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FORENORD

Addph Jellinek was one 0f the most fascinating personalities of the nineteenth
century, and without a dissenting opinion, he was the foremost Jewish preachser
of modern times. This paper is primarily an appreciation of Jellinek the
Prediger. His printed sermons are precious treasures of great lesarning and
beauty, and I am exceedingly grateful to my teacher, Dr. DBettan, for the
opportﬁnity to acquaint myself with these masterpieces of a great tescher in

Israele.




I. SOiE BLOGRAPHIC NUR.4H, ANS COIGENIS

Adolph Jeilinek was born on June 26, 1821 in the village of wsrslowltz (Ungarish-

Brod). On his mother's side Jellinek was a descendant of the famous Halachlc

scholar, Sabbatal Cohen, author of /%L9 ”AEDQ known as the 73 L .
" His grandfather was 2nm ke , rabbi of Kitscs, a Tal-
1;’3 M///‘-/f

mudic celebrity and pllpulist, as can be seen from hls work,

a commentary on the 57 79) /7?4 . His father, Isaac, and mother,

Sarah, lived simply and were kuown for thelr w26 )34 and

nobility of character. &8 a child of five, he lost his mother and was taken to

' , :
~live with his grandmother, Rebecca Bal Phere is s story still current in J8 L~

linek's famlly that before little Adolph was born, his mother dresmed. that she
~would bring into the world a son destined to bacome a great llght in Lsrael, bub

that she berself would not 1ive to sec him grow up Into manhood. ‘Phe plous

grandmother found solace and comfort for the loss of her daughter in the loving

care for her grandchild. The boy was precocious and he made tremendous strides
in his studies, and at the age of eleven he successfully mastered his Palmudic
readings. Two years later the Bar-Mitzva boy was brought %0 Prossnitz and
jolned the yeshivah of Rabbl iioses Wannenfried. He then proceeded to Frague
where he Found employment as & tutor in the homs of an intelligent JeWw. Here,

his eager soul found congenial spirits.
Phe enlightenment fosteredvby the French Sucyclopedists and the

Germen humanists penetrated also into Jewish houses of studys the spirit of the

Biurist found an entry into the Bohemlan and Moravian ghettoes, It was there

that the seeds planted by lendelssohn found a fruitful soil, German culture

was eagerly absorbed by eager youth. ®There also the Kerem-Chemedlsts were

greeted by like harbingers of Spring —-- and a new edifice of Jlidishe

Wissenschaft was belng erected. Jéllinelk’s study years coincilded with this

new period. In the new atmosphere of a Moravian yeshivah, Jellinek garnered
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his xmowledge, not cunly of o % and Plf>°)ﬂb , Bible and Commen~

taries,dbut also a Homeric song, a Léssing drama, a Hehlller poem, glipped into
the Beth Hamidrash.

It was in this environment of Prague where the minds of Rabbi
Jgg@ﬁgkel Landau, Hersz Wigsels and Peter Beers held sway, where S. L. Rapaport
was selected for the rabbinate because of his famous historical blographiles, that
Jel linek was stimﬂlated, and he found the bpportgﬁity for scholafly research.
While tutoring in rrague, he also studied the subjects of the Gymnasium and
particuiarly the *new" langueges. Phe first fruits of his literary labors were
notes to the historical dictibnary of de Rossi and blographic sketches of Hebrew
authors. This book was later translated into German and publisbed by Hamberger
in Lelpzig (1859-46). |

In 1842 he came to lelpzig and after passing hls exsminat ions

of matriculation, he enrolled at the University, devoting himself to oriental,
philosoohical and historical studies, and giving much thought and effort to
rabbinical lore. Three years later he was é}ected to the pulpit of the commumity
aﬁa was soon acclaimed for his eloquence and learning. But outside Jews were
not fennitted to reside in Leipzig except in times of the Falr, and Jellinek.
enrolled égain in the University as a HOrer in order to obtain the right of
domicile. The Jewish community of the city proper was very small, and only at
the season of the Fair dld Jews from many lands come together within its wallse
The Saxon government pemitted considerable religlous freadoﬁ in thq pulpit, and
becausec of the interational character of his audiences, Jellinek's fame grew
rapidly and he was accorded recognition by the people, as well as the nobilitys
and even the klng, of Saxony, dufing & stay in Leipzig, was present iu the
synagogue t0 hear his sermon. Many intellectuals wéra attracted to_Leipzig and

there arose a new school for oriental studles. dJelliuek coopoerated eagerly and




enthusiastically in the founding and aevelopﬁent of this German—Orieﬁtal
soclety.

