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To Natalie, Gabriel, and Elijah, 
my heroes. 



A Study of Heroic Characters from the Bible and Comicbooks 
By David N. Young 

This thesis presents a study of seven characters from the Bible and comicbooks 

who exhibit extraordinary powers. From the Bible, Gideon, Samson, Elijah, and Elisha 

present fascinating stories to be compared to Captain America, the Incredible Hulk, and 

Green Lantern from comicbooks. 

Studying both the biblical text and comicbook stories from a literary approach 

will help to elucidate not only use of the heroic characters, but also the similarities and 

differences involved in these two storytelling vehicles. Both in certain biblical narratives 

and in modem comicbook.s, characters with amazing abilities take center stage. 

Key questions asked of these texts will be: What are the distinguishing attributes 

of the main characters? Do biblical figures qualify as superheroes? What is the aim of 

each genre of literature? What types of sources give biblical and comicbook characters 

their powers? Is this source of power essential for the story's purpose? Why have people 

for so long been drawn to stories with such heroic characters? 

To answer these questions, this chapter has delineated the literary approach for 

studying these texts as literature. The next chapter will The following two chapters 

carefully analyze the stories of the biblical figures and comicbook superheroes. The 

subsequent chapter will consider the similarities and differences among all seven heroic 

characters from both genres and attempt to reveal the role of the heroes in the texts. In 

the end, the goal of this project is to explore why these figures have captivated audiences 

from biblical times to the present day and to discover whether the characters merit the 

classification of superheroes. 
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Chapter One: An Introduction to a Literary Study of the Bible and Comicbooks1 

A. General Introduction 

Faster than a speeding bullet, more powerful than a locomotive, able to rally the 

troops with a single sowid. Throughout history, in many different cultures, there have 

been literary characters with abilities to do amazing things. Though the public tends to 

think of heroes with amazing abilities as an invention of the 1930's and 1940's, the Bible 

contains several examples of characters perf onning amazing feats and miracles. In the 

Bible these characters gain their special abilities not from gamma radiation or radioactive 

spiders, but from God. 

As a young boy, I began reading superhero comics. The stories were captivating, 

and the drawings on the pages made the characters come to life. I would imagine myself 

in the roles of the heroes jumping off my bed onto stuffed animals, who in my mind were 

a group of evildoers I had observed from atop a skyscraper. The values the heroes stood 

for, such as Superman's "truth, justice, and the American way,"2 became an important 

part of how I wanted to live my life. The way the characters behaved was as important to 

me as their abilities to run at super speeds or fight twenty villains at once. The fictional 

characters on the page represented real world attributes that I wanted to emulate. 

1 There is varied opinion as to the use of the word "comicbook" instead of the phrase 
"comic book." I have chosen single word usage in agreement with comicbook 
writer/publisher/guru Stan Lee, who explains in the introduction to Marvel: Five 
Fabulous Decades of the World's Greatest Comics that the use of the modifier "comic" 
in front of the word "book" implies some sort of triviality and humor, like the funny 
pages in a newspaper, whereas "comicbook" describes a genre of literature, unmodified. 
Les Daniels, ed. Marvel: Five Fabulous Decades of the World's Greatest Comics 
(London: Virgin, 1991 ), iii. 
2 From the title sequence of television program "The Adventures of Superman," National 
Comics Publications, 1951-1957. 



As an adult, I began reading fewer comicbooks and more biblical stories. As I did 

I realized that some of the biblical stories contained many of the features of the comics of 

my youth. No longer needing the pictures to animate the characters, instead, a deeper 

understanding of the text helped me imagine these characters acting in the world. Just as 

with comic books, I was inspired by the values and amazing feats performed by the 

characters of the Bible. 

The characters Gideon, Samson, Elijah, and Elisha from the books of Judges and 

Kings provide excellent examples of biblical characters doing remarkable deeds. Gideon 

represents the ultimate charismatic leader, rallying troops and leading a small band to 

victory against the Midianites (Judg 6:34-7:25). Samson acts as the strongman whose 

uncontrollable rage is used as a tool by God against the Philistines (Judg 13:24-16:31). 

Elijah and Elisha exemplify classical prophets of their day performing miracles and 

working wonders for the faithful oflsrael (1 Kgs 17:1-2 Kgs 13:25). 

This thesis will compare these four biblical characters to three modern day comic 

book characters. Captain America appears as a Gideon-like charismatic leader. A super 

soldier from World War II, his patriotic views and military skills make him an exemplary 

leader of superhero groups like the Avengers. The Incredible Hulk behaves in some 

ways like Samson. Dr. Bruce Banner's uncon1rollable anger turns him into a giant green 

monster who crashes through the bad guys with little ability to think about what he is 

doing. Members of the Green Lantern Corps most closely resemble Elijah and Elisha. 

Green Lantern wears a power ring that can be used to focus energy to do anything the 

wearer can imagine. The ring chooses who will wear it, and in sector 2814, where Earth 

is located. the power is passed to people who can overcome their fears. The abilities of 
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Green Lantern are limited only to his or her imagination and the code of the Green 

Lantern Corps. This thesis will closely analyze these different characters, using a literary 

approach to unpack the texts and identify the defining features of central characters in the 

Bible and contemporary comicbooks. 

B. Literary Approach to the Bible 

The stories of the biblical characters examined in this thesis appear in the books 

of Judges and Kings. These two books are found in the Fonner Prophets, part of the 

collection of Joshua through Kings which is also referred to as the Historical Books. 

These books tell the story of the history of the Israelites from the entry into the Promised 

Land until the Babylonian exile. 

The desire to uncover events of the past by working backward from or combing 

the pages of the Bible has remained popular since the Seventeenth Century, when Bible 

scholars began utilizing the historical method for study. According to Adele Berlin and 

Marc Zvi Brettler, a historical approach "aimed to reconstruct the history of ancient Israel 

and the history of the biblical text.',3 Examples of this type of investigation include 

Source Criticism, which "recognized the inherent complexity of biblical traditions and 

attempted to disentangle the strands of its development,',4 and Form Criticism, which 

attempted to break down the various genres inherent in the biblical narrative to discern 

cross--cultural sources. Berlin and Brettler explain that these types of historically oriented 

methodologies strive ''to determine what had actually taken place, and to recover the 

3 Adele Berlin and Marc Zvi Brettler, "The Modem Study of the Bible," The Jewish 
Study Bible (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), 2090. 
4 Berlin and Brettler, 2085. 
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actual persons and events of the Bible as they had been preserved in the various stages of 

biblical tradition. "5 

In more recent years, scholars have started to focus on the literary features of the 

Bible, not just its historical aspects. A literary approach to any written work involves a 

careful analysis of the use of literary devices, including but not limited to symbolism, 

metaphor, hyperbole, imagery, rhythm, foreshadowing, and characterimtion. Robert 

Alter describes literary analysis as: 

The manifold varieties of minutely discriminating attention to the artful use of 
language, to the shifting play of ideas, conventions, tone, soun~ imagery, syntax, 
narrative viewpoint, compositional units, and much else; the kind of disciplined 
attentio~ in other words, which through a whole spectrum of critical approaches 
has illuminated, for example, the poetry of Dante, the plays of Shakespeare, the 
novels ofTolstoy.6 

Careful reading, close attention to detail, and knowledge of the many artistic uses of 

language all come into play during the literary analysis of a biblical text. Berlin and 

Brettler differentiate historical and literary approaches as follows: 

Whereas historical study tended to be concerned with the prehistory of the text 
(oral traditions and written source materials) and with its development through 
successive redactions, literary study focused on the final fonn of the text. 
Whereas historical study was interested in the world referred to by the texi 
literary study directed its attention to the world constructed in the text.7 

A literary analysis focuses mainly on style, structure, and content, employing these 

elements of style to strengthen the characterization in the piece. 

This study will use a literary approach to focus on the nature of the heroic 

characters in the stories of Gideon, Samson, Elij~ and Elisha. Attention will be paid to 

the attributes of these characters. their motives, and how the narrator and other characters 

5 Berlin and Brettler, 2084. 
6 Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical Narrative (New York: Basic Books, 1981 ), 12-13. 
7 Berlin and Brettler, 2090. 
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describe them. How the author constructs the protagonists is critical to the larger 

message the author wishes to relay. Biblical narrative tends to be rather terse; often the 

motives and feelings of the characters remain implicit. To access the inner workings of 

the biblical characters, Alter outlines a '"scale of means" that specifies the different ways 

we gain information about them. Alter explains: 

Now, in reliable third-person narrations, such as in the Bible. there is a scale of 
means, in ascending order of explicitness and certainty, for conveying information 
about the motives, the attitudes, the moral nature of characters. 8 

According to Alter, the most reliable way to learn about a character is through 

statements made by the narrator, for their veracity is not in question. If the omniscient 

narrator says: .. Plony was hungry,'' then the reader should have no doubt about Plony's 

appetite at that particular time. 

The next most reliable are intern.al statements made by a character. Referred to as 

a soliloquy in dramatic literature, characters• private thoughts give special insight into the 

motives involved in their past or future actions, which might be misinterpreted if not 

stated explicitly. A prime example of this is Hamlet's soliloquy at the end of Act II, 

scene 2, where he lets the audience know that although his behavior that seems like 

madness to the other characters in the play, he is only pretending to be insane. Hamlet 

also reveals his intention to have the king admit his guilt during the play within the play 

in this speech. The audience members who do not give Hamlet's soliloquy the primacy it 

deserves on the scale of means often mistakenly consider Hamlet actually to be mad. 

Direct speeches of characters are the next most reliable statements, for their 

speech opens doors of understanding on their inner lives. However, the reader cannot 

8 Alter, 116. 

5 



always rely on the sincerity of a character's words. As a result, one must pay attention to 

the situation in which the speech occurs. Alter explains: 

Although a character's own statements might seem a straightforward enough 
revelation of who he is and what he makes of things. in fact the biblical writers 
are quite as aware as any James or Proust that speech may reflect the occasion 
more than the speaker, may be more a drawn shutter than an open window. 9 

Another character's statements to or about the character are the fourth most 

reliable means of characterization. Returning to Hamlet as an example, many other 

characters refer to him as qiad, but the knowledge revealed in his internal monologue 

helps the audience widerstand that these characters do not understand the truth. 

The fifth most reliable means for determining a character's nature is through the 

character's appearance, gestures, posture, and costume. Alter observes that these means 

of characterization leave readers .. substantially in the realm of inference,''10 for we must 

draw our own conclusions based on how a character acts or appears. Characters' actions 

and appearances provide the least reliable means for determining their nature. Noting 

these things requires judgments to be made by the reader, which can be unreliable. Also, 

they tend to speak to a character's wealth or social standin& which usually is unimportant 

for biblical characters. 11 lbis category also requires the reader to make assumptions and 

connections among several parts of this scale. What the reader assumes is not nearly as 

reliable as what the author says, but these assumptions are still critical for analyzing the 

text, as they give insight that others may not have realized. 

Yairah Amit further classifies Alter's scale into direct and indirect 

characterizatio~ direct characterization being what the narrator or characters say 

9 Alter, 117. 
10 Alter, 117. 
11 Alter, 116-117. 
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specifically, and indirect characterization requiring inferences of the reader. 12 However, 

as noted above, a character's speech can also require interpretation by the reader. In 

order to ascertain the truthfulness of a character's words, the reader must compare what a 

character articulates to statements by the nanator or other characters as well as to their 

prior actions. 

When reading a text as terse and cleverly constructed as the Bible, the reader must 

pay careful attention to the various, sometimes contradictory sources of infonnation. 

Alter writes: 

We are compelled to get at character and motive ... through a process of inference 
from fragmentary data, often with crucial pieces of narrative exposition 
strategically withheld, and this leads to multiple or sometimes even wavering 
perspectives on the characters. There is, in other words, an abiding mystery in 
character as the biblical writers conceive it, which they embody in their typical 
methods of presentation. 13 

Alter's scale of means provides a helpful lens for viewing and better understanding the 

characters of the Bible. 

C. Literary Approach to Comicbooks 

While the applicability of the literary analysis to biblical narrative is widely 

accepted,, it might not seem as natural to approach comicbooks as literature. The 

tendency to devalue the literary quality of comicbooks can be blamed in part on the 

medium, for the illustrations hearken to children's books or advertisements. Scott 

McLoud discusses this common misconception saying: 

Traditional thinking has long held that truly great works of art and literature are 
only possible when the two are kept at arm's length. Words and picture together 
are considered,, at best, a diversion for the masses, at worst a product of crass 

12 Yairah Amit, Reading Biblical Na"atives (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001), 74. 
13 Alter, 126. 
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commercialism. As children, our first books had pictures galore and very few 
words because that was "easier." Then, as we grew, we were expected to 
graduate to books with much more text and only occasional pictures ... and finally 
to arrive at "real" books--those with no pictures at all. 14 

The subject matter could point to another possible reason for the degradation of 

comicbooks. Superhero comics in particular15, with their bright-costum~ branded, 

larger•than-life characters lend themselves more easily to the pantheon of pop culture 

iconography than other comicbook genres. Many consider comicbooks to be too basic, 

with heroes who unrealistically cling to black-and•white tenets of morality and work 

selflessly with authority figures to bring justice to the world. But as Mila Bongco points 

out, this view ''is based on a too scanty knowledge of the history of superhero 

comic books, and a far too rigid interpretation of the superhero genre, at least an outdated 

one in view of the more recent re-makes of many of the genre's characters and 

narratives." He adds: "Only a fertile and productive geme could have spread and caught 

the attention of readers world-wide for so long."16 

A deeper understanding of the history of comicbooks in America helps to bolster 

the view of this genre as a serious literary art. Comics have been a part of American 

culture since 1754, when Benjamin Franklin produced the first editorial cartoon of a 

snake with a severed head over the caption "Join, or die.'' 17 In the early 1900's, comic 

strips made their way into newspapers and magazines. In 1934 the first volwne classified 

14 Scott McClo~ Understanding Comics (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1994), 
140. 
15 According to Mila Songco, superhero comicbooks encompass over 90% of the genre 
(Mila Bongco, Reading Comics: Language, Culture, and the Concept of the Superhero in 
Comics (New York: Garland Publishing, 2000), 91 ). Though artists such as Will Eisner 
and Harry Crwnb should not be ignored, they are in the minority, and this study will 
focus on the type of comicbook that is published in the vast majority of the field. 
16 Bongco, 92. 
17 Claude Lalumiere, "The History of Comic Books," January Magazine, April 2000. 
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as a comicbook was published, called "Funnies on Parade."18 Since then, comicbook has 

become a popular form of American literature. The "Golden Age of Comics" dawned in 

1938 with the appearance of Jerry Siegal and Joe Shuster's legendary hero, Supennan, in 

Action Comics #l. Supennan revolutionized the comicbook industry, inspiring the 

creation of characters with extraordinary powers, such as Bob Kane's Batman and Jack 

Kirby and Joe Simon's Captain America. 19 Today superhero stories dominate 

comicbooks. though various non-superhero comicbooks exist, such as Will Eisner's 

Contract with Godtrilogy20 or those by popular underground artist R. Crumb.21 

In 1954, Fredric Wertham wrote a harsh critique of comicbooks, decrying 

comicbooks as being too violent sexual, and radical. He even went so far as to incite a 

United States Senate hearing that blamed comicbooks for the rise in juvenile 

delinquency.22 His book's assertions have kept a stranglehold on the perception of 

American comicbooks to the recent past, and combining his attitude with preconceived 

notions of pictures and heroes as mentioned above, few people in the twentieth century 

took comicbooks seriously as literature. 

In 1992, however, a change began to take place in the public perception of 

comicbooks after Art Spiegelman's graphic novel23 Maus: A Survivor's Tale won the 

18 Though this was more a collection of comic strips from newspapers than the unified 
story of a character. 
19 Jaime Coville, "History of Comic Books," 
http:/ /www.geocities.com/SoHo/553 7 /hist.htm, Internet. 
20 Will Eisner, The Contract With God Trilogy (New York: WW Newton, 2005). 
21 See R. Crumb, The Book of Mr. Nalural (Seattle: Fantagraphics Books, 1995) and The 
Complete Dirty Laundry Comics (San Francisco: Last Gasp, 1993). 
22 Fredric Wertham, The Seduction of the Innocent (New York: Rhinehart and Wilson, 
1954). See also Mike McAvennie, "The Issues Behind the Issues," Green Lantern: 
Brother's Keeper (New York: DC Comics, 2003). 126. 
23 David Burke offers this explanation of the difference between a comicbook and a 
graphic novel: "The graphic novel is one of the numerous categories within the broad 
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Pulitzer Prize.24 Comicbooks started to be recognized as serious literature deserving of 

scholarly attention to the "rich formal and thematic heritage of the mediwn."25 The trend 

to treat comicbooks as a fonn of literature can be demonstrated by the growing nwnber of 

books dedicated to the topic, such as McLoud's Understanding Comics, or Bongco's 

Reading Comics. Comicbook artist Will Eisner has raised comic art to new levels in the 

Jewish world in particular with his combination of publications such as his Contract with 

God trilogy as well as instructional works such as Comics and Sequential Arr6 and 

Graphic Storyte/Jing.27 

Looking at comicbooks from a literary perspective entails a combination of the 

analysis of literature and visual art since comicbooks contain both media. An almost 

cinematic perspective in comicbooks creates a complexity that emphasizes "nuance over 

action, the elongation and subdivision of story time to create sensation, effect and 

meaning.',28 Though it is possible for the words and pictures to occasionally overlap or 

even repeat the message of the other, the relationship between the art and the text tends to 

medium of comics or comic books. The comic book has traditionally been a thirty-two 
page stapled pamphlet in which a brief story is conveyed through a sequential narrative 
involving both visual art and print text. The graphic novel joins story narrative with 
sequential art in the same way, but has a much longer scope ... and is able to narrate a 
complete story. A second distinguishing feature vis~a-vis comic books is that graphic 
novels are developed with marked higher-end production values; hardcover books, labor 
intensive, sophisticated art and design features." David G. Burke, Review of The Lone 
and Level Sands, SBL Forum, http://www.sbl-site.org/Article.aspx?Article1d=451; 
Internet. 
24 In the category "Special Awards and Citations: Letters." 
25 Bongco, 11. 
26 Will Eisner, Comics and Sequential Art (New York: Poorhouse Press, 1985). 
27 Will Eisner, Graphic Storytelling (New York: Poorhouse Press, 1996). The exhibit 
scheduled to open in mid-February, 2006 at the HUC-JIR Museum in New York "The 
Jewish Graphic Novel," will feature the work of Will Eisner and other Jewish comicbook 
artists. 
28 Grant, Steven, "Master of the Obvious," Comic Book Resource, vol. 106, 
www.comicbookresource.com, Oct. 1, 2003: Internet. 
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be interdependent. McCloud explains that language and images in combination are the 

heart of comicbook art. He writes: 

Indeed, words and pictures have great powers to tell stories when creators fully 
exploit them both .... The different ways words and pictures can combine is 
virtually wtlimited .... In comics at its best, words and pictures are like partners in 
a dance and each one takes turns leading .... When these partners each know their 
roles and support each other's stren~, comics cwt match any of the art forms it 
draws so much of its strength from. 2 

Bongco further clarifies this point by saying: 

The crucial point is how effectively the linguistic and pictorial signs interact­
how perfectly, how absorbingly and dynamically a story is related in pictures and 
texts. The interaction is all-important. The relation between text and image is a 
defining characteristic of comics, and the efficacy of the medium rests on the 
interdependence of the two mediwns. As sue~ comics cannot help but demand of 
its readers the ability to decipher and "read" a new language of combined written 
and illustrated codes. 30 

The linguistic aspect of comicbooks allows them to use the same literary devices 

as any other written medium, such as alliteratio~ rhyme, and figurative language. At the 

same time, the need to keep to a certain nwnber of pages in an issue due to publication 

standards demands a terseness31 that resembles biblical narrative. Enter the artist, whose 

illustrations strengthen and add to the writer's work with vibrant colors and exaggerated 

human fonns.32 The artist's work must be analyzed in tandem with the writer's, though 

the methodology is different. Line and color (in color comicbooks) elicits a variety of 

emotions in the viewer, just like any visual art. The way an artist uses focus and 

29 McCloud, 152-156. 
30 Bongco, 49. 
31 Bongco, 36. 
32 Most often, a writer and one or more artists collaborate to create a comicbook. In rare 
circumstwtces a writer/artist can publish a solo work such as Will Eisner's previously 
mentioned works. Usually, if a comicbook is credited to only one person it is because of 
that person's renown in a particular area, such as the art of Jack Kirby or the writing of 
Neil Gaiman. 



perspective of the picture, background and foreground, and how representative or abstract 

a piece is all must be taken into account in order to adequately dissect the composition.33 

The combination of a textual passage and an image combine creates a "panel," the 

building-block of the comicbook. Ranging in size from a square inch to a two-page 

spread, the panels establish the narrative pa~ rhythm, and time of the piece based on 

how they relate to one another. 34 McCloud describes six types of 

relationships between panels: 1) moment-to-moment, 2) action­

to-action, 3) subject-to-subject, 4) scene-to-scene, 5) aspect-to­

aspect, and 6) non-sequitur (figure 1). Each distinct transition 

type requires the reader to fill in the gap, known as a "gutter," in 

a unique way that helps to establish the rhythm of the story.35 

The artist's use of panels can make the characters within them 

come to life with overbearing hostility if they spill out of the 

panel, or succumb to weakness and despair if the panel all but 

makes them disappear. In the panels from Patrick Debruin's 

Daisho, the same character looks menacing in the top panels, and Figure I 

helpless in the bottom one. When leaping at the reader, overlapping four panels in what 

is called a "spill," this character dominates the page and seems to want to attack the 

reader. Then he looks helpless as he falls toward what looks like a rooftop skylight, 

occupying about as much space on the page as one of his legs does in the above drawing 

(figure 2).36 

33 Mccloud, 43-44. 
34 Bongco, S 8. 
35 McCloud, 70-74. 
36 Songco, 60. 
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The average of four panels per page in a 

standard twenty-two page issue of a comicbook37 

provides nearly ninety different works of art to 

consider in sequence in order to fully appreciate 

the story of any give comicbook. Add that to the 

common theme of merging several issues to 

complete one story, 38 and hundreds of panels must 

be assessed to fully understand one inclusive 

escapade. For example, the stories used in chapter three cover six issues of Captain 

America, vol. 3, four issues of The Incredible Hulk, vol. 3, and six issues of Green 

Lantern: Emerald Dawn. Though each plot spans four to six twenty-two-page 

installments about its hero, only a single adventure for each character will be studied. 

The adventure that happens to the superhero is the central focus of most comicbooks. 

When the characters go through their trials and tribulations. the reader feels the 

characters' pain or triumph. Comicbook fans tend to relate so deeply to the stories that 

they can often consider the characters within them or even the comicbooks themselves as 

friends. They come to understand the laws that govern the world of the comicbooks as 

naturally as one would understand the role of a police officer or the President. Not only 

does this familiarity lead to a lack of surprise when a cape-clad character jumps into the 

air and flies over buildings, but this connection creates a swelling of pride and 

anticipation when the hero cries, "This is a job for Superman!" Likewise, the in-depth 

37 Not including advertisements like David Burke does defining a graphic novel in the 
footnote above. 
38 Often one storyline will occupy several installments of a monthly comic book. If the 

, storyline is popular enou~ it may get bound in one volume as a graphic novel. See 
above for the difference between a graphic novel and a comicbook. 
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knowledge of a back story causes the reader to widerstand the emotional experiences of 

the characters, like how deeply a vision of bis parents would affect Babnan/Bruce 

Wayne. Committed comicbook readers possess intimate knowledge about the texts they 

read, the history of the world in which their characters live, and the connections 

comicbook universes have to each other and to reality. This type of familiarity with 

comicbooks helps tremendously when delving into a scholarly scrutiny of superheroes. 

D. An Overview of the Thesis 

Studying both the biblical text and comicbook stories from a literary approach 

will help to elucidate not only use of the heroic characters, but also the similarities and 

differences involved in these two storytelling vehicles. Both in certain biblical narratives 

and in modem comicbooks, characters with amazing abilities take center stage. 

Key questions asked of these texts will be: What are the distinguishing attributes 

of the main characters? Do biblical figures qualify as superheroes? What is the aim of 

each genre of literature? What types of sources give biblical and comicbook characters 

their powers? Is this source of power essential for the story's purpose? Why have people 

for so long been drawn to stories with such heroic characters? 

To answer these questions, this chapter has delineated the literary approach for 

studying these texts as literature. The next chapter will carefully analyze the stories of 

Gideon, Samson, Elijah, and Elisha to determine the defining features of these four 

biblical figures. The following chapter will utilize the same methods of literary analysis 

to explore Captain America, the Incredible Hulk, and Green Lantern. The subsequent 

chapter will consider the similarities and differences among all seven heroic characters 
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from both genres and attempt to reveal the role of the heroes in the texts. In the end, the 

goal of this project is to explore why these figures have captivated audiences from 

biblical times to the present day and to discover whether the characters merit the 

classification of superheroes. 
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Chapter Two: Character Analyses of Biblical Cbaracten 

A. An Introduction to the Book of Judges 

An understanding of the stories of Gideon and Samson will be aided by a better 

understanding of the time period in which the stories take place. The stories of Gideon 

and Samson occur during the age of the Judges oflsrael, around the twelfth century BCE. 

This was a stage of weakness for Egypt, previously the dominant presence in Canaan as 

well as much of the Asian continent. The decline in Egyptian power led to an increase in 

Philistine power. Without Egypt to hinder the establishment of a new authority in the 

land, Israel established itself as a new political entity in the ancient Near East. Israel 

originated as a tribal system, likely operating with similar structure to the city-state 

system, with no central ruler over the Israelites as a whole. 39 

The account of Israel's conquest of Canaan is first recorded in the book of Joshua, 

which makes it seem like their undefeatable army swept through the land with 

unstoppable might, leaving no speck unconquered. The book of Judges, however, makes 

the conquest seem incomplete and awkward, with its successes accomplished by rogue 

guerilla tactics rather than military might. Instead of a united nation under one ruler, 

Israel appears as a collection of fragmentary groups that even occasionally fight with one 

another. subjugating much of the land but still bowing to the pressure of more powerful 

annies.40 

The leaders of the time were the people for whom the book of Judges is named. 

They are not limited to any personality type, nor are they all born into a particular class, 

39 John Brigh4 A History of Israel (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1975), 173. 
40 Susan Niditc~ "Judgest in The Oxford Bible Commentary, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2001), 176. 
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but John Bright points out that "they were men who, stepping to the fore in times of 

danger, by virtue only of those personal qualities (charisma) which gave evidence to their 

fellows that Yahweh's Spirit was upon them, rallied the clans against the foe.'"' 1 They 

each had God's spirit in them. allowing them to overcome seemingly insunnountable 

odds to lead their people to victory over a variety of enemies. However, calling the rulers 

of this period "judges" is a misleading translation of the Hebrew word o!I~, which in the 

context of this book of the Bible is more accurately translated as "chieftains • ..4l These 

chieftains ruled from the death of Joshua to the rise of the Israelite monarchy. 

Although the book of Judges recounts a particular time period in ancient Israelite 

history, the book should not be considered as a historically reliable document. According 

to Brettler, the book of Judges was not created with the intent of recreating the past; 

instead, he claims the book aims to intentionally fictionalize history or to simply provide 

entertainment. 43 So the ideology of the book of Judges outweighs its historicity, as Amit 

:further explains: "Modern research has abandoned the conservative view, which accepted 

the bulk of the book of Judges as historically authentic, and has emphasized certain 

ideological (anti-Northern Kingdom, anti-Saul, pro-Davidic) and literary elements of the 

book. ,,44 The first part of the book of Judges repeatedly tells a story of sin and salvation. 

41 Bright, 178. One word Bright misuses is "men," however, as he is ignoring ·oeborah, 
one of the first Judges, who led the Israelites in victory over the Canaanites ruled by 
Jabin (Jdg 4:1-24). 
42 Marc Zvi Brett1er, The Book of Judges (New York: Routledge, 2002), 118 n. l; see also 
Yairah Amit, "Judges: Introduction," The Jewish Study Bible, S08; K. Lawson Younger, 
"Judges,'' The New Oxford Annotated Bible, 353. 
43 Brettler, 1-8. 
44 Amit, 510. 
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The stories of the minor and major chieftains45 are placed in a pattern in which Israel sins 

by worshipping other gods and is then punished by God through the success of their 

enemies. After a time goes by, Israel cries out to God, who sends them a hero, who is 

empowered with the divine spirit. 46 Amit explains how the stories of the individual 

chieftains fit within this pattern: 

Scholars distinguish between the judges' stories, which are based on local-tribal 
traditions of deliverance and which do not interpret events with theological 
causality, and their frameworks, which depict the deliverer in a broad national 
context, characterized by a cycle that begins with sin and ends with peace.47 

Gideon and Samson stand out as two of the more memorable figures recorded in this part 

of the book of Judges. 

B. Gldeon41 

Gideon represents a military leader who utilizes his strategic mind, and 

overcomes his fears. Gideon is the fourth of the six major judges in the cycles,. following 

Deborah. The story of Gideon begins after a time when the Israelites again revert to their 

45 The major chieftains are Othniel, Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, Jephtah, and Samson. The 
minor are Shamgar, Barak, Abimelech, Tola, Jair, lb7.8ll, Elon, and Abdon, so called 
because text dedicated to them is much shorter than that of the major chieftains. Their 
appearance in the book of Judges is likely to connect the text to historical figures. Robert 
G. Boling, Judges (Garden City: Doubleday & Company,. 1975), 89, 186-187, 21S. Heb 
11 :32 considers Barak on the same level as Gideon, Samson, and Jephtah, and gives no 
mention to Deborah. 
46 Amit, 508-509. See also Joseph Calloway, "The Settlement in Canaan," Hershel 
Shanks, ed. Ancient Israel: A Short History from Abraham to the Roman Destruction of 
the Temple (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1988), 83-84. 
47 Amit, 509. 
48 Research used to inform this section includes John 0. Butler, Gideon: The Mighty Man 
of Valor (New York: LBC Publications, 1992); Lillian R. Klein, The Triumph of Irony in 
the Book of Judges (Sheffield: Almond Press, 1988), 49-68; Dennis T. Olson, The New 
Interpreter's Bible: A Commentary in Twelve Volumes (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
1998), vol. II, 793-811; and Schneider, 99-131. 
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offensive behavior of sacrificing to foreign gods. As a result, God punishes them through 

desert nomadic tribes from Midian. Amalek, and KedCJD who attack the Israelites, pillage 

the Ian~ and make their harvest fruitless. Following the pattern of the Judges cycles, the 

Israelites then ask God for help. First, God sends a prophet to admonish them for 

worshiping the Amorite gods (Judg 6:8-1 O); then God sends Gideon to defeat the enemy 

and save the Israelites. 

Amit points out that the Gideon cycle contains two sections: Judges 6:11-7:14 

presents a wonder-filled story of the events before Gideon leads the Israelites to victory 

over the Midianites, and Judges 7:1S-8:3S tells a tale of a bold, victorious leader who 

needs no miracles. Amit observes that in the first section "Gideon is portrayed as a 

coward requiring divine support," and in the second section "Gideon is displayed u a 

charismatic leader. ,,49 

When Gideon first appears, an angel from God appears to him while be hides 

wheat from the Midianites in a winepress. The angel's first words explicate Gideon's 

heroic character: "'"ti~ iJP. "1"" "Adonai is with you, heroic warrior" (Judg 6:12). The 

phrase ""ti .,~ by itself denotes a powerful wanior. According to the Theological 

Dictionary of the Old Testament: 

Sometimes it is difficult to find the correct meaning of gibbor chayil, because the 
word. •.. chayil, can have different meanings. It can mean strength (general, of a 
warrior, of military forces), ability (in war and in some vocation), or wealth 
(possessions), but the meaning must be determined by the context Thus a gibbor 
chayil can be a wealthy man (1 S. 9:1; 2 K. 15:20), a rich landowner (Ruth 2:1), 
or an able man in any respect, especially with regard to work (Jeroboam I, 1 K. 
11 :28).50 

49 Amit, 522. 
so G. Johannes Botterweck and Helmer Rin~ Theological Dictionary of the Old 
Testament (Grand Rapids: William 8. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1974) vol. 2, s. v. 
"gibbor chayil." 
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Both words can mean "strength" or "hero" and the word ~ has many meanings and can 

lead to difficulties in translating. 

Shmuel Levinstam points out that the word ~i:t can be used to represent leaders of 

the people, as described in Exodus 18:21-22, when Jethro tells Moses to: 

seek out from among all the people capable men [~...,~] who fear God, 
trustworthy men who spurn ill-gotten gain. Set these over them as chiefs of 
thousands, hwidreds, fifties, and tens, and let them judge the people at all times. 51 

This section is also appropriate for studying Judges because of the use of the verb ~f;>~ 

for "and let them judge," which comes from the same root as the word O!>"l~.52 Jethro's 

instructions to Moses demonstrate the relationship between being a capable man and 

being a chieftain. Gideon's status as both, therefore, serves to strengthen his 

characterization as a chieftain who is a heroic warrior. 

The use of the definite article makes Gideon's standing unique, as it does not 

appear in other occurrences of this phrase in the Bible. Here, ~v ,1~ possibly means 

•'the mightiest hero," if the hey is a superlative indicator. This would denote that the 

choice of Gideon from among the Menassites was an easy choice to make. But when the 

mightiest hero has God on his side as ~ :t1rr points out, there is nothing that can stop 

him. 

Though Gideon is assured that God is with him, he is also characterized by fear. 

