl'"O'll l)'I\ /ff1'I ..,, ,. • ., lr'l."I )"lnV cnr'Tl' 

omi !W'Ha "* ..,, ll"'C"D no.,.2 a.T> nn 'l'I 'VII\..,.., 

Cl':l'VI CMJ"'l'ft •llD ~ ,'U''nalw ~ '"1 ~n 
r• ,..'" )I0"1'l.i u., IWl"l 1M1tlnn 'l'1D "'"' 

.rrl'ID) .,...., 

c·nv IT''1n'> :in:i:i11 rmn r:i p"'1e, Q'IPO 1"I 

'nn1>" l)"'ftl\l ,.,,,., ~ '" :i.1'»1' """' .an.i 
Cl'UM -:al 'Jor imn.i NI lW'> 1"\11'> lOUlr.I 

mU)'i n• ,,-nr f"IM 'n1' "1) ~ D"r.lr.i ""°' C11n .l.., Ir'> 'l"I l'IO'IO) 1J'"nllO) MUI T'IO°rl 
,"IO'lll ~ 'U, "' 1"11 .,,, :in>)" ln\11 'Ill .,.,,,.,., 

'r:i~ "llO'll.'I e,, iut'> nni n.,._, m rrmJ "101'> 

p •;l!) u'> l'l":I .., -c1., n1D111.T1 no fll\N Ill" •'11' 
• .,.,. p'nJ .P llD'l •'> m:>n '1.1'> Ml on IT'IZll'>'> 

in m m11 a.i n:i""m ~,,., ITW\l "l\0'11111 io•'> 
"ll'D U"'flN1 'VllD "l:li lf1<'19 ).b.):10 tnVI .,, 

n'n1l IT'll"I 'nil ,,.., l0.021'> itll V\llU 'Vl':I 

!IMO o.T> .. ,. •'"' " mm'lw "'"D• .. ,, ic•'> 
,'N>'• 'l:li IT'•"r-' 'Ill U"flN NI 

D"'l:>V1 • • '> 'l"I nl~ 11·ro 11"17"\o-m ~, ii• 
ll'n ~ cnOD 'Vl\D ,..11\.,., "i:> 1"VI '!01'1:1 

\'1'11'rO D., ,..11\.,., :ni" •i:>>-,., 'rm :T""l"'l 

tn\11 1"12>"" :'11)1 1•> n11:i'I 1'> ll"ICO '!1>'1:1 1' 1.., 

""" ~TIVI 'nl).,., ..,., "1"1'> iui mi DI~ ni 
ll"D lil'O IQ'll'JI) ll"i'P"1 1'"' n;i;i:i ,.O::rt 'I" 
:i.., , . , ,.., 'Ii) nW'l;!O '2;") n'l:ll'l 'OU\., .. ,, 

m 111;i:i (l'IP"I .,-, , . , t>"P 'li1 m 'D"l 1t'> 
:>•• c:rzi11 1n1'> ""''i, "1D1oi e,i,;, :r:i moli m•n1 

JT'IK"' ic•'n m'> :>"1111'1 "'"" :M"l" .,,..., """, 
i•'\I KiTI MOM a•tr1."1D 'r.i U"Tl7 "ll'U IG'I O"!) 
.,,, a.io ,.,.., ,.,, :>• in n~ 'm ,.i,, 'iopi, 
)1171'1"1:1 in• -ui 'l:>;n> lt':I •'r.i "1:7Dlt :'17""1" 11'1l 

"'m :11 .,, :i'>:ip 1:11\0:I "'""' rin ,-20'> ~ .,, '°' TtD'>'> rici a-u•• , Vll'\l ~t>:>n':7 1"'17 
ne '\In' 1>-m' ,:T'nm> • "'° 'i?) :1"'1::> :n\11., 

•11nt7l 

.,-'nin :Ill r:inm n·• 
~ .,.,,. '\-VOO )"l'l'\l'I .,...,. :>-W . 

.a-v'r. 
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T""IO'm r• • .., i... 'l"I m •w "DI! ,. in r-m ru., 
.i, \'Nrl/1 •'> Cl'l'O'IO.~ '\IUIZI Q""OJi, n.., 
,.crMO'I "0""9 rm:>nll 1"l1U llnl'lf 'I'll> u., "" 

.m 1"'"011) r• t"'.,; j7""1Z)ll a-vvm •"l'Tl ~ 
0111 ~' nrmn 'Tl0'1 oro ""'.,,,, rir>'>o r• "IDit? 
r• crcn ~ "IDll 'Oil ., 11m wm .U'Ul) ioe,> 
Qll Cl"'\2, mrDl'I u V'1' "1:1'> •'>• IT"IVI "'\110 f"'\011) 
1n111 "'\l\C:I '°"" p'>w D--on n.., f"'IO'IZ> 1"• tr'l)"D 

'''Mii •:ra 'nD D'J"'l:I .. ,, .D'l)m nmo pi IM 

.,.,, n\l\DOUll nl'lmll n'l':I mun IT'\\M p'1fo Oii 

D'l'r.> "IOIU a'n IQ"ll ...,., nf'WI ""'2" O"TID'mn 
1mn '"Ci '111 "P Jn mVI p'>ra ~ rnV'l.i "1'"11> 

11'111 m r- nnu 'Ill lf1lft' O""Ofi, '11Cll'J'1 TIDll1' 