in the field of the Jildishe Wissenschaft, it was the Kabbalah
that attracted his spirit, and he studied it in a critical and sciemtific
maﬁner. His chief worls in that realw wera translation known as, "Phe Eab-
balah of the Religious Philosophkao%??ews by Prof. Adolf Frank, annotated}
ané extendad, " "iloses ben Shem éob dae Léon snd his attitude toward the sohar,?
"Befrége zur Geschichte der Kabbglah," "Auswéhl Kabbalistischer MysticH and
“Philobophie und Kabbalsh.,™

In.1846, hié Pirst sermﬁn, "Zahle dierTageyappeared in printe.
A little work "Elisha ben Abeya! written in 1847 Was influenced by Gubzkon's
njriel", and his brother, Hermann Jellinek, followed him by "Uriel Acostal's
Lebep and Lehre", Hermann was aroused to heated indignation by Gutzkon's
fictions about Uriel. Uriél was no lovelorn boy bhut & middle-aged philosopher,
who died, not for the loss of Judith, but a martyr to truth. Hermann Jellinek
in so many words saw hls own prototype in Acosta, and less than a year later
he shared his hero's tragle end; but under more dignified circumstances. What
the.historical Uriel Acosta lacked, Hermann Jellinek possessed iu over-measure,
-=the quality of determination. Hermann was revolutionary and took part in
the Viennese uprising of 1848, belng tWenﬁy—six;at the time. He was court-
martialled and sentenced to death, -His fiends made every effort to save him,
but he was relentless. WNothing could move him to preseant a conciliatory ffont
t0 the éuthorities, He would not redant. w3hoot me," he cried, "but ideas
cannot be shob.! They shot him. This event grastly influsnced his brother-

preacher, and as we shall note later, in his utterances about freedom, Jjustice

and government .

In the year 1851 he married Frgulein Rosalie Bettelheim, the




daﬁghter of the famous merchant, ilarkus Bettelheim. of Pest. Their marriage
was 8 happy and blessed one. hey had three sons and two damghters. At the
completion of ten years of his ministry in ieipzig, he was, at the age of
thirtyufour, célled to Viemna %o become the aSsistanf o Cherrabbiner Lre
Isaac Noah Manheimer. On the 6th o? Getover, 1855, he delivered his first
sernon in Viemma, "Jede Zelt Qg&vihien Mann und jedgr Mann selne Zelt." For
a time,'until the completion of the new Temple of the Leopoldstadi, Jellinek
alternatedlwith Manhéimer at the Synagogue of the Teitenstettengasse. For

ten years he occupled the pulpit of the Leopoldstadt Temple and .only after

. the desbh of Ire lMenheimer was he asked to come into the inner city.

Next to the‘Kabbalistic studies, it was the Midrashic literat-
ure which pérticularly iﬁtefes£ed him. He began to bulld up this work in 1853
and oocqéied himself with it until the year of 1878. He devpted a great deal
of minutgAstudy, especially to the small Midrashic books, and collected thasg
significant{ﬁidxashim from.manuséripts and rare prints, glving them sclentific
trestment and supplying them with notes. He nsmed them the " R yaan P,
There are ninaty;nine such items in the six voiumea Dublisheds Jeilinek was
thus one Of the first who resuscitated Jewlsh literature from the ashes of.
obscurity by meauns of remodeling, rearranging and redifying anclent classics
and unkaowa works of importance, bearing chieily ou the beauty of the Haggadahe
Pogether with Wilhelm Ritter Von Gubttmann, he foundew a House of Study xaown
as the n : Q,~4A57 NP ", and for many years during the winter months
Jéllinek 1e9tured on the Hidrash. In the four yoars between 1877 and 168l he

devoted himself chiefly to bibliographical works, which were later published
|0"7qu
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Several volumes of his notable sermons were also published. A full bibliom

in nine pamphlets by the mame of During these yeals,

grephy .0f Jollinek may be consultsd in Puerst's "Blbl. Jodemmpeve = JelHnekTs
g 2N ot |
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its errors and excesses.® And during a long life of teaching and preaching,