His fear first manifests itself when Gideon asks for a sign that he is speaking to God 

(Judges 6: 17-18). Asking for signs occurs three times within the first section of the 

51 JPS, 153. See also Shmuel Ephraim Levinstam, 'Entsiqlopidiii Miqra 7t (Jerusalem: 
Bialik Institute, 1976), ••biiyil." 
52 BDB, I 047. 
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Gideon narrative (Judg 6:17-18, 36-37, 39). These pleas for proof illustrate his inability 

to completely trust in God, which is most evident during Gideon's call (Judg 6: 11-24). 

The call of Gideon follows a typical pattern for prophetic call narratives. Here, 

after an angel appears and speaks to him, Gideon asks for a sign that it is really an angel. 

When the sign appears, fire from the angel's staff consumes an offering Gideon sets out, 

and "Gideon saw that it was an angel of Adonai" (Judg 6:17-22), but is scared. Finally, 

God comforts him, and he begins to do what the angel tells him. Amit calls this: 

a stereotypic scene composed of seven stages: meeting (vv. 11-13), presentation 
of the mission (v. 14), refusal (v. 15), encomagement (v. 16), request for and 
giving of a sign (vv. 17-22), acknowledgement and fear (v. 23), and further 
encouragement (v. 24). 53 

Though Gideon's call is a typical calling, the Bible never calls Gideon a prophet. 

While prophets are known to execute God's commands with a modicum of doubt,54 

Gideon is marked by constant doubt. Robert G. Boling refers to this scene as "the only 

early narrative in the book where Yahweh speaks directly to a protagonist or to Israel. "55 

He also says Gideon's conversation reveals his difficulty in understanding that he was 

speaking to G~ which foreshadows later problems in the book of Judges.56 Perhaps this 

exchange also serves to exhibit the fear of Gideon's character, while showing that Gideon 

has within him the ability to be a hero capable of great achievements. 

After the angel causes fire to consume his sacrifice, Gideon is told by God, "Do 

not be afraid" (Judg 6:22), which according to Alter's scale of reliability means he must 

have been fearful or God would not have spoken to him as such. Though speech from 

53 Amit, 523 (boldface mine). 
54 Seethe calls ofMoses (Exod 3:11-13; 4:1, 10, 13), Jeremiah{Jer 1:6), and Jonah (Jon 
1 :3). 
ss Boling, 129 n 1. 
56 Boling, 129. 
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one character to another is the third most reliable type of statement on Alter's scale, 

God's speech should be considered more reliable than other characters. 

The next example of Gideon's trepidation occurs when God tells Gideon to tear 

down the altar to Baal in his father's house, which he does. But the text says: "Gideon 

took ten of his servants and did as Adonai had told him. but he was afraid of his father's 

house and the townspeople to do it by day. so he did it by night" (Judg 6:27). Since 

God's command included nothing about time of day to take actio~ he could perform his 

obligation at night and fulfill both his need to obey God and his need to avoid discovery. 

Alter's scale of means would declare this assessment completely reliable, because the 

narrator explicitly states Gideon's action and fear. Ergo, fearing both the divine and the 

hum~ Gideon is depicted as an all-around coward. 

The following section provides another example of Gideon's fear of the public, 

when the townspeople discover the des1royed altar and ask who tore it down (Judg 6:28-

29). Gideon's father Joash tells them in a scolding manner that they should never have 

built this altar in the first place. He states: "Do you contend for Baal? Do you deliver 

him? Whoever contends for him will be dead by morning! If he is a god, let him contend 

for himself, since his altar has been tom down" (Judg 6:31). Note that the people are not 

told this by Gideon. Instead, Joash, Gideon's father, scolds the people and challenges 

Baal on behalf of Gideon. Joash's statement uses the root :1,, for contending three times, 

which leads naturally into giving Gideon the name "Jerubaal," meaning "Let Baal 

contend with himself' (Juclg 6:32). Gideon remains silent during this entire scene, even 

during his renaming. He hides behind his father, afraid to confront the people and scold 
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them himself. Gideon appears as a non•player in this scene, yet he comes out a changed 

man with a new name. 

A fourth noticeable indication of Gideon's cowardly nature occurs before 

Gideon's forces attack the Midianites. God recognizes Gideon's fearful nature and 

attempts to reassure him. God tells Gideon: "If you are afraid to go down, go down with 

Purah your boy to the camp and listen to what they say. after that your hand will be 

strengthened to go down against the camp" (Judg 7:10-11). Immediately, Gideon does 

exactly as God says, and takes Purah to listen to the Midianite soldier's dream (Judg 

7:11-15). Gideon's action allows for the assumption that he is truly afraid. However, 

because making assumptions provides the least reliable means of assessing a character, 

Gideon's action simply emphasizes God's words to Gideon that point out his fear. 

Gideon's fear and need for reassurance contrast with his propensity to take action. 

When Gideon first appears, he hides wheat in a winepress so that the Midianites will not 

find the produce. lbis act makes him appear enterprising. As the rest of the town cries 

to Adonai for help (Judg 6:6), Gideon takes action so that even if the Midianites destroy 

the fields, his family will have some wheat hidden away to help them survive. 

Gideon again appears as a man of action when he encounters the people of 

Succoth and Penuel while chasing the Midianite kings Zebah and Zalmuna. After the 

officials of both of these cities refuse to nourish his men, Gideon threatens to thrash the 

men of Succoth with briars and to tear down the tower at Penuel (Judg 8:5-9). By 

carrying out his threats, he demonstrates his ability to act (Judg 8: 16-17), all the more so 

when considering that be tortures a young boy to get information about who makes the 

decisions in Succoth (]wig 8:14). 
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Another example of his willingness to act transpires when Gideon and his men 

catch up to Zebah and Zalmuna. Gideon receives credit for smiting the camp and for 

chasing the two kings when they flee. The narrator reports: 

Gideon went up the road of the tent dwellers, from the east to Nobah and 
Jogbehah, and smote the camp, and the camp was secure. Zebah and Zalmwma 
fled, and he chased after them, captured Zebah and Zalmunna, the two kings of 
Midian (Judg 8: l 1-12). 

Gideon also kills Zebah and Zalmuna and takes their camels' medallions as trophies 

(Judg 8:18-21). Jeter, Gideon's son, serves as a contrast to Gideon's active participation, 

because of Jeter's inability to kill the two kings (Judg 8:20). When Gideon slays the two 

men, he single-handedly ends the Midianite regime. His son's inaction in this episode 

highlights Gideon as the only one who could succeed in defeating Midian. 

The most significant example of Gideon's inclination toward action takes place 

when he summons the Israelites against the Midianites in Judges 6:34-35. After "the 

spirit of Adona.i enveloped Gideon" (Judg 6:34),57 he blows his horn and summons the 

Abiezrite forces. 58 Gideon remains unsatisfied with the nwnber of men he has mustered, 

and he sends messengers throughout Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali. When 

embraced with the spirit of God. he summons thirty-two thousand soldiers to face the 

Midianites, establishing himself as a hero willing to work to accomplish his goals. 

Gideon's skill as a strategist is the characteristic that helps him with such 

accomplishments. The two major examples of Gideon's tactical prowess are the battle 

scene (Judg 7:15-25), and the confrontation with the Ephramites (Judg 8:1~3). 

57 The significance of this phrase will be discussed in chapter four. 
58 It would be interesting to know the nwnber Gideon summoned with the blast from his 
horn when inspired by God's power. Three hundred would be a likely guess, which is the 
amount God wanted Gideon to send against his enemies, but the text does not give a 
number here. 
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The battle scene stands out as one of the climactic portions of the Gideon 

nanative. In this scene, he devises a clever plan for his three hundred men to defeat the 

Midianites. He has his men surround the camp, smash fire-filled jars and scream to 

deceive the Midianites into believing they are surrounded (Judg 7:1~20). When Gideon 

and his men carry out his plan, the narrator points out: ••Adonai turned every man's sword 

against his neighbor" (Judg 7:22), indicating that God defeats the Midianites regardless 

of Gideon's skill as a strategist. Gideon's facility with military maneuvers comes into 

play at the end of the battle scene, when the Midianites disperse and he has the Israelites 

cut off their water supply as they give chase to Oreb and Zeeb (Judg 7:24-25). 

The next episode begins with another example of Gideon's skill as a strategist. 

When confronted by the men of Ephraim who ask why they were not invited to the battle 

against the Midianites, Gideon instantly soothes them with well-crafted words. He asks: 

"Now, what have I done like you? Aren't Ephraim's gleanings better than Abiezer's 

vintage! In your hand God has placed the Midianite generals Oreb and Zeeb, and what 

was I able to do like you?" (Jwig 8:2-3). With his words he makes the Ephramites feel 

like their glory is greater than his own, proving that his ability to strategize applies to his 

cunning linguistics in addition to his battlefield abilities. Perhaps Gideon also realizes 

the validity of his statement, as his character goes through a significant change at this 

point. He ceases to be a passive participant in the events of the story, and he joins his 

men in their pursuit of Zebah and Zal.muna, as the text explains he goes with the three 

hundred men across the Jordan to pursue the Midianite kings (Jucig 8:4). Crossing the 

Jordan also indicates that a transformation is taking place, as crossing a body of water is 
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an indicator of significant change in ancient narratives. 59 The rest of the Gideon narrative 

demonstrates a transfonnation of character within Gideon. 

Toe very wording of this section points to the dynamic nature of Gideon's 

character, marking him as going through a personal transformation. After the Ephramites 

rebuke Gideon, the text adds the phrase: ~ ~"!-:, :il?,:tt3, ''they contended with him 

strongly" (Judg 8: I). That the Bible describes again what has just happened makes the 

reader acutely aware of the seemingly superfluous phrase. The contending they do, using 

the word ~"!~, plays on Gideon's second name Jerubaal. This is the first time the root :l., 

is used since Gideon receives the alias Jerubaal and the last time it appears in the Gideon 

narrative. This well-placed pun helps to foreshadow Gideon's alteration. From this point 

on, Gideon is the main agent for the action of the text. 

Another indication of Gideon's transformation can be seen in the contrast 

between his statement to the angel in Judges 6:13 and to the Israelites in Judges 8:23. 

When the angel tells him God is with ~ Gideon responds almost sarcastically, though 

politely. By saying: "Adonai is with us?" (Judg 6:13), he ignores the angel's greeting in 

the second person singular and responds in first person plural. The use of plural seems to 

indicate his desire to be immersed in the community. At this poin~ he considers himself 

a part of the whole. Later, Gideon responds to the Israelites' request to lead them, 

saying: "I will not rule over you. Neither I nor my son will rule over you, Adonai will 

rule over you" (Judg 8:23). The use of the words "over you" in his declaration shows a 

change in his opinion of his role in the community at the beginning of his story. In this 

59 For biblical examples, see Gen 32:23-31, Exod 14:21-31, Josh 3:14-17, 2 King 2:8-14, 
and others. In other literature, see Joseph Conrad, The Heart of Darkness; Homer, The 
llliad, Book XXII; and William Shakespeare, The Tempest. 
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later passage saying "over you," indicates that he now considers himself above or 

separate from the community. 

Gideon's disposition has changed considerably by the time he confronts Zebah 

and Zalmuna, and his new opinion of his rank will be his undoing. Gideon's downfall 

begins when he believes too strongly in his power as a heroic wanior. After his refusal to 

lead Israel as king, he builds an ephod out of the gold he takes from his men's booty 

(Judg 8:24-27). As Gideon's story comes to a close, he constructs what becomes an idol 

to the Israelites, so he embodies that which he was fighting against. Thus, idols flank the 

Gideon story: one that he destroys at his father's house and one that he builds when he 

has a household of his own. 

Though his transformation causes bis downfal~ the reactions of several characters 

at the end of the narrative reveal another important trait: leadership. In Judges 8:23 

Gideon speaks gallantly and does not accept full responsibility for the victory over the 

Midianites or Israel's rule after it. However, that the Israelite warriors would willingly 

give him part of their spoils shows that they do see him as a leader. Though he has gone 

through a considerable change in personality, his leadership is constant. 

The kings of Midian, Zebah and z.almWJa, further reveal Gideon's leadership. 

When Gideon asks them what the men they killed at Tabor look like,60 they tell him, 

"Like you is like them as one, in the fonn of sons ofa king," (Judg 8:18), This statement 

falls relatively low on Alter's scale of reliability, but if they looked like kings' sons, then 

so did Gideon. Amit points out that ~'their behavior is opposite that of Succotb and 

60 The events at Tabor are not mentioned in the Bible. 
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Penuel,"61 who do not treat Gideon with respect due to a leader. This distinguishes 

Zebah and Zalmuna's answer as highlighting Gideon's leadership ability, which is also a 

change from his character at the beginning of his tale. Boling suggests that at this point 

Gideon has '11Surped Yahweh's executive prerogative,'.62 elevating himself above the 

level of the earthly kings of Midian, and the King of Kings, even though he refuses to 

officially rule over Israel after Zebah and Zalmuna are dead (Judg 8:22). 

After thi~ Gideon names his son Abimelec~ which means "My father is king," 

(Judg 8:31 ). This hardly seems like an appropriate name for the son of a man who would 

rather have God rule over the Israelites than a king of t1esh and blood. Abimelech is 

mentioned because of his role as a minor chieftain in Judges 9. According to Boling: 

"The name occurs thirty-one times in [Judges 9,] strongly implying the narrator's 

contempt for its bearer. ,t63 The narrator's disdain for the character and Abimelech's own 

violent behavior reflect poorly on Gideon's reputation. 

Though Gideon may have sired a disreputable son, he dies with little commotion. 

The phrase that describes his death: "Gideon son of Joash died at a good old age, and was 

buried in the tomb of Joash his father at Ophrah of the Abiezrites" (Judg 8:32), indicates 

that his death was peaceful, and that he was honored at the time of his death as a leader.64 

As a dynamic character Gideon at first exhibits fear, then he transforms into a 

man of action, strategy and leadership. In the beginning Gideon fears both God and his 

61 Amit, 528n. 
62 Boling, Judges, 157. 
63 Boling, The Harper Collins Study Bible, (San Francisco: HarperCollins, 1997), 384n. 
64 K. Koch, Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co, 2003), vol. 12, s.v. "qeber." See also Elizabeth Bloch-Smith, 
The Anchor Bible Dictionary (New York: Doubleday, 1992), vol. 1, s.v. "Burial"; and 
Kent Harold Richards, The Anchor Bible Dictionary, vol. 2, s.v. "Death." 
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own abilities. Later, as a man of action, he spends much of his time doing that which he 

could have others do for him, and his military and political strategic ability allows God to 

use him to lead Israel to victory over Midian. 

C. Samson65 

Samson is associated with uncontrollable rage, great strength, and an equally 

great weakness for women. His mental prowess is usually not noted, though his 

propensity for riddles, competition, and creativity prevails throughout much of the text. 

God uses him as a tool against the Philistines. which serves as the backing for all of his 

actions in his violent and often bawdy story. 

Samson is the last of the chieftains whose stories occur in the book of Judges, and 

he portrays the demise of the chieftain system. His story diverges from those of other 

leaders in that he acts alone as opposed to working as a commander of troops.66 The 

Samson narrative follows Samson as he battles a lion, bees, and many men with both his 

muscles and his mind. Along the way, he has affairs with three women. He marries one 

in Timnah, and the wedding companions given to him upset him enough to start the 

vengeance that prevails throughout the account. Each time Samson does something to 

the Philistines, they try to exact revenge on him; each time it backfires until they finally 

capture him. His tale, according to K. Lawson Younger, presents "a cycle of revenge 

65 Research used to infonn this section includes Brettler, 4~60; James L. Crenshaw, 
Samson: A Secret Betrayed, a Vow Ignored (Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1978); Klein, 
109-139; Dennis T. Olson, 843-862; Schneider, 193-227; and Yair Zakovich, Life of 
Samson (Judges 13-16): A Critical-Literary Analysis (Jerusalem: Magnes Press, 1982). 
66 Amit, 539n. 
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with escalating violence between Samson and the Philistines.',e,7 Samson's death ends 

this cycle, creating a tidal wave of destruction that leaves many Philistines dead in its 

wake (Judg 14-16). 

Samson's major characteristic is his strength. Again and again, throughout the 

story the narrator describes him doing amazing feats of strength. In Judges 14, he makes 

three trips to see the Philistine woman he marries and he perf onns three feats of stren~ 

though only the last harms the Philistines. First, he kills a lion with his bare hands (Judg 

14:6). Next, he takes honey from a swann of bees, with no concern for the bees' ability 

to harm him (Judg 14:8-9). After this, he kills thirty men with bis bare bands to take their 

clothing (Judg 14:19). Samson later kills one thousand Philistines using only the 

jawbone of an ass as a weapon after breaking through ropes with which he is bound (Judg 

15:14-15). He also rips the gate to Gaza off of its hinges and carries it up a mountain 

(Judg 16:3). Finally, he repeatedly frees himself from being bound by Delilah while she 

tries to determine his weakness (Judg 16:9, 12, 14). 

His greatest feat of strength also indicates his last, when he tears down the 

Temple to Dagon: 

Samson grasped the two central pillars that the house rested on, and leaned on 
them, one on his right and one on his left. Samson said, "Let my soul die with the 
Philistines!" and he stretched out with power, and the house fell on the lords and 
on all the people in it (Judg 16:29-JOa). 

Samson's entire life exhibits great stren~ but his strength does not derive from his own 

power. Samson's strength comes directly from God. Samson's displays of power against 

the lion, the thirty men of Ashkelon, and the thousand men at Lehi are preceded by the 

67 Younger, The New Oxford Annotated Bible (New York: Oxford University Press, 
200 I), 3 79n. 
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phrase: •~e spirit of Adonai possessed him" (Judg 14:6, 19; 15:14). This phrase, or one 

like it, occurs in the stories of many biblical heroes, including Joseph (Gen 41:38), 

Balaam (Num 24:2), Gideon (Judg 6:34), Jephthah (Judg 11 :29), and David (1 Sam 

16:13, 10:6; 2 Sam 23:2).68 Samson's feats of strength happen most often when God's 

spirit comes upon him (Judg 14:6, 19; 15:14). The frequency of God's spirit possessing 

Samson shows that Samson operates under the divine will, reminding the reader that 

Samson serves as a tool used by God. 69 

In addition to God's spirit, another source of Samson's strength comes from his 

hair. Samson's unshorn hair gives him his might (Judg 16:17), and he does not cut bis 

hair because he is a Nazirite (Judg 13:5). Though it is not the hair itself that endows 

Samson with strength, his long hair is a sign that he is a holy ma11; dedicated to God and 

therefore able to receive God's spirit. In Judges 13, his parents Manoah and his wife 

(who remains unnamed), are met by an angel. The chapter goes to great lengths to 

remind the reader that he is a Nazirite, dedicated to God from birth. 70 Three times the 

angel mentions that Samson must avoid grape products, intoxicants, and anything 

uncl~ and that his mother must even avoid these things during pregnancy. Also, the 

68 See chapter four for a more in-depth look at "spirit of God." 
69 Amit, 541n. See also Judg 14:4 and Boling, 394n. 
70 Laws regarding Nazirites can be found in Numbers 6:1-21. The Nazirite may neither 
drink wine nor wine product, and he may not eat grapes or grape product (vv. 3-4). He 
may neither shave nor trim his hair (v. 5), and he may not go near a dead body, even a 
family member (vv. 6-7). The difference between Samson and the Numbers Nazirites is 
that in Numbers the Nazirite is consecrated to God for a limited amount of time. Though 
the exact time of service is unspecified in Numbers, there is a ritual described for the end 
of a person's term as a Nazirite. In contrast, Samson• s service to God lasts from birth to 
death (Jdg 13 :7) and therefore he is never to cut his hair nor partake in intoxicants, any 
grape products, or anything impure. 
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angel tells her once that a razor may never touch his head, because of his role as a 

Nazirite to God (Judg 13:5). 

Though Samson never touches anything intoxicating, he does have a vice that 

becomes his demise, and his tale begins with this weakness. Samson first takes center 

stage when a Philistine woman catches his eye (Judg 14:1). She, like his mother, is never 

named by the narrator.71 His interest in women receives primacy in his story, and it will 

eventually bring him to ruin. Samson's weakness leads to instances of great anger in him 

and great suffering for the Philistines, but as the narrator explains: "it was from Adonai, 

because it was an opportunity He was seeking against the Philistines" (Judg 14:4). 

When the Philistines cannot solve Samson's riddle, they send bis new wife to 

wrest the answer from him, but she does not simply ask him to tell her the answer. She 

tells him: "You just hate me, you don't love me. You propounded a riddle to my 

countrymen, and you did not conspire with me," (Judg 14:16). Just as she does not ask 

him flatly for the answer, he does not flatly tell her "no." He tells her: "Behold, I did not 

tell my father and mother, and you I will tell?" (Judg 14:17). Eventually, he does tell her, 

and she betrays him by telling his wedding companions. This scene foreshadows his 

escapades with Delilah, as the reader knows at this point that a woman can bring him 

down, no matter how crafty he is being with his words. 

The next woman in the Samson narrative is a whore in Gaza (Judg 16:l). Though 

it might seem shocking to a modem reader to have the hero of a story sleeping with a 

prostitute with no repercussions, Amit explains that the Bible "does not flinch from the 

71 Of course, this is typical for women in the Bible. Nonnally pointing this out would 
demonstrate a modem thinking imposed on a biblical character, but for Samson it shows 
something a little different. Of the four women in his story, including his mother, only 
Delilah receives a name. See also below. 
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human aspect and has no difficulty describing Samson ... visiting a whore."72 This brief 

scene is the only time a woman does not cause Samson to be defeated, though the 

Philistines seem to believe he is at a weak point, since they set an ambush for him. 

Though the ambush fails, it illustrates that the Philistines are aware of Samson's Achilles' 

heel. which they use against him successfully with the help of Delilah. 

Delilah is the third woman in the Samson narrative, but she is different than the 

; other two, not in her behavior or loyalties-in these aspects she is the same as his wife--
-; 

i but in the way Samson feels about her. The narrator states that "he loved a woman in the 
J 

j Wadi Sorek, named Delilah" (Judg 16:4). Stating Delilah's name signals that something 
I 

will be different about her regarding how she affects Samson. Once Samson's feelings 

are known to the reader, the Philistines immediately ask Delilah to trick Samson, using 

the verb ~l:'9, "persuade," which is the same verb used when Samson's wedding 

companions demand that his wife find the answer to the riddle from him (Judg 16:5; 

14:15). Since a woman's persuasion has worked on him in the past, Delilah's potential to 

have power over him does not come as a surprise. Use of the same word for persuasion 

from an early episode strengthens such a foreshadowing. That Delilah would so quickly 

agree to betray Samson indicates that she may not be trusted. Her words to Samson will 

be manipulative throughout her action in the story, and his love for this woman will bring 

him to ruin. 73 

Delilah's success does not come easily. She must press Samson until he finally 

gives in. The word used to describe her pestering, n~,c:,, is the same word used to 

describe the nagging done by his wife in Timnah (Judg 16:16; 14:17). Again, the 

72Amit, Reading Biblical Narratives, 1. 
73 Amit, Jewish Study Bible, 544; see also Boling, 396-397. 
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parallels between Delilah and the Timnite woman are striking. Blinded by his love for 

Delilah, Samson tells her everything. Samson discloses the truth so thoroughly, the text 

says three times that Samson ''told her all his heart/' twice in the narrator's words and 

once in Delilah's (Judg 16:17-18). Delilah breaks down his defenses in a way only she 

could have done. She knew she had his heart because he loved her, so he opened his 

heart to her, only to be betrayed for eleven hundred pieces of silver. Symbolic of his 

blindness to her, Samson's eyes are gouged out by the Philistines when they discover his 

weakness and capture him (Judg 16:21 ). The great irony of this situation is that while 

Samson's weakness for women destroys him, many Philistines will perish because of his 

destruction (Judg 16:30). 

Even though he can be defeated, Samson• s character is full of strength of body 

and spirit. He is equally fierce in his playfulness and his rage, and until he asks God 

directly for strength (Judg 16:28), his power comes to him when God chooses. Samson 

uses his strength for a variety of~ most of which are to cause death and destruction 

to the Philistines. He also uses his wit to taunt them, usually with terse and clever poetry 

(Judg 14:14, 19; 15:16), and then he uses his physical strength to destroy them (Judg 

16:30). All of this destruction is in God's desi~ as the text explains from the start that 

Samson, the hero and judge of Israel for twenty years (Judg 15:20; 16:31), is no more 

than a tool to do God's will against the Philistines (Judg 14:4). 

Marked with combinations of poetry and prose, the Samson narrative crafts a tale 

about a strong yet sensitive hero. The statement at the end of Judges 15 and 16 that "He 

judged Israel [in the days of the Philistines] for twenty years" (Judg 15:20; 16:31 ), seems 

surprising because of the solo nature of his adventures. However, the repetition makes it 
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clear that Samson was more than a strong arm to the Israelites. He was a gift from God, 

there to save the people from the tyranny of the Philistines, and to lead them for twenty 

years during difficult times. That the statement occurs twice also serves as a frame for 

the last chapter of the Samson narrative, calling special attention to the Gazite whore, to 

Delilah's betrayal, and to his self-sacrifice in the Philistine temple. It is also fitting that a 

Nazirite, one dedicated to service to G~ would die destroying a temple to a false god. 

This fits the theological message of the book of Judges as a whole, illustrating the need to 

wipe out the false gods and return the Israelites to Temple worship. Both the false god 

and the last chieftain are devastated simultaneously, showing that neither false gods nor 

any rulers besides the monarchs would be acceptable in Israel. 

D. An Introduction to the Books of Kings 

The stories involving Elijah and Elisha overlap and are contained in the books of 

Kings. The two books contain a modified history of the period spanning the time of King 

Solomon to the time of the Babylonian exile, roughly the tenth to sixth centwies BCE. 74 

Ziony Zevit divides the two books into three sections: 1) the story of Solomon, 2) the 

account of nearly two centuries of divided monarchy until the Assyrian destruction of the 

Northern Kingdom, and 3) the defeat of the Southern Kingdom, ending with the 

destruction of the Temple in 586 BCE. The plot develops synchronically as the stories of 

both kingdoms evolve in tandem, referring to the other as a guide and linguistic marker 

whenever a new king takes the crown. 75 As the books of Kings progress, the prophets 

74 Walter Dietrich, "1 and 2 Kings," The Oxford Bible Commentary, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2001), 232. 
75 Zevit, 668. 

35 

I 



become the protagonists and the kings become the antagonists, as is evident in how Elijah 

and Elisha narratives deal with royalty, especially Ahab and Jezebel. 

Though written as a history and using historical data to give life to the text, the 

books of Kings are ideological in nature, presenting the opinion that the Temple houses 

the only valid place for Israel to worship, and that Y ahwistic worship exemplifies the 

only acceptable fonn of reverence. The books impart the authors' views on politics and 

religion and the interweaving of the two, as is the case for the book of Judges, as stated 

above. Kings is a Deuteronomistic tex4 meaning it adheres to the views stated in the 

book of Deuteronomy, and so the reader should expect that those characters who follow 

the Deuteronomistic tradition will be lauded while those who do not will be punished. 76 

The Elisha and Elijah narratives occur during the stories of the reigns of Ahab, 

Ahazi~ Jeboram, and Joash of Israel, and Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joram, and Jehu of Judah. 

As the narratives of the kings intermingle with the narratives of the prophets, the text 

becomes a sort of didactic historiography, switching between the deeds of the prophets 

and the villainy of the kings. Though the prophets do not have direct contact with all of 

the kings who reign while their stories transpire, the narrator maintains an awareness of 

the kings of Israel as bis heroes' episodes take place. 

E. Elijah77 

76 Dietrich, 232-234. See also Martin A. Cohen, "In All Fairness to Ahab," Eretz Yisrael, 
vol. 12. 
77 Research used to infonn this section includes Mordechai Cogan, / Kings (New York: 
Doubleday, 2001), 424-458, 475-486; Mordechai Cogan and Hayim Tad.more, 2 Kings, 
(New York: Doubleday, 1988); Volkmar Fritz, Anselm Hagedorn, translator, J & 2 
Kings: A Continental Commentary (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2003), 181-201, 228-
240; Gwilym H. Jones, The New Century Bible Commentary: J and 2 Kings, Volume JI 
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Elijah's story takes place within the text from 1 Kings 17:1 to 2 Kings 2:1 l. His 

adventures are episodic, presented in bits and pieces. highlighting miracles he perfonns 

and confrontations he has with Ahab and Jezebel and her god. Elijah typifies the 

righteous prophet, wandering from place to place as he uses his miraculous powers and 

creatively works miracles for those in need. He leads other prophets. and all that he 

prophesies comes true. He personifies the struggle between God and Baal, establishing 

himself as the one true prophet, and Adonai as the one true God. 

The Elijah story begins with him delivering a prophecy to Ahab, instead of with a 

call narrative or introduction typical of the literary prophets. There is no mention of his 

genealogy and not a word by the narrator affirming him as a prophet of Israel. He is 

introduced as "Elijah the Tishbite, from the sojourners of Gilead" (1 Kgs 17:1). This 

in1roduction presents a play on words between bis stated place of ori~ .. ~., and the 

word ~;)~, used for "sojoumer''78 of Gilead. The double use of the word for both a 

specific place from which Elijah came and to describe the type of person tiom whom he 

came speaks volumes to the type of character Elijah portrays in his story. He will never 

live permanently in any place. but he will only dwell there temporarily, soon to move on 

to where God tells him to go or where he is needed next The twofold word use alerts the 

reader to the wandering nature of the Elijah texts that follow. Elijah moves from place to 

(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerd.mans Publ. Co, 1984), 301-336, 375--450; Choon-Leong 
Show, The New Interpreter's Bible: A Commentary in Twelve Volumes (Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 1998), vol. III, 125-145, 157-160, 171-177;andJeromeT. Walsi\Berit 
O/am: Studies in Hebrew Narrative and Poetry: J Kings (Collegeville: The Liturgical 
Press, 2000), 225-289, 328-341, 368-375. 
78 Often translated as "resident alien" when combined with~, as in Oen 23:4; Lev 25:35; 
and Num 35:15. See 1 Chr 29:15 for an example of one who is from another land but 
resides with God. BDB describes this kind of sojourner as ''of a more temporary and 
dependent kind than the.,~ (with which it is often joined)" (444). 
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place, working miracles, helping Israelites in need, and prophesying against Ahab, 

Jezebel, and the Baalists, the enemies oflsrael. 

Though Elijah's origins are mysterious, other characters heed his prophesy, and 

bis validity as a prophet is proven throughout his wanderings via the way others treat 

him. The narrator shows Elijah's validity as a prophet when God appears before him 

immediately after his first prophesy. Elijah appears as a man in partnership with God, 

both in his words of declaration that God is "the God of Israel before whom I stand" (1 

Kgs 17:1), and in God's speech to him, in which God tells Elijah to go and be sustained 

by ravens. The need for miraculous sustenance implies that the drought will surely 

happen, and God will supply Elijah with food and water. The text further elucidates 

Elijah's reputation as a man of God several times throughout his story. 

The first happens after performing miracles for the widow of Zarephath,. she says 

to him: ''Now this I know: that you are a man of God and that the word of Adonai in your 

mouth is truth" (I Kgs 17:24). When Elijah meets King Ahab's steward, be immediately 

recognizes and reveres Elijah. Obadiah calls him "my lord," and makes a verbose 

complaint about what the king may do to him should Elijah disappear (1 Kgs 18;7-15). 

Both of these instances serves as examples of the fourth most reliable means on Alter's 

scale, but other examples that support this strengthen the case for Elijah's status. Lower 

on the scale of means, the many words Obadiah uses show Obadiah in a panic around 

such a venerated figure, especially the repeated phrase "he will kill me" (1 Kgs 18:12, 

14). Another assumption marking Elijah's leadership comes when Ahab calls him "my 

enemy" (l Kgs 21 ;20). Ahab serves as the text's antagoni~ and much of Elijah's 

struggle comes from exchanges with this idolatrous king. The ideology of the text 
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presents Ahab as the negative example, therefore when he calls Elijah "my enemy," the 

text implies a rising in stature of Elijah. Though such an assertion qualifies as the least 

reliable on Alter's scale. this treatment paints Elijah with almost royal colors, as a servant 

of the king of kings more powerful than a king of Israel. A more reliable statement 

comes from his servant Elisha. who calls out "My father, my father," when he is taken 

away (2 Kgs 2:12). This does not mean that Elisha literally considers Elijah as his 

surrogate parent, but it is a statement of esteem. Such a statement from someone who 

works closely with Elijah bolsters his reputation as a respected man of God. 79 

Whether or not his abilities are reputed, Elijah is a powerful prophet, with the 

capability to make miracles, as granted by God. He can make flour and oil not run out (1 

Kgs 17:14-16), bring the dead back to life (I Kgs 17:20-23), run faster than a chariot (1 

Kgs 18:46), call fire down from heaven (l Kgs 18:38; 2 Kgs 1:10, 12), split the Jordan 

river (2 Kgs 2:8), and what he prophesies always comes true (1 Kgs 20:21-24; 2 King 

1:16--17; et al). Each time he works a miracle, God lets him know that he will be 

successful (l Kgs 17:9), he specifically asks God to help him (I Kgs 17:20; 18:36-37), or 

God's band grants him power (1 Kgs 18:46). His abilities serve as the vehicle that drives 

much of the plot of the Elijah narrative, and they characterize him as a miracle worker. 

Elijah's most impressive miracle occurs on Mt. Carmel. His defeat of the 

worshippers of Baal parallels the theological message of the text that Adonai surpasses 

any other gods, (which are in fact false gods.) He demonstrates the power of Adonai by 

stacking the contest against himself. He gives the Baalists more time to offer their 

sacrifice, he lets them choose their bull, and he douses his own sacrifice with water ( 1 

79 Paul J. Kissling, Reliable Characters in the Primary History: Profiles of Moses, 
Joshua, Elijah. and Elisha (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996), 159. 
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Kgs 18:25-35). When his offering brings down fire from heaven. he proves God's power 

over Baal to all the Israelites who "saw and fell on their faces and said, 'Adonai is God, 

Adonai is God!"' (1 Kgs 18:39). 

