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town of origin. He was elected for a short period of time
and was responsible for teaching at the yeshivah and deliver-
ing sermons. There were between twenty and thirty
congregations and each one had a representative on a
municipal Jewish council. Representatives of the congrega-
tions would come together for this council to allocate the
percentage of tax each congregation would pay or to dis-
cuss any pressing need such as raising money to redeem
captives or maintaining Jews in Palestine. Any takkanah
issued by this voluntary association requlred unanimous
consensus in order to be valid.>’

With such a plethora of autonomous social units, 1t
is not surprising that one of the major problems of the
Jewish community in Salonika was the rivalry and bitterness
among congregations. Even more frequent were the quarrels
which raged within congregations, often leading to the
splitting of the congregation or to the secession of some

38 The causes of these intra-congregational

of its members.
conflicts were diverse in character. At times the cause was
the hostility of some members toward their rabbi or lay
officers. At other times bitterness was aroused by the con-
viction that one was unduly taxed or that the rate of taxation
in another congregation was lower. Sometimes, a quarrel was
precipitated by the refusal of a defeated minority to submit
to the will of the majority. As a result of this, members

resigned from their congregations and joined others. If

their number was sufficiently large, they would organize a
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