Jellinek cqnscientiously fulfilled these aims,

He counselled him who wished to become the hoad of a community
in an epoch of religious strife amidst the rejuvenating process of the new era
to ask himself candidly whether he posseﬁses the power to carry out his con~’
victions, Whether he has the courage to consider heresy to be everything that
1s not rusty of age, whethér he has the patience not to be carried away by
tﬁe cfy 0f the day; he should ask himself trirst whether he received all these
gifis from Erovidence.5 The.preécher mus t Ee a man who does not strive after
wealth and worldly power, bubt finds his greatest reward in his clear conscience
and in his worke He must make his ovm work all that is worth knowing; the
hiSLory and development of natlons and the conditions of nelghboring peoples,
in order to understand the tendencies of the age. He mﬁst be the speéking 30T
science4of Israel, the trumpgt of a just God, and denounce haughtiness, wicked-
ness,‘tyranny; and. hypocrisys he shall teach, counéel, demand, warn, chastise
with sharp words and baltle against all that ig false, bzse an@ evlil, agalnst
everything that weakens truth and undermines justice.6

Bpeaking of the gifficulties that confront the preacher, he
points out that Koheleth was tne preacherlpar excellance of Israel. IHe was
one "who could talk freely, without fear that authority would call him to
agcount ; or that today the rich and.tomorrow the poor, now the leaders and
again the rank and file, today the reacticvunarles, tomorrow the progresslves,
today the natives tomorrow the newcomers, would feel offended and what is

of greatest importance, he was one who could worx Without being constantly

_-volume ___
4o Ibld, EE L DRTY o Ill, Pnlal:o
5. Ibid, =reemen- 1L, pe 107.

6o I}Jid’ 'L"Iff)::ﬂf';"l"" II, Pe 1150























































testimony of a peaceful and friendly spirit which lnspired our ancestors. The

treasures of the past should be restored %o the future.l7

A

.B.

He

Do recapltulate briefly:
The study of the Torah was ordéined by the Jewish rellgion.
Israel throushout the ages faithfuily and with 1ove‘and adoration gave
himself to this taske.
Study was universal with all Jews, and it served as the saving power during

catastrophies and persecutionse

‘Phe spiritual treasures of Israel were shared fresly with the world.

The Jewlsh priesthood had no monopoly over the instrustion of the poople.
Every commualty had its House of Study, and the learned men Were honored

and revered. |

With the emancipation, Jewish studles have been neglected, and the mechanistic
philsophies threaten the foundations of Judaisme

The new age demends of the Jew a peturn t0 his age-o0ld culture and for

zealous pursuit of study and research into the treasures of the Paste

17. Ibid, Vols 1II, pp. 12, 116.
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IX, JUDALSHM AND WHE STALR

Contradictory ideas as to what constitutes nationality and statehuod have caused
a great deal of oppression,.recrimihation and abuse, often. leading t0 Hoodshed.

" Phere are those wno maintain that nationality and state must coincide, that all
groups living under one political sovereignity must merge into a homogensous
peoplé professing the same religions, speaking ﬁhe 8 8o langﬁage, and becoming
stendardized in all habits and customs of life. " This led the conguering group
to subjugate all 'other peoples within its boundaries, and to force upon them
iassimilation by means often brutal and tyrannous, asﬁthe attempts of Russificat-~
jon, Germenization, and others that have been made during the last century.

Phe view of the enlightened people is just the reverse--and that
is that political allegiance to a state does not necessitate the giving up of
racial characteristics and national cultures, but on the contrary, all the values
of ihdividual groupe should be preserved within the state. The Jews living as a
distinet group in the various lands, bear testimony to the justice of this views
They have proven by their loyalty and love to the countries in which they live
that political alleglance to a state does not require the giving up of thelr
faith and cultural neritage. ihe cardinal principle of Judaisa as expressed by
the laws of iloses, by the great utterauces of our inspired prophets, by the gbl@en
,sa§sings of our sages, 1s the harmonious life of a family of mnatlions,.