Parallels to the Moses narrative further demonstrate Elijah's reputation as a 

leader. Elijah's journey to Mt. Horeb takes forty days and nights, during which time 

Elijah does not eat, as does Moses' journey up Mt. Sinai ( 1 Kgs 19:8). 80 Another, more 

subtle parallel between Elijah and Moses is the appointing of a mtzf, an "attendant/' to 

serve and eventually replace the prophet (1 Kgs 19:21 ). 81 This type of attendant does not 

just wait on the master; he serves a higher purpose. like angels ministering to God or a 

chief attendant to a king. Francis Brown gives "Joshua as chief assistant to Moses. Elisha 

to Elijah" as examples of mm, showing that the two relationships are parallel in 

characterization. 82 Paralleling Moses shows that Elijah serves as a major hero of the 

biblical text and leader of the Israelites. Moses' reputation as a great prophet extends to 

the Talmud, which in Pirkei A vot 1: I asserts: "Moses received the tradition from God on 

Mt. Sinai." The passing of tradition in this tractate serves to justify the Rabbis' authority 

regarding the interpretation of Torah. 83 By using Moses to validate themselves, they 

show that Moses is regarded as a central prophet. Similarly. citing the parallels to Moses, 

though low on Alter's scale, shows his importance to the text. 

While Elijah parallels Moses, he stands out against the idolatrous Jezebel, 

specifically regarding the end of his time on earth. It is difficult to call this scene 

80 See also Exod 34:28, Deut 9:9, and others. 
81 See also Exod 24:13, Num 11:28, and others. 
82 Francis Brown, The Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon {Peabody: 
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1996), 1058. 
83 Leonard Kravitz and Kerry M. Olitzky, Pirlcei Avot: A Modern Commentary on Jewish 
Ethics (New York: UAHC Press, 1993), 1. 
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''Elijah's death" because the Bible never says he dies, it never says he was buried with his 

fathers, nor does it use any other common biblical euphemism for one's life force leaving 

the body. When he is summoned to Heaven, God sends horses and a chariot of fire to 

collect Elijah. An important note about his death is that there is no burial, because his 

body goes up to Heaven, and cannot be found by the servants who go and look for it (2 

Kgs 2: 11, 16-18). This is a colossal contrast between Elijah and Jezebel. Jezebel is 

cursed by Elij~ saying: "The dogs will devour Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, there 

will be no burial," (1 Kgs 21:23). According to Boling: "The loss ofa body before burial 

was a calamity viewed with ho1TOr in the ancient world."84 Deuteronomy 28:26 and 

Jeremiah 34:20 also make a highlight the importance of not having a burial, threatening 

that disobedience of God will cause one's body to be eaten by wild animals. Yet Elijah 

transcends both the biblical stigma of having no burial and the curse he puts on Jezebel. 

Her worst punishment is his greatest accolade, deepening the evil of Jezebel and 

intensifying the good of Elijah. In addition to the Jezebel contrast, this is the third time in 

the Elijah narrative that fire comes down from Heaven, after the challenge of the priests 

of Baal and the punishment of the captains of fifty and their men ( I Kgs 18 :38; 2 King 

1:9-12). This testifies again to Elijah's abilities, and to God's limitless power. The very 

tools God uses for damnation can be used for salvation as well, according to God's will 

and the worthiness of the people receiving the blessings or cw-ses. Just as Je:zebel, the 

Baalist priests, and the first two captains of fifty with their men deserved punishment for 

their sins, Elijah deserved reward of equal strength for his continued reverence of God, 

his honor, and his renown. 

84 Boling, 295. 
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By making miracles and establishing himself as a revered character, Elijah 

demonstrates his power and leadership. His greatness as a powerful prophet survives 

even today, as Elijah is the symbol of hope and redemption for modem Jews,85 which is a 

non-textual testament to Elijah's import. though the text infonns tradition. When he 

leaves this world, he bequeaths his power and his legacy to his servant Elisha. Elisha 

becomes the new prophet on whom rests the spirit of God, and he continues Elijah's work 

in the world. 

F.Elisha86 

Elisha, like his master, is endowed with the ability to do God's wonders. He 

works hard, loyally serving his master, until he becomes the master and leads other 

Israelite prophets. His story parallels Elijah's in many ways. They perform similar 

miracles, they expect honor and loyalty to God, and they perform a variety of miracles 

and prophesies. Their prophesies come true with equal validity, and Elisha even 

continues some of Elijah's unfinished business. Elisha's one significant difference from 

85 Elijah appears at Passover Seders, baby namings, and Havdalah services, all of which 
are ceremonies infused with hope of salvation. Joseph Telushkin, Jewish Literacy: The 
Most Important Things to Know About the Jewish Religion, Its People. and Its History 
~ew York: William Morrow and Company, 1991), 86-88. See also Malachi 3:23-24. 

Research used to inform this section includes Monlechai Cog~ 449-458; Robert L. 
Cohn, Berit Olam: Studies in Hebrew Narrative and Poetry: 2 Kings (Collegeville: The 
Liturgical Press, 2000), 1-61, 87-95; Cogan and Tad.more; Fritz, 247-275, 312-313; 
Gwilym H. Jones, The New Century Bible Commentary: 1 and 2 Kings, Volume II (Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publ. Co, 1984), 501-505; Choon-Leong Show, The New 
Interpreter's Bible: A Commentary in Twelve Volumes (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
1998), vol. Ill, 171-177, 177-179, 183-212, 215-217, 237-239; and Jerome T. Walsh, 
Berit Olam: Studies in Hebrew Narrative and Poetry: 1 Kings (Collegeville: The 
Liturgical Press, 2000), 328-341, 368-375. 
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Elijah is his personal transformation, as he develops into a confident miracle worker 

throughout the narrative, instead of appearing as an established prophet. 

Elisha should be understood as a parallel to Elijah, and yet a distinctly separate 

character with a different personality. His story begins as Elijah's servant, and Elisha's 

qualities of hard work, righteousness, and loyalty are immediately spelled out. When he 

appears in the Elijah narrative, plowing with twelve oxen, he presents himself as a strong, 

able-bodied man, willing to work alongside the animals (l Kgs 19:19). Elisha also 

exudes respect, as when Elijah puts his mantle over Elisha's shoulders yet says nothing, 

Elisha immediately asks if he can say goodbye to his parents, highlighting not only his 

loyalty to his family, but to the prospect of serving Elijah (1 Kgs 19:19-20). He never 

questions the choice or his worthiness, only if he can take the time to show respect to his 

past before he completely severs ties. So strong is his loyalty to Elijah that he destroys 

the oxen and their yoke, putting them to good use by feeding the people. His action 

illustrates both his loyalty to Elijah and the people, as well as righteousness and using his 

action for the greater good. He does not simply destroy the things he no longer needs, he 

uses them for the betterment of others (1 Kgs 19:21). Introducing Elisha with such 

righteous attributes so tersely yet powerfully represented allows the reader to keep that 

image of Elisha in mind as they read the remainder of the Elijah narrative, even though 

Elisha stays relatively silent until Elijah's ascent. He remains a faithful, loyal servant for 

the rest of Elijah's life. 

The beginning of Elisha's reign as sole prophet of Israel occurs simultaneously 

' 
with the end of Elijah's. Since the abilities of the two prophets are nearly identical and 

Elisha takes over Elijah's role as the prophet of Israel, this makes perfect sense for the 
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structure of the Bible at this point. The strong loyalty of Elisha is emphasized by the 

repeated phrase: "By the life of Adonai and by the life of your soul I will not leave you!" 

(2 Kgs 2:2. 4. 6). His refusal to leave his master alone as he dies comes to a head when 

Elijah goes up and Elisha calls ou~ ••My father, my father! Israel's chariots and 

horsemen!" as Elijah drops his mantle for him (2 Kgs 2:12). This declaration shows his 

allegiance to Elijah, giving him a paternal name though he left his parents earlier in the 

text. The phrase also serves as a statement of honor for Elijah. as mentioned earlier. 

Elisha eagerly takes on his new role as Elijah's successor. After Elijah 

disappears, Elisha rips his clothing, takes Elijah's mantle, and strikes the water with it. 

just as Elijah had done to make it part earlier (2 Kgs 2: 13). When the water does not ~ 

he calls out to God, and only then can he strike the water again and have it part for him (2 

Kgs 2:14). With the acknowledgement that he is a vessel for God's power and not acting 

on his own accord he can begin to do the wonders Elijah was able to do. Only after 

Elisha has acknowledged God's power can he cross the Jordan. To reaffirm that the 

transference of duty is complete, the guild prophets gathered on the opposite side of the 

Jordan declare: "The spirit of Elijah rests upon Elisha!" (2 Kgs 2: 12-15). When the men 

ask to look for the body of Elijah, Elisha begrudgingly allows them, knowing that it will 

not be found (2 Kgs 2: 16-18). While this honors Elijah as mentioned above, it also seals 

Elisha as the only prophet: Elijah's worthy successor. 

In addition to being so closely paralleled to his master, Elisha goes through a 

personal transformation throughout the chapters divulging his story. He journeys from 

servant to master, from loyal to demanding loyalty, and ftom verbose to terse. The 

narrative portrays Elisha as a unique individual as he traverses Elijah's final journey 
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backwards from the Jordan to Jericho to Bethel. In Jericho. Elisha purifies the town's 

water. a miracle that Elijah never perfonned (2 Kgs 2: I 9·22). As soon as he gets to 

Bethel, the end of his reverse imitation of his master, his physical difference from Elijah 

becomes clear. The children who taunt him in Bethel call him "Baldy," whereas before 

Elijah's meeting with the three captains of fifty, he is described as a hairy man (2 Kgs 

1:8; 2:23). This contrast finalizes Elisha's succession as the one and only prophet of 

Israel. 

Though Elisha is a prophet in his own right, he has several episodes with strong 

plot similarities to Elijah's narrative. One such occasion is when Elisha saves a widow 

by causing a vessel of oil to be never-ending (2 Kgs 4:1-7). This is a direct parallel to 

Elijah causing flour and oil to never run out (1 Kgs 17:14-16), the differences being that 

Elisha makes the miracle happen to save children from creditors, while Elijah saves a 

woman and her son from famine. The woman in Elijah's story is equivalent twice, 

compared to the occasion when Elisha meets the woman in Shunem. Elisha prophesies 

that she will have a son the following year, and she does, but her son becomes sick and 

dies. Like Elijah does in lKings 17:17-23, Elisha brings the woman's son back to life (2 

Kgs 4:8•37). Two differences in the two stories make Elisha's miracle seem greater. 

Firs~ the boy in the Elisha narrative dies (2 Kgs 4:20), while the boy in the Elijah story 

falls sick and "his illness was very strong, until no breath remained in him" (I K.gs 

17: 17). Second, Elisha's servant Gehazi cannot heal the boy, even with the help of 

Elisha's staff (4:31), which contrasts Elisha's ability to revive him with his body and 

words, and thereby attests to Elisha as unique in magnitude ofpower.87 

87 Kissling, 193-195. 
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Elisha's ability to revive the dead presents a running theme throughout the Elisha 

narrative. Not only literally. as in the case of the Shunnamite woman"s son, but also 

figuratively as in the scene when he purifies the poison stew, as the prophets describe it: 

.. Death is in the pot, man of God!" (2 Kgs 4:40). By making the stew edible to the guild 

prophets, Elisha has essentially removed the death from the pot. Elisha's ability to bring 

the dead back to life stays with him even after his death. After Elisha's dies and he is 

buried, a man's body gets thrown into his grave, making contact with Elisha's bones. 

The body comes back to life, showing that Elisha's gifts continue to work after his body 

has ceased to function (2 Kgs 13:21). Though this is the only miracle in the Bible done 

by a dead prophet, it serves as another parallel to Elijah's character. Just as Elijah's 

legendary status as an eternal wanderer among Israel characterizes him as widying, so too 

Elisha gets a taste of eternity when he makes a man come back to life after his death. 

The episode in which the king of Aram battles Israel establishes another theme in 

the Elisha narrative. Elisha sets a trap for a band of Arameans who would have 

ambushed the Israelite army (2 Kgs 6:8-23). Their punishment befits their crime, as they 

tried to conceal themselves to attack the Israelites, and instead they are blinded to the 

presence of their enemy next to them, leading them into the trap they would have set for 

the Israelites. Their treacherous behavior merits their lack of vision, whereas Elisha 

permits his servant to see. Elisha perfonns both the removal and granting of vision with 

nearly the same words: "Adonai, [please] open his/their eyes and let him/them see," (2 

Kgs 6:17, 20).88 Throughout this entire section, only Elisha sees all. He is aware of the 

Aramean presence for each attempted ambush. He knows God's army surrounds the 

88 The only differences between the two verses are the use of the word "please" and the 
singular fonn in verse 17, while verse 20 is in plural form and leaves out the plea. 
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Arameans, and he knows exactly where the Arameans are being led. Not witil the other 

characters are granted a modicum of his knowledge do they realize their predicaments, as 

Elisha asks God to remove their blindness. 

Elisha's great vision is contrasted by his servant Gehazi. Gehazi does not typify 

the same type of servant Elisha was to Elijah. Instead of serving as a mm he is a .,~~- A 

n,ut, as described above, denotes a position of honor, not just serving a master but royally 

attending to royalty. .,i~. on the other hand, represents a youthful retainer. 89 A ,p~ 

receives no special honor, and by title alone Gehazi contrasts Elisha, and by action he 

emphasiz.es this disparity. The first time this happens is after the Shunnamite woman 

approaches them on Mt. Carmel. Elisha sends Gehazi ahead to try to revive her dying 

son, and the woman stays with Elisha. When she declares her intent to stay with him, she 

uses the phrase: "By the life of Adonai and by the life of your soul I will not leave you!" 

(2 Kgs 4:30), the exact words Elisha uses earlier when he refuses to leave Elijah (2 Kgs 

2:2, 4, 6). This wording parallels the woman to Elisha and contrasts her against Gehazi, 

who should be the one declaring allegiance by not leaving Elisha's side. Instead, runs 

ahead to the boy but cannot revive him. More to the point, he says: "The boy has not 

awakened'' (2 Kgs 4:31 ).90 Saying he has not awakened shows that Gehazi does not think 

the boy truly died. His blase attit1Jde toward the situation not only contrasts the woman's 

refusal to leave Elisha's side, it also contrasts Elisha's flurry of action behind the closed 

&9 B DB, 654. See also Gen 19:4; 21 :20; Exod 10:9; Deut 28:50; Josh 6:21; 1 Sam I :24 
et. al. It is possible for both terms to apply to one character, as in Exod 33:11 and 2 Sam 
13:7. 
90 Pirkei de Rebbe Eliezer Ch. 33 comments on this episode, saying that Gehazi thought 
the idea of putting a staff on the boy's face to revive him was so laughable that he told 
everyone he met this ridiculous task his master has asked him to do. Because of this 
mocking Gehazi was declared unworthy of succeeding Elisha. 

47 

I 
I 
fl 
fl 
H 

ll ,· 



door with the boy as he paces the room. lies across the boy, and prays for his revival (2 

Kgs 4:32-35). Gehazi lays a staff on the boy's face. while Elisha actively does 

everything within his power to revive the Shunnamite woman's son. 

Gehazi also contrasts Elisha's strong notions of righteousness and loyalty. When 

Elisha cures Naaman of tzora'at, he refuses to accept a gift for the miracle, because the 

reward of making it known that a true prophet exists in Israel trumps anything Naaman 

can give him monetarily (2 Kgs 5:8-19). Gehazi goes against this by seeking out 

Naaman, lying to him to receive the reward due Elisha in his min~ and then lying to 

Elisha when asked where he was (2 Kgs 5:20-27). Gehazi's punishment, though curable, 

shuns him from being Elisha's servant as he proves himself no longer worthy to serve 

such a righteous perso~ which shows itself on Gehazi's skin in the form of tzora'at. 

Since Gehazi can no longer serve Elisha and will certainly not succeed him, his main 

purpose in the narrative seems to be providing a contrast to his master. 

While Gehazi's actions contrast Elisha's righteous character, the words of Joash 

serve to endorse it. When Elisha dies, Joash says the same thing that Elisha did when 

Elijah died: .. My father, my father! Israel's chariots and horsemen!" (2 Kgs 13:14). This 

line not only acts as a frame for the entire Elisha narrative and a signal that the story is 

coming to an end similar to how Elijah's story ended, it also strengthens Elisha's status as 

a respected prophet in the eyes of the king and the parallels between the two prophet 

characters.91 Elisha has finished the work of Elijah, in anointing Jehu and Haz.ael and 

being around for the fulfillment of Elijah's prophecies about Jezebel. The efforts of the 

91 Kissling, 179. 
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miracle working men of God are done, at least in this world, and he can be buried (2 Kgs 

13:20). 

These examples show how Elisha's qualities of righteousness, loyalty, and hard 

work exemplify him as a character. Though he can be seen as a parallel to Elijah and a 

continuation of the Elijah IUUT8tive, his own persona and his character's transfonnation 

shine through, setting him apart as a unique biblical hero. 

49 



Chapter Three: Character Analyses of Comicbook Characten 

A. Introduction 

The unique qualities of the biblical heroes provide exciting plots for the reader to 

follow. So too the comicbook heroes captivate their fans with stories of their fantastic 

adventures. Using the system of analysis mentioned in chapter one, this chapter will 

analyze three characters: Captain America, the Incredible Hulk, and Green Lantern. Such 

an investigation will attempt to establish parallels between the biblical and comicbook 

characters. Since the corpus of comicbook literature is so voluminous, one narrative has 

been chosen for each character that typifies his behavior and highlights his personality. 

Beginning with plot summaries of the focal storylines, each character will then be 

analyzed from a literary perspective. 

B. Captain America 

1. The Story of Captain America 

Debuting in March 1941, Captain America, or "Cap" as fans call him, first 

appeared in a post-Depression America on the cover of Captain America #1 punching 

Hitler in the jaw. This image remains etched in the minds of his fans, as he symbolizes 

the fight against the world's worst evils. As Tom Defalco remarks in Avengers: The 

Ultimate Guide: 

Marvel's biggest success during The Golden Age, and one of the top-selling super 
heroes of all time, Captain America is, first and foremost, a manifestation of 
patriotism. His debut preceded his county's entry into World War II, and he rode the 
wave of public spirit that followed Pearl Harbor; thus he identified himself forever 
with a period that may have been The Golden Age of the United States as much as it 
was The Golden Age of comic books. Sentimentally, a certain nostalgia for the period 
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remains, even among those who are too young to have experienced its triumphs and 
tragedies firsthand. 93 

Ever since, he has fought alone or with one of several superhero teams against any evils 

that challenge the people of America and the rest of the world. 

Cap has always been wrapped in the American flag, but the shield he carries 

functions as his personal symbol. Creators Joe Simon and Jack Kirby originally designed 

his symbol to be triangular, but soon after they made it round instead. As a circle, the 

shield represents both defense and a target, and when thrown like a discus, it also 

functions as a surprisingly effective weapon. A safeguard that draws fire and then fires 

bac~ the shield provides the ideal emblem for Captain America. 

His shield is not Cap's only weapon. Trained in combat fighting in World War II, 

Captain America uses fists and feet with deft agility. His body serves as a fighting 

machine, matched only by his keen mental prowess, which allows him to assess a combat 

situation in a split second, thereby maximizing his combat skill and minimizing bystander 

injury. This combination of mental and physical power gives him the ability to 

accurately bounce his shield from foe to foe, disarming them as his trusty shield returns 

to his side. 

But this has not always been the case. Born Steve Rogers, Cap started life as a 

frail young man who wanted nothing more than to serve his country. Unfortunately, he 

was dismissed from the draft due to his weak stature. When he pleaded to be allowed the 

chance to fight for his country, a scientist answered his request and gave him a dose of an 

93 Tom DeFalco,Avengers: The Ultimate Guide (New York: DK Publishing, 2003,) 14. 
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experimental drug known as "Super Soldier Serum."94 The serum made him so strong, 

agile, and vigorous that the Anny not only accepted him, but made him their number one 

soldier. This, in part, explains why Captain America is so beloved by the pubic. He was 

not blessed with innate gifts; yet because he showed up at the right place and time, and 

with the right amount of passion and willpower, he deserved to wear the red, white, and 

blue costwne and shield. Another factor worth noting is how be rose to popularity during 

the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt, when the young citizens of the United States 

were inspired by those whose charisma and mental abilities brought them to great 

power.95 

After World War II, Captain America vanished from the pwview of the American 

comicbook reader, as his decline in popularity led to a break in his publications. His 

perfect patriotism seemed simplistic, and the readers no longer needed such a hero. He 

was revived in the 1960s, both in terms of publication and within his storyline, when the 

Sub-Mariner found him frozen in a block of ice in the Pacific. Revitalized in a new time, 

he now seeks the meaning of freedom in a time when patriotism may not be quite the 

same thing as unquestioning loyalty to one's country and political leaders.96 

94 Of course, the scientist was assassinated just after administering the serum, making 
Steve Rogers the one and only super soldier. 
95 Defalco, 15. 
96 Defalco, 24. 
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This study will focus on seven issues of Captain America,97 which take place after 

Cap teams up with the Fantastic Four, Iron Man, and the rest of the Avengers to fight 

Onslaught.98 After the battle, Cap and his fellow Avengers find themselves spread out 

across the globe after the battle, Captain America ends up in Japan nearly a year later, 

with inexplicable gaps in his memory, such as the inability to read Japanese. To add to 

the tragedy, nobody believes he is the real Captain America because the day he arrives is 

the day the Captain America movie premieres. He finds Japan's obsession with 

Americana distressing, but not as much as the ninjas who attack the American-frenzied 

Japanese. When the Japanese 1ry to bum an American flag, Captain America makes his 

first entrance, defeating the ninjas and discovering they are led by Lady Deathstrike. He 

defeats them by trapping the ninja Akutagawa on a catwalk during the premiere of the 

Captain America movie, foiling an attempt by Lady Deathsttike to detonate a nerve gas 

bomb in the crowded theater. 99 

The next episode focuses on the importance of Cap's shield (see figure 3) and 

introduces Hydra. Hydra is the villain group responsible for most of the antagonism of 

the series, run by their new leader the Sensational Hydra, who seems almost too 

97 Ron Garney and Bob Waicek, Captain America, Vol. 3, #1-7 (New York: Marvel 
Comics, Feb--Aug 1998). This series was chose~ with the help of comicbook expert 
Michael "Cap" C~ because of its depictions of Captain America struggling with his 
public image as well as its especially typical storyline. Its position in the third volwne of 
the Captain America titles makes it fitting for a character analysis, due to the expository 
nature of the seven issues, which spend more time than most illustrating some of Cap's 
central attributes. 
98 Onslaught is an immensely powerful super~villain made of pure energy accidentally 
created from the minds of Professor X and Magneto. The inexplicable warp in space and 
time turned out to be due to a pocket universe that Franklin Richards created to protect all 
the heroes who would otherwise have sacrificed their lives to defeat Onslaught. 
"Onslaught," http://en. wikipedia,org/wiki/onslaught saga: Internet. 
99 Garney and Waice~ #1. 
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Figure 3 

-----•· .... 
* * * * 

ridiculous to be taken seriously. Cap infiltrates a submarine captured by Hydra, deftly 

using his shield in tight quarters. With his shield behind him and a hostage in his arms, 

he positions himself in the torpedo chute and fires himself out of the sinking sub just 

before it crashes into a reef. Unable to withstand the blast, the straps of his shield come 

loose and the disc sinks to the bottom of the ocean.100 

The next episode begins with Cap trying to get used to his new shield, constructed 

for him by Tony Stark. 101 Hydra provides his first field test with the new shield at the 

Smithsonian, where they have demanded he show up alone. Navigating the booby­

trapped museum, Cap saves two young boys hiding in one of the exhibits, but he cannot 

maintain control of bis new shield, which ends up in the hands of Hydra. He does, 

however, manage to take a replica of his original shield from a display of him fighting in 

World War II, which aids his troublesome escape. In a bold move outside the museum, 

100 Garney and Waicek, #2. 
101 Rich playboy to the public eye, but known to the Avengers as the Indestructible Iron 
Man. 
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he declares war on Hydra, telling them he will no longer be on the defensive against their 

attacks, but he will seek them out until they are '~iped off the face of the earth.'' 102 

Next, "Capmania" overtakes the country. Cap 

and Hawkeye spend the issue discussing the benefits 

and detriments associated with fame. Cap complains 

that his actions are useless, as is the glorification of 

his deeds. Hawkeye contends that the fighting of 

Hydra agents and Batroc that occur in the episode 

maintain the public's faith in Cap, which gives them 

hope and inspiration. As a smirk on Cap's face shows Fhnlre 4 

the reader the faintest glimmer that Cap may enjoy the esteem bestowed upon him (figure 

4 ), the revelation comes that the Sensational Hydra, who hired Batroc to attack Cap, 

enjoys Cap's popularity much more than he does. 103 

The following sequence begins with Captain America making good on his 

declaration of war by inftltrating a Hydra lair with the help of Thor. Taking a break at a 

burger joint, they find out that the Sensational Hydra has taken two host.ages and is 

taunting Captain America to try to free them. When reaches the hostages, he finds that 

both the hostages and the Sensational Hydra are actually shape-shifting Skrulls, able to 

take shape of any fonn and the powers of the fomi they assume. Tricked, Cap is trapped 

in "Skrull Handcuffs" as the lead Skrull imitates Captain America, trusting that Cap's 

reputation in light of recent events will make the people do anything he says. 104 

102 Garney and Waicek, #3. 
103 Garney and Waicek, 114. 
104 Garney and Waicek, #5. 
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While Cap remains captive, the Skrull convince the public that one out of every 

twenty people is a Skrull living among them, breeding mistrust and violence across the 

country. By the time Cap breaks out of the Skrull Handcuffs, riots are breaking out 

everywhere. 105 Helping to calm rioters as Steve Rogers, he devises a plan to stop the 

Skrulls. Stark builds a machine that shoots a ray forcing a Skrull to revert to normal 

form, which he shoots at the Captain America-disguised Skrull just as he is making a 

public address about the president being a Skru.11. Cap takes down the Skrull as their true 

identities are revealed. With the help of the Avengers and the Thing, the Skrull threat is 

nullified and Captain America addresses the people in true form, explaining that he will 

never call for violence and destruction again, that he will remain a servant of the people, 

not a leader. 106 

2. Analysis of the Story of Captain America 

lbroughout these seven episodes, patriotism remains Captain America's central 

trait. Obvious at a glance from the stars and stripes that adorn his red, white, and blue 

costume, his actions further illustrate his patriotic persona. In Japan, Cap first stops a 

ninja from burning an American flag, a symbol of rejection of the American values that 

stir great emotion in many American readers of his comicbook. As his shield flies at one 

of the demonstrators, it knocks a torch out of his hand, which Cap catches in his left hand 

just as his shield returns to his right. Cap's "entrance," the first panel showing his face, 

depicts him posed with the raised torch and shield in a reversed Statue of Liberty pose. 

He comes into the scene as the emblem of the American people.107 

105 Garney and Waicek, #6. 
106 Garney and Waicek, #7. 
107 Garney and Waicek, #I. 

54 



In the expository first issue of volume three, Cap's patriotism at first seems to 

contrast starkly with the anti-American sentiment of Lady Deathstrike's men. But Lady 

Deathstirke's speech to Akutagawa in which she describes the importance of Japanese 

culture and the notion of honor shows her version of nationalism. While she speaks of 

her nationalistic pride, the background shows scenes of the Japanese countryside, with 

beautiful colors against the black and white word-balloons of her speech. If it were not 

for the discussion about the beauty of bushido suicide, it would be a sentimental scene. 

Her sense of Japanese pride does not so much contrast Captain America's patriotism. 

The contrast comes in her method of displaying her pride and her twisted sense of honor 

in death, while Captain America treasures hwnan life. 108 Nevertheless, the Japanese 

nationalism throughout the issue helps to make Cap's patriotism stand out, even against 

the backdrop of westernization of Japan. His American idealism is pure and not 

commercialized, whereas Japan is inundated with products that belittle true patriotism in 

the name of capitalism. Against both of Lady Deathstrike's nationalism and Japan's 

westernization Cap stands out as the quintessence of America. 

. He also embodies patriotism in the way he deals with politics and leadership. 

When congressional candidate Andrew Bolt asks for Cap's endorsemen~ he refuses the 

offer, saying: "I believe in the system. If you're really the best man for the job, I trust the 

American people to vote for you without my say-so!"109 Cap stands for people more than 

politics, the preservation of the American dream rather than the political views of any 

candidate or party. 

108 Canaan, October 12, 2005. 
109 Garney and Waice~ #4. 
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This preference for protecting the people surfaces at the end of the seventh issue 

in this series, when Captain America gives a speech to the people defining his role as a 

soldier and servant as opposed to a leader of the people. He says: 

Captain America is not here to lead the cowitry. I'm here to serve it. If I'm a 
Captain, I'm a soldier. Not of any military branch, but of the American people. 
Years ago, in a simpler time, this suit and shield were created as a symbol to help 
make America the land it's supposed to be, to help it realize its destiny .. .l will 
continue to defend this nation from any and all threats it may face. But, as of 
today •. .I am a man of the people.110 

His speech covers four panels on one page. The first shows Cap at a podiwn from a 

bird's-eye view, surrowided by microphones and reporters, his shadow taking up more of 

the frame than his figure. The next frame is closer and more frontal, with his body still 

not taking up half of the panel. The third panel presents a waist and up picture of Cap at 

the podium, hand on hip and pointing at the reporters. The fourth frame depicts only 

Cap's head, his clear blue eyes at the center of the panel, his strong facial features taking 

up nearly the entire picture (figure 5). As Cap speaks of living as an average person 

serving the people, the reader perceives a growing image of Cap becoming more 

powerful and stronger. 111 As the point of view closes in on Cap's eye, the scene pans out 

again, this time picturing Cap standing on the torch of the Statue of Liberty, overlooking 

New York City. The images of Cap and the statue frames the entire story, confirming the 

reader's vision of everything in between these two figures, keeping vigil on the American 

people, Captain America and Lady Liberty. 112 

110 Garney and Waicek, #7. 
111 Canaan, October 12, 2005. 
112 Garney and Waicek, #7. 
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In addition to the quality of patriotism, the Captain America comicbooks highlight 

Cap's intelligence. Cap does not simply display brute force, but he consistently uses 

Ffeure 5 

strategy in combat. For example, in 

the fight against Lady Deathstrike, 

he tries to use her deadly 

adamantium claws to save the 

people trapped in the theater. He 

backs up, leading her toward the 

chained doors which keep the people 

trapped in the theater, ducking just 

in time for her to slash the chains 

and give them a way out. 

Unfortunately this plan does not 

work, and he is forced to think of 

another way to save the trapped 

moviegoers while fighting Lady 

Deathstrike and her ninjas. 113 

Another example of Cap's strategic mind occurs after he is kidnapped by the 

Skrulls. Cap finds himself bound with what the Skrull leader calls: 

Slaull Handcuffs, engineered to adapt instantly to whatever form a shapeshifter 
might take. Try to smash them, they'll tum hard, bum them and they'll freeze. 
And so on and so forth. 114 

113 Garney and Waicek, #1. 
114 Garney and Waicek, #5. 

57 



He spends nearly an entire issue trying to get out of them, until he finally thinks of a way 

to fool the cuffs. Diving down an elevator shaft, Cap grabs the elevator cables Wltil he 

bleeds. Thinking he has turned into liquid fonn, the cuffs change shape into a glass-like 

bubble just as Cap hits the groWld, smashing the cuffs and allowing him to limp away. 115 

Due to the combative nature of superhero comics, examples of his fighting skill 

pervade the issues. One more example of note arises when Cap leaps off a building, 

seeming to have no hope of landing safely, in order to catch a nerve gas canister thrown 

by a Hydra agent. In mid-dive, an aJTOW shoots past, and Cap thinks, "Well, finally!" as 

he grabs the rope attached to the arrow and slides to safety once it hits its mark. On the 

groWld the archer, fellow Avenger Hawkeye, awaits.116 As this example demo~ 

Cap's capabilities in combat often center on reliance on his teammates. As a master 

strategist, Cap utilizes his fellow combatants' skills to their maximum potential, making 

him an even more indomitable force than he his alone. Though he can hold his own in 

solo combat. he is often surrounded by teammates, usually as the leader of teams like the 

Avengers. 

Leadership and trust stand out as key characteristics of Captain America. As 

Hawkeye says: "If he told us to jump off a bridge, we'd be wet by now. His whole 

career's built on trust."117 In another example, Cap frees a hostage from a submarine 

controlled by Hydra. He sits on his shield in a torpedo tube, asking the hostage to trust 

him that they will be all right. Of course, she does, and they surface safely.118 That the 

115 Garney and Waicek, #6. 
116 Garney and Waicek, #4. 
117 Garney and Waicek, #7. 
118 Garney and Waicek, #2. 
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Skrulls are able to exploit this trust only proves that maintaining the trust of the populace 

is an essential part of Captain America's character. 

Though this popularity has its adverse side when the Skrull uses it against him, 

Cap• s sense of patriotic duty wins in the end. He addresses America, explaining his 

desire to be a citizen for the people and with the people, not a public figure leading them 

and telling them how to behave. His strong sense of patriotism wins out as his speech 

attempts to bring him down to the level of a people's soldier, but the reader's viewpoint 

of Captain America, as described above, makes it clear that he will never completely 

blend in to the crowd because he is America's ultimate hero. 

Patriotism embodies everything Cap does, backed by his combat skill and the 

ability to command. Serving the people of his country to the best of his super-powered 

abilities, he is portrayed as a patriotic leader whose teammates and fellow citizens trust 

him to no apparent end. 

