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God, even if he saves the life of the sailors he doe.sn't do it at the expense of his destination

of defiance.

The sailors have very different ideas from Jonah. Regardless of the fact that Jonah

has acknowledged responsibility lor endangering them and has requested to be thrown

overboard, the sailors are still not convinced that killing an "innocent man" is the only way

out. "Despiæ the previous failure of technical efforts (Jon. 1:5), the sailors initial response

to Jonah's request, the logic of which is seemingly irrefutable, is to try to extricate

themselves from their stormy predicament through the technical means of their oars;"

"nevertheless, lhe men rowed hard to regain the shore, but they could not, for the sea was

growing more and more stormy about them." (Jon. 1: 13). Only when their rowing proves

futile, in the midst of an increasingly violent storm. do the sailors remorsefully give-in to

Jonah's command (Jon. l: 13, l5). Even still, before these sweet sailors do the dreadful act

of casting Jonah onto the waves, they cry out once more to God to let Him know, in no

uncertain terms, that they are obeying Him under protesu "They cried out to the Lord, 'Oh,

please, [.ord, do not let us perish on account of this man's life. Do not hold us guilty of

killing an innocent person. For You, O [.ord, by Your will, have brought this about" (Jon.

l:14). Citing a wonderfully comic midrash, Simon acknowledges that he is hardly the first

commentiator to be fascinated by the sailors' reticence to throw Jonah in the water. Seizing

on the seemingly superfluous verb wayis't, "they lifted him up," (Jon, l:15), aggadic

literature further develops the image of the sailors in agony over their obligation to take an

innocent life. The midrash transforms the complimentary actions of "lifting Jonah up and

casting him overboard" into the image of the sailors raising and lowering Jonah into and

out of the sea, in their hope that God will be fmled, or perhaps placated, if they simply dip

the prophet in deep enough.

They took him and placed him into the sea up to his knees, and the storm abated.

They lifted him back on board, and the sea became agitated against them. They

placed him back up to his neck, and the sea-storm abated. Once again they lifted
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