Judaism teaches that hunanity is one, that all races of the
earth, whether white, brown or dark, are but braunches of the human tree, members
of the great f@nily of menkind that should live in brotierhood. Isreel, because

of his religious faith that God created man in his own image, was capable of

1. Ibid, Vole II, pPe 79
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XTe ANCISOHIRISE AND PERSZCULION

peat~'

Antisemitism and persecution, the twin plagues afflicting the Jews throughout the
ages, did not cease raging even during the yeals that followed the emanciﬁation

of Western Jewry. While physical violence against Israel has ceased in the German
lands, an %nsidioﬁs propaganda . of Jew-haiting continued. Jellinek, as the spokes=
man of Judaism and its people, battled unceasingly with treﬁendous force against
this evil., He took up all the accusations made against the Jew, and with indis-
putable logic proved them to be maliciously false. Hé turned accuser indicting
Christian civilization, claiming that it'is cruel and barbaric. It was no easy
task, for strangely enough, many Jews bCIlGVpQ in the antisemitic charges agalinst
their brethren. Jellinek had to fight on two fronte-~=against the common enemy,
and. the Jews of'the upper strata. There were many Whose Judaism was anemic and
lifeless, and they saw no reason for remainiﬁg lgal to their faith, thereby ez~
posing themselves to disabilitles and abuse.

Jellinek traces persecubtion to three fundamental sources:

(@) he desire for Christians to convert 81l peoyle to their religiom; (b) national

intolerance; and (¢} natural hatred and‘cruelty.l ugistory names religions which

busied themselves too much on the bringing 0f galvation to others, who comsidered

the saving of souls irom eternal perdition an act of pigty. :This passion for

converblon works havoe in the end. Irresistible is the desire to bring the un-

believer into paradise, to bring hlm salvation, but inscead he is led through the
'/1"1 &/{fi AN 2

afflictions of Hell which is not in the upaorworld, but on earth.t

Judaism from the very betlnnlng held back from proselytism, for

1, Ibid, Vol. II, pe 45
2. Ibid-, VOle II, po 4‘4.‘0
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‘everything was permissible in order 1o exterminate Israele™

3

it is a dangerous Po.sgion, a destructive torch; it is an instrument of Wale

And because Israel refused 1o accept the proffered religion, brutality, bestiallty,
and murdér were the first méthods used to make him sucoumb. All lands of the
earth are saturated with Jowish blood. The Jew suffered at every outbreax of
natural disssters, av every critical historic epoch. "His religious practicés
and customs were mocked at and ridiculed, his‘houses of worship profaned and
desaqfated; the life of the Jew, the property of a Jew, Wers ouslawea, the
tgreat ones' made oresents of thelr Shutzjuden as if they were animals s debts
owed., them were cancelled. Luriﬂgithe iiiddle Ages there existed fbr Jéws dl -
ferent welghts, different measures, aifterent rights, aifferent laws~~briefly
4

In ovder to imcite the mobs to violence, M08t outrageous accuss~ .
ations are made agalnst the Jew and Judaism, and Jellinex enumerates many of
these libels, which continuously reappear in ﬁhe various lands. He speaks of
thé Zealous Christian who publishes_writings.that the cursa of God is upon Israel,
that his ideas of God are objectionable, that they revile the faith of others,
that it is dangerous to‘associate with them, that they are depraved snd harmfuls
and Yall this is written in the name of piety."5 Because the Jews are scattered
in diiferent lands and remain, neverthelesé, one people, they are a sused., as
they were by Haman of old, that they are united by secret bonds, that they have

. do ot

separate laws (because they do not partaike of forbldden foods anuhiwtermarry),
that they are unpatriotic, disloyal subjects. Stacements in the blble aﬁ&
Tolmud are misquoted and taken out of their context to prove that Jews are auel

and that they hate 511 other peoples and I‘eligions.b

Do Ibidg Vola I, P 61
4, Ibid, pp. 245~5le

Be Ibhid, Pe 68

6. 1bid, De 720




In his sermon on Shir-Hashirim, Jellinek zives a complete row

buttal of the charges mode against Israel, and in turn indicts the nations for
the multitude of crimes comuitted against Israel, In Hssau he sces the in-
carnation of the arch~enemy of lsrael. "He pursues sensuous gratifications,
bodily plsasures and material sauisfactiéns, but he spesks of pilety. ﬁe thirs?s

for earthly possessions but proclaims that he desires them for the good of

humanity. He is intolerant and emvious, denying the blessings of heaven to others."