C. The Incredible Hulk 

1. Background and Plot Overview 

The Incredible Hulk first appeared in The Incredible Hulk #1 in May. 1962. 

Inspired by Frankenstein and Dr. Jeckyll and Mr. Hyde, Stan Lee and Jack Kirby had 

trouble deciding exactly what would cause him to transform from Dr. Barmer to the 

Incredible Hulk and back again. They drafted many plots for the misunderstood monster 

until in 1968, when they finally settled on an uncontrollable rage that would tum Dr. 

Banner into the Hulk. 119 

119 Tom Defalco, Hulk: The Incredible Guide (New York: DK Publishing, 2003) 7-28. 
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The story of the Hulk begins when brilliant nuclear physicist Dr. Bruce Banner 

saves Rick Jones from a gamma radiation blast and in tum is infected with gamma 

irradiation that causes him to transfonn into a hideous green monster called the Hulk. At 

first, he transforms into the Hulk at sunset and returns to Bruce Banner form at sunrise. 

Over the years and with the help of repeated gamma radiation treatments designed by Dr. 

Banner, he teams to control the ttansformations to a certain extent Now, whenever Dr. 

Banner becomes angry, his rage triggers the transfonnation; he becomes the Hulk until he 

calms down and regains control. When in Dr. Banner form, he spends the majority of his 

waking hours searching for a way to free himself from the Hulk permanently. 

Several manifestations of the Hulk have developed since the Hulk's first 

appearance, the most common of which is the rage-fill~ green, seven-foot monster with 

little of Banner's intelligence. The Hulk is strong enough to lift a tank in each hand, and 

powerful enough to leap over three miles, but he bas almost no control over his rage; as a 

result, anything that angers him tends to get destroyed. When engaged in battle, the 

longer he fights, the angrier-and therefore stronger-he gets, which makes time his 

greatest ally. The Hulk hates that Banner is a part of him, and would like to be rid of 

him. However, he lacks the intelligence to adequately express this concern, much less do 

anything about it. 

Focusing on the current Hulk storyline beautifully illustrates his character. 120 The 

story begins with Bruce Banner/fhe Hulk hiding out in Alaska, its vast wilderness 

providing cover and nourishment for the fugitive. Assuming the alias HRo~" Bruce 

120 Daniel Way, Keu Cha, and Jason Kei~ The Incredible Hui~ vol. 3 #88-91 (New 
York: DC Comics, Oct 2005-Jan 2006). Issues #88-91 of The Incredible Hulk were 
published during the writing of this paper. 
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Banner keeps himself isolated, allowing transfonnations into the Hulk for the purpose of 

fishing. Mark. the man who flies in supplies for ''Robert," invites him into town one 

evening to a local pub, reminding him that all his time isolated may make him forget his 

humanity. While there, he is angered by two men forcing themselves on a woman. The 

Hulk emerges, easily defeating the men and running back to Banner's cabin.121 

Marie shows up the next day, with different supplies from his usual stockpile, 

including what looks to Banner like a cell phone. When he opens it, a projection of Nick 

Fury, agent of SHIELD, 122 invites Banner to a tanker in the Bering Straits. Once there, 

Fury tells him about an elaborate space station built by Hydra that has been out of control 

for decades and cannot usually be found by electronic equipment because of its cloaking 

capabilities. The station cannot be attacked by any means at SI-DELD's disposal, because 

its defense systems are more advanced than anything they have, and its Al functions 

allow it to learn how to target nuclear stations on earth whenever SHEILD tries to attack 

it Their only hope is to launch the Hulk into space, since he is made of organic material 

that the space station may not perceive as a threat 123 

Once he is launched into space, the station picks up the Hulk as if he was debris, 

and loads him on board. A battle ensues, and as the Hulk starts to tear apart the space 

station, two things happen. First, he notices a SHIELD emblem on the side of the station, 

revealing Fury's lie about Hydra's involvement This bas always been a SHIELD 

121 Way, Cha, and Kei~ #88. 
122 Strategic Hazard Intervention, Espionage and Logistics Directorate: SHIELD is a 
government-funded black ops agency trained and equipped to handle super-powered 
threats to the safety of the United States. Occasionally they enlist the help of a hero. 
When this happens, SHIELD usually withholds infonnation from the hero, supplying 
infonnation on a "need-to-know" basis. 
123 Way, Cha, and Keith, #88-89. 
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experiment gone awry. Next, the space station knocks the Hulk out by piercing his brain 

with a metal tentacle. When he awakes, he has transfonned back into Banner, and the 

space station is glowing green, having absorbed gamma radiation from Banner's 

irradiated cells.124 

Confronted with a cyborg-like creature made out of the collected debris, Banner 

tries to ask the station questions, but it instead prepares to attack him. Changing again 

into the H~ they fight as the station absorbs more of the Hulk's gamma radiation. 

Unable to handle that much power, the station self-destructs, and the Hulk re-boards the 

pod SHIELD provided. Surprisingly, the pod takes off away from~ as Fury's voice 

comes over the communication system, "Bruce, we're so sorry, but you've left us little 

choice.'' The Hulk is sent careening into space in his capsule, with seemingly no way 

back.12s 

2. Analysis of the Story of the Incredible Hulk 

The Hulk is the strongest creature to walk the Earth. 

His strength is his primary characteristic, and since he gets 

stronger as his anger grows, the limits to his strength remain 

unknown. In the four issues summarized above, he spends 

nearly half of the plot battling a metal monster with the 

ability to transfonn and adapt to his rampaging fighting style. 

He also withstands a nearby nuclear blast. But his strength is 

not illustrated via plot and action alone. Hulk stands seven 
Figure6 

feet tall, and his picture usually fills most of the panel, or spills over to increase his 

124 Way, Cha. and Keith, #90. 
125 Way, C~ and Keith, #91. 
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menacing presence, as described by Songco previous!: 

Hulk's body fills most of the page, while the other two ch 

the beast. 126 

Rage and control are two waning factors that al: 

nearly uncontrollable rage is always countered by Bamu 

produces a struggle every time. When he remains angry, 

control, which is why Fury lies to him about Hydra's par1 

station. The lie allows Fury to guarantee that 

when the Hulk sees the SHIELD logo 

emblazoned on the side of the space station, he 

will stay infuriated and be able to maintain Hulk 

form until he defeats the station. 127 

But the need to control his rage is why 

Banner chooses Alaskan isolation in the 

beginning of the series. He sought solitude and 

almost got it, but Sl-llELD finds him. When 

Fury sends him into space after battling the 

space station, the writer frames the story. He 

seeks loneliness in the beginning, and in the end Figure 7 

he receives the ultimate form of loneliness, in deep space. C 

chooses for himself, and the other is imposed upon him b. 

126 Way, Cha, and Keith, #88. 
127 Way, Cha, and Keith, #90. 
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figure 6). Notice how the 

cters seem miniscule next to 

characterize the Hulk. His 

desire to control it, which 

1 Hulk proves impossible to 

:>ation in creating the space 

type of isolation Banner 

Jick Fury and SHIELD. 



------------
Perhaps SHIELD believes casting the Hulk into space grants Banner the solace he seeks, 

but the Hulk does not seem to think so. 

Many consider the Hulk a fairly simple character because when he is a big green 

monster he appears to do nothing but fight and 

destroy things. The Hulk's ability to enchant 

readers for so many years may be due in part to this 

appearance of simplicity. However, underneath the 

simple monster•SIDashes-villains plot lays a wealth 

of conflict that mostly comes out in the illustrations. 

Pictures of Banner's reactions to situations, close-

ups on the Hulk's agonized or enraged responses to 

situations, and well-placed landscapes emphasizing 

the loneliness of the Hulk harmonize with the 

Hulk's pedantic banter (figure 7). Banner's 

furrowed brow and Hulk's frustrated scowl have 

subtle similarities that keep the reader believing that 

the frail Dr. Bruce Banner can turn into the 

menacing Incredible Hulk (figures 8 and 9). 

Figures 

The similarities in the facial expressions are Figure 9 

particularly surprising when reminded of Bruce Banner's high level of intelligence. 

Though Banner's nuclear physicist mind gets buried in the Hulk's subconscious, he is 

often aware of what is happening to the Hulk. So too, the Hulk gets frustrated at the 

revelations from within himself as the trapped Banner's thoughts bubble to the surface. 
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Banner is as smart as the Hulk is strong, and his intelligence has also shown no signs of 

reaching its limitations any time soon. 

The strength of the Hulk and the mental acuity of Banner merge into a beast that 

would be the perfect superhero if only his mind and muscle could coexist at the same 

time. Unfortunately. the intellect must be buried when in Hulk fonn, and the strength 

ebbs when Banner is the apparent being. lb.is ultimate balance of power is contrasted by 

Nick Fury, who is not as smart as Banner and nowhere near as strong as the Hulk. But it 

is Fury who is the real monster in the story, lying to Banner and the Hulk and tricking 

both of them into being catapulted into space. Fury's eye patch intimates piracy, all the 

more fitting with his headquarters on a ship in the Bering Straits. But instead of forcing 

his way on board a ship like a pirate, he forces Banner/the Hulk to board a ship he built in 

space, which he needs to sink. The trick is complete when the pod shoots the Hulk in the 

wrong direction, possibly stranding him in space forever. Fury is the Hulk's nemesis and 

polar opposite. Though Fury does not appear only in Hulk comicbooks, it is surely no 

accident that he is chosen over other popular SHIELD agents in the Marvel Universe. 128 

The theme of struggling against his own fury manifests as the tangible hostility towards 

Nick Fury. 

128 Such as Sharon Carter or Agent 13. 
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D. Green Lantern 

1. The Story of Green Lantern 

Created by Martin Nodell and Bill Finger, the original Green Lantern debuted in 

All-American Comics #16.129 Not so much a specific hero as a title, Green Lantern has 

gone through many incarnations over the years, and many alter egos, including Hal 

Jordan, Guy Gardener, and Kyle Rayner. The Oreen Lantern title has been canceled and 

revived about once a decade, and each time the series returns with new characters, 

powers, and relationships for the readers to discover. Most of the cancellation and 

revival has simply been due to popularity of the characters. Decline in circulation means 

the comicbook titles do not get printed, since this would not be cost--effective. The most 

recent publication, Green LanJern Corps., 130 focuses on the entire Green Lantern Corps, 

the group of beings, based on the planet Oa, who have been chosen to protect the 

Wliverse. 

Green Lanterns are chosen because of their ability to overcome great fear. When 

chosen, they receive a power ring that enables them to create any fonn they can imagine, 

from trains to bombard their enemies to ether molecules to knock them unconscious. The 

ring can also answer questions, act as a universal translator, protect its wearer from harm, 

and record and playback a Lantern's memories or messages. The inability to affect 

anything yellow remains the rings only known weakness, though in recent years Kyle 

Rayner discovered that if a Green Lantern bas enough confidence, this weakness can be 

eliminated. Those who wear the rings are restrained by the Green Lantern code, which 

129 Martin Nodell and Bill Finger~ All•American Comics # 16, (New York: DC Comics, 
July 1940). 
130 Premiere issue by DC Comics, Nov 2005. 
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states that they may not use the ring for personal gain, and it must be recharged every 24 

hours. 

Most Lanterns recite an oath while recharging their ring. Though not necessary 

for the process, it aids concentration and takes time while the ring recharges. Oaths are 

marks of honor for those who recite them. For example, Hal Jordan's oath is, 

In brightest day, in blackest night, 
no evil shall escape my sight, 
let those who worship evil's might, 
beware my power, 
Green Lantern's light! 131 

Hal Jordan serves as the Green lantern of sector 2814, the sector including Earth, 

which needs his help more often than other planets in the sector. Jordan was chosen from 

between two possible candidates at the time of his predecessor's dea~ probably because 

he was geographically closest. This thesis will analyze Jordan's origin story, published 

more than forty years after the character's creation. 

This story, taken from issues #1-6 of Green Lantern: Emerald Dawn,132 

chronicles the death of Abin Sur and Hal Jordan's first trials as Green Lante~ as well as 

his battles with the Lantern-hunting villain Legion. Jordan's story begins with trouble 

mounted on trouble, but not from any super-villain or natural disaster: Jordan's trouble 

comes from within. Watching his father crash and bum while testing an aircraft for 

Ferris Aviation always weighed heavily on Hal's mind. Then, when he loses his job and 

his girlfriend at the same time, he tries to drown his sorrows in alcohol. While driving 

131 Alfred Bester, Showcase #22, 1943. 
132 Keith Giffin, Gerald Jones, and Jim Owsley, Green Lantern: Emerald Dawn (New 
York: DC Comics, 1989) #1-6. This series was chosen. with Canaan's help, for its 
explicit description of Green Lantern's powers and Hal Jordan's transformation after 
begin chosen as Green Lantern. 
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his friends and brother home drunk. he loses control of the car and injures all three 

passengers, one of whom dies from his injuries. When things cannot seem to get worse. 

he goes to work to test a flight simulator, which flies off its hinges and soars hundreds of 

miles into the dese~ landing at the crash site of Abin Sur, Green Lantern of sector 2814. 

According to the Guardians, ''Abin Sur found another one just like himself. Opinionated, 

intuitive, volatile, but such potential."133 He bequeaths Jordan the power ring and dies, 

leaving him with limitless power, and cowitless questions. 134 

While Jordan begins to learn the abilities bis new ring gives him, he meets the 

yellow-annored villain Legion. Legion has been hwiting Green Lanterns, and he caused 

Abin Sur to crash on Earth, bis body kept alive only by the power of the ring so that he 

can find a replacement Green Lantern. The power ring cannot directly affect Legion 

because of his armor, and Jordan learns the ring's weakness: the color yellow. As his 

battle with Legion rages o~ he realizes he cannot win, so he asks the ring to show him to 

another Green Lantern. The ring whisks him to another galaxy where he meets fellow 

Lantern Tomar-Re.135 

Tomar-Re takes Jordan to Oa. the physical center of the universe and the 

headquarters of the Guardians. who are in charge of the thirty-six-hwidred-member 

Green Lantern Corps. While there, they learn that Legion is actually an amalgam of 

thousands of creatures from the planet Tchk-Tchk, who blame the Corps for their planet's 

133 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley #6. 
134 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley # 1. 
135 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley #2-4. 
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destruction. Safe for the time being, Hal Jordan begins his formal training as a member 

of the Green Lantern Corps. 136 

While on Oa, Legion tracks them down and challenges the Green Lantern Corps 

to a fight to the death. Nearly invincible against the Lanterns' rings in the yellow armor, 

Jordan finds a way to cover the creature with mud, allowing the Lanterns to affect it 

through the layer of brown. After an arduous battle, the Lanterns defeat Legion. mostly 

due to the creative thinking of new Lantern, Hal Jordan. Safe from this foe and finished 

with his training, Jordan returns to Earth to face the problems of his life that the ring 

cannot help him fix. 137 

After serving his time in jail for drunk driving and destroying a flight simulator, 

Hal's friends at Ferris took sympathy on him and gave him the job he always wanted­

test pilot. Having conquered his fears, he flies the Ferris Jets with ease, making everyone 

proud of him. His loved ones remain in the dark about his secret identity, and they do not 

know that his abilities as a Green Lantern far surpass those of Hal Jordan the pilot. 138 

2. Analysis of the Story of the Green Lantern 

All Green Lanterns, first and foremost, are characterized by their ability to 

overcome fear. Hal Jordan is no different. In the sixth issue, when fighting Legion on 

Oa, he admits his fear, remembering the words of his predecessor: 

.. Fear is, for yo~ an intellectual exercise," Abin Sur said. "It is a method of self­
preservation. That the ring singled (Jou out indicates your potential to overcome 
your fear, to become truly fearless." 39 

136 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley #4. 
137 Giffi~ Jones, and Owsley #5. 
138 Gi~ Jones, and Owsley #6. 
139 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley #6. 
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He again states, "But .. .I'm afraid." Nevertheless, as Hal reflects upon his fear, he moves 

to save Oa from Legion. This shows that even though he reflects upon his fear, he acts 

against it and overcomes it, just as Abin Sur predicted. As he thinks, he flies directly into 

the central core battery, absorbing sufficient power to contain Legion so that the Corps 

can bring him back to Tchk-Tchk where he will not be able to harm anyone for ages. 140 

Overcoming fear is an overarching theme of the earlier issues of the Emerald 

Dawn series as well, though the issue is not as explicit. The problems HaJ experiences at 

the beginning of the story all can be traced to fear. The memory of his father's fiery 

death keeps him trying to be a pilot, trying to make him proud. The inability to hold his 

life together makes him attempt to escape by toying with danger, both in the car and in 

the fl.ight simulator. Becoming Green Lantern allows him to escape temporarily to Oa, 

which Abin Sur calls the "method of self-preservation." Though he becomes a full 

fledged Green Lantern on Oa, his deeds on earth prove his fearlessness. He admits his 

guilt, atones for his mistakes, and even flies planes without the help of his ring. He learns 

to trust himself, which is a sign of conquering of fear. 141 

This transformation is illustrated by an 

inclusio that frames the narrative with two plane 

crashes. The first scene of the first issue shows 

Hal's flashback to his father's death. Unable to 

control his plane, Marty "Bishop" Jordan panics 

--\\~:1~~-t--_:_~~-·, 
,r"'; ~Gil,~~!.--~~·.~;;_ -.a. ..... ~---:--,' :-_,-~ i 

--~- - . !,,: ..... -- ·-" 

and ignores the warnings from tower control to Figure 10 

140 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley #6. 
141 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley #1-6. 



abort his mission and eject from the plane. He tries to regain control, only to crash in an 

explosion, a '4brightest day," that leaves Hal in a "darkest night.''t42 The story line ends 

with another pilot testing a plane that gets out of control. This time Hal is flying, and 

when the ring tries to take control of the plane, Hal takes it off and throws it out the 

window, declaring. "It's my show." He is so confident in his abilities that he does not 

even want the temptation of using the ring's power. Landing safely, Hal's flight not only 

serves to frame the entire piece, it also contrasts his father's flight. Mastery of his fear 

helps Hal overcome the plane's problems and bring it down in one piece. His father was 

afraid and lacked the clarity of mind 

necessary to land safely. Hal's fear 

becomes confidence, and his father's 

memory becomes an opportunity to 

learn from the past.143 

Another defining feature of 

Green Lantern is his creativity, which Figure 11 

guides the wonders wrought for him through the power of his ring. Sometimes he wills 

something to happen and it does, like forming a giant lawn mower to cut down 

carnivorous grass (figure 10). Other times he asks the ring for help if he does not know 

exactly how to perfonn the feat in his mind, like when he wants it to take him to another 

Lantern. In either case, the ring can bestow whatever marvels Hal can imagine. 

Occasionally, the ring moves on its own, providing protection for Hal that he may not 

even know he needs, like moving him out of the way of incoming projectiles (figure 11). 

142 Gitlin, Jones, and Owsley #1. 
143 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley #6. 
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In the six issues studied here. a great deal of the ring's power materializes as simple 

lasers shooting from Hal's fingers or force fields surrounding his body. Usually, though. 

it seems a new form emerges in every issue of Green Lantern. Part of the attraction to 

him for many readers is the power of the ring in partnership with the command of Hal's 

mind. 144 

Hal Jordan is known to comicbook fans as, "the greatest Green Lantern who ever 

lived."145 Though he protects sector 2814, he often heeds the call of Green Lantern 

Corps when they need extra help from time to time. There may be others who wield 

power rings, but nobody will ever top his fearlessness and creativity. 

144 Canaan, May 30, 2005. 
145 Phil Jimenez, DC Comics Encyclopedia (New York: DK Publishing, 2004), 132. 
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Chapter Four: Comparisons of Bibliad and Comiebook Cbaraeten 

Leadership, strength, personal transfonnation, mental competence, combat 

prowess, creativity, and working wonders are all characteristics shared by some or all of 

the seven characters examined in the two previous chapters. Captain America represents 

the patriotic warrior, struggling to keep his ego in check in light of the public's 

admiration and his teammates' respect for him. The Incredible Hulk symbolizes strength 

incarnate; battling super-powered villains as he fights to control his own rage requires 

both the physical aptitude of the Bulle and the mental powers of Bruce Banner. Green 

Lantern embodies fearlessness, creativity, and power. Gideon plays the role of heroic 

warrior while evolving from fearful farmer to fear-inspiring military leader. Samson 

epitomiz.es strength of body and mind, and simultaneously he demonstrates how 

vulnerability can tear down the strongest physical being, while faith in God grants 

strength to the devoted. Elijah and Elisha both denote leadership and creativity through 

miracles, and Elisha's conversion from servant to master distinguishes him from Elijah 

and elevates both of them as God's prophets. 

These seven characters exhibit certain similarities as far as personality, abilities, 

reputation, and experiences. But can they be classified as superheroes? The comicbook 

characters are called superheroes because they are more than regular heroes who might 

be defined as focal characters of their stories, great military figures, or individuals 

famous for their strength. 145 Danny Fingeroth defines superheroes as "individuals with 

fantastic powers (whether magic or 'science' based), [or] people who fight their battles 

145 Philip B. Gove, ed, Webster's Third New International Dictionary (Springfield, MA: 
G & C Merriam Company, 1961 ), "Hero." 
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with advanced technology (often differentiated from magic only because the author says 

so)."146 Fingeroth points out that three things superheroes have in common are strength 

of character, positive values, and the willingness to protect said values at any cost.147 

Bongco expands upon Fingeroth's explanation: 

Some of the features that would be repeated countless times in ... superhero stories 
could be listed as follows: a) aberrant or mysterious origins, b) lost parents, c) 
man-god traits, d) a costumed, secret identity, e) difficulties with personal and 
emotional relationships, f) great concern for justice, and g) use of superpower in 
politics. I48 

Captain America, the Incredible Hulk, and Green Lantern all exhibit the defining 

features of a superhero. They are granted abilities to aid them through the action of their 

narratives. They are all costwned, they have secret identities, their parents are not 

involved in the stories,149 and their atypical origins are the sources of their marvelous 

abilities. Their abilities are varied, but they all are granted "fantastic powers" or 

"advanced technology," that endow them with "man-god traits," and accord them the title 

superhero. 

In contrast, Gideon, Samson, Elij~ and Elisha do not have mysterious origins. 

The narrator informs the reader that they are from Abiezer (Judg 6: 11 ), Zorah (Judg 

13:2), Tishbi (1 Kgs 17:1), and Abel-meholah (I Kgs 19:16), and the text identifies all 

but Elijah's fathers. Gideon, Samson, Elijah, and Elisha are neither costumed nor 

orphans, and their identities are far from secret They are well-known and act in view of 

146 Danny Fingeroth, Superman on the Couch (New York: Continuwn Publishing, 2004). 
16. 
147 Fingeroth, 16-18. 
148 Bongco, 101-102. 
149 Captain America and Bruce Banner's parents are dead, and Green Lantern's mother 
seldom appears in his adventures, and usually only in flashbacks or brief cameo-like 
scenes. 
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the public eye. Ahaziah, for example, recognizes Elijah by his servants' vague 

description: "a hairy man, with a hide girdle tied around his loins.'' (2 Kgs 1 :8). The 

most significant disparity between the biblical and comicbook characters comes from the 

source of their powers. The biblical characters do, however, exhibit some characteristics 

from Fingeroth and Bongco' s classification of superheroes. The abilities and 

experiences appear to be the common aspects that link them as venerated literary figures. 

The first quality shared among many of them is leadership. Gideon and Samson 

serve as chieftains, which testifies to their positions of leadership. Though Gideon 

refuses to serve as king, the text makes it clear that the people follow Gideon's 

instructions when he asks for a part of their spoil after the Midianite battle. The Israelites 

immediately comply and give him part of their booty, and their lack of hesitation 

"indicates Gideon's status and influence"150 (Judg 8:24-25). Gideon also leads the 

Israelite anny, while Samson does not need to lead militarily because he is an army of 

one. Elijah and Elisha also emerge as leaders, but not in a military sense like Gideon. 

They are often referred to by other characters in the narrative with honorifics such as 

"My lord'' (l Kgs 18:7, 13; 2 Kgs 2:16; 4:16; et al), ''master" (2 Kgs 2:3, 5, 16; 6:5, 15; et 

al), and "my father" (2 Kgs 2:12; 13:14).151 When Elijah proves the power of God over 

Baal, the episode acts as a polemic emblematizing his authority over that of the earthly 

king Ahab (1 Kgs 18:19-40). Elisha's interchange with Jehu shows him as an authority 

figure, especially when he puts his hand over Jehu's (2 Kg 13:16), which testifies to the 

esteem Elisha held in the eyes of Israel. 

ISO Amit, 529n. 
151 Amit describes this phrase as "possibly an epithet of Elijah as Israel's defender,'' 
728n. 
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The comicbook characters also exemplify leaders of the people. Captain 

America's leadership defines him as much as bis patriotism. His quality as a vanguard of 

the American people is so prominent that even when he declares his desire to serve the 

people as a soldier, the pictures reveal that his authority outweighs his intent.152 Though 

leadership is not a main characteristic of Green Lantern and the Hulk, when called upon 

Green Lantern has been known to lead the Justice League of America; he ranks just 

below Superman and Batman when a leader is needed. 153 Even the Hulk conducts 

himself as a leader when in Banner fonn, for his vast knowledge of nuclear physics is 

respected by much of the scientific community.154 

The next attribute common among these characters is strength. Samson and the 

Incredible Hulk are identified most strongly with muscular power. Both of these 

characters perform incredible feats of strength, such as Samson killing a lion with his 

bare hands (Judg 14:5-6) or the Hulk manually ripping through a metal space station.155 

Captain America also gains an increase in physical fortitude from the super soldier 

serum, though not to the same degree as Samson and the Hulk. An extra amoW1t of vigor 

even supplies Elijah with the ability to run ahead of Ahab's chariot (1 Kgs 18:46). but 

strength writ large is not one of Elijah's defining characteristics; instead, his super speed 

in this scene indicates his ability to work miracles. 

Miraculous power is another common trait. Elisha and Elijah are able to perform 

miracles throughout their narratives, as described earlier (1 Kg 17-2 Kg 13). Worthwhile 

examples performed by both characters include bringing the two boys to life (1 Kgs 

152 Garney and Waicek, #7. See also figure 1, last chapter. 
153 Jimenez, 162. 
154 DeFalco, 9. 
ISS Way, Cha, and Keith, #90-91. 
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17:18-24; 2 Kgs 4:20-37) and providing unending supplies of flour and oil (1 Kgs 17:11-

15; 2 Kgs 4:1-7). Green Lantern can manipulate the energy from his power ring into 

almost anything from weapons and shields to SCUBA gear. For instance, after he meets 

Tomar-Re, Green Lantern creates a giant lawn mower to cut down the carnivorous grass 

infestation on Tomar-Re's planet. 156 He also possesses the ability to fly and to clothe 

himself in Green Lantern garb. 157 As mentioned earlier, the only things that limit his 

ability to perfonn wonders are his own imagination and the adherence to the Green 

Lantern Code. 

Another shared characteristic is creativity or cleverness. Gideon develops a 

strategy to defeat the Midianites by making them believe they are surrounded by a great 

army (Judg 7:15-21). Samson shows his creative side with his poetic rants (Judg 14:14, 

18; 15:16) and when he sets the Philistine wheat, grape, and olive supply ablaze by 

setting torch-laden foxes loose in their fields (Judg 15:4-5).158 Captain America, as stated 

previously, enhances his combat abilities with advanced strategies and clever use of his 

shield.159 Though the Hulk rarely does what can be called creative or crafty, bis alter ego 

constantly attempts new ways to maintain control over the monster within him, from 

156 Griffm, Jones, and Owsley, #4. 
157 Ron Marz, Green Lantern #SI (New York: DC Comics, 1994). Hal Jordan uses the 
same costwne for nearly thirity years as Green Lantern, but Kyle Rayner (who works as a 
comicbook artist when not saving the world), frequently designs new costumes for 
himself. See also Judd Winnie~ Green Lantern: Brother's Keeper (New York: DC 
Comics, 2003 ), 11. 
158 The biblical text proves this act to be especially well thought out when considering the 
first line of Judges 15, which includes the phrase "in the days of the wheat harvest,'' 
which would otherwise seem unnecessary for the advancement of the plot. Knowing that 
Samson's plan is implemented during the harvest shows that he is causing them more 
than an inconvenience-he is destroying their food supply for the season (Judg 15:1). 
u9 Garney and Waice~ #2. 
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continued gamma radiation treatments to Aboriginal meditation.160 Green Lantern's 

creativity is revealed in everything be fonns with his ring. If he can think of something, 

he can make it happen. 161 

Personal tnnsfonnation is also prominent among these characters. Gideon 

changes from fearful farmer to heroic warrior, though God views him as a warrior all 

along (Judg 6:12-8:32). Elisha develops from faithful servant to zealous master (1 Kgs 

19:19-2 Kgs 13:20). Hal Jordan's conversion into Green Lantern requires learning bow 

to deal with his fear, adjusting from running from it to overcoming it 162 For Broce 

Banner, his goal is to prevent change, but the quest to stop becoming the Hulk makes 

transformation a focal point for his character as well. 

Leadership, physical strength, miraculous power, creativity, and personal 

transfonnation stand out as the central defining features shared by the biblical and 

comicbook characters. Strength and abilities can be considered "fantastic powers" or 

even ''man-god traits," from the explanation of "superhero" above.163 Leadership can 

occasionally manifest itself as •~ of superpower in politics," though it usually shows 

itself as "great concern for justice," from Bongco's definition. Creativity and personal 

transformatio~ however, do not fit into these definitions, and therefore are not part of the 

requirements to be considered a superhero. 

160 Lee, Kirby, The Incredible Hulk, Vol. 1, #3ff; various authors, The Incredible Hulk, 
Vol. 3, #62ff. 
161 This ability was dangerous to Hal Jordan soon after his home town of Coast City was 
destroyed. He goes insane and rebuilds the entire city with energy from the power ring, 
attempting to construct a fantasy world for himself. Since this was classified by the Oans 
as using the power for personal gain, they tried to banish him from the Corps (Ron Marz 
and Darryl Banks, Green Lantern #48). 
162 Giffin, Jones, and Owsley, #1-6. 
163 However, "man-god traits" would not be recommended for describing characters from 
the Bible due to the theological purpose of the biblical text. 
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Though the characters share many similarities. the source of their powers points 

to a significant difference between the biblical text and comicbooks. While the 

comicbook superheroes take on powers and use them according to their own will, the 

biblical figures get their abilities from God. In each case, the character is affected by 

God's spirit. The phrase 111; run-:, "spirit of God" is used for Gideon when he summons 

the Israelites (Judg 6:34). The same phrase appears Samson is possessed by the spirit of 

God when he tights the lion, the thirty Philistines, and the thousand Philistines (Judg 

13:25; 14:6, 19; 15:14). Obadiah describes Elijah as being moved by the spirit of God (1 

Kgs 18:12),164 and regarding Elisha the prophets declare: 04The spirit of Elijah rests upon 

Elisha," by which they mean the powers granted Elijah by God (2 Kgs 2:15). Each time 

it appears, God's spirit strongly affects the hero in question, whether enveloping (Judg 

6:34), possessing (Judg 14:6, 19; 15:14), or resting on the character (2 Kgs 2:15). Each 

time the prevailing image is one of dominating the individual to endow him with 

superpowers. 

The biblical definition of rnrr: l'I'; comes from lsai~ which describes it as "A 

spirit of wisdom and insigh~ A spirit of counsel and valor, A spirit of devotion and 

reverence for the LORD'' (Isa 11 :2).165 Binyamin Oppenheimer further explains that 11".'1 

rn~ can only affect one character at a time, as demonstrated in 1 Sam 16:13-14, when 

God's spirit leaves Saul and cleaves to David. The hero affected by the spirit of God can 

do whatever God wills, such as having incredible strength or the ability to work miracles. 

164 Toe phrase "hand of God" is also used for Elijah when he races ahead of Ahab's 
chariot (1 Kgs 18:46). The intent is the same, even though the exact words are different. 
16s JPS, 870. 
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Only one hero can be great enough to deserve God's spirit at a given time, which 

strengthens the monotheistic message of the Bible: One hero parallels one God. 166 

The concept of only one hero in the world stands out against the comicbooks, in 

which many heroes work simultaneously, and the characters• various abilities come from 

non-divine sources, such as alien, mutate, or science. Typically a comicbook hero is bom 

with powers or is granted them either intentionally or through an accident that defines 

their development into a hero. Similar accidents happen to super-villains, the nemeses 

that are powerful enough to present challenges to superheroes. Whether the ability­

granting causes the character to become a hero or a villain depends on the caliber of the 

individual. For Captain America, his abilities are given to him because of his strong 

sense of patriotism and duty. Bruce Banner would never have gotten hit with gamma 

rays bad he not been concerned with the life of another human. Green Lantern was 

explicitly chosen because of his ability to overcome great fear. 167 

Another key difference between the Bible and comicbooks is the pmpose of the 

texts. The Bible is sacred literature, while comicbooks are entertainment literature. The 

166 Binyamin Oppenheimer, 'EmsiqlopediiiMiqra71. (Jerusalem: Bialik Institute, 1976), 
"Riiii"." 
167 A classic example of personality having opposite effects on individuals can be found 
in the Batman origin story, when Bruce Wayne witnesses his parents' murder at the hand 
of young mob goon Jack Napier, he dedicates his life from that moment on to training his 
mind and body, forcing it beyond the limits of human potential until he becomes Batman. 
As Batman, he devotes himself to deterring crime in Gotham City, and he eventually 
encounters an older, more powerful Napier. When Napier shoots at Batman, the bullet is 
deflected, punctures Napier's cheeks, and knocks him into a vat of strange chemicals. 
Though he survives, his skin pales, his hair becomes green, and his scars twist his face 
into a wild grin. From then on Napier talces the moniker Joker, and his deranged lack of 
concern for life makes him as formidable as Batman. Hence both Batman and the Joker 
are victims of circwnstance, but Bruce Wayne's noble character makes him a hero, while 
Jack Napier's criminal mind makes him a psychotic adversary of the caped crusader. 
Frank Miller, David Mazzucchelli, Batman #401-404. 
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books of Judges and Kings specifically present theological statements about the need for 

a united monarchy and the validity of Adonai over other gods. While comicbooks do 

occasionally exhibit social, political, and even religious themes, 168 their primary function 

remains economic gain for their publishers garnered via entertainment for their readers. 