..,.., SlU m1' CM'n.i 'Ill WI Ina nmD.il ~ 
'II" IQ"1:1:1 n'\l*l'l' 'C:> 'r"l:'I DD 'n• C1'J., "V'W 

17"11 '>~ ,'\l\'11> D"t>nl a'n P":r.) D'?O'ID -.o:i 

1'111' '1:1'> 'Ill Q"li,l.."I nm!-n O"l!lP0."1 01 "MD., 
1U'T1 nu .,.~ ,,., 1:1 'n 1nn "' TCP'> .,.ire. 
f'll"> 1'> -,ooao n= nm r:I"' Jnl)l ""'217 ;'II) n'n 
f')""lllZ> '>lr"l:V- Ir,, ":> "11\M 'VII' r:i• fDIM '117DJ1 

'\n• .,,., 'ID.,., ,.,, cr>o?., 'I.Ill anou "" n·n 
·CM:11>n'>a.,.,, ""I> :i1r a·..,,io:i :i·,, ·"'" -oe, 
,D'l)rom n'mOll a.T7 "110D'1 r• nm ,, m, D'lln) 

1J"'11)!n UN \ll"\P :i-, lt"f ,, • ., 'Tl P":U ~ 'nll 

~, "l'lD'1 mm "1:11' o-o•'> mv1 if)~, :u'llt:I 

"110• 'It l&O"l'l~ ..,,, 11 llU'l'l C."1'> ,,.,, Clll'I ~ 
01 'l:llO :m a· v,1v» a'rl D'l"'t:I on c.,&, 'ID'1'1 tu 

,.,..,., "°"~m llll'n ", 

m111 "IZ)'m."I n1•w H'"IDIC"1 'OV\"I 1117&, 'nx 
.,1';ll 1111 r• ''VI ,1'"lli ,.).!), n:i11:i -u11 o~,., 

riz:i')I) l'll 01,,., ~ 'I'll D'i'Ol l \U Mii '1l' ft 

~i1•111:i i,'n "IDlU 11'r.7 "'IDl '> n"llUI 11"\l!>"D in.i """ 

'01" 11gi'> ,.,,~ 1:11\211:> r•w "11)1'1 T"ll 1::1 » "11111 

'\"OIC )"II'; "Oil '"I'\ n!>"Oo:I P ~ O.T.7 ll'lll 

t:>" 12'ln'DI U'11? •O,.l:I f"'IO'\O 1'11 ' 0"\l a.i Ql1' 

~~i, T'W , • ., f"'IO'ID r• "IU"111 n'lnr."ll IOi'l 
"0\1\.i V:>P . '011\:1 1111.,IC ' VI n•~ T'\ll'n ll'"V'l.i!>O 

DU "M) 'I Ql '"IO!r.' ll'lll ll" V\"lll:I ""l:ID a'> 
.,, l!Vil .,, • • i,'n croro '\Ul:l •'f:i 'Ill er>,," 
:Tn::I ll\o"l1' \.,'> IUD C1\0"l'U I'll :T';'I Ir'> Oii ' OVl<"I 

."11 .,,., p mP• •'n n•'f:i in.i 11gii,., n10n lllT1 

,:i;ire, 1'"1:ii ,.,v,, av:i .,.,, 'l)U .,", •~ 011 

~ .,11 :in:n TV''> v onin' ll m :NI mn 
~,.i, l""lli ,.).!) 1TW7 'l'no IC:I 111'1 '11):::1 In.TI 

p'l'T.'11' '\IU ,:wt :iwJ i,~;,o IQ."\ lll'n D"'CP') ll'n 

• .,, m IT':I :ii 1ni •inn l":o:ii lr\il:S >z>> 0"\100 



noci O''U:> 'lM ,...,,.,; 1"= 11'> 011 .l'ID"P'> 
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APPENDIXO 

The Ten Goals of Reform Jewistl Education 
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cmLS OF RERDf JBiISH FDOCATI{}l 

These Goals provide an ever-present forus for the ~/cc.AR curricular 
Chidelines : 

1) Jews who affinn their Jewish identity and bind themselves inseparably 
to their people by word and deed. 

2) Jews who bear witness to the brit (the covenant between God and the 
Jewish Pevple) through the practice of mitivot (ca1mancV,,,mts) as 
studied in Torah and the classic Jewish literature it has generated, 
and interpreted in light of historic developnent and conteqX>rary 
liberal thought. 

3) Jews 'fldlo affinn their historic bond to Erets Yisrael. the land of 
Israel. 

4) Jews who cherish and study Hebrew, the language of the Jewish 
People. 

5) Jews whp value and practice tefilah (prayer). 

6) Jews who further the causes of justice, freedan and peace by 
pursuing tsedek (righteousness)' mishpat (justice)' am chesed 
(loving deeds) . 

7) Jews who celebrate Shabbat and the festivals and observe the Jewish 
ceremonies marking the significant occasions in thei r lives. 

8) Jews who es teem their own person and the person of others; their 
own family and the family of others; their own camunity and 
the camunity of others. 

9) Jews who express kinship with K'lal Yisrael by actively seeking 
the welfare of Jews throughout the world. 

10) Jews who support and participate in the life of the synagogue. 

Each goal describes the ideal behavior that an ach.ll t Refonn Jew will 
achieve throughout a lifetime of Jewish exploration. These goals can­
not be completely fulfilled in one year, or even ten years of study. 
Rather, they are ongoing images for Jews to s trive for. 1be Jewish 
student will achieve the many aspects 0£ each goal at growing levels 
of sophistication as he or she matures and develops. 
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