In Hamen, he sees tye typlcal upstart who suduenly becanes a dignitery. He 1is
arrogant, revengeful, petty and unsatiable in his greed for honora8

Prejudices and false accusations still persist to the present
day s mény are those who still believe that Israel has ovil intentions against the
followers oI other religions, "hose who worship a religlon that teaches love
of God and man, that pxeaches"Lové thine enemies', 'bless those who curse you',
140 well unto those who hate you', 'pray for those who insult and persecute you's
men whose purpose oucht to be not merely to restrain thelr oﬁn passions buv also
those of the masses--they are the énes who spread the vicious propaganda that the
followers of the Laws of loses despise and hate the nations and are bent upon their

A 9 . : .
exploitation and conquest." Wothing can be more base and false, and Jellinek
brings an array of evidence from the Bible, iidrash and walmud in refutation ofv
these charges.lo

Che presenm—day antisémites frighten the masses that the Jews who
obtained egqual rights will soon possess all houses, gain all lands and get all

positions, that non-dews will have %0 lease house and farm and become impoverished,

7., Ibid, Vol. II, pe 210,
8s 1bld, D 273

9« Ibid, pP. 124
10, Ibid, pa. 124

7




despoiled, slaves of the Jew.11 Antisemitism was evidently ineulcated in the
schools, and there was an instance of a north German state é@ciininé tolemploy
o Jewish teacner because of‘the danger of exposing thelpupils t0 the influence
of Godlessnessalz 'he guilds did not admit Jows, and.Jellinek éries out 'why
is the Jew prevented from growing and developing? Why are his talents and
powers stunted? VWhy are they afraid that the jew will push them out?"15

Jellinek admits that the Jew has mony faults; that he hés undesirable traits,
that the crawling and bending before his enemies in order to save himself Irom
their claws has left sad traces on his character; 1t proke his courage and @immed

his seuse of honor, but he opens the pages of history to show the inhumanity of

o world that deprived the dew of %f%ﬁgntary decencies of life, that hunted him
and. ﬁerrorized him for oenturieé and.orippled. his soule. Yet righteousness must
triwmphs the emancipation ié g stvep in that direction, and his faith was.never
dimaed even at times when Q}M D) ewJ ﬂoz,f nDinD f.)

that the world is growing better and that the Jew will finally be recognized on

his merits and will be gilven his rightful place among the nations of the sarth.

11l ijdu) Vol. .[11, Poe 59
12, Ipid, Vole LI, Do 44
18s Lbid, pe £1lZe

|
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XIL ORFHOIOXY AND LIBERALISM |

The government 's attitude must have been hostile toward reform Jews, and Jellinek

‘attiributes this to informers from awmong the Jews, who were comstantly complaining

to the government that the reformers are undermining religion, that they are
disturbers of the peace, and radicals. The government, of course, being react-
ionary, wasAglad of this divislon among the Jewgéh theuselves, because that showed
their weakness sud made them forjgﬁlnerable to atbacks. Jellinek points out the
fact and denounces the orthodox for their methods by calling themselves the only
loyal, peaceful and dullful subjectse. ﬁe upbraids them for weakening the cause

of the Jew and thereby helping the antisemites. He shows their actions to be

contrery to the Jewish spirit, the spirit of orthodox itself, which proclaims
g ) k

that every one who believes in the living God is a loyal Jew and no one has a’

right to deny him his faith.l .

Orthodoxy laid claim to being the exclusively loyal Judaism in
Austria, and Jellinek defines "an orthodox Jew t0 be one who avoids a Chilul
Hashem, but exerts himself with all his strength to bring honor and récognition
t0 our belief, our morals and our writings." Orthodoxy is’not only the saying
of Mimen" in a loud volce whea the priestlyrbenediation of peace is uttered,

but wien one is active for the malatenance of peace anu does not cause friction

in a comnunity on account of a CTLé) .

Crthodoxy does not mean the carrying of plety to an unbearable P
1isit, when one guards oneself Iroi hard, loveless Judgements and the lust for
calummny.