So too the Hebrew Bible entertains even though it chiefly serves as sacred a guide for 

Jewish religious life. Thus, although the characteristics of the heroes in both texts are 

similar, they serve different purposes in their texts. The heroes of the Bible represent 

vehicles of God's power, while the heroes of comicbooks provide amazing stories with 

crises that can only be resolved by super-powered protagonists. 

This analysis of the biblical heroes shows that they do not warrant the label 

"superhero.'' They serve as the heroes of the Bible, but they are not above that level as 

the name superhero suggests, because God is the source of all power in the Bible. To 

confuse that issue would be to go against the theological message the biblical text 

presents so eloquently. Superheroes of comicbooks act on their own merit. and their 

abilities remain theirs until they die. For Gideon, Samson, Elijah, and Elisha, God 

decides how much ruach Adonai they receive, when they may use it, and if and when it 

gets taken away from them. With all their powers and abilities. the biblical heroes 

function as implements of God's power, and nothing more. So while the comicbook 

genre presents adventures of superheroes, it would be best to describe the biblical figures 

as "megaheroes," because of the prefix ''mega-," which points to a greater example of a 

168 Examples of social issues include Judd Winnick's series "Hate Crime," in which Kyle 
Rayner's assistant gets beaten because of his homosexuality (Green Lantern 3, #153-
155). Religious references are found in Mark Wald and Dan Curtis Johnston's "Tower of 
Babel" series, in which supervillain Ra's Al-Ghul disrupts the world's communication 
capabilities (Justice League of America #42-46, 1998). 
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hero, whereas "super-" points to something above a hero. Therefore, the name 

'"megahero .. suits Gideon, Samson, Elijah, and Elisha, who surpass the abilities of heroes 

who are not able to work wonders and use amazing abilities granted by God, but still 

exist as mortals who submit to God's will. 
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Chapter Five: Conclusion 

This thesis has delineated the distinguishing attributes of the seven focal 

characters and detemiined that the biblical characters do not qualify as superheroes. As 

demonstrated in the previous chapter, the goal of biblical literature prevents classifying 

Gideon, Samson, Elijah, and Elisha as superheroes. Having the status of megaheroes 

allows the bib1ical characters to stand out as amazing literary figures while not assuming 

a position above other mortals, especially in light of God's determination of the biblical 

heroes' powers. However, whether labeled superheroes or megaheroes, the central 

characters of both comicbook and biblical literature provide fascinating material for 

study. 

While the Bible and comicbooks differ in numerous, significant ways, this study 

has explored one common feature; the heroic figures found in these two bodies of 

literature. Though history may have changed the way people view the world, human 

nature has remained the same, and the characters in comicbooks and the Bible are 

splendid examples of humanity that have brilliantly connected readers to the text for 

thousands of years. Both the Bible and comicbooks have developed a loyal following, in 

part because of the fascinating stories told about characters like Gideon, Samson, Elijah, 

Elisha, Captain America, the Incredible Hulk. and Green Lantern. Audiences from 

ancient days to contemporary times have been attracted to stories featuring these types of 

characters. The myriad of publications about the Bible seems evidence enough to testify 

to its importance to the world at large, as does its reign as the number one bestseller since 

the invention of the printing press.169 Comicbooks have been popular since the l 930's, 

169 Russel Ash, The Top JO of Everything, (New York: DK Publishing, 1996), 112. 
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and though serious study has begun only recently, hundreds of titles are published 

monthly from tens of comic publishing companies.170 Both genres of literature have also 

gathered cult-like followings. The Bible inspired two of the world"s major religions, and 

comicbook fans gather at comicons171 around the world. At either type of gathering, 

inclusion into the group often requires an in-depth knowledge of the literature of the 

group, or at least a pretense thereof. 

Whether or not the reader relates to the personal _issues of the characters, reading 

about someone with ammng powers contributes to the experience of reading the Bible 

and comicbooks. The impossible feats described in both types of literature fascinate their 

readers, and characters serving the greater good inspire them.172 The biblical characters 

tend to be rich and realistic, even when perfonning impossible feats such as crossing 

bodies of water on dry land or defeating thousands of soldiers using only a donkey's 

jawbone. Both genres stimulate the imagination and furnish the readers with a fantasy 

world where the characters come alive. 

170 Marvel Comics and DC Comics, the two giants in the business, produce 
afiproximately fifteen titles per week. 
1 1 A comicon is a convention for comicbook fans. "Cons" as they are colloquially 
called, are often sponsored by vendors, who sell comicbooks and comic paraphernalia 
such as figurines and clothing. Lecturers speak on topics such as comicbook publication 
or art, and artists display or sell original drawings and paintings. Cons range from 
serious and scholarly to commercial and crass, and popular cons are usually annual 
events, such as the Big Apple Con in New York City every November. 
172 Comicbook creators are aware of this to the point where they consciously add 
instructions for their young readers. In the movie Spiderman, (Universal Studios, 2002), 
Spidey tells two kids who ask him how they can do what he does to "stay in school and 
eat your green vegetables." In their comicbooks, most superheroes never drink alcohol 
so they will have their wits about them if they are suddenly needed. For example, Bruce 
Wayne (Batman), drinks ginger ale in a champagne flute at social functions (Canaan, 
October 12, 2005). 
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Though these characters possess special powers, they Wldergo very human sorts 

of transformations and exhibit the types of flaws to which many readers can relate. Many 

of these characters must deal with a personal problem before they can effectively take on 

their role as megaheroes or superheroes, such as Gideon or Green Lantern overcoming 

fear. Overcoming great impediments makes for fascinating literature, and when the 

obstacles come from within the protagonists, the reader grasps the realism built into these 

fantastic characters. 

Many biblical and comicbook characters relate to their readers via a tragic flaw 

that prevents them from personifying perfection. 

Captain America relies too heavily on his shield 

and cannot help but give in to his own 

popularity. The Hulk and Banner battle 

constantly for control of their body. Green 

Lantern cannot affect anything yellow. Gideon 

builds an ephod. Samson yields to his desires 

for Philistine women. All of the biblical figures 

depend completely on God to perfonn their 

amazing feats. For the comicbook heroes these 

flaws often allow the writers to present exciting 

plot twists when villains exploit their Figure 12 

weaknesses. For example, when Captain America loses his shield, the artist literally 

paints a picture of hopelessness, showing Cap standing in a raft overlooking the vast 

ocean (figure 12). Any reader who struggles with despair, ego, sexuality, or anger 
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empathizes with the stories• figures. When the author shows that the heroes are 

imperfect, the severity of the reader's imperfections diminish when compared to 

problems of someone granted such amazing powel'S; even if that someone is fictional. 

In addition to serving as pop culture ico~ these types of stories espouse values 

and model behaviors that can inspire and influence their readers. The biblical characters 

act on behalf of God or under God's authority, and the text makes it clear which 

behaviors are to be lauded and which deserve punishment. Comicbook heroes, though 

not acting under divine influence, do exhibit exemplary conduct that can be utilized in 

tandem with biblical examples by Jewish educators. For example, the stories of Elijah, 

Elisha, and Green Lantern can be used as examples of how faith in God and in one's own 

creative abilities can help other people, which could relate to a lesson on tikkun olam or 

Jewish ethics. The comicbook stories also contribute useful parallels for teaching Bible 

stories, such as Supennan's similarities to Moses.173 Using Bible stories in partnership 

with comicbooks presents tales from the Jewish tradition directly connected to the 

modern day mytbos of the students. 

This thesis is not the first time a merging of comicbook and biblical genres has 

been suggested. Jeff Anderson and Mike Maddox published a graphic novel version of 

the Bible in 1998.174 JT Waldman has recently produced the book of Esther in graphic 

novel fonnat, 175 and Douglas Rushkoff hopes to see his graphic novel adaptation of the 

173 See Appendix C for an example lesson plan on this topic. 
174 Jeff Anderson and Mike Maddox, The Puffin-Lion Graphic Bible, (Oxford: Lion 
Publishing, 1998). 
175 IT Wal~ Megillat Esther, (New York: Jewish Publication Society, 2006). 
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Bible on shelves in the near future. 176 As a means of communication, the graphic nove1 

provides a method of relaying the biblical narrative that all ages can access, and that is 

entertaining on artistic and literary levels, as described in chapter one. 

When the Bible and comicbooks merge, they inevitably focus on the characters. 

The heroes who have inspired stories for thousands of years have evolved since the time 

of the biblical narratives, but their effects on readers remain the same. Even when their 

intent is purely entertainment, amazing characters dominate religious and secular 

literature because they cause readers to aspire to higher levels of morality and decency. 

176 Douglas Rushkoff, Testament, (New York: DC/Vertigo, 2006). Scheduled for 
publication in March 2006, according to an interview on January 6, 2006. 
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Appendb A: Biblical Souree Tests 

Gideon's Call: Judges 6:11-24 
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And an angel of Adonai came and sat undet' the terebinth that was at Ophrah of Joash the 

Abiezrite, and Gideon his son was beating out wheat in the winepress to make them 

escape from the faces of Midian. The angel of Adonai appeared before him and said, 

"Adonai is with you, heroic warrior." Gideon said to him, "Please, my lord, 'Adonai is 

with us?' Why has all this happened to us, and where are all his wonders that our fathers 

told to us, saying, 'Behold! From Egypt Adonai raised usP? And now he has forsaken us 

and given us to the hand of Midian!'' And Adonai turned to him and said, "Go. Your 

power is this: you will save Israel from the hand of Midian. Behold, I have sent you." 
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He said to him, "Please, my lord, how will I save Israel? My clan1 is the weakest in 

Manasseh. and I am the youngest in my father's house." Adonai said to him, "because I 

will be with you, and you will smite Midian as one man." And he said to him, "Please, if 

I have found favor in your eyes, make me a sign that you are speaking with me. Please 

do not depart from this until I come to you and bring you my afternoon sacrifice and set it 

before you." And he said, "I will stay until you return." And Gideon came and he made 

a young goat and an ephah of unleavened flour. He put the meat in the basket and he put 

the soup in a pot and he went out to him to under the terebinth and he drew near. The 

angel of God said to him. "Take the meat and the unleavened bread and place them on 

this cliff." And he did so. And the angel of Adonai sent the end of the staff in his hand 

and touched the meat and the unleavened bread and fire went up from the rock and 

devoured the meat and the unleavened bread. And the angel of Adonai left his eyes. And 

Gideon saw that it was an angel of Adonai and Gideon said, ''Aha, my God Adonai! For2 

I have seen an angel of Adonai face to face!" And Adonai said to him, "Peace upon you. 

Do not be afraid. You will not die." And Gideon built there an altar to Adonai and he 

called it, "God's Peace." Until this very day it is in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

Gideon vs. Baal: Judges 6:25-32 
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1 Lit. "cattle," which does not seem to make sense, unless the meaning refers to all the 
cattle he has to care for. JPS, JSB, and Oxford say "clans," and Anchor says, 
"contingent." 
2 1;1 ',~ •~ is a redundant phrase in Hebrew, using more words than are needed to express 
the idea (BOB p. 474). Therefore, all three words can translate to the English, "For;' to 
solve the syntactical issue. 
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That night Adonai said to him. "Take the young bull belonging to your father and a 

second bull seven years old. Tear down the altar of Baal which belongs to your father, 

and cut down the sacred post which is beside it. Then build an altar to Adonai your God, 

on top of this place of safety on level ground. Take the second bull and offer it as a burnt 

offering on the wood of the sacred post that you cut down." Gideon took ten of his 

servants and did as Adonai had told him. but he was afraid of his father's house and the 

townspeople to do it by day, so he did it by night. The townspeople arose the next 

morning and behold! The altar of Baal had been tom down and the sacred post beside it 

had been cut down, and that the second bull had been offered on the altar built there. 

They said to one another, "Who did this thing?" and they inquired and they investigated 

and they said. "Gideon son of Joash did this thingf" The townspeople said to Joash, 

"Bring out your son, and he will die, because he has torn down the altar of Baal and cut 

down the sacred post beside it!" And Joash said to all who stood against him, "Do you 

contend for Baal? Do you deliver him? Whoever contends for him will be dead by 

morning! Ifhe is a god, let him contend for himself, since his altar has been tom down!" 
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That day they named him Jerubaal, meaning "Let Baal contend with himself," since he 

tore down his altar. 

Gideon Assembles His Troops: Judges 6:33-7:8 
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All Midian, Amale~ and the Kedemites joined forces, they crossed over and encamped in 

the Valley of Jezreel. The spirit of Adonai enveloped3 Gideon, he sounded the shofar, and 

he summoned4 the Ahiezrites behind him. And he sent messengers throughout Manasseh, 

and he also summoned them behind him. He then sent messengers through Asher, 

Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they came up to meet them. And Gideon said to God, "If you 

will deliver Israel by my hand as you have sai~ behold, I place a wool fleece on the 

threshing floor. If dew will be on the fleece alone, and on all the ground dryness, I will 

know that you will deliver Israel by my hand, as you have said." And so it was. He rose 

early the next day, squeezed the fleece and drained the dew from the fleece, filling a bowl 

with water. Then Gideon said to G~ "Do not be angry with me ifI speak once more. 

Please let me make only one more test with the fleece: let dryness be on the fleece alone, 

while on all the ground there will be dew." God did so that night: dryness was on the 

fleece alone, and on all the ground there was dew. 

Jerubaal arose early, (he is Gideon,) and all the people with him encamped above En­

harod, while the camp of Midian was to the north of him, at Gibeath-moreh in the valley. 

Adonai said to Gideon, "Too many are the people with you that I am putting Midian in 

their hands. Lest Israel be glorified, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.' Now, call to 

3 Lit. "dressed" 
4 JPS says "rallied," Oxford and ABD say, "were called." Both translation& attempt to be 
loyal to different sentiments ofp~r,,, which literally translates to "he called out." Using 
"rallied" is loyal to the feeling of the text, showing that the Abiezrites (and later other 
tribes,) joined Gideon at the sound of the shofar, but it is lexically difficul~ changing the 
subject of the verb from Gideon to the tribe, making the impetus their own instead of 
coming from God's power through Gideon. Using "were called" is closer to the verb's 
meaning, but it creates a grammatical difficulty by making the verb passive, and there 
should be nothing passive about this section of the text. "He summoned" retains the 
concept of calling while staying true to the verb's tense and person, leaving neither a 
grammatical nor a lexical issue. 
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the ears of the people, 'Whoever is fearful and trembling, tum back, and fly5 from Mount 

Gilead.'" And 22000 of the people turned back and 10000 remained. Adonai said to 

Gideon, "There are still too many people. Take them down to the water and I will test 

them for you there. And when I tell you, 'This one goes with you,' that one will go with 

you, and all that I say to you, 'This one will not go with you,' that one will not go.11 And 

he took the people down to the water. Then Adonai said to Gideon, "All those who lap up 

the water with their tongues like the dog laps, set them away, and all those who get down 

on their knees to drink." Now those who lapped the water into their mouths by hand 

numbered three hundred, all the rest of the people got down on their knees to drink water. 

Then Adonai said to Gideon, "By the three hundred tappers I will deliver you and I will 

put Midian in your hands. Let every man go to his place." And the men took provisions 

in their hand, and the lappers and all the men of Israel to the man were each sent to his 

tent. and the three hundred men remained strong. The Midianite camp was below him, 

under the valley. 

The Battle in the Valley of Jezreel: Judges 7:9-25 

:;1:~ ,.,~~ ":P i1~0~~ ,.,_ o~p Mli'f; , .. 7~ ,9tcit] M~i1v n7;~~ "ry~) 
~,~,;-n9 l;l~f?~1 11 :i1il'.J~~,-r,~ i7i~ iT'1{)~ i1J;itt ,-,_ M117 iT!;'tl Mj_.,-o~, 10 

O"~~Otr n~i?-r,~ iiP,~ n1~~ ac~;, ,-,~1 rr~q~; i;,71:1 i""!: rt~!O,r-1 ii:::r~.1 
';J-i7 M~:~f p~~, C"~~l 012-.. ~:r,;1 F'~9~1 1:7Q~ 12 :i1~.o,:a .,~lj 

W"~-n~.i:t1 1iv7~ M!:l!l '3 :-;J-i7 c:v n~t'i~ ',;n~ i'9Q l"M Ol:,"?.9~~1.­
on', ',;',36 :run, "no',n oi',n iUi1 ,cat;., ci',n ~nv,, iDoo 

•••••• ; •••t •:•~•T •: ••~ •l - •: ••••: "••• 

M7¥~7 ~rr;,;,0~1 ',s~1 1;,~~1 ',t;fk:,-,i M:1!1 1:7Q n~i:,~:n 1tiJ1:1Q o"i:uw 
~'$;..-,~ li177~ :210-0~ "T:\7i nact ,.,~ .,~Mii] ~n~-,. li~l 14 ="v"t' ',~~, 

s Meaning of Heb. uncertain, though JPS translates it as "as a bird flies," showing the 
connection to -iu1,, meaning "bird." 
6i,,.~ 
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1i1'1~ n~q, C":;,~~f?.~ 24 :1~7~ "1QM ,!l'1'7~1 it,~J?-':,~-,~~ i~t'-1Q1 "~1'~l9 
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That night Adonai said to him, ttGet up and go down against the camp, for I have given it 

to your hands. And if you are afraid to go down, go down with Purah your boy to the 

camp and listen to what they say, after that your hand will be strengthened to go down 

against the camp." So he went down with his boy Purah to the end of the battalion that 

was in the camp. Midian, Amalek, and all the Kedemites were spread over the valley like 

locusts in multitude, and their camels were innumerable, like the sands on the seashore in 

multitude. Gideon came and behold! One man was telling a dream to another. "Lo, I 

dreamed a dream, and behold, a loaf of barley bread was turning through the Midianite 

camp. It came to a tent and struck it, and it fell, and it turned upside down, and the tent 
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fell!' The other answered, saying, 11That can only mean the sword of Gideon son of Joash 

the Israelite. God has put Midian and the entire camp into his hands." When Gideon 

heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he bowed low. He returned to the 

Israelite camp and said, "Get up! Adonai has placed the Midianite camp into your 

hands!" He divided the three hundred men into three companies and he gave every man a 

shofar and an empty jar, with a torch in each jar. He said to them, "Watch me, and do the 

same. When I come to the end of the camp, what I do, so should you do. I will blow my 

shofar, and all of you with me will blow your shofarot too, all arowid the camp, and you 

will say, 'For Adonai and for Gideon!"' Gideon came, and the hundred men with him, to 

the end of the camp, at the beginning of the middle watch, just as the guards were getting 

up. They sowided their shofarot and smashed the jars in their hands, and the three 

companies blew their shofarot and broke their jars. Holding the torches in their left hands 

and the horns for blowing in their right hands, they called out, "A sword for Adonai and 

for Gideon!" They stood each man in his position, surrounding the camp, the entire 

camp ran and shouted and fled. And three hundred shofarot were sounded, and Adonai 

turned every man's sword against his neighbor, and in the entire camp, and the camp fled 

to Beth-shittah, Zererah to the end of Abel-meholah near Tabbath. And the Israelites 

were summoned from Naphtali and Asher and from all of Manasseh and they pursued 

Midian. Gideon sent messengers all through the mowitains of Ephraim saying, "Go down 

to call out the Midianites and seize them at the water from Beth-barah to the Jordan. 11 All 

the men of Ephraim summoned and seized them at the water from Beth-barah to the 

Jordan. They captured Midian's two generals, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the 
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And the men of Ephraim said to him, "Why did you do that to us, not calling us when you 

went to fight Midian?" And they contended with him strongly. And he said to them, 

•~ow, what have I done like you? Aren't Ephraim's gleanings better than Abiezer's 

vintage! In your hand God has placed the Midianite generals Oreb and Zeeb, and what 

was I able to do like you?" So their spirit relaxed from him in his speaking that speech. 

Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed it. The three hundred men with him were wearily 

pursuing8• He said to the people of Succoth, "Please give some loaves of bread to the 

men who are at my feet, for they are famished, and I am chasing after Zebah and 

Z,alm~ the kings of Midian.11 But the officials of Succo1h said, "Are Zebah and 

.zalmunah now in the palm of your bands, that we should give bread to your anny?" 

Gideon said, "Thus, when Adooai gives Zebah and Zalmunah to my hands, I'll thresh 

your flesh with desert thorns and briers!" From there he went up to Penuel and spoke to 

them the same, but the people of Penuel answered him the same as the people of Succotb 

answered. He also spoke to the people of Penuel saying, "Upon my peacefuf return, I'll 

tear down this tower!" Zebah and Zalmwiah were at K.arkor with their encampment of 

about 15,000, all that remained of the entire encampment of the Kedemites, 120,000 men 

having fallen on drawn swords. Gideon went up the road of the tent dwellers, from the 

east to Nobah and Jogbehah, and smote the camp, and the camp was secure. Zebah and 

Zalmunah fled, and he chased after them, captured Zebah and Zalmunah, the two kings of 

8 Oxford says, "exhausted and famished," and JPS says, "famished, but still in pursuit." 
Anchor says, ''wearily giving chase," which recognizes that the pair of verbs is a 
hendiadys. 
9 Oxford and Anchor say "victorious," and JPS says, "safe." ci',~ means peace or 
wholeness, and does not easily translate into either of those terms, therefore the lexical 
issue is solved with italics, both for sarcasm and to imply that he was using the word 
peace to mean he would have come in peace had they not refused him, and instead 
Gideon and his troops will be the only ones at peace upon his return. 
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Midian, and terrified the whole army. Gideon son of Joash returned from the battle at the 

Ascent of Heres, he captured a boy from among the people of Succoth and questioned 

him. He wrote for him the officials and elders of Succo~ seventy-seven men. And he 

came to the people of Succoth and said, "Here are Zebah and Zalmunah, about whom you 

taunted me, saying, Are Zebah and Zalmwmh now in the palm of your hands, that we 

should give your weary men bread?111 And he took the elders of the city and desert thorns 

and briers, he made the people of Succoth aware with them. And he tore down its tower 

Penuel and killed the townspeople. He said to Zebah and Zalmunah, "How were the men 

you killed at Tabor?" They said, "like you is like them as one, in the fonn of sons of a 

king." He said, My brothers, the sons of my mother. As Adonai lives, if only you had let 

them live, I would not kill you." And he said to Jether his first-born, 11Get up! Kill them!" 

And the boy did not draw his sword, because he was afrai~ because he was still a boy. 

Then Zebah and Zalmunah said, "You get up and strike at us, because you are like a man 

of might." Gideon got up and killed Zebah and Zalmunah, and he took the crescents that 

were on the necks of their camels. 

Gideon's Downfall: Judges 8:22-35 
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The Israelites said to Gideon, "Rule over us, you, your son, and your grandson also, for 

you have saved us from the hand of Midian." Gideon said to them, "I will not rule over 

you. Neither I nor my son will rule over you Adonai will rule over you." And Gideon 

said to them, "I will ask you a question. Let each man give me the eaning of his booty." 

They had gold earrings because they were Ishmaelites. They said, "We will certainly 

give." And they spread out the mantle, and each man threw onto it the earring of his 

booty. The weight of the golden earrings that he had asked for was 1700 in gold separate 

from the crescents and the pendants and the purple gannents that were on the kings of 

Midian and separate from the collars on the necks of their camels. Gideon made an 

ephod and set it up in his own town of Ophrah. There all Israel acted as harlots after it, 

and it became a snare to Gideon and his household. Thus Midian was humbled before 

the Israelites and did not lift its head agai~ and the land was quiet for forty years in 

Gideon's days. Jerubbaal son of Joash returned to his house. Gideon had seventy sons 

come out of his loins, for he had many wives. His concubine in Shechem also bore him a 

son, and he named him Abimelech. Gideon son of Joash died at a good old age, and was 

buried in the tomb of Joash his father at Ophrah of the Abiezrites. When Gideon died, 

the Israelites returned to harlotry after the Baalim, and they set up Baal-berith as a god. 

The Israelites did not remember Adonai their God, who saved them from all the enemies 
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around them. And they did not do kindness to the house of Jerubbaal (Gideon) like all 

the good that he did for Israel. 

Samson's Birth: Judges 13:24-25 

',ryi,:i 25 :iiliT; ~n;7;;1 .,~!V .,,~~1 li~9~ iottn~ M1'?1:'1 ,~ itf~v ,7~1 
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The woman bore a son,. and she named him Samson. The boy grew up, and 

Adonai blessed him. The spirit of Adonai began to affect10 him in the encampment of 

Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. 11 

Samson in Timnah: Judges 14 
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10 See also Judg 16:19. 
11 Nonnally an episode would not contain such a small amount of text. Technically, this 
is the conclusion of the previous story of Samson's mother and father, as his birth is the 
legitimacy of the prophecy of the angel in their story. Nevertheless, as often happens in 
episodic stories, the end of one chapter lead to the beginning of another. 
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Samson went down to Timnah, and he saw a woman in Timnah from the Philistine 

women. He went up and told his father and mother, saying, "I saw a woman in Timnah 

from the Philistine women, now get her for me as a wife." His father and mother said to 

him, "Is there not a woman in the daughters of your brethren 12 and in all our people, that 

you must go and take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?" And Samson said to 

his father, "Get me that one, for she is pleasing to my eyes." His father and mother did 

not know that it was from Adonai, because it was an opportunity He was seeking against 

the Philistines, and at that time the Philistines were ruling over Israel. Samson and his 

father and mother went down to Timnah. When they came to the vineyards of Timnah, a 

young lion roare~ calling at him. The spirit of Adonai possessed him, and he tore him in 

12 JPS says, "kinsmen," but the KJV translation used here solves the lexical difficulty 
while retaining the likely meaning of the text itself, as Samson was an only child. 
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two like the cleaving of a kid with absolutely nothing in his hands, and he did not tell his 

father and mother what he had done. And he went down and spoke to the woman, and 

she was pleasing to Samson's eyes. He returned after days to marry her, he turned aside 

to see the remains of the lio~ and behold, a swarm of bees was in the corpse, and honey. 

He scraped it into his palms and he walked on and ate. He walked to his father and 

mother, he gave to them and they ate it, and he did not tell them that he had scraped the 

honey out of a lion's corpse. His father came down to the woman, and Samson made a 

feast there, for that was what young men did. When they saw him, they acquired thirty 

companions to be with him. Samson said to them, "Let me propound a riddle to you. If 

you surely expound it for me in the seven days of the feast and find it out, I will give you 

thirty linens and thirty changes of clothing, and if you are not able to tell me, you will 

give me thirty linens and thirty changes of clothing. 13" And they said to him, "Propound 

your riddle and we will hear it." And he said to them: 

"Out of the eater came something to eat, 

Out of the strong came something sweet."14 

They were not able to propound the riddle for three days. On the seventh day, they said 

to Samson's wife, "Persuade your husband to tell us the riddle, lest we bum down you 

and your father's house with fire. To impoverish us you called us here, no?" And 

Samson's wife cried on him and said, "You just hate me, you don't love me. You 

13 This to be a double repetition, not only because the stakes of the bet are repeated, but 
also because thirty linen outfits is the same thing as thirty changes of clothing, which is 
explained by a second definition ofc•,~3 offered by ABO:,.,~, n.[m.] treachery," (p. 93). 
This shows that the repetition could be a foreshadowing of the treachery about to be 
played upon Samson by his wife and his wedding companions. 

14 JPS 
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propounded a riddle to my cotllltrymen, and you did not conspire with me." He said, 

"Behold, I did not tell my father and mother, and you I will tell?" She cried on him for 

the seven days that were left of the feast, and on the seventh day he told her, because she 

pressed upon him. And she expounded the riddle to her countrymen. And the townsmen 

said to him, on the seventh day before sunset, "What is sweeter than honey, And what is 

stronger than a lion?" He said, "If only you had not plowed with my heifer, You would 

not have guessed my riddle!" The spirit of Adonai possessed him. He went down to 

Ashkelon and smote thirty of its men, and he stripped them and gave the changes to those 

who had conspired about the riddle. And his anger was kindled and he went up to his 

father's house. Samson's wife then became one of his wedding companion's. 

Samson vs. the Philistines: Judges 15 
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Days later, in the days of the wheat harvest, Samson visited his wife, with she-goat kids. 

He said, "Let me come into my wife's chamber." And her father would not let him come. 

Her father said, "I certainly said that you surely hated her, so I gave her to your wedding 

companion. Is not her yowiger sister better than she? Please, let her be yours instead." 

Samson said to them, "I am free this time from the Philistines, for I am doing evil to 

them."15 Samson went and caught three hundred foxes. He took torches and tmned them 

tail to tail, and he placed one torch between every two tails. He lit tire to the torches and 

sent them to the standing grain of the Philistines, consuming from stacks to standing 

grain, to the olive vineyards. The Philistines said, "Who did this?" And they said, "It was 

Samson, the Timnite's son-in-law, because he took Samson's wife and gave her to his 

wedding companion." And the Philistines went up and burned her and her father with 

fire. Samson said to them, "If you act like this, I will have revenge on you and after I will 

rest. 11 He smote them leg to thigh with great blows, and he went down and stayed in the 

cleft of the rock of Etam. The Philistines went up, made camp in Judah and spread out in 

15 Meaning, "Because of what you did to me, I am going to do all the more so to you." 
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Lehi. The men of Judah said, "Why did you rise up against us?" They answered, "To 

bind Samson to us to do to him as he did to us." And three thousand men from Judah 

went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam, and they said to Samson, "Do you not know 

that the Philistines rule us? What is this you have done to us?" He said, "As they did to 

me, so I did to them." They told him "We came down to bind you to give you to the hand 

of the Philistines." Samson said to them, "But swear to me, lest you encounter me." 

They said to him, "No, we will surely bind you and give you to their hand, and we will 

surely not slay you." And they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up from 

the rock. He came to Lehi, the Philistines raised a shout to call to him. And the spirit of 

Adonai possessed him, and the ropes on his arms became like flax that was consumed by 

fire, and his bonds melted from his hands. He found a fresh jaw of an ass and he sent his 

hand to it and took it, and with it he smote a thousand men. And Samson said: 

"With the jaw of an ass, an ass for asses! 

With the jaw of an ass I smote a thousand men." 

As he finished his speech, he threw the jaw from his band and he called that place 

Ramath-lehi. He was very thirsty and he called to Adonai saying, "You gave this great 

salvation in the band of your servant, and now I will die of thirst and fall into the hands of 

the uncircumcised!" And God split open the hollow was in the jaw. and the water came 

out of it and he drank, and his strength returned, and he lived. That is why it is called 

"En-hakkore of Lehi," to this day. He judged Israel in the days of the Philistines for 

twenty years. 

Samson vs. the Gazites: Judges 16:1-3 
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Samson went to Gaza. and he saw a whore there and came to her. To the Gazites it was 

said that Samson had come there, so they surrounded and contended all night in the town 

gate the whole night and they devised all night saying, "At the light of day, we will kill 

him." And Samson lay down until midnight. He got up at midnight, grasped the doors of 

the town gate and the two gateposts, and pulled them out with the bar. He placed them on 

his shoulders and brought them up to the top of the hill near Hebron. 

Samson and Delilah: Judges 16:4-22 
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After that, he loved a woman in the Wadi Sorek, named Delilah. The lords of the 

Philistines went up to her and said to her, "Persuade him and see wherein is his great 

power, and wherein we can prevail over him, bind him, and afflicted him, and we will 

each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver." And Delilah said to Sam.so~ "Tell me, 

wherein is your great power, and wherein can you be bound and afflicted?" Samson said 

to her, "If I were bound with seven moist remains that had not been dri~ I would 

weaken and I will be like one man." And the lords of the Philistines brought up to her 

seven moist remains that had not been dried, and she bound him with th~ and they 

stayed in wait in her room. She said to him, "Samson, the Philistines are upon your" And 

he pulled away the remains, as a strand of tow tears at the scent of fire, and his power 

was not known. Delilah said to Samson, "Behold, you deceived me, and you spoke lies 

to me! Now tell me please, wherein you will be bound. 11 He said to her, "Ifl were surely 

bound with new ropes that had never been used for work, I would weaken and I would be 

like one man." So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them, and she said to him, 

"Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" and they stayed in wait in her room, and he tore 
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them away from his arms like thread. And Delilah said to Samson, "Up to now you 

deceived me, and you spoke lies to me! Tell me wherein you may be bound!" He said to 

her, "If you weave me with seven braids ofmy head with the web." And she thrust it on a 

pin and said to him, 11Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" He woke up from his sleep 

and he pulled out the peg, the loom, and the web. She said to him, "How can you say, 'I 

love you,• and your heart is not with me? These three times you mocked me and did not 

tell me wherein is your great power." And when she had pressed upon him in her speech 

all the days, and she shortened his soul to death, and he told her all his heart. He said to 

her, "A razor has never gone up to my head, for lam a Nazirite to God from being in my 

mother's belly. If I were shaven, my power would tum from me and I would weaken and 

I would be like every man." Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, and she and 

called sent for the lords of the Philistines saying, "Come up this time, for he has told me 

all his heart." And the lords of the Philistines came up to her and brought up the money in 

their hands. She made him sleep on her knees. And she called to the man, and she shaved 

the seven braids of his hea(4 and she began 18 to afflict him, and his strength turned from 

him. She said, "Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" And he woke up from his sleep. 

and he sai~ "I will go out like the other times, and I will shake free," and he did not 

know that Adonai had turned from him. The Philistines seized him and gouged out his 

eyes and brought him down to Gau and bound him in bronze, and he was a grinder in the 

prison. And the hair of his head began to grow when it was shaved. 

