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serve the national purposes, new roads should encourage
settlements and colonization. Merely.putﬁimg.a road on

a street where there are already houses was 3 matter of
comfort. It did not aid the development of new neighbor=
hoods. (3:59)

K was ever on guard against deifyingZionist
leadefs. When praising Nahman Syrkin at his deai&h9 he
warned first against beginning a cult of personaiity,
changing the man to an icon. He liked to see discussion
and criticism within the organizations wherein he worked.
wLess than anyone do I make light of oﬁx guarding peace
within the Histadrut...But this peéce does not serve to
promote activity. 1t does not strengthen or intensify the
movement, It rejects activity for passivity and postpohew
ment. We are paying a high price which isn't leading us
to the objective." (2:126) "The strength of the ﬂggiggggi
is in the way it lives in the consciousness of its members,
how it proclaims the faith aﬁd love and hopes of its
members, Withput stréngthening these attitudes and in-
tensifying life in Histadrut, we cannot hope to produce
good results from the coming convention. Questions of
Histadrut life should be brought out in the open to the
general public. Then it will be fully recognized that

the Histadrut is neither a conspiracy, a federation, nor

a coalition of parties, but the organization of labor Israel."™

(2:128)
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diaspora advising preparation for pioneering in the form of
learning the Hebrew language and preparing for physical
labor. He pointed out that the original period of an
immigrant was painful but if one learned a trade and was
used to hard labor, it was less painful, (1:56)

Pioneer immigration, immigration of labor, is
the Jewish unfolding of that productive power knownhas
revolutionary power. History, in an unknown way,'cﬁboses
its own reliable messengers to b:ing rapid and revolutionary
changes in the life of a people. History's will has been
done by those Jewish volunteers who were impelled by a
'love of freedom, of man, of their people, and of self~-
sacrifice for the future. There would not have been a
movement for national freedom or Socialism without them,
(L:113) All immigrants should be admitted. There is no
need to fear their ideas. They will acquire citizenship
and soén they will greet those who follow. (1:121) Every
new wave of immigration brings groups with new ideas,
who are estranged from those who came before them, (8:100)
"We are not closed to the Jewish world. We draw nourishment
from there....All work in Israel is propaganda for immigra=-
tion....It is impossible for us to prolong our‘activity in
Israel, if we do not attract immigration from abroad...and
it is impossible for a man to remain a Halutz for years

without immigrating." (2:23) (1923) "The essential task is
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clear == it is to cast a net for the men of the century."
(1:36)

When immigration was halted in 1921, K told how
immigrants at Jaffa were taken to Beyrouth, and Tripoli,
and Trieste. Their visas weTe cancelled under any pretekta
This was because the Zionist work had not been political
but diplomatic, a frequent cry with K. Political work
means organizing the people, creating actual power an
palestine as a basis for real statehood. (1:276,7) That
political Zionism which has a true understanding of mass
immigration, of gathe}ing the exiles, and of pqlitical
restoration, is the breath of the movement. Upon this
kind of Zionism grew ail the humane and social dreams, all
class enthusiasm, and all its creative power. (4:32)

Immigration is more important than Zionism.,
Israel doesn't need the worker abroad but the one who will
come to Israel; whatever he calls himself, Zionist or not,
idealist or naturalist..(1:15) And when the mandate for=
bids immigration, this is a harder blow than the nullifica-
tion of the Balfour Declaration. K will not acknowledge
any mandate which closes the gates to Aliyah., (1:271)

Generally, K praises each new Aliyah although at
times he appears to bera 1ittle disappointed. However, in
most of his writings, he is looking to the future and the

present piéneer is usually as good as that of the past. A
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few examples will illustrate this., "The illegal Alivah

of the Bilu and the second Aliyah, cannot exalt themselves

in the face of the Aliyah of our day." (9:75)

In 1926 he complained that people are not as
tough as they once were. "Surely we still remember the
days of crises, pogroms...much worse than now, During the
war (World War I) when the Yigshuv was weak and small, both
in numbers and equipment, there were bold men who ébok
action to save it. Why does this Yishuv now acquiesce
weakly without hope of salvationAexcept from abroad?" (3:13)

He also complains in 1927, "We must build a refuge
for ourselves in Israel on bare rock,..but the wave of the
immigrants who came here, was prostrated and sickly. They
were not builders of nations. There was little agricultural
creative power or talent for productive activity." (3:30)
But this is not a reflection on idealism, In 1926 someone
complains that formerly workers were idealistic by comparison
with the present situation. K recalls how unwilling both
urban and rural workers had been in the past, how A. D.
Gordon and his companions had been goads in Rehovot and
Petah Tikwah, and that there is really no basis for saying

that the idealism is less. (2:190)
In 1927 he wrote "We undertook to create
collective agriculture with the help of the very best men

we had, No aristocracy or oligarchy, closed the gates in the
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He wrote, "We @?nig know how to bring our word tq others
until we oursengg will live...the lot of the Jewish people
in the world, to its depth. Then we will know that this
lot cries out for solution in war and social upheaval,
and that there is no solution except the one which is
within us." (5:62) |

Tel Hai served Zionism more than many events which
were proclaimed as victories. No ohe saw the menwho fell at
Tel Hai as victors. But "world Jewry must know that Jews
are defending Zionism with their bodies." (9:94) This was
written in the Nazi periode His remarks on the Galut, here
too are telling.  He said that neither the people nor
democracy have a victory unless it frees itself completely
from the spirit'of being trampled upon. (9:123) The
realization of Zionism was not attested to in the humanistic
19th century but'in the brutal 20th century and one need
only adapt his work to the conditions of the time. The
adaptation had already begun, according to K. (9:65)

nyje are the lineal descendants of the Zealotss

Hagana, Hashomer." (6:221) "We inherited the faculty of
martyrdom and we are prepared to make the supreme sacrifice
for the existence of the people, the building bf the land,
and for the honor of our movement.," “Every Zionist defeat
is ephemeral, if the camp does not totter from within.

Stand fast! Cur day of celebration will yet come," (4:120)
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