Orthouoxy is the fir., unwavering trust in the inner strength of

1o Ibid, Vole IL, ppe 284-=D, 49=-bl.

o fL



Judaism, and not insinuations, susplcions and talebearing. Crthodoxy means the

" 1living of an irreproachable life, exerclzing justice and speaking of truth, when

one does not condemn with his tongue, does no evil, and abuses not his neighbor,

but honors the God~-fearing, holds his peace even for his disadvantage. An Or-

. thodox Jew is not an usurer, and coes not corrupt the innocent with bribes. Who-

ever carries out these principles in his life professes the right form of the
Jewish religion.a Prue religion is alive and like the dead léaves in the fall are
carried away by the wind because they are dead, so old forms and customs that

have become grchaic musv be dlscaraed, and like the new leaves which shoat wp

in the spring, So shall unew religious forms blossom for‘oho5 Only such ¢omunit-
ies are blesSed who develop their Judaisnm without the aid of forelgn powers, who
live in peace ;nd har@ony'witn all men.4 He denounces the teachers of religlon
wiho call in the arm of the govermment to settle religlous métters. It is dige
graceful aand contrary to JudaiSm.5 Whet the spirit of the times and the new gen-
eraotion demands is a brief, inspiring.servioe, teaching in & form fit for the
peogie, liberationvfrom mahy ouseoms that iphibit social relations, and what is
the answer of orthodoxy? "We dannot'do it: it is & ,L;D _A/>n o« That
wasm}or seversl hundred years.” This was heard time and ti'e again. It was
gpoken when the Torah was trauslated into the German language. The same was sald
when the SQrﬁice was ennobled througn order and music; and agaln the same outcry
when the education of the cnildreh was adapted to the tenor of the times, He
tells the orthodox rebbis that because of their obstinacy the communities carried

these reforms oub without them, and, oI course, the peaceful development was

2. Ibid, Vols ILII, p. 1l4.
Se ll)id, Vol. 11, P 255
4. Ibid, Vol. III, pe 1144
B, Ibid, Vol, 1L, p. 119.




inhibited, and their influence was shattered, and the influence of the Jewlsh
community was underminadoG The result also 18 that many were disgusted with

7 The contenders in the

everything and withdrew from all that concerns Judalsm.
realn of religion of the present day are not battling for great ideas, bub for
petty dogmas and forms, they grow enthusiastic not for the inunder life, but for

the external wrapping of the Eaith.s

Present-day Juvalsm is much maligned and misunderstood, not only

by strangers, but by our own brethren, who uanlte to attack it and to crush it

. 9 . .
under the welght of abuse. In the ages of oppression in which our fatners lived

there was no chance for beauty, it was squeezed from them. Present-day Judalsm

e
has gained an spprecistion of the Pesutiful; 1t began in the field of religious
life, especially Iln the synagogues.lo Mony beautiful édifices were erected.
It loves the beautiful and rid ltself Iroﬁ many distasteful practices, and in-
stituted order amd beauty in song and sermon. Reform is accused of beiné a mere
show place, that 1t furnishes entertainment for the hour, but it is this harsh-
ness of the orthodox that drives the young from Judaism, and many of those who
came into modern synagogues were captlvated by their beauty and decorum and re-
mained to stayell
iodern Judaism is firm, forceful and sincere and, therefore, it

is free and open in the revelation of its truths, and 1t is honest when it takes

a stand on the problems of soclety. It welcomes all people, and has room for the

nations of the world, It does not bow nor cringe, but it demands justice and

right. Modern Judaism aims G0 ennoble the Jewish name. Hspecially in Ausiria

Ge Ib"l.d., vol. ll, Pe 118,

Ta Ibid, Pe 117,

8e I-bia, Poe 39 e

9, Ibid, pe S

10, 1bid., Pe Oe

1l. Ibid, Poe 8; IIT, Dhe 674 65; 207,




and Germany our fathefs did not care whai wag writgen on the outside, did not
know and could not resd the language of authors and scnolars,léould 10t éxpress
themselves in those languages, so for centuries an antisemitic litersiure was
sﬁread which poured insults and disgrace upon the Jeﬁish nama, without the
Jews ralsing a hand against it; "Who began to write and speak for the honor of
Judaism?" They who learned the languages of the nation, they who galned théir
gxperiences in the world, and, therefore, they could defend the Jewlsh honor.12
By taking part in the life o? the world, lsrael contfibutes its
share t0 culure snd science, and has produced in its umidst distinguished thinkers,
astrononers, doctors, naturalists, and jurists; A single Jew has wone more for
the refilnement and grace of the German 1anguage'than the whole of Austria, Present-
day Judalsim has brought to light the great treasures of the Yalmudic literature,
and is offering to share it with the whole worldet”
Present~day Judals. does not segregate itself from other.nations,
14 g

but spreads the God-ideal which will unite all peoples. But the detractors nd

fonatics would still have us have the type of schools that have become a by-word

‘with their noise and monotonous sing-song, the havoc of worship with its medieval