Samson's Last Dance: Judges 16:23-31 

18 See also Judg 13:25. The same word is used when God's spirit first comes on him as 
when it leaves him. 
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The lords of the Philistines gathered to slaughter a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and 

to be festive. They said, 

"Our god has given to our hands Samson our enemy." 

The people saw him and they praised their god, saying, 

"Our god has given to our hands our enemy 

And the devastator of our land, who slew so many of us." 

When their hearts were good they said, "Call Samson here and make him play for us." 

Samson was called from the prison, and he laughed in front of them, and they stood him 

between the pillars. Samson said to the boy grasping his hand, "Let me rest and make me 

19!:l'\m> 
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touch the pillars that the house rests on. and I will lean on them." And the house e was 

full of men and women, and there were all the lords of the Philistines, and there were 

about three thousand men and women on the roof watching Samson play. And Samson 

called to Adonai9 saying, "Lord Adonai! Please remember me. and please strengthen me 

one more time, God. and I will surely avenge one of my two eyes from the Philistines." 

Samson grasped the two central pillars that the house rested on, and leaned on them, one 

on his right and one on his left. Samson sai~ "Let my soul die with the Philistines!" and 

he stretched out with power, and the house fell on the lords and on all the people in it. 

And the dead that died by his death were more than those who died by his life. His 

brothers and his entire father's house went down and carried him and brought him up and 

buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of his father Manoab. He judged 

Israel twenty years. 

Introduction of Elijah: 1 Kings 17:1-7 
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:r1!'; 0~~ i1~;:r-M'? :~ "n~ry ~.~"~1 c".~: rr~ ".,?1 ' 
Elijah the Tishbite, from the sojoumers22 of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As Adonai lives, the 

God of Israel before whom I stand23• there will be no dew or rain these years except at 

22 JPS says, "inhabitant," which gives the sense of a more pennanent residence in Gilead 
than Elijah was likely to have. BOB defines this word as "apparently of a more 
temporary and dependent kind" of dweller (p. 444). 
23 JPS says "serve," which is likely what it means, but it disregards the word ,,~,. so here 
the literal translation is used so as not to cause a syntactical issue. 
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my bidding." The word of Adonai came to him saying, "Go from here, tum yourself 

eastward and hide in the Wadi Cherith, next to the Jordan. You will drink from the wadi, 

and I have commanded the ravens to sustain you there." He went and did as Adonai had 

said. He went, and he stayed in the Wadi Cherith, next to the Jordan. The ravens brought 

him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from 

the wadi. After days24 the wadi dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 

Elijah and the Zarephite Widow: 1 Kings 17:8-24 
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24 Literally, "at the end of days," implying passage of time. To avoid a Christological 
misinterpretation of the literal translation, a more colloquial translation works better here. 
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And the word of Adonai came to him. saying, "Go up to Zarephath which is in Sidon, and 

stay there. Behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain you." So he 

went up to Zarephath. When he came to the entrance of the to~ and behold. a widow 

woman was there gathering wood. He called out to her saying, "Please take for me a little 

water in your vessel, and let me drink." She went to take it, and he called out to her 

saying, "Please take for me a bit of bread in your hand." She said, "As Adonai your God 

lives, if I had a cake, because I only have25 a handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a 

jug. Here I am gathering two sticks, and I will come and make them for me and my son. 

and we will eat them and die." Elijah said to her, "Don't be afraid. Go and do as you 

have said, but make me a small cake first, and bring it out to me, and for you and your 

son do afterwards, for thus said Adonai, the God of Israel: The jar of flour will not end 

and the jug of oil will not lack until the day that Adonai gives rain on the face of the 

ground." She went and did as Elijah had spoken, and she and he and her house ate for 

days. The jar of flour did not end, and the jug of oil did not lack, just as the word of 

Adonai spoken through the hand of Elijah. After these things, the son of the mistress of 

the house fell sick, and his illness was very strong. until no breath remained in him. She 

said to Elijah, "What is between me and you26, man of God, that you come to remind of 

my sin and make my son die?" He said to her, "Give me the boy," and he took him from 

her bosom, and he carried him to the upper chamber where he stay~ and laid him on his 

25 The word "have" is implied by the phrase in Hebrew. 
26 Literally, "What is to me and to you." JPS says, "What harm have I done to you," and 
Oxford says, "What have you against me." 
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bed. He cried out to Adonai and said, "Adonai my God, will you also27 bring evils on 

this widow with whom I stay. and make her son die?" And he stretched himself on the 

child three times, and cried out to Adonai, saying. "Adonai my God, please return this 

child's soul to within him!" Adonai heard Elijah's voice, and the child's soul returned to 

within him, and he lived. Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper 

room of the house, and gave him to his mother. Elijah said "See, your son lives." And the 

woman said to Elij~ "Now this I know: that you are a man of God and that the word of 

Adonai in your mouth is truth." 

Elijah confronts Ahab: l Kings 18:1-19 
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27 JPS and Oxford ignore the word "also," and only translate the n~NVJil ·n indicating that 
Elijah is speaking a question. 
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After many days, the word of Adonai came to Elijah in the third year, saying, "Go, 

appear before Ahab, then I will give rain on the face of the earth." And Elijah went to 

appear before Ahab. The famine was severe in Samaria. Ahab summoned Obadi~ who 

was the palace steward28• Obadiah feared Adonai very much. When Jezebel was cutting 

off the prophets of Adonai, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and bid them, fifty men in a 

cave, and sustained them with bread and water. And Ahab had said to Obadiah, 11Go in 

the land, to all the springs of water and to all the wadis. Maybe we will find some grass 

and we will keep horse and mule alive, and we will not be cut off from the beasts." They 

divided the land for them to go through it, Ahab went one way alone and Obadiah went 

one way alone. Obadiah was on the road, and behold, Elijah called to him. He 

recognized him and flwig himself on his face, saying, "Is that you, my lord Elijah?" He 

said to him, "It is I. Go tell your lord Elijah is here." And he said, "How have I sinned, 

that you are giving your servant to the hand of Ahab to be killed? As Adonai your God 

lives, there is no nation and kingdom to which my lord has not sent to look for you, and 

when they said, 'He is not here,' he made that kingdom and nation swear that they did not 

find you. And now you say, 'Go tell your lord: Elijah is here!' When I go from you, the 

spirit of Adonai will carry you off I don't know where, and I will come to tell Ahab and 

28 Literally, "over the house,'' but it is probably Obadiah's title, as JPS translates it 
"steward of the palace," and Oxford says, "in charge of the palace." 
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he will not find you, and he will kill me. Your servant has feared Adonai from my youth. 

Has my lord not been told what I did when Jezebel was killing the prophets of Adonai, 

and I hid a hundred of the prophets of Adonai, fifty men to a cave, and sustained them 

with bread and water? And now you say, 'Go tell your lord: Elijah is here! He will kill 

me! 11 Elijah said. "As Adonai of Hosts lives, before whom I stand, today l will appear 

before him." Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him, and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, "Is that you, troubler of Israel?" He said, "I 

did not trouble Israel, because it was you and your father's House, who forsook the 

commandments of Adonai and went after the Baalim. Now send to gather to me all Israel 

at Mount Carmel, and the four hundred fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred 

prophets of Asherah: those who eat at Jezebel's table." 

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal: 1 Kings 18:20-40 

:',;7~ry -,;;1-t,~ 0 .. ,1'.t";~;:rn~ f ~i?~l ',,.~'"!tr ~~;-',;~ :l~,;t~ n.~~~l 2° 
:.c.,m,s;, ,r-tu,-',.u ~o .. noe cr-,ac ,Jic-,11 ·,oac°hi c.in,-',:zi-',ac ~:,111,K ~~11 , 21 

• • : ••• ...... : ••• ♦ : ...... ·-· ••• 'T ••• ·: - T T T -.- T • H - ♦ -

,nN Cll7i1 ~ll1-1e',, , .. ,nK ~:,", ",17~:,-oK, , .. inK '.\:,', 'c,rt',Mi'T n,;,,-cM 
\ ¥T T IT , ; A T-,_ •: J : •.♦ \•t •t • : T "": •: J : " ":'! IT CT ! • 

',11:in ,N":lli "i:1', ;,,;,,', N":J:) .. r-i,nil .,5N c:bn-',K ·~;,•',N icKh, 22 :-,:i"!f •.· r •.· .J•• • t ,I\ • ••• = \'T ... ,. - T • ; s- - -= T T ._.. T • H •: ,- ,T T 

'inKi1 11ii 0cm', ~,n:i"i C"ia C"l~ !IJ';i-ilr-t"i 23:~"M C.,~cni n,M~-l7~iN 
\ T •: T T •: ••• T J -: : • : "' T ~- : T ; • : I• \ • • -: • \ I u •: : ••• 

"Mnl, inNi"T ,;n-nK r,U,l7N "SN, ,o.,tzr N"', U,Ki C"~l7it-t,l1 ·~c,ur, ~;,nnl"1 
·•.•aT: T•,.■,.. .IT•.••: .J•:-::•: •-:- A•T .J \ 0 ; •-•.rt•.• •T: '\.:-1· 

: nin;-c~~ MJi?~ '.,~~l c~"i'.'.'7~ cj1; cpK1i?, 24 :C"~ N~ u,~1 c,,~;.,p-',~ 
. :li~ i717?Niii Oj';:t-',; 1~!:1 t:1"}1',~;:t ac,~ tD~~ ~~-~~-,W~ C:J:6~;:t n;;:n 

njttac, ~tl7i ·,nac:, ,ari c:,', ,,n~ ',l7iln "N.,:1J', ,1111",N -,cat~, 25 :i:iirt 
'T • .J ·: - T •: IT <'t ·: ._. T ·: ••• -♦- ••• ••• .JU • ; • T • .. ••• - IT T •.,• 

i$ry-n~ ,ni?~f 26 :~c,~i:, N~ ut~1 c,~ .. cr",1$. c~; 'iat7p1 c:~'1;:t c.~~ ".~ 
'ib~~ c~,o.~ry-,~1 ,p,~ry~ t,~~t,(-cv;;i ,~7f?~) '·~tu~~ ~cry~ l~l-,~~ 

c,~,t1¥~ ,;:r;1 21 :ilW¥ ,~-~ o.~~~i:r"i ,ncp~"J l"!.~11 , .. ~, ',;I? ,.,~, 1l~~ ~~.~il 

l~r"?1 rrst? "?. N'.\h o.,p',lf"? '',;,r',,pil ~~7i? 'i~N~l ~i1~~~ orr; L,.~v:l 
Cl~f~~f ,i,,~~~1 ',;-,i ',;i?i1 '1M7P,~) 28 :f~:1 Nii;l 1'9.~ :~~K i~ 111.-"?1 i~ 

1,¥ ~•t~~Z:,.~l C:iJJ,ij ,~~~ '"i'.T"J 29 !Cr.)"~~ c:r7~~-,~ c:r:r91;i ni;i1Qi 
i~~ cv;:r-',~~ ~:i!~~ ,~N,1 30 ::l~~ , .. ~, i'1~l1-1"~1 ',;i,-, .. ~, itD~~v ni~P,~ 

115 



01:'tp ~i1!~~ n~~1 3l :O~'!viJ i1li't~ n,;1Q·n~ ~i1~l ,~~~ OJn,-',~. ~~~~) "?lt 
ibat~ ·,,7~ :"!li"T~·,;-, ;,iv 11

.,~~ :ip~~-"J.il "P,;,~ ,~9Q:p O"~~, 'n1~i 
'n"~:P i"T7il;' ta~~'.1 :"!.li't~ C!P~ ~J~1Q c~~;i~:,-n, ni:;i~l 32 :;9..~ il~;:t: ',~1tr 

-',~ c~1 ,~;:rn-, 'nti~~l c~~v.i,-n~ 17~~ 33 :r:,;H~? :l",:;11? 11-,f o:~at9 
o~;;.n,-',v.1 i'f,7»v-',i ~F,,:1 Cl:9 '0"1?. iWi7~ ,tt~Q .,~at,1 34 :C"~P.v 
OJi n:nc', :l"::10 C"mM ~:,',,., JS :ittf,u; .. , ,m~tD ,01tni ~)~11, ·,ltD ,oat•, 

nirt" :.,CN9i" ~N":lli'T '~~1t""·.• ~i,., nhlOi't n,~113 ,.'ii~i 36 ;o .. c-M~~- n',vnit.~MN 
T 1 ••• - • T ••• JIT • •• - •- T ; • •: .I -!. ••• .1 • :- • •T ••, • \T T .r ••• •: 

:.~~1 "-~1t:P C"!f',1$ n;,~r"~ 11i1: c,~ry "~1t1 PJ:T,: 0:,1;,, ',ij',~ 
,11,:.1 "~i~ 'iili1~ "~~~ 37 :rr~~v C":1;1ry·',;, n,~ "I:l"f?l1 ;'1:;i,:;i, U.~ 

',mr-n 38 :n"JihN c:n',·nat n:;icm i'tntti C"ii',Mrt rn;r, nnair":, nin Cl1i"t 
.J • .. ,. - -: \T • ·: ,. I • -; '7T .... l A· VT \T : ,T .... t· ·-···· JT T 

C"'~n-nM, ig11;-rnait, O"l:laiti't·nac, C"~u,n-nMi n',:un-naic ',:,ttr-,i nin"-tDM 
·M~M 'nin" A~;Ottii,· CM~l~~\.,17 ,~D,., c~;i-',;: 'tt,i., 39 :n:,n', ~~,n~-~tZ1M 

..1 T : : J- A•.,• .,._: ••• \ : •.- Q T T T :-- T JI• • \T T ; •: • •.~ -: 

',11in "M":ll-nK ~U,!)M oft', ,n~',M iOM91 , 40 :C"'ii"Mi'I art,il i"tirt" C"i-f',Mi'T 
•: ••• • .. • ..t•• • I .... .I : • •: 1' T ' •• ••• - 1 • ~ T I \T : • ,:: T 

:c~ o.~tt,~'.! ,~~"?. "11r.,~ '~n~~~ 0.1.7,,.1 c!1~,~~) c_;:;rQ ~,~~:·',~ ut'M 
Ahab sent to all the Israelites and gathered the prophets at Mount Carmel. Elijah 

approached all the people and sai~ "Until when will you hop29 between two opinions? If 

Adonai is God, go after Him, and if Baal, go after him!" the people did not answer him a 

word. Then Elijah said to the people, "I, I am the remaining prophet of Adonai alone, 

and the prophets of Baal are four hundred and fifty men. Let two young bulls be given to 

us, let them choose one bull for themselves, let them cut it up, and let them lay it on the 

woo~ but they will not put fire on it. I will make the other bull, I will lay it on the wood, 

and I will not put fire on it. You will then call your god by name, and I will call Adonai 

by name, and it will be that the god who responds with fire, is God." And all the people 

answered, saying "The thing is goodf II Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one 

29 JPS uses hop for the root nog saying, "keep hopping between two opinions," and 
Oxford says, "go limping with two different opinions." Both texts stay true to their 
translation of the root in verse 26 below (see note.) Use of either word translates 
properly, but using limping gives Jezebel's prophets the image of a lame, slow moving 
people, unable to activate themselves to service to Adonai, and the use of hopping gives a 
sense of a desperate people unable to hold still enough to be aware of the still, small 
voice in which the spirit of God rests, as in 1 Kings 19: 12. 
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bull and prepare it first, for you are many30• Call your god by name, but put no fire. 11 

They took the bull that was given them, they made it, and called Baal by name from 

morning until noon, saying, "Baal, answer us!" and there was no voice, and no answer, 

and they hopped upon the altar that was made. At noon Elijah mocked them, saying, 

"Call in a great voice, because he is a god. He may be in_ conversation, he may be moved 

away, or he may be on his way, or maybe he is asleep and will wake up." So they called 

in a great voice, and cut themselves, as was their practice, with swords and spears, until 

blood poured over them. When noon passed, they enraptured until afternoon arose, and 

there was no voice, no answer, and no cognition. Elijah said to all the people, "Approach 

to me", and all the people approached to him. He repaired the damaged altar of Adonai. 

And Elijah took twelve stones, like the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob who had 

the word of God saying, "Israel will be your name," and he built an altar of the stones in 

the name of Adonai. He made a trench that could house31 two seabs of seed around the 

altar. He arranged the wood, and he cut up the bull and set it on the wood. And he said, 

"Fill four jars with water and pour it over the offering and the wood." And he said, "Do it 

a second time", and they did it a second time. "Do it a third time," he said, and they did it 

a third time. The water went around the altar, and also the trench was filled with water. 

As afternoon arose, the prophet Elijah approached and said, "Adonai, God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Israel! Today let it be known that You are God in Israel and that I am Your 

servant, and that by your word I have done all these things. Answer me, Adonai, answer 

me, that this people may know that Yo~ Adonai, are God, and You have turned their 

30 JPS says, "the majority." 
31 JPS and Oxford say, "large enough." but the English colloquialism •~o house," stays 
true to the word n~~. 
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hearts backward. ti Then fire from Adonai fell and devoured the offering. the wood, the 

stones, and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench. And all the people 

saw and fell on their faces and said, "Adonai is God, Adonai is Ood!" And Elijah said to 

them, "Seize the prophets of Baal, do not let a man of them get away." They seized them, 

and Elijah brought them down to the Wadi Kishon and slaughtered them there. 

Elijah Sends Down Ahab and the Rain: 1 Kings 18:41-46 
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Elijah said to Ahab, "Oet up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of much rain," and Ahab 

went up to eat and drink. Elijah went up to the top of Carmel, bent to the ground, and put 

his face between his knees. And he said to his boy, .. Oet up, please. Look sea-ward." He 

went up and looked and said, "There is nothing." And he said, "Go back seven times, "3l 

and it was the seventh, and he said, "Behold! A cloud as small as a man's hand is rising 

from the sea." He said, "Go say to Ahab, 'Hitch up and go down and the rain will not 

restrain you.'" Meanwhile33 the sky darkened with clouds and wind, and there was a 

32 Oxford has the end quote here, and JPS has it after "go back." This syntactical 
problem works with both solutions, but keeping the end quote here gives Elijah more of a 
prophetic image than the JPS version. If Elijah tells the servant boy just to go back, and 
this happens seven times, it is as if Elijah was WlSure exactly when it would come, but he 
knew it would be soon. But if he tells him to go back seven times, he knows how long it 
will take for the cloud to show, because he is a prophet. 
33 Literally, .. from then to then," but ABD says, "n21-,l"! i'T:b-,~ till now and till then, i.e. 
meanwhile" (pg 462). 
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great rain, and Ahab mounted and rode his chariot and went to Jezreel. The hand of 

Adonai was on Elijah, and he girded his loins and ran before of Ahab until coming to 

Jezreel. 

Elijah Flees from Jezebel: 1 Kings 19:1-9a 
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Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and all the prophets he had slain by the sword. 

Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do and more at this time 

tomorrow if I make your soul like the soul of one of them.·· He was afraid and he got up 

and went for the sake of his life. He came to Beer-sheba, which is in Judah, and left his 

boy there. He went into the wilderness one day in, and he came and sat down under a 

broom bush, and asked his soul to die. He said, "It is too much! Now, Adonai, take my 

soul, because I am no better than my fathers. 11 He lie down and fell asleep under a broom 

bush. And behold, an angel touched him and said to him, "Get up and eat. 0 He look~ 

and behol~ at his head was a stone--cake34 and a jug of water. He ate and drank, and lay 

down again. The angel of Adonai came back a second time and touched him and sai~ 

"Get up and ea~ because the way will be too much for you." He got up and ate and 

34 c•~,, ~: cake of hot-stones, i.e. baked on them (ABO p. 728) 
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drank, and went with the power of that meal forty days and forty nights as far as the 

mountain of God at Horeb. There he came to a cave, and he spent the night there. 

God Calls Elijah: 1 Kings 19:9a-18 
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Then the word of Adonai came to him. He said to him, "Why are you here, Elijah?" He 

said, "I have always been zealous3s for Adonai, the God of Hosts, for the Israelites have 

forsaken Your covenant, tom down Your altars, and killed Your prophets by the sword. I 

alone remain, and they seek to take my soul. 11 He said, "Come out and stand on the 

moW1tain before Adonai. 11 And behold, Adonai passed by. There was a great and mighty 

wind, splitting mountains and crumbling crags36 before Adonai. Adonai was not in the 

wind. After the wind was an earthquake. Adonai was not in the earthquake. After the 

35 The infinitive absolute here is most often translated, "very zealous," (Oxford and KN.) 
JPS uses ''moved by zeal," but the past tense ,r:M1P. motivated the translation above, which 
solves this grammatical issue. 
36 JPS says, "shattering rocks," and Oxford and KJV say, "breaking rocks in pieces." 
Literally, "breaking cliffs into pieces," I could not resist the consonance here. 
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earthquake was a fire. Adonai was not in the fire. After the fire was a still, small voice37• 

When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the 

entrance of the cave. Behold, a voice said to him: "Why are you here, Elijah?" He 

answered, "I have always been zealous38 for Adonai, the God of Hosts, for the Israelites 

have forsaken Your covenant, tom down Your altars, and killed Your prophets by the 

sword. I alone remain, and they seek to take my soul." Adonai said to him, "Go back 

your wayi to the wilderness of Damascus, and go anoint Haz.ael as king of Aram. Anoint 

Jehu son of Nimshi as king of Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah 

as prophet in your place39• The one who escapes the sword ofHazael, Jehu will kill him, 

and the one who escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill him. I will leave in Israel 

seven thousand every knee that did not bend to Baal and every mouth that did not kiss 

hi " m. 

The Aaointing of Elisha: 1 Kings 19:19-21 
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37 From KJV. Literally, "thin whisperln& voice." JPS says, "soft, murmuring sound," 
and Oxford says., "a sound of sheer silence." The KJV phrasing is commonplace in the 
21 st Century, and the implications of the phrase have a more profound effect on today's 
readers than the others. 
Note also the sequence of short sentences. JPS, KJV, and Oxford all use the word "but" 
to solve the syntactical difficulty of the repetition of the coajunctive vav. By 
intentionally disrupting the syntax, however, Elijah seems to be concentrating, paying 
careful attention to discover the presence of Adonai. 
38 See note #40 
39 Oxford. JPS and KJV say, "to succeed you as prophett which has a similar, though 
more colloquial meaning but changes the syntax. 
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He set out from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat, and he was plowing. There were 

twelve yoke40 of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him 

and threw his mantle over him. He left the herd, ran after Elijah, and said, "Please let me 

kiss my father and mother, and I will go after you. 11 And he said to him, "Go back, for 

what have I done to you?" He tmned back from him and took the yoke of oxen and 

slaughtered them, he boiled the herd in a vessel and gave the meat to the people, and they 

ate. He got up, went after Elijah, and served him. 

Ahab Repents: 1Kinp 21:18-28 
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Then the word of Adonai came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, "Get up and go down to 

meet King Ahab of Israel who is in Samaria. Behold, he is in Naboth's vineyard, he has 

gone down there to take possession of it. Speak to him, saying, 'Thus said Adonai: Have 

40 BDB defines ,9, as, ''couple.pair, usu. of animals," but Oxford, JPS, and KJV all say, 
"yoke,'' which attaches oxen together the way a pair of animals would be attached. 
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you taken possession through murder41? Thus said Adonai: In the place where the dogs 

lapped up Naboth's blood. the dogs will also lap up your blood."' Ahab said to Elijah, 

"So you have found me, my enemy? .. And he said, "Yes, I have found you. On account 

of having sold yourself"2 to do evil in the eyes of Adonai. behold I will bring evil upon 

you. I will consume that which comes after you, and I will cut off every one from Ahab, 

bond and free, 43 from Israel. And I will make your house like the House of Jeroboam 

son ofNebat and like the House ofBaasha son of Ahijah, because of the wrath you have 

provoked by making Israel sin. And Adonai has also spoken of Jeubel, saying, 'The 

dogs will devour Jezebel in the field of Jezreel. The dead of Ahab in the city will be 

devoured by dogs, and the dead in the field will be devoured by the birds of the sky.'" 

(Only there has never been one like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of 

Adonai, at the instigation of his wife Jeubel. He acted very abominably, going after 

idols like all the Amorites, whom Adonai dispossessed before the Israelites.) When Ahab 

heard these words, he rent his clothes and put sackcloth against his flesh, and he fasted 

and lay in sackcloth and walked gently. The word of Adonai came to Elijah the Tishbite, 

saying "Have you seen that Ahab has humbled himself before Me? On account of his 

humbling himself before Me, I will not bring evil in his days, in the days of his sons I 

will bring evil upon his house." 

41 JPS, Oxford, and KJV all say something similar to, "Have you murdered and taken 
wssession," which is a syntactical/grammatical problem, as it ignores the hendiadys. 
2 BDB p. 774. JPS, Oxford, and KJV all use, "Because," instead of"On account of," 

which creates a lexical problem. 
43 The four word phrase :itttv, '"1'3&fl -i•p,~ r1:1~ appears three times in Kings ( l Ki 14: 10, 
21 :21, and 2K.i 9:8) and literally means, "those who urinate against the wall and those 
who are left restrained." Since this colloquialism means nothing to the modem reader, 
JPS and Oxford use "bond and free'' to update the phrase. 
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Elijah vs. King Ahuiah: 2Kings 1 
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Moab rebelled against Israel after Ahab's death. Ahaziah fell through the lattice in his 

upper chamber in Samaria and was injured. He sent messengers, and said to them, "Go 
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inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, if I will revive from this injury." An angel of 

Adonai said to Elijah the Tishbite, "Get up, and go up to meet the messengers of the king 

of Samaria and say to them, 'Is there no God in Israel that you go to inquire of Baal­

zebub, the god of Ekron? And so, thus said Adonai, "You will not come down from the 

bed you are upon, for you will surely die."' And Elijah went. The messengers returned to 

him, and he said to them, "Why have you returned?" They said to him, "A man came up 

to meet us and said to us, 'Go back to the king who sent you, and say to him: Thus said 

Adonai, 'Is there no God in Israel that you go to inquire ofBaal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 

Thus, You will not come down from the bed you are upon, for you will surely die."' He 

said to them, "What was the manner of the man who came up to meet you and told you 

these things?" They said. "A hairy man, with a hide girdle tied around his loins." He 

sai~ "He is Elijah the Tishbite." And he sent to him a captain of fifty and his fifty. He 

went up to him, and behold. he was sitting at the top of the mountain. He said to him, 

"Man of God, the king says come down!" Elijah answered and spoke to the captain of 

the fifty, "If I am a man of God, let fire from heaven come down and devour you and 

your fifty," and fire from heaven came down and devoured him and his fifty. And again 

he sent to him another captain of fifty and his fifty, and he answered him, saying, "Man 

of God, the king says come down quickly!" Elijah answered him saying, "If I am a man 

of God, let fire from heaven come down and devour you and your fifty," and fire of God 

from heaven came down and devoured him and his fifty " Again he sent a third captain 

of fifty with his fifty. The third captain of fifty came and went up. knelt on his knee in 

front of Elijah, and sought favor of him, saying, "Oh, man of God, please let my soul and 

these souls of your fifty servants be precious in your eyes! Behold, fire from heaven has 
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come down and devoured the first two captains of fifty and their fifty, and now let my 

soul be precious in your eyes." An angel of Adonai said to Elijah, 11Go down with him. 

do not fear him." So he rose and went down with him to the king. He said to him, "Thus 

says Adonai. Because you sent messengers to consult Baal-zebub the god of Ekron as if 

there were no God in Israel to consult His word, you will therefore not come down from 

the bed you are upon, for you will surely die... And he died, according to the word of 

Adonai that Elijah spoke. Jehoram succeeded him as king, in the second year of Jehoram 

son of Jehoshaphat King of Judah, for he had no son. The other events of Ahaziah's reign 

and his actions are recorded in the Annals of the Kings of Israel. 

The Death ofElijahffbe Passing of the Mantle: 2Kings 2:1-22 
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When Adonai was to bring Elijah up in a storm-wind to heave~ Elijah and Elisha went 

from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Please stay here, for Adonai has sent me to Bethel." 

Elisha said, "By the life of Adonai and by the life of your soul I will not leave you." They 

went down to Bethel. Guild prophets44 at Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, "Do 

you know that today Adonai will take your master away from your head?" He said, "I 

also know it Be silent." Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for Adonai has sent 

me to Jericho. 11 Elisha said, "By the life of Adonai and by the life of your soul I will not 

leave you." They came to Jericho. The guild prophets who were at Jericho approached 

Elisha and said to him, "Do you know that today Adonai will take your master away from 

44 There is a lexical issue here. JPS says, "Disciples of the prophets," KJV says, "Sons of 
the prophets," and Oxford says, "The company of prophets," which is closest to this 
translation, but use of the word "guild" gives the flavor of the role of these c"l_t•~tt •~J., as 
defined by BDB, "member of a guild, order or class, c•t:t•~;:r •~~ i.e. those belonging to the 
prophetic order." (p. 122) David Posner describes any construct with m\µ and another 
noun as a "noW1 ofrelatio~" meaning the literal translation given by KJV is incorrect and 
"silly," (memo, "The Meaning of Bar/Bas Mitzvah: Correcting a Case of Mistaken 
Linguistic Identity," Nov. 3, 1997) 
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your head?" He said, "I also know it. Be silent." Elijah said to him, "Please stay here, for 

Adonai has sent me on to the Jordan. n He said, "By the life of Adonai and by the life of 

your soul I will not leave you," and they walked together45• Fifty men of the guild 

prophets went and stood across from them from afar, and the two of them stood at the 

Jordan. Elijah took his mantle, folded it up. and hit the water. It divided here and there, 

and the two of them crossed on dry land. As they crossed, Elijah said to Elis~ "Ask 

what I will do for you before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Let a double portion of 

your spirit be for me." "You have asked a difficult thing. If you see me taken from you, 

it will be so for you. If not, it will not be. 11 As they went on walking and talking, a 

chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them and brought Elijah up in a 

storm-wind to heaven. Elisha saw it, and he cried out, "My father, my father! Israel's 

chariots and horsemen!" When he could no longer see him, he grabbed his gannents and 

tore them in two pieces. He picked up Elijah's mantle that had fallen from above hi~ 

and he stood again at the bank of the Jordan. He took Elijah's mantle that had fallen 

from above him, he struck the water and said, "Where is Adonai, the God of Elijah even 

he46?" He struck the water, it parted here and there, and Elisha crossed over. When the 

guild prophets at Jericho saw him opposite them, they said, 'The spirit of Elijah rests 

upon Elisha!" And they came to meet him and bowed before him on the ground. They 

said to hlm, "If you please, your servants have fifty men-soldiers--with them. Please 

let them go and seek your master, lest the spirit of Adonai has thrown him to one of the 

45 Literally, ''the two of them," but using "together" conveys the culmination of the 
progression of the three exchanges of Elij~ Elisha, and the guild prophets. 
46 KJV, JPS, and Oxford translate M1:r,at after the end quotes on Elisha's statement. The 
etnachta in 1n;~ makes this translation fitting, but the vav in n.~~1 makes this a syntactical 
problem. Perhaps the confused language relays Elisha's anguish at the loss of his master, 
hence in this translation it is moved to before the end quote. 
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mountains or in one of the valleys." He said, "Do not send them." They pushed him 

Wltil he was embarrassed, and he said, "Send them." They sent out fifty men, they 

searched for three days and did not fmd him. They returned to him while he was staying 

in Jericho, and he said to them, "Didn't I tell you not to go?" The men of the city said to 

Elisha, "Please behold, dwelling in the city is good, as my lord sees, and the water is bad 

and the land causes barrenness." He said, "get me a new jar and put salt in it." They got it 

for him. He went to the spring of water and threw salt into it. And he said, "Thus said 

Adonai: I healed this water, death and barrenness will no longer come from it!" The 

water has remained healed to this day, as the word of Elisha that he spoke. 

Elisha Diseiplines 42 Children: 2 Kinp 2:23-25 
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He went up from there to Bethel.. He was going up the road, and little boys came out of 

the town and mocked him, saying, "Go up, baldy! Go up, baldy!" He turned around and 

looked at them and cursed them in the name of Adonai. And two she-bears came out of 

the woods and ripped apart forty-two of the children. He went from there to Mount 

Cannel, and from there he returned to Samaria. 

Elisha and the Three Kings: 2 Kings 3 
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The king of Israel, the king of J~ and the king of Edom went, and they went around 

for seven days, and there was no water left for the camp or for the animals at their feet. 

The king of Israel said, "Alas! Adonai called these three kings to give them to the hands 

of Moab." Jehoshaphat said, "Isn't there a prophet of Adonai here, may we inquire of 

Adonai through him?" One of the servants of the king of Israel answered, saying, "Elisha 

son of Shap~ who poured water on the hands of Elijah, is here." Jehoshaphat said, "He 

has the word of Adonai." The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went 

down to him. Elisha said to the king of Israel, "What is there between me and you? Go to 

your father's prophets and your mother's prophets." But the king of Israel said, "No, for 
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Adonai has called these three kings to give them into the hands of Moab. It Elisha said, 

"By the life of Adonai of Hosts, before whom I serve, if it were not for the face of King 

Jehoshaphat of Judah, I would not lift up to look at you nor see you. Now, get me a 

musician." As the musician played, the hand of Adonai was upon him, and he said, "Thus 

says Adonai: make this wadi full of ditches, for thus said Adonai: You will see no wind, 

you will see no rain, and this wadi will be filled with water, and you and your cattle and 

your animals will drink. And this is but a trifle in the eyes of Adonai, and He will give 

Moab to your hands. You will strike every fortified city and every choice city, you will 

fell every good tree and stop up every spring of water, and every good plane you will mar 

with stones." And in the morning, at the meal offering, water came from the way of 

Edom and the land was filled with water. And all of Moab heard that the kings were 

coming up to wage war on them, every one girded in a girdle was summoned, and they 

went up and stood at the border. They arose early in the morning, and the sun rose over 

the water, and Moab saw from the distance the water was red as blood. They said, "This 

is blood! The kings have surely put each other to the sword and smote each other. Now 

to the spoil, Moab!" They came to the Israelite camp, and the Israel arose and smote 

Moab, and they fled before them. They constantly attacked Moab, and they tore down the 

cities. Every man threw a stone into each good plane to fill it, and they stopped up every 

spring and felled every good tree, until the stones of Kir-hareseth were left, and the 

slingers surrounded it and smote it. The king of Moab saw that the war was too strong 

for him, and he took seven hundred men, swords drawn, to break through to the king of 

Edom, but they could not. And he took his first-born son, who was to reign after him. 
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and offered him up on the wail as a burnt offering, and a great wrath was on Israel. and 

they set out from him and returned to the land. 