18 We would see all the young and liberal-

-

minded excluded from participation in the Jewish worship, we would 8t1ll stand

howling instead of restful music.

in the palaces of the lawgivere like beggars happy, and at the smile of the
doorkeeper, speaking a tongue which has become the object of derision, surreﬁder-
ing our name, our calling, our customs, our literature, our achievem:mnts, to the
caprice and emmity of our enemies .o

Jeliinek proves the right to institute reforms by referring to

18. Ibid, Vole IL, pps 11, 12§ 1L, DPs 69, 70 15, Ibid, Vole IX, pp. S, 4o
14 Ibld, pp. B3I, B4. 165. Ibid, p. 2865 LII, po 1b%e
16. Ibid, Vol. I, pe 1be
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letters of the Torah, the explanation wz=s the future activities of Rabbl Akiba &

at interpretation. He also infers f{rom the Mishnalc statements:

3/!‘-? //‘i(// _J\/\’B\)J ”,Ul// %/,p /0N 7)J1//~e » A3 4 cg

s & O~
N N ) /NCG/ AIAD INE) r
that since Jews could not carry out outlsid.e of Palestine the same commandments
due to change of life and economic status, the forms of linking man with God
rmsc be changed and the new forms of benevolence and brotherhood become the

successors of the old tmths.”

' 1 } N . S
> Go N JA  that "when Moses saw God setting crown over the

17. Ibid, Vol. I, pp. 123, 124.

'




KIIIe CONSLUSION

A Jewish sermon must be filled with Jewish conteﬁt, it must bring a Jewish message,
and must pive inspiration to the hearer. This was in a superb manuner achieved
by Jellinek the Prediger.

EVGry sermon was based on é central, dominating idea, and brought
a clear and definite message to the worshipper. It was Jewish, because it dealt
with the religion, life, history, and the present and. futﬁre of the Jewlsh people.
mvery sermon breathes raligiouéifervor. 1t appears to the reader that Jellinek
has achiéved encyclopedic completeness in these sermons. There 1s no phase‘of
Jewish life and thought that is left unexplored. Bible, Palmud, Miurash, later

authors--all are made to yleld thelr esseance a@nd given to the pecple in a way

that makes them not merely interesting but exciting.

T e e PRSI s

Jewish history is shown to be a marvelous adventure, and the torch

is raised over it to shed the light of truth upon its various pathways.

Zongwill once saild that Jewlsh nistory is.like a corridor with
doors opening into every chamber of the Worla. Jellinek long ago proved this to
be true, and ian order to appreclate the Jew,'his religion, his culture, and his
ideals, it 1is necessary to know and understand the thought of natlons with wihich
Isracl came in contact, and the evenlts of the world in which he lived. Anclent
Greek and Roman history, thelr ideas and thought, are given full view by this
masters end so are medieval ©pain anc modern lands shown the world as they reflect
upon Judaism and its people. Clearly and sucdutly does Jellinek interpret thelt.
Speaking of heathen thought and Judaism he states the followlng:

ufhe great men of heathenism lacked one thing which is essentlal

and decisive for the survival, strengthening and broadening of truthe <They missed




the idea of moral perfection. “hey thought, inguired, philosophised,_found single
truths, which indeed Judaism recoghized, but they did not meke them a part of them-
selves ;- they did not absorb them, they remained for them merely subjects for
‘thought and were not turned int. motor rforces of moral creativensss. Lhey lost
themselves in guibbling about the creation of the world, avbout the Urstoffe and they
devobted their best intellects to such research, without occupying tﬁemselves with
the building up of the moral order, with the ilunner worth oi man, wlth the esta-
blishment of the moral lawo"l

v

upon history of the world, ancient, medieval and modern, with which he iilustrates

There are numerous instances in his sermons where Jellinek draws

the religlous tfaths of Judalsm. in this menner, one receives, not merely an in-
terpretation of & Biblical text, which wes the custom of the fomﬁer preachers,
but he actually recelves as a byhproduct, a liberal education in the realms of
philosophy, ancient and modern, psychology, histvory and current problems. All
thess are so intricately interwoven witn the Jewish message that they are nilesh

of its flesh and bone of ils bone." Such was the art of Jellinek, the Predigers

‘1o Ioia, Vole ILs Do 244 ’
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