The Ever-Flowing Oil Flask: 2Kings 4:1-7 
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One woman, from the wives of the guild prophets, cried out to Elis~ saying, "Your 

servant my husband is dead, and you know your servant feared Adonai. And a creditor is 

coming to take my two children as slaves for him." Elisha said to her, "What can I do for 

you? Tell me, what have you in the house?" She said, "Your maidservant has nothing at 

all in the house, except a flask of oil." He said, "Go and ask for vessels from outside, 

from all your neighbors, empty vessels, let them not be few47• Come in and shut the door 

behind you and behind your children, and pour into all those vessels, and remove the full 

ones." She went from him and shut the door behind her and behind her children. They 

brought to her and she poured. When the vessels were full, she said to her son, "Bring 

me another vessel." He said to her, "There are no more vessels", and the oil stopped.48• 

47 Oxford says, "and not just a few," which is a grammatical problem in that it ignores the 
jussive verb, and JPS says, .. as many as you can," ignoring the lexical issues and 
translating for meaning. 
48 JPS and Oxford. Literally, "the oil stood." 
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She came and told the man of God, and he said, "Go sell the oil and pay your debt, and 

you and your children can live on the remainder." 

Elisha and the Shunammite Woman: 2 Kings 4:8-37 
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:Mini , .... -
One day when Elisha was pa.5sing through Shunem. A great woman there grabbed him to 

take a meal, and it was often that he passed by and turned aside there to take a meal. She 

said to her husband, "Please behold, I know he is a holy man of God who always passes 

through to us. Please, let us make a small, walled upper chamber and put a bed, a table, a 

chair, and a lamp-stand there for him, and when he comes to us he will tum aside there." 

One day he came there, he turned aside to the upper chamber and lay down there. He 

said to his boy Oebazi, "Call that Shunammite woman." He called her, and she stood 

before him. He said to him, "Please tell her, 'You have gone through all this care49 for us. 

What can we do for you? Can we speak for you to the king or to the anny commander?"' 

She said, "I stay among my own people." He said, "What then can be done for her?" 

Gehazi said, "But she has no son, and her husband is old." He said, "Call her, 11 and he 

called her, and she stood in the doorway. And Elisha said, "At this season next year, 

which is a time of reviva150, you will embrace a son." She said, "No, my lord, man of 

God, do not lie to your maidservant." The woman conceived and bore a son at that 

season which is a time of revival, as Elisha told her. The child grew up. And one day, he 

went out to his father, to the reapers. He said to his father, "My head, my head!" He said 

to a boy, "Take him to his mother." He carried him and brought him to his mother. And 

the child sat on her lap until noon, and he died. She went up and laid him on the bed of 

49 BDB says, "been anxiously carefuf' (p. 353) 
so A euphemism for spring, (BOB 773) 
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the man of God, and closed the door behind him and left. She called to her husband and 

said. "Please, send me one of the boys and one of the she-asses, and I will run to the man 

of God and back." He said, "Why are you going to him today? It is neither new moon 

nor sabbath." She said, "Peace." She saddled the ass, and said to her boy, "Drive and 

walk. Do not keep me from riding unless I tell you." She went and came to the man of 

God on Mount Cannel. When the man of God saw her from afar, he said to his boy 

Gehazi, "Behold, that is the Shunammite woman. Please run to meet her and say to her, 

'How are you? How is your husband? How is the child?'" She said, "Peace." She came to 

the man of God on the mountain and she grabbed his feet. Gehazi approached to push 

her, and the man of God said, "Leave her alone, for her soul is bitter to her. and Adonai 

has hidden it from me and not told me." And she said, "Did I ask for a son from my lord? 

Did I not say, 'Do not mislead me'?" He said to Gehazi, "Gird up your loins, take my 

staff in your hand, and go. If you meet a man, do not bless him, and if a man blesses you, 

do not answer him, and place my staff on the face of the boy." And the boy's mother 

said, "By the life of Adonai and by the life of your soul I will not leave you!" and he got 

up and went after her. Gehazi had passed in ftont of them and he placed the staff on the 

face of the boy, and he had no voice or awareness. He turned back to meet him and told 

him, saying, "The boy has not awakened." Elisha came to the house, and behold, the boy 

was dead, lying on his bed. He came and shut the door behind the two of them, and 

prayed to Adonai. He went up and lay down on the boy, placing mouth to mouth, eyes to 

eyes, and hands to hands51 , and he bent over him, and the flesh of the boy became wann. 

51 JPS says, "his mouth on its mouth ... " and KJV and Oxford say, "his mouth upon his 
mouth .... " This translation causes a lexical/grammatical problem by ignoring the 
pronouns for the sake of the rhythm of the text. 
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He returned and walked in the house once here and once there. then went up and bent 

over him. The boy sneezed seven times, and the boy opened his eyes. He called Gehazi 

and said, "Call that Shunammite woman," and he called her, and she came to him, and he 

said, "Pick up your son." She came and fell at his feet and bowed to the ground, and she 

picked up her son and left. 

Elisha Feeds the Masses: 1 Kings 4:3844 
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Elisha returned to Gilgal. There was a famine in the land, and the guild prophets were 

sitting before him. He said to his boy, "Set the large pot and boil a pottage for the guild 

prophets." One went out to the field to pick herbs. He found a field vine and picked from 

it field gourds, as many as his garment would hold. And he came and cut them up into the 

pot of pottage, and they did not know. They poured it for the men to eat, and as they 

were eating of the stew, they cried out, saying, "Death is in the pot, man of God!" And 

they could not eat. He said, "Get some flour." He threw it into the pot and said, "Pour it 

for the people and let them eat." And there was no longer a bad thing in the pot. A man 

came from Baal-shalishah and he brought the man of God bread of the first fruits, twenty 

barley breads, and fresh grain in his sack. And he said, "Give it to the people and let them 

eat." His servant said, "How can I put this before a hundred men?" He said, "Give it to 
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the people and let them eat. For thus said Adonai, 'Eat, and leave a remnant."' So he put 

it before them, and ate and left a remnant, as Adonai had said. 

Naaman's Cure/Gehazi's Cune: 2Kings 5 
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Naam~ commander of the anny of the king of Aram, was important to his lord and high 

in his favor, for through him Adonai had granted salvation to Aram. The man was a 

mighty hero inflicted with tzora'ar2• When the Aramean bands were out, they captured a 

young girl from the land of Israel, and she was before Naarnan's wife. She said to her 

mistress, "Ah, that my lord would be before the prophet in Samaria, he would remove his 

tzora 'at from him. 11 He went and told his lord, saying, "Like this and like that the girl 

from the land of Israel has spoken." And the king of Aram said, "Go and I will send a 

document to the king of Israel,." He set out, taking with him ten talents of silver, six 

thousand gold pieces, and ten changes of clothing. He brought the document to the king 

of Israel. It said, "Now, when this letter comes to you, know that I have sent my servant 

Naaman to you, so you will cure him of his tzora 'at." When the king of Israel read the 

document, he rent his clothes and said, "Am I God, to make die or live, that this is sent to 

me to remove tzora 'at from a man? But please know and see that he is seeking a quarrel 

against me!" When Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of Israel had rent his 

52 JPS, Oxford, and KJV translate this as "leprosy," but it is probably closer to psoriasis, 
which can be healed while leprosy cannot. This translation uses the Hebrew name of the 
disease to not cause any lexical problems. 
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clothes, he sent to the king, saying, ltWhy have you rent your clothes? Please bring him 

to me, and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel." So Naaman came on his horses 

and chariot and stood at the door of Elisha's house. Elisha sent a messenger to him, 

saying, "Go and bathe seven times in the Jordan. and your flesh will be returned to you 

pure." Naaman was enraged and he walked and said, "Behold, I said he would surely 

come out to me, and would stand and call the name of Adonai his God, and would wave 

his hand at the place, and remove the tzora'at. Are the Amanah and the Pharpar, the 

rivers of Damascus, not better than all the waters of Israel? Will I not be pure washing in 

them?" He turned and went in a rage. His servants approached and spoke to him, saying, 

"My father, if the prophet had spoken a great thing to you, would you not do it? How 

much more when he has said to yo~ 'Bathe and be pure.'?" He went down and immersed 

in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had said, and his flesh returned like a little 

boy's flesh, and he was pure. He returned to the man of God bringing his entire retinue. 

He stood before him and said, "Please behold! I know that there is no God in any land 

except in lsraelf Please take now a gift:53 from your servant." He said, "By God's life, 

before whom I serve, I will not take it." He pressed him to take it, and he refused. And 

Naaman said, "Please let your servant be given two mule-loads of earth, for your servant 

will never again offer up burnt offering or sacrifice to another god, except Adonai. For 

this thing may Adonai pardon your servant. When my master come to Beit-Rimmon to 

bow down there, and he is leaning on my ann and makes me bow down at Beit-Rimmon, 

when I bow down at Beit-Rimmon, please let Adonai forgive your servant for this." And 

53 Lit. 0 blessing." 
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he said to him, "Go in peace ... And he went a distance from him54• Gehazi, the boy of 

Elisha the man of God, said, "My master has refrained from taking what that Ara.mean 

Naaman brought! By the life of Adonai, I will run after him and take something from 

him." Gehazi chased after Naaman, and Naaman saw him running after him, and he fell 

from his chariot and called to him, saying, "Peace?" He said, "Peace. My master has 

sent me to say, 'Behold this now! Two youths, guild prophets from the hills of Ephraim, 

have come to me. Please give them a talent of silver and two changes of clothing." 

Naaman said willingly, "Please take two talents." He broke through, and he wrapped the 

two talents of silver in two bags, and two changes of clothes, and gave them to two of his 

servants, who carried them ahead of him. When he arrived at the citadel, he took from 

their hands and deposited55 them in the house. He sent the men away and they went. He 

came and stood before his master, and Elisha said to him, "Where were yo~ Oehazi?" He 

said, "Your servant did not go anywhere." He said to him, "Did my heart not go when a 

man overturned from his chariot to meet you? Is this a time to take money and clothing 

and olive groves and vineyards, sheep and oxe~ and male and female slaves? The 

tzora'at ofNaaman will cling to you and to your descendants forever." And when he left 

his presence, he was with tzora'at like snow. 

Elijah Makes Metal Float: 2Kings 6: 1-7 

Cy~ C",~tp; iJr:ti~ iw~ Cip~ry ~rn~_:, l1~~"~1$,-',~ C!"~"~~iJ-"iil ~;f?N"1 
nr,~ ~,,p t0"1'.t< ·o~Q il.i:ti?~1117~i'.ri~ ~riT~7.~ 2 :~3~Q iJ 'r.~-~', 

l~-1 ~; ',~;~ ,~~~ ·;~M~j 3 :~:,~ i~N~j c .. ~ n~;g'? cir,9 Cl,,~ ,l,~·n~~~, 
"}:t;:! s :C".~V.y ~:iH~, iTtn~v 1~K:!.!1 C);ll'.t 1~:'.1 4 =1'?.lt :~~ ,~M~1 'i' .. 1;~-n~ 

".t°I~ M}:11$ i9K~1 i',~,~l C~~;:r',~ ',,~; ~t7~trM~1 rf'lif'v ',~'9 '-,r:ttti:f 

54 It seems to be a specific distance, but exactly how far is uncertain, (BOB 460) 
ss JPS 
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f ;r~,i?~1 Cip19ry-n~ •~it~'7~1 ~~~ iii~ C"!T',~:,-m"~ ,9tt~j 6 :',i~q1 tti~: 
:iitpl?~] i7: n,~~~j ,~ 01:, -,9tt~) 7 :',!..7~v 'l~!] itf?~-,~~~1 

The guild prophets said to Elisha, "Please behold, the place where we live before you is 

too cramped for us. Please let us go to the Jordan, and let each one of us to the man take 

a beam from there and make for ourselves there a place to live there. 11 He said, "Go.n 

One said, 0Will you please go with your servants?" He said, "I will come," and he went 

with them. They came to the Jordan and cut wood. As one of them was felling a beam, 

the iron56 fell into the water. And he cried ou~ sayin~ "O master, it was borrowed!tt The 

man of God said, "Where did it fall?" He showed him the place, and he cut off wood and 

threw it there, and he made the iron float. He said, ttPick it up," and he reached out his 

hand and took it. 

Elisha and the King of Aram: 2Kiags 6:8-23 
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56 From the head of the axe 
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:',~1tr f1~~ Ki?~ Cl1~ "')_i,~ •,;11 ,!lr;?~ 
The king of Arant was battling Israel. He was counseled by his servants and said, "I will 

encamp in such and such a place." And the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, 

"Be on guard of passing through that place, for the Arameans have gone down there." 

The king of Israel sent57 to the place which the man of God had told him. He warned and 

was wary there not once and not twice. The king of Aram was enraged to the heart about 

this matter, and he summoned his servants and said to them, "Will you not tell me who of 

us is for the king of Israel?" One of the officers said, "No one, my lord king, but Elisha 

the prophet in Israel tells the king of Israel the words you speak in your bedroom." He 

sai~ "Go find out where he is and I will send and seize him." It was told to him saying, 

"Behold, in Dothan." He sent horses and chariots there and a heavy anny. They came at 

night and went around the city. The attendant of the man of God rose early and went 

outside, and beheld an army sWTounding the town with horses and chariots. His servant 

said to him, "0, lord, what will we do?" He said, "Do not fear. There are more with us 

than with them." Elisha prayed, saying "Adonai, please open his eyes and let him see." 

And Adonai opened the boy's eyes and he saw, and beheld the hills all around Elisha full 

of horses and chariots of fire. They came down against him, and Elisha prayed to 

Adonai, saying, "Please smite this people with a sudden blindness." And He smote them 

with a sudden blindness, as Elisha had said. Elisha said to them, "This is not the road, 

57 He probably sent spies, thought JPS and Oxford say, "sent word." 
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and that is not the city, follow me, and I will lead you to the man you seek." And he led 

them to Samaria. When they came to Samaria, Elisha said, "Adonai, open their eyes and 

let them see.'' Adonai opened their eyes and they saw that behold! They were inside 

Samaria. When he saw them, the king of Israel said to Elisha, "Father, shall I surely 

smite them?" He said, "Do not smite them. Did you capture them with your sword and 

your bow that you would smite them? Set bread and water before them, and let them eat 

and drink and go to their master." He prepared a great feast for them and they ate and 

drank and he sent them to go to their master. And never again did the Aramean bands 

come to the land of Israel. 

Elisha Predicts Ben-Hadad's Officer's Death: lKings 6:24-7:20 
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After this, King Ben-hadad of Aram gathered his entire army and went up and besieged 

Samaria. There was a great famine in Samari~ and the siege was upon it until a donkey's 

head was eighty pieces of silver and a quarter of a kab of doves' dung was five silver 
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pieces. When the king of Israel was walking on the wall, a woman cried out to him 

saying, "Help me, my lord king!" He said, "No. Let Adonai help you! Where could I get 

help for you, from the threshing floor or from the winepress?" The king said to her, 

"What is with you? The woman answered, "That woman said to me, 'Give me your son 

and we will eat him today, and tomorrow we will eat my son.' We boiled my son and we 

ate him. The next day I said to her, 'Give me your son and let us eat mm: and she hid her 

son." When the king heard the woman's words, he rent his clothes, and he crossed over 

the wall, and the people saw that he was wearing sackcloth against his flesh in his house. 

He said, "Thus and more may Ood do to me if the head of Elisha son of Shaphat stands 

on him today." Elisha was sitting at his home and the elders were sitting with him. He 

sent a man before him. Before the messenger came, he said to the elders, "Do you see 

that the murderer has sent this man to take away my head! Watch when the messenger 

comes, shut the door and push him out the door. Will the sound of his master's feet not 

follow?" While he was still talking to them, behold! The messenger went down to him 

and said, "This evil is from Adonai. How much longer will I wait for Adonai?" And 

Elisha said, "Hear the word of Adonai. Thus said Adonai: This time tomormw, a seah of 

choice flour will be a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel at the gate of Samaria." 

The officer on whose arm the king was leaning spoke up answered the man of God 

saying, "Behold! Adonai will make windows in the sky, is that what will happen?" And 

he said, "You behold! You will see it with your own eyes and you will not eat of it. 11 

Four men struck with tzora'at were at the opening of the gate. They said to one another, 

"How can we sit here until we die? If we say we will go into the city, the famine in the 

town will kill us there, and if we just sit here, we will die now. Let's go lie in the 
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Aramean camp. If they let us live, we will live, and if they kill us, we will die." They got 

up at twilight to come to the Aramean camp. They came to the edge of the Aramean 

camp, and not a man was there, for Adonai had caused the Aramean camp to hear a 

sound of chariots, horses, and a great army. They said to one another, "Behold! The king 

oflsrael has hired the kings of the Hittites and the kings ofMitzraim to come against us!" 

And they got up and fled at twilight, leaving their tents and horses and asses. The camp 

was as it was and they fled for their souls. When those men infected with tzora 'at came 

to the edge of the camp, they came into one of the tents and ate and drank, and they took 

silver and gold and clothing from there and went to hide it. They returned and came to 

another tent, and they took from there and went to hide it. They said to one another, "We 

are not doing right. This is a day of good tidings, and we are being silent! If we wait until 

the light of morning, we will find guilt. Now, let us go and tell the king's house." They 

came and called out to the city porter and told them, saying, "We came to the Aramean 

camp, and behold, there is not a man there, nor any hwnan sound, and the horses and the 

asses are bound and the tents are as they are." The porter called out, and told the king's 

house within. The king got up at night and said to his servants, "Please let me tell you 

what the Arameans have done to us. They know that we are starving, and they have gone 

out of camp to hide in the fields, saying, ~When they come out of the town, we will sieze 

them alive and come to the city."' One of the servants answered, saying, "Please take 

five of the remaining horses that remain here, like the whole multitude of Israel that 

remains here, like the whole multitude of Israel that is finished, and let us send and see." 

They took two horse riders and the king sent them after the Aramean army, saying, "Go 

and see." They went after them as far as the Jordan, and behold the entire road was full 
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of clothing and vessels which the Arameans had thrown away in their haste, and the 

messengers returned and told the king. The people then went out and plundered the 

Aramean camp. So a seah of choice flour was a shekel, and two seahs of barley was a 

shekel as Adonai had spoken. Now the king had appointed the officer on whose ann he 

leaned to the gate, and the people trampled him at the gate and he died, as the words of 

the man of G~ that he spoke when the king came down to him.· When the man of God 

spoke to the king, saying, "A seah of choice flour will be a shekel, and two seahs of 

barley will be a shekel at the gate of Sam.aria at this time tomorrow," and the officer 

answered the man of God and said, "Behold! Adonai will make windows in the sky, is 

that what will happen?" And he said, "You behold! You will see it with your own eyes 

and you will not eat of it.11 And it was thus for him; The people trampled him at the gate 

and he died. 

Elisha Aids the Shunnamite Woman: 2Kings 8:1-6 
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Elisha spoke to the woman whose son be revived, saying, "Get up and go with your 

household and live where you will live, for Adonai has proclaimed a famine that will 

come upon the land seven years." The woman got up and did as the man of God had 
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spoken, she went up with her family and lived in the land of the Philistines for seven 

years. At the end of the seven years, the woman returned from the land of the Philistines 

and went out to cry to the king about her house and farm. The king was speaking to 

Gehazi, the boy of the man of G~ and he said, "Tell me aJI the great things that Elisha 

has done." While he was telling the king about the revival of the dead, behold! The 

woman whose son he had revived came, crying to the king about her house and field. 

Gehazi said, "My lord king, this is the woman and this is her son whom Elisha revived . ., 

The king questioned the WOil18J4 and she told him, and the king gave her one eunuch and 

said, "Return all that is hers, and all the revenue from her field from the day she left the 

land until now." 

Elisha Predicts the Succession of Huael: 2 Kings 8:7-1S 
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Elisha came to Damascus, and King Ben-hadad of Aram was sick. The king was told, 

"The man of God is coming here." The king said to Hazael, "Take and offering in your 
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hand and go meet the man of God, and through him consult Adonai. saying, •wm I 

revive from this sickness?'" Haza.el went to meet him, taking an offering in his hand, and 

forty camel-loads of all goodness of Damascus. He came and stood before him and said, 

"Your son, Ben-hadad King of Aram, has sent me to you to say, •wm I revive from this 

sickness?"' Elisha said to him, "Go and say to him, 'You will revive.' And Adonai has 

made me see that he will smely die." His face stood in place until he was ashamed, and 

the man of God wept. Hazael said, "Why does my lord weep?" He said, nBecause I 

know what evil you will do to the Israelites. You send fire to their fortresses, kill their 

young men by the sword, dash their little ones to pieces, and rip open their pregnant 

women.'' Hazael said, "But how can your servant the dog, do this great deed?" Elisha 

said, 11 Adonai has shown me you as king of Arant." He went from Elisha and came to his 

master. He said to him, "What did Elisha say to you?'' He said, "He told me that you will 

revive." The next day, he took a piece of netting, dipped it in water, and spread it over 

his face, and he died, and Haz.ael reigned in his place. 

The Annointing of Jehu: 2 Kings 9:1-14 
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Elisha the prophet summoned one of the guild prophets and said to him, "Gird up your 

loins, take this flask of oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead. Come there, see Jehu 

son of Jehoshaphat son of Nimshi, come to him and get him up from his brothers, and 

take him into an inner room. Take the flask of oil and pour it on his head and say, 'Thus 

said Adonai: I anoint you king over Israel.' Then open the door and flee and do not wait" 

The boy, the boy of the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. He came and the army officers 

were sitting together. He said, "I have a message for you, Commander." Jehu said, "For 

which of all of us?" He said, "For you, commander." He got up and came to the house, 

and poured the oil on his head, and said to him, "Thus said Adonai, the God of Israel: I 

anoint you king over the people of Adonai, over Israel. You will smite the House of 

Ahab your master, and I avenge the blood of My servants the prophets, and the blood of 

all servants of Adonai at the hand of Jezebel. The whole House of Ahab will peris~ and 

I will cut off everyone from Ahab, bond and free in lsrael58• I will make the House of 

Ahab like the House of Jeroboam son of Nebat, and like the House of Baasha son of 

Ahijah. The dogs will devour Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, there will be no burial." 

He opened the door and fled. Jehu went out to the servants of his master, and they said to 

him, "Peace? Why did that madman come to you?" He said to them, "You know the man 

58 See note above regarding this phrase. 
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and his musing!" They said, "You're lying. Please tell us." He said. "This and that he 

said, 'Thus said Adonai: I anoint you king over Israel!"' Each man hurried to take his 

cloak and placed it under him, on the strong level. They sounded the horn and said, "Jehu 

is king!" Jehu son of Jehoshaphat son ofNimshi conspired against Joram. Joram and all 

Israel had been defending Ramoth-gilead against King Haz.ael of Aram, 

Elisha's Last Prophecy: 2Kings 13:14-19 
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Elisha was sick with the illness of which he was to die, and King Joash of Israel went 

down to him. He wept over his face and said, "My father, my father! Israel's chariots and 

horsemen!" Elisha said to him, "Get a bow and arrows", and he got him a bow and 

arrows. He said to the king of Israel, "Make your hand ride the bow59." And his hand 

rode it, and Elisha put his hands over the king's hands. He said, "Open the window 

eastward," and he opened it. Elisha said, "Shoot[" and he shot. And he said, "An arrow of 

salvation for Adonai! An arrow of salvation from Aram! You will smite Arant 

completely at Aphek." He said, "Take the arrows." And he took them. He said to the 

king of Israel, "Strike the ground!" and he struck three times and stood. The man of God 

59 A euphemism for, "Grasp the bow," as translated by JPS. This is possibly a tenn that 
derives from the way a bowstring looks when it is drawn as if to shoot, similar to a 
chariot's reigns. 

151 



----------------------------·--··· 

was angry with him and said, "If you had struck five or six times you would have smote 

Aram completely. Now you will smite Aram three times." 

Elisha's Post-Mortem Minele: 2Kiags 13:20-21 
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Elisha died and he was buried. Bands of Moabites come to the land at the coming of the 

year. It was that they were bmying a man, and behold, they saw a band, and they threw 

the man into Elisha's grave. The man went and touched Elisha's bones, and he came to 

life and got up on his feet. 

Elisha's Last Prophecy Comes True: 2Klngs 13:24-2S 
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King Hazael of Aram died, and his son Ben-hadad reigned in his place, and Jehoash son 

of Jehoahaz returned and took the towns from Ben-hadad son of Haza.el which were taken 

from his father Jehoahaz in war. Three times Joash smote him, and he returned the cities 

of Israel. 
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Appendix B: Chaneter Summaries 

A. Gideon 

Gideon's story is covered in Judges 6-8. Gideon is chosen by God to lead the 

Israelites against the Midianites. At first, he is wary of his calling. In a scene 

characteristic of a prophet being called to action 1, he resists the call, painting a picture of 

a reluctant leader. His first duty is to destroy the altars to Baal in Ophrah, which 

belonged to his father, Joash. Gideon, not wanting to be discovered in this act of 

defiance, destroys his father's altar at night, and builds a new altar to God. The next day, 

after the townspeople find out it was Gideon who had taken down the altar to Baal, they 

come after him, but it is Joash who stands up for Gideon, declaring that Baal should fight 

his own battles ifhe is a real god. Gideon is then given the name Jerubaal, meaning, "he 

who contends with Baal" (Judg 6: 11-32). 

Soon after, Midian, Amalek., and Kedem join forces and camp in the Valley of 

Jezreel. Enveloped by the spirit of God, Gideon rallies the troops of Israel with a blast 

from his shofar, gathering the Abiezerites, Manassites, Asherites, and Zebulunites in a 

massive army. After asking God for two more miracles, Gideon and his army of 32,000 

men encamp at En-Harod. God then tells Gideon to let any of the men who are scared to 

leave, at which point 22,000 of them go, leaving still too many. God then tells Gideon to 

take the troops to the water, where the ones who lap the water with their tongues are told 

to remain with Gideon, and the ones who kneel are told to go back to their homes in 

1 Amit, S23 n6. 
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Israel. The 300 tappers and Gideon make camp above the Midianites who were camped 

on a plain {Judg 6:33-7:8). 

At this point, God tells Gideon that if he is afraid, he may go into the Midianite 

camp with his servant Purah at night to listen to them. He and Purah hear a man talking 

about a dream that is interpreted by another as God delivering the Midianite camp into 

Israel's hands by the sword of Gideon. Upon hearing this news, Gideon devises a plan 

for the 300 men to overtake the Midianites (Judg 7 :9-14 ). 

Gideon and his anny sWTOund the Midianite camp while they sleep. On Gideon's 

cue, they sound their homs, smash jars they were holding, and shout battle cries. The 

Midianite army, confused and alarmed, has their swords tinned on each other by God. 

Most kill one another, and the rest run away. Then Gideon sends a message to the 

Ephramites, telling them to cut the Midianites from their water supply. The Ephramite 

army captures the Midianite generals Oreb and Zeeb, whose heads they bring back to 

Gideon. Gideon is then rebuked by the Ephramites, who were not asked to join his army. 

Gideon skillfully calms them, saying that their accomplishment of dealing with Oreb and 

Zeeb was greater than what Gideon had done (Judg 7:15-8:3). 

The anny of Gideon then crosses the Jordan, chasing the remainder of the 

Midianites. As they pass through Succoth and Penuel, he asks their leaders to spare food 

for his soldiers. At both cities, they refuse, and Gideon promises to wreak havoc on them 

upon his return. Sure enough, Gideon is able to capture Zebah and Zalmuna, Midian's 

two kings, which sends the rest of the Midianites into panic, thereby completing the 

defeat of the Midianite army. When he returns to Succoth, he threshes the town elders 



with thorns and briers, and be tears down the tower at Penuel and kills its people (Juda 

8:4-17). 

Ending his military campaign at the peak of his violent behavior, Gideon then 

tells his son Jeter to kill Zebah and Zalmuna When Jeter cannot, the two kings taunt 

Gideon, so Gideon kills them himself and takes the medallions off their camels' necks 

(Judg 8:18-21). 

The Israelites then ask Gideon to be their king, but he refuses, saying: "Only God 

will rule over you." This statement seems to characterize Gideon as a noble, selfless 

Y ahwist, but then he makes the mistake of taking an earring from each man the Israelites 

defeated as booty. He collects 1700 shekels worth of gold, makes an epbod out of it, and 

sets it up in Opbrah. This ephod becomes the downfall of the house of Gideon, for 

though the Israelites enjoy forty years of peace because of him. However, it is also 

because of him that they again go to worship Baal, because they worship the ephod in 

Opbrah instead of worshiping God at the altar Gideon erected (Judg 8:22-35). 

By the time Gideon dies, he has seventy sons from his many wives, among them 

Abimelech, who becomes king after Gideon's death (Judg 8:30-31 ). 

B. Samson 

Samson's story spans Judges 13:24-16:31. His story begins with his parents, 

Manoah and "his wife," who are unable to have children. An angel approaches the wife 

and tells her to abstain from strong drink, grape products, and unclean food, for she will 

bear a son who will be dedicated to God. After she gives birth, she names him Samson, 

and he is blessed by God (Judg 13:3-25). 

155 



While in Timnah years later. Samson falls for a Philistine woman and decides to 

make her his wife. On his way to meet her for the first time, a lion attacks him, but the 

spirit of Adonai possesses him and he rips the lion in half with his bare hands. One year 

later, he returns to the same place to see bees and honey in the lion's carcass, which he 

takes to share with his parents. At his wedding celebration, he propounds a riddle about 

the lion and the honey to his thirty wedding companions, posing a bet of thirty linen 

tunics and thirty sets of clothing if they could not guess the riddle. When they co1Tectly 

guess the riddle on the seventh day, he knows they had gotten the answer from his wife, 

because she was the only person with whom he shared the answer. In a rage aided by the 

spirit of God, Samson kills thirty men of Ashkelon and uses their tunics and clothing to 

pay for the bet. He then leaves alone for his father's house (Judg 14:1-20). 

When he returns to Timnah during the wheat harvest season looking for his wife, 

he finds that she had been married off to one of his wedding companions. He then 

attaches torches to the tails of 300 foxes, and sets them about the wheat fields, torching 

the city's wheat supply for the year. In response to this, the Philistines set fire to 

Samson's wife and father-in-law, and Samson in response to that vows revenge on the 

Philistines. He beats them and hides in a cave (Judg 15:1-8). 

Then, when the Judahites are being tormented by the Philistines for harboring 

Samson in their midst, they go to him and ask if they may take him to the Philistines. 

When he got to them, Samson breaks through the ropes that bound him, picks up a 

donkey's jaw bone, and kills 1000 Philistine men with it. After his attack on the 

Philistines, he composes a rhyme about the slaying of the men with a donkey jaw (Judg 

15:9-17). 
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He then becomes thirsty and calls out to God for help. God opens the hollow at 

Lehi, making water come out for Samson to drink. He then leads Israel for twenty years 

as its chieftain (Judg 15:8-20). 

Some time later. Samson was sleeping with a whore when a group of Gazites was 

plotting to ambush him at daybreak. But at midnight, Samson tore the town gate off its 

hinges and set it on the hill near Hebron, somehow thwarting the ambush (Judg 16:1-3). 

After that, Samson falls in love with Delilah, which will become his demise and 

that of the Philistines. Delilah is bribed by the Philistines to tell them the source of his 

strength. She asks him three times what his secret is, and each time he tells her to tie him 

up with something diffenmt, like seven dried tendons. Each time she binds him 

according to his instructions, wakes him up, and he would tear through the binding as if 

he were unbound. Finally, she asks him a fourth time, and Samson tells Delilah that were 

his hair to be cut, he would lose all of his strength. So Delilah puts Samson to sleep, cuts 

his hair, and calls in the Philistines, who grab him and gouge out his eyes. They imprison 

Samson in Gaza, and after a while his hair begins to grow back (Judg 16:4-22). 

The Philistines gather for a festival in honor of their god for delivering Samson to 

their hands, and it is now their tum to chant rhymes, singing praises for the defeat of 

Samson. As they revel, they call upon Samson to make him dance for them. After he 

dances, he asks the boy leading him to rest his hands on the pillars in the middle of the 

roo~ where he calls to God for help one last time. Samson asks God to give him 

strength one more time, and then pushes with all his might on the pillars upon which he 

leaned. With Samson's last feat of strength, he kills himself and more Philistines than he 

ever did in his life (Judg 16:23-31 ). 

157 



C. Elijah 

The story of Elijah is contained in 1 Kings 17-2 Kings 2. His story begins with a 

prophecy to King Ahab that there will be no dew or rain except at God's bidding. After 

this prophecy, he goes at God's bidding to the Wadi Cheri~ where ravens feed him twice 

daily, and where he drinks from the wadi. After the wadi dries up, as he foretold, God 

tells him to go to Zarepath of Sidon, where he meets a widow gathering sticks to eat for 

herself and her son so that they can die. Elijah tells her to make a small cake for him, and 

then for her and her son, and he promises that the flour and oil will not run out until after 

the drought. She does as he commands, and sure enough, the flour and oil do not run out 

(1 Kgs 17:1-16). 

Some time later, the son grows ill, and the widow cries out to Elijah that he had 

saved them in vain, since her son's sickness had him near death. Elijah spreads his own 

body over the boy's, and brings him back to life through the power of God. The widow 

then declares that Elijah is a true prophet of God, and that God's word is in his mouth (1 

Kgs 17:17-24). 

In the third year of the drought, God tells Elijah to go to Ahab and tell him the 

rains will soon come. On the way, Elijah meets Ahab's servant Obadiah, who Elijah bids 

to send for his master. Obadiah, afraid of what will happen should Elijah not be there on 

his return, begs that Elijah remember how Obadiah had been a faithful servant to God by 

hiding and feeding one hundred prophets of God in two caves when Queen Jezebel, 

Ahab's wife, had tried to kill them. Elijah promises to remain where he is, and Obadiah 

158 



brings Ahab, who calls Elijah "troubler of Israel" (1 Kgs 18: 17)2 when they see each 

other. Elijah retorts that it is Ahab who brought trouble to Israel by praying to the 

Baalim. So Elijah sets a challenge before Ahab. He tells Ahab to summon all of Israel to 

Mt. Cannel, with the eight hundred fifty prophets of Baal and Asherah. Atop the 

mountain, Elijah tells the other prophets to build an altar and prepare a bull for sacrifice 

on it to their gods, and to ask their gods to come and take it with fire. After multiple 

tries, with Elijah taunting them, they were unsuccessful. Elijah then rebuilds the altar 

where he was, placed twelve stones around it, cut up a bull and placed it on the altar. He 

then soaked it with water three times, until the trench around it was filled with water. He 

called to G~ and fire came down from heaven and burnt the bull completely and 

evaporated the water in the trenches. When the Israelites see this, they declare that 

Adonai is the true god. Elijah then tells them to seize the prophets of Baal, and kills them 

by the Wadi Kishon (I Kgs 18:1-40). 

Elijah then sends Ahab off to eat and drink, because he knows the rains are 

approaching. He sits on Mt. Carmel while his servant goes to check on the weather. 

When Elijah hears that a small cloud is on the horizon, he tells Ahab to hurry in his 

chariot before the rains stop him. Ahab heads off toward Jezreel in his chariot, and the 

hand of God comes upon Elijah, who runs ahead of the chariot all the way to Jezreel ( 1 

Kgs 18:41-46). 

Ahab then tells Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and she sends a death threat to 

Elijah. Frightened, Elijah flees, leaving his servant in Beersheba while he goes a day's 

journey into the wilderness. After praying for his own death, he falls asleep, to be 

2 JPS p. 759 
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awakened by an angel who feeds him twice and sends him on a forty day walk through 

the wilderness to the mountain at Horeb, where he spends the night in a cave ( I Kgs 19: 1-

9a). 

The word of God comes to Elijah in the cave, and asks why he is there. Elijah 

answers that he is filled with zeal for God, and that because of the sins of the Israelites he 

is the only one left who follows the covenant. God then bids Elijah to stand outside on 

the mountain. When he does, God passes by. There is a great wind, an earthquake, a 

fire, and a soft munnuring. Not until Elijah hears the soft murmur does he go out to the 

mouth of the cave, wrapping his mantle aroWld his head. Again, God uks Elijah why he 

is there and again Elijah declares his zeal for God and that he is the only one left who 

follows the covenant. God then sends Elijah to Damascus, where he is to appoint Hazael 

as king of Aram, Jehu as king of Israel, and Elisha as his own successor. God then 

declares that among the three of them they will destroy the unfaithful of Israel, leaving 

only the 7000 that have not knelt to or kissed Baal (1 Kgs 19:19b-21). 

When Elijah finds Elisha, he is plowing with oxen, doing the work equal to one of 

his eleven oxen. Elijah throws his mantle over Elisha. and Elisha bids his father and 

mother goodbye, and then slaughters his oxen to feed the people. From that moment on, 

Elisha stays with Elijah (I Kgs 19:19-21). 

Some time later, Ahab tries to acquire the land of Naboth the Jezreelite, but 

Naboth does not want to let go of his family land. So Jezebel devises a plan in which 

Naboth's name would be desecrated as a blasphemer, so that he would be killed and so 

Ahab could seize his land. While Ahab is in Naboth's vineyard, Elijah comes to him at 

the bidding of God, and prophesies his death and the death of Jezebel. Upon hearing 
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Elijah, Ahab rends his clothes, and puts on sackcloth and ashes. so God tells Elijah that 

the prophesied destruction of Ahab will instead come in his son's time. Some time later 

Ahab dies and his son Ahaziah becomes king of Israel (1 Kgs 21: 1-17; 22:40). 

Ahaziah gets injured in a fall, and sends messengers to ask Baal-zebub, the god of 

Ekron, when he will recover. Elijah, on God's command, confronts the messengers on 

their way, and sends them back to Ahaziah with his prophecy that he would die on the 

bed on which he lies. When Ahaziah asks who the man was who told them this, the 

messengers described him as a hairy man with a leather belt tied around his waist. which 

Ahaziah immediately recognizes as Elijah (2 Kgs 1 :2-8). 

Ahaziah sends a captain with fifty men to Elijah, who was sitting on a hilltop. 

The captain ordered Elijah down, calling him "man of God." Elijah responded, "Ifl am a 

man of God, let fire come down from the sky and devow- you and yow- fifty men" (2 Kgs 

1: 10) and sure enough, fire came down from the sky and devoured the captain and his 

men. Ahaziah sends another captain with another fifty men, and exactly the same thing 

happens. The third captain Ahaziah sends begs Elijah for mercy, and God tells Elijah to 

go with the third captain. When Elijah meets the king, he tells him what his messengers 

told him-that he would not get up from the bed in which he was nursing his injury. As 

prophesied, Ahaziah dies, and he is succeeded by Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat (2 Kgs 

1 :9-17). 

2 Kings 2 tells about the death of Elijah the Tishbite. Elijah tells Elisha to wait 

while he goes on to Bethel, because God had decreed for Elijah to die. Elisha, however, 

vows to stay with Elijah. They travel from Gilgal to Bethel, then to Jericho, and in each 

place Elijah tells Elisha to stay there while he goes on, and each time Elisha swears to not 
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leave him. Also at each city, local prophets tell Elisha that Elijah is about to die, and 

each time, Elisha says that he knows, and that they should be silent. When they go to the 

Jordan, fifty guild prophets stand and watch from a distance, while Elijah strikes the 

Jordan with his rolled up mantle, making the waters part so that Elijah and Elisha could 

cross on dry land. Elijah asks Elisha what he can do for him before he dies, and Elisha 

asks only for a double portion of his spirit to pass down to him. Elijah tells him that this 

difficult request will only be fulfilled if he watches him go. As they walk, a chariot and 

horses made of fire come down between them and take Elijah away in a whirlwind. 

Elisha sees him and shouts, "Father, father, Israel's chariots and horsemen!" (2 Kgs 2:1-

12). 

D. Elisha 

After Elijah's death, Elisha picks up his mantle and went back across the Jordan, 

striking it with the mande and parting the waters, just as Elijah had done before his death. 

The spirit of Elijah settles on Elisha, but the prophets of Jericho offer to go and look for · 

Elijah, since they saw no body. Elisha refuses them at first, but after they persist he 

acquiesces. Of course, they are unable to find Elijah (2 Kgs 2:13-18). 

Elisha begins performing miracles in the town, starting with purifying the water, 

making it good for drinking. Then he punishes a group of boys for tormenting him, by 

having two she-bears attack them. After this, Elisha goes to Samaria (2 Kgs 2: 19-25). 

Some time later, the wife of one of the prophets' disciples told Elisha that her 

husband had died and left her in debt, and that a creditor was on the way to take her 
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children from her. Elisha told her to take as many empty vessels as she could find and 

pour from her single jug of oil in her home. She did as he said, and the oil miraculously 

continued to flow into all of the vessels until there were no more vessels left. She then 

sold the oil and paid off her debt, and still had enough to live on with her children (2 Kgs 

4:1-7). 

In Shun~ a wealthy couple made a chamber for Elisha in their home, because 

he used to stop for a meal with them at their urging. Once when he was there he told his 

servant Gehazi to ask her what he could do in exchange for her kindness. Oehazi spoke 

to her and found that she wanted nothing but a son, which she did not have, and her 

husband was old. Elisha told her that within the year she would have a son. A year later 

she did bear a son, and one day when the child grew up, he complained to his father of 

head pains and collapsed. He was taken to his mother, and he died in her lap. She laid 

him on Elisha's bed and went to get the prophet. When she told Elisha what happened to 

her son, he sent Oehazi with his staff and instructions to lay it on the boy's face. The 

boy's mother vowed to stay with Elisha, and when they arrived Oehazi had already laid 

the staff against the boy's face, but the boy did not wake up. Elisha shut himself in the 

room with the boy and lay over the child until he became wann. Then Elisha paced back 

and forth across the house and bent over the boy again. The boy sneezed seven times and 

woke up, and Elisha called in the Shunammite woman and reunited her with her son (2 

Kgs 4:8-37). 

In Oilgal, there was a famine in the land and Elisha told Gebazi to cook a stew for 

the guild prophets. One of the disciples sliced up some unknown gow-ds to put in the pot, 
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which made it inedible. Elisha threw some flour into the pot, and the disciples could then 

eat their meal (2 Kgs 4:38-41). 

Later a man brought Elisha twenty loaves of barley bread, which he declared 

should be given to the people. Gehazi asked how twenty loaves could possibly feed one 

hundred men, and Elisha responded that God had said it would be so. So the men did eat, 

and even had some left over (2 Kgs 4:42-44). 

Some time later the king of Aram sent his commander Naaman, who was a leper, 

to the king of Israel with a note saying the Namnan should be cured of his tzora 'at. 

Elisha told the king to send Naaman to him, so that he would learn that there was a 

prophet in Israel. So Naaman and his company went to Elisha's home and Elisha told 

him to bathe in the Jordan seven times, and his flesh would be purified. Naaman stalked 

off in anger, declaring that if bathing was the solution, there were better waters in 

Damascus. His servants convinced him that if Elisha had asked him to do something 

difficult he would do it, so he should also do this simple task. When Naaman came out of 

the water his seventh time, his tzora 'at was gone, and his skin was like that of a yowig 

boy. He took his company again to Elisha, and declared that he knew now that the only 

God is Israel's God, and he offered a gift to Elisha. Elisha refused the gift, saying it was 

for God's service that he did the deed. Naaman then swore that he would never offer 

sacrifices to any god but YHVH, and he asked forgiveness for any future acts when it 

might look like he was bowing to a god because his master was while leaning on his arm. 

Elisha bade him to go in peace (2 Kgs 5:l-19a). 

While Naaman was on his way back, Gehazi chased him down and asked him for 

two talents of silver and changes of clothing, lying about them being for two disciples of 
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the prophets from Ephraim. Naaman gave them to Gehazi, who hid them in his house. 

Elisha knew about this treachery and asked Gehazi where he had been. Again, Gehazi 

lied, saying he did not go anywhere, but Elisha knew, saying his heart was with Oehazi 

when he went to Naaman. After scolding him, he set Naaman's tzora 'at onto Gehazi, 

who was a leper the rest of his days (2 Kgs 5:19b-27). 

Later, the guild prophets were building quarters for themselves by the Jordan, 

when one of them lost a borrowed axe~head in the river. He cried out to Elisha about it, 

and Elisha threw a stick in the river, and made the metal axe~head float so that the 

disciple could take it (2 Kgs 6: 1-7). 

While Aram was attacking Israel, the king would plan ambushes against the 

Israelites, and Elisha would warn the king ahead of time so that his troops would not go 

near the areas of the planned attacks. Angered by this, the king asked his officers and 

asked them who had been telling the king of Israel of his plans, and they told him it was 

Elisha. So the king of Aram sent horses and chariots and soldiers to encircle his town. In 

the morning Elisha's servant asked what they should do, and Elisha told him not to worry. 

Elisha prayed to God to open the eyes of the enemy army, and they saw horses and 

chariots of fire all around Elisha's city. Still, the Arameans went down, so Elisha prayed 

that the Aramean army be struck with a blinding light, and they were. Elisha went out to 

the army and led the blind men into Samaria, where he prayed that God remove their 

blindness. The king of Israel asked Elisha if he should strike them down, but Elisha told 

him that they should instead be fed and allowed to return to their master. This ended the 

Aramean attacks against Israel (2 Kgs 6:8-23). 
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Later; King Ben-hadad of Aram mustered his entire army against Samaria, 

besieging the town and causing great economic strife. A woman told the king of Israel 

about how she had eaten her own son; so he tore his clothes and wore sackcloth in 

mowning. He then sent men to cut off Elisha's head, but Elisha barred the door to him 

home. When the king arrived, Elisha prophesied that the next day in the market flour and 

barley would be sold cheap. The king's aide did not believe this, so Elisha said he would 

see it with his own eyes but never eat ofit (2 Kgs 6:24-7:2). 

Four lepers outside the city gates decided to go to the Aramean camp to test their 

fate. When they arrived they found the camp had been desert~ because God had made 

them hear the sound of a huge army, and they fled. The lepers ate and drank from the 

Aramean provisions, and began looting the camp when they realiz.ed they were not doing 

the right thing. They infonned the Israelite gatekeepers of what they had fowtd, and the 

gatekeepers spread the message to the king's palace. The king thought it was a trap, and 

that the Arameans were waiting in ambush, so he sent a few horses and men to chase 

after the Arameans. These men found that the road was littered with clothing and gear 

that the Arameans threw away while they fled. When they reported back to the king, the 

people went out and plundered the Aramean camp. Then, just as Elisha has predicted, 

flour and barley was sold cheap in the town, at the exact prices he had prophesied. The 

aide who had not believed Elisha earlier was put in charge of the gate that day, and he 

was trampled to death by the people. Elisha's prophecy was then completely fulfilled9 for 

the man had seen the food at cheap prices but had not eaten ofit (2 Kgs 7:2-20). 

Elisha informed the woman whose son he brought back to life that there was 

going to be a famine for seven years, and that she should live elsewhere during that time 
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and then return. She did, and went to Jive with the Philistines for seven years. When she 

returned, she went to the king to complain about her house and fann, and he was talking 

to Gehazi at the time. Gehazi was talking to the king about Elisha's deeds, and the 

woman came in just as he was describing how Elisha had revived her son. Gehazi told 

the king that it was she whose son was revived, and the king asked her about it. She told 

him what had happened. and the king declared that all her property be restored, and that 

she should receive all the revenue from her farm from the seven years she was gone (2 

Kgs 8:1-6). 

Elisha once arrived in Damascus when King Ben-hadad of Aram was sick. He 

told Hazael to take a gift to Elisha and ask if he would recover from his illness. Elisha 

told Hazael that he would, but that he would die. Elisha stood expressionless, and then 

burst into tears, telling Hazael it was because of the harm he would bring upon the 

Israelites. Hazael asked how he could do all this, and Elisha explained that he bad seen a 

vision of Hazael as king of Aram. When Hazael returned to Ben-hadad, he told him he 

would recover. The next day, Haza.el strangled him with a piece of wet netting, and 

Hazael became king (2 Kgs 8:7-15). 

Elisha sent a disciple of the prophets to Ramoth-gilead to anoint Jehu son of 

Jehoshaphat as king of Israel, telling him to anoint Jehu and flee without delay. His 

servant went to Jehu, who was sitting with the other anny commanders, brought him 

inside, and anointed him with oil. He also declared that Jehu would bring down the 

house of Ahab and become the avenger of Jezebel and all she had done to the Israelite 

prophets. The servant of Elisha left, and Jehu went back to the other commanders, who 

asked was had happened. Jehu tried to tell them nothing had happened, but they did not 
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believe him, so he told them the truth, and they sounded the shofar and proclaimed Jehu 

king (2 Kgs 9:1-13). 

Jehu then went to Joram to conspire against him. Jehu killed Joram, and then he 

killed Ahaziah, king of Judah. After that, he went to Jezreel to confront Jezebel, who 

called him a traitor out of her chamber window. Jehu called out to the ewiuchs who 

attended her, and they threw Jezebel out of the window and killed her, damaging her 

body so badly that only her skull, feet, and hands could be found. She was given no 

roper burial so that she could not be remembered. Jehu then killed all seventy of Ahab's 

descendents and all that remained in the house of Ahab. God came to Jehu and said that 

he had succeeded in fulfilling the prophecy about what would happen to Ahab and 

Jezebel, and because of that he would be on the throne of Israel for four generations (2 

Kgs 9:14-37). 

When Elisha had taken ill and was about to die, King Joash of Israel went down 

to see him. When he saw Elis~ he cried and said, "Father, Father, Israel's chariots and 

horsemen!" just like Elisha did when he saw Elijah on the brink of death. Elisha told 

Joash to get a bow and arrows, and to shoot out the window facing east. He did, and 

Elisha said it was an arrow of victory for Adonai over Aram. He then told Joash to pick 

up the arrows and strike them against the growid. Joash hit the ground three times with 

the arrows. Elisha said that if he had been more zealous and hit the growid five or six 

times. he would have completely routed out Aram. As it was, he would only defeat A.ram 

three times (2 Kgs 13: 14-19). 
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Elisha then died and was buried. When a corpse was once thrown onto Elisha's 

grave, the body came to life again. Thus the miracles of Elisha went on after his death (2 

Kgs 13 :20-21 ). 

Captain America 

Steve Rogers was born during the Depression and grew up a frail youth in a poor 

family. His father died when Steve was a child, and his mother passed away when he was 

in his late teens. Horrified by newsreel footage of the Nazis in Europe, Rogers was 

inspired to try to enlist in the Anny. However, because of his frailty and sickness. he was 

rejected. Overhearing the boy's earnest plea to be accepted, General Chester Phillips of 

the U.S. Army offered Rogers the opportunity to take part in a special experiment called 

Operation: Rebirth. Rogers agreed and was taken to a secret laboratory in Washington. 

D.C. where he was tested and eventually given the Super-Soldier formula. While being 

exposed to "vita-rays," to enhance the serum's effects on his body, the scientist 

supervising the experiment was murdered by a Nazi spy. Since the scientist never wrote 

the formula down, Rogers remains the sole beneficiary of the Super-Soldier formula 

Not to be deterred by the assassination of the project's originator, the military 

proceeded to train Rogers in gymnastics, combat skills, and military strategy. After his 

training, he was given his first assignment: defeat the Nazi agent "Red Skull." Before he 

embarked on his mission. he was given his signature red, white, and blue costume along 

with the moniker "Captain America." 
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Captain America was a symbol of American 

power and triumph throughout WWII, and his new 

skills and abilities made him America's most 

, effective special operative. Near the end of the war, 

however, his plane was shot down by Baron Zemo, 

and he was thrown into the icy waters of the Arctic 

Ocean, where he remained for years, fto7.en in the 

ice. The Super-Soldier formula allowed his cells to survive fro.zen without crystallization 

until he was discovered in 1964 and reanimated. 

Since 1964, Captain America has been a symbol not only for the war effort, but 

for all Americans in need. His base of operations is New York City, where Steve Rogers 

works as an architect, working out of his home with nobody to miss him sneaking out of 

work when Captain America is needed. He has served with the Invaders, Nomad, and is 

a current member of the Avengers, often serving as the team's leader. 

The IDendible Hulk 

Robert "Bruce" Banner was the son of Dr. Brian Banner, an atomic scientist, and 

his wife Rebecca. Although Rebecca deeply loved Bruce, who returned her affection, 

Brian hated the child. Brian Banner went insane with jealousy of Bruce for being an 

object of Rebecca's love. He murdered Rebecca and was placed in a mental hospital. 

Bruce. a highly withdrawn, intellectual youth, was raised by his aunt, Mrs. Drake, and 

internalized his great pain and rage over his childhood sufferings. 
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As an adult and a genius in nuclear physics. Bruce Banner went to work at a 

United States Defense Department nuclear research facility at Desert Base, New Mexico. 

There Banner met General Thaddeus E. "Thunderbolt" Ross, the Air Force officer in 

command of the base, and his daughter Betty. Banner and Betty Ross eventually fell in 

love with each other. Banner designed and oversaw construction of the "gamma bomb," a 

nuclear weapon that had a high gamma radiation output. 

Banner was present in the instrumentation bunker at the test site for the first 

underground test detonation of the gamma bomb. Observing that a civilian had breached 

secwity and entered the restricted test area, Banner told his colleague Igor Starsky to 

delay the cowitdown while he tried to get the civilian to safety. Starsky, secretly a Soviet 

agent, did nothing, confident that Banner would die in the explosio~ bringing the project 

to a bait. Reaching the civili~ a teenager named Rick Jones, Banner threw him into a 

protective trench, but before he could get himself to safety, the gamma-bomb detonated, 

and intense waves of radiation reached the surface. Banner was irradiated with highly 

charged, radioactive particles. Due to an unknown genetic factor in his body, Banner was 

not killed by the radiation, which instead caused him 

to transform frequently into the vastly powerful, 

green-skinned beast named "the Hulk" by the military 

present at the test site. 

Banner's body eventually changed so that his 

transformations into the Hulk were triggered by the 

release of adrenaline when he became intensely 

excited, no matter what the time of day or night. 
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Usually the Hulk possessed little of Banner's memory and intelligence and was easily 

enraged. Hence, the Hulk was a menace, continually hunted by military forces 

commanded by the implacable General Ross. For a short time Banner managed through 

radiation treatments to maintain enough of his own personality when he transformed to 

control himself in Hulk form, and he even became a founding member of the Avengers at 

that time. But once again the Hulk lost Banner's intelligence and became a brutish 

menace. For a surprisingly long time Banner managed to conceal the fact that he was the 

H~ but his secret inevitably became public knowledge. For years Banner wandered the 

world as a hunted fugitive, cursed by his recurring transformations into the bestial Hulk. 

There are three known forms of the Hulk, though they are not necessary to the 

subject of the thesis as a comparison to Samson. Today, the story of Bruce Banner 

continues with him roaming the world, never staying in one place too long for fear that he 

may be discovered should he become agitated. Of course, someone or something always 

makes him angry, and after a transformation into the Hulk, General Ross or Nick Fury is 

right on his tail. 

Green Lantern 

The study of the DC hero Green Lantern will be compared both to Elijah and 

Elisha. There are 3600 Green Lanterns across the universe, each of whom is entrusted 

with a power ring with massive power including the ability to create green energy fonns 

according to the wearer's will. These 3600 fearless souls across the universe make up the 

Green Lantern Corps. The Corps' base of operations is on Oa, the planet at the center of 
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the universe, where the Central Power Battery, the source of the rings' power, is housed. 

The bl~skinned beings that live on Oa are called the 

Gurdians, and they are in charge of the power rings and the 

Green Lantern COips. The Lantern responsible for sector 

2814 has Earth in his jurisdiction, and that used to be Abin­

Sur, until a run in with the super•villain Legion leaves him to 

Hal was one of the first of a new age of costumed adventurers, defending his 

home town of Coast City as well as the world from villains and menaces both earthbound 

and alien. Hal united with the Flas~ Aqua.man, Martian Manhunter, and Black Canary to 

form the Justice League of America. The Corps were the universe's most revered 

peacekeepers, and it was not long before his bravery earned Hal the respect of both his 

peers and the Guardians of the Universe, who created the Corps. He heroically 

championed the Guardians' goal to preserve order throughout the galaxies, even when 

their orders ran contrary to Hal's own rigid sense of morality. 

Ironically, Hal would also be their undoing. When Coast City was decimated by 

Mongul and the Cyborg Superman, Hal was denied the power to resurrect the city and its 

inhabitants by the Guardians. He set out for 0a to gain the power to set things right. The 

Guardians set the Corps against him. Hal entered the Central Power Battery and absorbed 

its emerald energies, and then renamed himself Parallax. Hal then attempted to amend the 

great wrong by changing the time-space continuum, but was thwarted by Earth's heroes, 

including new Green Lantern Kyle Rayner, who would clash with Parallax several times. 
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In the end, however, Hal proved he had not strayed from the path of the hero. During 

what would have been Earth's final night, Hal used all his energies to re-ignite Earth's 

sun, redeeming himself in death. 

Hal Jordan was Earth's first Green Lante~ but others would follow. Guy 

Gardener, John Stewart. and Kyle Rayner would all wear the power ring from time to 

time. Though each sector of the universe could only have one Green Lantern protecting 

it, occasionally the call would come from other sectors or from Oa itself, and if the 

current Green Lantern was called away, a replacement would step in while he was gone. 

There is often jealousy among Earth's Green Lanterns, especially between Gardener and 

Jordan, but now that Kyle Rayner is the official protector of sector 2814, he is loved and 

supported by most members of the Justice League of America, and he is considered a 

senior member of the Green Lantern Corps by the Guardians of Oa. 
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Goab: 

Appeadb: C: A Superhero Lesson Plan 

For Grades 9-12 

- To introduce students to the concept of"Watching Movies through Jewish Eyes." 
- To familiarize students with the introduction to the Moses narrative and his 

prophetic call (Exod 2:1-10; 3:1-22). 
- To demonstrate the impact the Bible has on popular culture. 

Time: One Hour 
:00-:05 Set Induction 
:05-:15 Clip 1 
: l S-30 Discussion 
:30-:40 Text Study 
:40-:45 Clip 2 
:S0-:60 Discussion/wrap-up 

Procedure: 
1. Set induction: Tell the students they are about to watch a scene from a famous 

movie made in 1978 based on a famous biblical passage. Can they guess what it 
is? Most will not guess "Superman," so bit play if nobody can guess correcdy or 
as soon as someone says the correct answer. 

2. Play scene from Superman beginning with Jor-Dana walking to Jor-El with the 
baby in her arms as he finishes the pod (scene 4 on the 2004 Special Edition 
DVD). As the movie plays, point out the following: 

a. The planet Krypton is going to be destroyed. 
b. Jor-El and Jor-Dana's debate about how their son will have to deal with 

Earth: 
Jor-El: His molecular density will make him strong, nearly 

invincible. 
Jor-Dana: He will be strange, outcast 
Jor-EI: He will able to defy their gravity. 
Jor-Dana: He will be alone. 
Jor-El: No, he will never be alone. 

c. The baby's name is Kai-El ("all God"). 
d. Kal~El is sent in a basket across the universe to Earth. 
e. Kai-El is picked up by kind earthlings, who give him a name from their 

culture: Clark Kent. 
f. He wears the blanket he was sent in. 

Stop the movie after the boy picks up the truck. 
3. Have students read both texts. While they read, set the DVD up for the scene 

after Jonathan Kent's funeral, when Clark goes to the North Pole and builds his 
Fortress of Solitude. 

4. When they finish reading, ask them which points of the story are similar so far. 
Discuss. 
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5. Briefly explain the history ofSupennan. Created in 1934 by Joe Schuster and 
Jerry Stein, two Jewish boys from New York who wanted to create the perfect 
hero. They were influenced by their heritage and by the desire to create someone 
to give hope for people living in a pre-World War II America. He was a hero who 
would lead people in the battle against evil, serving "truth, justice, and the 
American way . ., 

6. Point out parallels in the Biblical text and the movie. Ask if knowing about the 
parallels changes their perception of the movie. Explain the parallels of the 
second scene to the burning bush periscope before watching the next scene on the 
DVD: 

a. An encounter with a higher power (burning bush and green crystal). 
b. The need to be prepared for his journey (Moses' years in the desert and 

Kai-El's years learning about his people). 
c. The need for a sanctuary (Temple and Fortress of Solitude). 

7. Watch the DVD. Have the students point out the parallels. Tell them that 
watching movies with a knowledge of Jewish texts and thought is call~ 
"Watching Movies With Jewish Eyes." 

8. There are also parallels between Superman and the Jewish people writ large. He 
symbolizes the concept of people-hoo4 called lclal Yisrael. 

a. He wears the symbol of bis people (the sign we call an "S" is actually his 
family's crest, wom by Jor-El on Krypton). 

b. He has to wear the clothes of the people who occupy his world. 
(Reference Kill BUI Vol. 2, when Bill talks about Superman: "An essential 
characteristic of the superhero mythology is, there's the superhero, and 
there's the alter ego. Batman is actually Bruce Wayne, Spider-Man is 
actually Peter Park.er. When he wakes up in the momin& he's Peter Parker. 
He has to put on a costume to become Spider-Man. And it is in that 
characteristic that Superman stands alone. Superman did not become 
Superman, Superman was born Supennan. When Superman wakes up in 
the morning, he's Superman. His alter ego is Clark Kent. His outfit with 
the big red "S", that's the blanket he was wrapped in as a baby when the 
Kents fowid him. Those are his clothes. What Kent wears, the glasses, the 
business suit, that's the costume. That's the costume Supennan wears to 
blend in with us." This is like Jews wearing jeans and t-shirts outside of 
the synagogue, but dressing up to go to Temple, including kipah, t.allit and 
tfillin if we so choose. 

c. This leads to Superman's cape, which is designed to look like a tallit, as 
opposed to other superheroes' capes, which come :from a cowl or are tied 
at the neck. 

d. Earth is chosen for Superman, as Jor-El says: "Live as one of them, Kal­
El, to discover where your strength and your power are needed. Always 
hold in your heart the pride of your special heritage. They can be a great 
people, Kal-El, they wish to be. They only lack the light to show the way. 
For this reason above all, their capacity for good, I have sent them you ... 
my only son." The idea of chosen-ness is important to Ida/ Yisrael. 
Though Reconstructionist and many Reform Jews have rejected this 
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notion and believe that all people are equal in the eyes of God, the concept 
of being a special people effects Jewish theology. 

e. There are many others. Ask the students if they can find more. 
9. Challenge the students to find the parallels to Judaism in the next three movies 

they see. They will be surprised by the frequency of occurrences of Jewish 
influence or Jewish issues in the movies. 

Materials: 
- Copy of Superman, preferably on DVD. 
- Television and DVD player. 
- Copies of text for study or copies of the Tanakh for each student. 

177 



Text Study: Introduction to the character Moses 

Exodus 2:1-10 
A certain man of the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The woman conceived and bore a 
son; and when she saw how beautiful he was. she hid him for three months. 3 When she could hide him no 
longer, she got a wicker basket for him and caulked it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child into it and 
placed it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. 4 And his sister stationed herself at a distance. to learn 
what would befall him. 5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe in the Nile, while her maidens 
walked along the Nile. She spied the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to fetch it. 6 When she 
opened it, she saw that it was a child. a boy crying. She took pity on it and said, "This must be a Hebrew 
child." 7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get you a Hebrew nurse to suckle the 
child for you?" 1 And Pharaoh's daughter answered, "Yes." So the girl went and called the child's mother. 9 

And Pharaoh's daughter said to her. "Take this child and nurse it for me. and I will pay your wages." So the 
woman took the child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh's daughter, 
who made him her son. She named him Moses, explaining. "I drew him out of the water." 

Exodus 3:1-22 
Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the flock into the 
wilderness. and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 An angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
blazing fire out of a bush. He gazed. and there was a bush all aflame, yet the bush was not consumed. 3 

Moses said. "I must tum aside to look at this marvelous sight; why doesn't the bush bum up?" 4 When the 
LORD saw that he had turned aside to look, God called to him out of the bush: "Moses! Moses!" He 
answered, "Here I am." ' And He said. "Do not come closer. Remove your sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you stand is holy ground. 6 1 am," He said, "the God of your father, the God of Abraham. 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for be was afraid to look at God. 7 And 
the LORD continued, "I have marked well the plight of My people in Egypt and have heeded their outay 
because of their taskmasters; yes, I am mindful of their sufferings. 1 I have come down to rescue them 
from the Egyptians and to bring them out of that land to a good and spacious land. a land flowing with milk 
and honey, the region of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites. the Hivites. and the 
Jebusites. 9 Now the cry of the Israelites bas reached Me; moreover, I have seen how the Egyptians oppress 
them. 1° Come, therefore, I will send you to Pharaoh, and you shall free My people, the Israelites, from 
Egypt." tt But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and tree the Israelites from 
Egypt?" 12 And He said, 111 will be with you; that sbaH be yom sign that it was I who sent you. And when 
you have freed the people from Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain." 13 Moses said to God, 
"When I come to the Israelites and say to them 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask 
me. 'What is His name?' what shall I say to them?" 14 And God said to Moses, "Ehyeh-Asher-Ehyeh." He 
continued, "Thus shall you say to the Israelites, 'Ehyeh sent me to you.'" 15 And God said further to Moses. 
"Thus shall you speak to the Israelites: The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac. and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you: This shall be My name forever, This My appellation for 
all eternity. 16 "Go and assemble the elders oflsrael and say to them: the LORD, the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, has appeared to me and said. 'I have taken note of you and of what 
is being done to you in Egypt, 17 and I have declared: I will take you out of the misery of Egypt to the land 
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Pem.zites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, to a land flowing 
with milk and honey.' 18 They will listen to you; then you shall go with the elders of Israel to the king of 
Egypt and you shall say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, manifested Himself to us. Now 
therefore, let us go a distance of three days into the wilderness to sacrifice to the LORD our God.' 19 Yet I 
know that the king of Egypt will let you go only because of a greater might. 20 So I will stretch out My 
hand and smite Egypt with various wonders which I will work upon them; after that he shall let you go. 21 

And I will dispose the Egyptians favorably toward this people, so that when you go, you will not go away 
empty-handed. 22 Each woman shall borrow from her neighbor and the lodger in her house objects of silver 
and gold, and clothing, and you shall put these on your sons and daughters, thus stripping the Egyptians.'' 
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